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I According to tlte Word 
THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

"And I will pray the Father, and 
he will give you another Counse­
lor, to be with you ror ever" (John 
14:16). 

An expedition to the Arctic 
ended in disaster. Nea rly a year 
later the bodies of the three ex­
plorers were found in the frigid 
wastes. Clutched in the hands of 
the leader was a note on which 
were scrawled the words, "All the 
time it seemed that there were 
four of us." 

Christian history has been 
marked by that same feel ing on 
the part of every group of believ­
ers. Peter and John were sure of 
another's presence at the temple 
shortly after Pentecost. Paul and 
his various companions knew it 
as they criss-crossed Asia Minor 
for Christ. Luther and his follow­
ers did not accomplish their work 
without an unseen helper. Move­
ments for God in our time have not 
succeeded in human strength alone. 

Each individual Christian hns 
felt someone with him, particular­
ly in moments of stress, comfort· 
ing, counseling, giving appropriate 
words to speak. This someone, this 
presence, is the Holy Spirit whose 
advent at Pentecost we shall soon 
commemorate. 

Jesus had promised the Holy 
Spi rit, as our text attests. In John 
14:26 Jesus said that the Spirit 
would be sent in His name and 
would be a teacher. On the day 
of Pentecost the Holy Spirit came 
in a greater way to work among 

men. Even as Jesus was Immanuel 
(God with us), so the Holy Spirit 
is Immanuel, God work ing among 
men. 

What are the major works of the 
Holy Spirit? First of all. He calls 
men. As Martin Luther said in his 
explanation of the First Article, 
"I believe that I cannot by my 
own reason or strength believe in 
Jesus Christ my Lord or come to 
Him." The Holy Spirit calls U:<i 
through the Law and the Gospel. 
Through the Law He would make 
us see our need of help. In the 
Gospel we are graciously invited to 
receive the Saviour. 

Secondly, the Holy Spirit en­
lightens. He makes God's truth 
plain. Do you remember how you 
did not understand an arithmetic 
problem in school? But then the 
teacher explained it and the way to 
the solution became clear. Thus, 
the Holy Spirit throws light on 
what is at first difficult and un­
clear. Clarity and understanding 
may come through pastors, teach­
ers, in private study or group sit­
uations. History had an Age of 
Enlightenment. We need such an 
age spiritually today. Are we will­
ing to have it? 

In the third place, the Holy 
Spirit sanctifies. If a man died 
immediately after an experience of 
salvation, he would go to be with 
God. On the orher hand. if he 
lives, he enters the struggle of 
faith. New spiritua l life is not full­
grown at once. The growth which 

takes place is called "sanctifica­
tion. " This life-long process 
smooths the rough edges. If the 
fruits of the Spirit are becoming 
more and more evident in a Chris­
tian life, sanctification is takng 
place. It is not optional, but re­
quired. 

Fourth and lastly, the Holy Spirit 
preserves the believer. "Preserva­
tion is the gracious work of the 
Holy Spirit whereby He keeps us, 
through all temptations. in the true 
and living faith in Jesus, until (he 
end" (Catechism). We are saved by 
the grace of God. and any of us 
will safely reach life's end also 
on ly by His grace. 

This is a si nful world. We find 
that out early in life. The Chris­
t ian walks in danger all the way. 
He may avoid quite easily the sins 
of drunkenness and open adultery. 
Not as easily avoided are dishon­
esty, coveto usness, false witness, 
and secret lusts. Only through the 
Holy Spirit can there be a safe 
passage. And even as He calls 
through the Word, He preserves 
Christian life through the Bible. 

The goal of preservation is that 
the believer may enjoy God for 
ever. This is also the purpose of 
man's creation. 

Thank God for the Holy Spirit. 
Do not despise or reject His work. 
Let Him bring salvation and sanc­
tification. These will lead to the 
eternal blessedness we all truly 
desire. 

-Raynard Huglen 
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Annual Conference - 1963 

June 12-16 

Forgo, North Dokota 
Missions Center 

(former Messiah Lutheran Church building) 
1603 - 5th Street North 

THEME, An Open Door 
TEXT: Revelation 3:8 

PROGRAM 

Wednesday, June 12 

9:00 a.m. All Conference Committees will report for 
devotions, instructions, ond assignment of 

rooms. 
The Women's Missionary Federation organi­

zational conference will begin with 0 

prayer hour. (Their entire program is to be 

found elsewhere in this paper.) 

8:00 p.m. Opening service of the conference; Poslor 

Richard Snipslead, Greenbush, Minnesota, in 
chorge. Sermon on the conference text by 
Postor Raynard Huglen. Hatton, North Da­
kola. Convening of the conference by Pastor 
John Strand, President, ond appointment of 

committees. 

Thursday, June 13 

9:00 a.m. 1. Devotions by Pastor Carl Ostby, Spicer, 

Minnesota 

2. Reports: 
a. Committee on Credentials 

b. Committee on Nominations 
3. Election of Nominating Committee for 

1964 
4. The President's Message 
5. Report of Committee on Administration 

11:30 a.m. The Prayer Hour, led by Pastor H. C. Molstre, 

Winger, Minnesota 

2:00 p.m. 1. Devotions by Pastor Earl Duame, Min_ 

neapolis, Minnesota 
2. Continuation of Report of Committee on 

Administration 

elected president presiding, and Pastor John 
Abel, Hitterdal, Minnesota, Executive Direc­

tor of Missions, speaking . 

