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"The Channels of Joy" 

Read 1 Peter 1:8, 9 

The world today is in a peB-mel! 
search for joy. and the tragedy of 
it is that rea l joy ca n be found, 
but t hey do not want to find it in 
a person, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Nevertheless, some do find it be­
cause they have come to faith in 
Him. The pilgrims to whom Peter is 
writing were converts of the apos­
tles. Though they had not seen 
Jesus in His incarnate form, yet 
they loved Him. How had this come 
about? The Holy Spirt had present­
ed Jesus on the ca nvas of their 
spiritual vision. They had had a real 
spiritual experience through the 
Word, and Christ was real to them. 
They believed, and because they 
believed they had an inner joy 
which Peter describes as "unspeak­
able." This is a true characteristic 
of joy. 

The picture of an earthly Jesus 
was supplanted by a Holy-Spi rit ­
pai nted vision of the glorified Sav­
ior in the fa ith-perception power 
of the saint. This is always true. 
They had looked up into His face 
and had drawn their power in a 
direct fusion of three great funda­
mentals of the Word and Christian 
life-love, faith and hope. These 
are the channels of joy. 

I. Through love: "Whom not 
having seen, ye love." Th is love is 
a wonderfu l subduer, because in its 
need it is the hunger of the heart. 
How people yearn for this today 
and they can find its fulfi llment 
only in Jesus. "We love him be­
cause he fi rst loved us," God sees 
the love in your heart for Him. 
He recognizes it and brings it out­
in the pattern of the cross. The 
power of Christianity is a spiritu ­
al love-power because it is a c ross­
power. It is wrought by the Holy 
Spirit. "By this shaU all men know 
that ye a re my disciples, if ye have 
love one to another" (John 13:35) . 

2. Through faith: "In whom 
though now we see him not, yet 
believing." Faith is a spring of joy 
because it makes Christ real. These 
pilgrims were beset on every hand 
with persecutions and t rials, yet 
they had the inner joy of faith. It is 
as Lincoln once said: "The proba­
bility that we may fail in the strug­
gle ought not to deter us f rom 
the support of a cause which we 
deem to be just." And then Lincoln 
also said, "Let us have faith that 
right makes might." How truel This 
has also been the experience of 
our church, the Association of Free 
Lutheran Congregations. 

tion of your souls." A real hope 
appropriates the object and makes 
it one's own. That is why Peter says 
these pilgrims should have this joy. 
They lived on , each day receiving 
this salvation. Paul voices this hope 
when he says, "Now the God of 
hope fi ll you with all joy and peace 
in believing, that ye may abide in 
hope in the power of the Holy 
Spirit" (Rom. 15: 13). The Chris­
tian must dweU deep in the joy of 
the Lord through the practice of 
love, faith and hope. He lives above 
circumstances by means of joy in 
the Lord. "J" stands for Jesus, "Y" 
stands for you, and there is nothing 
between. Nothing between my soul 
and Jesus-that is joy. Oliver Wen­
dell Holmes once said, "There are 
songs a ll written out in my soul 
which I could read if the flash might 
pass through them, but the fi re 
must come down from heaven." 
For the Christians, the fire has come 
down from heaven and the result 
is joy. George Mathison expresses 
it thus: " 0 Joy that seekest me 
through pain, I cannot close my 
heart to thee. I trace the rainbow 
through the rain, and feel the prom ­
ise is not vain, that morn shaJl 
tearless be." Yes, Jesus has paid 
it aU. And that is the joy of the 
child of God-the salvat ion of his 

3. Through hope: "Receiving the soul. 
end of your faith, even the salva~ -A. L. Hokanson 
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A Lenten Sermon 

Up to Jerusalem 
BY REV. E. EDWARD TORNOW, 

FARGO, N. OAK. 

Luke 18:31-43 

As we approach (he season of 
Lent, is it not in order that we ask 
ourselves the question, "Do I really 
understand what Lent means for 
my life, or will this be just another 
season of the church year when I 
shall merely go through the mo­
tions, trying somehow to find some­
thing to enliven my religious bore­
dom?" For many people in our 
churches Lent means just another 
period of forced soiemness, a time 
of so-called denial of certain en­
joyable pursuits, and the rather 
begrudging duty of making it to 
mid-week Lenten services. Much of 
this comes from a misunderstand­
ing of the blessings intended for 
us in the Lenten season. 

The heart of Lent is the Passion 
of Christ, and the focus of His pas­
sion is the atonement! If we do 
not understand His atonement and 
redemptive work, neither will we 
understand Lent. It will have no 
dynamic for us, no strong and ur­
gent appeal to the soul. Rev. Paul 
Hoh said in a Lenten sermon some 
years ago, "Lent is the season for 
the Church of Christ to find itself, 
its soul, its strength, in secluded 
communion with God." '" This would 
call for days and nights of pray­
ing-desert praying, upper-room 
praying, Gethsemane praying, Cal­
vary praying. 

Christ set His face toward Jeru­
salem. Our text outlines the four­
fold course that He is to follow. 
As He took His disciples with Him 
to face these things, so wou ld He 
take us. Let us journey with Him. 

First, the prophetic Word is ac-

• Gospel Pr#achins lor the Dar , Vol. I, 
p . 147. 
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complished. "All things that are 
written by the prophets concern­
ing the Son of man shall be accom­
plished." Make no mista ke about 
it, dear friend, every prophetic 
promise of God is fulfilled , whether 
infinitesimal man believes it or not. 
The truth is not dependent upon 
my acceptance of it. The truth 
comes out of the heart of God and 
is revealed to us through His holy 
Word. Jesus said, "Thy word is 
truth" (John 17: 17). That's good 
enough for me. As every promise 
made concerning the Son of God 
was fulfilled in His first coming, 
so will every promise, prophetic or 
otherwise, be fulfilled for our lives 
now and for His coming again! It 
wasn't just by chance that He set 
His face toward the task of recon· 
ciling the world to God. This was 
in the design of God from the be­
ginning. Rejoice in it, friend, and 
make all that it involves yours by 
fa ith. 

Second, we see Christ in His 
passion on the road of suffer ing. 
"For he shaH be delivered unto 
the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, 
and shamefully treated, and spit 
upon." Remember, my reading 
friend, He did this for you! He laid 
down His glory in heaven and be­
came identified with your sin and 
mine in order that He might take 
our place before a just and holy 
God. His suffering was for no 
wrong that He had done. He had 
no sin! It was for my disobedience 
and yours that He was led like 
a lamb to the slaughter, not com­
plaining, never opening His mouth. 
Read about it in Isaiah 53. But don't 
be led into the sentimental confu­
sion that He desires your sympathy 
because of this shameful road of 
suffering that He walked as the 
servant Son of God. "Don't weep 
for me," He said, as He trudged 
up to Calvary (Luke 23: 28). "Weep 
for yourselves!" "I don't need your 

sympathy, your sen timental tears 
that for the passing moment come 
from the mood of the season. God 
help you if you do not see that what 
I do here is for you-for the salva­
tion of your precious souls!" 

