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Without Him­
Nothing 

"Simon Peter saith unto them, 
I go a fishing. They say unto him, 
We also go with thee. They went 
forth, and entered into a ship im­
mediately; and that night they 
caught nothing" (John 21:3). 

"That night they caught nothing." 
Not hing! The word has a familiar 
ring to it. Every fisherman knows 
the word and dreads it. In spite of 
the best tackle. the best bait, the 
best weather, the best location, they 
caught nothing. That one word 
g ives the sum total of results from 
a whole night's work of these ex­
perienced men. They knew the Jake. 
They were wet! versed in t he art 
of fishing. It was their means of 
livelihood. Hour after hour they had 
cast their nets all through the 
night with the unspoken hope that 
this time it would be different; that 
this time the nets would be filled. 
Time after time the nets were 
pulled in-empty. No wonder Peter 
and the rest were discouraged and 
ready to quit. 

Boys and girls, many of you, too, 
know what the word means. You, 
too, have said to your pal as Peter 
d id, "} go a fishing ." And you 
started out with great hopes. You 
were going to catch the big one 
that day. Jokes and laughter filled 
t he air as your little group made 

According to tlte Word 
its way to the lake, or the old, 
winding creek. A few hours later, 
you returned. The crestfallen, dis­
couraged look told t he story, the 
story of failure. You caugh t noth­
ing. 

Many of you , however, don' t 
know the joys and disappointments 
of a fishing trip. You have never 
been out on a Jake full of fish, fish 
that sometimes won't bite. But 
there is one "lake" we launch out 

And yet, so often at the close of 
their day, the day called Life, the 
total of their "catch" can be 
summed up in one word-nothing. 
There is nothing of eternal conse­
quence . 

Why is that so? Why may the 
fru it of the labor of a whole life 
appear as nothing when viewed at 
the "sunset" of life? What can we 
learn from Peter and his experi­
ence? I believe the lesson God 

on every morning. That lake is wants to teach us is that without 
called Life. It too has great pos- Him we can do nothing. Jesus had 
sibilities. Never has it been so been left out that day. He had no 
filled with opportunities as just place in their plans. They went 
now. It, too, is inviting. Doors are out without Him; they labored 
open for young and old. without Him. Isn't that a p icture 

Everywhere we see boys and of so many lives? He is left out. 
girls, men and women, out "fish- As least He is pushed out into the 
ing"-fishing for wealth, for honor, periphery of experience. Things be­
for popularity, for security, for old come so important that there is no 
age, and so on. Popularity is a very time left for Him. Hearts become 
attractive item on the list, especial- undernourished, and lives that 
Iy for young folk. And the fishing should be like " trees planted by 
is good. Many seem to have suc- the rivers of water, that bri ngeth 
cess. Everything seems to be com- forth fruit in its season" have 
ing their way. That's the story of nothing to give. No wonder the 
many in the secular field. "draught" gets discouraging. 

That same experience can apply When Jesus is taken into their 
in the religious field. There are plans, the story becomes differ­
those who labor for Him and are ent. The picture is re-touched. Up­
constantly burdened with the fact on His word, they go out. Upon His 
that they "catch" so little for Him. word, they cast the net. He as­
So few are won over from darkness sumes all responsibility. All they do 
into His marvelous light. But to is faithfully obey. And, behold, the 
the many, names and numbers nets are pulled in-full of fishes. 
alone seem important. Names are That's the way it can be-with 

added and their popularity grows. Him. - Karl G. Berg 
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Have We Dethroned God? 

by Pastor Marius Haakenstad. 
Thief River Falls, Minn. 

FROM that time forth began Je­
sus to show unto his disciples, 

how that he must go unto Jerusa­
lem, and suffer many things of the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, 
and be killed, and be raised again 
the third day" (Matt. 16: 21). 

Lenten season is a time of the 
year when we look forward to, 
and in a special way are preparing 
to remember the suffering. death 
and resurrection of OUf Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. This should not 
be only at a certain given time, but 
rather it should be a daily remem­
brance and experience in our lives. 

The important thing is. however, 
and the question must be asked, 
how much does it mea n to us that 
Jesus, "must," and was willing to 
go to Jerusalem and there suffer 
and die for us? The answer to that 
question will depend on how much 
we are in need of a Savior and 
what kind of a God we have. Do 
we have a God who is alive and 
active? A God who has spoken and 
still speaks and when He speaks 
He means what He says and acts 
upon it? One who when He says 
"no" means no and when He says 
"yes" means yes and not maybe? 
Do we have a God whom the Bible 
pictures as a Hving, consuming, 
hurni ng fire, the c reator, ruler and 
judge of all? Do we have a holy, 
just, and r ighteous God who does 
not tolerate sin in any shape or 
form? "Are not my words like as 
fire?" says the Lord, "and like a 
hammer that breaketh the rock in 
pieces." 

God said, "But of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, thou 
shalt not eat: for in the day thou 
eatest thereof, thou shalt surely 
die." "And when the woman saw 
that the tree was good for food, 
and that it was pleasant to the eyes 
and a tree to be desired to make 
one wise, she took of the fruit 
thereof and did eat, and gave a lso 
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unto her husband with her, and he 
did eat." "Wherefore as by one 
man sin entered into the world, 
and death by si n; and so death 
passed upon a ll men for that a ll 
have sinned." "As it is written, 
there is none righteous, no not 
one." "For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God." 
"For as many as have sinned with· 
out the law shall also per ish with· 
out the law: and as many as have 
sinned in the law shall be judged 
by the law." Thus we could go on 
and on and on; however, let God 
be God, a God who has spoken and 
still speaks, and means what He 
says. 

The text tells us t ha t Jesus must 
go to Jerusalem and there suffer 
and be killed. We may ask then, 
why did Jesus have to go to Jeru· 
salem and there suffer and be 
killed? The reason is that we are 
sinners, ungodly, unrighteous men 
and women. teen-agers and ch il· 
dren, and the wrath of God is upon 
us. and our destiny is eternal hell 
and destruction. "For behold the 
Lord will come with fury, and his 
rebuke with flames of fire." "And 
they shall go forth and look upon 
the carcasses of men that have 
transgressed against me: and their 
worm shall not die. and they shall 
be an abhorring unto all flesh." 

There are, however, two sides to 
the full counsel of God: sin and 
grace, Law and Gospel. Wherefore, 
as God is a living, consuming, burn· 
ing fire, and a holy. just and right. 
eous God, He is at the same time 
a ll·loving, compassionate and long­
suffering. "The Lord is not 
slack concerning his promise, as 
some men count slackness; but is 
longsuffering to us·ward, not will· 
ing that any should perish, but that 
a ll should come to repentance." 
"For God so loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have ever­
lasting life." However, the B!ble 
says: " For as the heavens are high· 
er than the earth so are my 
ways higher than your ways, and 
my thoughts than your thoughts." 

So also with God's love, compas­
sion, and longsuffering, they are 
so much higher than ours. But we, 
instead of permitting God's Holy 
Spirit to lift us up toward His love, 
a re too prone to drag God's love 
and compassion down to our senti· 
mental, sensual, selfish. emotional 
level , and thus it has no real and 
solid spiritual va lue and meaning. 
It stirs us up ror a little while. 
and even brings out a few tears, 
but it has no lasting satisfaction. 

{Continued (In page 11] 

BffiLE CAMP ANNOUNCEMENT 
We regret to announce that it will not be possible for us to 

have a Family Bible Camp at lake Geneva this summer during 
July 6-12. Our agreement with the camp owners was verbal. not 
written, and they have made their own plans for the week, making 
it impossible for us to use it. 

We must decide soon whether to secure that week at anoth.r 
camp or choose an August date at lah Geneva . W. will inform 
you as soon as possible concerning any new plans. 

Again, we are very sorry that our plans have had to be changed. 
The arising of the problem was unintentional on the part of all 
parties concerned. 

Bible Camp Committee, AFlC 

Page Three 



(The first article in a series) 

Evolution and the Church 

B ELIEF in Evolution is one of 
the most influential and pow­

erful spiritual forces at work to­
day. Evolution is by no means an 
unimportant issue; it is a critical 
problem for the Church. An indi­
cation of the place of Evolution in 
our spiritual picture is contained 
in the following summary of the 
September, 1963, inaugural address 
at St. Olaf College, Northfield, Min­
nesota: 

" ... church fellowship has been 
freed for a thorough search for 
truth by two theological develop­
ments: the passing of major de­
nominations out of sectarianism 
into ecumenicity and the accom­
panying new understanding of the 
doctrine of creation. " 1 

This writer strongly disagrees 
concerning the supposed goodness 
given this "new understanding." 
But it is true that the belief in 
Evolution is of tremendous theo­
logical significance. Though the 
above summary was from a news­
paper report, it is consistent with 
not only the local but also the en­
tire theological scene. 