Friday, June 14 

9:00 a.m. 1. Devotions by Mr. Reuben Ivesdal, Edmore, 

North Dakota 

2. Eledions 
3. Presentation of Mission work 
4. Nomination of at least 100 for Missions 

Corporation 
Election of 50 for the Corporation 

11:30 a.m. The Proyer Hour, led by Pastor E. P. Dreyer, 

Ferndale, Washington 

2:00 p.m. 1. Devotions by Mr. Donald Jacobson, Bin­

ford, North Dakota 
2. Presentation of the Seminary Committee 
3. Presentation of the Parish Education Com­

mittee 

5:30 p.m. Pastors' and Pastors' Wives' Fellowship Din­
ner at a place to be announced 

8:00 p.m. laymen's meeting, led by Mr. Forrest Swen­

son, Roseau, Minnesota 
Messages by Mr. Robert Rieth, Volley City, 

North Dakota, and Mr. William Svanoe, Min· 

neapolis, Minnesota 

Saturday, June 15 

9:00 a.m. 1. Devotions by Pastor Trygve Dahle, Puk­

wana, South Dakota 
2. Presentation of the Committee on ''The 

lutheran Ambassador" 
3. Presentation of the Committee on Steward­

ship 

8:00 p.m. Mission Festival Servite, conducted by the 11:30 a.m. The Prayer Hour, led by Pastor Hans Tollef-
Women's Missionary Federation, the newly son, Astoria, Oregon 
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2:00 p.m. 1. Devotion, by Mr. Hennon Berg, Gfond 

Forks, North 0011010 

2,30 p.m. Closifte. s.mc. of the Confe ... mce 

2. Report of the Committee on Youth Wort 
$erm.n by Posto, John Strood, l'iovo, North 
Dakoto 

3. Report of the Committee on General Res­

olutions 
Special music will be provided ot eo<:h servitl'> of the 

conference. 
8,00 p.m. Evangelistic Service, led by Postor Joy Erick· 

son, Foith, Soulh Dakota, with Pastor G. A. 
Almquist, Hompden, North Dakota, speaking. 

Sunday, June 16 

Kindly direct all requests for housing during the conference 
to the Missions Committee, Box 905, Forgo, North Dokota. 

Indicate whether you prefer to stay in a private home, 
motel, or hotel. Also indicate whether you will hove your 

own tronsportolion within the city. 

8:30 a.m. Holy Communion Service, led by Pastor 
Fritjof Monseth, Valley City, North Dakota, 
with Pastor Morris Eggen, Spicer, Minnesota, 

bringing .... meditation 

A nominol registration fee will be chorged of 011 those 

registering for the conference. Offerings will be received 
at each service of the conference, with the exception of 

the Holy Communion Service. 

10:30 a.m. Worship SerYke, conducted by Pastor Arvid 

Hakonson, fvereti, Washington, with sermon 
by Pastor Julius Hennunslie, Spicer, Minnesota 

TO BUILD 

The Grace Lutheran Church, De­
Kalb, Illinois, is presently a n in­
dependent Lutheran congregation 
which was organized on January 
2, 1963. The charter closed on Feb­
ruary I with 184 charter members, 
predominantly individuals who had 
left another Lutheran body. The 
constitution and by-laws have been 
approved. The congregation has 
voted to build a new church at 
the location of 1st Street and Mil­
ner Avenue South, in DeKalb. 
Plans will soon be drawn up to be 
presented to the congregation for 
approval. Evangelist Clifford An­
derson of Stacy, Minnesota, will be 
coming for a series of evangelistic 
meetings beginning May 19 and 
continuing nightly through the 
23rd. Sunday services are held in 
the Glidden School at 1st and Gar­
den, and the evangelistic meetings 
and midweek services will be held 
a t a rented church at 7th and Pros­
pect. Except for Sunday even ing, 
which is 7: 30 p.m .. all other evan­
gelistic meetings will be at 8: 00 
p.m. 

Pastor Harold Schafer, fonnerly 
of Hendricks, Minnesota, is the 
pastor, having begun his work on 
January 4. The Schafers are much 
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encouraged with the progress of 
the work. Pastor Schafer is the 
chainnan of the Missions Commit­
tee of the Free Association of 
Lutheran Congregations. 

-Corr. 

WMF RALLY HELD AT WINGER 

A Women's Missionary Federa­
tion rally was held at the Dovre 
Lutheran Church in Winger, Min­
nesota, on April 21. Devotions were 
given by Mrs. Alvida Salte of Win­
ger. Inspirational messages from 
the Word of God were given by 
Mrs. O. K. Ose of Thief River 
Falls, Minnesota, and Mrs. Herbert 
Presteng of Grafton, North Dakota. 

Special musical numbers were 
sung by Lois and Jean Presteng of 
Grafton, Mrs. Kenneth Johnson 
and Mrs. Hilmer Moland of the 
Maple Bay Church, and a group of 
ladies from the Landstad Church in 
Shevlin. Miss ana Broden led the 
meeting. 

Pastor John Strand was also 
present and answered questions 
that were asked. A social hour was 
held following the program. There 
were people in attendance from a 
wide area. There was a wonderful 
spirit and the ladies were very 

Conference CommiHee, 

John Strand 

Richard Snipstead 

grateful for the rally. We encourage 
such ralJies throughout our church­
es wherever possible. 

