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GOIS STANDARD LIFTED UP

Chapter 59 of lsaiah holds some
terrific promises for our day and
age! This chapter BEGINS with
the Lord and ENDS with the Lord!
(This is the place for us to hegin
and end, right?) Sad to say, too
many of us begin our days with Him
but end them depending on owr-
selves. Is it any wonder that thero
Iz 50 much confusion and lack of
strength evident in the Christan
life today!

Lobk at verses one and twob
"Behold, the Lord's hand is mnot
shortened, that [t cannot =save;
nelther his enr heavy, that it can-
not hear: but Your iniquities have
separated between you and your
God, &nd yvour sing have hid his face
from you, that he will not hear™

Where does the weakness of the
Christian lie? Mot in the fact that
God has been defeated and reduced
in His power. Mo, it's just that
man (in his puny mind and abil-
ities) has sought to put God into
man's mold! We need to hear the
voice of Scripture cry out: “The
Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it
cannot  save....” Rather than
equating God with puny man, let us
acknowledpe our sins and our weak-
nesses, and rally behind the “stand-
ard of the Lord"” (v. 18b) which He
shall raise up “"when the enemy
shall come in like a flood.”

The enemies of God's kingdom
gre too numercus (o tabulate, A
person would nesd {0 catalog all
the sinners ancd all their sins to
make an accurate list. But there

are enemies which are so evident
that we can even detecl them in
oursebves; worldliness, materialism,
cares of this life, fashions, pleasure-
seeking, soclal-life diversions, po-
litical sins, and party spirit, etc.
Truly, the kingdom of this world is
at war against the kingdom of
light!

The opposition is also shown in
the indifference that is expressed
toward the canse of the kingdom of
Giod! [zalah foresaw the violent and
pctive opposition that exists today.
It seems so strange to me that there
can e such wviolent opposition to
the wonderful kingdom which God
has provided For all who will accept
His pifts! Surely this speaks of o
personal demon (Satamn) .,

Recognizing the enemy as Satan
is, of course, the first and most im-
portant step, but to stop there
would spell sure defeat. What is
needed iz to see the promise of
God's Word: “When the enemy
shall eame in lke a flood, the Spirit
of the Lord shall 1ift up a standard
Against him."

First then, the Redeemer was to
appear: He would be elothed ready
for batthe. As Paul said to the
Ephesians, we are to be wearing the
breastplate of righteousness, so the
Redeamer would put on righteous-
ness ag 8 breastplate. He would put
a halmet of salvation upon His
head. He would clothe Himself with
Zeal as a cloak. He would come to
Zion, to His church (for Zion was a
type of the New Testament
Church), Then would His people
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“lift up their heads.” It means ev-
eryvthing to u=s that Christ iz the
Captain of our salvation. Only He
can lead on till every foe is van-
quished, because He has already
won the victory on His cross,

After mecognizing Satian as our
enemy and calling vpon our Cham-
pion, the Lord of the Church, then
the Holy Spirit goes to work, “The
spirit of the Lord shall lift up a
standard.” When God’s people are
weak and belpless, and have no
standard to rally behind, then God
will give n banner to them that fear
Him. This has been the rallying
point of the Church throughout
history. When the enemy came in
like a flood—when worldliness and
indifforence, and active oppdsition
have worked their way—then the
Haoly Spirit has lifted up o standard
for the people of God. This paves
the way for revivals—and this is
what the people of God are praying
fior today!

The Holy Spirit lifts up a stand-
ard against evil ia ralsing up men
who will earnestly and falthfully
preach the Gospel—for souls—and
not for personal gain or personal
prestige. Then the Holy Spirit
blesses and prospers the Word,
gince It is the Word that saves and
the Word that kesps!

The Holy Spirit lifts up a stamd-
ard against evil in the podly exam-
ple of Christians. When they begin
to live right lives, deal justly, are
zealous of gpood works, and love is
shown for their followmen—the im-

[Continued on page 11]
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Is the Bible Reliable Scientifically?

Pastor Gerald F. Mundirom
Pukwana, 5. Dak.

OW often we hear it said

today that the Bible's first
purpose it to acquaint ws  with
Christ and bo point us (o the way
of salvation that He has prepared
for us.

Thts i3 true. But then there are
those who would conclude that be-
cause the Bible's main purpose (s
to point ws to Christ that whatever
the Bible has to say scientifically,
historically, or in any other field, is
unrelinhlp 1

If the Bible is the Woard of God
and written by God® as many be-
lieve, lsn't it conceivable that God
who created this world all the way
from the atom Lo the highest mouwn-
tain and overy living thing in it,
would also know something about
aelence? Even though seience is not
what God is primarily interested n
teaching us, this is not groumd
enough for us to conclade that wihat
God says about science iz unre-
liabbel

Some of those who argue that the
Bible is scientifically wnmeliable
have reasoned as follows: they re-
mind us that at one time everyone
thought the world (o be flat instead
of round, These people believed this
s0 strongly that they put little
faith in the theory that the world
was round when this was first pro-
clatmed, They even guoted (or
mis-quoted) Bible verses (o prove
that the world was flat,

Mow some would reason that this
incident helps to prove how unreli-
able the Bible is in giving us any
kind of scientific datn, But ihe
truth is that the Bible was nover
wrong in the first place. It was anly
that man misunderstood the Bible,
God meant what He szald in the
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Scriptures all along. Tt was after
the earth was proven round that
man dizcovered that God was say-
ing something else (ather than that
the earth is flat) and had been gay-
ing something else in thesa verses
all along.

When man discovered that the
waorld wags round, this did not cause
several verses in the Bible to be
without meaning. Meither did it
prove that the Bible led. It did,
however, help man o get clossr
to the real truth that God had in-
tended these verses to reveal in
the first place.

Wi may feel that man was rather
narrow-minded then because
he had mno faith in the theory
that the world was round. Maybe
he was parrow-minded. But this
much can be said for man in
those davs: he wasn't ready to be-
fleve a theory as long as it was
anly a theory. When the world was
definitely proven o be round, man
had no trouble in believing it 1o
be so. He belioved the warld to be
round now In spite of what he
hid resd into the Bible before this
wag proven. Meither did the dis-
covering of the world to be mund
discredit the Bible or cause man to
disbelieve the Bible to be God's
Waord,

How different it is in our day.
Theories on evolution and the like
have been made over so much that
they are finally taught a= fact and
truth even though they have never
been proven, They are taught as
truth and fact even when they def-
initely oppose Scripture. We are
even told that thess wnproven
thearies are more reliakle than
Scripture,

We can depend on Scripture to
be true also scientifically. We can
believe Scripture to be true sclen-
tifically because it has never hesn

proved otherwise, We can also be
sure it never will be,

It could be possible that man may
still misinterpeet Scripture, ar not
see the whole truth, Bul let us re-
member and not forget that God is
greater than man and greater than
thi sclentists of our day,

We slill have to accept much of
the Bible on faith. Our little minds
are no match for God®s mind. “For
my thowghts are aot vour thouglts,
neither gre your ways my woys,
saith the Lord For az the heavens
are higher than the earth, so are
my wiays higher than your ways,
and  my  fthoughts  than  your
thoughts" (Iza. 55:8, 8.

Iif we are not capable of rea-
soning through and comprebending
the waorld 1o be round, we will have
to believe it to be flat. It is fiat as
far a5 we can see. Cur United
States ks more flat than round. The
warld 15 flat to ws until our mind
siretches itself to grasp its entirety,
Only than does it become round to
us

Za with Bcripture. We must pic-
ture it with the light and wnder-
standing we have, We do not hawve
understanding enough to grasp or
understand it all. Faith in God and
faith that the Bible is true must
carry us the rest of the way.