Third, we see Him as the eternal 
sacrifice. "And they shall scourge 
and kill him!" That's plain talk, 
is n't it? Strange, but some folks, 
wise and otherwise, can't perceive 
this awe-inspiring and glorious 
truth. Christ died for you! There 
was the need for the shedding of 
blood, "for without the shedding of 
blood, there is no remission of sin" 
(Heb. 9: 22). Gruesome? Yes, of 
course! If Calvary is hOrrifying in 
its base brutality, it is but a picture 
of the awfu lness of sin; and sin 
is couched in your heart by nature, 
friend of mine! It was your sin and 
mine that placed Him there. It was 
for the filth of your heart and 
mine (Jer. 17: 9) that He must be­
come a sin-offering in order that a 
just and holy God might righteously 
justify us poor sinners from the 
condemnation of our sin . And His 
sacrifice was suffiCient, complete! 
Isn't that wonderful? Have you 
thanked God, my friend? Our sal­
vation is bought not with t he t ran­
sient filthy lucre of this world but 
with the precious blood of the 
Lamb, and that without spot or 
blemish. "It is finished!" (John 19: 
30). 

Fourth, we see His triumph and 
victory! "And the third day he shall 
rise again!" Ah, the blessed resur­
rection in which every promise, 
every act of the Son of God, is 
sealed in truimph and victory! The 
thread of triumph and victory must 
run through all the observance of 
His passion during Lent. He lives! 
Yes, it is true! As I view His suffer­
ing, His shame, His death, I remem­
ber that the grave could not hold 
Him. He rose from the dead! Every­
thing is true. He is Jesus Christ, 
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the victorious One! He has life to 
give every needy sinner who will 
come unto Him in true repentance 
a nd fa ith. 

He won the victory over the 
world, ou r fl esh, sin, the devi l, 
death and the grave. This victory 
was won for you and for me. It 
is ours by fa ith. Though our hea rts 
be wrenched and melted as we 
view Hi s suffe ring a nd death for 
us, yet these same hearts are 
warm and glowing w ith the eternal 
fact of His triumph and victory. 
Never in the true observance of 
Lent do we fail to " Rejoice in the 
Lord!" If Lent is real, our conviction 
of sin is real! We cannot view Him 
in His sufferi ng without seeing our 
sins. But we do not have all that 
He wants fo r us if we just stop 
there. He died that we might live! 
He came to set us free! Hen ce, we 
must see His victory, too. 

But, alas, do we unde rsta nd this? 
The disci ples didn't! " But they un­
derstood none of these things; th is 
saying was hid from them, and 
they did not grasp what was said. " 
We may say, "How sad that they 
did not understand." Yes, sad in­
deed! But, my friend, do you under­
stand? Is His passion real to you? 
Were you there, with your sin in 
His death, when they crucified the 
Lord? Have you accepted His gra­
cious gift of fo rgiveness and life by 
accepting Him? ( I Jo hn 5: I I , 12). 
Is His victory real in your life 
day by day? Are you assured that 
you are saved and belong to Him? 

These questions canno t be sep­
a rated from ou r observance o f Lent. 
Be assured of this fact, that Ch rist 
wants each of us to be able to say 
yes to these questions. He wants 
us to understa nd! What He did in 
His suffe ring and death is not to 
be hid. Rather, it is t he "good news" 
to be broadcast to the whole world . 

But you say, "How can I under­
stand these th ings?" By fa ith, my 
seeking friend! By fa it h! J ust come 
to Him with all your need a nd claim 
as your own what He has done for 
you. Ope n your hea rt to Him and 
He will make it real to you that 
you might both "see" and "know"! 
(Rev. 3: 20) . 
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PASTORAL CONFERENCE 
For Pastors of 

The Association of Free Lutheran Congrea:ations 
St. Paul'. Lutheran Church, Farao, North Dakota 

Monday, March 1 

Tuesday, March 2 

MarCh 1-3, 1965 

8:00 p.m. Communion Service 
Pastor E. Edward Tornow, Leader 
Pastor Fritjof Monseth, Preacher 

8:30 a.m. Devotional Senrice, led by Pastor 
Morris Eggen 

9 :00-10 :00 a.m . Lectul'e No. 1 on "Ordo Salulis'· by 
Dr. Vuras Saarnivaara 

10:00-10:30 a.m. Discussion 

10:30-10:<15 a.m. Coffee Break 

10 :<15-11 :35 a.m. "Church Discipline In a Free Con­
gregation" by Pastor Karl Stendal 

11:35-12:00 Discussion 

12:00- 1 :30 p.m. Lunch 

1:30- 1:<15 p.m. Devotions, Mr. Melvin P. Walla 

1 :<15- 2 :40 p.m . Lecture No.2, "Ordo Salutis'· 

2:<10- 3:00 p .m. Discussion 

3:00- 3:45 p.m. " Pastoral Ethics'· by Pastor Raynard 
Huglen 

3:45- 4:00 p.m. Coffee Break 

<I :00- 4 :50 p.m . "A Free Congregation Faces the Di· 
vorce Question" by Paslor Karl G. 
Be", 

<1:50- 5 :15 p.m. Discussion 

6:30 p.m. Banquet 
Master of Ceremonies-Pastor Anrid 
L. Hokonson 
Message-"The Association FaceS 
the Future" by Pastor John P . Strand 

8:30 p.m. FeUO\'Iship Hour 

Wednesday, March 3 8:30- 9 :00 a.m. Devotional Service led by Pastor 
Jonas Helland 

9:00- 9:50 a.m. Lecture No.3, "Ordo Salutis" 

9:50-10:30 a .m. Discussion 

10:30--10;45 a .m. Coffee Break 

10:45-11:40 a.m . . "A Brief Analysis of the Most Prom­
inenl Versions of the Bible" by Dr. 
Saarnivaara 

11 :40-12 :00 Discussion 
Closing of conference 

The Lutheran Ambassador 
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EASTERN NORTH DAKOTA 
DISTRICT BIBLE CONFERENCE 

ST. PAUL'S FREE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1603 - 5TH ST. N., FARGO, N. DAK. 

MAR. 3-5, 1965 
THEME: "OBEDIENT TO THE HEAVENLY VISION" (ACTS 26:18-19). 

WEDN}<~SOAY 

6:00- 7 :30 p.m. Registration 
7:30 p.m . Song Servke led by Pastor E. Edward Tornow 
8 :00 p.m. "The Prophetic Vision!" Pastor Arnold M. Stone, Fridley, Minn. 

Leader: Pastor Monscth 

TH URSDAY 

8:30 a.m. Prayer Fellowship led by Pastor Ernest J. Langness 
9:00 a.m. "In Doctrine and Teuching"-Dr. Uuras Saarnivaara 

Leader: Pastor Langness 
10:15 a.m. "In the Missionary Vision"- Mr. Odell Kittelson, South America 

Leader: Pastor Tornow 
11 :45 a .m. DINNER BREAK 

2:00 p .m . "In Doctrine and Teaching"-Dr..saarnivaara 
Leader: Pastor Hans Tollefson 

3 :30 p.m. "In Church Administration "-Pastor John Strand, President, AFLC 
Leader: Pastor F. 8. Monseth 

4 :30 p.m. Annual Business Meeting of the Eastern District-Pastor Langness 
7 :30 p.m . Song Service led by Paslor Tornow 
8:00 p.m. "The P rophetic Vision !"- Pastor Stone 

Leader: Pastor Tollefson 

FRIDAY 

8 :30 a.m. Prayer Fellows hip led by Pastor Langness 
9:00 a.m. "In the Missionary Vision"-Mr. Kittelson 

Leader: Pastor Langness 
10:30 a.m . "In Christian Education" - Pastor Everald Strom, Moorhead, Minn. 

Leader: Pastor Tornow 
11 :45 a.m. DINNER BREAK 

2:00 p.m. "In Our Homes"- Pastor H. Albert Larson, Tioga, N. Dak. 
Leader : Mr. Roy Quanrud 

3 :30 p .m . "The Prophetic Vision !"-Pastor Stone 
Leader: Pastor Monseth 

COFFEl; HOUR FELLOWSHIP HOMEWARD ROUND! 