Mrs. Robert Bursheim 
Winger, Minnesota 

"And the scribes and the Phari­
sees, when they saw that He was 
eating with sinners and tax col­
lectors, said to His disciples, 'Why 
does He eat with tax collectors and 
sinners?' And when Jesus heard 
it, He said to them, 'Those who are 
well have no need of a physician, 
but those who are sick; r came not 
to call the righteous, but sin­
ners .' "-Mark 2:16, 17 

NOTICE 

As the Lord lays it upon 
your heart to share in our 
work, we invite you to send 
your contributions to 

Treasurer 
Lutheran Association 
7013 Lee Valley Circle 
Minneapolis 24, Minnesota 
Please send ail subscrip­
tions to 
The Lutheran Ambassador 
Box 652, Grafton, N. Oak. 

The Lutheran Ambassador 
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A Spirit-filled life should be of 
vital concern to every true Chris­
tian. We long for, and pray for, 
the presence and power of the Holy 
Spirit upon us in daily life. But 
Christians do not agree as to the 
meaning and manifestations of the 
Spirit-filled life. A study of this 
vital, spiritual experience has prov­
en very rewarding as I have 
sought God's answer in the Bible 
concerning the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit upon the believers. 
Personal experience and observa­
tions have also resulted in definite 
convictions concerning the Holy 
Spirit's work in the Christian. 
Among the many books and arti­
cles r have read on this subject, 
the following have proven very 
helpful: Filled With I.he Spirit by 
Rev. H. G. Randolph; Spirit and 
Power by Ludvig Hope; 1 Believe 
in tile Holy Spirit by Fredrik Wis­
loff; The Threefold Secret of the 
Holy Spirit by James H. McCon­
key; and God's Word for Today 
by O. Hallesby. 

There is appa rently much con­
fusion among Christians concern­
ing the Spirit-filled life. We often 
hear remarks these days about cer­
tain Christians who have experi­
enced '·the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit." The speaker may have in 
mind a very specific manifestation 
of the work of the Holy Spirit, 
which may be perfectly correct, but 
the implication may be very mis-
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THE 
SPIRIT-FILLED 
LIFE 
Pastor Julius HerauuUe, Spicer. Minnesota 

The first of two articles 

leading, in that only certain Chris­
tains have received the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. 

All True Believers Have the 
Holy Spirit 

In the Explanation of the Third 
Article in Luther's Catechism we 
read: "I believe that I cannot by 
my own reason or strength be lieve 
in Jesus Christ my Lord, or come 
to Him; but the Holy Spirit has 
called me through the Gospel, en­
lightened me with His gifts, and 
sanctified and preserved me in the 
true faith .... " This clear confes­
sion of faith states plainly that 
every repentant and believing sin­
ner has received the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. 

God's Word says: "Repent, and 
be baptized everyone of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins, and ye sha ll re­
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost" 
(Acts 2:38). God sent forth His 
Spirit to "reprove the world of sin, 
and of righteousness, and of judg­
ment" (John 16:8). The Spirit of 
God has come to work a deep sense 
of gui lt in our heart and bring us 
to experience genuine repentance 
and a sincere longing for forgive­
ness for sin. When the sinner is 
thus broken:]n a contrite spirit. the 
Holy Spirit leads the repentant s in­
ner to Jesus and gives faith to 
accept Christ as Saviour. This mir­
acle of salvation is wrought by 

grace alone by God's Spirit and 
therefore every believer has re­
ceived the Holy Spirit. 

"God sent forth his Son ... to re­
deem them that were under t he 
law, t hat we might receive the 
adoption of sons. And because ye 
are sons, God hath sent forth the 
Spirit of his Son into your hearts, 
crying, Abba Father" (Gal. 4: 4--6). 
" Notice the order: First, sonship 
by adoption; then, in the same in­
stant. the incoming of the Holy 
Spirit into the heart" (Randolph, 
p. B). 

The Indwelling and Baptism 
of the Holy Spirit 

"Now we have received . not the 
spiri t of the world, but the spirit 
which is of God" (I Cor. 2:12). 
"Know ye not that ye are the tem­
ple of God, and that the Spirit of 
God dwelleth in you?" (I Cor. 3: 
16). Thus God spoke to the carnal 
Christians in Corinth reminding 
them they have received the Spirit 
of God. Every believer receives the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit when 
he is born again into God's king­
dom. 

Pastor Randolph states this so 
clearly: "All believers have the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit. The 
baptism in the Holy Spirit h'ls 
been differently understood and in­
terpreted by Christians. Some hold 
it to be identical with the filling 
of the Holy Spirit. To them the 
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baptism and the filling of the Holy 
Spirit are interchangeable and syn­
onymous terms. Others limit the 
baptism to the initial filling, dis­
tinguishing between the first and 
subsequent fillings. Then there are 
certain groups who teach that the 
baptism in the Holy Spirit is the 
outpourng of speCial gifts and 
blessings upon those who perse­
veringly struggle, labor and 'pray 
through' until they receive the bap­
tism_ They insist upon the gift of 
tongues as the unconditional evi­
dence of having received the Spirit 
Baptism. __ . The baptism refers 
to the gift of the Spirit-the Holy 
Spirit Himself-and is not repeated. 
The filling has reference to the 
gifts, blessings, powers, and endue­
ments which the Holy Spirit min­
isters, and may occur repeatedly_ 
'One baptism but many fillings'" 
(Randolph, pp. 16, 17.) 

A Life Lacking 
the Filling of the Spirit 

God has planned and provided 
for every believer to live a Spir­
it-filled life. Jesus said: " I am come 
that they might have life, and that 
they might have it more abun­
dantly" (John 10: 10) . The "abun­
dant" life is the Spirit-filled life. 
"Be filled with the Spirit" (Eph. 
S"8). 