Becguse we cannot understand
completely i3 no reason w doubt or
conclude that the Bible i= in error.
Let us recognize that within the
Bikle there is a wisdom and also
sclentifie facts and conclusions that
are far In advance of anything the
scientists have discoversd today. To
contradict God's Bible, or to theo-
rise on something conirary  to
Seripture is to go off on a tangent
indead.

It is altogether probable that as
maare light is discovered in the areas
which the Bible has already prmo-
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claimed as truth, the light or
understanding that we think we
now have in some of these motters
iy hove to be adjusted to fall in
line with what science has just dis-
covered, Our present understanding
will also have to fall in line with
whal the Bible renlly has been say-
ing about thess matters all along.

Meither does the Bible tell us all
there is to say about sclence, God
hins left most of the detalls for man
to discover. And little by litthe man
throughout the ages has been dis-
covering  these  things—things
which God knew all the time and
his been referring to in His Word,
the Bible. This kind of discovering
on the part of man is what we call
selenca.

Some things in the Bible are suill
very puzzling to man. Man, as vel,
does not have enough scientific
knowledge to understand these
things Bechuse we can't under-
stand them, or becausa they puzzie
us, i6 mio reason for  discrediting
Ecripture or concluding that the
Bikle i3 a confusing book which
makes no sense. Vafous apges and
discoveries made in those ages hove
not only opened up sdvantages for
man in a sclentific way, but these
dizcoveries have also thrown new
light for man on same of the more
perplexing Bible passages. MNever-
theless, the full truth of these pas-
snpes was in the mind of God and
it the Bikle all along. God knew
these things from the tlme of cres-
tion ond even before the time of
creation., God put thess truths in
the Hible so that man, at the right
time, would discover them and bon-
efit therehy,

It was Paul who said, “For mow
we see through o ghess dorkly; bl
ther face o face: now [ Beowe in
part: bet then shall | kiow cven
aw aiso I am kroan™ (1 Cor. 134 12),
In other words, Paul had ta sdmie
that he could not fully understand
all that God is saving. It coald well
be that even those whom God
nspired (o write coitld ot f1.|||],r
understand or fully comprebend or
fully realize the full implication of
ithat which God inspired them to
weite, 1 am sure that in some cases,
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at leasat, this was ao

But some day the Christian will
fully understand, comprehend and
realize, He will get more and more
light 1o understand Scripture as he
apphies himsell to Bible study and
God's leading. A better understand-
ing of what science has actwally
discovered can also be of help
There is no disagreement between
what science has actually discov-
ered and the Scriptures when right-
ly and fully undersiood.

When the Christion reaches eter-
nity he will no longer need faith
and will be able to cloarly see and
understand all the deep mysteries of
God. His undersianding  at that
time will far exceed the greatest
seientigls of all ages.

The Bible studenis and the sci-
entists can be compared o the end
aof & pitchfork, each -proup repre-
senting one of the tines, (The
historian and archeslogist, as well
a5 other fields of learning that
relate to the Bible, could also repre-
sent tines)

As each fleld uncovers more lght
of truth they are driwn closer o
each other, until some day they
willl all see that they have come to
the same conclusion and will then
upite Into one as the handle of
the fork becomes one bevond the
tines. They will also see that what
God has siid and  proclaimed
through the centuries hios not
changed. God will have the last
word as (o whil is truth and what
is not truth, Some doy every knee
shall bow to Him and acknowledge
God as God and as all-wise in ol
things (lsa, 45: 23 Rom. 14:11, and
Phil, 2: 105, This will be when we
no longer see in parlt as Paul men-
tioned in T Corinthians 13: 12,

The evolutionist, the neo-
arthodox and liberal theologians,
the unbellevers, and anyone else
who definitely opposes what Scrip-
ture proclaims or who claims 1o
be an suthority greater than Scrip-
ture will not contribute to the un-
covering of truth In thiz way. They
will be a3 a group oF groups which
pre going off on a tungent all their
own. Their theories and work will
come to naught.

God doesn't change, Scripture
dossn't change. Man's enlighten-
ment and understanding of Scrip-
ture may Incresse, Nevertheless,
what God has said and written is
the same todny as it was when He
said It and wrote it {or caused ji
io be written) many years ago.
This Waord of God will ever remaln
the samg@ throughout all efermity.

1 There |6 sl Tonl eodd b anld alonit
the reilability of the history and oibher leclds
ghal e Bible sprols sk, Wil Uhe gnifpose
of fhis paper & b dEsruss S orelinhildy
of ks schepiills dsip [ound fn Scripiure

« We Wnvw thal Gl weed men o wrile
the Béie bl neverilicles He folid.  me-
voaded ar lvmpired them o wrils esacily
whal Fle wanted writien. Sripiurs clmims
thim. sl we ewn dare belleve i 111 Pl
b EL- TN

RADCLIFFE CONGREGATION
VOTES TD AFFILIATE
WITH AFLC

Salem Lutheran Congregation,
Radeliffe, lowa, assembled in an-
nual meecting. Januvary 11, 1967,
voted “yes” to a resclution calling
for affilintion with the Association
of Free Luthernn Congregations.
While Salem has endorsed and sup-
ported the program of the Assoria-
tion in the past, there have been no
official ties. The eongregation, for-
merly a member of the Evangell-
cal Lutheran Church, voled not 1o
gnter the American Lutheran
Church ag the time of the formatian
of that hody in 1960, The congrega-
tion has been served by Pastor 1. G
Erickson since 1964,

LUTHERANS ALERT-
NATIONAL SCHEDULES
SECOND CONVENTION

The second annunl convention of
Lutherans Alert-Mational will be
held Jume 12-14, 1967, ot North-
western Caollege, Willow and Har-
mon  Streets, Minneapalis, Minn.
Very reasonnble lndging will he
availnble at the school

Lutherans Aleri-Matlonal s o
free movement within the American
Lutheran Church, [ts purpase ks Lo
alert the people concerning the false
docirines that are creaping into the
Church, and makntaln and promote
historic, Hiblical Christianity.

—Lorr.

The Lutheran Ambossador



“HUNGER MAKES THE FOOD
TASTE GOOD"

by Alvin Grothe

“And Jesus said unto them, 1
am Lhe bread af life; he that com-
eth to me shall never hunger; and
he that believeth on me shall never
thirst™ {John &:35) .

These words of Jesus have be-
come much more real to me of [ate,
This began a couple of weeks ago
through one of my new experiences.
These include preaching the Gos-
pel to the people, living with them,
eating with them, working with
them, and sharing their hardships,
if in mo other way than to listemn.

It was a gray day and rain was
brewing when Pastor Abel and 1
feft Campo Mourao, Stocked lghtly
with some supplies in case we had
to camp out, we headed for Santo
Rei, a pew litthe frontier town some
ane hundred and forty kilometers to
the southwest. It is a town carved
and burned out of the timber and
jungle and consists of no mare than
n dozen houses surrounded on the
outskirts by large stumps and
charred logs Because of (ts alti-
tude, theéne is & beautiful view over
the valley and the forests of Para-
na Pinog.

Here we remained for several
days, holding evangelistic mestings
in the school house in the evenings
and working with some Brazilian
men during the day, helplng to be-
gin their new little chapel. The
meetings were well attended in
spite of the freezing temperatures
and several walked for some dis-
tance with small children and
dressad very lightly, It was really a
joy to watch the room fill to capa-
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city In the dim light of a six-volt
bulb hooked to the car battery. We
praise God for the several that ex-
pressed thelr desire (o receive the
Lord and were prayed with. Many
tricts and Gospels of John weps
given out. One man we met had
been studyving his Bible for at least
fiftecn wvears, but now had walked
about fifteen miles to his first
evangelical mesting.

Friends, T have met people who
would not take a car fifteen blocks
to church Sunday morning because
it was raining. Hunger makes the
food taste pood. Hunger pives us
a desire for the Word and for
Christ, and when we have Him, He
asxtisfies o completely.

