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GOD'S STANDARD LIFTED UP 

Chapter 59 of Isaiah holds some 
terrific promises for our day and 
age! This chapter BEGINS with 
the Lord and ENDS with the Lord! 
(This is the place for us to begin 
and end, right?) Sad to say, too 
many of us begin our days with Him 
but end them depending on our
selves. Is it any wonder that there 
is so much confusion and lack of 
strength evident in the Christian 
life today! 

Look at verses one and two: 
"Behold, the Lord's hand is not 
shortened, that it cannot save; 
neither his ear heavy, that it can
not hear: but your iniquities have 
separated between you and your 
God, and your sins have hid his face 
from you, that he will not hear." 

Where does the weakness of the 
Christian lie? Not in the fact that 
God has been defeated and reduced 
in His power. No, it's just that 
man (in his puny mind and abil
ities) has sought to put God into 
man's mold! We need to hear the 
voice of Scripture cry out: "The 
Lord's hand is not shortened, that it 
cannot save.. Rather than 
equating God with puny man, let us 
acknowledge our sins and our weak
nesses, and rally behind the "stand· 
ard of the Lord" (v. 19b) which He 
shall raise up "when the enemy 
shall come in like a flood." 

The enemies of God's kingdom 
are too numerous to tabulate. A 
person would need to catalog all 
the sinners and all their sins to 
make an accurate list. But there 

AccordiNg to tlte Word 
are enemies which are so evident 
that we can even detect them in 
ourselves: worldliness, materialism, 
cares of this life, fashions, pleasure
seeking, social-life diversions, po· 
Iitical sins, and party spirit, etc. 
Truly, the kingdom of this world is 
at war against the kingdom of 
light! 

The opposition is also shown in 
the indifference that is expressed 
toward the cause of the kingdom of 
God! Isaiah foresaw the violent and 
active opposition that exists today. 
It seems so strange to me that there 
can be such violent opposition to 
the wonderful kingdom which God 
has provided for all who will accept 
His gifts! Surely this speaks of a 
personal demon (Satan). 

Recognizing the enemy as Satan 
is, of course, the first and most im
portant step, but to stop there 
would spell sure defeat. What is 
needed is to see the promise of 
God's Word: "When the enemy 
shaH come in like a flood, the Spirit 
of the Lord shaH lift up a standard 
against him." 

First then, the Redeemer was to 
appear: He would be clothed ready 
for battle. As Paul said to the 
Ephesians, we are to be wearing the 
breastplate of righteousness, so the 
Redeemer would put on righteous
ness as a breastplate. He would put 
a helmet of salvation upon His 
head. He would clothe Himself with 
zeal as a cloak. He would come to 
Zion, to His church (for Zion was a 
type of the New Testament 
Church) . Then would His people 

"lift up their heads," It means ev· 
erything to us that Christ is the 
Captain of our salvation. Only He 
can lead on till every foe is van
quished, because He has already 
won the victory on His cross. 

After recognizing Satan as our 
enemy and calling upon our Cham· 
pion, the Lord of t he Church, then 
the Holy Spirit goes to work, "The 
spirit of the Lord shall lift up a 
standard." When God's people are 
weak and helpless, and have no 
standard to rally behind, then God 
will give a banner to them that fear 
Him. This has been the rallying 
point of the Church throughout 
history. When the enemy came in 
like a flood-when worldliness and 
indifference, and active OPPOSition 
have worked their way- then the 
Holy Spirit has lifted up a standard 
for the people of God. This paves 
the way for revivals- and this is 
what the people of God are praying 
for today! 

The Holy Spirit lifts up a stand
ard against evil in raising up men 
who will earnestly and faithfully 
preach the Gospel- for souls-and 
not for personal gain or personal 
prestige. Then the Holy Spirit 
blesses and prospers the Word, 
since it is the Word that saves and 
the Word that keeps! 

The Holy Spirit lifts up a stand· 
ard against evil in the godly exam· 
pie of Christians. When they begin 
to live right lives, deal justly, are 
zealo us of good works, and love is 
shown for their followmen-the im· 
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Is the Bible Reliable Scientifically? 

Pastor Gerald F. Mundfrom 
Pukwana, S. Dak. 

H OW often we hear it said 
today that the Bible's first 

purpose it to acquaint us with 
Christ and to point us to the way 
of salvation that He has prepared 
for us. 

This is true. But then there are 
those who would conclude that be
cause the Bible's main purpose is 
to point us to Christ that whatever 
the Bible has to say scientifically, 
historically, or in any other field, is 
unreliable. 1 

If the Bible is the Word of God 
and written by God 2 as many be
lieve, isn't it conceivable that God 
who created this world all the way 
from the atom to the highest moun
tain and every Jiving thing in it, 
would also know something aJ~out 
science? Even though science is not 
what God is primarily interested in 
teaching us, this is not ground 
enough for us to conclude that what 
God says about science is unre
liable! 

Some of those who argue that the 
Bible is scientifically unreliable 
have reasoned as follows: they re
mind us that at one t ime everyone 
thought the world to be flat instead 
of round. These people believed this 
so strongly that they put little 
faith in the theory that the world 
was round when this was first pro
claimed. They even quoted (or 
mis-quoted) Bible verses to prove 
that the world was flat. 

Now some would reason that this 
incident he lps to prove how unreli
able the Bible is in giving us any 
kind of scientific data. But the 
truth is that the Bible was never 
wrong in the first place. It was only 
that man misunderstood the Bible. 
God meant what He said in the 
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Scriptures al1 along. It was after 
the earth was proven round that 
man discovered that God was say
ing something else (other than that 
the earth is flat) and had been say
ing something else in these verses 
all along. 

When man discovered that the 
world was round, this did not cause 
several verses in the Bible to be 
without meaning. Neither did it 
prove that the Bible lied. It did, 
however, help man to get closer 
to the real truth that God had in
tended these verses to reveal in 
the first place. 

We may feel that man was rather 
narrow-minded then be c a use 
he had no faith in the theory 
that the world was round. Maybe 
he was narrow-minded. But this 
much can be said for man in 
those days: he wasn't ready to be
lieve a theory as long as it was 
only a theory. When the world was 
definitely proven to be round, man 
had no trouble in believing it to 
be so. He believed the world to be 
round now in spite of what he 
had read into the Bible before this 
was proven. Neither did the dis
covering of the world to be round 
discredit the Bible or cause man to 
disbelieve the Bi ble to be God's 
Word. 

How different it is in our day. 
Theori es on evolution and the like 
have been made over so much that 
they are finally taught as fact and 
truth even though they have never 
been proven. They are taught as 
truth and fact even when they def
initely oppose Scripture. We are 
even told that these unproven 
theories are more reliable than 
Scripture. 

We can depend on Scripture to 
be true also scientifically. We can 
believe Scripture to be true scien
tifically because it has never been 

proved otherwise. We can also be 
sure it never wil! be. 

lt could be possible that man may 
still misinterpret Scripture, or not 
see the whole truth. But let us re
member and not forget that God is 
greater than man and greater than 
the scientists of our day. 

We still have to accept much of 
the Bible on fa ith. Our little minds 
are no match for God's mind. "For 
my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, 
saith the Lord. For as the heavens 
are higher than the earth, so are 
my ways higher than your ways, 
and my thoughts than your 
thoughts" (Isa. 55: 8, 9) . 

If we are not capable of rea
soning through and comprehending 
the world to be round, we will have 
to believe it to be fla t. It is flat as 
far as we can see. Our United 
States is more flat than round. The 
world is flat to us until our mind 
stretches itself to grasp its entirety. 
Only then does it become round to 
u,. 

So with Scripture. We must pic
ture it with the light and under
standing we have. We do not have 
understanding enough to grasp or 
understand it alL Faith in God and 
faith that the Bible is true must 
carry us the rest of the way. 

Because we cannot understand 
completely is no reason to doubt or 
conclude that the Bible is in error. 
Let us recognize that within the 
Bible there is a wisdom and also 
scientific facts and conclusions that 
are far in advance of anything the 
scientists have discovered today. To 
contradict God's Bible. or to theo· 
rize on something contrary to 
Scripture is to go off on a tangent 
indeed. 