S J'E AKE I{S: 

Pastor John Strand. Minneapolis, President of the 
Association of Free Lutheran Churches; Dr. Uuras 
Saarnivaara, Minneapolis, P.rofessor, Association 
Theological Seminary (AFLC) ; Pastor Arnold Stone, 
Fridley Lutheran Church. Fl'idley. Minn. (formerly 
at LBU, Pastor Everald Strom, Triumph Lutheran, 
Moorhead. Minnesot<l; Mr. Odell Kitt.e lson . Wor ld 
Mission Prayel' Leaguc. Bible school, Bolivifl. South 
America: Pastor H. Albert Larson. Tioga. North 
Dakota. formerly of Mountain Lake. Minncsota. 

A most hearty welcome to everyone in the pre­
cious name of Jesus Christ ! Special music will be 
provided from various participating parishes of the 
Eastern District. F ine hotel and motel accommoda­
tions are available to all those who would des irc 
to come and stay for all of the conferen ce. The local 
committee in Fargo will be glad to arrange l'Cgis­
trations fOJ" folks who request such help. All sessions 
will be held in the St. Paul's Frce Lutheran Church , 
1603 _ 5th St. No, Fargo, North Dakota, a member 
of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations 
of Amel'ica. Welcome to thi!; good fellowship in 
Christ Jcsus! 



WORLD 
MISSIONS 

THE FIELDS ARE W H I TE U N T 0 H A R V EST 

"Could a mariner sit idle if he heard 
the drowning cry? 

Could a doctor sit in comfort and 
just let his patients die? 

Could a fireman sit idle, let men 
burn and give no hand? 

Could you sit at ease in Zion with 
the world around you damned? 

- Ravenhill 

Today I became rather rudely 
awakened to the fact that this 
world around me is hell-bound. 
Here in the heart of this greatest 
of all industrial cities of South 
America, under the shadow of hun­
dreds of sky-scrapers, walk the dy­
ing-dying physically from lack of 
proper food, clothing and medical 
care; dying mentally and morally in 
vicious habits of sin; dying spir­
itually because they were born that 
way and the regenerating Gospel 
has never reached their ears or 
souls. 

Near one of the large overhang­
ing viaducts or bridges that cross 
the eight-lane avenue is a small 
park. On two sides of it they are 
now tearing up the streets, and so, 
while this area is closed off from 
traffic, they are allowing parking. 
I usually park in this area as there 
always seems to be room here and 
the price is less than half of that 
of a regular parking lot. In fact, I've 
gotten to know the colored Brazil­
ian fenow who takes charge of the 
place quite well, having given him 
many Gospel tracts. This little 
darky's brother-in-law has become 
a believer, so there is a family in­
fluence at work. But though he 
himself now listens to Gospel pro­
grams on the radio, he hasn't as yet 
looked up an evangelical church. 
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My parking lot friend is an honest 
little fellow, though as yet not a 
Christian. 

Today, walking back to my car 
from the post office, I passed four 
young teenage girls walking 
through the park. They were snif­
fing something in their handker­
chiefs. One was sniffing a bottle. 
As I passed close to them the smell 
hit me. It smelled something like 
benzine or some other very strong 
odor. One of the girls looked up at 
me and laughed as she saw me 
pause a little and stare, trying to 
determine in my mind what these 
girls were sniffing. She said: "Ele 
gosta d cheirar nosso perfume." (He 
likes to smell our perfume.) 
To this I replied, "What you call 
perfume is very dangerous and 
harmful for you." They laughed and 
one half-dizzily responded, "Nao, 
nao, faz mal nenhuma." (No, no, it 

A Brazilian teenager 

doesn't hurt you at all.) 
With about this much conver­

sation I passed on, crossing the 
street to the parking area and 
called to my little darky friend. 
"Say, I said to him, "do you see 
those girls over there? Do you know 
what they are doing? And look, do 
you see that they are now being 
joined by several boys and they're 
all sniffing handkerchiefs stuffed 
up to their noses?" My friend re­
plied, "Look here, senhor, they're 
a bad and dangerous lot." "Look," 
I replied, "if I left you some tracts 
would you have an opportunity to 
give one to some of them when they 
pass by here?" The darky replied, 
"Who, me? Give those kids some­
thing? Not me, I don't want nothin' 
to do with them kind. I don't get 
mixed up with the likes of that 
crowd. They've all gone to the dev­
il and no one can help." And so 
our conversation went, as we 
watched the gang across the street 
and about a quarter of a block 
away. 

He told me how just the other 
day they had lured a young fel­
low back among some nearby build­
ings and beaten him up, robbed him 
and left him half dead. He said none 
of the gang seemed to be over 16 
or 17 years of age and most of 
them made their money by house­
breaking, prostitution and thievery. 
I noticed that his own teenage 
daughter had just brought him 
lunch, and that as she was pre­
paring to go home he gave her 
clear instructions on how to avoid 
getting near that gang and to get 
on the bus and go straight home. 
Finally as we were parting he said 
to me, "Well, if it's a young person 
that is being tempted toward such 
things I give them my advice and 
would also give them some of your 
tracts, but those kids over there, 
they're hopelessly ruined, lost, 
sold to the devil, and I don't want 
nothin' t'do wit that bunch." 

In a way he was right. He works 
pretty much alone down there in 
the heart of this big city, and has 
the responsibility all day for many 
cars parked around the area and 
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left to his care. Of course, he can­
not expose himse lf to contact with 
such a gang. It would be dangerous. 
On the other hand, does it not sad­
den t he heart to see teenagers seek­
ing kicks out of t hings which t he 
devil uses to "hook" them and de­
stroy them in a few short years? 
Perhaps some day, some how, the 
Gospel, which alone can liberate 
such lives, wi ll be brought in the 
power of the Holy Spi rit to un­
shackle them. How thankful each 
one who reads these lines ought 
to be fo r the blessings with which 
he was born and the countless bless­
ings that the Gospel has brought. 
St. Paul was profoundly thankful 
and expressed it in many ways in 
his wri ti ngs. Among other things, 
he said, " I am debtor both to the 
Greeks and to the Barbaria ns; both 
to the wise and to the unwise. [I 
owe them a debt-God has given 
me something that l owe to them.] 
So, as much as in me is, I am ready 
to preach the Gospel to you that are 
at Rome a lso" (Rom. I: 14, 15). 

C. T. Studd, member of a r ich 
English fa mily and a famous col­
lege a thelete who became in the 
previous generation an equally fa­
mous missionary to Ch ina, said, " I 
must go. If Jesus Christ be God 
and died fo r me, then no sacri fice 
can be too great for me to make for 
Him." 

Here in Brazil we are now ready 
to begin our work out in the fron­
tier area . Our desire is to evangelize 
and train youth so that they in t urn 
may catch t he vision and feel the 
burden that born-again men and 
women down through the ages have 
had. Wit! you continue to be co­
laborers in our Association mission 
effo rt? Will you help us pay your 
debt and ours to the lost he re in 
South America? Over one- half of 
the world's sou ls have never heard 
the name of Jesus, and someone has 
said, they will not hear the name 
of Jesus until Christians personalize 
God's commands as they do His 
promises. 