The Lord provided well for us
and we ate most of our meels at
the home of a Christian family whao
had just arrived in Santo Red thres
weeks previous. Having no table
and feeling ashamed, the mother
improvised one out of two rough
ping boards set on boxes, One eve-
ning [ was reminded of Jesus wash-
Ing the disciples” feet as the kind
mother handed me a large pan of
water when I came in from the
day’s work, and asked if 1 wouldni
like to wash my fesl, So—rijght
there in front of her modest kitch-
en range constructed of brick with
a cast-iron grill on top, 1 washed
the grime from my lesl,

The next day, Senor Joao invited
us to have “almoca™ (noon lanch)
with him at his hame. On his little
farm of about five or six ocres, he
showed me his logs ready for the
mill and his fine bean crop that had
been nipged by the frost, Joao is
one of the new Christians in Santo
Rei and although they have prac-

tically nothing, he has marked one
pig for the church, They are poor
materially, but rich in Christ Jesus.
We ate in a tiny room aboul seven
feet square with dirt floor; and as
we abe our rice, beans and mandioca
root, o mother hen parnded through
the house with her family of chicks.
The windows were open and §0
were the walls with large cracks
between the boards, It was a hum-
bling experience to share a meal
with these fine Christian people and
give thanks topether to God for
the food and many other blessings,
1t was Jono who said, “It's hunger
that makes the food good, and it's
thirst that makes us desire the
water.”

Friends, hunger drives people to
the Word, and thirst drives them to
Jesus Cheist, the fountain of the
weater of life, Pray that the Haly
Spirlt will move thousands to this
paint, ot home, here in Brazil and
throughout the whole world, Pray
that people may hunger and thirst
after rightecusness, 5o many here
already hungering for the bread
of life have been glven o stome. 5o
many thirsting lor that everlasting
fountain have been offered an emp-
ty cup. It is up to us to tell them
of the life eternal in Jesus Christ,
that their thirst might be quenched
and their hunper satisfied,

Thank wou_ each ong, for your
sustiuining prayers and support.
Continue to pray for the work
here, There iz much to be done.
We praise God for each preclous
scnsl who has been brought into the
fold of the Good Shepherd. We are
filled with joy owver progress at
hame threugh faith, hard work and
praver. Especially, are we happy
about the new Hible school. May
the Lord bless this undertaking in
a glorious way.

Continue in the faith (Heb, 12
1=3j.

“Remember the days of old, con-
stder the years of many penerations;
ask your father, and he will show
vou; vour elders and they will oell
vou" (Deut, J2: 7).
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TESTIMONIES FROM OLR
BIBLE SCHOOL STUDENTS

1 came to Bible school not only
becouse T wanbed to, bul because
the Lord led me,

It hazs been a marvelous and
wonderful experience to fellowship
with the other students and to
study the Word of God. | know
it will continue throughout the
whaole year,

I pray that | might really see the
truths and blessings from God's
Word and thus apply them to my
own life, so that 1 can become a
better Christian and that others
will see Jesus Christ through me,

In Psalm 25: 45, | pray this prayer
us David did: “Show me thy ways,
O Lord; tench me thy paths. Leod
me in thy truth, and teach me: for
thou art the God of my salvation;
on thee do | wait all the day.™

Rosempry Hanson
Portland, N, Dak.

(Rosemary is n member of Valley
Free Luthernn Church in Portland
and works part time at the Pruden-
tial Life Insurance Company while
going ti school.)

The central reason why 1 went
to Bible school was that it is God's
will for my life, Bible school offered
me & chance (o get grounded in the
whole Waord of God and strengthen
my trust and faith in Him. In these
times the knowledpe and wisdom
of the Lord are of utmost impor-
tance since Satan seems bo be work-
ing overtime.

I have really been blessed in my
short stay bere. Getting into the
Wiord and really studying it can
bring a person much closer ta his
Lord and 1 can feel this happening
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in my lafe. 1 just thank the Lord
lor giving me this wonderful experi-
once,

Richard Anderson

East Grand Forks, Minn.

(Richard is a member of Trinity

Lutheran Church in Grand Forls,
M. Dals.)

INTRODUCING OUR
SEMINARY SENIORS

*There is therefore now no con-

demnotion to them that are in
Christ Jesus. For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made
mie freg from the law of sin and
death™ (Rom. 8:1, 2).

When 1 grnduated from the Lu-
theran Bihls Institute in 1958 1
definitely felt that the Lord was
calling me into full-time Christian
service. With a family to support
it is not easy to find time for col-
lepe and seminary training, but the
Lord who calls us to service also
makes [t poasible.

These last thres years of semi-
nary training have been vears of
great challenge and bleszing as the
necds for service and the truths of

God's Word have been opened to
us, My wile and [ are looking lor-
ward to the time when, with our
children, Mork, Karen and David,
we will go out to serve full time as
ambassadors of Christ,

Let us pray for one nnother that
the Lord might dally revive us and
rengw our vision so that we will,
ns individunks and as an Associa-
tion, present curselves as living ssc-
rifices to the Lord for the purpose
of holding forth the Word of Life
in our own communities and to the
uttermost parts of the world

Edwrin Kjos

MEWFOLDEN PASTOR
MARRIED ON DECEMBER Z7

Westaker Lutheran Church, New-
falden, Minn., was the setting of a
double ring ceremony, December 27,
when Sylvia Marguerite Obson,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Oscar
Olson, Hanley, Sask., Canada  be-
came the bride of Pastor Gene
Sundby of Mewfolden. Pastor M.
Haakenstad, Thief River Falls,
Minn., officiated.

Miss Sylvia Joel was organist
Soloist was Mrs, Stanley Holmaas.

Attending the bride were Miss
Phyllis Olson, sister of the bride, as
maid af honor, and Miss Lucille
Overlid, friend of the bride, as
bridesmaid.

Flower girls were Heather, Car-
ren and Michelle Sundby, daughters
of the groom. Paul Olson, brother
of the bride, carried the rings.

Groomsmen were Mr. Stanley
Holmaas and Mr. Lioyd Olson,

Faollowing the ceremony & recep-
tion wis held in the church parfors
with Pastor Ernest Langness of Mc-
Ville, N. Dak., ns master of cere-
moniles.

After o trip to California the
bride and groom are making their
home in Mewfolden where the
proom continues his ministry,

e o 12

“May grace and peace be multi-
plied to you in the knowledpe of
God and of Jesus our Lard™ (11 Pet.

1:2),

The Lutheren Ambassador



CHRIST MUST NOT DO
ALL THE DYING

Fred Dn. Jarvis

Georpe Fox, an Indis-barn mis-
sionary, is now on furlough, living
in Santa Barbara, Californin. Today
I reread a recent letter from him,

He said, "I extend greetings from
the cenn-fringed, mountain-
girded, flowear-filled, sun-kizsed, and
luxury-loving Santa Barbara, where
‘Every prospect plenses and only
man is vile," Jean and I have often
thought that this would be a de-
lightful place to lve if there were
no lost world o win! May God ever
put o thorn in our nesi'

Todny the Holy Spirit deeply
burned these words into my heari
They drove me Lo my Knees and
there | sobbed out a new dedication
to God, a new determination to give
my best o win this lost world, To
mé, George Fox's words spoke val-
RLITHEE,

How many today are living in o
“delightful plece” and have Forgot-
ten that there is o lost world to
win. How many easy-gaing, hoory-
lnden Christinng thers are who be-
moan the indiffersnce of men to
Christ, but seldom think of their
indifference to these lost men. How
few are the consecrated, erusading
Christians that put Christ first and
live as trough there were a lost
wiorld to winl

How many a cold-hearted, com-
fort-loving Christian at home stands
admiring his new home, car, or
possessions without the slightest
twinge of conscience or thought
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of contrast between his luxury and
a loat world's need!