It is altogether probable that as 
more light is discovered in the areas 
which the Bible has already pro-

Page Three 



claimed as truth, the light or 
unde rstanding that we think we 
now have in some of these matters 
may have to be adjusted to fall in 
line with what science has just dis· 
covered. Our present understanding 
will also have to fall in line with 
what the Bible really has been say· 
ing about these matters a ll along. 

Neither does the Bible tell us all 
there is to say about science. God 
has left most of t he details for man 
to discover. And little by little man 
throughout 
covering 
which God 

the ages has been dis· 
these things-things 
knew all the time and 

has been referring to in Hi s Word, 
the Bible. This kind of discovering 
on the part of man is what we ca ll 
science. 

Some things in the Bible are still 
very puzzl ing to man. Man, as yet. 
does not have enough scienti fic 
knowledge to understand t hese 
thi ngs. Because we can't under· 
stand them, or because they puzzle 
us, is no reason for discrediting 
Scripture or concluding that the 
Bible is a confusing book which 
makes no sense. Various ages and 
discoveries made in those ages have 
not only opened up advantages for 
man in a scientific way, but these 
discoveries have a lso thrown new 
light fo r man on some of the more 
perplexing Bible passages. Never· 
t heless. the fuB tru th of these pas· 
sages was in the mind of God and 
in the \3ible all along. God knew 
these things from the time of crea· 
tion and even before the time of 
c reation. God put these truths in 
the Bible so that man. at the right 
time, would discover them and bc~· 
ent t hereby, 

It was Pau l who said, "For now 
we see l"rougll a glass darldy: but 
then face to face: now I Imow in 
part: but then shall I Imow even 
as also I am Imown" (I Cor. 13: 12). 
In other words, Pau l had to ndmit 
t ha t 11e cou ld not fully understand 
all that God is saying. It cou ld well 
be that even those whom God 
inspired to write could not fully 
understand or fu lly comprehend or 
fu lly realize the full implication of 
that which God inspired them to 
write. I am surc that in some cases. 
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at least, t his was so. 
But some day the Christian will 

fully understand, comprehend and 
realize. He will get more and more 
light to understand Scripture as he 
applies himself to Bible study and 
God 's leading. A better understand
ing of wh at science has actua lly 
discovered can also be of help. 
There is no disagreement between 
what science has actually discov
ered nnd the Scriptures when right
ly and fully understood. 

When the Christia n reaches eter
nity he will no longer need fa ith 
and wil! be able to clearly see and 
understand all the deep mysteries of 
God. His understandin g at that 
time will far exceed the greatest 
scientists of all ages. 

The Bible students and the sci· 
entists can be compared to the end 
of a pitchfork, each .group repre· 
senti ng one of the t ines. (The 
historian and archeologist, as well 
as other fie lds of learning that 
relate to the Bible, could also repre· 
sent tines.) 

As each field uncovers more light 
or truth they are drawn closer to 
each other, until some day they 
will all see that they have come to 
the same conclusion and will then 
unite into one as the handle of 
the fo rk becomes one beyond the 
tines. They will also see tha t what 
God has said and proclai med 
through the ce nturies has not 
changed. God will have the last 
word as to what is truth and what 
is not truth. Some day every knee 
shall bow to Him and acknowledge 
God as God and as all·wise in all 
th ings (Isa. 45: 23. Rom. 14: I I, and 
Phil. 2: lO). This will be when we 
no longer see in part as Paul men, 
tioned in I Corinthians 13: 12. 

The evolutionist, the neo-
orthodox and libera l theologians, 
t he unbelievers. and anyone else 
who definitely opposes what Scrip
ture proclaims or who cla ims to 
be an authority greater than Scrip· 
ture will not contribute to the un· 
covering of truth in this way. They 
will be as a group or groups which 
a re going off on a tangent all t heir 
own . Their theories and work will 
come to naught. 

God doesn't change. Scripture 
doesn't change. Man's enlighten
ment and understanding of Scrip. 
t ure may increase. Nevert heless, 
what God has said and w ritten is 
the same today as it was when He 
said it and wrote it (or caused it 
to be written) many years ago. 
This Word of God will ever remain 
the same throughout all eternity. 

I TIl .... re is mu .... h 11\31 could be ~aid nb",,' 
Ille rellahilily or Ih~ hi s lory "nd other field~ 
IhM Ih~ !Jible 51X"nk~ about. but Ille pUrf)<>SC 
of lhls P"pcr Is 10 discus. III~ r .... liabllity 
of Ihe scientific dDt" found in Scripture. 

" W e know IlI nt God u.('(\ men 10 wrile 
Ihe Bible. but nc\"erlh~l<"SS He told. r~· 
veak-d or hls plrC'(l them Ii> w rit., e","",ly 
whal II .... wallted written SeriplUrc claims 
Ihis. and we cnn dnre bell .... ,·., it In Pcl. 
1 2n . 

RADCLIFFE CONGREGATION 
VOTES TO AFFILIATE 

WITH AFLC 

Salem Lutheran Congregation, 
Radcliffe, Iowa, assembled in an· 
nual meeting. Janua ry II, 1967, 
voted "yes" to a resolu tion calling 
for affiliation with the Association 
of Free Lutheran Congregations. 
While Salem has endorsed and sup· 
ported the program of the Associa· 
tion in the past, there have been no 
official ties. The congrega tion , for· 
merly a member of the Evangeli. 
ca l Lutheran Chu rCh, voted not to 
enter the American Lutheran 
Church a t t he time of the format ion 
of that body in 1960. The congrega· 
tion has been se rved by Pasto r J. G. 
Erickson since 1964. 

LUTH ERANS ALERT
NATIONAL SCHEDULES 
SECOND CONVENTION 

The second annua l convention of 
Lu therans Alert· National will be 
held J une 12-14, 1967, at Nort h· 
western College. Willow and Har· 
mon Streets, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Very reasonab le lodging will be 
avai lable at the school. 

Lutherans Alert·Nationa l is a 
free movement within the American 
Lutheran Church. Its purpose is to 
alert the people concern ing the false 
doctrines tha t are creeping into the 
Church, and maintain and promote 
historic, Biblical Christ ianit y. 

-Carr. 
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WORLD 
MISSIONS 

THE FielDS ARE W H I TE U N T 0 H A R V EST 

"HUNGER MAKES THE FOOD 
TASTE GOOD" 

by Alvin Grothe 

"And Jesus said unto them, 'I 
am the bread of life; he that com
eth to me sha ll never hunger; and 
he that believeth on me shall never 
thirst" (John 6: 35) . 

These words of Jesus have be
come much more real to me of la te. 
This began a cou ple of weeks ago 

through one of my new experiences. 
These include preaching the Gos
pel to t he people, living with them, 

eati ng with them, working with 
them, and sharing their hardsh ips, 
if in no other way than to listen. 

It was a gray day and rain was 
brewing when Pastor Abel and I 
left Campo Mourao. Stocked light ly 
with some supplies in case we had 
to camp out, we headed for Santo 
Rei, a new little frontier town some 
one hundred and forty kilometers to 
the southwest. It is a town carved 
and burned out of the timber and 
jungle and cons ists of no more than 
a dozen houses surrounded on the 
outskirts by large stu mps and 
charred logs. Because of its alti 
tude, there is a beautiful view over 
t he valley and the forests of Para 
na Pinos. 

Here we remained for several 
days, holding eva ngelistic meetings 
in t he school house in the evenings 
and working with some Brazil ian 
men during the day, hel ping to be
gin their new little chapel. The 
meetings were well attended in 
spite of the freezing tempera tures 
and several walked for some dis
tance with small children and 
dressed very lightly. It was really a 
joy to watch the room fill to capa-
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city in the dim light of a six-volt 
bulb hooked to the car battery. We 
praise God for the several that ex
pressed their desire t c receive the 
Lord and were prayed with. Many 
tracts and Gospels of John were 
given out. One man we met had 
been studying his Bible for at least 
fifteen years, but now had walked 
about fifteen miles to his first 
evangelical meeting. 

Friends, I have met people who 
would not take a car fift een blocks 
to church Sunday morning because 
it was raining. Hunger makes t he 
food taste good. Hunger gives us 
a desire for t he Word and for 
Christ, and when we have Hi m, He 
sat isfi es so completely. 

