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A THANKFUL 
HEART 

" Praise the Lord! Pra ise the Lord 
in the heights!" (Ps. 148:1). 

"Daddy. I think I will count t he 
stars," exclaimed a very young lit
tle girl one night when a multitude 
of them were visible. 

"One, two, three," she began, 
pointing from one to the other. 

And then she gave up her task 
with resignation, "You know, Dad
dy. J never knew there were so 
many stars." 

So it is with us. Not until we try 
to count our blessings do we see 
the multitude of them. Often we 
complain about minor needs and 
inconveniences, and then we 
chance to see a man without feet, 
eyes that are blind, ears that are 
deaf, and we arc shamed into 
thankfulness. The Pilgrim Fathers 
found themselves in a strange land 
and half their group dead from 
disease. Nevertheless they set aside 
a day of thanksgiving, and we have 
kept the tradition. 

As we Americans await our fes
tive day (Canadians have already 
had theirs), let us consider the 
characteristics of the thankfu l 
hearl. 

(t) It is reverent. The Pilgrims 
were thankful to God. Thanksgiving 
Day was not ordained for mulua! 
admiration, a day on which to pat 
one another on the back. It was 
established as a day to express 
thankfulness to the Lord. 

A truly thankful heart recognizes 

God as the Creator and Sustainer of 
life. A thankfu l heart is reverent 
and a reverent heart is thankful, 
for no one can t ruly worship who 
is not mindful of the Lord's bless
ings. 

(2) A thankful heart is sensitive 
to the many blessings received. It 
is not enough to be thankful in 
general. Real gratitude notices in
dividual blessings. In human rela 
tionships, don't you find that it is 
good for you as a recipient as well 
as for the encouragement of the 
doer to express appreciation for 
specific deeds of kindness or serv
ices rendered? 

Count your blessings. Name 
them one by one. Otherwise too 
much will be taken for granted 
and there won't be the spirit of 
thankfulness you thought there 
would be. Causes for gratitude? 
Freedom of worship, life in Christ 
(I hope it {s yours), health, daily 
needs, friends. 

(3) It is a sharing heart. Such 
a heart does not stand idly by 
while others suffer or are deprived 
of the Gaspe!. By and large, it is 
the thankful people who share most 
in proportion to what they have. 

The Pilgrims, according to tradi
tion, invited some Indians to join 
them in their restive meal. That 
was the one way they could share 
with others in the new land. If 
our Thanksgiving Day is not fol
lowed by more than pious expres
sions of good cheer to the world's 
unfortunates (some of whom may 
be next door), it will be the evi-

dence of a faith which may once 
have lived but is now dead. 

(4) A thankful heart is a /wppy 
heart. This stands to reason, for 
such a person has learned some
w hat the secret of contentment. 
Did you ever see a thankful per
son who was not happy? But to 
find the unhappy man, look for 
one who usually sees only the dark 
side of things and counts few bless
ings. 

Godly contentment is not com
placency. But it is thankfulness 
for what one has coupled with a 
supreme trust in God. 

(5) It is capable of receiving 
more bleSSings. The Pilgrim Fa
thers stayed it out, and more bless
ings came to them. God sends 
His rain on the just and unjust , 
but the latter express no gratitude 
and miss His bleSSing. The thankful 
person experiences more and more 
of God's goodness, not necessarily 
in the increase of material goods, 
but his needs are supplied and he 
has a great sense of well-being in 
his soul. The longer he lives the 
greater is his consciousness of 
God's goodness. 

Do the characteristics of a thank
ful heart describe your heart and 
mine? If one or more is miSSing, 
are we reaUy thankful? You may 
know where the trouble lies. We 
ought to live by Paul's exhortation, 
"In everything by prayer and sup
plication with tllOrlksgiving, lei 
your requests be made known ulllO 
God" (Phil. 4: 6c). 

-Raynard Huglen 
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"It is a good thi ng to give thanks 
unto the Lord, and to sing praises 
unto thy name, 0 most high" (Ps. 
92:1). 

It is over three hundred years 
since the first New England col
onists made provisions for a day 
of thanksgiving and prayer. This 
practice continued until it has be
come an annual na t ional holiday. 

Surely it is good to give thanks 
unto the Lord. There may be those 
in our day who do not consider it 
so. There may be those who have 
no desire to give any thanks to 
God on Thanksgiving Day or at any 
other time. There may be those 
who will do so, but with reluctance, 
with lip service, or because it has 
become a tradition and it is the 
thing to do. 

It is good to have a special day 
to remind us of the goodness of 
God and of our entire dependence 
upon Him. But we find in the Scrip
LUres many admonitions like the 
following from Hebrews 13:15, " Let 
us offer the sacrifice of praise to 
God continually, that is, the fruit 
of our lips giving thanks to his 
name." God wou ld have us to be 
praising His name continuously. 
We have only to turn to some of 
St. Paul's writings and we find 
tha t this was true in his own life. 

In Philippians 4:4, Paul wrote, 
"Rejoice in the Lord alway: and 
again I say, Rejoice." This Paul 
did at a ll times as we can readily 
show from many of his experiences. 
On his second missionary journey, 
Paul and Silas were beaten and 
thrust into an inner prison, with 
their feet fast in s tocks. Bu t at 
midnight we find them praying and 
singi ng praises unto God, In Acts 
27, Paul waS on a sin king ship. 
For two weeks the crew had been 
in terror for their lives. In the 
midst of the storm, when the 

November 19, 1963 

Pastor Richard Snipstead , 
Greenbush, Minnesota 

storm-battered vessel was plung
ing at its anchors off the coast of 
Malta, Paul "gave thanks to God 
in the presence of them all" (Acts 
27:35). 

From his imprisonment in Rome, 
Paul wrote to the saints in Ephesus 
about their place in Christ J esus, 
and of his desire and prayer for 
them that they might know the love 
of Christ that passes knowledge, 
and that God according to the 
riches of His glory migh t strength
en t hem by His Spirit. 

Yes, Paul could "rejoice in the 
Lord always." His life was a con
tinual offering of the sacrifices of 
praise to God, which was well 
pleaSing unto the Lord. 