The belief that Evolution is a fact 
provides the common basis of Lib­
eralism and Neo-orthodoxy. Even 
with all their variations, these the­
ologies have this same underlying 
root: the "fact" of Evolution to 
which they conform. The weaken­
ing fruits of the belief in Evolu­
t ion have long been evident in 
many areas of the Church. But it 
appears clear also that the Teach­
ing is now being established within 
vital strongholds of the Faith. One 
of the objectives of this series is 
to make plain that Evolution is in­
deed a critical spiritual problem. 

The Basic Objective 

The essential objective of this 
series is to make clear that the 

1 Minneapolis Morning Tribune, 
Sept. 17, 1963 
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Doctrine of Evolution is diamet­
rically opposed to God and to His 
Word. Though it will not be the 
objective of this series to discuss 
in detail the scientific dimensions, 
it is appropriate to express the 
convict ion that Evolution has not 
been demonstrated, and that the 
scientific evidence indicates much 
more the literal historicity of the 
Biblical account of Creation. How­
ever, it is also the conviction of the 
writer that it is the exegetical and 
spiritual evidence of the Scriptures 
that is of primary and foremost 
importance. The objective of this 
series is to present the evidence, 
the testimony of Scripture. 

What Is Evolution? 

What do we mean by Evolution? 
Evolution is expressed in various 
ways depending on the purposes 
and beliefs of those who "teach" 
evolution. (Practically speaking, 
Evolution is almost always taught 
as a doctrine, a dogma, a fact.) 
Some believe in naturalistic evo­
lution, i.e., that evolution is the 
result only of natural processes. 
Some believe in theistic evolution, 
I.e., that God "used" the evolu­
tionary process to "create." Most 
believe that the development of 
new forms of life took place in very 
small changes, while a few believe 
that the changes were large. There 
are many aspects and sides to the 
Teaching. It would be beyond our 
scope and purpose to discuss each 
belief individually. We can, how­
ever, define Evolution in a manner 
that is adequate to embrace all the 
beliefs of any consequence. 

A reasonably accurate graphical 
definition of Evolution is given on 
the chart at the bottom of page 5. 

The doctrine states that Evolu­
tion is the generation over long 
periods of time of new forms of 
life from pre-existing fonns. What 
is said about the origin of the first 
"bit" of life would depend on the 

teacher' s beliefs, i.e., atheism, 
agnosticism, or theism. For exam­
ple, the theist would probably say 
that the first "bit" of life came as 
the result of God's activity, while 
the atheist would say that the be­
ginning was accidental. 

Is Evolution the generation of 
new "species"? This definition is 
given by most evolutionists. They 
then claim that the development of 
new species in the laboratory is 
clear evidence of the evolutionary 
process. Before beginning our 
study we should consider this defi­
nition of Evolution. 

Necessary Background 

The System of Classification of 
the forms of life is a method de­
veloped by men to facilitate the 
study of life. But the system is 
highly qualitative and subjective: 
it lacks measurable substance. It 
contrasts in objectivity for example 
with the system of classification 
of the elements. But let us consider 
the present system. 

Using the Dog as our example 
and contrasting it or combining it 
with other fonns, as the differ­
ences or similarities suggest, we 
can indicate the essence of the sys­
tem. 

SYSTEM OF CLASSIFICATION 

Categories Application (Dog) 

Species 
(1) Dog 
(2) Wolf 
(1) Dog and Wolf 

Genera (2) Fox 

Families 
(1) Dog and Fox 
(2) Bear 

(1) Dog and Bear 
Orders (2) Horse 

Classes 
(1) Dog and Horse 
(2) Fish 

Phyla 
(1) Dog and Fish 
(2) Worm 

Kingdoms 
(1) Dog and Worm 
(2) Tree 
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In the above application, why is 
the Dog (J) not combined with 
but rather contrasted with the 
Wolf (2)? Beca use we are unable 
to breed the Dog with the Wolf and 
get fertile offspring. Now most 
biologists call those individuals that 
can interbreed a "species." Thus 
the Dog is classified as one species, 
the Wolf another. 

The Species Problem 

Such an apparently exact method 
of separating groups higher than 
"species" (i.e .• genus, family, or­
der; etc.) does not now exist. 
Furthermore, because this system 
of classification is man-made, it is 
questionable whether such group­
ings do exist! 

But there are major problems 
even with the apparently exact 
species concept. For example, 
cross-breeding cannot be applied 
to the asexual and self-fertilizing 
forms of life. And there a re other 
problems. May the following state­
ments, made by leading evolution-

ists, suffice to quest ion even the 
mOst objective of the system's cate­
gories, species: 2 

Julian Hu x ley: "Experience 
teaches us that even competent 
systematists do not agree as to the 
delimitation of species. " 

G. L. Stebbins: "Unfortunately 
... the more t horough study of na­
ture's variation pattern reveals that 
fickle Dame Nature has very dif­
ferent ends in view from that of 
making neat hierarchies of species 
and genera which naturalists can 
file away tidily in cabinets with the 
leas t possible trouble." 

Alfred C. Kinsey: A species is a 
"nebulous something which every­
body calls a species but which 
nobody can define. describe, or rec­
ognize in a fashion which is quite 
acceptable to the next student in 
the fi eld . .. . We are ready to ques­
tion the reality of any grouping of 

~ Klotz, John W., Genes, Genesis, 
and Evolution, S1. Louis, Concordia 
Publishing House, 1955. 49-50 

local populations into species or 
any other category." 

Therefore, in conclusion, what 
today systematists cons ider to be 
the basic "blocks" may well not 
be the blocks of life as originally 
created and now maintained by 
God. 

Evolution Defined 

Scri pture states that there are 
groups of life caIled "kinds." But 
Scripture does not sta te how the 
groups are separated or how much 
they can vary within. That these 
groups are permanent however, 
i.e. , have fixed boundaries, is indi­
cated by the words "Let the earth 
bring fort h living c reatures after 
their kind." (The Laws of Genetics 
indicate the methods established 
to control the variations and the 
boundaries.) It is ins tructive to ob­
serve that where the word "kind" 
is applied to specific fo rms of life 
(e.g. "hawk." "owl" of Leviticus 
13). according to most systema­
t ists. the forms named are groups 

THE DOCTRINE OF 
EVOLUTION 

CENOZOIC 
ERA 

FORMS 

-MAN 

-APES 
-MAMMALS 

-BIRDS 

MESOZOIC I 

ERA I 
I I 

-REPTILES PALEOZOIC 
ERA IP' ~ -APf>HIBIANS 

PRECAMBRIAN ::.,.....---

___ :<~~~E~R~A~::~====~::::::~~~~==:j-FISHES -SEA FORMS 

-PROTOZOA 
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much broader than species, e.g., 
family and order. 

The arising of new "species" is 
not a satisfactory description of 
Evolution. (Chri stian apologetics 
has been weak at this point.) Evo­
lution is the arising of new kinds 
out of preexisting kinds. The 
Church should maintain that even 
though variations within kinds can 
and do arise, the Word reveals that 
new kinds out of preexisting kinds 
cannot. The doctrine of Evolution 
is opposed to the fact. This is the 
Teaching that concerns us. 

Its "Non-theological" Influence" 

Our objective is to declare the 
great conflict that exists between 
Evolution and the Faith delivered. 
But before entering that study, we 
should note the cen tral place and 
influence Evolution has in major 
" non-theolog:cal" disciplines. (The 
influence of Evolution is so exten­
sive and pervasive the writer hesi­
tates to begin to elaborate upon it!) 

The "fact" of Evolution is a basic 
premise in the system of thought 
of almost every philosophy, in the 
foundations of psychology and 
psychiatry, in the theories and prac­
tices of education, sociology, and 
law, and in the interpretations of 
history. 

The premise of Evolution is used 
to establish the belief that truth 
is relative, man's mind being the 
measure of things: because the 
mind as well as the body is evolv­
ing, the mind' s conceptions of 
reality change also. Truth becomes 
that which "works." Similarly, mor­
als and ethics do not rest on abso­
lute s ta n dar d s. Furthermore, 
because he is evolving progressive­
Iy, man is usually considered 
essentially good. Man's psyche, 
moreover, is to be understood in 
terms of the behavior of t he prim i­
tive animals of wh ich man is only 
an extension. These two concepts, 
the nature of man and the nature of 
truth, have alone harmfully molded 
educational, sociological, legal, and 
psychiatric practices. 