The Lord provided well for us 
and we ate most of our meals a t 
the home of a Christian fami ly who 
had just arrived in Santo Rei three 
weeks previous. Having no table 
and feeling ashamed, the mother 
improvised one out of two rough 
pine boards set on boxes. One eve
ning r was rem inded of Jesus wash
ing t he disciples' feet as the kind 
mother handed me a large pan of 
water when I came in from the 
day's work, and asked if I wouldn't 
like to wash my feet. So-right 
there in front of her modest kitch· 
en range constructed of brick with 
a cast-iron grill on top, I washed 
the grime from my feet. 

The next day, Senor Joao invi ted 
us to have "a lmoca" (noon lu nch) 
with him at his home. On his little 
farm of about five or s ix acres, he 
showed me his logs ready fo r t he 
mill and his fine bean crop that had 
been nipped by the frost . Joao is 
one of t he new Ch ristia ns in San to 
Rei and al though they have prac· 

t ieany nothing, he has marked one 
pi g for the church. They are poor 
materially, but rich in Christ Jesus. 
We ate in a tiny room about seven 
feet square with dirt floor; and as 
we ate our rice, beans and mandioca 
root, a mother hen paraded through 
the house with her fam ily of chicks. 
The windows were open and so 
were the walls with large cracks 
between the boards. It was a hum
bling experience to share a meal 
with these fine Christian people and 
give thanks together to God for 
t he food and many other blessings. 
It was Joao who said. "It's hunger 
that makes the food good, and it's 
thirst that makes us desire the 
water." 

Friends, hunger drives people to 
the Word, and thirst drives them to 
Jesus Christ , the fountain of the 
water of life. Pray that the Holy 
Spirit wi ll move thousands to this 
poi nt , a t home, here in Brazil and 
throughout t he whole world. Pray 
that people may hunger and thirst 
a rter righteousness. So many here 
al ready hungering for the bread 
of life have been given a stone. So 
many thirsting for t hat everlasting 
founta in have been offered an emp
ty cup. It is up to us to t ell them 
of the life eternal in Jesus Christ , 
that their t hirst might be quenched 
and their hu nge r satisfied. 

Tha nk you, each one , for your 
sustaining prayers and support. 
Continue to pray for the work 
here. There is much to be done. 
We pra ise God for each precious 
soul who has been brought into the 
fold of the Good Shepherd. We arc 
fi lled with joy over progress at 
home through fa ith, hard work and 
prayer. Especially, are we happy 
about t he new Bi ble school. May 
the Lord bless th is undertaking in 
a glorious way. 

Continue in the faith (Heb. 12: 
1- 3) . 

" Remember the days of old, con
sider the years of many generations; 
ask your father, and he wi ll show 
you; your elders and they will tell 
you" (Deut. 32: 7) . 
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o ~~ SCHOOL <:; NE"W"S 

TESTIMONIES FROM OUR 
BIBLE SCHOOL STUDENTS 

I came to Bible school not only 
because I wanted to, but because 
the Lord led me. 

It has been a marvelous and 
wonderful experience to fellowship 
with the other students and to 
study the Word of God. I know 
it will conti nue th roughout the 
whole year. 

I pray that I might really see the 
truths and blessings from God's 
Word and thus apply them to my 
own life, so that I can become a 
better Christian and that others 
will see Jesus Christ through me. 

In Psalm 25: 45, I pray this prayer 
as David did: "Show me thy ways, 
o Lord; teach me thy paths. Lead 
me in thy truth, and teach me: fo r 
thou art the God of my salvation; 
on thee do I wait all the day." 

Rosemary Hanson 
Portland, N. Oak. 

(Rosemary is a member of Valley 
Free Lutheran Church in Portland 
and works part time at the Pruden
tial Life Insurance Company while 
going to school.) 

The centra l reason why I went 
to Bible school was that it is God's 
will for my life. Bible school offered 
me a chance to get grounded in the 
whole Word of God and s trengthen 
my trust and faith in Him. In these 
times the knowledge and wisdom 
of the Lord are of utmost impor
tance s ince Satan seems to be work
ing overtime. 

I have really been blessed in my 
short stay here. Getting into the 
Word and rea lly studying it can 
bring a person much closer to his 
Lord and I can feel this happening 
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in my life. I just thank the Lord 
for giving me this wonderful experi. 
ence. 

Richard Anderson 
East Grand Forks, Minn. 

(Richard is a member of Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Grand Forks, 
N.Dak.) 

INTRODUCING OUR 
SEMINARY SENIORS 

"There is therefore now no con
demnation to them that are in 
Christ Jesus. For the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made 
me free from the law of sin and 
death" (Rom. 8: J, 2). 

When I graduated from the Lu
theran Bible Institute in 1959 I 
definitely fc lt that the Lord was 
calling me into fu ll-time Ch ristian 
service. With a family to support 
it is not easy to find time for col
lege and seminary training, but the 
Lord who calls us to service also 
makes it possible. 

These last three years of semi
nary training have been years of 
great challenge and blessing as the 
needs for service and the truths of 

God's Word have been opened to 
us. My wife and I are looking for· 
ward to the time when, with our 
children, Mark, Karen and David, 
we will go out to serve full time as 
ambassadors of Christ. 

Let us pray for one another that 
the Lord might daily revive us and 
renew our vision so that we will, 
as individuals and as an Associa
t ion, present ourselves as living sac
rifices to t he .Lord for the purpose 
of holding forth the Word of Life 
in our own communities and to the 
uttermost parts of the world. 

Edwin Kjos 

NEWFOLDEN PASTOR 
MARRIED ON DECEMBER 27 

Westaker Lutheran Church, New
folden, Minn., was the setting of a 
double ring ceremony, December 27, 
when Sylvia Marguerite Olson, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Oscar 
Olson, Hanley. Sask., Canada, be
came the bride of Pastor Gene 
Sundby of Newfolden. Pastor M. 
Haakenstad, Thief River Falls, 
Minn., officiated. 

Miss Sylvia Joel was organist. 
Soloist was Mrs. Stanley Holmaas. 

Attending t he bride were Miss 
Phyllis Olson, sister of the bride, as 
maid of honor, and Miss Lucille 
Overlid, friend of the bride, as 
bridesmaid. 

Flower girls were Heather, Car
ren and Michelle Sundby, daughters 
of the groom. Paul Olson, brother 
of the bride, carried the rings. 

Groomsmen were Mr. Stanley 
Holmaas and Mr. Lloyd Olson. 

Following the ceremony a recep
tion was held in the church pariors 
with Pastor Ernest Langness of Mc· 
Ville, N. Dak., as master of cere· 
monies. 

After a trip to California the 
bride and groom are making their 
home in Newfolden where the 
groom continues his ministry. 

-Corr. 

"May grace and peace be multi
plied to you in the knowledge of 
God and of Jesus our Lord" (II Pet. 
102). 

The Lutheran Ambassador 
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CHRIST MUST NOT DO 
ALL THE DYING 

Fred D_ Jarvis 

George Fox, an Indi a-born mis
sionary, is now on furlough, living 
in Santa Barbara, Ca lifornia. Today 
I reread a recent letter from him. 

He said, "I extend greetings from 
the ocean-fringed, mountain
girded, flower-filled, sun-kissed, and 
luxury-loving Santa Barbara, where 
'Every prospect pleases and only 
man is vile.' Jean and I have often 
thought that this would be a de
lightful place to live if there were 
no lost world to Will! May God ever 
put a thorn in our nest." 

Today the Holy Spirit deeply 
burned these words into my heart. 
They drove me to my knees and 
there I sobbed out a new dedication 
to God, a new determination to give 
my best to win this lost world. To 
me, George Fox's words spoke vol
umes. 

How many today are living in a 
"delightful place" and have forgot
ten that there is a lost world to 
win. How many easy-going, luxury
laden Christians there are who be
moan the indifference of men to 
Christ, but seldom think of their 
indifference to these lost men. How 
few are the consecrated, crusading 
Christians that put Christ first and 
live as trough there were a lost 
world to win! 

How many a COld-hearted, com
fort-loving Christian at home stands 
admiring his new home, car, or 
possessions without the slightest 
twinge of conscience or thought 
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of contrast between his lUXUry and 
a lost world's need! 