Let us not be at ease in Zion 
with the world around us damned. 
Rather, keep looking up and march­
ing onward for a glorious tomorrow. 
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Great -- As God Sees 

by Roger Ose 

No flags flew a t half-mast the 
day of Ingva l J . Wold's funera l. 
No heads of slate came to his bur­
ial. No business places in Thie f Riv­
e r Falls, Minnesota, were closed 
fo r the service. 

In contrast, the small white 
church was filled with common peo· 
pie, most of them fa rmers, who 
were gathered for a service of wor­
ship. Men, women, boys and girls 
were sad as they saw their friend 
on earth for the last time. Yet they 
were happy t hat he had entered 
eterna l rest. They praised the Jiv­
ing LQrd w ith saints on earth and in 
heaven during that funeral service. 

Mr. Wold was a man whom I 
greatly admired. I remember vivid· 
Iy one day when he looked a t my 
hurt fingers in church. I was about 
six a t the time and that morning 
my fingers were pi nched in the 
door of our 1936 Chevrolet. They 
were swollen and purple and I had 
tears in my eyes. I sat in the pew 
beside Mr. Wold and he looked at 
my little fingers. Then he reached 
in his pocket, pulled out a little 
brown bag, and gave a round pep­
permint candy to me. Almost twen· 
ty-five years have passed, but r 
have not forgotten the heali ng pow· 
e r of his kind look and tha t pep­
permint. 

He would sit in the second pew 
in front of the pulpit for every 
church service. Then severa l of us 
boys decided that we would like to 
sit there. He moved back a pew 
and commented that he would glad· 
ly make room for boys who chose 
t he front of the church instead of 
the back. His watchfu l eye he lped 
to keep order in that second pew 
for many years. 

The church prayer meeti ngs were 
as natural a place for him as his 
farm . I can remember he wou ld ask 
a ll of us to kneel in prayer as the 
meeting closed. When Mr. Wold 
prayed, I fe lt he was talk ing with 
his best fri end. 

He had a la rge fa mily and a small 
fa rm. But when the offering plate 
came a round, he would give sacri­
ficia lly. The crops were sometimes 
poor, but he urged us to cont inue 
our support for Augsburg College 
and Seminary, our missionaries, Lu­
theran World Action, and our local 
church budget. He was concerned 
that the Good News should be to ld 
around the world. 

My father bought a quarter of 
la nd nea r his farm. Quite often Mr. 
Wold or his children would drive 
past our fann to watch us clear­
ing away the trees and rocks. The 
first harvest on our new field was 
as great a joy to him as it was to us. 

I preached for our Sunday morn­
ing worship service shortly after I 
had started college. I wasn't used 
to being in front of a congregat ion 
and I was nervous. Mr. Wold gave 
encou ragement to me tha t day as 
he thanked fo r the sermon. His 
words were few but genuine. Sev­
e ral months a fter his funeral his 
widow shared with me her hus­
band's joy at heari ng a son of t he 
congregation preach. 

Not long before he di ed he gave 
the devotions for our worship serv­
ice. He prefaced the Scripture les­
son with these words: " I'd like to 
say a few words for my Jesus. " 
Now he is living in eternity with 
the Lord he loved in life. 

He left behind a sma ll farm and 
a mortgage, yet he left a great 
estate. His wealth can be measured 
best in terms of kindness to friends, 
encouragement, generosity, and t he 
joy he experienced as he served 
the one who said. " Follow me." 

"For the LORD sees not as man 
sees; ma n looks on the outward ap' 
pearance, but the LORD looks on 
the heart" (I Sam. 16: 7). 

Roger Ose grew up On a farm 
near Thief River Falls, Minnesota. 
He is now a student in the Depart ­
ment of Religious Educat ion at New 
York University. 
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EDITORIALS 

RESTATEMENT 

The old saying that time flies has never seemed 
more true than in remembering that the merger of 
part of the Lutheran Free Church and the Ameri­
can Lutheran Church took place two years ago last 
Feb. 1. And the merger of the old American Lutheran 
Church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church and the 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church occurred on Jan. 
I , 1961. Not wanting to slight anyone, the United Lu­
theran Church, the American Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, the Suomi Synod and the Augustana Lutheran 
Church merged to form the Lutheran Church in Ameri­
ca on Jan. I , 1963. Strange, isn' t it, how t hose o lder 
na mes a re receding into history. but may we never 
(orget them. 

But what we intended to say is a long this line. 
The Lutheran Ambassador has deliberately refrained 
from dwelling on the disagreements and arguments 
prior and subsequent to the merger of Feb. I , 1962. 
We haven't kept from it en tirely, but we have looked 
toward the fut ure as much as possible. 

Ye t it seems tha t at this pOint it m ight be well 
to refresh our own minds and to inform those more 
newly acquainted what the reasons for remaining apart 
were. Before doing that, it is of interest to note that 
some who participated in the early struggles later 
left the cause and others have joined it, a lso from 
other fellowships , and have enriched the whole. 

Bear in mind that what follows refers to the 
merger of Feb. I, 1963, but may apply to any other 
named mergers where applicable. 

Some reasons for maintai ning a separate existence 
were, and a re: 

I. The desire to g ive every safeguard possible to 
the freedom of the loca l congregation, to the extent 
of not asking the congregation to "delegate" authority 
and power essentia l to carrying out the purpose of 
the Church as set fo rth in a constitut ion (see ALC 
Constitution, Art icle V) . In passing, it could also 
be stated that the Association does not concur with 
those who have testified that the polity of the LFC 
was the same as that of the new ALC, and never will 
concur. 

2. The intention to avoid centralization of church 
government in favor of a congregation-centered au-
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thority. In this connection it is interesting to read E. 
Clifford Nelson's a rticle, " Does American Lutheranism 
Need a New Form?" in Dialog, Winter, 1965, in which 
he suggests tha l any new mergers among Lutherans 
in the United States shou ld emphasize the regional 
unit of the church, g iving great power to t~em, even 
though there would be two nationa l legislative bodies 
unde r his plan. 

3. The belief tha t in the Association structure we 
may be tter guard against the inroads of neo-orthodoxy, 
liberalism and dead orthodoxy. Let care be taken 
to notice that we have not hereby made a blanket 
accusation aga inst any particular organizations. 
(Together, the congregations, pastors and seminary 
of the AFLC emphasize the necessity of personal Chris­
tian experience through awakening or conversion) . 

4. The convict ion that membership in the World 
Council of Churches is not justified doctrinally nor 
desirable. The existence of the AFLC is, in effect, 
a vote against such membership. The WCC, admitted­
ly beset by many uncertainties, does not give evidence 
that it will promote unity solely on the basis of a 
common affirmation of the faith once for all deliv­
ered to the sai nts, in other words, on the Bible. 

5. The refusa l to accept social dancing as a normal 
and natural part of the life of a Lutheran church col­
lege. This involves, too, the refusal to support such 
institut ions fina ncia lly, no provision for exemption 
being provided. In what might be called another prac­
tical concern is the suspicion that the merged church 
(or churches) will not take a public stand against 
the alcoholic beverage industry, which industry we 
consider a dangerous enemy of our national life. 

These, then, are some of the reasons for the 
existence of the Association of Free Lutheran Con­
gregations. There are those who deny that these are 
valid reasons for her existence, or even that they are 
reasons at all. And if they choose to so think, that 
is their business. 

On the other hand, it would not be fair to insist 
that all who are a pa rt of the Association are so be­
ca use of any or all of these points mentioned. (Nor 
is it safe o r correct to say that all who are a part 
of t he ALC or LCA a re so because they believed mer­
ger to be right or essential.) But Lutheran Church 
history in America justifies the Association's action, 
even, we think, for our day. 