Widespread belief in inevitable 
evolut ionary progress prompts a 
false and harmful optimis tic view 
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of his tory. 
There are other evi l concepts and 

ideologies built upon Evolution: 
The beliefs in evolutionary racial 
superiority and that the "fittest" 
rule provided the ideological skele· 
ton for Naziism. They continue to 
provide motivation for neo-Naziism. 
The heart of Communism's ideo­
logical structure, moreover, would 
be destroyed if EVOlution were not 
true. Not only would it aboli sh 
Communism's interpretation of his­
tory, of man and of truth, and its 
profession of controlling man's evo­
lutionary development. but it would 
also demolish Communism's athe­
istic explanation of how things 
came into existence. 

And there is much more! 

The Issue 

The heart of the conflic t of Evo­
lut ion with God and His Word is 
with respect to the beginning of 
many things, natural and super­
natural, physical and spiritual. The 
origin of physical and spiritual 
realities essentially detennine what 
these realities a re today. 

At stake in the conflict between 
God and the Doctrine of Evolution. 
naturalistic or theistic, are, among 
others, the Doctrines of Man, of 
Sin, of The Curse, of The Promise, 
o! Suffering, of Death, of God, of 
Redemption, of The Word, and of 
Christ Jesus. 

The issue is the vitality of our 
Christian Faith. 

PERSONAUTIES 

Rev. George Amundson, ALC, 
has moved from Zahl, N. Oak., to 
Center, N. Dak. There has been a 
large reorganization of churches in 
the Zahl area. 

Mr. Sidney Swenson, Chicago, 
111. , has accepted a call to be a lay 
assistant in the Greenbush, Minn., 
parish of the Association. He will 
take up his duties there shortly. 

Rev. Chester C. Blake, ALC, is 
now living in Spokane, Wash., 
where he serves Bethany Lutheran. 
Formerly, he lived in Kirkland, 
Wash. 

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
IN OUR WORK 

Here are some additional ex· 
cerpts of letters received by our 
treasurer telling of interest in the 
work of the Association. 

I am interested in the Lutheran 
Association. Please accept th is 
small contribution. 

Battle Lake, Minn. 

Enclosed find a check to be used 
wherever it is needed the most. 
We know it isn't too much but we 
a lso know that every little bit 
helps. 

Grafton, N. Dak 

Please include the enclosed gift 
in your gifts for the General Fund 
as the Ambassador voiced there 
was need there at the present time. 
It is a real privilege to share in the 
Lord's work in winning souls for 
Jesus while it is yet day. "Night 
cometh when no man can work" 
(John 9: 4) . 

Minneota, Minn. 

We would like to give some­
thing to help you r work along a l­
though we are old and retired with 
not much income. We have sub· 
scribed to the Lutheran Ambassa­
dor and look forward to every copy. 

Cokato, Minn. 

On behalf of the Sunday School 
of Bethany in Binford (of which I 
am superintendent), we wish to 
have our mission gift to go to the 
mission radio program which you 
now have. Use our small. but sin­
cerely given gift where it will be 
of greatest help. God can do mighty 
wonders through the small hands 
and willing hearts of His small 
children. 

Binford, N. Dak. 

After our Wednesday night 
prayer meeting our little group 
voted to send this small gift for 
the furtherance of His kingdom. 
Also as a token of appreCiation for 
the blessing we have already sensed 
from this new association, we en­
close this check to be used at your 
discretion. 

Beloit, Wis. 

The Lutheran Ambassador 
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Edited by Mrs. David C. Hanson 

TEACIDNG METIIODS 

T HE first recorded words of our Lord, spoken to 
potential followers as He began His public min· 

istry, were these, "What are you seeking?" and then, 
"Come and see." John and Andrew accepted His in· 
vitation and were privileged to spend hours in a 
private interview with the Savior-an interview that 
resulted in the exultant witness of Andrew, "We 
have found the Messiah!" 

Wouldn't it be interesting to know what the 
Master said during those hours He spent so person· 
ally with Andrew and John? What did He teach that 
was so convincing? Perhaps He began with the Old 
Testament Scriptures, for these men would thorough. 
ly understand the promises of God relating to the 
Messiah; and our Lord knew the secret of meeting 
men at the point of their understanding. Undoubtedly 
we could find some hint of His message and method 
by considering other words from the Gospels. 

Jesus Christ said, "I am the bread of life" (John 
6: 35) to a people to whom bread and water were the 
essentials of life. Bread was regarded so highly that 
it was broken rather than cut with a knife. When He 
called himself the Good Shepherd (John 10: 11) , He 
was speaking to those who had intimate knowledge 
of the relationship that exi sted between sheep and 
their masters. He said, ". am the vine, you are the 
branches" (John 15: 5) to men who had lived among 
vineyards all their Jives; who knew that pruning 
resulted in a more abundant crop of fruit. It's pos· 
sible that as He spoke these words His disciples could 
see fires on the hills around Jerusalem where worth­
less dead branches had been gathered together and 
were being destroyed. 

The Master Teacher made use of every possible 
visual aid. Birds and foxes, a fig tree, a coin, and 
even children were used to illustrate His lessons 
and make His words live in the hearts of those who 
listened. 

The psychologists of today confion His methods 
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by telling us that we remember only 10% of what 
we hear, but we retain from 50% to 65% of what 
we see, and about 90% of what we do. 

If we were to translate those figures very Simply 
into the methods we use in teaching, it might sound 
something like th is: Our students remember 10% 
of what we tell them. If we use visual aids, they will 
retain from 50% to 65% of what we teach. Class 
discussion and the use of creative activities that are 
correlated with the lesson will help them to remem­
ber 90% of what is taught. (Activities that are not 
related to the Bible lesson are simply a means of 
passing time and have no place in Sunday school or 
Bible school.) 

Of course, these figures make no aHowance for 
the power of the Holy Spirit. but they do speak to 
us about the need for well-planned lessons that use 
every avai lable method to make the Word of God 
"living and active" in the lives of our students. 

Pictures seem to be the most easily obtained 
visual aid, for every home has a wealth of printed 
material, and the publishing houses have teaching 
pictures available that correlate with their lesson 
materials. 

They can be used in a variety of ways. Obviously, 
they are helpful in decorating your Sunday schooL 
Plan to use pictures that illustrate the lesson that 
is being taught or the central truth that you are try­
ing to impress upon the hearts of your children. 
They can also be used to give knowledge of the 
customs and living habits of Bible times. 

Have you used a picture as an approach to the 
lesson? Choose a good picture that is large enough 
to show detail. Place it where all of your children 
can see it without stretching their necks and let 
them tell you about it. Lead them to see the who, 
where, why, and what in the picture. Be careful not 
to ask questions fhat can be answered with yes or no. 
For example: "Whom do you see in our picture?" 
would bring a more thoughtful response than "Do 
you see the disciples?" When you have captured the 
interest of the chi ldren, let their questions lead nat­
urally into the Bible story. You might want to use 
a picture in much the same way to review a lesson. 
Or perhaps you would like to use a series of pic­
tures as flashcards to tell a story. 

Not too long ago an accident involving teen-agers 
was well publicized in a Minneapolis paper. An alert 
teacher took the familiar picture to Sunday school 
and used it as the base for his lesson. His young 
people were asked how the Word of God had been 
disobeyed in the events leading up to the accident 
and which Bible verses might have been helpful in 
preventing such a tragedy. It Jed to a practical dis­
cussion. 

Pictures can also be used as creative activities. 
After you have presented the Bible story, ask the 
children to draw a picture of the part of the story 
they enjoyed most. You might vary this procedure by 
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UNDER HIS BLESSING 

"And they had a few sma ll 
fishes: and he blessed, and com­
manded to set them before them" 
(Mark 8: 7). 

"We find it wholly reasonable 
that God will bless us when we 
read His Word, pray to Him, and 
are gathered in a Christian meet· 
ing. But the Word here tells us that 
He blesses our food as well. There­
fore it is a Biblical and Christian 
custom to pray for this blessing 
in ou r day also. 

"But the Word tells us still more. 
He who blessed the few fishes will 
today li ft His hands in blessing up­
on all our temporal struggle, upon 
fi shennan and farmer, housewife 
and maid, manual laborer and of­
fice employee, as they perform their 
daily tasks. In God's s ight there 
is no such separation as we may 
make between the 'secular' and 
'spiritual.' In His Word God has 
said to us: 'And whatsoever ye 
do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

STEWARDSHIP 
ALL THAT I HAVE 
IS THINE ALONE 

thanks to God and the Father by 
him' (Col. 3: 17). When God says 
'all' He means all. The most menia l 
dai ly task may thus be performed 
to His honor and in love to Him. 
Then the Savior's hand is lifted in 
blessi ng. 