Where is our compassion? Where 
is our concern? Why are our henrts 
so cold and calloused? It seems as 
if the devil has duped and doped 
us until we're in a deep sleep. How 
many in th is easy-going and amuse
ment-mad age have been lured and 
lulled into a life of lethargy and 
lukewarmness. How many in the 
church today have been spewed out 
of the mouth of God, and yet think 
they are "rich, and increased with 
goods, and have need of nothi ng," 
and know not that they are 
"wretched, and miserable, and poor, 
and blind, and naked" (Rev. 3: 14-
22). Most of our modern Christians 
were born in Babylon. They know 
nothing of miracles. They have nev
er seen a heaven-born revival. 

The cross, to many fashionable 
saints, is a mere fetish. Many today 
who can explain the Saviorhood of 
Christ have never experienced the 
Lordship of Christ. The cross is no 
longer a scandal and offense. Chris
tians are no longer the scum of the 
earth. it's all right for Christ to 
have been obedient to the death of 
tlte cross, but it is not necessary 
for the modern Cltristian! 

Indeed our crossless Christianity 
is a curse. There is so much un
crucified fl esh in our best efforts. 
How much we depend on Holly
wood advertisi ng methods rather 
than upon the power of Pentecost 
as our best publicity. It will take a 
new reformation to restore the 
cross to its rightful place in our 
day. Christ must not do all tlte dy. 
ing! 

May He give us hot hearts and 
cool heads in this cri tical hour! The 
fires of revival blessing have gone 
out of the altars of many a heart. 
We know the theories of the Spirit
filled life, but not the experience. 
How many defend the Bible instead 
of proclaiming it. We must preach 
to win souls, not to win compli
ments! We need to reread the Scrip
tures and revise ou r lives accord
ing to it. We must keep in step with 
God, not with the theological trends 
and winds of doctrine. The Bible 
doesn't need to be rewritten; it 
needs to be reread. It isn't obsolete; 
it is absolute. 

What is God going to have to do 
to grip us with the sense of our per
sona! responsibility? Can we not be 
stirred by the sight of a sick civili
zation and a s lumbering church? 
Will we allow the world to be com
mu nized, but not evangelized? If the 
communists can "turn back any 
money which they make except that 
which is necessary for them to keep 
alive," if they have "not time or 
money for movies. concerts, expen
sive foods, decent homes, or new 
cars," why is it that Christians can
not reason the same way? 

Can the communists be domi
nated by a struggle for world evan
gelization? If they can be dead in 
earnest about spreading their false
hoods, cannot we be equally mo
tivated in spreading God's truth? 
We dare not condone our present, 
backslidden condition. We must cry 
to God for a sin-convicting, Holy 
Ghost revival! Fasting is for today. 

We are being ruined by our rich
es. The cares of this life have 
crowded out the cause of Christ 
and world evangelization. We're liv
ing as if there were no world to 
win, no message to proclaim, no 
Christ to present, no Holy Spirit to 
honor, no revival to come. Self
denia l and self-exami nat ion aren't 
popular, but they are the price we 
are going to have to pay. 

The stann is about to break. The 
collapse of civilization could be im
minent. Judgment is inevitable! The 
threat of total anni hilation must 
lead us to total mobilization. The 
unfinished [ask before us is no 
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greater than the unlimited power 
of God behind us. That is why we 
call upon God's spi ri tual minorities 
and God's ragged remnant to rally 
to the cause of revival. 

We who have light must link it 
to a lost world. We must hitch our 
holiness to the harvest. While ma ny 
kick up the dust , we must pray 
down the power. 

Permission granted from Day
spring magazine, Bethany Fellow
ship 

CENTRAL MINNESOTA 
DISTRICT WMF RALLY 

WAS HELD NEAR DALTON 

"Moreover, it is required in stew
ards that a man be found faith 
ful" (I Cor. 4: 2) . 

Once again a s we gathered for 
our fall rally we felt the presence 
of our Lord. The Central Minnesota 
District Women's Missionary Fed
eration meeting was held at the 
Kvam Lutheran Church of rura l 
Dalton. The theme song for the day 
was " I Surrender AI!." 

Mrs. Allen Rovang led in devo
tions. reading Mark 20: 24. Mrs. 
George liartman and Mrs. Wallace 
Young sang a duet. 

Pastor Ha rry Molstre of Dalton 
led the Bible study taken from r 
Kings 4: 38--44. Everyone who loves 
God is a steward, he said, a nd it is 
his duty to give toward God's work 
and His glory. God will provide for 
those who are concerned about 
others, he declared. 

Mrs. Hartman and Mrs. Youn g 
favored us with a song, after which 
a letter from the national president 
was read. 

An offering for My Missionary 
for a Day was received. 

A potluck dinner was served at 
noon. 

The afternoon meeting was 
opened with the hymn "0 Jesus, 
Lord, to Thee I Cry" and a prayer 
fellowship was led by Mrs. Robert 
Trochman. Mrs. Carl Jacobson led 
in devotions. 

Mrs. Dale Ackerman and Mrs. 
Duane Thompson favored us with 
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a special number in song. A letter 
from Mrs. Lawrence Dynneson of 
Nogales, Ariz., was read. 

Pastor Sidney Swenson of Fergus 
Falls, Minn., spoke from I Cor. 1: 
18-25. He listed six ways in which 
power will be granted the Chris
tian: to read, to pray, to witness, 
to know the value of souls, to glo
rify God, and to die. There is one 
thing that God cannot do and will 
not do, and that is to let His people 
down. He is faithful. 

Mrs. Ackerman and Mrs. Thomp
son sang another duet and a n of
fering to t he WMF was given. It 
amounted to $224.15. We thank the 
Lord for this gift to be used to the 
furtherance of His kingdom. 

Mrs. Ted Aasness, Secretary 

REPORT OF ANNUAL MEETING 
IN FARGO CONGREGATION 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Far
go, N. Oak. , held its Annual Busi
ness meeting Friday, Jan. 20, at 
7: 30 p. m., with almost every voting 
member present. Very encouraging 
reports were given by the congre
gation , the pastor, the Sunday 
school and all the auxiliary organi
zations within the church. 

Several new families have joined 
the congregation in the last two 
months and several more are plan-
n ing to 

The 
elected: 

in the near fu ture. 
following officers were 

Church Counc il-G. N. 
Arneson, Nels E. Flam and Nels 
Kallcstad; Secretary-Mrs. Anne 
Stenerson; Head Usher- Arne Aan
estad; other ushers-Alf Eldevik, 
Louis Anderson, Newell Kallestad. 
Neil Flam, Frank Huber and Joseph 
Solberg; Nominating Committee
Mrs. Torgerson, Mrs. Duncan and 
F. A. Braathen; Auditing Commit
tee-Mrs. Stenerson and Mrs. Louis 
Anderson; Sunday School Superin
tendent-Mrs. Ida Solberg; and as
sitant- Mrs. Anderson. 

The congregation sent greetings 
to all our missionaries and to Pas
tor Strand, our president, and also 
to the Missi on Board, thanking 
them for the use of the church and 
parsonage. 

We gave a little over $2,000 to 
benevolences this year for which we 
are all very happy. There is a fine 
optimistic spirit in the congrega
tion. We are looking forward to the 
Annual Conference June 14- 18, 
1967, to be held at Oak Grove High 
School in this city. 

The pastor is Rev. T. F. Dahle, Sr. 
- Carr. 

GALATIANS 6:1, 2 

If you can help someone 
Along life's road, 

Bear their burden, 
Help carry their load, 

That's the meaning of life, 
Isn't it? 

If you can turn someone 
To God above, 

Say God still cares 
For He is Love, 

That's the meaning of life. 
Isn't it? 

If you can tell them Christ 
Knows their every need, 

He suffered and died; 
Now for us He'll plead, 

That's the meaning of life, 
Isn't it? 

To tell someone 
Their sin is forgiven, 

In Christ is freedom, 
And the key to Heaven, 

That's the meaning of life, 
Isn't it? 

If you can tell them there's victory 
Even in sorrow, 

There's joy for today, 
Hope for tomorrow, 

That's the meaning of life, 
Isn't it? 

Oh, my precious Lord, 
I humbly bow; 

Take my life 
And use it now 

To win some soul 
From sorrow's way, 

Give them fulfillment 
Every day, 

That's the reason for life, 
Isn't it? 

Mrs. Orval Underdahl 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
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EDITORIALS 

CREDIBILITY GAP 

We read the other day that an archeologist has 
placed man's history at 19 million years. That is, ac
cordi ng to his evolutionary orientation, man became a 
distinct creature that long ago, The scientist based 
his calculations on some teeth and upper and lower 
jaw fragments which have been found in Kenya, Afri
co. 

