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'MEDITATION
- MOMENTS

He had nothing to do with Santa
Claus. He was merely a little boy
about whom the romantic poet of
Sweden, Esaias Tegner, wrote a
poem. Little Klaus was perched on
a bench before the kitchen window
in his home, gazing into the starry
heavens on a wintry night before the
turn of the year. Such marvels only
God could make, and such beauty
could be found in heaven alone. His
listless musings were only slightly
and temporarily interrupted as he
turned around.

‘“See, Mother, how many lights
there are in heaven! Is it true, moth-
er, that it is Christmas every evening
in heaven?”’

His mother assured him that it was
so. Klaus continued to scan in
rapt attention the breadth of heaven
with its myriad stars.

‘‘My sister is up there now, playing
with the angels,”” he mused. ‘‘There
I shall some day be, too, when we
all have become angels.”

So spoke Klaus, the little one. Scin-
tillating sensations raced up and down
his spine as he considered the pros-
pect. With all of childhood’s little
hopes and aspirations he fully re-
solved to reach that starry realm
some day and to play with his sister
and the angels. But the poet paints
a tragic picture of what happened to
Klaus as the years rolled by and he
became adjusted to the everyday real-
ities of a sordid and mundane world.
In dancing with the maidens of men,
Klaus forgot his sister, the stars, the
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angels, and Christmas every evening
in heaven.

Evening is often quite different
from the morning, and the realities
of life in mature adulthood are fre-
quently far removed from the dreams
of childhood and the aspirations of
youth. Many a son or daughter of
pious parents will turn aside from the
precepts that had been impressed on
tender hearts in early life, and
will walk in other paths than those
upon which their feet had been placed
in childhood. The prodigal son had
strayed in heart long before he
requested from his father the portion
of the inheritance which would even-
tually fall his way. Job seemed to
have done well as a father, for his
ten children seemed to be doing all
right, though geniality and festivity
characterized their activity from one
weekend to another. Their father rose
early every morning and offered sac-
rifices for every one of them, fearing
that they had sinned and said farewell
to God in their hearts. Morning and
evening are seldom the same, the be-
ginning of the year was quite different
from what it turned out to be before
year’s end.

We are just now observing another
anniversary of Christ’s coming to
earth. Christmas is again a blessed
season. It is a season of recapturing
the delights of Christmases long ago,
especially those of our own childhood.
How different the present Christmas
seems to be from those of earlier
years; they were better then than

now. That could possibly be because
we have become older and cannot
quite enter into the joys of childhood
any longer. The evening is different
from the morning. Could it also pos-
sibly be because we have become
deeper rooted in the life and activity
of the present world and have lost
some of the dreams of childhood con-
cerning a land of pure delight up there
among the stars?

For some this Christmas is one of
family gatherings again. The children
come home, and their children with
them. This is fully as delightful for
aging parents and grandparents as
it is for children and grandchildren.
But it seems to be different now from
former years. It undoubtedly is dif-
ferent. To the generation in the middle
group—those who have both parents
and children present—it seems that
grandfather and grandmother are not
as genial now as they were a genera-
tion ago; and the little ones far from
as appreciative of little gifts as was
the case of youngsters thirty years
ago. The evening is not like the morn-
ing. The older generation might feel
something like Job of old and have
an inclination to have a secret meet-
ing with God again in behalf of the
younger set. A blessing it is to have
and act upon the feeling to intercede
with God.

A new year is coming. We are per-
haps not going to be any more suc-
cessful then either. But if it drives
one to seek God, it will be a blessed
year. Iver Olson
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A Sermon for Year’s End

The Christian
In ‘Tmmes
of Crises

by Pastor Ronald D. Knutson
Drummond, Wis.

Text: Heb. 13:14: “For here have
we no continuing city, but we seek
one to come.”’

How necessary it is for us to be
reminded that we are pilgrims on this
earth. For if Jesus is our Lord and
Savior, our citizenship is in Heaven,
(Phil. 3:20). We are pilgrims, as the
spiritual leaders of old once said of
themselves, that they were pilgrims
and strangers seeking a better land,
(Heb. 11:13-16). As we live this life,
we are passing through, headed for
our home in heaven. Living for Christ,
we’re to be lights in this world, that
others may come to know Jesus and
have peace in their souls. But as we
journey through there are many
things that happen that will either
cause us to grow or to backslide.

John Bunyan, author of Pilgrim’s
Progress, writes about a man called
Christian traveling through life and
encountering many difficulties, many
of which Christians today will face
in life, the trials and temptations
which could and often do lead be-
lievers into anxiety, despair and
doubt.

This past year may have brought
a variety of blessings, disappoint-
ments and heartaches to different
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people. As we touch on those things
it might seem depressing, but re-
member, for the believer these can
be expected in a world of sin.

The World Situation: The long war
in Vietnam coming to a halt and a
shaky truce with fighting still going
on. The war in the Mid-East between
Israel and the Arabs, now being set-
tled, but uncertainly. The energy cri-
sis which the free world is experienc-
ing because of a shortage of the oil
which is so vital to our way of life.
Famine in Africa, India and other
parts of the world.

On the National and Local Level:
The shortage of oil is causing Ameri-
cans to trim their use of it. Perhaps
this may cause us to be more appre-
ciative of our resources and to be
more conservative in their use. The
cost of living skyrocketing. The con-
tinuing moral decay in our land. When
Billy Graham spoke in St. Paul,
(Minn.) last summer, he compared
the conditions of Rome shortly before
it fell to the conditions existing in
America now. Higher taxes, more
armament to protect the land, divorce
rampant, the moral situation terrible.
Do we see the resemblance? The long,
drawn out affair of Watergate has
brought much frustration. Whatever

political party one may belong to, a
person might ask, what is going on
or what can you believe?

In our personal lives there may
have been events which may have
caused sorrow and testing.