Paul did not need to be remi nded 
to give God pra ise by having a spe
cial day set aside for it. Thanksgiv
ing was an attitude of his heart. 
Paul had found a God rich in 
mercy, a God who loved him wi th 
an everlasting love; and out of that 
experience he could write, "He 
that spared not his own son, but 
delivered him up for us all, how 
shall he not with him also freely 
give us all things?" (Rom. 8:32). 
To the Colossians he wrote, "And 
whatsoever ye do in word or deed, 
do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God and 
the Father by him" (Col. 3: 17). 

Outward circumstances were not 
the determining factor in his 
thanksgiving to his Lord. So often 
when we are reminded of God's 
goodness, we turn our thoughts 
only to the material blessings, to 
the things which we have and 
hold. Surely, it is not wrong to be 
thankful for material things. Life 
itself is one of the gi fts we must 
be thankful for each day. In this 
land of plenty we a re able to bow 
our heads and give t hanks fa r three 
square mea ls a day, We could ga 

on and on to enumerate the mate
rial blessings which have been 
showered upon us. 

Bu t the deeper gratitude of our 
hearts must be rooted in the ex
perience of the inrinitely greater 
and richer spiritual mercies that 
are so free ly bestowed upon the 
individua l who will but receive 
the cleansi ng from sin in Christ 
Jesus, Then and only then will 
our gratitude be a sacrifice of 
praise, well pleasing unto the Lord. 
It will become an attitude of praise, 
knowing and experiencing that 
God's grace is sufficient for our 
every need and that we can do all 
things t h r aug h Christ who 
strengthens us. 

Paul had faith in the Word of 
God and in the pro:nises of God, 
and for him there was a continual 
rejOicing in God's faithfulness. 
Paul's experience of Ch rist in his 
own life called for expression and 
action in all areas of his life. " In 
everything give thanks: for this 
is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
concerning you" (I Thess. 5:8). 

We have another outstanding ex
ample of the t ruth that gratitude 
based on a li ving experience in 
Christ is an attitude that calls for 
action, In Luke 17 we read of the 
ten lepers who were cleansed. Nine 
of them were happy over their 
"good fortune." But only one was 
so filled with t rue gratitude that 
he returned to give thanks. He real
ized what he had been and the debt 
he owed for what Chrl."t had done 
for him . 

Someone has said "True thanks
giving is thunksliving." Christians 

Page Three 



should be happy people, people 
who have come to know and ex
perience God's unspeakable gift 
in Jesus Christ. They should be 
people who are living a full and 
rich life each day by the power 
of Christ. In Ephesians 2 Paul de
scribes the state of those who are 
without Christ. They are described 
as being dead in trespasses and 
sins, as those who walk according 
to the course of this world. We 
go on to read in this same chapter 
that without Christ we would be 
"aliens from the commonwea lth of 
Israel, and strangers from the cov
enants of promise, having no hope. 
and without God in the world." 
That is a pretty dark picture. How 
good it is to read. "But now in 
Christ Jesus ye who sometimes 
were afar off are made nigh by the 
blood of Christ. For he is our 
peace." 

Christ has made peace for us 
with God. His suffering and death 
means that God can look upon me 
with all my sin and see me in 
Christ as though r have never 
sinned. Thanks be unto God for 
such an unspeakable gift. 

Not only is Christ able to cleanse 
us from sin, but He is able also 
to give present victory over in
dwelling sin. What Christian has 
not agonized over some besetting 
sin in his life? Paul spoke in Ro
mans 7: 19-25 of this inner conflict, 
the old nature warring against the 
desires of the new nature to serve 
Christ. Christ here, too, must be 
the liberator. "0 wretched man 
that r am! who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death?" The 
answer is there-"J thank God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord ." Let 
us rejoice and keep our eyes on the 
risen Saviour day by day that He 
might give us present victory over 
indwelling sin. 

But the Christian has a good 
deal more over which he can re
joice and give thanks than what is 
his for the present. We are told in 
the Word, "When he shall appear, 
we shall be like him; for we shaH 
see him as he is" (I John 3:2b). Oh 
blessed hope! Christ is coming 
again and our future victory is as-
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sured. Then, and only then, shall 
we have fuJI redemption of spirit, 
soul, and body. Then we shall know 
the full meaning of [ Corinthians 
15:57, "Thanks be unto God, which 
giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Chrisl." 

This is the believer's blessed 
hope, "for we have here no con
tinuing city, but we seek one to 
come. By him therefore let us of
fer the sacrifice of praise to God 
continually, that is, the fruit of 
our lips givi ng thanks to his 
name" (Heb. 13:14, 15). 

Do not the riches of the treas
ures that are ours in Christ Jesus 
set the strings of your heart in 
motion? Ephesians 5:19 and 20 
speak of the psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual songs through which we 
can sing the praise of our God and 
Saviour. But I like especially the 
expression "making melody in your 
heart to the Lord ." That is where 
the song and praise must be . 

At this Thanksgiving time let us 
again take stock to ascertain the 
true basis of our being thankful. 
Let us with overflowing hearts 
glorify God who has loved us and 
given His Son for us. 

LWR'S CLOTHING APPEAL 
SET FOR WEEK OF NOV. 24 

New York (NLC)-Most Luther
an congregations throughout the 
United States are expected to par
ticipate in the annual Thanksgiving 
Clothing Appeal of Lutheran World 
Relief which begins Nov. 24 and 
ends Dec. 1. 

Members of some 18,000 congre
gations are being advised tha t the 
week-long appeal is designed to ob
tain clothing for one million people 
this year. 

Letters urging suppOrt of the 
drive have been sent from LWR 
headquarters here to pastors of 
nearly 11,500 congregations of the 
National Lutheran Council's two 
participating church bodies-the 
American Lutheran Church and the 
Lutheran Church in America. 

In addition, the 5,600 congrega
tions of the Lutheran Church-

Missouri Synod. which co-operates 
with the NLC bodies in the Mate
rial Aid Agency through the Syn
od's Board of World Relief, have 
been asked to participate. 