Being neither scientist nor historian, we don't 
have all the facts at our fingertips, but Egyptian civil
ization is about 6,000 years old. The construction of 
the pyramids was started at least 3,000 years before 
the birth of Jesus. We have alt heard of the antiquity 
of Chinese civilization. Even in the Americas there 
must have been a good deal of building ski ll long be
fore the expl orers ever touched these shores. 

Civilization as we think of it, at any rate, is con
fined to a few thousand years. Here and there in the 
world evidence of other human life to antedate what 
we have spoken about has been found. The evolutionist 
\s saying, to use the one referred to above as an ex
ample, that a t a point 19 million years ago man came 
into being. A theist ic evolutionist (one who believes 
God used evolution as His means of creation) would 
say that at tha t point this evolved creature received 
the image of God. Then we are to believe, accord ing 
to him, that it took 19 million years for man to get 
to where he was some 6,000 years ago. But in the 
light of the advances man has made in six millenniums 
or so, it st rains our credibility, at least, t o figure 
out what he was doing during a period of time which 
we, frankly, cannot begin to comprehend. 

We are t hinking out loud. If man showed no more 
progress than he did during millions of years, is it 
right t o assume that he was vested with t he God-image 
all that time? Would that not lower one's estimation 
of God's power, to believe that these divinely appointed 
creatures should grope almost without progress or 
spiritual insight for millions of years, and t hen in six 
thousand years jump from crude implements to the 
space age? 

On the other hand, if it were granted that God 
placed His image on man in relatively recent times, 
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say some thousands of years ago, there would still 
be almost a mi!!ion generations of something more 
than animal but less t han man unaccounted for, if we 
are to believe the archeologist mentioned earlier. 

So there are problems, but we are glad that they 
aren't ours. We still think in t erms of t housands of 
years of human hi story, maybe more than some, but far 
less than those who think in terms of millions. And we 
hold to t he direct creation of man by the express com
mand of God. 

But let us give eredit where it is due. Evolutionists 
are correct to speak in terms of millions and billions 
of years for their processes. They need that much time 
to allow for what they believe, but it is hard t o under
stand how even they need the millions of years indi
cated to bring man from a self-realizing being to the 
space-age. 

WITH HIM ALL THE WAY 

Someone once wrote a book of Len ten sermons 
entitled With Him All the Way. That is a good title 
because in Lent we do make a pilgrimage in spi rit 
to Jerusalem and Calvary with Jesus. We go there to 
watch Him die and to ponder our own sinfulness and 
transgressions for which He was mortally wounded . 

Lent, therefore, is a time which has a great deal 
of somberness connected with it. It is the season of 
the cross and the cross is the symhol of man's wretch
edness and need. The cross reminds us that left to 
his own devices man faces hell, but through belief in 
the vicarious s<!crifice of Jesus there is life €Lerna!. 

It is right and proper that the season of Lent be 
devoted in a special way to sober reflection for the 
Christian . J ust what acts of self-denial he may choose 
to perform is e ntirely a personal matter. Sometimes 
churches have tried to organi ze self-denial for their 
members, but this usua!!y keeps the act from being 
one of loving and joyous response and turns it into 
a matter of works righteousness. Much better yet is 
it to endeavor to make each day of one's life an of
fer ing of oneself as a living sacrifice to the Lord. 

Lent should also be a time of serious thinking for 
the one who has wandered away from the fold of 
God . He shou ld "think on his ways" and consider 
whether it is right or wise to continue to trample 
underfoot the love of Christ. 

With Him all the way. It is not as though we 
would crucify the Son of God afresh, although to re
ject Him is to do that. But we would think again in a 
particu lar way of God 's love at Calvary. As J. Sidlow 
D, xter reminds us, Jesus did not come to expound 
the love of God, but is the love of God incarnate. 

Let Lent be a season of special meaning to us 
in 1967 as through our devotional reading, prayer, 
midweek services, Sunday worship, and whatever 
other ways there be, we remember the suffering and 
death of our Lord . 
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One Race, One Gospel, One Task 

Closing Statement of the World 
Congress on Evangelism 

As participants in the World Con· 
gress on Evangelism, drawn from 
100 nations and gathered in Berlin 
in the Name of Jesus Christ, we 
proclaim this day OUf unswerving 
determination to carry out the su
preme mission of the Church. 

On behalf of our fellowmen 
everywhere, whom we love and for 
whom our Saviour died, we promise 
with renewed zeal and faithfulness 
to bear to them the Good News of 
God's savi ng grace to a sinful and 
lost humanity; and to that end we 
rededicate ourselves before the 
Sovereign King of the universe 
and the Risen Lord of the Church. 

We enter the closing third of the 
twentieth century with greater con
fidence than ever in the God of 
OUf f athers who reveals Himself in 
creation, in jUdgment, and in re
demption. In His Holy Name we 
call upon men and nations every
where to repent and turn to works 
of righteousness. 

As an evangelical ecumenical 
gathering of Christian disciples and 
workers, we cordially invite all be
lievers in Christ to unite in the com
mon task of bringing the Word of 
Salvation to mankind in spiritual 
revolt and moral chaos. Our goal 
is nothing short of the evangeliza
tion of the human race in this gen
eration, by every means God has 
given to the mind and will of men. 

ONE RACE 

We recognize the failure of many 
of us in the recent past to speak 
with sufficient clarity and force 
upon the Biblical unity of the hu
man race. 

All men are one in the humanity 
created by God Himself. All men 
are one in their common need of 
divine redemption, and a ll are of
fered salvation in Jesus Christ. All 
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men stand under the same divine 
condemnation and all must find jus
tification before God in the same 
way: by faith in Christ, Lord of all 
and Saviour of all who put their 
trust in Him. All who are "in Christ 
henceforth can recognize no dis
tinction based on race or color and 
no limitations arising out of human 
pride or prejudice, whether in the 
fellowship of those who have come 
to faith in Christ or in the procla
mation of the Good News of Jesus 
Christ to men everywhere. 

We reject the notion that men are 
unequal because of distinction or 
race or color. In the name of Scrip
ture and of Jesus Christ we con
demn racialism wherever it appears. 
We ask forgiveness for our past 
sins in refusing to recognize the 
clear command of God to love our 
fellowmen with a love that t ran
scends every human barrier and 
prejudice. We seek by God's grace 
to eradicate from our lives and fro m 
our witness whatever is displeasing 
to Him in our relations one with 
another. We extend our hands to 
each other in love, and those same 
hands reach out to men everywhere 
with the prayer that the Prince of 
Peace may soon unite our sorely 
divided world. 

ONE GOSPEL 

We affirm that God first com
mun icated the Gospel of redemp
tion, and not man; we declare the 
saving will of God and the saving 
work of God only because we pro
claim the saving Word of God. We 
are persuaded that today, as in the 
Refonnation, God's people are 
again being called upon to set God's 
Word above man's word. We rejoice 
that the truth of the Bible stands 
unshaken by human speculation, 
and that it remains the eternal rev
elation of God's nature and will for 
mankind. We reject all theology and 
cri ticism that refuses to bring itsel f 

under the divine authority of Holy 
Scripture, and all traditionalism 
which weakens that authority by 
adding to the Word of God. 

The Bible declares that the Gos
pel which we have received and 
wherein we stand, and whereby we 
are saved, is that "Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scrip
tures; and that he was buried; and 
that he arose again the third day 
according to the Scriptures" (I Cor. 
15: 3, 4). Evangelism is the procla
mation of the Gospel of the cruci
fied and risen Christ, the only 
Redeemer of men, according to the 
Scriptures, with the purpOse of per
suading condemned and lost sin
ners to put their trust in God by 
receiving and accepting Christ as 
Saviour through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, and to serve Christ 
as Lord in every calli ng of life and 
in the fellowship of His Church , 
looking toward the day of His com
ing in glory. 

ONE TASK 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, possessor 
of all authority in heaven and on 
earth, has not only called us to Him· 
self; He has sent us out into the 
world to be His witnesses. In the 
power of His Spirit He commands 
us to proclaim to a ll people the 
good news of salvation through His 
a toning death and resu rrect ion; to 
invite them to discipleship through 
repentance and fai th; to baptize 
them into the fellowship of His 
Church; and to teach them all His 
words. 