These are just some of the forces
of this past year, facts that have been
presented in a negative way. For the
unbeliever, one who is living for this
life only, it must look hopeless. For
the believer it may look just as hope-
less but we know that in time the
things of this world will all pass away
and that all believers are headed for
a new life in Heaven. There have
been times in history when people be-
lieved that things could not get worse,
that the signs of the end-times had
come (Matt. 24:3-13). But never be-
fore have the signs been as prominent
as now.

The large response to the Billy Gra-
ham Crusades, the work and response
to different Christian organizations,
and the moving of the Holy Spirit
across our land, resulting in the con-
versions of individuals, indicate that
things are happening on the positive
side also.

But the question is this: Are the
distressing things in the world and
our nation always to be considered
in the negative sense? We would like
to see peace, harmony and prosperity
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in the world, but is it possible in a
world of sin? Do we forget that God
is in control, that He allows things
to happen and that He can stop any-
thing at anytime? God wants us to
mature as Christians, to be an influ-
ence in the world for Christ. If there
were no turmoil, would we become
complacent and satisfied, something
like the Church after Christianity be-
came the official religion of Rome?
Distressing situations can cause a
non-believer to come to his end and
to seek Christ. They can cause a be-
liever to be stirred up and drawn
nearer to our Lord. Satan would like
nothing better than to see Christians
so depressed by situations around
them that they lose their witness and
effectiveness on those around them.

What Should Be Our Response?

It is difficult to see anything in a
positive way that causes death, mis-
ery and confusion. But how have we
responded this past year? Have we
become defeated and critical or have
we been stirred up to an offensive
position (moving forward), rather
than a defensive one? We are pilgrims
on our way to the promised land (1
Pet. 1:3-5), to “‘an inheritance incor-
ruptible, and undefiled, and that fa-
deth not away, reserved in Heaven”
for us. What a blessed hope! Our
peace, joy, etc., are not to be deter-
mined by what the circumstances
around us may be. They are to be
found in the Lord Jesus Christ. This
doesn’t mean that we’re to be indif-
ferent, to those around us, or to the
conditions in the world. As Christians,
we are on the victorious side and we
have a responsibility here. We are to
be concerned but not to the point of
anxiety. We have the opportunity to
mature in realizing God’s provision
for His followers, even in fuel short-
ages (Matt. 6:25-34). To realize what
Paul did, ‘“‘in all situations to be con-
tent” (Phil. 4:11-12), and to know that
God does indeed provide for His own.
“My God shall supply all your needs,
according to His riches in glory by
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). Not every-
thing that we want, but everything
that we need. That we can face all
things because of Christ (Phil. 4:13).

We have the privilege of growing
in our prayer life. There are many
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things in this world that we can’t
change, but God can. Through prayer
much can be done. ‘“The effectual,
fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much” (Jas. 5:16-18). The
thing that has been heavy on my mind
as the result of the moral decay in
our land, the Watergate situation,
etc., is how careless we have been
in our prayer support for our spiritual
and government leaders, for local of-
ficials up to the Presidency, for Billy
Graham and other evangelists, pas-
tors, denominational leaders and lay
personnel. So much hinges on our re-
lationship to our Lord and our prayer
life. Are we so caught up in ourselves
and the things of this world that we
have come to the point of learning
the hard way (as the Israelites did)
that we must get down on our knees,
and seek the Lord’s face at all times,
and to be much in prayer? In II Chron.
7:14, we’re told, “‘If my people, which
are called by my name, shall humble
themselves, and pray, and seek my
face, and turn from their wicked
ways; then will I hear from heaven,
and will forgive their sin, and will
heal their land.” In I Tim. 2:1-3, we’re
again told to pray much for others,
those in authority and places of high
responsibility.

In our current political situation
there is room for constructive criti-
cism, but we must be careful. God
has ordained powers to be and allowed
men to take office (Rom. 13:1-3). In
Ex. 22:28, it speaks of not cursing
the rulers of the land. When David
had the opportunity to personally re-
move Saul from the throne, he
wouldn’t do it because he would not
harm God’s anointed. Those who oc-
cupy offices of authority are not per-
fect and are subject to the powerful
forces of evil. Therefore, let us pray

much.
As we leave this year behind and

we as individuals or groups recall the
problems in the world and the bless-
ings or trials in our own lives, let
us remember ‘‘that all things work
together for good to them that love
God, to those who are called accord-
ing to His purpose’’ (Rom. 8:28).

The Lord’s return may be near. We
do not know for certain what the fu-
ture holds, but as we enter the new
year, we can go forth confidently be-
cause we know who holds the future.

Second Quarter Student Officers At
Association Free Lutheran

Bible School

President—Joel Erickson, Fern-
dale, Wash.

Vice-President—Linda Erickson,
Salol, Minn.

Secretary—Becky Haugen, Strand-
quist, Minn.

Treasurer—Leland Melby, Green-
bush, Minn.

Chaplain—Kermit Berge, Binford,
N. Dak.

Elected to the Rally Committee to
replace Calvin A. Knapp, who is not
in school this quarter, was Wesley
Kvanvig, Aitkin, Minn., a Junior.

Student Proctors

Men—Harold Nelson, Brooten, Minn.;
David Youngberg, Fergus Falls,
Minn., and Carl Selvig, Rolette, N.
Dak.

Women—1st Floor: Anne Snipstead,
Minneapolis, Minn.; and Wanita
Nash, Abercrombie, N. Dak. 2nd
Floor: Kathi Jones, Wyndmere, N.
Dak.; Becky Haugen, Strandquist,
Minn.; Verna Whitaker, Minneapolis,
Minn.; and Margie Sorteberg, Ro-
seau, Minn.

In the First Quarter, Joel Erickson
filled out an unexpired term as Proc-
tor.

1973 ANNUAL REPORTS
NOW ON SALE

The Annual Report of the Associa-
tion of Free Lutheran Congregations
for 1973 is now available. This book,
filled with information about the work
of our congregations together, in-
cluding a list of the contributions for
1972-73, may be had for the charge
of $2.00 a copy. If you cannot secure
one through your local church, please
order now from:

Annual Report

3110 E. Medicine Lake Blvd.

Minneapolis, Minn. 55441

Please make your checks payable
to Association of Free Lutheran Con-
gregations.