Some 850 congregations of the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod are also expected to lake 
part in the appeal at the encour
agement of the WELS General Re
lief Committee. 

The NLC bodies and the Missouri 
and Wisconsin Synods comprise 
the majority of American Luther
anism. Smaller Lutheran bodies 
have a total of approximately 400 
congregations. 

Brochures outlining the appeal, 
designated "A Measure of Love," 
are being forwarded to pastors for 
use in their congregational drives. 

The Rev. Ove R. Nielsen, LWR 
assistant executive secretary, noted 
that special needs exist in Korea, 
Taiwan, Hong Kong, Jordan, 
Greece, Yugoslavia, Algeria, Brazil, 
and Chile. 

THE BIBLE· WORD OF TRUTH 
THE: annual Thanksgiving-Io-Chrisl
m;IS Bible reading program of thc 
American Biblc SOI."icty olrers this year 
the following sdlCdulc. 

NOVEMBER 
28 Thanksgiving. . .Psalms 
29 . .. . ... ... Psalms 
30 .... .. Psalms 

DECEMBER 
1 1 sl Adv. Sunday . .. Matthew 
2 .. Matthew 
3 . ....... . ... Matthew 
4 Matthew 
5 .. Matthew 
6 . Matthew 
7 . ... . . . Matthew 
8 2nd Adv. Sunday 

. .. ..... 100 
. 133 
. 150 

. .. .. 5:1·16 
5,17·26 
5:43·48 
6:1-15 

. ... 6:19·34 
7:1·12 

.... 7:13·29 

Univ. Bible Sunday Psalms .. 119 :105-120 
9 .. ....... Psalms ... 119:89·104 

10 . . 2 Timothy ... 3:10-17 
11 . . Deuleronomy .. 5:6·21 
12 .. Ephesians 6:11 ·17 
13 . Philippians .... 4:4·9 
14 .. .. ....... . . Psalms. 25:1·22 
15 3rd Advent Sunday 2 Peter . . ... . 1:16·21 
16 Hebrews .. 4:11·16 
17 .. 1 Thessalonians 1:1·10 
18 James .1:19·27 
19 .. . 1 John .. .... . 1:1·10 
20 ... John. .. 1:1·18 
21 ..... . Matthew .... 1:18·25 
22 4th Advenl Sunday luke ... 1:5-25 
23 luke ..... ... 1 :26-38 
24 .... luke . . 1:39·56 
25 Christmas . . .. . luke .... .. ... 2:8·20 
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Ed it ed by Mrs. David C. Hanson 

THE FACILITIES 

O LORD, I love the habitation of thy house, and 
the place where thy glory dwells" (Ps. 26: 8) . 

A four-year-old, dressed in her Sunday best, 
paused at the head of the stairs that Jed to the pre· 
school department. She turned and looked up im
ploringly at her mother, "Mommy, I don't want to 
go down there. It's dark and it smells," No amount 
of coaxing could persuade the little girl that she 
should go to Sunday school and listen to the Bible 
stories, until her mother promised to stay with her. 

The little girl was right-the hall was forbid· 
d ing. The steps were painted a dark brown, and the 
walls were dull green up to the point where small 
hands couid not reach. One solitary light bulb strug· 
g led to offset the gloom. The basement did smell 
musty. 

Happily, the pre-school room was painted in light 
colors, and the walls were hung with decorations 
that were suitable for the season and for pre-school 
children. The warm smile of a Christian teacher soon 
made the child feel at home. After three or four 
Sundays the hallway was no longer a threat, and the 
dark paint was unnoticed as the youngster hurried 
to meet the teacher she had learned to trust. 

How unfortunate that the hall that led to such 
happy hours for the little ones should be so unin
viting! Light paint and proper ven tilation would have 
made a difference in a child's first impression of the 
Christian church. 

Certainly, there is no substitute for dedicated 
teachers who are concerned that their pupils will 
know the Christ who "came that they may have life, 
and have it abundanUy" (John 10: 10) . But even fine 
teachers are handicapped by second-rate facilities. 
The type of building, arrangement of classes, and the 
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equipment available to the teachers seriously affect 
the results of the teachers' efforts. 

Some churches have buildings that have been 
planned with the needs of the program of parish edu
ca tion in mind: others are meeting in one room. All 
seem to have one thing in common-no one has 
extra space. So each congregation must act to make 
the most of what is available for its particular church 
school. It might be helpful for the board of parish 
education to make a careful survey of present facilities 
to see if changes would facilitate the work among the 
children . 

Since the two closely linked purposes of parish 
education are worship and education, the rooms 
should be planned to create a school atmosphere and 
yet be conducive to worship. The health and well
being of both pupils and teachers should also be 
considered. Overcrowded rooms that a re drafty or 
poorly lighted will tend to tire the children and take 
their attenti on from the Bihle lesson. The temperature 
of the room should be carefully controlled and air 
should circulate without causing discomfort or draft. 

In order to keep the worship center free of dis
tractions from late·comers, children should enter at 
the back of the room and hang their coats on hooks 
tha t have been placed wi thin their reach. A low shelf 
for gloves and hats would also be practical. 

In a one· room Sunday school, heavy curtains, hung 
from very near the ceiling, will do much to diminish 
noise and keep the attention within the class. Furni
ture that is scaled to the size of the child so that 
he can keep his feet securely on the floor and, at 
the same time, have no difficulty in reaching the 
table on which he will work. will help limit restless
ness. 

If the enrollment continues to grow, and there 
seems to be no plan for enlargement of the facilities, 
it may be wise to schedule more than one session of 
Sunday school or plan classes for another day than 
Sunday. 

Remember that the learning process of the child 
begins the momen t he enters the door of the school. 
In that instant he is learning either that the house 
of the Lord is a pleasant place where he will be 
comfortable and at ease, or he is learning that this 
is a drab and confUsing place, and what happens in 
such a room can't really be very important. 

The Christian life offers everything needed for 
a well~adjusted personality, and our Sunday school 
rooms must reflect that fact if the c hildren are to 
believe the Psalmist who wrote, " I was glad when 
they said to me, "Let us go into the house of the 
Lord" (Ps. 122: I). 