We confess our weakness and in
adequacy as we seek to fulfill the 
Great Commission; nevertheless we 
give ourselves afresh to our Lord 
and His cause. Recognizing that the 
ministry of reconciliation is given to 
us all, we seek to enlist every be
liever and to close the ranks of all 
Christians for an effective witness 
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The Lutheran Ambassador 



J Jlave J(e{U3eJ to .Jiau!} $ome People 

by Rev. Howard A . Kuhnle 
Richmondville, N.Y. 

F ROM several conversations 
which were both casual and 

serious, I have learned that people 
are curious about the fact that 
ministers do refuse to marry some 
couples. 

The basic idea is that there is no 
requirement that a minister marry 
a ll couples who come to him, but 
he may refuse even without giving 
reasons for this. The people with 
whom I talked semed surprised that 
a minister should refuse. Apparent
ly they assume that the minister 
wants the fee so much that he will 
not refuse. Perhaps the reason may 
be that they have seen signs, as 
I have at Elkton, Maryland, and no 
doubt other places, too, erected es· 
pecially for people coming from 
Philadelphia, stating that ministers 
solicit marriages. 

With this little background, then, 
I would like to t ell of some of the 
couples that I have felt obliged to 
refuse when they asked me to mar
ry them. It may be explained that 
most requests come over the tele
phone, and it may be further ex
plained that the fi rst thing that I 
ask when I am requested to per
form a marriage is a question, "Has 
either one of you been married be
fore?" 

About the most interesting case 
was a middle-aged couple who came 
to my study on a Friday evening 
when I was alone some years ago. 
Obviously, both were slightly intox
icated, the man worse than the 
woman. In addition, the woman had 
been divorced twice and the man 
once. This a lone was a big obstacle, 
although I have married people who 
have been divorced, as nearly a ll 
ministers have. However, to start a 
marriage while drunk seems to me 
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to be an invitation for another di
vorce. I told the couple that I did 
not wish to marry them. The man 
insisted over and over, "You've got 
to marry me because I'm a life-long 
Lutheran from New Jersey!" The 
woman unders tood pretty quickly, 
and merely said, with more or less 
despair, "What are people like us 
going to do?" The man was slower 
and left only after it was obvious 
that I would not perform the cere
mony. I wish that I might know 
what happened to them, especially 
if they were married in this area, 
but of course t here was no way to 
find th is out. 

In one of my earlier pastorates, a 
young woman of the congregation 
asked if it would be possible to 
have a wedding in which she would 
marry her Roman Catholic friend, 
before or after the ceremony in 
our church. To complicate th is si t
uation, t he bride's rather was an 
officer in our church. I tried to ex
plain why I wou ld not do t his, 
because if she were married by a 
priest either before or after our 
ceremony, then our ceremony 
would certainly be of no value . Un· 
der pressure, I even wrote to the 
president of our synod who of 
course supported the stand which 
I took. Fortunately, in the end, T 
married them and they were not 
married by a priest, so far as I 
ever heard, although I left t hat 
pastorate shortly thereafter. 

In a simila r situation, a young 
Protestant woman attended our 
church several times. Finally she 
said that she desi red to be mar
ried. By appointment, I went to 
her apartment. It turned out her 
friend was present, that she had 
been divorced and that her friend 
was a Roman Catholic. They asked 
me to marry them, with the idea 
that they would later be married 

by a priest. I told them that I 
would marry them only if they 
promised not to go to a priest 
later. They would not make this 
promise. Sometime later, I hap
pened to come across the man by 
accident. I asked him who married 
them, and he told me that they 
had been married by another Prot
estant minister, not of our denom
ination. I do not know if they told 
this man about their plan of being 
married later by a priest. 

Two or three years ago, r had a 
t elephone call from a woman living 
in Pennsylvan ia about 25 miles 
from Binghamton where I was then 
pastor. She said that she wanted 
me to marry her and her friend, 
because I had visited her in the 
hospital some years before. I did 
not remember her because I have 
visited several hundred people list
ed as Lutheran without congrega
tional membership in our hospita ls. 
In answer to my questions, she 
told me that she had been divorced 
and that she was a member of a 
Lutheran congregation in a town 
near her home. I asked her to go 
to her own pastor, but she said 
that she did not wish to do this 
because he knew her so well; 
therefore, she felt that it was bet
ter to come to me. I do not know 
who married this couple. 

Several years ago two college 
students, a striking couple in ap
pearance, came to me from Penn
sylvania. Neither had been married 
before. My second question is 
whether the couple has the con
sent of their parents. Sometimes 
t his is not even necessary because, 
for example, one of the parents 
may make the initial inquiry be
cause it may be more convenient to 
do so. 

In t his case, it turned out that 

(CominUl"d on page 131 
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Luther 
League 
Activities 

Edited by Jane Thompson 

A CERTAIN YOUNG INNOCENT 

"They soo n forgot his works; they 
waited not for his counsel; but 
lusted exceedingly in the wi1der~ 

ness, and tempted God in the des
ert. And he gave them their request, 
but sent leanness into their soul" 
(Ps, 106: 13-15). 

A certain young innocent had 
been faring well in life when he 
look a fond liking to watching the 
flicke r of a small candle in the still
ness of night. Now this cand le was 
not for heat, but for decorat ion. 
Its prescnce made cve ryone feel 
a happy glow in watching the 
flames dance. 

Now most of the town could 
watch this candlc without a grcat 
feeling of need. The young inno
cent was not in such a cond ition. 
He soon found himsel f entranced 
by the thoughts which the wavering 
flame produced. His imagination 
knew no bounds as he let himself 
be transported into regions of fan
tasy he had not known existed. 

Soon the small flame was no 
longer stimulating to his emotions. 
The larger flames in the fireplace 
were much more conducive to wild 
imaginations. They brought the fire 
of life into his vcry sou l. Th is was 
living at its utmost hcight! He could 
now see more t han his limited con
temporaries. He had boundaries. He 
had true insight to life's secrcts 
hidden in the flames of emotion. 
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Those passing by only noticed 
that the coals were s lowly dying. 
His face showed the growth of a 
beard and his expression was now 
taut, now expressionless. Though 
he seemed to glow from the front. 
hi s back was sh ivering and in need 
of warmer clothing. 

Someone men t ioned in passing 
that there was a tragedy down the 
block. A house was burning with 
fl <lmcs reaching for the sky. 

Flames? Ah yes, bright flames, 
eager to reach out and take forms 
as rich as the imagination Can pro
duce. This was the new desti nation 
of the young innocent. 

He quickly left the dying embers, 
clutched his rags, and groped for 
the door. His eyes were used to on
ly the glow of bright coals. The 
dark surroundings made vision dif· 
ficu lt. 

Ah, sight was not long in coming 
again. For there were his bright 
fl ames inv itin g him to come c loser. 
As they beckoned, he gazed at the 
wondrous sight. Once again, he was 
tru ly living; he was relating to 
someth ing; his spiritu a l eyes were 
opening. In awe he heard very little 
of the commotion around him. 

One [one comment penetrated hi s 
dreamy. brain. "Poor family. It's 
too bad he shou ld be the on ly one 
left, and a dreamer at that." 

The last part of the st ructure col
lapsed with a vague familiarity. He 
looked at the burning embers and 
felt a sudden chill. 

WEST COAST LUTHER LEAGUE 
RALLY HELD IN FERNDALE 
The West Coast District Luther 

Leagues from Ferndale and Evere tt, 
Washington, met November 12, in 
Ferndale for a Luther League Ra ll y. 
The featured guest, Pastor Herbert 
Franz, Cloquet, spoke on the theme 
" Followi ng Jesus." 

Pastor Franz stressed the impor
tance of haVing God's love to guide 
us. Any person who travels life's 
way without God is travelling at a 
great risk. Basing his afternoon Bi
ble study on I John , he stated that 
fe llowship wi th God is the purpose 
for which we were created. Follow
ing Christ is the way to have this 
fellowship. 

After two delicious meats pre
pared by the ladies of Fi rst Lu· 
theran Church and an afternoon of 
volleyball and basketball in t he 
high school gymnasium, the 
leaguers heard Pastor Franz's fina l 
message. The subject was, "Why 
do young people fall away from Je
sus?" 