CATHOU C. LUTHERAN MARRIAGE 

It would come as no surprise to find an increas­
ing number of Luthera n young people contemplating 
"mixed marriages" w ith Roman Catholics. This would 
result from the widespread publicity that church has 
received in the past few years, the reports that it 
is changing, and the talk about unity, also now by 
t he World Council of Churches. 

Therefore, we ought not be surprised if our youth 
begin to ask anew, "Why can't I consider marrying 
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a Catholic?" From some of the material we've read, 
young people have every right to, for the first time, 
consider such a marriage and to move toward it. But 
keep in mind tbat we said, "From some of the ma­
terial we've read. ,. 

Actually, our youtb should remember tbat to this 
day, after three sessions of the Second Va tican Coun­
cil, the only thing which has changed that would af­
fect such inter-marriage is that many Catholics do 
not look upon Protes tant Christians as q uite as mis­
guided and lost as before. Otherwise, a ll the barriers 
and irritants which have been present before remain. 

The Catholic partner would believe in praying to 
the Virgin Mary and other saints. This might include 
placing a statue of Sl. Benedict on the dashboard of 
the family car. The Lu theran partner would see no 
sense in these things. 

The Catholic partner would be required to refrain 
from eating meat on Fridays and other holy days. The 
lAltheran partner would not understand this prohibi­
tion. 

The Catholic member of the relationship wou ld, 
in addition to havi ng the children attend his church, 
seek to place them in a parochial school if at all pos­
sible. The Lutheran mate would find herself increas­
ingly estranged from her own children . 

The Luthera n member of the marriage would 
chafe under his mate's almost unquestioning obedi· 
ence to prescribed regulation of her religious life and 
to requirements he could not understand. 

The Lutheran member, if a Christ ian, would find it 
a lmost impossible to mai nta in the "family altar" to 
which he was accustomed. He would not be "i n" with 
regard to the religious usage in which the rest of the 
fami ly was tra ined. 

The Catholic partner would be bound by authority 
derived from the Scriptures and his church under the 
leadersh ip of the pope. The Luthera n partner would 

CORRECTION 

be bound only by the Scriptures and would constantly 
fr et under the other's obedience to rules for which 
she finds no real reason. 

No, the problems remain. There are still radical 
reasons why two people from such diffe rent com­
munions who are serious about their own fai ths should 
not marry, but should choose their ow n kind. 

Nothing but trouble (again, if the two are serious 
about their own fa iths), irritation and heart-rending 
loneliness await tbose who try to make a go of such 
wedlock. Especially is this so if you ca n have no part 
in the relig ious upbringing of your own children. 

And what of the barrier which will always be pres­
ent between husband and wife, pledged to each other 
until death yet unable to worsh ip the Lord Jesus 
together? We hope that you see the better course to 
take. 

IS EVOLUTION THE KEY? 

The news report, "Evolution Called Key," found on 
page 15, should cause evangelica ls who hold to a 
theistic conception of evolution (God creating through 
evolution) to stop and think. 

Lutheran theistic evolutionists would hardly hold 
the position set forth by the Rev. Harrington, that 
God's cosmic evolutionary process is leading us toward 
a goa l of "ever increasing harmony and perfection of 
relationsh ip." And yet, like it or not, they find them· 
selves with some strange and dangerous bed-fellows. 
And there are those who say that the evolutionists 
such as Mr. Harrington are the real evolutionists 
when you analyze the system to the fullest degree. 

"Conservative" theistic evolutionists had better take 
steps to disassociate themselves from statements such 
as that of Mr. Harrington, which is really the old 
adage that "day by day we are getting better and bet­
ter." That idea is a deadly one because it does away 
with the need of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

BIBLE CAMP DATES SET 

Please make the followi ng change 
in The Lutheran Ambassador 
schedule for 1965 found on page 
12 of the Dec. 29 issue. The Octo· 
ber 19, 1965, issue will be the Refor­
mation number rather than that of 
October 5. 

PLEASE NOTE! 

Also make note of the fact that 
the May 4 issue will be a Mother's 
Day number. 

"Having canceled the bond which 
stood against us with its legal de· 
mands; this he set aside. nailing it 
to the cross" (Col. 2: 14). 

Page Ten 

Effective immediately, all 
subscriptions to The Lutheran 
Ambassador should be sent to 
3110 East Medicine Lake 
Blvd., Minneapolis, Minnesota 
55427. 

The subscr ipt ion cost reo 
mains the same, $2.50 per year 
in advance. 

Please allow 3 weeks for 
delivery of your first copy 
following the placing of your 
subscription. 

The 3rd Annual Association Fam· 
ily Bible Camp will be held August 
9-15 at the Assembly Bible Camp. 
Alexandria, Minn. , site of the first 
two camps. Only one week will be 
held. 

A committee has been named to 

make preliminary plans for the 

camp. Members are Mrs. O. K. Ose, 

Francis Monseth, Rev. E. E. Tor­

now, Rev. H. C. Molstre, Rev. Julius 

Hermunslie, Robert Knutson, Kent 

Quanbeck and Rev. Ka rl Stendal. 

The Lutheran Ambassador 
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Mr, Run. 1I Ouneo" looks 01 the Bibl. 
C .. mp h. hO I buill n.,.." Lake Park, Minn , 

Here is the interesting story of 
what one member of the Associa­
tion has done. Mr. Duncan is a 
member of St. Paul's Lutheran 
Church in Fargo, N. Dak., and is 
a member Of the Board of Adminis­
tration of the AFLC. Bear in mind 
that' the article was written last 
summer. 

NEAR LAKE PARK, MINN. 

by George Grimsrud 

Russell Duncan of Fargo is a 
sower of seed in more than the 
literal sense. 

As proprietor of Russell Duncan 
and Sons Seed Co., he processes 
and promotes marketing outlets 
for seeds for f argo area farmers . 
He is an important seed producer, 
operati ng the 3,200-acre Duncan 
Farms in Cavalier County and in 
western Minnesota. 
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But as founder of the Russell 
Duncan Foundation, he sows anoth­
er kind of seed-and he finds this 
activity richly rewarding. 

His newest and most ambitious 
undertaking is the "Moments of 
Meditation Retreat," a camp located 
on Duncan's private lake about 212 
miles west of Lake Park, Minn. 

Dedicated to youth, the Fou nda­
tion was formed 20 yea rs ago for 
educational purposes. Each year the 
foundation aids young people active 
in 4-H work by providing scholar­
ships, most of them to NDSU. 

The foundation also sponsors 
"Moments of Meditation," a pro­
gram of sacred organ music pro­
duced by Ruth Fossum and heard 
over WDA Y radio at 9: 30 p.m. each 
Tuesday. 

The Moments of Meditation Re­
t reat comprises abou t JO acres of 
Duncan's J94-acre farm on the 
Becker County line. 

Ils facilities, which include six 
cabins and a combination chapel 
and dining room, will accommo­
date up to 75 campers. They are 
open free to church youth groups 
on a non-denominational basis as 
welJ as to 4-H, scouting and home­
makers groups. Information con­
cerning use of the camp may be 

obtained by writing Box 281, Fargo. 
This spring the campsite was still 

primitive woods, covered with 
gnarled, picturesque oaks. During 
the camp's rapid development, the 
trees remained undisturbed. 

Duncan supervised the construc­
tion of the seven buildings for use 
by youth groups. He is planning to 
add more cabins and improve the 
waterfront facilities. 