ADVENT CALENDAR 

Why not try using a giant size Advent Calendar 
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in your worship services during the month of De
cember? 

First Sunday in Advent-Zechariah and the 
angel Gabriel (Luke 1 :5-24). 

I. Use two 
sheets of very stiff 
paper or poster 
board in a neutral 
color. A standard 
size is 22 x 28. 

Second Sunday in Advent-Gabriel appears to 
Mary (luke I : 25-38) . 

Third Sunday in Advent-Shepherds and angels 
on the hillside (Luke 2:8-15). 

Fourth Sunday in Advent-Manger Scene (luke 
2: 1- 7). 

2. On the top 
sheet draw five 
doors a nd letter 
them to designate 
the Sunday on 
which they will be 
opened. Add dec
orations as you 

r 
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Sunday after Christmas- The wisemen (Mat
thew 2: 1-12). 

4. l ay the top sheet over the bottom sheet, mak
ing sure tha t the edges are even. Open the doors on 
the top sheet and lightly mark t he bottom sheet for 
correct placeme nt of the pictures. 

- . r 
5. Rem ove the top sheet. Glue the pictures in the 

proper place on the bottom sheet. Rubber cement will 
not wrinkle the pictures. see fit. Cut the 

d oo rs on the 
dotted Jines using 
a razor blade. 

SUNt A'''.'' 

3. Choose a 
picture for each Sunday. 

, 
G. Glue the two sheets togetller at the edges. Close 

the doors and open one each Sunday as you tell the 
story that is portrayed in the picture. Choose suitable 
hymns and Scripture readings to complete the worship 
service. 

handshake, and I think if the pas-

TO THE EDITOR 

tor here again would make some 
statement like. " 00 you ha ve it 
weI! with the Lord?" to his people. 
as he says, "Good morning," it 
would be thought-provoking. T 
knOw that when a pastor asked me 
what my hope of salvation was, it 
woke me up, although this was not 
as ked me in church by the door 
but in my home. 

I n reply to your question on to
day's preaching, I would like to say 
that most of it is too short a .<;er
man a nd no doubt too formal. It 
would be better if we started with 
a real good hymn sing and prayer 
and then got into the message. 
which needs to be much more per
sonal so that the people feel as if 
the Word is for them alone and not 
for the whole of congregations 
everywhere. We find too many 
times, after a good message. that 
nothing is said in regard to people 
who have spiritual problems. or 
any questions, to remain after the 
service where they would be able 
to receive help. So I feel that at 
times people must go home feeling 
pretty helpless if they don't have 
courage themselves to ask someone 
to help them along. 
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One more paint, the Bible says 
that the Word is for the "edifica
tion of the saints and the building 
up of the kingdom of God." Some 
pastors find it difficult to ,re~ch to 
the saved and unsaved, to make the 
distinction clear. so that we find 
all the congregation is saved or 
lost. (Of course, if that is the way. 
it is best to preach as if all were 
lost rather tha n saved.) BUl if the 
sain ts were edified, they would 
have more zeal and more burden 
for the lost and be a better help 
to the pastor, too. Strange. that in 
a time of falling away, and we re
alize the signs of the times, that 
instead of Christians falling asleep 
we should be shouting from the 
rooftops (not literally) to make 
these things known. 

People say there is a lot in a 

Of course, in the ministry the 
main thing is to be led of the Holy 
Spirit and be in much \?rayer. Then 
we will always say the right thing 
at the right time. Praise the Lord. 
We thank the Lord for the faithful 
pastors. 

Name Withheld 
North Dakota 

It is the easiest th ing in the 
world to be critical. It does not 
take much investigation in any
thing to find fault, and so it is not 
hard to find fault wi th the preach
ing of our day, too. But still we 
must admit there must be some
thing wrong with today's much 
liberal preaching. The biggest 
trouble is that some preachers 
preach to and about what we (our 
old Adam) want and not what we 
need. 

[Continued 011 pag(' 12] 
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EDITORIALS 

THANKSG IVING, 1963 

A late October trip LO Minneapolis revealed that 
the Christmas season was edging in upon us even 
as the children were preparing for their Halloween 
parading. It didn't help mallers to find that a Chris
tian bookstore had many boxes of Christmas cards 
on display and was playing Christmas records. Yes, 
this was October. Of course, as this reaches you, we 
will all have to have some definite plan of attack for 
our gift shopping. 

But before that glorious festival of the year ar
rives, there is a day next week that we ought to give 
as much atlention as we can. II is Thanksgiving Day. 
(Our Canadian readers have already had theirs.) 

Somehow. even though you arc having the whole 
family over for dinner and you have many miles to 
travel to reach your destination, will you take time 
to thank the Lord for His many blessings? A day 
spent only in relaxation, visiting and good eating will 
nOt honor God. He has dealt bountifully with us and 
special thanksgiving on that day will gladden His 
heart. 

A Thanksgiving Day ill-spent will make one poorly 
prepared to rightly observe the birthday of God's 
gre-dtest gift, His only Son. Lhe Lord Jesus Christ. 

FREE THEOLOGICAL CONFERENCE HELD 

Writing under extreme limitations of time (we're 
moving again), we cannot discuss the recent Free 
Lutheran Theological Conference held in Minneapolis, 
Oct. 29-31, in detail. Perhaps later we can give further 
information; you will find the resolutions of the con
ference in this issue of The Lutheran Ambassador. 

The conference was not sponsored by the Associa
tion as the mIme hinted. It was calJed forth by The 
Word Alone, Inc., a group of American Lutheran 
Church people concerned about purity of church doc-
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trine, the World Council of Churches, etc. Some of 
our people served in various capacities before and dur
ing the conference. 

Representatives of most of the Lutheran groups 
in the United Stales were present. The conference 
surely must have been unique in this respect. When 
you have Lutheran Brethren people mixing with Lu
theran Church in America pastors and clergymen of 
the Wisconsin Synod rubbing shoulders with Associa
tion ministers, it is an unusual situation. 