Unfortunately many Christians 
are pitifully lacking the in­
filling of God. Though God's Spir­
it dwells in them, He has not filled 
them. The Holy Spirit is not given 
free access to pour in His fullness. 
The stubborn and rebellious spirit 
of the old nature prevents the free 
in flowing of God's grace. The hard, 
unyielding self-will resists the 
pouring in of the fullness of God. 
They remain carnal Christians un­
willing to break completely with 
the world. What a shameful, ema­
ciated Christian life! 

Lacking the fullness of the Holy 
Spirit, the Christian is weak and 
ineffective. He may be busy in 
church work but accomplishes so 
little really worthwhile for the 
Lord. His testimony is silenced 
by the fear of man. Multiply this 
spiritual poverty of many mem-
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bers of our congregations and it 
adds up to nothing more than a 
powerless church. 

The Christian Church is called 
and commissioned by the Lord to 
"Go out quickly into the streets 
and lanes of the city, and bring in 
hither the poor, and the maimed, 
and the halt, and the blind" (Luke 
14:21). And, "Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to ev­
ery creature" (Mark 16: 15). The 
Christian Church does endeavor to 
carry on this God-given mission, 
but few are really saved. Many may 
be added to the chu rch membership 
but few added to the Lamb's Book 
of Life. The gospel message sounds 
forth, but with a hollow ring to 
many of the unconverted because 
often the life of the pastor and 
congregation members causes of­
fence to the unsaved and un­
churched. The unsaved see so lit­
tle in the Christian life to be de­
si red. The church seems powerless 
to minister to the unsaved to win 
them for Christ. "The salt has lost 
its savour" (Luke 14; 34). 

Does this characterize the Chris­
tian Church today? Su rely there 
are warm, pietistic and evangelis­
tic pastors and congregations also 
in our day, who are reaching out 
in the power of the Spirit of God 
to win the lost for Christ and His 
Church. For this we thank God. 
But facing this humiliating ques­
tion honestly, we will agree we 
must confess our impotence and 
lack of spiritual power in the 
church today. We are painfully 
lacking in the spiritual power to 
move into the world of the un­
saved, and by God's grace and 
power, win them for Christ and 
His Church. 

Every Christian May Experience 
the Spirit-Filled Life 

"That he [Christ) would grant 
you, according to the riches of his 
g[ory, to be strengthened with 
might by his Spirit in the inner 
man" (Eph. 3:16). God has made 
provision for every believer "to 
be strengthened with might by his 
Spirit." Powerless Christians grieve 
God. God's plan for every believer 

is: "That ye might be filled with 
all the fulness of God" (Eph. 3:19). 
The Lord has not reserved this 
outpouring of blessing for a select 
few. "The fulness of God" is for 
all who love the Lord. 

God actually admonishes the 
Christians to be Spirit-filled. "And 
be not drunk with wine, wherein 
is excess; but be filled with the 
Spirit" (Eph. 5:18). Christians must 
forsake sin and receive God's grace 
and power. The Lord exhorts and 
admonishes: "Be filled with the 
Spirit." This is a necessity if we 
are to experience the full blessings 
of the Christian life and be effec­
tive witnesses in the service of 
the Lord. 

The filling of the Spirit is not 
limited to one experience. "God's 
Word shows us that those who 
once were filled with the Spirit are 
filled again" (Hope, p. 23). "Being 
filled with the Spirit is not a fin­
ished act it is a continual becom­
ing. To be filled with the Spirit 
means ever anew to be become 
filled; and continually in greater 
and richer measure. To be filled 
with the Spirit is not to be in a 
settled condition from which I can 
make no further progress. He who 
is filled with the Spirit always 
longs for more" (Wisloff, pp. 233-
234). 

OFFICERS OF TIlE 
LUTHERAN ASSOCIATION 

President: Rev. John Strand. 
Tioga, N. Oak. 

Vice-President: Rev. Fritjof 
Monseth, 425 3rd Ave. NE. 
Valley City, N. Oak. 

Secretary: Rev. Richard Snip­
stead, Greenbush, Minne­
sota 

Treasurer: Mr. Wm. Svanoe, 
7013 Lee Valley Circle, 
Mpls. 24, Minnesota 

Board Chairman: Rev. Julius 
Hermunslie, Spicer, Minne­
sota 

Executive Director of Mis­
sions: Rev. J:Jhn H. Abel, 
Hitterdal , Minnesota 

The Lutheran Ambassador 



EDITORIALS 
ON TIlE HOLY SPffirr 

The past few years have produced several inter­
esting developments in the church world. One of 
these phenomena has been an increased attention to 
the Holy Spirit and His work and speaking in tongues 
(glossaialia). This interest and this experience have 
not been peculiar to anyone denomination, but have 
been found in many. 

At our conference in McVille last winter, one of 
our pastors, Julius Hermunslie, Spicer, Minnesota, 
presented two lectures on the Spirit-filled lifc. They 
were so well received and seemed to represent our 
attitude and position so fairly that people have asked 
that they he printed in The Lutheran Ambassador. We 
present the first of two articles by Pastor Hermunslie 
today, reminding our readers that the presentations at 
McVille have had to be shortened for our publication 
needs. This the author has done. 

As readers. you will note that the articles cover 
a large general topic. They do not say everything 
there is to be said . After all. books have been written 
on the subject. But the articles do lay down the broad 
general guidelines on which. we think, we can nearly 
all agree. 