=
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The Lutheran Ambassador Schedule For 1974

(Please save for reference)

1. The first date given is the date on which the Ambassador is printed every two weeks.

2. The second date is the deadline on which material for that issue must reach the Editor at
3110 E. Medicine Lake Blvd., Minneapolis, Minn. 55441. Please send all correspondence con-
cerning content of the paper to him at that address.

3. Material which arrives late will not be included in the next issue unless it is of an emergency
nature.

4. Unsolicited material is welcome, but it will be used at the discretion of the Editor and as
space permits.

. All material should be in double-spaced typing. Handwritten material will often be delayed.

. The second issue in August is omitted.

. In sending notices of meetings, keep in mind that subscribers receive their papers up to a

week or more following the date of publication.

8. Regular writers for the Ambassador, as well as other possible contributors, are asked to note
the special issues so that they may write concerning those topics if they desire.
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Publication Date = Editor’s Deadline  Special WMF Bible Study

January 1 December 15 New Year

January 15 December 29 Yes

January 29 January 12

February 12 January 26 Lent and Patriotic Yes

February 26 February 9 Lent

March 12 February 23 Lent Yes

March 26 March 9 Easter

April 9 March 23 Yes

April 23 April 6 Mother’s Day

May 7 April 20

May 21 May 4 Pentecost, Memorial Day and Pre- Yes
Conference

June 4 May 18 Pre-Conference

June 18 June 1 Patriotic Yes

July 2 June 15

July 16 June 29 Conference Reports Yes

July 30 July 13 Conference Reports

August 13 July 27 Yes

September 10 August 24 Yes

September 24 September 7

October 8 September 21

October 22 October 5 Reformation Yes

November 5 October 19

November 19 November 2 Thanksgiving

December 3 November 16 Advent

December 17 November 30 Christmas Yes

December 31 December 14 Year’s End

January 14, 1975 December 28 New Year

December 18, 1973

PLEASE SAVE FOR REFERENCE!
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A CHRISTMAS GREETING
FROM A HOME MISSION PASTOR
by Rev. Robert Rieth
Kirkland, Wash.

Greetings in the wonderful name
of Jesus! It is my privilege to write
to you in behalf of Home Missions
in the AFLC. There is great joy in
reaching out into new areas and com-
munities proclaiming the joy of know-
ing Christ. There is no other joy com-
pared to that of seeing individuals ac-
cept Christ as their own personal Sav-
ior and then to watch as Christ trans-
forms their lives and homes. He cre-
ates new standards, goals and desires
and builds new attitudes, interests
and habits. More than once have we
heard the words, ‘“We have gone to
church all our lives but before coming
here we never had heard that we
needed to accept Christ into our
hearts. We thank God for leading us
to this congregation.” It is a thrill
to see the teenagers come to life in
Christ. They have new relationships
to other teens and a real desire to
work with their parents.

In an urban area such as ours here
in Kirkland, where most men com-
mute miles to their jobs, where our
housewives are miles apart and where
the children and teens attend a dozen
different schools, it is difficult to real-
ly get to know one another. When
people come to church they den’t
know one another nor do they Fave
much in common other than .heir
quest to worship the Lord. The church
needs, therefore, to create the at-
mosphere that we take for granted
in small communities. So we have
many family services and many
meetings for different age groups. We
have fellowship nights and pot luck
dinners often.

During this

Christmas season,
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HOME
MISSIONS

many different activities are planned
so that everyone involved may really
know that we celebrate Christmas be-
cause Jesus came to live and to die
to save us from our sin. The adult
choir has been working diligently on
the Christmas cantata, ‘‘Joy to the
World,” by John Peterson. It will be
put on in both Calvary Lutheran in
Everett and Elim Lutheran in Lake
Stevens, as well as in our own congre-
gation.

For the children we will have a
“Birthday Party For Jesus.” The
Christmas story is read and Christ-
mas carols are sung. Each child
brings a present to the Christ Child

which is something for a needy child
and the gifts are given to a home
for mentally retarded children. There
is a visit from the wisemen, who
also take their gifts to the Christ Child
and then give candy to the children.

The Sunday School prepares and
presents the traditional Christmas
program, too. At 4:00 on Christmas
Eve, we have a Candle-Lighting Ser-
vice in which we sing carols, have
special music, read the Christmas
story and light our candles, centering
our thoughts on Jesus as the Light
of the world and the Light of our lives.

On Christmas Day we rejoice to-
gether in our worship service. Won't
you join us in our celebration of
Christmas by inviting Jesus into your
heart and into your home? To use
an expression coined by an English
friend of mine, ‘‘It rejoices my heart”’
to know the Savior and to have a part
in His work in this needful day in
which we live.

May the Joy of Jesus be yours this
Christmas!

(Ed. Note: We regret that this
greeting from Pastor Rieth arrived
too late to be included in our Christ-
mas issue.)

ASSOCIATION OF FREE LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS
3110 East Medicine Lake Boulevard
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55441
BUDGET RECEIPTS

February 1 to November 30, 1973

Legacies: $363.13

*includes debt retirement offering

Proposed
Total Current Received % of % of

Budget Budget To Date Current Total
General Fund $ 48,316.00 § 40,263.30 $ 31,917.32  79.3 66.0
Schools 81,886.00 68,238.30 41,825.13  61.2 51.0
Home Missions 44,000.00 36,666.70 31,751.59 86.6 72.0
Foreign Missions  44,000.00 36,666.70 35,182.02  96.0 80.0
Praise Fund 18,000.00 15,000.00 7,398.28  49.3 41
TOTAL $236,202.00 $196,835.00 $148,074.3¢  75.2 62.7
Budget 1972-73  $251,563.00 $161,899.88*

Dorm Fund:
Unpaid Pledges $ 28,300.35
Cash Received 117,924.55
$146,224.90
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HIEorials

THANK YOU, DR. OLSON

All of us have, we believe, appreciated the devotional
writings of Dr. Olson these past six months. He has a
gift for stating things logically and simply. Furthermore,
he has the knack of looking beyond the first appearances
of a text or idea and seeing, in some cases, deeper mean-
ings, or facets so simple that they may be overlooked,
but which enrich our understanding when we really notice
them.