The common denominator which brought such a 
di verse assemblage together was a concern about a 
drift in Lutheran doctrine (our common bond) in our 
day. Central to the whole problem are the beliefs that 
the written Word of God is being manipulated by 
men, that some will not let the Word ring with the 
finality of old, and that such courses will eventually 
lead to Christian anarchy. 

We fell that the conference was well conducted. 
It was dignified and scholarly. Some of the lectures 
muSt have left the average layman floundering, but 
a professor, accustomed to speaking in the class
room, may take something for granted in faCing a 
general audience. We felt, even before the conference 
started, that it was too bad that no Lutheran pro
fessor from America appeared on the program. Wheth
er some were contacted but couldn't appear, we don't 
know. There must be a good number of such qualified 
persons who are in sympathy with this movement. 

There should be no illusion of a future union of 
all these "conservative" Lutherans. There could be 
some unions among them. but nothing wholesale. 
Por instance, it was very strange to Lutheran Free 
Church ears to hear the an nouncements before or 
after devotional periods stating that said devotions 
did not imply doctrinal unity. We have been very 
free in our associations where we have felt a kindred 
spirit. To sum up this point, there are differences 
among the various groups which would make com
mon work very hard. 

But at the same time, you can look for a "conserva
tive" Lutheran fellowship to be established in these 
next years. It would be for the purpose of theological 
discussion and fostering concern for the Lutheran 
confessions. Next summer, in July, such a conclave 
will be held at a midwestern site. We have the idea 
that the Wisconsin Synod and the Missouri Synod 
are primarily behind it. (We mean people from these 
synods.) We will certainly want to be represented. 

There is an unrest among Lutherans today. If the 
recent conference does nothing else but show the ma
jor Lutheran bodies that people are concerned and that 
they must give better assurances than they have that , 
will stand on the Word a lone, it will have been well 
worth it. 
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HOME 
MISSIONS 

LET US V ISIT THE BRETHREN 

by Pastor John H. Abel 

A NO after some days Paul said 
.l1... to Barnabas, "Come let us re
turn and visit the brethren in every 
city where we proclaimed the word 
of the Lord, and see how th ey are" 
(Acts 15: 36). 

From the time of the first mis
sionary joumeys in Acts until the 
present, it seems that a great de
sire and burden of missionaries is 
the same as that of Paul and Barna
bas. "Come, let us return and visit 
the brethren." Perhaps this is so 
because of the long space of time 
that seems to separate our visits. 
Usually a missionary has to wait 
from 4 to 6 yea rs before he can 
again personally see and talk with 
the brethren who have been stand
ing behind him in prayer and with 
their letters of encouragement 
while he and his family have been 
away all the foreign field proclaim
ing the Word of life. Then. too, 
there is the desire to "visit the 
brethren" to see how they are. Yes, 
every true missionary takes joy 
in seeing the work of God grow. 
Like a parent who has struggled 
to raise a family and has the inter
ests of the family near at heart, 
so the missionary has had the ex
perience of struggl ing spiritually 
to see souls born into the kingdom 
and new churches spring up. It is 
then natural that we desire to see 
how the churches a re getting along 
not on ly abroad but a lso here at 
home. 

In verse 41 we read that they 
"went through Syria and Cilicia, 
strengthening the churches." Now 
this is another great desire of the 
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missionary, to visit the brethren 
that they might be strengthened 
and encouraged. 

So then, it has been our privilege 
to make a mission deputation trip 
this fa ll. I say "our" because my 
wi fe Ruby and four of our chil
dren accompanied me on this trip. 
We traveled through some seven 
states speaking to and singing for 
groups of the brethren in our Free 
Lutheran fellowship. What a joy to 
meet many new friends and to see 
many old friends . We had three 
wonderful weeks of weather for 
our entire trip, and didn't have so 
much as a flat tire in six thousand 
mi les of drivi ng. In Kalispell, Mon
tana. we enjoyed a good visit with 
friends who' are now looking to 
the Association to stan a new 
work among them. Pray much for 
this enthusiastic young group. 
While in the Seattle area, we were 
guests of Rev. and Mrs. A. L. 
Hokanson. From their home we 
circulated freely to various meet
ings in the area. We enjoyed being 
with Pastor and Mrs. Einar Dreyer 
at Ferndale, Washington, also. 

Our little baby Priscilla had a 
little cold when we were with the 
Hokonsons, but under Mrs. Hokan
son's careful baby-sitting care, we 
were on our way again with a 
li ttle girl who was as good as new. 
In Oregon we enjoyed some visits 
in the Salem area, meeting various 
friends there and staying overnight 
with Rev. and Mrs. Ray Persson. 
From here it was a rather long 
trip to the San Francisco area and 
then down to Los Angeles. We had 
time to visit with various groups 
of friends, but our main goal was 
to arrive at the Independent Lu
theran Mission in Nogales, Arizona, 

on the Mexican border. We had 
Sunday dinner with Rev. and Mrs. 
Lawrence Dynneson at the Noga les 
Mission and enjoyed hearing about 
the hi story and progress of the mis
sion. 

The Nogales Mission has been a 
free Lutheran Mission since its be
ginning about twelve years ago. At 
that time Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence 
Dynneson moved their trailer home 
down there from Bible school, and 
Mr. Dynneson, also a skilled ma
son, began to build a stone house 
wh ich would serve as a mission 
center for work on into Mexico. 
The c ity of Nogales itself is divided 
into twO parts, the American side 
and the Mexican side. On the 
American side there are about eight 
thousand inhabitants, while on the 
Mexican side of the city there are 
over forty thousand inhabitants. 
Right near the downtown area of 
either side. you will see the cus
toms' gates which stand in the cen
ter of the city. If you walk through 
the gates, you will pass from one 
country to another and it seems 
also from one world to another. 

There is one rather peculiar fac l 
about this divided city, however. It 
seems that a ll the medical and 
dental facilities are located on the 
Mexican side of the city. This is 
surprising, but it was explained 
that many fine doctors and dentists 
trained in Mexico City and the 
U.S. have wanted to practice in 
Nogales, since they are Mexicans 
and cannot practice in the U.S.A. 
As a result Nogales has a good 
hospital and many dentists, whose 
fees have been much lower than 
on the U.S. side, and thus no hos
pitals or dentists are maintained 
in the U.S. section of the city. 