Where iz our compassion? Whers
is our concern? Why are our hearts
so cold and calloused? It cepma as
if the devil has duped and doped
us until we're in o deep sheep. How
many in this easy-going and amuse-
mient-mad age have been lured and
lulled Into a Hfe of lethargy and
lukewarmness, How many in the
church today have been spewed out
af the mooth of God, and yet think
they are “rich, and Increased with
poods, and have need of nothing"
and know not  that they are
“wretched, and misernble, and poor,
and Blind, and naked™ (Rev, 3: 14—
22y . Most of our modern Christians
werg born in Babylon, They know
nathing of miracles, They have nev-
er sgen 4 heaven-born revival,

The cross, to many fashlonable
saints, is @ mere fetish, Many today
whno can explnin the Saviorhood of
Christ have never experienced tho
Lordship of Christ. The cross is no
longer & seandal and offenss. Chris-
tians are no longer the scum ol the
parth. 1t"s all right for Christ (o
have been abedient to the death of
bl cross, but [f s nol mecesaary
for the modern Christicn!

Indbeed our crossiess Christianity
is a curse. There is so much un-
crucified flesh (n our best efforts,
How much we depend on Hally-
wond advertising methods mather
than upon the power of Pentecost
as our best publicity, li will take a
new reformation o restore  the
crogs to itz rightful place in our
day. Christ must not do all the dy-
ing!

May He give us hot hearts and
cool heads in this critical hour! The
fires of revival blessing have pone
out of the altars of many o heart.
We know the theories of the Spirit-
filled life, but not the experience.
How many defend the Bible instend
of proclaiming it. We must preach
to win souls, not to win compli-
ments! We need (o reread the Scrip-
tures and revise our lives accord-
ing to it. We must keep in step with
God, not with the theologleal trends
snd winds of doctrine. The Bible
doesn’t need to be rewritten; it
needs to be reread. It isn't obsolete;
it is nbsolute.

What s God polng vo have o dao
to grip us with the sense of our per-
sofinl responsibility? Can we not be
stirred by the sight of & sick chvili-
zation and a slumbering church?
Will we allow the world to be com-
munized, but not evangelized? If the
communists can “turn back any
money which they make sxcept that
which is necessary for them to keep
alive,” if they have “not time or
monoy for movies, concerts, expen-
slve foods, decent homes, or new
cars,” why Is it that Christians can-
not reason the same way?

Can the communisis be domi-
noted by a struggle for world evan-
pelization? If they can be dead in
earnest about spreading their false-
hoods, cannot we be equally mo-
tivated in spreading God's truth?
We dare not condone our present,
backsldden conditlon, We must cry
to God for a sin-convicting, Holy
Ghost revival! Fasting i= for today.

We are being ruined by our rich-
ed The cares of this Lfe have
crowded out the cause aof Christ
and world evangelization. We're liv-
ing as If there were no world to
win, no message to proclaim, no
Christ Lo present, no Holy Spirt to
honor, no revival o come, Self.
dendial and self-examination aren't
popular, but they are the price we
are going o have to pay.

The storm is about to break. The
collapse of civilization could be im-
minent. Judpment is inevitabla! The
threat of total annihilation mowst
beaidd us to total mobillzation. The
unfinished task before us iz no
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greater than the unlimited power
of God behind ws That is why we
call upon God's spiritual minorities
and Ceodd's ragged remnant (o rally
to the cawse of revival,

e who have light must link e
to & lost world, We must hitch our
holiness to the harvest. While many
kick up the dust., we must pray
down the power,

Permission granted from Doy

spring magazine, Bethany Fellow-

ship

CEMTHAL MINNESOTA
DISTRICT WHMF RALLY
WAS HELD NEAR DALTON

“Moreover, it is required in stew-
artds thot a man be found Faith-
ful”™ {1 Cor. 4:2),

Dnce again as we gathered for
our fall rallv we felt the presence
af our Lord, The Central Minnesota
District Women's Missionary Fed-
eration mesting was held ot the
Kvam Lutheran Church of rmural
Dultem, The theme song for the day
was I Surrender AlL™

Mrs. Allen Rovang led in devos
tions, reading Mark 20; 24, Mrs,
George Hartman and Mrs, Wallace
Young sang o duet.

Pastor Harry Molstre of Daloon
led the Bible studv taken from |
Kings 4 3844, Evervone whb loves
God is a steward, he said, and it is
his duty to give toward God's work
and His glory, God will provide for
thoss who are conmcerned about
tthers, he declared,

Mrs, Hartman nnd Mrs. Young
fuvored us with a song, after which
n letber from the national president
swns read,

An offering for My Missionary
for a Day was received,

A potlhuck dinner was sorved at
M,

The afternoon  meeling  was
opened with the hymn "0 Jesus,
Lord, to Thee I Cry™ and a prayer
fellowship was led by Mrs. Robert
Trochman. Mrs. Carl Jacohson lad
in devotions.

Mre. Dale Acherman and Mrs,
Duane Thompson favored us with
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@ specil] number in song. A letler
from Mrs Lawrence Dynneson of
Mogales, Ariz., was read,

Pastor Sidney Swenzson of Fergus
Falls, Minn., spoke from I Cor, 1t
18-25. He listed six ways in which
power will be granted the Chris-
tian: to read, to pray, to witness,
to know the value of souls, to plo-
rify God, and to die. There |5 one
thing thet God cannot do and will
not do, and that is to let His people
down. He is faithful,

Mrs, Ackerman and Mrs. Thomp-
sof gang another duet and an of
fering to the WMF was given. It
mmounted to $224.15. We thank the
Lord for this gift to be usad to the
furtherance of His kingdom,

Mrs, Ted Aasness, Secrefary

REPORT OF ANNUAL MEETING
IN FARGD CONGREGATION

St Paul's Luthernn Church, Far-
an, M. Dak., held its Annual Busi-
ne=s meeting Friday, Jan, 20, al
7:30 p.m,, with almest every voting
member present. Very encouraging
reports wers given by the conpre-
gation, the pastor, the Sunday
school and all the auxiliary organi-
zutioms within the church.

Several new families have joined
the congropation in the last twa
months and several more are plan-
ning to in the near future

The following officers  were
elecied: Church Councll—G, N
Armmeson, Nels E Flom and Nels
Kallestad; Secretary—Mrs.  Anne
Stenerson: Head Usher—Ame Aan-
estad; other wshers—AlF Eldevik,
Louis Anderson, MNewell Kallestad,
MNedl Flom, Frank Huber and Joseph
Solberg; NWominating Committee—
Mrs., Torgerson. Mrs. Duncan and
F. A. Braathen; Auditing Commit-
tee—D0drs. Stenerson and Mrs, Lodiz
Andepson: Sunday Schonl Superin-
temdent—NMrs. Ida Solberg; and as-
sitant—Mrs. Anderson.

The congregatlon sent grestings
to all our missionaries and to Pas-
tor Strand, our president, and also
tir the Mission Board, thanking
them for the use of the church and

ParsOnage.

‘We gave a little over $2,000 to
benevalences this yvear for which wea
are all very happy, Thera is o fine
optimistic spirit in the congrega-
tion. We are locking forward to the
Annual Conference  June 14-18,
1967, to be held at Oak Grove High
School in this city,

The pastor is Rev. T, F. Dahle, Sr.

—Carr,

GALATIANS 61, 2

If you can help someone
Along life*s road,

Bear their hurden,
Help carry their load,

Thats the meaning of life,
I=n't it?

If you can furn sormeode
T Gol whove,

Say God still cares
For He [s Lowve,

That's the mezning of life,
I=a't it?

IT you can tell them Christ
Knows their every necd,
He =suffered and died;
Mow for us He'll plead,
That’s the meaning of life,
Isn" it?

Ta tell someons
Their sin is forgiven,
In Christ is freedom,
And the key to Heaven,
That's the meaning of life,
Tam'e ic?