" If we have this view of our daily 
tasks, our work becomes a service 
to God, and every day becomes a 
holy day. Then our work will be 
done well and our lives will be 
happy. 

"Our glorified Savior is today 
looking for di sciples who freely 
will live their daily lives a holy 
sacrifice and service to Him. Then 
His hands will be lifted upon them 
in blessing." 

- Tormod Vaagen 
"In the King's Presence" 
(translated) 

During the Middle Ages, people 
were led to believe that if a person 
became a monk, a nun, a pries t, or 
joined the Crusades to the Holy 
Land, such a person had truly per· 
formed a superior spiritual service, 
while the common tasks were given 

a secondary rati ng. But the Re· 
formers restored the Apostolic 
teaching of the universal priest­
hood of believers-that every task 
God has called us to do is as sacred 
as any other. 

On this bas is, running a tractor, 
clean ing the barn, operating a bus i­
ness, or housekeeping, is as holy 
a calling as preachi ng the Gospel 
at home or on faraway shores. The 
most important work on earth is 
that which the Lord has singled out 
for us. 

And under the Savior's blessing 
your sacrificial gift, whatever s ize, 
can reach precious souls whom 
Jesus has redeemed by His blood, 
but who don't know Him yet be· 
cause they have not heard salva· 
tion's message. Also, may we re­
member that some of us had heard 
the message of redemption a thou­
sand times or more before we 
prayed, "Lord, save me." We must 
not become "weary in well doing. " 

Since we are go:ng forth in 
Jesus' Name, our hearts kindled 
by His Spirit, neither superior num­
bers, or interference by Satan him­
self, can defeat us, for He who rules 
the universe keeps us under His 
alm ighty, blessing hands. 

The Lord has chosen us for a 
task. Pastor Karl Stendal 

covering the table wi th a large sheet of paper and 
letting the chi ldren use paint or colored chalk to 
draw a mural. (Be sure to supply old shirts to cover 
their Sunday clothes.) Young chi ldren enjoy making 
crayon etchings or pasting smalJ objects on their 
drawings to make a collage. (Gather a box of odds 
and ends-buttons, rick rack, ribbon, lace, straw, 
small artificia l flowers, beads, cotton, e tc. When these 
th ings are pasted on a drawing they give a three 
dimensional effect.) Older students might like to 
make a diorama (a three-dimensional scene with 
figures and background cut from paper and pasted 
in a shoe box) . 

dents and help them to repeat the s tory for their 
parents. Let the children draw their own figures or 
cut them from Sunday school papers and glue them 
to flannel (use rubber cement so the figures won't 
wrinkle). Encourage them to make a small and simple 
flannel background that can be glued to a piece of 
cardboard. Help them to tell the s tory using the f1 an­
nelgraph they have made. (Thi s activity may take 
more than one Sunday to complete. It would be ex ­
cellent in Bible school where there is more time.) 

Everyone seems to be famil iar with the use of 
flanne/graphs. In this method flannel-backed figu res 
are placed on a felt or flanne l-covered board to pre­
sent scenes from the story as it is told. It is also an 
effective way to review a lesson, for the children 
enjoy placing the figures as their teacher retells 
the story. 

Used as a creative act ivity, a f1annelgraph will 
carry the Bible lesson into the homes of your stu-
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Your flannelboard can also be used to visualize 
hymns or Bible verses and to transmit infonnation 
to your Sunday schooL 

We have been able to present merely a sample 
of the ways in which pictures and f1 anneigraphs can 
be used as visual aids (50% retention) and creative 
activities (90% retention). As you pray and plan 
your lessons and make use of these methods, you 
will find countless ways in which they can add in· 
terest to your teaching. 

(There'll be more on visual a ids and creative ac­
t ivities in the nex t issue.) 

The Lutheran Ambassador 



EDITORIALS 
ON EVOLUTION 

The Lutheran Ambassador is pleased to present a 
series of articles on evolution and the Church, begi n­
ning in t his issue, page 3. They are written by a young 
Lutheran student of the controversy, David P. Nel­
son of Minneapolis, M innesota. He was brought up in 
the atmosphere of the debate (his falher, the Rev. 
Byron Nelson, has made it a life-study) and has pur­
sued it actively and aggressively himself. He also 
has acquaintancesh;p with theology, that d iscipline 
or branch of tearning whi ch is so vitally tied up with 
what happens to evolution. 

Incredible as it may seem, Mr. Nelson, in pre­
senting the origin of life as the insta ntaneous action 
of God, will be setti ng forth a belief that is little 
heard today in Lutheran ci rcles among scholars. Ma ny 
will consider the printing of these articles or the 
giving of a set of lectures on this belief as greater 
news than if a person should proclaim evolution as 
the answer. Only a fe w short years ago, the reverse 
would have been true, a lthough we acknowledge that 
the theory of evolution has been around for a long 
while. 

We first met David Nelson at Family Bible Camp 
last summer. He spoke about these things with us 
then and was always ready to d:scuss the subject 
with one person or with many. You wi ll find his 
articles profitable. The subject must at times be 
very technical but he will write in as simple a way 
as possible without oversimplifying to the extent that 
he fai ls to make his point clear. 

He w rites out of the conviction that the Biblical 
account of creation means creation by the express 
acts of God, not by evolutions He set in motion. We 
agree and believe that the burden of proof concern­
ing a contrary belief lies w ith t hose who hold it. 

WHAT IS lHE MESSAGE? 

The sending of greeting cards for special days 
has become an increasing American phenomenon. The 
custom used to be pretty well limited to Christmas 
and birthdays. And, maybe we should add, Valen­
tine's Day. Easter cards are becoming more popular. 
St. Patrick's Day, Thanksgiving and New Year's greet­
ing cards are available for those so inclined. 

There is something good about greeting one's 
fami ly and perhaps close friends on these special 
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days, at least on the major ones. And at Christmas 
most of us like to remembe r all those people who 
have had some special meaning to us along life's 
way. 

We think it is too bad, though, that the re are so 
few greet ng cards on the market, made by big­
name companies. that carry a meani ngful message 
fo r a religiou s day. We can see that thoughts of love 
and friendship are enough for a Valentine's Day card. 
But some of the verses for o ther occasiOns are wholly 
inadequate for anyone who wishes to express the 
meaning of the day to a friend. 

Too often an Easter ve rse will contain nothing 
more than a wish for health and happ:ness. "Good 
luck at Easter" may have some merit, but it does 
not touch the life-changing message of the resurrec· 
t ion of Jesus. "Your friendsh ip means so much to 
me" is a lways a noble sentiment to receive and give, 
but what is the connection with a high festival of 
the Christian Church? 

Placing a cross on an Easter or Ch ristmas card or 
a Pilgrim on a Thanksgiv ing card does not have a 
great deal of meaning if the verse inside says little 
more than " it's su re good to know you and I hope 
that everything goes your way in the coming year." 

All problems are not solved simply by finding a 
"Bible verse on a greeling card either. Sometimes the 
verse or snatch of a verse quoted hard ly seems rele­
vant for the occasion. The card makers are probably 
trying their best, but they could stand a little theo· 
logical consultation. 

Of recent yea rs some greeting cards are appeari ng 
on the market which carry a simple, but at least 
Christian, greeting. These a re printed by small com­
panies usually and religious organ izations. Unfor· 
tunately, they a ren't as widely distributed as those 
of the popular companies. 

For the present, then, many of us will have to 
be content with cards which say, "God bless you­
may enjoyment surround you r pathway:' But we can 
write in our own message which ind icates we're de­
pending on more than luck and have more than that 
wish to offer ou r friends . 

WHO CRUCIFIED JESUS? 

There seems to be the feeling today that if you 
say that the Jews crucified Jesus you are anti·Semitic 
or have tendencies toward that. We have so be­
lieved, but have never considered ourselves to be 
anti-Jewish. (Semitic comes from the name Shem, 
one of the sons of Noah.) 

The Bible is a Jewish book, that is, it is written 
almost entirely by Jewish writers. These writers 
make it very c lear that the Jews, Jesus' own people 
after t he nesh, were behind the crucifixibn. John 
wrote of the rejection in this way, "He came to his 
own home and his own people received him not" 
(John I : II) . On the day of Pentecost, Peter clearly 
charged the "men of Israel" with the crucifixion (see 
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Acts 2: 22, 23, 26). Again, in Acts 3 the same charge 
is made in unm istakable terms. 