The winding gravel road be­
~ween the camp and U.S. Highway 
JO makes the si te eaSily accessible, 
although it is far enough away 
from the highway to be peaceful 
and secluded. There are no other 
buildings on the entire lake. 

The camp's center is the chapel­
di ning room, with a seating capa­
city of 250. It is winterized, so that 
winter activities such as skat ing 
parties can be held. The chapel is 
furnished with an organ, piano and 
an altar. 

Of the six cabins on the camp­
site, four are completely equipped 
for family living, while the other 
two are used for dormitories hous­
ing 20 persons each. 

Lakeshore development has not 
been completed. At present a dock, 
several boats and two rafts are 
avaliable, along with other recre­
ational game facilities. 

Duncan is looking for an old 
country church to move onto a 
hillside overlooking the lake . 

Duncan's desire to provide spirit· 
ual guidance to young people stems 
partly from his wide·spread travels 
abroad. He has visited 20 countries, 
many of them behind the Iron Cur· 
tain. 
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In 1963 he was a member of the 
Minnesota Agricultural Leaders 
Goodwill People-to-People delega­
tion that toured five European 
countries and the Soviet Union. 

Observing Russian youth, he com­
mented, " Young people are just 
numbers. There is no chance for 
them to act as individuals." 

He said that the Russian youth, 
having been indoct rinated through­
out their lives, are convinced that 
Communism will someday contro l 
the world . 

He told of their efforts to con· 
vince him of th e non-existence of 
God, using material proofs. 

But Duncan was not convinced. 
Instead, he decided to plant some 
of his own seed. 

"I gave Bibles to 23 Russian 
young people, the hardest athiests 
I could find," he said. 

The results were gratifying. Dun­
can said he received letters from 
Comm unist youth who had been 
totally uninformed about Christian­
ity. They said that the Bibles had 
opened up "a whole new world" to 
them. 

Duncan made a si milar tou r of 
Latin America this spri ng, and 
again ex pressed concern with the 
youth in many of the poverty­
stricken countries. 

"The young people have no vi­
sion. They don't plan their future," 
he obse rved. 

Duncan th inks that American 
youth shou ld be given a chance to 
pursue individual talents and culti­
vate spiritual growth. 

He feels that the Moments of 
Meditation Retreat provides a 
place for young people to relax and 
reflect in a quiet, peaceful setting. 

Duncan is active in other reli­
gious affairs. He is a member of 
St. Pa ul's Free Lutheran Church, 
the Gideon Society and the Fargo 
Union Mission. 

He is also on the Board of Direc­
tors of Radi o Station KFNW. The 
station, sponsored by Northwestern 
College in Minneapolis, is part of 
the Mid-A merica Inspirational Net­
work, ai med at providing Christian 
ministry via radio. 
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Born near Calvin, N. Oak., in 
Cavalier County, Duncan moved 
with his parents to Wyndmere, N. 
Dak. He returned to the Calvin area 
in 1930 to start farming on his 
own and was married in 1934 . He 
came to Fargo in September 195 1, 
and established a small seed clean­
ing plant which he later expanded 
into the present seed firm. 

He is a candidate for the House 
of Representatives from the 9th 
District in Cass County. 

He resides at 1534 3rd St. N., 
Fargo. He has three children: David, 
an instructor at Iowa State Col­
lege, Cedar Falls, Iowa; Marvin, 
who is operating the family farm 
near Calvin; and Mari lyn, Mrs. Dar­
rel Mce, of Grafton, N. Dak. 

-The Fargo Forum 
August 23, 1964 

o DARKEST WOE 

o darkest woe! Ye tears forth flow! 
Has earth so sad a wonder, 
That the Father's only Son 
Now lies buried yonder! 

o sinful man, it was the ban 
Of death on thee that brought Him 
Down to suffer for thy sins, 
And such woe hath wrought Him. 

Behold thy Lord, the Lamb of God, 
Blood-spr inkled lies before thee, 
Pouring out His life that He 
May to life restore thee. 

o ground of faith, laid low in death! 
Sweet /ips now silent sleeping! 
Surely all that live must mourn 
Here with bitter weeping. 

Yea, blest is he whose heart shall be 
Fixed here. and apprehendeth 
Wh y the Lord of glory thus 
To the grave descendeth . 

o Jesus blest! My help and rest! 
With tears f pray-Lord, hear me; 
Make me love Thee to the lost, 
In the grave be near me! 

Johann Rist 
(from The Concordia Hymnal) 

ATTENTION, PLEASE! 

The transfer of our subscrip­
t ion depa rtment from Grafton, 
N. Oak., to Minneapolis, Minn., 
has resulted in some delay in 
processing new su bscriptions. 
Please be patient. If your sub­
scription has not begun as 
early as you wou ld have liked, 
please ask for the issue (s) 
you missed. 

If you are a member of an 
Ass 0 c ia t ion congregation, 
please do not renew your sub­
scription separately. Send it 
through your congregation 
group. This avoids so much 
trouble for our office. 

All communications intended 
for the editor should be sent 
directly to the editor at Ros­
lyn, S. Dak. If they are sent 
some place else first they wi ll 
have to be forwarded to him 
there. Subscription communi­
cations are properly sent to 
3110 E. Medicine Lake Blvd., 
Minneapolis. If they are sent 
to the editor, he will have to 
forward them to Minneapolis. 

If anyone shou ld des ire en­
velopes which can be used in 
ga thering subscriptions, please 
write to our Minneapolis office 
and request the number you 
ca n use. 

Thank you. 
The Ed itor 

"And taking the twelve, he said 
to them, 'Behold, we are going up 
to Jerusalem, and everything that is 
written of the Son of man by the 
prophets will be accomplished . For 
he will be delivered to the Genti les, 
and will be mocked and shamefully 
trea ted and spit upon; they will 
scou rge him and ki ll him, and on 
the third day he will rise.' But they 
understood none of these things; 
this saying was hid from them, and 
th ey did not grasp what was said" 
(Luke 18: 31-34). 
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WOMEN 
lor ehds! 

HIS CROSS AND 
OUR CROSSROADS 

When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of Glory died. 
My r ichest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 

Christ' s infinite Lent began "when 
the foundations of the world were 
la id" and when " the morning stars 
sang together." At the beginning 
of t ime, the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit laid the plans for the universe 
and for humanity. In those plans 
there loomed a problem which only 
a perfect sacrifice and a cross could 
overcome. In eternity's morning. 
Jesus our Lord, sharing the glories 
of heaven, actually chose to die­
to come to a sin -cursed earth and 
d ie on the cross for your sin and 
my sin. Even though divine, He 
chose to be born as a man and live 
a life of selflessness. sacrifice, heart­
rending spiritual concern for people, 
and then to face the c ross. With 
the total sin-guilt of the world on 
His shoulders, He suffered until 
great d rops of blood emitted from 
His body. Even worse, He had to 
experience the awful interval of be­
ing fo rsaken by God, but in that 
moment atonement was made for 
a lost human race! But the cross 
could not hold Him , and He arose 
triumphantly over death and sin. 
He arose that we, too, who believe 
on Him might some day rise unto 
eternal life. May this great truth 
grip our hearts and revive the glow 

February 23,1965 

of appreciation and gratitude to 
God·. May a lso those who do not 
really know Him as their Savior, 
or those who have ceased to walk 
with Him, turn again and seek par­
don, peace and life eternal. 