If you can fell them there's victory
Even in sormw,

There"s joy for today,
Hope for tomarrow,

That's the meaning of life,
Ism't it?

CFh, my precious Lord,
I humbly bow;
Take my life
Arvd uge it o
T wim somee soul
From sorrow's Wiy,
Give (hem fulfillement
Every day,
That's the reason For lile,
Isn't it?
Mrs. Orval Underdahl
Minneapolis, Minn.
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CREDIBILITY GAFP

We read the other day that an archeologise has
placed man's history at 19 million veers. That is, ac-
cording to his evolutionary orientation, man bocame
distinct creature that long ago. The scientist based
his calculations an some teeth and upper and lower
jow Fragments which have been found in Kenya, Afri-
il

Being neither scientist nor historian, we dontt
have all the facts at our fingertips, but Egyptian civil-
izatlon Iz about 6,000 vears old. The construction of
the pyramids was started at beasi 3,000 years bhefore
the birth of Jesus We have all heard of the antiquity
of Chinese civilization, Even in the Americas there
must have been a good deal of building skill long be-
fore the explorerz ever touched these shores

Civilization as we think of it, at any rate, is con-
fined to & few thousand wears. Here and there in the
waorld evidence of other human life to antedate what
we have spoken gbout has been found. The evolutionist
is saying, to use the one referred to above as an ex
ample, that at a paint 19 million years ago man came
into being. A thelstic evolutionist (one who believes
God waed evolution as His means of creation) would
say that al that point this evalved creature received
the image of God. Then we are (o believe, according
to him, that it took 19 million years for man to get
te where he was some 8000 vears age. But in the
light of the advences man hags made in six millenniums
OoF g9, it strains our credibility, at least, to figure
oul what be was doing duning & period of time which
we, frankly, cannol begin (o comprehend,

We are thinking out loud. 11 man showed no more
progress than he did during millions of vears, is it
right to assume that he was vested with the God-image
all that time? Would that not lower one's estimation
of God's power, 1o believe that these divinely appointed
creatures should prope almost without progress or
spirituil insight for milllons of vears, and then in =ix
thousand years jump fram crude implemsats to the
space age?

On the other hand, if it were granted that God
placed His image on mon in relatively recent times,
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say some thousands of years ogo, there would still
be almost o million penerations of something more
than animal bait less than man unaccounted for, if we
are to believe the archeclogist mentioned earlier.

So there are problems, but we are glad that they
aren't ours. We still think in terms of thousands of
years of human history, maybe more than some, but far
less than those who think In terms of millions. And we
hold to the direct creation of man by the express com-
mand of God.

But let us pive credit where it is due, Evolutionists
are correct to speak in terms of millions and billions
of years for their processes, They need that much time
to allow For what they believe, but it is hand to under-
stand how even they need the millions of years indi-
cated to bring man from a self-realizing being to the

space-age.

WITH HIM ALL THE WAY

Someone onoe wrote a book of Lenten sermons
entitled With Him All the Way. That iz a pood title
becausze Iln Lenl we do make a pilgrimage in spisit
to Jeruzalem and Calvary with Jesuzs, We po there to
witeh Him die and to ponder our own sinfulmess and
transgressions for which He was maortally wounded,

Lent, therefore. is & time which has o preat deal
of somberness connected with {6 It i3 the season of
the cross and the cross is the symbol of man’s wretch-
edness und need. The cross reminds us that lefi (o
his own devices man faces hell, but through belief in
the vicarious sscrifice of Jesus there |s life etermal

It is right and proper thal the season of Lent be
devated in a specinl way to sober reflection for the
Christian. Just what acts of self-denial he mey chooso
ey peerfoorm i entirely a personal maller, SomelLmes
churches have tricd to orgonize sell-denial for their
members, bul this usually keeps the act from being
gne of loving and joyous respomse and tums (L iAko
a matter of works righteousness. Much belter yvet is
it to epdepvor to make each day of one's life an of-
fering of oneselfl as a living sacrifice to the Lord.

Lent shoubd also be o time of serpous thinking for
the one who has wandered away from the fold of
God, He should “thisk on bis ways” and consider
whether it is right or wiss to conlinug to brample
utderfoot the love of Christ.

With Him all the way. It s not as though we
would crucify the Son of Godd afresh, although (o re-
ject Him is to do that, But we would think again in a
particular way of God's love at Calvary. As 1. Sidlow
Naxees remtnds us, Jesus did mol come to expound
the love of God, but is the love of God incarnate.

Let Lent be a season of special meaning to os
in 1967 as through our devotional reading, prayer,
midweek services, Sumday worship, and whatever
other ways there be, we remember the suffering and
death of cur Lord.
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One Race, One Gospel, One Task

Closing Statement of the World
Congress on Evangelism

Ag participants in the World Con-
gress on Evangelism, drawn from
100 nations and pathered in Berlin
in the MName of Jesus Christ, we
proclaim this day our unswerving
determination to carry out the su-
préeme mission of the Church,

Om behall of our fellowmen
everywhers, whom we love and for
whom our Saviour died, we promiss
with renewed zeal and faithfulness
to bear to them the Good News of
God's saving grace (o a sinful and
lost humanity; and to that end we
rededicate ourselves before the
Sovereign King of the unlverse
and the Risen Lord of the Church.

We enter the elozing third of the
twentieth century with greater con-
fidence than ever in the God of
our fathers who reveals Himself in
creatlon, in judgment, and im re-
demption. In His Holy Mame we
call upon man and nations every-
where to repent and turn to works
of rightecusnass,

Az an evangslieal ecumenical
gathering of Christian disciples and
workers, we cordially invite all be-
lievers in Christ to wnite In the com-
mon task of bringing the Waord of
Salvation to mankind in spiritual
revolt and mormal chaos. Our goal
is nothing short of the evangeliza-
tion of the human race in this gen-
eration, by every means God has
given to the mind and will of men.

ONE RACE

‘We recognize the failure of many
of us in the recent past to speak
with sufficient clarity and force
upon the Biblical unity of the hu-
TN&N FRCE,

All men are one in the humanity
created by God Himself. All men
are ong in their common need of
divine redemption, and all are aof-
fered salvation in Jesug Christ. All
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men stand wnder the same divine
condemnation and all must find jus-
tification before God in the samea
way: by falth in Christ, Lord of all
and Saviour of all who put their
trust in Him. All who are “in Christ
henceforth can recognize no dis-
tinction based on race or color and
Ao Hmitations arising out of human
pride or prejudice, whether in the
fellowship of those who have come
to falth in Christ or In the procls-
matlon of the Good News of Jesus
Christ to men everywhere,

W reject the notion that men are
unequal because of distinction or
race or color. In the name of Scrip-
ture and of Jesus Christ we con-
demn racialism wherever it appears.
We ask forgiveness Tor our past
sins In refusing to recognize the
clear command of God to love our
fellowmen with a love that tran-
soends every human barmier and
prejudice. We seek by God's grace
to eradicate from our lives and from
our witness whatever is displeasing
to Him in our relatlons one with
gnother, We extend our hands to
each other in love, and those same
hands rench out to men everywhero
with the prayer thai the Prince of
Poace may soon unile our sodely
divided world,

ONE GOSPEL

We affirm that God Ffirst com-
municated the Gospel of redemp-
tion, and not man; we declare the
saVing will of God and the saving
work of God only because we pro-
claim the saving Word of God. We
are persuaded that today, as in the
Reformation, God's people are
again boing called upon to set God's
Word abowve man's word. We rejoice
that the truth of the Blhle stands
unshaken by human speculation,
and that it remiins the eternal reév-
elation of God's nature and will for
mankind, We reject all theology and
criticiam that refuses to bring itself

under the divine authority of Holy
Scripture, and all traditionalism
which weakens that suthority by
adding to the Word of God.