The city of Nogales, Mexico, re
minded us of a typical South 
American c ity. It had its beautiful 
homes and plazas and then its poor 
sections. There were the masses of 
chi ld ren, dressed in their school 
uniforms, marching off to school. 
Then, too, there were the many 
little shops and faces , not too clean 
or organized by our standards, but 
with their own quaint air of for
eign culture and foreign products. 
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Of course, one sees, too, here and 
there a large modern structure. 
Perhaps it is an office building or 
a new apartment building, a super
market or a department store. As in 
other parts of Latin America, a 
mixture of the old and the new 
work and live side by side. Old cars 
rumbled over the streets, and one 
saw donkeys laden-down and trot
ling along under a warm Mexican 
sun as they had been doing for 
centuries. 

Nogales is a city of hills and 
valleys. For the past several years 
the little Lutheran Mission of the 
Dynnesons and Swensons has car
ried the gospe! to folk living up 
the hills and down the valleys. 
Formerly they had a little grade 
school for Mexican children; but 
due to the difficulty of obtaining 
teachers, it was closed when Mr. 
Dynneson went to prepare himself 
for the ministry. Mr. Dynneson 
and his wife and co-laborers had 
felt that God would have him go 
back to the Midwest and study to 
be the pastor they needed there in 
the mission. Therefore, in 1955 
Lawrence found himself at Con
cordia College while his wife kept 
things going with the Swensons 
in Nogales. 

Lawrence entered seminary af
ter two years of college and 
brought his wife and four children 
to Minneapolis. After three years 
of seminary he graduated and was 
ordained. They took a call to a 
Lutheran parish in Mississippi to 
payoff school bills and get on their 
feet again financially. Of course, 
the ministry doesn't build up bank 
accounts, but the Dynnesons are 
very thrifty and worked with a 
vision of fulfilling God's call to 
Mexico. 

This year in September they felt 
it was God's time for them to re
turn; and so they came on faith, 
no salary awaiting, just the grate
ful welcome of their faithful co
laborer Mr. Swenson. Miss Olga 
Swenson had been with them pre
viously; and through the years of 
their absence she and her brother 
carried on, but now the Lord has 
called her home. Olga was a tre
mendous prayer warrior and had 
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led many not on ly to the Lord but 
to depth in their Christian life. She 
had had failing health for some 
time and was yet only a middle
aged woman when God called her 
home. 

Lawrence and his family have 
come home to Nogales after almost 
nine years. They have come by 
faith, for their mission has always 
heen a free independent Lutheran 
Mission. They have written to our 
Association and are interested in 
fellowshipping with us. Here again 
is an example of an open door to 
do mission work and a man dedi
cated with his co-workers to do a 
task for Christ. There is a chal
lenge here because both our stu
dents and our lay Christians might 
have an opportunity to visit and 
see and gain experiences in actual 
mission conditions. We must pray 
that God will have His way in the 
considerations of all. Let us re
member Rev. Dynneson and fam
ily and Mr. Swenson in our prayers. 

What a juy, then, was Mrs. Abel's 
and mine and also the children's 
as we proclaimed the Word of God 
and met the brethren along the 

way. We returned to Fargo by way 
of Salt Lake City and Faith, S. 
Dak., having a meeting there with 
Rev. Jay Erickson and family and 
then with the ladies of the South 
Dakota District of the WMF in 
Faulkton, S. Oak. We can see that 
God is truly blessing our Associa
tion and that everywhere there 
are those who are rejoicing in our 
new Free Lutheran fellowship. May 
the Holy Spirit use all our plans 
and activities to gather for the pure 
glory of Jesus Christ and the up" 
building of His chu rch. 

PRAYER 

Prayer is work, dost thou believe 
it? 

Prayer is power, wilt thou receive 
it? 

Prayer the path the Saviour trod, 
Prayer the touch that links with 

God. 
Make thy life a daily prayer, 
He will answer-here and there. 

-Author unknown 
(from Prayer Poems) 

GRACE 
A simple man clasps hi, hands and bows hi. head in 'hankf ... lne ... fa. th e bread and 

gru,,1 b"fore him. 
_ RNS Photo, copyright Aug.burg Publi.hing Hou.e 
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NEWS FROM THE DISTRICTS 

South Dakota 

The Women's Missionary Federa
tion rally of the South Dakota 
District was held at Faulkton, S. 
Oak., on Friday, October 18, with 
morning and afternoon sessions. 

The morning was opened with 
group singing, followed by devo
tions given by Mrs. Jay Erickson. 
Faith. Pastor and Mrs. John Abel 
and daughters and Mrs. Bob Jen
sen, Faith, furnished the special 
music, A reading. "The Church 
Walking with the World," was 
given by Mrs. Sherman McCarlson, 
Webster. The Rev, John Abel, mis, 
sions director of the Association. 
presented the morning message 
based on Acts 9: 17-23, 

Following the noon meal the 
group met agai n and was led in 
devotions by Mrs. Laverne Storley 
of Roslyn. using Revelation 3:8-
13, Special music consisted of a 
number by a group of ladies from 
Tabor congregation of Webster 
and a solo by Mrs. John AbeL 
Pastor Abel then presented an in
teresting Bible study on Matthew 
9:35 and showed slides of his mis
sionary work in Brazil. 

The following officers were elect
ed: president, Mrs. Ervin Tvinne
reim, Webster; vice-president, Mrs . 
Bob Jensen, Faith; and secretary
treasurer, Mrs. Sherman McCarl
son. Webster. II was voted to have 
a spring and fall rally each year 
with the spring rally to be held in 
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May at the Tabor Lutheran Church 
of rural Webster. 

We all enjoyed the fellowship 
with other WMF members and the 
inspiring messages we received in 
word and song. 