In humble gratitude you and I 
also need to come to the c ross. It 
w ill mean a parting of the ways­
from self~love, the old life, and the 
old habits, but also a parting of the 
burden of unforgiven sin. How 
much better to choose the cross and 
its Christ and live a new life for 
Him. But what of the cost? Jesus 
did not hesitate to pay t he price 
of redemption for a s in-cursed peo­
ple on an agonizing cross. What 
about us? This daily dying to self 
with its love of ease, comfort, 
flattery , and prestige is not easy; 
in fact, it is "killing." But God has 
also given us the source of power 
and strength to overcome if we 
really are willing. 

Think of the demonstration of 
this selflessness and dedication to 
God in the life of Elisabeth Elliot, 
widow of one of the five slain mis­
sionaries in South America! In he r 
the world today has seen a follow­
er of Christ in action. With a for­
giving spirit and deep love of Jesus 
in her heart, Mrs. Elliot, together 
with her little daughter, returned 
to the vicious Indian t ribe t hat had 
speared her husband. She lived in 
a mud hut, ate fried monkeys with 
the Auca Indians, s lept in a rai n­
soaked hammock, and told these 
people about Jesus and His death on 

the cross fo r their si ns. The Auca 
Indians listened while God protect­
ed these missiona ries. Until now, 
the philosophy of these Aucas had 
been "ki ll before they kill you." In 
time, through the work of the Holy 
Spi rit , many of these pri mitive peo­
ple came to see themselves as si n­
ners and accepted Jesus as their 
only hope of sa lvation. The power 
of the Gospel transformed their 
lives from bitter fear to happiness 
and fo rgiveness in the Lord. For 
Mrs. Elliot, t he joy of seeing the 
people for whom her husband had 
prayed being won for Christ far 
outweighed the d iscomforts of eat­
ing fri ed monkeys and sleeping in 
a rain-soaked hammock. The deep 
joy of the soul comes from dOing 
God's will, not in pampering our 
flesh ly desires. 

"And the world passeth away and 
the lust thereof: but he that doeth 
the will of God abideth fore ver." 
Our Savior did not d ie on the 
cross that we might dodge the 
cross, but that we might d ie with 
Him there. The marks of the cross 
mean death to our own plans and 
purposes, death to our own right 
to our lives, that Jesus might have 
His way with us and ours. It is 
relative ly easy to give up things 
that a re wrong. The really hard 
thing to do is to give up our rights 
to secur ity, comfort, and many 
other things Christians take for 
granted. When we give our lives 
to Christ, we actually have no more 
" rights" except to do His will. In 
this day of apostasy, the world 
needs to see a real difference be­
tween Jiving Christ ianity and dead 
churchianity, so they will not be 
confused. Living Christianity means 
a life of great blessing and inner 
joy, watching God do the impos­
sible. Mrs. Elliot had no comforts 
or security in Auca country, but she 
had the only real security found 
on earth-that of giving her life 
into the hands of Christ. Thus it 
is His life and transforming power 
that we want to make known to 
others. To be sure , there will be 
Red Sea experiences, but the Lord 
will make a way across on dry 
ground. Overcoming power is avail-
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able to those who will but draw 
from His wells of sustaining grace. 

"For unto you it is given in the 
behalf of Christ, not only to be­
lieve on him, but also to suffer for 
his sake" (Phil. 1: 29). Yes, the 
cross of Calvary cost our Lord 
everything. How could He love us 
so? Should not we in love and 
gratitude as Christians gladly be· 
come "bond servants" of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, not to do our own 
will but His will? 

Were the whole realm of nature 
mine, 

That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

- Isaac Watts 

- Mrs. Jay Erickson 
Radcl iffe, Iowa 

EDITOR'S NOTE 

We are giving serious con­
sideration to printing a larger, 
more beautiful Christmas issue 
of The Lutheran Ambassador 
next Christmas. 

A determining factor will 
be whether we can get enough 
original compositions- both 
prose and poetry-on the sub­
ject of Christmas from our 
readers to make it worthwhile. 

Personally, we think there 
are enough talented writers 
among our readers to provide 
sufficient material to fill an ex­
panded Christmas Ambassador. 

If you can contribute some· 
thing-something that you 
have written, or will write­
please send it to me by Nov. 
I , at the vary latest (sooner, 
if you can). Then we'll deter­
mine whether or not we can go 
ahead with plans for a special 
Christmas number, 1965. 

Don't hide your light under 
a bushel basket. Let others 
benefit from it, too. 

-The Ed itor 
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TO THE EDITOR 
In my article in the Jan. 26 

issue of this magazine (The Tradi­
tional Idea of Creation), I men­
tioned that the sun and moon were 
not created until in verse 16 of 
chapter one of the book of Genesis. 
Yet we read, "and the evening and 
the morning were the fir st day" 
and so on the "second day" and 
again the "third day." 

This suggests to me that the 
nebulous masses (verses two and 
three) were in orbit and rotating 
even before the sun and moon 
were created, hence we read of the 
first day and the second day and 
so on. 

Also, those who are experiment­
ing with the carbon 14 testing meth­
od for dates find it almost 
impossible to find anything organic 
upon which to test carbon 14 that 
goes back beyond the flood. As the 
Bible says, the world that then was, 
"perished" (II Pet. 3: 6) . 

In the book, The Genesis Flood, 
the Nobel prize winner who dis­
covered the carbon 14 test method, 
Dr. Walter Libby, is quoted at some 
length. The norma l rate of human 
population explosion from the flood 
to date gives us something over 3 
billion people on the earth at the 
present time. If there were people 
on the earth 20,000 or 30,000 years 
ago, as some people insist, there 
would not be standing room on the 
earth now. "Abraham believed God 
and it was accounted unto him for 
righteousness." 

Also in the excellent book, The 
Genesis Flood, one scientist is say­
ing, "Pilings driven into the ground 
for foundations for buildings, and 
are not too many hundred years 
old, have turned into coal by the 
force of sheer weight." This was 
discovered in Europe, so you see 
it did not take 40,000 years to pro­
duce anthracite coal. 

I have read the articles written by 
our seminary teacher, Dr. Uuras 
Saarnivaara, in Morning Glory and 
also in the Ambassador of Jan. 26. 
1 marvel at his cou rage and clear 
view of the situation the Church 
of today is in. I am thankful to God 
who sent us the man we need for 
the occasion. He is the right man 
for the position he is in, the teacher 
of our seminary and a leader of our 
Association. Clearsighted in his 
view of personal salvation, he is 
given the duty to use the pointed 
and appropriate expression for the 
object in mind. 

Accord ing to the stand that we 
have taken as an Association of Lu­
theran Free Congregations, we have 
great responsibility, not only for 
our own group, but for churches, 
individuals, and church leaders 
everywhere. when we see them 
going astray. The responsi bility has 
been laid bare and open to us 
through his articles in different pub­
lic papers. 

There is no doubt that the Chris­
tian people will very much appre­
ciate, read and approve these 
articles in the columns of the Am­
bassador. 

Rev. Knut Gjesfjeld 
Thief River Falls, Minn. 

Would you please send me the 
following information? Are there 
congregations or groups of the As­
sociation of Free Lutheran Church­
es in Cedar Falls, Iowa, or in 
Waterloo. Iowa, or any rural con­
gregation close by? 

Would it be possible to have your 
congregations and their locations 
listed in your next Annual Report? 
If we take a trip or have friends 
and relatives move, it would be 
good to know where they are lo­
cated. 

Name withheld 
Sidney, Mont. 