The Bible declares that the Gos-
pel which we have received and
wherein we stand, and whereby we
are saved i that “Chrizt died (or
our sins according to the Scrip-
tures; and that he was buried; and
that he arcse agaln the third day
pecording to the Scriptures” (1 Cor.
158: 3, 4). Evangelism is the procla-
mation of the Gospel of the craci-
fied and risen Christ, the only
Redeemer of men, according to the
Seriptures, with the purpose of per-
sunding condemned and lost gin-
ners to put their trust in God by
receiving and accepting Christ as
Saviour through the power of the
Haoly Spirit, and to serve Christ
#s Lord in every calling of life and
in the fellowship of His Church,
looking toward the day of His com-
ing in glory.

ONE TASK

Our Lord Jesus Christ, possessor
of all authority in heaven and on
earth, has not only called ws to Him-
self; He has sent us out into the
world to be His witnesses, In the
power of His Spirlt He commands
s o proclaim to all peopls the
good mews of salvation through His
atoning death and resurrection; to
imvite them to discipleship through
repentance and faith; to baptize
them into the fellowship of His
Church; and to teach them all His
words,

We confess our weakness and in-
adeguacy as we sesk to fulfill the
Great Commizsion; nevertheless we
give ourselves afresh to our Lord
and His cause. Recognizing that the
ministry of reconcillation is given to
us all, we seek to enlist every be-
liever and to close the ranks of all
Christians lor an effective witness

[ Corefimned om poge 4]
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I Have cﬁefudec{ fo J‘iaﬂy

by Rev. Howard A. Kuhnle
Richmondville, N.Y.

ROM  several conversations

which were both casual and
serious, | have learned that people
pre curious about the fact that
ministers do refuss to marry some
couples,

The basic idea is that there s [no
requirement that o minister marry
all couples who come to him, bt
he may refuse even without giving
reasons for this. The people with
whom [ talked semed surprised that
n minister should refuse. Apparent-
ly they azsume that the minkster
wants the fee 8o much that he adll
not refuse, Perhaps the reason may
be that they have seen signs, as
I have at Elkton, Maryland, and no
doubt other places, too, erected es-
pecially for people coming from
Philadelphin, stating that ministers
solicit morriages.

With this Hitle background, then,
I would like to tell of some of the
couples that T have felt obliged to
refuse when they asked me to mar-
ry them, It may be explained that
most requests come over the tele-
phone, and it may be further ex-
plained that the first thing that 1
ask when | am requesied to per-
form a marringe is a quéstion, “Has
gither one of vou been married be-
Fare™

About the most inferesting case
was 4 middle-aged couple who came
to my study on a Friday evening
when 1 was alone some years ajo,
Obviously, both were slightly inbox-
lcated, the man worse than the
womin, In addition, the woman had
been divorced twice and the man
once, This alone was a big obstacle,
although T have married people who
have been divorced, as nearly all
ministers have. However, to start &
marriage while drunk seems to me
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to be an invitation for another di-
vorce, | told the couple that 1 did
not wish to marry them. The man
insisted over and over, *You've got
to marry me because I'm a life-long
Lutheran from MNew Jeraey!™ The
woman understood pretty quickly,
and merely said, with more or Jess
daspair, "What are people like us
going to do?™ The man was slower
and left only after it was ohvious
that 1 would not perform the cere-
mony, | wish that | might know
what happened to them, especially
if they were married in this area,
but of course there was no way o
find this out.

In one of my earlier pastorates, a
youtig woman of the congregation
asked if it would be possible to
have a wedding in which he would
marry her Roman Cathalic friend,
before or after the ceremony in
our church. To complicate this ait-
uation, the bride’s father was an
officer in our church, I tried to ex-
plain why 1 would not do this,
because If she were married by a
priest either before or after our
ceremany, them our ceremony
would certainly be of no value. Un-
der pressure, | even wrote to the
president of our synod whoe of
course supported the stand which
I took Fortunately, in the end, 1
married them and they wers not
married by a priest, so far as 1
ever heard. although 1 left that
pastorate shortly thereafler,

In a similar situation, n young
Protestant woman  attended our
church several times, Finally she
snid that she desired to be mar-
ried, By appointment, | went to
her apartment, Tt turned out her
friend was present, that she had
been divorced and that her friend
was a Roman Catholic, They asked
e to mamy them, with the ides
that they would later be married

Some ﬁeap[e

by a priest. 1 told them that T
would marry them only if they
promised not fo go to a priest
later. They would not make this
promise, Sometime later, [ hap-
pened to come across the man by
geekdent. 1 asked him who married
thern, and he told me that they
had been married by another Prot-
estant minister, not of our denam-
ination. I do mot know if they told
this man about their plan of being
married later by o priest,

Two or three vears ago, T had a
telephone call from o woman living
in Pennsylvanin about 25 miles
from Binghamton where | was then
pastor. She said that she wanted
me to marry her and ber friend,
bhecanse | had vislted her in the
hogpital some yenrs before [ did
not remember her becausse 1 have
visited several hundred people list-
ed as Luthernn without congregn-
tional membership in our hospitals.
In answer o my gquestions, she
told me that she had been divorced
and that she was a member of &
Lutheran congregation in o town
near her home, | asked her to go
to her own pastor, but she said
that she did not wish to do this
because he knew her so well;
therafore, she felt that it was bet-
ter to come o me | do not know
who married this couple.

Several vears ago two college
students, a striking couple in ap-
pearance, came to me from Penn-
svlvania. Neither had been married
before, My second guestion |s
whether the couple has the con-
sent of their parents. Somatimes
thiz i3 not even necessary beciuse,
for example, one of the parents
may make the initial inguicy be-
cause it may be more convenient to
do 50,

In this case, it turned out that

| Corefirnsed on page F31
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Edited by Jane Thompson
A CERTAIN YOUNG INMNOCENT

“They soon forgot lisg works: they
waibed not for his counzel bl
lusted excesdingly in the wilder-
ness, and tempted God in the des
ert, And he gave them their reguost,
but seni leanness into their soul”
[Pz 108: 13-15)

A certnin voung nsocent  had
been faring well in life when he
took o fond liking 1o watching the
flicker of a small candle in the still
ness of night. Mow this candle was
not for heat, but for decoration.
Its presence made everyone foel
o happy plow in watching the
flames dance.

MNow most of the town could
watch this candle without & great
feeling of need. The voung inno-
ceént was not in such a condition
He soon found himself entranced
by the thoughts which the wavering
flame produced, Hiz imagination
know no bounds ns he let himself
be transported into reglons of fan-
tasy he had not known existed.

Soonm the small flame was no
longer stimulating o his emotlons.
The larger flames in the fireplace
werg much more conducive to wild
imaginations, They brought the fire
of life into kis very sowl, This wos
living at its utmost height! He could
now ste more than his imited con-
temporaries, He had boundaries. He
hed true insight to life's secrets
hidden in the flames of emotion
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Those passing by onbly noticed
that the coals were slowly dyving,
His foce showed the growih of o
beared ancd his EXNEESION Was now
tnut, now expressionless. Though
he seemed to plow from the front,
his back was shivering and in need
of warmer clothing,

Someane mentioned in passing
that there was a tragedy down the
blocl. A houss waz burning with
flames reaching for the sky.