In the events leading up to Calvary, there is no 
question that the death of Christ was pushed by the 
Jewish religious leaders. And the mob incited to 
violence was a largely Hebrew crowd. Pilate even~ 

tually agreed to the death sentence and Roman soldiers 
carried out the execution, but it is correct to say 
that Jesus died at the hands of His own nation. 

Then, of course, the Apostle Paul found great 
resistance to the preaching of Christ among his fel­
low Jews. Once, out of that great heart of his, he 
said that he could even wish himself accursed that 
his brethren in the flesh might be saved (Rom. 9: 3) . 
At Antioch in Pisidia (Acts 13:46), Paul and Barna­
bas sa:d that they would turn to the Gentiles because 
of the hardness of the hearts of their own people. 
And then at Corinth (Acts 18) when Paul testified 
to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ, his fellow 
Jews railed against him. No doubt wi th his heart 
broken in two, Paul said, "Your blood be upon your 
heads! I am innocent. From now on I will go to the 
Gentiles." 

Therefore, it seems to us, we cannot escape the 
witness of the New Testament that Jesus died at the 
hands of His own nation and that as His resurrection 
was preached later, the Jews, by and large, were not 

Mission Briefs 

recept ive to it. In the light of this Scriptural record, 
no good purpose is served by avoiding these facts. 

Having said that, we still see no basis for any 
anti-Jewish sentiment by anyone who claims to Jive 
by the teachings of Jesus. The second great law, as 
Jesus said, is that we are to love our neighbor as 
ourselves. If He made no exceptions to that, we had 
better not. Whoever is tempted toward feeling that 
he is divinely ordained to persecute the Jews must 
also deal with Galatians 3: 28, "There is [to the be­
liever] neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 
nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you 
are all one in ~hrist Jesus." 

Let us go back to the crucifixion, as we close. 
We also bel ieve, do we not, that we were there, all 
humanity was there, and involved in the crucifixion 
of Jesus? He died for the world' s sins. The Jews 
represented us as evil put righteousness to death. 
Even as Jesus satisfied the justice of God the Father, 
we were there, in them, calling for the execution. 
Just as the Jews according to the flesh would evade 
their historical participation in the death of God's 
Son, so would we avoid our responsibility in it. But 
there is salvation only in accepting our guilt, as Jews 
and Gentiles. Apart from that admission there is no 
chance, no hope, for them or for us. 

NOTICE TO INDIVIDUAL 
SUBSCRIBERS 

Our Mission Office in Fargo has 
a fore ign mission tract just off the 
press called "South America- An 
Open Door." If your group or 
church would like to send for these 
free tracts, write to Box 905, Fargo, 
N. Oak., requesting the number that 
you could use. It would be wonder­
ful if every Association group and 
congregation could have a special 
foreign mission offering t his spring. 
Join us in praying that funds will 
be on hand by July or August to 
send two couples to South America. 

of Fargo sponsored a Varsity Youth 
Retreat at Faith Haven Lodge 
March 25 to 27, for college and 
senior high youth in their area. 

Please note: 
This notice applies only to 

subscribers who do not be­
long to congregations fonnal­
ly or informally affiliated with 
the Association. 

The Mission Office also has a set 
of slides and written commentary 
on Brazil for t hose who would like 
an interesting half-hour mission 
program for a Luther League or 
other group meeting. There is no 
charge for the use of this colored 
slide set. Write: Mission Office, 
Box 905, Fargo, N. Oak. 

St. Paul's Free Lutheran Church 
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McIntosh Free Lutheran Church 
has voted to build its own sanc­
tuary this spring. Rev. Joel Peder­
son says such plans were approved 
in February. At present the con­
gregat ion meets in a large store 
building which has been attractive­
ly arranged for church meetings. 

"For if the sprinkling of defiled 
persons with the blO<Kl. of goats 
and bulls, and with the ashes of 
a heifer sanctifies for ·the purifica­
tion of the flesh, how much more 
shall the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered 
himself without blemish to God, 
purify your conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God?" 
(Heb. 9:13, 14). 

We would appreciate it if 
renewals to The Lutheran Am­
bassador be made in advance 
of the expiration date of your 
subscription. Please check the 
address on your most recent 
copy to see when your sub­
scription expires. P;ease mail 
your renewal to 

The Lutheran Ambassador 
Box 652 
Grafton, N. Dak. 
Enclose your address label 

from a copy of the paper in 
order to avoid mistakes. Sub­
scription price is $2.50 in ad­
vance. 

Thank you. 
The Business Office 

The Lutheran Ambassador 



rConlinued from page 3J 
That we drag God's love down to 
our level is the reason for the de­
plorable condition today. There is 
little respect, little shame, little 
discipline, little principles, litlle 
character. 

Let me quote from an ar­
ticle, " Modern Living," Time, 
Vol. 83, No. 4, page 57, "The 'rela­
tionship' ethic is well expressed by 
Miami psyct\ologist Granville 
Fisher, who speaks for cou ntless 
colleagues when he says : Sex is not 
a moral question. For answer you 
don't turn to a body of absolutes. 
The criterion should not be, 'Is it 
morally right or wrong,' but, ' Is 
it socially feasible, is it personally 
healthy and rewarding, will it en­
rich life?'" Dr. Fisher adds, cor­
rectly, that many Protestant 
churchmen are beginning to feel 
the same way. "They no longer 
shake t heir finger because the boys 
and girls give in to natural biologi­
cal urges and experiment a bit." 
They don't say, 'Stop, you're 
wrong,' but, 'Is it meaningful?'" 

Who then are to blame for this 
condition? We, the people, of 
course, no one excused. But isn't 
the church more to blame, the pas­
tors, the preachers, the Christians? 
We have and still are "playing 
church." We say that we know it 
is so and that it is wrong, "but- ." 
Just talk, permitting evil under a 
guise, not able nor w illing to dis­
cern and afraid. In answer to these 
questions, I will use the following 
quotations from an article, "New 
Wine for New Skins," by Kent S. 
Knutson in Dialog, Winter 1964, 
which express my views and put 
it into language much better than 
I can. It would be well, I think, 
if you would read these articles. 
(Read also the article, "The Power 
of the Positive No!" by Norman 
Vincent Peale, February Reader's 
Digest. page 49. Read it and put 
it into practice.) 

"Everyone believes in God, or 
so everyone says, but this is of 
very little value. It is even danger­
ous. We live in an age of practical 
atheism. God is supremely irrele­
vant. It does little good to tell 

April 7,1964 

the suburban American that God 
justifies him through faith if God 
is but a blurb of energy, or a 'liv­
ing doll: " 

• • , • 
"There are two important as­

pects of the Biblical picture of 
God that are missing. First, any 
substa ntial notion of God's holi ­
ness has melted away. God has 
become either the man upstairs and 
thus a c ream puff grandfather who 
has no fiery sense of justice, or a 
neutral demagogue who is not in­
terested in good or evil except in 
some perfunctory way." ... "Sec­
ond, the person of God has dis­
appeared. The Biblical witness to 
an acting, reacting, remembering, 
forgiving, punishing God, creative 
and involved in history, can not be 
assumed." .. . "Christ is a senti­
mental hero who aspires to obey 
some formless energy behind the 
mask of history." . ... "The offence of 
the cross is sti ll with us. As a sub­
stitute for this offence, we have 
promoted a nameless loving, which 
may have its own val ue, but is 
no substitute for God. " 

" . . ~ . 
"We present a very limp God 

simply because we a re afraid to 
offend. Being concerned with our 
status in a sophisticated society, 
we have been too timid to engage 
in the struggles of a very alive 
civilization. As a result we have 
presented an image of disinterest in 
power plays that occupy the dai ly 
lives of our fellows. In face of this, 
the rea lly honest person ought to 
reject the church's God. But only 
a few are that brave, for they are 
caught in the same maelstrom. So 
they suffer along with an anemic 
God and a nice church." 

When man sinned by his dis­
obedience, he sold himself and a ll 
creation to Satan. Satan thus be­
came the sole owner and ruler of 
the world. Man also by his s inning 
became separated from God and 
God's wrath and judgment rested 
upon all creation; therefore. the 
destiny of man and all creation be­
came eternal death, hell and de­
struction. 

God created man for Himself and 
He does not want anyone to go lost. 
But if man is to be saved, God's 
demands must be satisfied. An 
atonement must be made so as to 
satisfy God's demand; therefore, 
must Jesus, the Son of God, the 
Son of man go to Jerusa lem to suf· 
fer and be ki lled to make an atone­
ment for our sins, reconciling us 
to God. He also by His suffering 
and death redeemed the whole 
c reation and gave us hope of an 
eternal new heaven and a new 
earth. 