Again, we say as we have said of other writers, if
you wish to express your personal appreciation for bless-
ings received, do that as you have opportunity.

In introducing Dr. Olson last June, we said that he
has an extensive writing project in mind as he phases
out of his teaching career. It is to write a textbook on
Lutheran doctrine for use at the Bible School level. There
is a great need for such a book. We also said that we
have one to suggest to him, a book which would trace
the streams of pietistic and evangelical Lutheranism
which have melded into what is the Association of Free
Lutheran Congregations. Of all of us, he is the best equip-
ped to do that. ;

Our first writer in 1974 will be Pastor Edwin Kjos

December 18, 1973

of Faith, South Dakota. He serves Bethel congregation
there and Emmanuel in Eagle Butte, the Indian agency
headquarters. His is a far-flung parish requiring much
driving. It is in the South Dakota which Rev. A. L. Hokon-
son, a former pastor at Faith-Eagle Butte, called, in a
poem, ‘‘The Land of God.”

We are certain that Pastor Kjos’ devotional meditations
in The Lutheran Ambassador, beginning next time, will
be well received, too. He writes out of a deep pastoral
concern for the salvation of souls and the building up
of Christian life. We welcome him as our new writer.

I, ME AND MINE

The present fuel crisis once again raises the specter
of a very unlovely creature, but one which we have likely
all played at one time or another, the hoarder. Those
of us who lived through World War II find it interesting
to see how history repeats itself and how some of the
same situations and types of conduct reappear now.

The philosophy of the hoarder is this. There isn’t enough
of a certain product to go around. Some will have to
do without or do with less. I want to make sure that
this doesn’t happen to me and those closest to me, at
least, that it happens to a lesser degree. Therefore, I
will lay by what I can even though others suffer inconven-
ience because of it.

It isn’t a pretty philosophy. It isn’t a Christian one.
But it is one that is strongly appealing to the flesh. If
gas rationing should come, and the rationing of other
fuels, other temptations will surface—black marketing,
cheating, chiseling, even overt stealing. All sorts of prob-
lems which will reveal in a clear way what is really
in the heart.

As Americans, we are in the crisis together. The spirit
of selfishness will compound our problems, not help to
solve a single one. ‘‘Dog-eat-dog’’ and ‘‘the survival of
the fittest’” approaches will destroy us. Christians can
show a better way by acting with integrity at all times,
by being willing to share, by thinking of others first and
trusting in the provision of God for their needs.

SAYING GOOD-BYE TO A YEAR

There is a strong sense of nostalgia in bidding farewell
to a year. There is also a certain degree of regret. Nostal-
gia about the pleasant experiences. Regret in reference
to the failures and shortcomings. It is good that in respect
to the latter we can, providing we have faced up to them,
“leave them all with Him who blots the record and gra-
ciously forgives and then forgets.”’

In the fellowship of the Association of Free Lutheran
Congregations, the year 1973 brought many blessings.
There was a forward movement, a strengthening of the
work. A good spirit of unity prevailed. Not all goals have
been reached, but there is a strong united effort being
made toward them.

Perhaps next time we can take a closer look at our
hopes and needs. But for today we acknowledge God’s
goodness in this past year. Once again He has sustained
and blessed and provided. “Thou crownest the year with
Thy goodness; and Thy paths drop fatness’” (Psalm 65:11).
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AN EVERLASTING LOVE
Missionary John H. Abel

“I have loved thee with an ever-
lasting love. . . .”" (Jer. 31:3).

Christmas varies in many parts of
the world. As to weather, in parts
of our planet the weather is warm and
dry, in other places hot and humid,
and in the Europe and America of
our heritage, it is usually snowy and
cold. It varies also in dress and cus-
toms around the earth, even though
the Christians are remembering the
same Savior. Perhaps it varies great-
ly in depth of feeling also. How pre-
cious will Christmas be this year to
those suffering and imprisoned
Christians in Portuguese Angola,
Africa, or those starving millions in
Central Africa and Asia, as they look
for some little unique way to re-
member Christ as a Child, and raise
hearts of hope for His soon return.

Yes, Christmas varies with culture,
social level, circumstance and simply
with people, but, Friend, for a true
Christian from any tongue or tribe
or people there is one common bond,
it is the Bible. This common bond
between us has been translated into
over 1,000 languages and dialects and
the Holy Spirit has used it in every
Christian’s heart to make Christmas
precious. The verse above tells us
what everyone of us should remember
at Christmas, regardless of our suffer-
ing or our circumstances. Remember,
God has ‘‘loved thee with an ever-
lasting love.”

Here in Brazil, your eight budding
churches will again have their Christ-
mas programs. They will be simple
and inexpensive, probably held in an
overcrowded little wooden church
with faces peering in from all the win-

Page Eight

WORLD
MISSIONS

FIELDS ARE WHITE UNTO HARVEST

dows as children recite and youth
sing. A Christmas drama by the Sun-
day School and a few poems by older
youth and a short message by the
pastor or a deacon is the usual pro-
gram. Christmas cards sent from the
U.S., with a Scripture verse, are
handed out and sometimes the Sunday
School has provided sacks of candy,
cookies and peanuts. It is the only
Christmas celebration that many of
our people will have, as the poor can-
not afford a feast, which is common
here on Christmas, and many will
even come to church without shoes.
On the other hand, in all of our
churches this year a few cars will
be seen in front of the church as pros-
perity and production gradually take
over in these rich frontier lands.