We are near Pentecost, the festival of the Holy 
Spirit. There can be no question but that there is a 
great need for Spirit-filled lives. May these two arti­
cles prove of real value toward that goal. 

WE'LL SEE YOU AT FARGO 

One of the most difficult things to give up in mer­
ger was the Annual Conference of the Lutheran Free 
Church. We feel this was so for those who entered 
the American Lutheran Church, too. Our Church was 
small enough so that it was possible to have a wide 
acquaintanceship. When conference-time came one 
could be sure to see certain lay people there unless 
death had intervened since the last time. 

Often we gathered in historic Trinity Church in 
Minneapolis. Who will ever forget the assembling of 
the people for the evening services? Down Twentieth 
Avenue they came, north and south, and Ninth Street, 
east and west. Usually the evening air was wann and 
humid. And the spirit was good and the fellowship 
sweet. 
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Ah, but this is a new day for us all. We of the 
Association, shall gather at the traditional time, be­
ginning on the second Wednesday in June. We shall 
meet in Fargo, North Dakota, another city replete 
with Annual Conference memories. This time our 
headquarters will be the old (but not that old) Mes­
siah Lutheran Church in north Fargo. 

We feel that it would be a big boost for us psy­
chologically if everyone of our sixty-plus congrega­
tions would be represented by at least one lay dele­
gate, two or more, if possible. This would be a great 
encouragement to our Association as an organization 
and to each other as individuals. Some congregations 
will have many more than two present. 

In addition we want our many like-minded friends 
from even hundreds of other Lutheran congregations 
to join us in conference. You will have voice and vote 
if only you state that you are in agreement with the 
principles for which we are working. We expect to 
see many familiar faces those days in Fargo. 

There may be others, in addition, who would like 
to be with us, but who are not free to register as 
members of the conference. You are welcome too. 

We are looking forward to good and blessed days 
of fellowship in Fargo, June 12-16. Let us prepare 
the way with much prayer. We believe that prayer 
changes things. And again, numbers aren't everything. 
We ought to know that. But a large turnout at Fargo 
would mean so very much to us. Won't you plan to 
come? 

OUR FIRST CONFERENCE SINCE MERGER 

It is with considerable anticipation that we await 
the first annual conference since merger. Actually it 
will be the sixty-seventh since the beginning of the 
Lutheran Free Church, but life has changed so much 
for us that we're thinking of it as the first since mer­
ger. 

None of us were in on the planning of the confer­
ences of the old Lutheran Free Church. We did plan 
the special conference at Thief River Falls last Octo­
ber, but sometimes as we look back we feel that it 
was just by the grace of God that we got through as 
well as we did. Perhaps, though. that's not a bad feel ­
ing to have. 

Our conference is to be held at Fargo in the old 
Messiah Lutheran Church. now our Missions Center, 
and in rented facilities at a nearby public school. In­
cidentally, there has been a real sense of pride in the 
hearts of our people as they have seen our first piece 
of property. We trust it is a good kind of pride. 

We'd like to editorialize just a little about our 
future as an association in preparation for our con­
ference. First of all. the conference will hear that we 
will have no seminary of our own this fall. Frankly, 
this is no cause for alarm. However, if the fall of 
1964 should come and we have not both classrooms 
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and faculty to teach the men who will want training 
then, it will be a different story. But we believe this 
challenge will be met. Nevertheless, this conference 
must authorize, and request, a complete study of this 
area and ask for definite proposals for the 1964 con­
ference to act upon. 

In the area of missions, the sky is the limit. By 
that we mean that we should have all kinds of op­
portunities for establishing home mission work and in 
entering into mission outreach beyond our country 
and Canada. Our problem, as for every church group, 
is to find manpower and money to meet the oppor­
tunities. Missions is another facet of the work where 
we will need the faith and realism of which we spoke 
last time. We hope the conference wiil give some 
thought to a policy on home mission work as well as 
the world outreach. 

The Nominating Committee will have an important 
task at the conference. There is an urgent need to 
have the best possible people serving on every com­
mittee and board. At present, also, one hundred nomi­
nees are needed for the Missions Corporation. Any 
suggestions for this latter need should be sent to 
Rev. R. Snipstead at Greenbush, Minnesota. Every 
single officer and board member will be up for elec­
tion this year. Pray for the selection of all these key 
people. 

A budget will be adopted for the Association. We 
are not sure just how this will be done. At any rate, 
some goals for the year will be recommended to the 
congregations. As we know from the old Lutheran 
Free Church, approving goals in conference is one 
thing and raising them in the congregations is an­
other. We really do hope, though, that we will have 
enough sense of mission and caU so that performance 
wiU meet the needs. We will be able to tell much 

about our chances of future success by how we re­
spond to the financial needs. 

Conference days will be busy days. Let us gather 
with the will to work, to pray, to go forward . 

AND WE OWE NO MAN? 

Each of us, if we could visit EUrope (or the Far 
East), has a number of places which must be seen­
Buckingham Palace, the Louvre, the Coliseum, the 
Land of the Midnight Sun, Holland's dikes, Berlin's 
Wall, Thorwaldsen's "Christus." 

Worthy sights all! But do you know one place 
that would be on our "must" list of places to see? 
Flanders Field or one of the many American or Allied 
cemeteries of war dead. Even as, spiritually, every 
person needs to stand at Calvary and experience the 
truth of having been "died for," so it would be good 
for us to stand before the endless rows of white 
crosses and know that many have given their lives 
for our enjoyment of human freedoms. 