The greatest battle ever fought 
was fought on the c ross between 
God and Satan. The greatest vic­
tory ever won was won on the 
cross; however, the resurrection of 
Jesus gave victory to the cross. 
Jesus did not only su ffer and die, 
but He also rose again, and in His 
resurrection He won victory over 
sin, Satan, hell and death. This is 
the Gospel and it is the founda tion 
on which we can base our eternal 
salvation. 

Practically all the periodicals 
have a rt icles dealing with open s in, 
such as the one in Reader's Digest, 
February issue, 1964, page 49, 
"What is happening to our moral 
standards?" they ask me. "Why is 
there so much crime and dishonesty 
among us? Why are children so 
difficult nowadays?" Communism is 
beginning to surround us and is 
closing in. It seems that the judg­
ment of God is coming. Are we will­
ing to face the cold, hard facts of 

NOTICE 

As the Lord lays it upon 
your heart to share in our 
work, we invite you to send 
your contributions to 

Treasurer 
Lutheran Association 
7013 Lee Valley Circle 
Minneapolis 24, Minnesota 

Please send all subscrip­
tions to 
The Lutheran Ambassador 
Box 652, Grafton, N. Dak. 
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reality, or are we to continue to 
play church? 

We say God is able to do great 
things, and it is true if we only will 
let Him and meet His requirements. 
It will not come about by empty 
talk, planning or running around, 
of which there is way too much, 
Neither will it come about by a n~ce, 

sentimental, sensual emotionalism, 
That will provide fodder for Com­
munism, But, it will come about if 
we are willing to face the reality 
of sin and hell, the sin of self­
aspiration, self-gain, self-centered­
ness, selfishness and all the other 
self-attachments, What we need is 
a real, honest, Holy Spirit-wrought 
conviction, repentance and confes­
sion of sin. This must come from 
God and God only, Do we dare 

NON-ROMAN CHURCHES ALSO 
SEEN IN NEED OF 

ECUMENICAL COUNCn.s 

Geneva (L WF) - To fulfill their 
calling for the renewal and unity 
of the Church, the World Council 
of Churches and confessional bodies 
like the Lutheran World Federa­
tion need a modernized version of 
the authoritative ecumenical coun­
cils of early Christianity. 

This was asserted here by a 
prominent Lutheran ecumenical 
theologian in critically comparing 
three major Christ ian gatherings 
he attended last year: Roman 
Catholicism's Second Vat i can 
Council, the WCC-sponsored World 
Conference on Faith and Order at 
Montreal, and the federation's Hel ­
sinki Assembly. 

Dr. George A. Lindbeck, research 
professor of the new Lutheran 
Foundation for Inter-Confessional 
Research, voiced a finn conclusion 
on this point in the current num­
ber of the LWF quarterly Lutheran 
World, published here. 

His art icle "Impressions from 
Helsinki, Rome and Montreal" was 
part of an issue given over to re­
ports and commentaries on last 
summer's Helsinki Assembly, the 
Rome Conference, and the 1963 
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to pray for it and mean it? 
We must also be willing to let 

the Holy Spirit show us the reality 
of a holy God and God's wrath and 
judgment upon si n, and with 
emphasis, t he reality of the Cross, 
As we come to the Cross as con­
demned, lost and undone sinners, 
and there see God's love, there will 
be tears of repentance and sorrow 
for sin, but also as we by the grace 
of God appropriate unto ourselves, 
through the forgiveness of sin, the 
complete and finished work of Je­
sus, there will be tears of joy-joy 
unspeakable coming from humble 
hearts full of gratitude and God­
given love, 

"For do I now persuade men, or 
God? or do I seek to please men? 

Anglican Congress at Toronto, 
Canada. 

After being an LWF delegate ob­
server at Rome, and observing at 
first hand certain significant short­
comings and failures of the Mon­
t real and Helsinki meetings, he 
said, he saw "no alternative" to 
this: 

"We Lutherans and other non­
Roman Christians should develop 
conciliar procedures of our own," 
different from the historically 
evolved Roman version of the an­
cient general church councils, but 
nevertheless "actualized"-struc­
tured to "fit the modern situation." 

"The Vatican Council," he said, 
"was in some respects very poorly 
organized. Montreal, in comparison, 
was moderately well run, while the 
planning and management of the 
Helsinki Assembly was in some 
respects almost unbelieveably com­
petent. 

"Yet, theologica1!y speaking, it 
was the Vatican Council which pro­
duced important results, while 
those of Montreal are disappoint­
ing, although probably worthwhile, 
and Helsinki's are largely a failure. 

"The explanation is to be found 
in the time factor. Properly theo­
logical issues were discussed for 
two months at the first session in 

for if I yet pleased men, I should 
not be the servant of Christ." 

"Thus saith the Lord, Cursed be 
the man that t rusteth in man, and 
maketh fles h his arm, and whose 
heart departeth from the Lord." 

"When I kept silence, my bones 
waxed old through my roaring 
all day long. For day and night 
thy hand was heavy upon me: my 
moisture is turned into the drought 
of summer. I acknowledged my sin 
unto thee, and mine iniquity have J 
not hid. I said, I will confess my 
transgressions unto the Lord; and 
thou forgavest the iniquity of my 
sin." "Be glad in the Lord, and re­
joice, ye righteous: and shout for 
joy, all ye that are upright in 
heart." 

Rome, for two weeks at Montreal, 
and for the equivalent of perhaps 
three days at Helsinki." 

Because of the lack of time, he 
said, "controversy at Montreal and 
Helsinki was cut short long before 
the delegates were sure of the real 
nature of the concerns of their op­
ponents, of the character of the is­
sues, or of whether they really 
disagreed. 

"There was little chance, espe­
cially at Helsinki, for the enlarge­
ment of theological vision, the 
a ttainment of new insight, or for 
change of mind." 

Moreover, "there was insufficient 
time in the theological discussions 
at Helsinki for the manifestation 
of the concern, so strongly ex­
pressed at the Roman CounCil, that, 
insofar as loyalty to the truth al­
lows, confessional positions be 
stated in the way which is most 
intelligible to separated Christians. 

"It sometimes seemed that the 
Lutherans at Helsinki did not even 
have time to be 'ecumenical' to each 
other. They gave the impression of 
needing to learn from both the 
World Council and the Roman 
Catholics about the way to formu­
late statements to be adopted by 
representatives of different theo­
logical tendencies." 

The Lutheran Ambassador 



THE HIGH COST OF LOVING 
SECRETARY LATON E. HOLMGREN 

For nearly ISO years the Ameri· 
can Bi ble Society has endeavored, 
so fa r as its resources and energies 
allowed, to provide the Scriptures 
for the worship and witness of 
Christian churches at home and 
abroad. In recent years, it has 
worked in close collaboration wi th 
several other Bible societies over­
seas so that this "ministry of the 
Word" would be made as economi­
cal and effective as possi ble. 

Specifically t his meant that in 
1961 the Bible societies published 
and distributed throughout the 
world 3,498,585 Bibles (largely for 
public worship and private devo. 
tion), 3,726,499 New Testaments 
(primari ly for Christian nurture 
and educa tion) and 32,052,860 
Scripture portions and selections 
(chiefly for witness and evangel. 
ism}-or a total of 39,277,944 
copies of Holy Scri pture. Of this 
total the American Bible Society 
accounted for 60 percent or 
24,183,024 copies. As these lines 
are being written, figures for the 
third quarter of 1962 are coming 
in and they indicate that we are 
answering the call of t he chu rches 
for a staggerin.':: 51 percent more 
Scriptures for their work and wit. 
ness than last year! 

ImpreSSive as th is achievement 
appears, it is totally inadeq uate in 
the face of rapid population in­
creases, rising literacy and learn­
ing and the steady growth of t he 
Ch ristian Church in all parts of 
the world. As long as t here is one 
man on earth-and there are liter­
ally billions!-who has not heard 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ in his 
own tongue, we cannot be content 
with our present efforts. 