Christmas for every ‘‘believing
family”’ should be and usually is a
season of joy and gratitude for the
Gift of the Savior, Jesus. With this
joy and gratitude toward God who
has loved us with an everlasting love,
comes also a bond of brotherliness
between peoples and nations. Our
churches here will be remembering
you brethren in America. We will be
speaking of you and praying for you
in our churches. As president of our
Brazilian Association of Free Lu-
theran Congregations, let me extend,
in the name of our Brazilian brethren
and pastors, a handclasp of ‘“‘thanks”
to all you brethren of our Association
back home, who have helped during
the past nine years to bring the saving
message of Christmas to Brazil.

Also, on the part of Mrs. Abel and
our entire family, the Knapp family
and the Dyruds on furlough, may we
wish all of you a very blessed Christ-
mas. Our prayer is that He will watch
between us while we are absent one

from another and impress on each
of us the wonderful gift of Christmas.
In these closing days of grace may
we all be busy heralding its message.

(Ed. Note: We regret that this
greeting from Pastor Abel arrived too
late for inclusion in our Christmas
issue.)

SOME COPY CROWDED OUT

We are sorry that some of the copy
which ordinarily would have been in-
cluded in this issue of the Ambassader
has been crowded out because of the
publication of the 1973 Index. We will
use this copy as soon as we can in
subsequent issues.

Thank you for your patience.

OUR TIMES ARE IN THY HAND

QOur times are in Thy hand,

0 God, we wish them there;

Our life, our friends, our souls we leave
Entirely to Thy care.

Our times are in Thy hand,

Whatever they may be,

Pleasing or painful, dark or bright,
As best may seem to Thee.

Our times are in Thy hand;

Why should we doubt or fear?

A Father’s hand will never cause
His child a needless tear.

Our times are in Thy hand,

Jesus, the Crucified;

The hand our many sins have pierced
Is now our guard and guide.

Our times are in Thy hand:
We’ll always trust in Thee,
Till we have left the weary land
And all Thy glory see.
William Freeman Lloyd
(from The Hymnal )

PASTORS’ DIRECTORIES
AVAILABLE

The 1974 Pastors’ Directories
for the Association of Free Lu-
theran Congregations are avail-
able now at the cost of $1.00 each.
Please order from the church of-
fices in Minneapolis if you desire
one.

The Lutheran Ambassador
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1. List several facts about Jeremiah from:
1:1 1:6
1:5 16:2

2. Under which kings did Jeremiah prophesy? 1:2, 3

3. What great event occurred during Josiah’s reign? II Kings 23:2, 3

4. When had God chosen Jeremiah to be a prophet? 1:5 Notice the verbs in

the call: I you, I you, I you, I you.

5. What excuses did Jeremiah offer and what did God do about each?
1:6

1:9

1:6

1:8

6. Jeremiah’s job was two-fold: 1:10

and

7. What two signs did God give him? 1:11
1:13

8. What is prophesied for Judah? 1:14
Why? 1:16

9. What was Jeremiah'’s place in all this? 1:17

10. How would the people react? 1:19

11. What was God’s promise? 1:18

1:19

Compare God’s promise in Isaiah 41:10. Who will strengthen us?
Why need we not fear?
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Bitterness Forgiven, 14, p. 13

Certainty Came Into My Soul, 2, p. 8

How Salvation Came to Otto, Aarhus, 20, p. 11

My Faith Was Brought Out, Mayer, 3, p. 13

Scripture Came Alive to Me, Tofsrud, 6, p. 13

Thousand Thanks for a Wonderful Savior, Qualley, 9, p. 5
Try It, You'll Like It, Sampson, 16, p. 7
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HOME MISSIONS

Bus for Nogales On Hand, Pederson, 11, p. 15

Christmas Greeting from a Home Mission Pastor, Rieth, 25, p. 6
Concerning the Bus for Nogales, 9, p. 9

Information on the Nogales Bus Project, Pederson, 3, p. 14

Satan’s Attacks, Swanson, (pictures), 4, p. 8

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Article Was One-Sided, Johnson, 7, p. 8

Cites Need for Care in Evangelism, Nordvall, 23, p. 8
Commends Article by Mr. Slade, Johnson, 7, p. 8

Concern over Evangelism, Gilberg, 23, p. 8

Deplores Article on Pentecostal Movement, Kinnunen, 7, p. 8
Devotional Book Memorial to Her Husband, Hegge, 8, p. 4
Living and Free Congregations, Bjornstad, 22, p. 14
Mini-Skirts, Drinking, and Abortion, Stalsbroten, 10, p. 11
“Thank You’’ Out of a Trying Experience, Gregor, 17, p. 13
What the AFLC Is, Myhre, 4,p. 7

Why Refrain from Participating in Key '73, Gray, 6, p. 9

LUTHER LEAGUE ACTIVITIES

AFLC Luther League Convention Schedule, 13, p. 13

All My Life, Pederson, 4, p. 14

Good Years, Pederson, 6, p. 10

Involvement with a Purpose, Pederson, 1, p. 7

Living with TV, Pederson, 23, p. 11

Luther League Convention '73, Moan, 18, p. 3

Mid-Winter Youth Retreat Held at Grafton, Mortrud, 5, p. 8

“Reflecting God’s Image”’ Theme of West Coast Luther League
Conveuntion, Johnson, (picture), 12, p. 12

Scenes from the 1973 LLF Convention, 18, p. 4.