Flames? Al ves, bhricht {Rumes,
eager to reach oul and inke forms
as rich as the imagination can pro
duce, Thiz was the new destination
of the young mnocenl

H quiickly left the dying embers
clutched his rags, and groped for
the dotr. His eves were used to on-
v the glow of bripht coalz, The
dark surmoundings made vision dif
Ficuile

Ah, sight was not long in coming
ugaln, For there ware his beight
flames inviting him (o came closer
As they backoned, he pazed ni the
wondrous sight, Once agninm, he was
truly living; he was relating to
something; his spiritual eves wern
opening. In awe he heard very little
of the commotion around him,

Une lone comment penstrated his
dreamy. brain. “Poor family, It's
tosn bad he should be the only one
left, and a dresmer st that™

The last part of the structure cal
lapsed with a vague famillarity, He
lonked ot the buming embers and
felt & 2udden chill,

WEST COAST LUTHER LEAGUE
RALLY HELD IN FERNDALE
The West Coasi District Luther

Leagues from Ferndale and Everett,

Washington, met November 12, in

Fermmdale for a Luther League Rally,

The featured puest, Pastor Herbert

Framez, Cloguet, spoks on the theme

“Following Jesus,™
Pastor Franz stressed the impor-

tance of having Ged's love to guide
us. Any person who travels life's
way without God is trovelling a1 a
preat risk. Basing his afternoon Bi-
hla EI:L'Id:l.' an 1 John, he stated that
fellowship with God is the purpose
for which we were created. Follow-
ing Christ s the wsy to have this
fellowship,

After two delicious meals pre-
pared by the Ilndies of First Lo
theran Church and an aftlernoon of
volleyball and basketball in  the
high =chool  gymnasium,  the
leaguers hoard Pastor Franz's final
message. The subject was, “Why
do voung people fall away from Je-
T

some of the possible reasons Pas-
tor Frane explored ineluded a bick
of porsonnl commitment, invisible
barriers such as religions doubts
in 'i-|_|J|-"5|-i'-FF|F. proc rastanateon, and
crowd-conformity. Throughoul his
mossapes, Pastor
that “now 18 the time o surrender
your life to Christ.” To emphasize
his point, he cited from personal
experience  severnl examples of
voung people who had “put off
pccepting Christ until it was (oo
late,

The Everett Luther League is
Inunching several projocts to help
make money for the Kalispell Con-
venticn next summer, In November
they zold candy and had a hake
gile, In December they made Chris
mas wreaths to sell,

The Luther Leaguers held their
sixth annunl vesper service on De-
cember 23, After Christmas carols
ing, the leaguers conducted the
short service with singing, short
talks and readings in the quiei ai-
mosphene of the sanctuary, lumi
nated only by the lights of the dec
oruted tree and o fow candles

Linda Mickelson
Calvary Luther Loagus

Franz =iressed
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I Have Refused To Muorry
Somi People

[Contined from pege {7

nelther party had the consent of
the parents, The girl was from a
will-to-do Family, Her mother feli
that she was marrving beneath her
atation in life. 1 explained that 1
did not care to marry them under
the circumstances, until the par
ents were told. After talking wath
them for a fair length of time, |
said that | woold maery them (|
the girl would let me call her moth-
er on the telephone and get her
consent, She refused to do this,
because she knew that her mother
was adament. She then ashed for
the names of other Luthetan pas-
tors in the vicinity and they left
the study.

Later 1| learned from a colleague
that they had come to him, By
this time, the girl had given con-
serit 10 the minister to let him call
her mother. The mother refused,
Then, the pastor, seeing that they
were bound to be married, did carey
out the ceremony, Under the cir-
cumstances, this was an act aof
judgment for which he could hardly
be criticized. About two weoks
later, the girl's mother telephoned
my minister-friend and reprimand.
ed him in the most severe terms
for performing the ceremomny.
Surely, this was a most steange
turn of events, after the ceremony.

NOTICE OF AMNUAL
CONFERENCE

The fifth Annuwal Conference of
the Association of Free Lutheran
Congregations will be held in Fargo,
M. Dak., June 14-18, |'967. Tha host
congregation is St. Paul's Lutheran
Church, Trvgve F. Dahle, pastor.

Sessions will be beld ot Oak
Grove Luiberan High School and
provisions For lodging will be avail-
able there also.
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FERMNDALE PARISH HAS
WEEKLY RADID BROADCAST

It was not so very many months
ago that A casual discussion was
held &t one of the meetings of the
Board of Deacons about the pos-
sibility of o radio broadcast of our
own. A radio-committes wes set up
at the August meating of the con-
gregation, and some investigation
begun into time and Cofls From
there things moved rather quickly.
Station KEMNY In Bellingham was
more than congenial. They were
eager to have us begin at once. De-
cember 11 was to be our first pro-
gram. The tape wos at the studio
all rewdy, but the station called the
morning of the 11th to say that
their transmitting tower had gone
down during the might. The First
program of the “Lutheran Hour of
Praise” was nired on December 18,
and two mora broadensts have fol-
lowed, We thank God [or this op-
portunity of spreading the Gospel
Lot ws stand behind it with our
prayers and gifts.

NOTICE

Occasionally, through an
ercor in malling, you may miss
an [ssuwe or two of the Am-
hepssador, When you are cerlaln
that you have missed an lssuoe
amd your subscription is still in
force, pleagse write our office
for the missing number and
it will be furnished free of
charge.

Should you continue to miss
copies of the Ambassodor,
write and ask that af nguisy
e made as oo the reason.

Address all inguiries and -
quests regarding subscriptions
and mailing bo:

The Lutheran Ambassador
3110 E. Medicine Lake Blvd,

Minneapolls, Minn, 55427

THY LOVE IS PRAYER

Along life's road there traveled

One whe came each night to well-
carnid rest;

And sought e'er slumber with an
aching heart,

To pay Him homaps who did
strength impart

For each day’s joumay.

Grateful she was for youth, and
love, and health,

For God-planned life, and work,
and wealth

Of mind, and soul, and bady,

Yei, saddensd by loss, and prieved
that far her King,

Service and Iove she gave with
heart that could not sing.

S0 day by day, night after night,
with cara

She brought her burdened soul to
Him in praver,

Till came n night when knecling
could not pray,

Hut eried In agony, “Dear Father,"
and no more.

Maught could she speal of praise
and supplication;

Just pwoa brief words of love and
adoration,

Az she knelt, sweet music filled the
YTy fir—

Itz mossage clenr—"'My child, thy
love is proyer."

There at the Cross she left her Inad
of care,

To live for Him, henceforth, with
love as prayer.

Mrs. Arvid Hokonson
(from Sherieg, July, 1935)

According to the Word
| Comntiiraed Jrarm prge 2

provement in their lives is moticed
by the world, and they of the world
are attracted to the Kingdom of
Christ

It is easy Lo become dishenrtened
and to lose hope, but we noed to
constantly keep our eves on our
Redeemer and to allow the Holy
Spirit to work His work in us, as
wit Tive on the Waord of God, Then,
when the enemy comes in like o
flood, we'll ba prepared. And rather
than = defeated, the experience
will deaw ua even more ¢lose to our
Savlor, who is the STANDARD OF
=00, —Hubert F. DeBoer
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One Race, One Gospel, One Tash
[Continued from page §0]

to our warld. We long to share thai
which we have heard, have seen
with the eves of falith, and have ex-
perienced in our personal lives, We
implore the world church to obey
the diving commizssion to permeate,
challenge, and confront the world
with the elaims of Jesus Christ.

While not all who hear the Gospel
will respond toit, our responsibility
i% (o %ep that everyvone is given the
opportunity to decide for Christ in
our time. Trusting our Lord for
strength and guldance, we shoulder
this responsibility.

Finally, we express to Evanpelist
Billy Graham our gratitude for his
vision of & Waorld Congress of Evan-
gelism. To the magazine Christian-
ity Today goes our debd of thanks
for bringing it into reality, As we
return to our many fields of labor
for Christ we promise to pray for
each other; and we extend our love
and affection to the whole wide
world of men in the matchless
Marme of our Saviowar,

World Congress on Evangelism
Kongresshalle

Berlin, Gerrmany

4 Movember 966

CORRECTION

In the “WMF Bible study for Feb:
ruary, the sentence beginning on
the last line of the first page should
read “He stayed there for a year
and six months, teaching and
preaching the Word of God among
them and many wera sawved."

We regret the omission from the
semtance.