(We agree that it would be good 
to have such a list. But we must 
trust that the Board of Adminis­
tration will make such a list avail-

R. W. Linder able just as soon as it is wise and 
Fargo, N. Oak. possible to do so.-Ed.) 

The Lutheran Ambassador 



CHURCH-WORLD NEWS 
GLEANINGS FROM AN 

EDITOR'S READING 

Since then I have Jived to see 
state after state extirpate its 
wolves. I have watched the face of 
many a newly wolfless mountain, 
and seen the south-facing slopes 
wrinkle with a maze of new deer 
trails. I have seen every edible bush 
and seedling browsed, first losick­
iiness, and then to death~ I have 
seen every edtble tree defoliated to 
the height of a saddlehorn. Such a 
mountain looks as if someone had 
given God a new pruning shears. 
and forbidden Him all other exer­
cise. In the end the starved bones 
of the hoped-for deer herd, dead of 
its own too-much, bleach with the 
bones of the dead sage, or molder 
under the high-lined, juniper.-Aldo 
Leopold in Sou.th Dakota Conserva­
tion Digest. January-February, 
1965. 

When this mobility is combined 
with the increasing urbanization, it 
has far-reaching implications for the 
parish ministry. First, it means that 
ministers must recognize that 
the more or less traditional 
congregational parish-community 
idea inherited from Europe in 
an earlier century exists hardly 
at all. It has been said that 'people 
no longer live where they live.' 
By this is meant that major areas 
of life have been separated from 
the local community where one has 
residence. The daily decisions are 
reached away from home in the 
context of the great power struc· 
tures of modern society: govern­
ment, business, education, and reli­
gion. Consequently, our anxiet ies 
take shape and our energies are 
disbursed away from home, and the 
church tends then to become a ref­
uge or re treat from the world, and 
the mini stry becomes group coun­
selling from the pu lpit. Even the 
relatively stable communities of 
America's broadly rural Midwest 
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are experiencing the erosions of this 
kind of modem ity.-E. Clifford Nel­
son in Lutheran World, Oct., 1964. 

In what we cali Christendom, 
I think soul winning is more com· 
plicated and delicately diffi cult to­
day than perhaps in any generation 
heretofore. Certain developments 
have now beset us. I mention four 
in particular. 

First. there is the changed at­
titude toward the Bible which no 
longer regards it as a divi nely in­
spired court of appeal. 

Secondly, there is an appalling 
increased ignorance of the Bible 
which gives added difficulty in im· 
parting its truths to the uncon· 
verted. 

Thirdly, we are harrassed by the 
misleading natu re of much that goes 
by the name of Christianity but 
rea lly is a perversion of the Chris­
tian message. 

Fourthly, we are living in times 
of many distractions that have nev­
er been experienced before; on the 
one hand, multiplied worldly gaiety, 
and on the other hand, unprece­
dented gravity.-J. Sidlow Baxter in 
Moody Monthly, February, 1965. 

Let us by a ll means welcome in­
to our churches people of whatever 
color. But let us not do this as 
blind men, but as Christians who 
now see that God, in making us 
black or white or yellow or brown, 
fashioned man in His own image, 
and that all men, therefore, are en­
ti tled to share the benefits and 
opportunities-yes, and the respon­
sibilities-of their God-given equal­
ity.-Roger Winship Stuart in 
Christian Herald, February, 1965. 

CHURCH UNITY ADVANCED 
BY COOPERATION IN NLC 

The National Lutheran Council 
has served for nearly a half cen­
tury as the cooperative agency of 
American Lutheranism in matters 
of common interest and responsi-

bility. Its 47th and possibly penul· 
t imate annual meeting is being held 
in Hollywood, Calif. , February 8-
10. 

Throughout its history, the NLC 
has been prominently identified 
with Lutheran union and unity de­
velopments and has played a major 
role in bringing about closer rela­
tions between the several branches 
of the Lutheran Church in the 
United States. 

Cooperation in the Council since 
1918 led in recent years to organic 
unions that have reduced its mem­
bership from eight to two partici· 
pating bodies-the 2,545,OOO-mem­
ber American Lutheran Church, 
established in 1960, and the 
3,277,OOO·member Lutheran Church 
in America, organized in 1962. Both 
are the product of four·church mer­
gers. 

Now in the process of forma tion, 
as successor to the NLC, is a new 
and broader association that would 
put most of the nation's 8,600,000 
Lutherans under one cooperative 
banner without actual merger. To 
be known as the "Lutheran Council 
in the United States of America," 
the agency would pursue a joint 
program of theological study and 
Christian service. 

Involved in the proposal are the 
ALe and LCA, the 2,684,000-mem­
ber Lutheran Church·Missouri Syn­
od and the 20.000-member Synod 
of Evangelical Lutheran Churches. 

A constitution for the new agen­
cy was approved by the ALC last 
October and will be acted on by the 
Missouri Synod in June and the 
SELC in August of this year, and 
by the LCA in June of 1966. If ap­
proved, it would begin to function 
Jan. 1, 1967. 

Cooperation in the Commission 
for Soldiers' and Sailors' Welfare 
during World War I convinced 
many Lutheran churchmen that 
their various church bodies could 
work together and that large re-
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sponsibilities-too great for any 
single group to undertake alone­
could easily be borne by a common 
cooperative agency. After two ex­
ploratory meetings, the National 
Lutheran Council was organized in 
Chicago on Sept. 6, 1918. 

EVOLUTION CALLED KEY 

Man's salvation depends on 
whether he is willing to co-operate 
with the living God of evolution, 
according to one of the most prom­
inent spokesmen for liberal religion 
in the United States. 

The Rev. Donald S. Harrington 
said God's cosmic evolutionary 
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"Even as the Son of man came 
not to be served but to serve, and 
to give his life as a ransom for 
many" (Matt. 20: 28) . 

"That is, God was in Christ rec­
onciling the world to himself, not 
counting their t respasses against 
them, and entrusting to us the mes­
sage of reconciliation" (II Cor. 
5: 19). 
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process is leading us toward a goal 
of "ever increasing harmony and 
perfection of relationship." 

Mr. Harrington, minister of the 
Community Church of New York 
City, shared his thoughts at a con­
vocation in Chicago which launched 
a new experimental center for the­
ology and the sciences at Meadville 
Theological School, Unitarian Uni­
versalist-oriented graduate school 
at the University of Chicago. 

He called upon liberals of all de­
nominations to formulate a "new 
faith" with the best insights of both 
science and religion. 

" I suspect that the principle of 
evolutiop may provide the key to 
the long sought new synthesis," he 
said, noting that great strides in 
this direction were made by the late 
Roman Catholic priest-paleontolo­
gist, Father Pierre Teilhard de Char­
din. 

The French Jesuit scholar, he ex­
plained, "suggests that the princi­
ple of evolution is not just one of 
the great universals, but the great 
universal, the key that unlocks the 
meaning of the universal powers." 

- Summary by Willmar 
Thorkelson 
Minneapolis Star 
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The 1964 Annual Report 

is now available. 

This valuable document contains the following 
information concerning the work of the Association of 
Free Lutheran Congregations: 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
DIRECTORY OF PASTORS 

OFFICIAL BOARDS. COMMITTEES AND CORPORATIONS 

Send $1.00 per copy to AFLC, % Robert Bursheim, 
3110 E. Medicine Lake Boulevard, Minneapolis, Minn. 
55427. 

Members of AFLC congregations should inquire of the 
pastor whether he has ordered a supply for that church. 

First come, first served. while the supply lasts, 

The Lutheran Ambassador 
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