Some of the possible reasons Pas
tor Franz explored included a lack 
of personal commitment, invisible 
barriers such as rcligious doubts 
and questions, procrastination , and 
crowd-conformity. Throughout his 
messages, Pastor Franz stressed 
that "now ls the time to surrender 
your life to Christ." To emphasize 
his point, he cited from personal 
experience several examples of 
you ng people who had "pu t off" 
accepting Ch rist until it was too 
late. 

The Everett Luther League is 
launching several projects to help 
ma ke money for the Kalispell Con
vention next summer. In November 
they sold candy and had a bake 
sale. In December they made Ch rist
mas wreaths to selL 

The Luther Leaguers held t heir 
sixth annua l vesper service on De
cember 23. After Ch ristmas ca rol· 
ing, the leaguers conducted the 
short service with singing, short 
talks and readings in the quiet at
mosphere of the sanctuary. illumi· 
nated only by the lights of the dec
orated tree and a few candles. 

Linda Mi ckelson 
Calvary Luther League 
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I Have Refused To Marry 
Some People 

rContinued from page 11 ] 

neither party had the consent of 
the parents. The girl was from a 
well-to-do family. Her mother felt 
that she was marrying beneath her 
station in life. I explai ned that I 
did not care to marry them under 
the circumstances, until the par
ents were told . After talking with 
them for a fair length of time, I 
said that I would marry them if 
the girl would let me call her moth
er on the telephone and get her 
consent. She refused to do this, 
because she knew that her mother 
was adament. She then asked for 
the names of other Lutheran pas
tors in the vicinity and they left 
the study. 

Later I learned from a colleague 
that they had come to him . By 
th is time, the girl had given con
sent to the minister to let him call 
her mother. The mother refused. 
Then, the pastor, seeing that they 
were bound to be married, did carry 
out the ceremony. Under the cir
cumstances, this was an act of 
judgment for which he could hardly 
be criticized. About two weeks 
later, the girl's mother telephoned 
my minister-friend and reprimand
ed him in the most severe terms 
for performing the ceremony. 
Surely, this was a most strange 
turn of events, after the ceremony. 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE 

The fifth Annual Conference of 

the Association of Free Lutheran 
Congregations will be held in Fargo, 

N. Oak. , June 14--18, 1967. The host 

congregation is St. Paul's Lutheran 
Church, Trygve F. Dahle, pastor. 

Sessions wil! be held at Oak 
Grove Luthe ran High School and 
provisions for lodging will be avail

able there also. 
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FERNDALE PARISH HAS 
WEEKLY RADIO BROADCAST 

It was not so very many months 
ago that a casual discussion was 
held at one of the meetings of the 
Board of Deacons about the pos
sibility of a radio broadcast of our 
own. A radio-committee was set up 
at the August meeting of the con
gregation. and some investigation 
begun into time and costs. From 
there things moved rather quickly. 
Station KENY in Bellingham was 
more than congeniaL They were 
eager to have us begin at once . De
cember 11 was to be our first pro
gram. The tape was at the studio 
all ready, but the station call ed the 
morning of the 11 th to say that 
their transmitting tower had gone 
down during the night. The first 
program of the "Lutheran Hour of 
Praise" was aired on December 18, 
and two more broadcasts have fol
lowed. We thank God for this op
portunity of spreading the Gospel. 
Let us stand behind it with our 
prayers and gifts. 

NOTICE 

Occasionally, through an 
error in mailing, you may miss 
an issue or two of the Am· 
bassador. When you are certain 
that you have missed an issue 
and your subscription is still in 
force, please write our office 
for the missing number and 
it will be furnished free of 
charge. 

Should you cont inue to miss 
copies of the Ambassador, 
wri te and ask that an inquiry 
be made as to the reason. 

Address ali inquiries and [1'

quests regarding subsc riptions 
and mailing to: 

The Lutheran Ambassador 
3110 E. Medicine Lake Blvd. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 55427 

THY LOVE IS PRAYER 

Along life's road there t raveled 
One who came each night to well

earned rest; 
And sought e'er slumber with an 

aching heart, 
To pay Him homage who did 

strength impart 
For each day's journey. 
Grateful she was for youth, and 

love, and health, 
For God-planned life, and work, 

and wealth 
Of mind, and soul, and body. 
Yet, saddened by loss, and grieved 

that for her King, 
Service and Iqve she gave with 

heart that could not sing. 
So day by day, night after night, 

with care 
She brought her bu rdened soul to 

Him in prayer. 
Till came a night when kneeling 

could not pray, 
But cri ed in agony, "Dear Father," 

and no more. 
Naught could she speak of praise 

and supplication: 
Just two brief words of love a nd 

adoration. 
As she knelt, sweet music filled the 

very air~ 
Its message clear~"My child, thy 

love is prayer." 
There at the Cross she left he r load 

of care, 
To live for Him, henceforth, with 

love as prayer. 
Mrs. Arvid Hokanson 
(from Sharing, J uly, 1935) 

According to the Word 
I.ellnlin",." f rom fJr1g{' 21 

provement in their lives is noticed 
by the world, and they of the world 
are attracted to the Kingdom of 
Christ 

It is easy to become disheartened 
an d to lose hope, but we need to 
constantly keep our eyes on our 
Redeemer and to allow the Holy 
Spirit to work His work in us, as 
we live on the Word of God. Then . 
when the enemy comes in like a 
flood, we'll be prepared. And rather 
than be defeated. the experience 
will draw us even more close to our 
Savior, who is the STANDARD OF 
GOD. ~Hubert F. DeBoer 
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One Race, One Gospel, One Task 

[Cominued from page 10J 

to our world. We long to share that 
which we have heard, have seen 
with the eyes of fa ith, and have ex
perienced in our personal lives. We 
implore the world church to obey 
the divine commission to permeate, 
challenge, and confront the world 
with the claims of Jesus Christ. 

While not all who hear the Gospel 
will respond to it, our responsibility 
is to see that everyone is given the 
opportunity to decide fo r Christ in 
our time. Trusting our Lord for 
strength and guidance, we shoulder 
this responsibi lity. 

Finally, we express to Evangelist 
Billy Graham our gratitude for his 
vision of a World Congress of Evan 
gelism. To the magazine Christian
ity Today goes our debt of thanks 
for bringing it into reality. As we 
return to our many fields of labor 
for Christ we promise to pray for 
each other; and we extend our love 
and affection to the whole wide 
world of men in the matchless 
Name of our Saviour. 

World Congress on Evangeli sm 
Kongresshalle 

Berlin , Germany 
4 November 1966 

CORRECTION 

In the WMF Bible study for Feb
ruary, the sentence beginning on 
the last line of the first page should 
read " He stayed t here for a year 
and six months, teaching and 
preaching the Word of God among 
them and many were saved." 

We regret the om ission from the 
sentence. 

WEBSTER CHURCH TO HOST 
SOUTH DAKOTA LUTHER 

LEAGUE CONVENTION 

The third annual South Dakota 
District Luther League Convention 
will be held at Tabor Lutheran 
Church, rural Webster, S. Oak., 
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WINTER BIBLE CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
Feb. 9-12 

Thursday, February 9 
7:45 p.m. 

Friday, February 10 
9:30 a.m. 
9:50 a.m . 

10:40 a.m. 
11 :00-11:50 a.m. 
11 :50 a .m. 

2 :00 p.m. 
2:50 p.m. 
3 :10-4 :00 p.m . 
4:3~:30 p.m. 
7:45 p.m. 

Saturda.y, February 11 
9:30 a .m. 
9:50 a .m. 

10:40 a.m. 
11:00 a.m. 

2:00 p.m. 
2:50 p.m. 
3:10 p.m. 

7:45 p. m. 
Sunday, February 12 

9 :30 a.m. 
11 :00 a.m . 

2:00 p.m. 

Dalton, Minnesota 

Speaker: Pastor Hans Tollefson 

Devotions 
Bible Study: Pastor Arnold Stone 
Coffee Break 
To be scheduled 
Prayer Hour 
Bible Study: Pastor Arnold Stone 
Coffee Break 
"Hans Nielsen Hauge---The Man," Dr. rver Olson 
\Y.M.F. Workshop 
Speaker: Pastor Hans Tollefson 

Devotions 
Bible Study: Pastor Arnold Stone 
Coffee Break 
"The Stewardship of Money," 

Mr. Clifford Johnson 
Bible Study: Pastor Arnold Stone 
Coffee Break 
Lecture: "Hans Nielsen Hauge---His Message," 

Dr. Iver Olson 
Speaker : Pastor Hans Tollefson 

Bible StUdy 
Morning Worship Servke : 

Dr. Iver Olson, speaker 
Noon meal served in the church 
Closing service with Pastor Raynard Huglen 

bringing the message 

April 1-2, 1967. Raynard Huglen is 
the pastor. The convention will 
open on Saturday and conclude 
Sunday afternoon. 

o may we daily seek, dear Lord, 
Much help and comfort from Thy 

Word; 
That we may stronger Christians 

be. 