See You at Medicine Lake!, Pederson, 14, p. 6

Servants of Christ, Swanson, 1, p. 8

South Dakota District Luther League Convention at Webster,
Nilson, 14, p. 6

Summer Activities at Spencer Creek, (picture), Robertson, 1, p.
7

Tabor Luther League Presents Program at Wallace, Sakarison,
10,p.9

Where Do I Go From Here?, Pederson, 19, p. 13

MEDITATION MOMENTS

All on page 2

Numbers 1-13, Rev. Richard Gunderson
Numbers 14-25, Dr. Iver Olson

Another Opportunity, 2

Be Careful How You Walk, 12

Easter Realities, 8

Elimination of the Middleman, 21

First Freedom, 14

He Is Coming Soon, 23

He Lives . . . Next Door, 9

Home for Christmas, 24

How Was Your Flight?, 10

Jesus For Today, 1

Lent and the Cross in our Life: Cross-Bearing, 6
Lent and the Cross in Your Life: Follow Me, 7
Lent and the Cross in Your Life: Self-Denial, 5
Life, 11

Little Klaus, 25

Old Faithful, 18

Please God, 15

Search for Authority, 4

Sin, 20

Soul Ecology, 13

Thanksgiving, 22

This Also is True, 17

This is Most Certainly True, 16

Thy Will Be Done, 19

Unlimited Potential, 3
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MEET THE CHURCHES

Bemidji, Minnesota, Bethany Lutheran Church, (picture), 21, p.
4

Kenyon, Minnesota, Hauge, Emmanuel, (pictures), 9, p. 7

Shevlin, Minnesota, Sell Lake, Landstad, Trinity, (pictures), 5, p.
7

Wallace, South Dakota, Calvary Lutheran, (pictures), 23, p. 7

NEWS OF THE CHURCHES

Bagley, Minnesota, Rice Lutheran Commemorates 65th Anniver-
sary, (pictures), 21, p. 6

Bessemer, Michigan, Congregation Installs Pastor, Dedicates
Parsonage, 22, p. 6

Brooten, Minnesota, Our Saviour’s Has Special Meetings, Haara,
1,p.12

Brooten, Minnesota, Our Saviour’s Parish Received New Mem-
bers, 3, p. 12

Culbertson, Montana, Bethel Lutheran, Free of Debt, (pictures),
(from the Searchlight), 13, p. 10

Eugene, Oregon, Pastor Installed, Buildings Dedicated, (pic-
tures), 18, p. 13

Fargo, North Dakota, St. Paul’s Lutheran Welcomes Winter Bi-
ble Conference, 2, p. 8

Grafton, North Dakota, Congregation Receives New Members,
13,p. 10

Grafton, North Dakota, Congregation Sets Up Telephone Devo-
tions, Gray, 5, p. 5

Grafton, North Dakota, Parish News, 20, p. 13

Granite Falls, Minnesota, Faith Confirmation Class, (picture),
17,p. 13

Greenbush, Minnesota, Congregation Building Church, 7, p. 6

Greenbush, Minnesota, Sunday School Workshop in October, 21,

p.7
Houghton, Michigan, Dedication of Maranatha Lutheran, (pic-
tures), 20, p. 8

Mason, Wisconsin, 75th Anniversary at Faith Lutheran, Hanson,
(picture), 20, p. 8

McIntosh, Minnesota, Mt. Carmel Church Anniversary, Hegg, 18,
p. 16

McLeod, North Dakota, United Lutheran, Eight Confirmed, (pic-
ture), 22, p. 7

Minneapolis, Minnesota, Faith Lutheran Announces Special Ser-
vices, 20, p. 13

Minnewaukan, North Dakota, New Members, (picture), 10, p. 14

Newfolden, Minnesota, Addition to Westaker Dedicated June 3,
(pictures), 17, p. 6

Ontonagon, Michigan, News, 10, p. 8

Ortley, South Dakota, Dedication Services Held, (pictures), 1,
p. 12

Pukwana, South Dakota, Has Guest Speaker, 7, p. 6

Pukwana, South Dakota, Parish News, 20, p. 8

Roseau, Minnesota, Church Burned Mortgage, (picture), 7, p. 6

Roseau, Minnesota, Mortgage Burning at, 2, p. 4

Roseau, Minnesota, Spruce Congregation Dedicates New Church,
(picture), 21,p. 7

St. Paul, Minnesota, Victory in Christ Lutheran Announces Ser-
vices, 22,p. 7

Sisseton, South Dakota, Church Notes 75th Anniversary, (pic-
ture), 18, p. 13

Spicer, Minnesota, Green Lake Church Holds Rally Days, 21, p.
€

Spicer, Minnesota, Green Lake Lutheran, (pictures), 1, p. 14

Spicer, Minnesota, Pews for Sale, 22, p. 7

Stacy, Minnesota, Sunnyside Church Dedication, 18, p. 14

Stacy, Minnesota, Sunnyside Dedicates New Church, (pictures),
22,p.6

Stranquist, Minnesota, Hegland Church Dedication Service in
November, (pictures), 3, p. 12

Tioga, North Dakota, Parish, Rev. Forrest Swenson Installed,
23, p. 10

Wallace, South Dakota, News, Sakarison, 10, p. 11
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PERSONALITIES

Abel, Mrs. John, Arrives for Brief U.S. Visit, 12,p. 9
Bredholt, Rev. Roy A., 13,p. 8

Bredholt, Rev. Roy A., 20, p. 12

Dahle, Rev. Trygve F., 3,p. 8

Dahle, Rev. Trygve F., Sr., 12,p. 9

Dean, Lay Pastor Verle, 1, p. 8

Eggen, Mrs. Ella, 16, p. 8

Haugen, Philip, 16, p. 8

Miller, Rev. Frank A., 16, p. 8

Monseth, Rev. Francis, 18, p. 7

Nelson, Rev. Elden, 3, p. 8

Odegaard, Rev. Stephen, 3, p. 8

Odegaard, Rev. Stephen E., 9, p. 13

Pederson, Wayne, 23, p. 12

Pentti, Kenneth, 16, p. 8

Pentti, Rev. Kenneth, 18, p. 7

Persson, PastorR.S.,1,p. 8

Saukerson, Mr. Otto, Hospitalized in Chamberlain, 12, p. 9
Stendal, Pastor Karl, 22, p. 15

Stalsbroten, Rev. Lars, 3, p. 8

Stueland, Lay Pastor Rodney, 18, p. 7
Swenson, Rev. Forrest, 10, p. 14

Swenson, Lay Pastor and Mrs. Sidney, 24, p. 21
Tollefson, Rev. Hans J., 10, p. 14