When we feel smug, self-satisfied and content, 
when we "speak our piece," cast our vote or fail to 
do so, worship with the group of our own choosing, 
let us remember that these "rights" were bought at 
great cost by those who died and by those of whom 
the last full measure of devotion was not required. 

On Memorial Day or Remembrance Day, let us 
remember those who served in our wars. They un­
derstood the sense of war no better than we do, yet 
they answered their country's call. At Chateau­
Thierry, Bellew Woods, Vimy Ridge, Normandy, "Pork 
Chop" Hill, Suribachi, Tarawa, Anzio, Blstogne, they 
took our place. It's a sobering thought. It ought to 
make a difference in our lives. 

And we owe no man? 

NDSCELLANEOUS NOTES 

Women attending the W.M.F. 
Convention and Annual Confer­
ence are asked to bring cookies or 
bars for the forenoon and afternoon 
coffee breaks. These may be left 
in the kitchen of the church. 

The treasurer of the Association 
requests that special donations be 
made to aid in paying for the legal 
services which are required at the 
present time. Send such contribu­
tions to 7013 Lee Valley Circle, 
Minneapolis 24, Minnesota. 

quartet in the group. As time goes 
on that may develop, but to begin 
with they will present vocal and in· 
strumental selections in variOUS 
groupings and singly. They will 
bring messages in word at each 
service too. They will begin their 
tour on June 5 and will have the 
weeks of the Annual Conference 
and Family Bible Camp open so 
that they may attend these Asso­
ciation funct ions. 

siring the services of these young 
people and others who may be at 
our disposal should contact the 
Missions Committee, Box 905 Far­
go, N. Dak. 

Contributions to the Associa­
tion's general fund will be especial­
ly welcome at this time as the 
conference draws near. There are 
many additional expenses in con­
nection with the annual meeting. 
Please direct such gifts to the As­
sociation treasurer. 

The young men from Augsburg 
who will be travelling in our 
churches this summer will be five 
in number, not four, and ask not 
to be considered as having a male 
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It was reported recently that 
three young men from Augsburg 
are available for full-time church 
work in our congregations this 
summer. One girl from Augsburg 
and two from the Lutheran Bible 
Institute, Minneapolis, have volun­
teered to teach Vacation Bible 
School in our churches. Anyone de-

"For whatever is born of God 
overcomes the world; and this is 
the victory that overcomes the 
world, our faith."-I John 5:4 

The Lutheran Ambassador 
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TO THE EDITOR 

I had as my teachers at least 
three of the men who translated 
the RSV. The only one of them liv­
ing now is Dr. Kyle M. Yates, Prof. 
at Baylor U. I studied both New 
and Old Testament under these 
scholars. Again I feel that you 
went too far (Apri] 9) in praise of 
the RSV, when you say that "all 
of this assures a greater accuracy." 
That simply is not true. To have 
added Greek manuscripts does not 
assure "greater accuracy" in trans­
lation. 

I trust that yOll will accept 
these comments in the spirit in 
which they are given. 

Rev. G. L. HaJmrast 
Mentor, Minnesota 

It is plain from your defense of 
the Revised Standard Version 
(April 9) that you have not invest i­
gared it, and therefore misstate­
ments have been made. We have 
been in contact with the progress 
of this version, its translation, ad­
vertising. methods of propagation. 
and so forth, ever since the first 
New Testament was put out-be­
fore the complete Bible was foisted 
onto u ns u spec tin g Christian 
churches. 

Recently I was talking with a 
good LFC member, strongly anti­
merger. I asked how they liked 
Vol. 1, NO.1 of the Ambassador. 
The reply: "Heartbreaking! After 
all our work and prayers, our ef­
forts and prayers, our hopes and 
study-we get RSV." 

Name withheld by request 
Minnesota 

(Normally, when we are charged 
as strongly as this whole letter 
charges us, we cannot guarantee 
the quotation of any part of a let-
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ter where names are asked to be 
withheld. But in this case we shall 
waive the rule. 

Feelings run high in regard to 
the use of the Revised Standard 
Version. We doubt we wi!! settle 
any arguments regarding the RSV 
or convince those who are deter­
mined against it. Therefore, we be­
lieve no good purpose will be 
served in continuing a discussion 
of this subject in this paper. 

Perhaps you will permit one at­
tempt at self-justification. We do 
not know when or by whom the 
Bible was translated into Norwe­
gian, but we found it interesting to 
discover that out of eight disputed 
passages given to us by the second 
writer, five of them in the Norse 
Bible agreed with the RSV rather 
than the KJV. Yet we have never 
heard the Norwegian Bible charged 
with trying to do away with blood 
redemption or reducing references 
to Christ. 

In a comparison with our Greek 
New Testament, in seven out of 
eight cases the Greek agrees with 
the RSV rather than the KJV. We 
only pOint these things out to show 
that there are some problems in de· 
termining original readings. But, 
praise God, the central message of 
salvation through Christ is clear. 
-Editor) 

We at the Bible House are all 
deeply grateful for the excellent 
material concerning our Society in 
the April 9, 1963, issue of The Lu­
theran Ambassador. Each day 

' brings mounting evidence of the 
opportunity and urgency for pro­
viding more Scriptures to more 
people in more lands. 