FAMILY BIBLE CAMP 
DATES SET 

The fifth Family Bible Camp 
sponsored by the Association of 
Free Lutheran Congregations will 
be held at Lake Geneva Bible Camp, 
Alexandria, Minn., August 7- 13, 
1967. Dean of the camp is Rev. 
A. L. Hokanson, Faith, S. Dak. All 
preliminary inqui ries should be ad
dressed to him. 

A LENTEN SONG 

Our sins we now confess to Thee, 
Lord Jesus, Lamb of Calvary; 

Wash our t ransgressions all away, 
And give us peace and joy this 

day. 

And live our lives victoriously. 

Help us to seek and win the lost, 

Redeemed by Thee at such a cost; 
Save them from s in and set them 

free 
From Satan's power and tyranny. 

And when our labor here is o'er, 

Guide Thou us, Lord, to yonder 
shore; 

W here we shall join the happy 

throng, 
And sing with them Redemption's 

song. 
Rev, Trygve F. Dahle 

February 1966 

(We a lso have a melody on the 
above song, and hope to get it and 

our Christmas song printed some 
time this winter.) 

The Lutheran Ambassador 
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CHURCH-WORLD NEWS 
GLEANINGS FROM AN 

EDITOR'S READING 

One of the most serious ills of 
our modern churches (including 
our E.L.S.) is the fact that so many 
of our church members very sel
dom, jf ever, read their Bibles any 
more. The result is that, despite the 
fact that we live in the most liter-, 
ate age in history, we are rapidly 
becoming spitjtua/ illiterates! OUf 
grandfathers Ultd very few books, 
but they probably; knew pretty well 
what THE BOOK had to say. Today 
it is just the oPPos1J.e. 

One reason for thrs sad fact may 
well be that people~today no longer 
understand t he I{ind of language 
wh ich is used in sur traditional 
translat ions, such :.as the King 
James Version made in 1611. How 
often does it happen that some 
well-intentioned church member re· 
solves to read his Bible every day. 
Some of ou r readers may have made 
such a "new year's resolut ion." But 
after a few days, they give up in 
despair, or indifference, because 
they find that it is so much easier to 
understand what they read in their 
newspaper or favorite magazine. 
- Julian G. Anderson in Lutheran 
Sentinel, January 12, 1967. 

Thi s illustrates the strongest ar
gument against urban renewal as 
now conce ived, namely, that it 
usually destroys low-income hous
ing and fails to replace it because 
it is basically in the bus iness of 
middle-income housi ng. The net ef
fect is that the slums are not elim
inated by urban renewal but simply 
shifted and spread, so that despite 
massive housing construction in 
New York, the problem of the 
slums gets progressively worse, not 
better. For every slum it destroys 
New York creates twO new ones. 
-Arthur P. Simon in Faces of Pov
erty, Concordia Publishing House, 
1966. 

I would like to know how big 
a sin a person commits by leaving 
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the Catholic Church and joining a 
Protestant church. 

He commits a very big s in in
deed. Apostasy from the Fai th, by 
which a baptized person, after pos· 
sessi ng the t rue Christian Faith, 
totally rejects it, incurs an excom
munication reserved in a special 
manner to the Holy See.-Rev. 
Winfrid Herbst, S.O.S., in Our Sun· 
day Visitor (Roman Catholic) , Jan
uary 22, 1967. 

In the light of the many prob
lems of modern evolutionary 
theory and in view of the limits 
imposed by the impossibility of 
controlled experimentation and in 
the light of the Lutheran principle 
of interpreting Scriptures in a lit
eral, historical way, it wou ld be 
premature for Lutherans to junk 
the Genesis account or force it to 
fit the modem evolutionary theory 
by stretching it and chopping it on 
a sort of procrustean bed.-Dr. 
John W. Klotz in Lutheran Journal, 
Christmas, 1966. 

There are four guideposts which 
I feel we can use in making our 
critical and not-sa-critical decisions. 
They are: our conscience; our up
bringing with regard to what our 
parents and others have taught us; 
our previous knowledge of God; and 
the realization that, when we are 
dealing with other people, we are 
manipulating precious human lives. 
-Barb Raschke in Spi r it, February, 
1967. 

NEW " LUTHERAN FORUM" 
CRITICAL OF 

REFORMATION OBSERVANCES 

New York (LC) -Lutheran Fo
rum, a new independent interna
tional monthly magazine, carries a 
critical editorial in its first issue on 
the "contrast" between the theme 
chosen to herald the 450th anniver
sary of the Reformation this year 
and the activities recommended to 
congregations for observance of the 
event. The issue, dated January 

1967, was published early in the 
month. 

Under the theme "Life-New 
Life," a general anniversary com
mittee representing four Lutheran 
bodies have issued comprehensive 
plans for national and local ob· 
servance of the 450th anniversary 
of the posting of the 95 Theses by 
Martin Luther in 1517, an event 
which sparked the renewal and re
organization of the Christian 
Church throughout the remainder 
of the 16th century. 

Contending that "the Reforma
tion was an explosion within West
ern Christendom which released 
enormous quantities of spiritual 
energy" and that "heirs of the Ref
ormation want to do the same for 
thei r own time," the editoria l 
argues that plans developed for the 
ann iversary "end up by making the 
Reformat ion a list of congregational 
'projects.' " 

"Where," Lutheran Forum asks, 
"is the 'new life' in getting Lu
therans of various synods together 
to sponsor a pageant or exhibition?" 
It sees "the sharpest contrast be
tween theme observance," contend· 
ing that "nowhere is there any pro
vision for the joint worship of God 
by Lutherans who are marking the 
Reformation together." 

Wh ile acknowledging that re
pentance and renewa l, the focus of 
ap niversary efforts, cannot be 
programmed, the editorial urges ef
forts "to raise the 450th Reforma
tion anniversary above the 'project' 
level" nat ionally. 

Lutherans are ca lled to concen
tra te on two goals in 1967: "A dec
laration of pulpit and altar fellow
ship" among the Lu theran bodies, 
and "study and appropriate initi
ative toward transferring additional 
areas of work to the Lutheran 
Counci l in the U.S.A." 

The first step wou ld permit Lu
therans of different bodies to re
ceive Holy Communion at each 
other's altars, and their clergymen 
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to conduct services together, it is 
pointed out, while the second wou ld 
strengthen the newly constituted 
CounCil , which began operation 
January 1, as a cooperative ex· 
pression of Lutheran unity. 

"Such moves," the editorial con
cludes, "will he lp make the Refor· 
mation come alive." 

The firs t issue of Lutheran Forum 
appeared in a 40 page, 81h x ll ih 
inch format. Among the contents is 
the firs t in a series of articles on 
"The Future of Lutheranism" by 
dist inguished churchmen; a discus
sion of the moral situation in Swe
den, a predomi nantly Lutheran 
country, and an article taking issue 
with those who claim that off icial 
church publications maliciously 
manage the news. 

Among the regular columns are 
a commentary on political issues by 
Richard John Neuhaus, pastor of 
the inner city St, John the Evange-

list Church, Brooklyn, and a page 
devoted to "facts, fanc ies and foi· 
bles," written by a pseudonymous 
"Moses Dean." 

NORWAY SENDS 84 
MISSIONARIES TO ASIAN· 

AFRICAN FIELDS 

Osl()- (LWF)-The Norwegian 
Missionary Society will send 84 
missionaries to fields in Africa and 
Asia this year- 28 are new recruits. 

The society's general secretary, 
the Rev. Johannes Skauge, re
marked that the number of mission· 
aries this year is somewhat lower 
than in the past two years bu t an
other 23 students, nine theologians, 
and 14 nurses will complete studies 
this year. Most of this year's crop 
of missionaries are destined for 
work in the Cameroun and Mada
gascar. 
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