Walla, Lay Pastor and Mrs. Melvin, 17, p. 14

POEMS

Across the Years, Moline, 24, p. 10

As in the Days of Noah, Moline, 15, p. 13

Blest Easter Day, What Joy Is Thine!, Petri, (from The Hymnal),
8,p.6

Chime, Happy Christmas Bells, Once More, Grundtvig, (from
The Hymnal), 24, p. 10

Christmas Eve, 24, p. 6

Christmas Prayer, Moline, 24, p. 16

Come, My Soul, Thy Suit Prepare, Newton, (from Concordia),
3,p.8

Don’t Stay Away from Church, (from Advance), 5, p. 8

Fierce Was the Billow Wild, Anatolius, (from The Hymnal), 4,
p. 14

Follow Me, Norum, 7, p. 14

Gardens, Moline, 8, p. 14

Go Forth,Ye Heralds, In My Name, Maxwell, (from The Hymn-
nal), 16, p. 10

God Is Not Dead!, Johnson, 20, p. 16

Good Shepherd, Moline, 4, p. 4

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah, Williams, 20, p. 3

Homegoing, Johnson, 11, p. 6

How Can I Serve?, Rasmussen, 20, p. 16

How Can I Serve?, Rasmussen, 22, p. 12

Law of Love, Trench, 3, p. 4

Legend of the Cross, Moline, 8, p. 10

Lenten Prayer, Moline, 6, p. 7

Life’s Book, 1, p. 8

Lord, Thy Word Abideth, Baker, (from The Hymnal), 21, p. 3

Maundy Thursday, Johnson, 8, p. 14

Memorial Day, Moline, 11, p. 14

Messiah in a Manger, Stone, 24, p. 21

My Days Are Numbered, Molskness, 10, p. 8

My Litany, Leppington, 3, p. 14

My Prayer, Norum, 10, p. 14

On the Wings of Prayer, Moline, 10, p. 13

Our Savior Will Stay, Moline, 4, p. 3

Our Times Are in Thy Hands, Lloyd, (from The Hymnal), 25,
p.8

Pansies, Moline, 9, p. 14

Place of the Skull, Stone, 1, p. 4

Power of Prayer, Kenny, 11, p. 16

Prayer in Bed, Shoemaker, (from I Stand By the Door), 13, p.
14 ‘

Psalm of Praise to God, Quanbeck, 17, p. 14

December 18, 1973

Questions, Anderson, 21, p. 7

Sacristy, Gjerde, 19, p. 11

Seeds We Sow, Moline, 12, p. 7

Shine On Our Souls, Eternal God!, Doddridge, (from The Hymnal),
16,p.5

Thanksgiving Psalm, Moline, 22, p. 15

This House, Johnson, 20, p. 13

Through the Troubled Waters, Moline, 15, p. 14

Through the Valley of the Shadow, Moline, 7, p. 4

Thou Goest to Jerusalem, Hoppe, (from The Hymnal), 22, p. 4

Valley, 1,p.9

Yield to God, Quanbeck, 19, p. 13

SCHOOL NEWS

AFLBS Alumni Retreat, 8, p. 6

AFLBS Alumni Retreat, 9, p. 6

AFLBS Banquet Held on Riverboat, 11, p. 6

AFLBS Choir (picture and tour schedule), 6, p. 6

AFLBS Choral Club, (picture and tour schedule), 6, p. 6

AFLBS first year students, first quarter, (picture), 3, p. 11

AFLBS To Begin September 9, 16, p. 6

AFLC Headquarters and Schools Staff, (picture), 3, p. 10

Abel, Jonathan, arrives at Bible School, 2, p. 6

Alumni Give Details of Scholarship Program, 22, p. 12

Ambassadors Caravan, (picture), 13, p. 6

Australian Seminar Team to Speak at Free Lutheran Seminary,
21,p.8

Bible School Senior Students and Schedule, (picture), 2,p. 7

Bible School Students took part in Basic Youth Conflicts Institute,
23,p. 13

Bible School Students Visit Rest Homes, 5, p. 6

Bible School Years Worthwhile, Kvanvig, 10, p. 6

Committee for All-School Christmas Party, 1, p. 6

Dormitory Fund Over $84,000 Mark, 3, p. 10

Erickson, Miss Judith, Named Dean of Women at AFLBS, 13,
p.6

Fashion Show Held, 8, p. 6

First Seminary Short Course, 10, p. 6

For God’s Glory, Jacobson, 22, p. 8

Gospel Caravan to Travel Throughout Church, 11, p. 6

Gospel Team Went to Buxton, Sorteberg, 7, p. 10

Graduates of Free Lutheran Theological Seminary 1973, (pic-
tures), 11,p. 7

Ground Broken for New Dorm at AFLBS, (pictures), 22, p. 8

Home Choir Concert, 9, p. 6

I Found New Direction, Waddle, 9, p. 6

Increased Enrollments at Seminary, Bible School, 19, p. 8

Johnson, Rev. Wendell, Spoke at Spiritual Emphasis Week, 7,
p. 10

King, Frank, and Rev. Amos Dyrud Find They Had Met Before,
1,p.5

Large Crowd Attends Graduation, 12, p. 6

Life, Nesland, 11, p. 6

Mission Challenge by Rev. Connely Dyrud, 7, p. 10

My Most Precious Treasure, Dahlgren, 12, p. 6

New Student Officers, 6, p. 6

New Term Opened at Free Lutheran Seminary, Anderson, 21,
p-8

New Vice-President Chosen, 3, p. 11

No Building at AFLBS Yet, 23, p. 16

Officers, Proctors, and Homecoming Committees, (pictures), 20,
p.7

Promotion Days, 4, p. 6

Promotion Days at Bible School, 10, p. 6

Register Now for the Fall Quarter, 12, p. 6

Registrations Being Accepted for the Fall Term at AFLBS, 13,
p.6

Report on Scholarship Fund, 23, p. 16

P- resentatives of Norway’s Free Faculty Visits our Schools,
5,p.6

Second Quarter Student Officers at AFLBS, 24, p. 4

Seminary Students, (picture), 2, p. 6

Seminettes Detail Activities, Anderson, Greven, 23, p. 13
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Senior Seminarians Speak in Chapel, 5, p. 6