It was in this mood of repent­
ance and resolve that the off icers 
of the American Bible Society this 
year committed themselves--and 
you-to underwrite half the costs 
(with the British and Foreign Bible 
Society) of Scripture produc tion 
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and distr ibution in 40 new cou n­
tries. Where are these countries? 
Twenty-fi ve are in Africa; six are 
in Asia and nine a re in Lat in 
America. Most of them have had 
a history of colonial dependency 
or tribal rivalry. They have been 
characterized by retarded social 
and economic development. They 
cons ist of massive populations of 
high birth rate and declining mor­
tality. They are a lmost all su ffer­
ing from increasing pressures on 
t he means of livelihood with re­
sultant paralyzing poverty. They 
are, however, undergDing rapid in­
dustr ialization and development of 
natural resources. They a re pursu­
ing vigorous programs of literacy 
and learn ing. They are fie rcely 
proud of their national traditions 
and languages. They are all the ob­
ject of Communist propaganda 
and pressure. Most important of 
ail , they are as yet uncommitted 
in thei r spiritual loyalties and are 
still open to the Christian Gospel. 

]f we love these people as our 
Lord loves them, we must double 
our efforts so t hat t hey may have 
the Gospel in the ir own tongues, 
receive it in their hearts and order 
t heir lives according to its redemp­
tive teachings. To do this properly 
is goi ng to cost a milli on dollars 
more over the next two years than 
we spent during the past two 
years. This is the high cost of lov­
ing. 

Out of a population of something 
like 244 million people in Afri ca, 
there a re as yet scarcely 20 million 
Protestant Christians. The wide­
spread illiteracy limits the advance 
of our work in a lmost a ll these 
countries. The prim itive living 
standards and low income levels 
prevailing in the "bush" require 
heavy subsidies for distribution of 
the Scriptures whether free or by 
sale. 

The successful thrust of Is lam 
southward is making this task 

more difficult. Muslims a re train­
ing 4,000 missionaries in Africa 
every year. In many areas they 
are converting the pagan at the 
rate of at least two for everyone 
who is won for Christ. 

The confus ion aris ing fro m po­
li t ical s truggles and t he suffering 
resulting from wa rfare and fami ne 
open Africa to Commu nist propa· 
ga nda. Becau se of vigorous pro­
grams of literacy and learning they 
are the target of Communist propa­
ganda and pressures. It is reported 
that Russia is spending one and a 
half bill ion dollars annuaUy for 
literature in As ia and Africa alone. 

There a re more than 700 lan­
guages spoken in Africa; yet the 
whole Bible has been translated in­
to only 61. In numerous count ries 
of Afr ica, there is as yet not a 
whole Bible available in any tribal 
language. 

On the positive side, there are 
many encouraging aspects in the 
African scene. There is a slow but 
steady increase in the standards of 
living right across t he continent. 
The gradual inc rease of literacy 
and education provide us with a 
vast number of new and avid 
readers. The new zeal for social 
and political refonn is often the 
resul t of convictions born of the 
Chr istian Gospel and there is gen­
era lJy throughout Equatorial Afri· 
ca a sympathetic attitude toward 
the Protestant Church. Statistics 
for African Christians in this area 
show that the numbers have doub­
led about every twelve years since 
the begi nning of the century. 

Here is the need and the urgency 
of advanCing God's Word no mat­
ter how high the cost of loving. 

-American Bible Society 

"But in fact Christ has been 
raised from the dead, the first 
fruits of those who have fallen 
asleep. For as by a man came 
death, by a man has come also the 
resurrection of the dead" (1 Cor. 
15:20, 2 1). 
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PLANS TO RAZE LEIPZIG 
CHURCH AROUSE PROTESfS 

Hannover (L WF) - Plans of 
Soviet Zone authorities to tear 
down the historic University church 
in Le;pzig have st irred up numerous 
protests in both parts of Gennany. 

In the (West) Gennan Federal 
Republic, strong objections were 
expressed in February at synod 
meetings of the Lutheran terri torial 
Churches of Hannover and Ham­
burg. 

Considered a gem of medieval 
architecture, the 14th century 
Gothic edifice wa s dedicated to 
Protestant worship by Martin Lu­
ther himself. Since 1955 it has been 
used for both Evangelical and Ro­
man CathoEc services. 

It stands next to the Augusteum, 
former main building of the Uni­
versity of Leipzig which was burnt 
out during World War II. State 
plans fo r remodeling the Old Au­
gustus Platz-now Karl Marx Platz 
--on which both buildings front, 
call for their elimination. 

According to these plans, the 
Augusteum shell would be dyna­
mited. This would result in a weak­
ening of the walls of the University 
church, justifying its closure as 
unsafe, and its eventual destruction. 
Communist party officials argue 
that that city has enough other 
churches. 

However, initiation of the de· 
molition operation has been post­
poned following a wave of protests, 
not only from West Germany, but 
also from Leipzig townspeople as 
well as artists and art historians 
throughout the Soviet Zone. 

RADIO BROADCAST 

Listen every Sunday to the 
lutheran Association Broadcast 
over KXGO, Fargo, N. Oak. , at 
6 :05 p.m., and over the Roseau 
station at 8:30 a.m. Rev. John 
H. Abel, Missions Director, is in 
charge of the programs. 
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ASK LUTHERAN SUPPORT 
FOR CIVIL RIGHTS BILL 

NEW YORK, New York, March 
16 - Pastors of the Lutheran 
Church- Missouri Synod have been 
asked to advise parishioners con­
cerning the civi l rights legislat ion 
now under consideration by the 
U.S. Senate and to encourage their 
senators to support the legislation. 
The request was sent by letter from 
Dr. Clemonce Sabourin, local pas­
tor and president of the Lutheran 
Human Relat:ons Association of 
America. 

In hi s letter Dr. Sabourin reo 
minded the pastors that the Holy 
Scriptures call on Christians to sup­
port good government when it re­
sists evil and pursues justice. He 
suggested that Lutherans ask their 
senators "to assume a respons:ble 
stance in eliminating injustice and 
rescuing its victims." 

Endorsing the request, Dr. An· 
drew Schulze, executive secretary 
of the LHRAA, said, "It is up to 
Christian citizens to stand up and 
be counted and to show their 
elected representatives that they 
will be supported as they uphold 
the cause of right." 

The legislation now under con· 
sideration by the U.S. Senate has 
been passed by the House of Repre­
sentatives. 

SHEYENNE VALLEY 
BIBLE CAMP 

The Sheyenne Valley Bible Camp 
at Red Willow Lake near Binford, 
N. Oak., will be in session June 21-
27. The evening speaker for the 
week will be Rev. Martin Lartin 
Larsen, Windom, Minn., and the 
Bible teacher will be Rev. Thomas 
Steenberg, Edinburg, N. Dak. The 
camp is for young people who have 
finished one year of confirmation 
instruction and above. For further 
information write to Mr. Albin 
Haugen, Kloten, N. Oak. 

The Lutheran Ambassador would 
like infonnation concerning other 
Bible camps in which Association 
congregations participate, such as 
the one above, or operated solely 
by them. 

THE HIGHER WAY 

To stand in the hu sh of the twilight, 
With only the stars above, 

It is easy to hear God's message, 
Easy to think of His love! 

But when in the din of the battle 
Fierce terrors around us play, 

It is easy to shi rk and falter, 
Easy to go astray! 

But the din of battle is needed. 
Heart sinew is borrowed there 

More than when all is pleasant, 
More than when all is fair. 

'Tis the mountain steep, not the 
valley, 

That leads to the higher view; 
And the dusty path of progress 

Is the part of the life that is true. 

Yes, sweet is the hush of twilight, 
And fair the gleaming stars, 

Enchanting the meadow vision 
Where nothing ever mars: 

But the sou l is built for struggle, 
And toil is God's holy plan; 

Ease may be welcome and pleasant, 
But courage makes the man! 

-Robert Hare 
(from The Friend) 
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LUIHERAN ASSOCIATION 

President: Rev. Johu Strand, 
Tioga, N. Oak. 

Vice-President: Rev. Fritjof 
Monseth, 425 3rd Ave. NE. 
Valley City, N. Oak. 

Secretary: Rev. Richard Snip· 
stead, Greenbush, Minae­
sota 

Treasurer: Mr. Wm. Svanoe, 
7013 Lee Valley Circle, 
Mpls. 24, Minnesota 

Board Chairman: Rev. Julius 
Hermunslie, Spicer, Minne­
sota 

Executive Director of Mis­
sions: Rev. John H. Abel, 
Box 905, Fargo, N. Dak. 

The Lutheran Ambassador 



CHURCH-WORLD NEWS 
GLEANINGS FROM 

AN EDITOR'S READING 

drank in the Bible that night. 
read from Psa lms, I know, but 

what else, and to what hour, to 
th :s day I can' t remember-but 
each word was a fountain of cleans­
ing; here He was. the Savior of 
whom my husband had tried to 
lell me! My 'cloud' d isintegrated 
into a million bubbles of light; that 
night I read my way to freedom! 

t phoned my husband. Yes, he 
wanted us to come home. How 
slowly the p lane seemed to fly . I 
couldn' t even explain it coherent ly 
to myself, but he knew. 'You're con­
verted!' he said and then fair ly 
shouti ng it, 'You're converted!'­
Mrs. Nance Owens in The Gideon, 
January, 1964. 