Our 1963 distribution was 

31.509,821 as compared .. 
24,082,433 in 1962. We are hopinS 
and praying that we can reach 
60,000,000 by our 150th anniver­
sary in 1966. Such splendid help as 
yours encourages us to believe that 
this is indeed probable. 

Robert T. Taylor, Secretary 
New York, N.Y. 

As Paul's opening salutation in 
some of his letters. "I thank God 
in remembrance of you." And r do 
pray that you will prosper in your 
soul· saving mission and increase 
in membership. 

Mrs. A. P. Norby 
Excelsior, Minnesota 

(Thank. you to everyone who is 
praying for us. -Editor) 

HAVE F AITII IN GOD! 

Mark 11:22 

Have faith in God! 
So speaks our Blessed Saviour 

To all who gather in His holy 
Name. 

His benediction rests on each en­
deavor 

Designed His great salvation to 
proclaim. 

Have faith in God! 
For naught He spared to save us; 

He gave His Son to pay sin's 
penalty. 

Now life abundant is His gift in 
Jesus 

To own in time and all eternity. 

Have faith in God! 
His eyes are ever watchful; 

He knows our needs and richly 
does supply. 

It pleases Him to see His children 
trustful 

That what is good He never will 
deny_ 

Have faith in God! 
To Him belongs all power 

In earth and heaven, now, and 
evermore. 

Though flesh and world and Satan 
band together, 

We conquer shall through Christ 
who goes before! 

-Pastor Fritjof B. Monseth 
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SYNODICAL CONFERENCE ENDS 
NEGRO WORK IN AMERICA 

St. Louis, Mo. (NLC)-The Lu­
theran Synodical Conference has 
ended its work among Negroes in 
North America. 

Marking the close of operations 
were the sa le of the Immanuel Lu­
theran College property in Greens­
boro, N.C., to the State of North 
Carolina for $239,000, and the pur­
chase of Alabama Lutheran Aca­
demy and College in Selma, Ala., 
by the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod for $229,000 from the Syn­
odical Conference. 

About two years ago the Mis­
souri Synod's Southern District 
also assumed responsibility for op­
eration of Negro missions. 

The Synodical Conference 
through its Mi:;;sionary Board con­
tinued administration of mission 
facilities in Nigeria, West Africa. 

The Greensboro campus has 
trained Negro pastors and teachers 
for Synodical Conference opera­
tions since 1903. Now Negro pas­
tors are trained in integrated 
schools of the Missouri Synod. The 
41-year-Old Selma campus will con­
tinue to educate teachers and pro­
vide pre-ministerial training for the 
Missouri Synod. 

Receipts from the sale of the 
Greensboro property were divided 
among the four cons tituent syn­
ods of the Lutheran Synodical Con­
ference according to the ratio of 
financial support assumed by each 
synod. The Mi:;;souri Synod has 
provided more than 85 percent of 
the funds for the joint effort. Other 
participating synods are the Wis­
consin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, 
Synod of Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches, and the Evangelical Lu­
theran Synod. 

It also was announced that Dr. 
Herman A. Mayer, executive secre­
tary of the Missouri Synod's 
Board for European Affairs, has 
been named associate excutive sec­
retary of the Synodical Conference 
Missionary Board. Dr. Karl Kurth, 
executive secretary, gradually will 
turn over the duties of his office 
to Dr. Mayer, it was explained. 

-News Bureau , NLC 
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Women's Missionary Federation 

CONVENTION PROGRAM 

at ou r Missions Center (the former Messia h Lutheran C h urc h) 
1603 Fifth St reet North , Forgo, North Dokota 

June 12 and 13, 1963 

THEME: " Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ_" 

Wednesday, June 12 

9,00 a.m. Prayer Session, led by Mrs. Herbert Presteng, Grafton, North 
Dakota 

9,00 a .m. Registration 

10,00 a .m. Opening Session, with Mrs. O le K. Ose, Thief River Fa lls, Min­
nesota, presiding 
Bible Study-Mrs. Albert Moen, Grand Forks, North Dakota 
Vocal Trio-Portland, North Dakota 
Business Session 
Convention Offering to Church Exlension 

12,00 a .m. A box lunch will be served 

1,30 p.m. Afternoon Session 
Devotions-Mrs. Morris Borslad, Tioga, North Dakota 
Music-Winger, Minnesoto 
Unfinished Busineu 
Music-Tabor Lutheran Church, Webster, South Dakota 
Topics on Convention Theme, 

Ma. Clorence Johnson, Willmar, Minnesota 
Ma. Clo rence Herm unslie, Abercrombie, North Dakota 
Mrs. Chester Halvorson, Tioga, North Dakota 

Music-Greenbush, Minnesota 

Thursday, June 13 

8:00 p.m. Mission Festival Service 
Leader-Newly elected president of the W.M.F. 
Devotions-Miss Dna Broden, Fertile, Minnesota 
Music-Valley City, North Dakota 
Message-"By Faith to the Regions Beyond," by Pastor John Abel, 

Hitterdal, Minnesota, Executive Director of Missions 
Music-Mrs. John Abel 
Offering for Missions 
Closing Hymn 
Benediction 

Convention organist will be Mrs. Rober! Bursheim, Winger, Minnesota. 
Convention song leader will be Mrs. Henry Hanson, Portland, North Dokola. 

Convention Committee 

The Lutheran Ambassador 
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WOMEN 
fur Christ 

WOMEN WON WILL WORK 

Part II 

Jesus said, "Blessed are the 
meek, for they shall inherit the 
earth." As women won for the 
Lord we must be meek, and this 
does not mean to be weak. Jesus 
was meek and lowly but as we 
look at Him in the Bible, He was 
not weak and did not give in to 
lies or conn iving trickery. 