Mrs, Sherman McCarlson 
Secretary 

Northern Minnesota 

There were seventy-eight registered 
at our Women's Missionary Fed
eration rally pf the Northern Min
nesota District held at the Oiland 
Lutheran Church. Greenbush, Pas
tor Richard Snipstead's charge, 
Oct. 22. Mrs. Snipstead led the 
meeting and Mrs. Albin Helstad, 
Roseau. was organist. 

Morning devotions were given by 
Mrs. Torkel Ose, Thief River Falls. 
Mrs. Carl Haugen and Miss Alma 
Haugen, Newfolden, sallg a duet. 
Miss Ona Broden, Fertile, spoke 
on Romans 12. Mrs. Harold Arne
son, . Roseau, favored us with a 
Norwegian reading. Mrs. Ole Ose, 
Thief River Falls. national WMF 
president, outlined the work proj
ects for the WM F. 

At the business meeting these 
officers were elected: president, 
Mrs. Harold Arneson, Roseau; vice
president, Mrs. James Johnson; 
secretary, Mrs. Bernha rd Dalager; 
treasurer, Mrs. Norman Peterson; 
cradle roll secretary, Mrs. George 
Rodegaard; junior missions, Mrs. 
Mervin Knutson. 

The meeting closed with a song 
by ladies from Bethania and Heg-

land congregations and a prayer 
by Pastor Snipstead. 

Dinner was served at the church. 
The afternoon service consisted of 
a singspiration led by Mrs. Arthur 
Moe, Thief River Falls: devotions 
by Mrs. John Sonack, Greenbush; 
solo by Mrs. Oscar Helstad; and a 
duet su ng by Mrs. Marie Anderson 
and Mrs. Olaf Hall of the Rindal 
Church, Newfolden. The aft er
noon mcssag,e was a talk by Mrs, 
Kenneth Johnson of Fertile. Her 
text was taken from I Corinthians 
15. Mrs. Omer Espe and Mrs. 
Bernhard Dalager, Salem Church. 
Roseau, sang a duet. Mrs. Erling 
Huglen of Roseau directed a mass 
choir in two numbers. Pastor Mar
ius Haakenstad. Thief River Falls, 
made some closing remarks and 
offered the prayer. 

Mrs. Bernhard Oa lager 
Secretary 

PRAISE TO GOD 
ON THANKSGIVI NG 

In everything and always
Give thanks to His command; 
He keeps His own securely 
In the hollow of His hlnd! 

Have we paused to tell Him "Thank 
You!" 

For supplying daily bread? 
While the millions all around us 
Are waiting to be fed? 

May this Thanksgiving truly be 
A day of thankful praise, 
As we recount His bounteous bless

ings 
Throughout the coming days. 

Mrs. Milton Tollefson 

"Then on that day David first 
appointed that thanksgiving be 
sung to the Lord by Asaph and 
his brethren" (I Chron. 16:7). 

"0 give thanhs to the Ulrd, call on 
his name. 

make known his deeds among the 
peoples!" (I Chron. 16:8). 

"Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
and his courts w ith praise! 

Give thanks to him, bless his 
name!" (Ps. 100:4). 

The Lutheran Ambassador 



Resolutions of the Free Lutheran 
Theological Conference 

Minneapolis, Minnesota, Oct. 29-31, 1963 

CH RI STIAN EDUCATION 

WHEREAS, it is now common 
knowledge that the heresy of lib
eralism, known as 'Nco-Orthodoxy' 
has infiltrated colleges and semi
nary units of most of our Lutheran 
synods La the extent that recent 
graduates of the seminary hold 
views contrary to the Confessions 
of the Lutheran Church, therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, that a committee of 
three persons be established in each 
of our synodical bod ies, to be se
lected by the interested persons of 
each body a ttending this confer
ence, and that these committees be 
instructed to contact the proper 
authorities in their respective bod
ies to have this situation at the 
colleges and seminaries corrected; 
and be it further 

RESOLVED that if no assurance 
of satisfactory progress to this end 
is manifest within a reasonable 
time, the committee (or commit
tees) are herebv instructed to ex
plore the possibility and feasibility 
of making the necessary provi~ions 
for Christian education of our 
youth at independent institutions 
with a conservative, wholesome 
Christian emphasis. and be it 
further 

RESOLVED that these commit
tees be instructed to study the 
problem of providing publicat ions 
for religious education and other 
youth materials with a conserva
tive wholesome Christian emphasis. 

COMMUNISM 

WHEREAS, the Church has both 
the right and the duty to oppose 
and condemn all that is evil, and 

WHEREAS, the Communist sys
tem exists for the very purpose of 
enforcing an evil, consciously 
atheistic code of belief and behav
ior; and 

WHEREAS, the ultimate aim of 
Communism is the total eradica-

ments, including the destruction of 
Christianity: and 

WHEREAS, the Communists 
have murdered millions and hold 
other millions as slaves; and 

WHEREAS, according to a news 
report from the United States State 
Department, over 5,000 American 
citizens, many of them U.S. ser
vicemen, are still in Communist 
slave-labor camps inside the Soviet 
Union; and 

WHEREAS the Communist State 
cannot be recognized as a lawful 
state. since it commands that which 
is evil and forbids that which is 
good ; and 

WHE REAS, the World Council 
of Churches and the Lutheran 
World Federation have admitted in
to membership churches which are 
under the complete control of the 
Communists ; and 

WHEREAS, Christian refugees 
throughout the world consider the 
decisions to admit Communist 
controlled churches "a great trag
edy" (See the reasons listed by 
Dr. Arthur Voobus in "Conscience 
Must Protest, Lut./Jeran News, Oct. 
21, \963.); therefore be it 

RESOLVED that we support the 
Lutheran Latvian and Estonian 
churches in exile in their protests 
against the admission of the USSR, 
Latvian and Estonian churches in
to the L WF and the wce, and be 
it further 

RESOLVED, that we make every 
possible effort to inform Luther
ans and all others we can reach 
concerning the diabolical nature of 
the Communist conspiracy and of 
the urgency of strengthening our 
patriotism together with faithful
ness to God's Holy Word. and be 
it further 

RESOLVED, that we urge our 
people to write their congressional 
representatives requesting that re
newed and continuous efforts be 
made to secure the immediate re
lease of any and all American 

viet Uni on, and that meanwhile 
we remember them at t he throne of 
grace in prayer. 

The NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES. WORLD COUNCIL 

OF CHURCHES AND THE 
LUTHERAN 

WORLD FEDERATION 

W HER EAS. the Nationa! Coun
cil of Churches, the World Coun
cil of Churches, and the Lutheran 
World Federation include leading 
theologians who deny such basic 
doctrines of the Christian faith as 
the hi storical and factual accuracy 
of the Genesis account of the crea
tion of all things. and the virgin 
birth and physical resurrection of 
Christ; and 

WHEREAS, according to the 
constitution of the National Coun
cil of Churches, any member of the 
NCC or of any of its divisions 
must recognize all members of the 
NCC as being "one in Christ"; and 

WHEREAS, the World Council 
of Churches and the Lutheran 
World Federation include leading 
churchmen from Communist-con
trolled nations who are trusted by 
the Communists and serve as their 
agents; and 

WHEREAS, the Lutheran World 
Federation could not agree on the 
fundamental doctrine of Justifica
tion by Faith at the recent Fourth 
Assembly of the LWF in Helsinki; 
end 

WHEREAS, the LCA is a mem
ber of the NCC and the Missouri 
Synod and the ALC are members. 
according to the NCC, of various 
NCC units: and 

WHEREAS, the LCA and ALC 
are members of the LWF, and 

WHEREAS, the LCA and the 
ALC are members of the WCC, 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that we record our 
stand against the position and 
practice of the NCC, wce and 
LWF, and be it further 

RESOLVED, that we urge all 
conservative Lutherans actively to 
seek to have our respective church 
bodies sever their relations with 
the NCC and the WCC, as a clear 

t ion of all anti-materialistic move- citizens imprisoned within the So- witness of our faith in Jesus Christ 
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as revealed to us in the inerrant 
Word of God and as sel forth in 
the historic Lutheran Confessions. 

THE DOCTRINE OF HOLY 
SCRIPTURE AND CREA nON 

WHEREAS, certain pastors and 
professors in the LCA, ALe and 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
publicly reject the historic Chris
tian doctrine of the inspiration and 
inerrancy of the Holy Scriptures; 
and 

WHEREAS, certain pastors and 
professors in the LCA, ALC, and 
Missouri Synod claim that God 
used evolution to create the world 
and that man has progressed from 
some primary organism, thereby 
negating the historic doctrine of 
original sin and removing the basic 
need for a divine Savior; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, that we urge all 
who would be true to the historic 
Biblical Lutheran position actively 
to oppose pastors and professors 
who reject the Christian doctrines 
of Holy Scripture and creation, 
with the purpose of stopping and 
correcting the error of their teach
ing; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that we individual
ly urge our respective synodical 
bodies to require that all persons 
within our various groups, especial
ly those whom we call or em ploy 
to teach our people through church 
publication, in our church-support
ed schools, and in our respective 
seminaries, to fully subscribe to 
and teach in accord with the pub
licly declared confessional posi
tions of our respective bodies, as 
applicable, for example, as stated 
in Art. IV, Sec. I of the ALC 
Constitution, to wit: 

"The ALC accepts all the ca
nonica l books of both the Old 
and New Testamems as a 
whole and in all their parts as 
the divinely inspired revealed 
and inerrant Word of God, and 
submits to this as the only in
fallible authority in all matters 
of faith and life." and 

Paragraphs I and 5 of the Brief 
Statement. 
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EXPRESSIONS OF GRATITUDE 
AND CONCERN 

BE IT RESOLVED, that we offer 
our praise and thanks to our heav
enly Father for His blessings upon 
us in this Free Lutheran Confer
ence and for the presence and 
guidance of the Holy Spirit as we 
have been strengthened through 
the Word of God and fortified in 
our faith in Jesus Christ. our 
Savior and our King. 

BE IT RESOLVED, that we ex
press our heartfelt thanks to The 
Word Alone, Inc., for sponsoring 
this Free Lutheran Conference and 
to all who in any way assisted in 
making it possible. 

BE IT RESOLVED, that we ex 
press our appreciation to First 
Baplist Church, Minneapolis. Minn., 
for their courtesies to us in the 
use of their facilities for this con
ference_ 

BE IT RESOLVED, that we ex
press our deep gratitude to all 
guest speakers for their inspiring 
messages, and that we assure them 
of our prayers for God's blessing 
on them in their continued study 
of, and their faithful witness to, 
the Word of God. 

BE IT RESOLVED, that we ex
press our deep gratitude to all guest 
who participated in, and who have 
given so generously of their means 
to defray the ·expenses connected 
with this conference . 

BE IT RESOL VEO, that we urge 
all members in our respective syn
odical bodies to pray for 11 God
sent revival that will result in 11 

true faithfulness to the infallible 
sacred Scriptures. 

[Com;lIl1l"d from pa{:.,? 1>1 
There is a tendency in our day 

for a pastor to play the role of 
an entertainer. Have you noticed 
how everything nowadays has to 
start with a joke even at times 
from the pulpit and the sermon we 
get lasts from 12 to 15 minutes? 
No pastor, no matter how good, can 
do justice to the text or the one 
in the pew in that time. If a pas
tor who has gone into a congrega
tion as their shepherd and knows 
the door of the sheepfold and has 
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come into the fold through the 
Door and not climbed over some 
other way, how can he but be en
thusiastic about it and long to 
tell the other sheep of the blessed
ness of a life hidden in Christ? 

I like to have my pastor preach 
to me of what I need, not what I 
want, even though the shoe pinches 
at times. Today pastors are told to 
preach love. We are to love every
thing and be socially-minded. 
That's why today it is difficult to 
see the difference between a born
again Christian and a church
attending individual. We have for
gotten the admonition, "Come ye 
apart from such. Have no fellow
ship with darkness, if ye are of 
the light." Yes, there is discontent 
among many in today's preaching, 
but let us remember that discontent 
is the first step in the progress of 
man or nation. Maybe this can be 
applied to the preaching too. 

Name Withheld 
North Dakota 
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