Special Service Marks Opening of New Year at Bible School,
19,p.8

Spiritual Emphasis Week Set, 2, p. 6

Status of Dormitory Project (picture), 8, p. 6

Student Body Officers for Second Quarter, 1, p. 5

Students Go by Alumni 12-6 in Annual Football Contest, 22, p.
12

Successful Homecoming Conducted Last Month, (pictures), 22,
p- 11

Yamanaka, Daijiro, Is a Young Man with Vision, 4, p. 6

Youth Rally at Bible School, 22, p. 7

WOMEN FOR CHRIST

Bluegrass Church Site for Women’s Meeting, Erickson, 1, p. 10

Brooten, Our Saviour’s WMF Honors Members, (picture), 21,
p-5

Buxton, Ny Stavanger Honorary Membership, (picture), 5, p. 13

Child Care Centers, Peronto, 6, p. 8

Culbertson, Montana, Bethel and Faith Aid Officers, (picture),
5,p.13

Dalton Church Site of Women’s Gathering in May, Erickson, 18,
p-8

Derrick, North Dakota, Bethany Cradle Roll, (picture), 17, p. 8

Did He Die For You?, Rygh, 4,p. 13

Eastern North Dakota WMF Gathering on May 5, Jacobson, 8,
p.7

Eastern North Dakota WMF Meeting Set, Jacobson, 18, p. 8

Feathering the Nest, Haakonson, 9, p. 8

For ‘“The Day,” Bredholt, 8, p. 7

Former Missionary to Madagascar Spoke at Minneapolis Dis-
trict Women’s Gathering, Haugen, 23, p. 10

Freedom, Solheim, 2, p. 5

“Go Ye Into All the World”’ Theme for WMF Spring Rally,
Haugen, 11,p. 8

Grafton, North Dakota, Bethel Lutheran Mission Circle Honorary
Membership, 1, p. 10

Grafton, North Dakota, Church Site of Women’s Convention,
Jacobson, 22, p. 5

Holy Spirit Power, Hovland, 13, p. 8

Honorary Memberships 1972-73, 10, p. 7

In Everything Give Thanks, Haakonson, 3, p. 7

Information about Winter WMF Workshop, Walla, 2, p. 5

Kalispell Church Hosted West Coast Women in District Rally,
Bottem, 20, p. 5

Kept by the Power of God, Schauland, 12, p. 8

Loving and Forgiving One Another, Dressen, 14, p. 4

Memorial to Home Missions Received, Eletson, 4, p. 13

Minnewaukan Church Hosts Women’s Gathering, Jacobson, 12,
p- 14

No WMF Bible Study in December, 21, p. 5

North Central Minnesota Women Met at McIntosh for Rally,
Hanson, 1, p. 11

Notes on the Inspirational Messages at the WMF Convention,
Dyrud, 19,p. 7

Our Bodies, God’s Temple, Olson, 5, p. 13

Pentecost 1973, Nelson, 11, p. 8

Prayer Time, Haugen, 1, p. 10

Real Freedom, Peterson, 7, p. 7

Report on the Eleventh Annual WMF Convention, Dyrud, (pic-
tures), 17, p. 7

Salol Women Host Northern Minnesota District WMF Rally,
Nelson, 23, p. 4

Sarpshorg Girl Commissioned as WMPL Missionary, 21, p. 5

Section Ten Honorary Memberships, (picture), 1, p. 11

Sedan, Minnesota, Scandia Cradle Roll, (picture), 17, p. 8

“So Send I You’ Theme of Granite Falls Gathering, Hodnefield,
1,p. 14 :

Spring Workshop Held at Culbertson, Montana, Haakenson, 12,
p-8

Tracts, Dalager, 10, p. 8
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Valley City, North Dakota, Eight Women Honored, (picture),
20,p.5

WMF F;Sreakfast at Annual Conference in Ferndale, Washington,
Dyrud, 16, p. 8

Wallace Church Scene of South Dakota WMF Convention, Rude-
busch, 23, p. 4

We Say Thank You, Rolf, 4, p. 13

WMF BIBLE STUDIES

Numbers 2-11 by Miss Margaret Anderson
Number 1 by Mrs. Marlys Johnson

Lesson 2: The Church Working and Witnessing In Jerusalem,
2,p. 11

Lesson 3: The Church In Action, 4, p. 11

Lesson 4: Dispersion of the Church, 6, p. 11

Lesson 5: The Church Continues to Move Forward, 8, p. 11

Lesson 6: Persecution and Deliverance, 11, p. 11

Lesson 7: Beginning a Great Movement, 13, p. 11

Lesson 8: Conference at Jerusalem, 15, p. 11

Lesson 9: Second Missionary Journey Continued and Concluded,
17,p. 11

Lesson 10: Third Missionary Journey is Concluded, 18, p. 11

Lesson 11: Paul’s Journey to Rome, 21, p. 11

Lesson 1: Jeremiah’s Call, 25, p. 9

WORLD MISSIONS

Addresses of Our Missionaries, 7, p. 9

Addresses of Our Missionaries, 20, p. 7

Bible Camp—DBrazilian Style, Wold, (pictures), 9, p. 12
Brazil Calling You!, Dyrud, 5, p. 12

Brazil Still Calling You!, Dyruds, 24, p. 23

Building for Service, Knapp, (pictures), 19, p. 10

Clap at the Gate, Abel, 8,p. 8

Departure Close at Hand, Dyruds, (picture), 1, p. 13
Everlasting Love, Abel, 25, p. 8

Fund for Stove in Brazil Started, 10, p. 8

Missionaries on Furlough, 18, p. 15

Only a Few Days Travel to Eternity, Abel, 22, p. 13
Weekend Circuit, Abel, 21, p. 13

What Next?, Ose, 10, p. 10

Where It’s Happening in Missions, Wold, (pictures), 2, p. 13