As Jesus spoke to the woman at 
the well, He did not try to cover 
sin but reminded her of it. He 
knew when He asked her to get 
her husband that she had had 
many. Y ou can't hide sin from 
God. Jesus wanted her to know 
that she was a sinner and needed 
to be saved. 

In John 18: 19-23, look again at 
Jesus before the high priest. When 
He was asked of His doctrine, Je­
sus answered very plainly and 
truthfully. They struck Him in the 
face because He dared to answer 
so; Jesus then asked them to prove 
that He had spoken evil. Also be­
fore Pilate, when He was asked, 
"Are you the King of the Jews?" 
Jesus answered by asking Pilate if 
he had thought of this by him­
self or if someone else had told 
him that. Jesus said that His king­
dom was not of this world, for if 
it were, He would have had ser­
vants to fight for Him. He came 
into the world to bear witness of 
t he truth, and this He did. They 
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did not take His life. Jesus gave 
it up willingly. On the cross Jesus 
gave up His spirit. 

Neither does God take us by 
force to be His child. We must will 
to be saved. Even after salvation 
we can choose to be carnal and 
thereby take a chance on losing out 
on eternal life or surrender all 
and be a happy Christian, sanctified 
and holy even as He is holy. This 
is God's will for our lives. 

Let us be women who are strong 
in the grace of our Lord and praise 
God for the opportunities we have 
to teach and witness of the hope 
that is within us. Let us be meek 
and not weak to proclaim the in­
spired Word of God and not com­
promise with the voices we hear 
today which would try to teach 
us otherwise. 

We a lso need to learn daily to 
humble ourselves before God and 
s ing with the song writer. "Noth­
ing in my hands I bring, simply to 
Thy cross I cling." I have hanging 
in my kitchen the followi ng poem 
which I would like to share with 
you. 

THE GREATEST TEST 

Barbara C. Kyberg 

Help me to walk so close to Thee 
That those who know me best can 

see 
I live as godly as I pray 
And Christ is real from day to day. 

I see some once a day, or year, 
To them I blameless might appear; 
'Tis easy to be kind and sweet 
To people whom we seldom meet; 

But in my home are those who see 
Too many times the worst of me. 
My hymns of praise are best un· 

sung 
If He does not control my tongue 

When r am vexed and sorely tried 
And my impatience cannot hide. 
May no one stumble over me 
Because Thy love they failed to 

see; 

But give me, Lord, a life that sings 
And victory over little things. 
Give me Thy calm for every fear, 
Thy peace for every falling tear; 

Make mine, 0 Lord, through calm 
and strife 

A gracious and unselfish life: 
Help me with those who know me 

best, 
For Jesus' sake, to stand the test. 

Mrs. Herbert W. Presteng 
Grafton, N. Oak. 

"How beautiful upon the moun­
tains are the feet of him who brings 
good tidings, who publishes peace, 
who brings good tidings of good, 
who publishes salvation, who says 
to Zion, 'Your God reigns.''' 
-Isaiah 52: 7 

FINLAND PLANS SPECIAL LWF 
ASSEMBL Y STAMPS 

Geneva (LWF)-On one of its 
two stamps to mark the coming 
Helsinki Assembly of the Lutheran 
World Federation, Finland will use 
a head of Christ for the first time 
in its postal history, according to 
word received at LWF headquar­
ters here. 

The adhesive, a 30-cent va lue, 
will bear the assembly motto 
"Christ Today," as will also a com­
panion to-cent stamp. The pictorial 
motif of the latter is to be a crown 
of thorns with a medieval conse· 
cration cross in the center. Both 
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were designed by a Finnish artist, 
Olavi Vepsalainen. 

They are scheduled for issue on 
July 30, the opening day of the 
13-day assembly. Printing plans call 
for five million of the lO-cent value 
and two million of the 30-cent one. 

Information about the new issues 
was brought here by the assembly 
director, Dr. Mikko Juva, who re­
turned to Helsinki on March 30 

after three days 
with Executive 
Schmidt-Clausen 
staff members. 

of planning 
Secretary 

and other 

talks 
Kurt 
LWF 

He said orders and inquiries re­
specting the stamps should be ad­
dressed to the philatelic section of 
the Finnish General Direction of 
Posts and Telegraphs at Manner­
heimintie 11, Helsinki. 

-News Bureau, NLC 

OVER THE TOP 
Praises be to our God! 
On April 14, a short time after the Association officer's meeting 

in Fargo had decided to go ahead in faith and purchase a mission head+ 
quarters building costing thirty thousand dollars, Mr. O. K. Ose and 
Pastor John Abel began to travel to set up area representatives for our 
Lutheran Association mission extension fund effort. Later Rev. Karl 
Stendal also contacted many of these area men. 

We are happy to announce that you friends, area representatives, 
and co-operating pastors have indeed responded and co-operated in 
a marvelous way. We made our full purchase of the old Messiah 
Lutheran Church building in Fargo ahead of schedule. The deed was 
signed on May 14. We have gone several thousand dollars over our 
goal. Let us all humbly and gratefully raise our voices in praise to God. 

FOR MEMORIAL DAY 

Gold and gr~ e n oro the field. in pea<e; 
Red aro the field. in war. 
Blac~ are the f.eld. when the cannons cease, 

And white fare~er more. -RNS Photo 

-Mission Committee 
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