• • • • • 
In an eloquent introduction to 

the third even ing talk. the cha irman 
of the United Campus Ministry 
(Harvard) thanked Graham for 
'being yourself among us: adding 
parenthetically that he wished that 
Graham would say 'less about what 
the Bible says, and more about 
what Christ says. ' When Graham 
rose to speak, he said, 'I want to 
turn to the Bible, if I might 
(laughter) , for a quotation of Je­
sus, because I do not know any 
quotations of Jesus outside the Bi­
ble' (laughter and applause). 

-George W illiams in Christian­
ity Today, March 13, 1964 

(The above incident reminds me 
of what Leslie O. Weatherhead, the 
English preacher, said: "It is sound­
er to judge the Bible by Jesus than 
to judge Jesus by the Bible." And 
these attitudes represent the trend 
which evangelicals fear today. 
-Ed.) 

... ... . ... ... 

Now we hear a strange kind of 
talk. We hear that President Lyn­
don Johnson's running mate on the 
Democratic ticket in 1964 'must be 
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a Ca tholic.' Why must he be a 
Catholic? Are we now to have a 
rel:gious test which dicta tes that 
one of the two men on the ticket 
must be a Catholic. Th is seems to 
be the thought of columnist Doris 
Fleeson in her piece of Dec. 12, 
1963, and we have seen it and 
heard it often of la te. 

This kind of ta lk is, we believe, 
un-American and a dis tinct d:sserv­
ice to the cause of religion. Why 
should an otherwise qualified 
Democrat be barred from a place 
on the t icket merely because he is 
not a Catholic? It is time to nip 
this kind of bigot ry in the bud. 
Catholics themselves should take 
the lead.-Edi tor in Church and 
State, February, 1964. 

Secondly, we ought to become 
aware of the types of language that 
bear the 'a llness' character. Such 
terms as: a ll, a lways, every, ever, 
whole, complete, total, ent ire, none, 
no such, etc., are universals of an 
all-inclusive nature, A slightly dif­
ferent type of word but equally 
loaded with 'allness' implicatlons is 
the superlative. Thus, words of ex­
treme degrees of quaEty such as: 
best , worst, highest, lowest, most, 
least, peerless, matchless, only, 
alone, give the impression of allow­
ing no equal or superior. Now these 
types of 'allness' and superlative 
terms are not always necessarily 
wrong or untrue. They are, how­
ever, verbal symbols which ought 
to make one automatically ask, 'Is 
this statement true to fact?'-Are 
there except ions which should qual­
ify the statement, or charge, or 
accusation, or information?' 'Is this 
universally t rue?'-Raymond W. 
Mclaughlin in Eternity, March, 
1964. 

... ... ... . "" 
We must not look upon the 

Church as a stockade or a hothouse 
or a ghetto. No, we must look up­
on the Church as Paul does. Our 
image must be shaped according 

to his definitive image. The Church 
is an anny marching forth to the 
summons of a t rumpet which will 
never sound retreat, an army 
which moves out and on into hostile 
territory in order to level strong­
holds to the ground, bringing fugi­
tives in to the glorious freedom of 
faith.-Vernon C. Grounds in Chris­
tian Heritage, March, 1964. 

MINISTRY RECRUITS DECLINE 

Protestant pulpits appear to be 
los;ng ground to high pay: ng jobs 
in science and industry at a time 
of rising church membership and 
declining moral sta ndards, accord· 
ing to the Associated Press. 

"For the past Eve years there 
has been a decided decrease of in­
te rest in the ministry by young 
men," Dr. W . R. Cannon, dean of 
Candler School of Theology at 
Methodist-supported Emory Uni­
versi ty in Atlanta, Ga., told the 
AP. 

He noted that while Protestant 
membership increased from 57.1 
million in 1956 to 64.4 million in 
1963, theology schools showed en­
rollments of 20,720 in 1956 and 
20,622 in 1963. 

Although these schools do not 
represent the total number of new 
ministers, the figures indicate the 
overall failure of clergy output to 
keep up with church growth, t he 
AP said_ 

- Minneapolis Star 

ARE LUTHERANS PLACING 
TOO MUCH EMPHASIS ON 

HOMES FOR THE AGED? 

New York (NLC) -Are Luther-
ans placing too much emphasis on 
homes for the aged as their expres­
s ion of care and concern fo r senior 
citizens? 

That question was raised here 
by the Rev. Gjermund S. Thompson, 
executive secretary of the National 
Lutheran Council's Division of Wel­
fare, while commenting on a com-
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mittee s tudy that will seek answers 
to t his and allied quest ions. 

Noting that many millions of dol­
lars are being expe nded annually 
in this fie ld, Mr. Thompson said 
that in relation to the total steward­
ship of its resources, the construe­
t:on of homes for the aged appears 
in some areas to be "out -running 
the financial capacity of the 
Church." 

"The fac t is that finding or pro­
viding such a Luthera n residential 
facili ty for an aging perS0!l is only 
one of the ways to fill his need, and 
it may not be the r ight. or best, way 
in many cases," he declared. 

Mr. Thcmpson said the bu ilding 
and operating of such homes has 
become a "conceptual problem" 
that needs to be explored constant­
ly fo r two reasons. 

First, they "tend to proliferate 
beyond the capacity of the Church 
to absorb fnancia lly and in provid­
ing se rvice," and second, they "tend 
to suggest that such homes are the 
fi nal answer to the needs of all aged 
people." 

As possible answers. the welfare 
officia l suggested fresh emphasis 
on care for the aged within the fam­
ily as well as fam ily and community 
care for elderly peop le who wish 
to remain in their own homes. Elab­
orating on these two points, he 
observed: 

"Caring for aged parents in a 
son's or daughter's home is not as 
easy today as it was when homes 
were larger and families more sta­
ble. But sometimes, even i f it means 
inconvenience and added work, it 
can be the best solut:on ... . 

" l eaving old people in their own 
home may also require more care 
and anxiety than it is easy to give, 
but it can be done and sometimes 
it is the best way." 

Mr. Thompson stressed that 
separation from home is always 
"a traumatic experience" and for 
an aged person "i t is frequently 
shattering and should be delayed 
until another course is patently bet­
ter." 

The problem "belongs" to the 
congregation as we ll as the fam­
ily. he said, since the mobi lity of 
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loday's society has scattered fami ­
lies and has often left t he aged 
with no immediate family resources 
to caB upon. 

"But in the family of God," he 
added, "the congregation must rec­
ognize in such cases that it is a 
respons ible resource for t he con­
cern and help needed." 

CHURCH ADDITION 
TO BE DEDICATED 
The Our Saviour's lutheran con­

gregation of Thief River Falls, 
Minnesota, will dedicate the new 
addition to its church on Sunday, 
April 12. Pastor John Strand will 
be the guest speaker. The morning 
worship service w ill be at 10: 30 
and the afternoon service at 2: 30 
with dinner served at noon. Former 
pastors and pastors of the district 
have been invited to attend. The 
evening service will be conducted 
by Pastor Leonard Masted, as he 
and his w ife will have special 
eva ngelistic services a t the church 
from April 12 to Apri l 23. 

The Rev. Marius Haakenstad is 
the local pastor. 

- Carr. 

TO THE EDITOR 

Please accept this small gift in 
appreciation of the Ambassador. It 
is with much interest I enjoy hav­
ing every article of concern read to 
me, as 1 am not able to read it my­
self. I am 93 years old and possi­
bly one of the oldest living pastors 
of the former lu theran Free 
Church. May the Lord richly bless 
your paper and may it reach out 
far and wide for the furtherance of 
His kingdom. 

Rev. J . O. Hoyum 
Thief River Falls. Minn. 
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We read and hear so much of 
the changing doctrines in the Lu­
theran church. In 11 Timothy 4: 3-
6 we read, "For the time will come 
when they will not endure sound 
doctrine, but having itching ears, 
will heap to themselves teachers 
after their own lusts; and will turn 
away their ears from the truth, and 
turn aside unto fables. But be thou 
sober in a ll things, suffer hardship, 
do the work of an evangelist, ful ­
fill thy ministry. For I am already 
being offered, and the time of my 
departure is come." These verses 
tell us we must adhere to the true 
teachings of the Bible. 

Mrs. Albin Helstad 
Roseau, Minn. 

The Lutheran Ambassador 
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