WEBSTER CHURCH TO HOST
SOUTH DAKOTA LUTHER
LEAGLUE CONVENTION

The third annual South Dakota
District Luther League Convention
will be held at Tabor Lutheran
Church, rural Webster, 5. Dak.,

Pope Fourteen

Batmrday, mrr i

WINTER BIELE CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
Feb. 9-12
Dalten, Minnesota

Spenker: Pastor Hans Tollefson

W3 mom, [revations
%:50 @.m. Elble Study: Pastor Arnold Stone
1040 @mm. Colfee Break
11 00-11:50 &.m To be schedubad
11:50 a.m. Prayer Hour
2:00 p.m. Bible Study: Fastor Armold Stome
2:50 p.m. Coller Hreak
314 ) p.m. “Haons Nislsen Hadge—The Ban.'" Dy, Tver Olson
4:30-6:30 p.m. W.M.F. Workshop
745 p.m Spealer: Pastor Haps Tollefson

Crevoilons
Eitde Study: Pastor Amnold Stone

Bible Study: Pastor Arpold Slone

re Break
Lecture: “Hans Nielsen Haoge—His Mesaage, "
Spenkor: Pazlop Hanz Tollefzon

orship Servios:
D, Iver Olson, spealeer
reed

3:30 a.m.
3:50 a.m
104D & m. Calles Brenk
11:00 mam., “The Stewardsh
Mr. Cliffopd
200 pom,
350 pm
310 pom
D, Iver Olson
745 p.m.
Bam « February 13
ulll;IJ:I:III .17 Bikle 3
I1:00 a.m. Morning
Moom meal s¢
200 p.m

Closing  service with Pastor Raynard Huglen
bringing the message

of Money,™
ahnani

in the church

April 1=-2, 1967, Raymard Huglen &8
the pastor. The convention will
open on  Satwrday and conclace
Sunday afternoon,

FAMILY BIBLE CAMP
DATES SET

The fifth Family Bible Camp
sponsored by the Association of
Free Lutheran Congregations will
be held at Lake Geneva Bible Camp,
Alexandria, Minn, August T-135,
1967, Dean of the camp is Rew,
A_ L, Hokonson, Faith, 5. Dak. Al
preliminary inquiries should be ad-
dressed to him.

A LENTEN S0ONG

Our gins we now confess 1o Thee,
Lord Jesus, Lamb of Calvary:
Waszh our transgressions all away,
And give us peace and joy this

day.

0 may we dally seek, dear Lord,
bMuch help and comfort from Thy
Word;
That we may stronger Christians
b

And live our lves victorioushy.

Help us to seek and win the [ost,
Redeemaed by Thee at such a cost;
Save them from sin and set them
fres
From Satan's power and {yranny.

And when our labor here is o'er,
Guide Thou ws, Lord, to yonder
shore,
Where we  shall join the happy
throng.
And sing with them Redemption's
gORL.
Rew. Trygve F. Diahle
February 1966

(We also have a melasdy an the
above zong, and hope to pet it and
our Christmas song printed some
time this winter.)

The Lutheran Ambassador



CHURCH-WORLD NEWS

GLEANINGS FROM AN
EDITOR'S READING

Ome of the most serious ills of
our modern churches {incleding
our E.L-5) 1% the fact that so many
of our church members very sel-
dom, if ever, read their Bibles any
micre, The result is that, despite the
fact that we lve in the most liter-
ate age in history, we are rapidly
becoming spirjtlal illiterates! Our
grandfathers mpad very few books,
but they probably knew pretty well
what THE BOOK had to gay. Today
it i8 just the opposite,

One reason for this sad fact may
well be that people boday no longer
understand the Rind of language
which is used in pur traditional
translations, such “as the King
James Version made in 16811. How
often does it happén that some
well-intentioned church member re-
salves to read his Bible every day.
Some of our readers may have made
such o “new year's resolution.” But
after a few days, they give up in
despair, or indifference, bechuse
they find that It |s 20 much easier to
undersinnd what they rend in thedr
newspaper or favorite magazine.
—Julinn G. Anderson in Lutheren
Sentinel, January 12, 1967,

This illestrates the stronpest ar-
gument against urban renewal as
now oconceived, namely, that it
usually destrovs low-income hous-
ing and fails to replace it becauss
it is basically In the business of
middle-income housing. The net ef-
fect Is that the slums are not elim-
inated by urban renewal but simply
shifted and spread, so that despite
massive housing construction in
New York, the problem of the
slums gets progressively worss, not
berter. For every slum it destrovs
Mew York creates two new ones,
—Arithur P, Simon in Faces of Pow-
erty, Concordia Publishing House,
1966,

I would ke to kmow how big
a &#in g person commits by leaving

February 7. 1967

the Catholic Church and joining a
Protestant church.

He commits o wery big sin in-
deed. Apostasy from the Faith, by
which a baptized person, after pos-
sessing the true Christian Faith,
totally rejects it, incurs an excom-
munication reserved In o special
manner to the Holy See—Rev,
Winfrid Herbst, 5.0.5., in Our Sun-
day Visitor (Roman Catholic), Jan-
uary 22, 1967,

In the light of the many prob-
lams  of modern  evolutionary
theary @nd in wiew of the limits
imposed by the impossibility of
controlled experimentation and in
the light of the Lutheran principle
of interpreting Scriptures in a lit-
eral, historical wiy, it would be
premature for Lutherans to junk
the Genesis account or force it to
fit the modern evelutionary theory
by stretching it and chopping it on
a sort of procrustean bed —Dr.
John W, Klotz in Lutheran Journal,
Christmas, 1966,

There are four guideposts which
I feel we can use in making our
eritical and not-so-critical decisions,
They are: our conscience; our up-
bringing with regard to what our
parents and others have taught us;
our previous knowledpe of God; and
the realizatlon that, when we are
dealing with other people, we are
manipulating préeciows human lives.
—Barb Roschke in Spirit, February,
1967,

NEW “LUTHERAN FORLM™
CRITICAL OF
REFORMATION OBSERVANCES

Mew York (LC)=—Lutheran Fo-
rurr, & new lndependent intermn-
tional monthly magazine, carries a
critical editorial in Its first issue on
the “contrazt” between the theme
chosen to herald the 450th annbver-
sary of the Reformation this year
and the activities recommanded (o
congregations for ohservance of the
event. The issue, dated January

1967, was published early in the
manth,

Under the theme “Life—New
Life,” a peneral anniversary com-
mittee representing four Lutheran
bodies have issued comprehensive
plang for patiopal and local ob-
servance of the 450th anniversary
of the posting of the 95 Theses by
Martin Luther in 1517, an event
which sparked the renewal and re-
organization of the Christian
Church throughout the remalnder
of the 16th century,

Contending that "the Reforma-
tion was an explosion within Wast-
ern Christendom which released
enormous  quantities of spiritual
enesgy” and that “heirs of the Ref-
ormation want to do the same for
their own time” the editorial
arpues that plans developed for the
anniversary “end up by making the
Reformation a list of congregational
Ipmjmil "

“Where," Lutheran Forum ashs,
“ig the 'mew life’ in getting Lu-
therans of various symods together
to sponsor a pageant or exhibition?"
It seeq “the sharpest contrast be-
twein theme observince," enntend-
ing that “nowhere is there any pro-
vision for the joint worship of God
by Lutherans who are marking the
Reformation together"

While acknowledging that re-
pentance and renewal, the focus of
anniversary efforts, cannot be
programmed, the editorial urges ef-
forts “to ralse the 450th Reforma-
tion anniversary above the ‘project’
levael™ nationally,

Lutherans are called to comcen-
trate on two goals n 19687 A dec-
laration of pulpit and altar fellow-
ship"” among the Lutheran bodies,
and “study and appropriate imiti-
ative toward transferring additional
areas of wark to the Lutheran
Council in the U.5.A."

The first step would permit Lu-
therons of different bodies to re-
ceive Holy Commumion at each
other's altars, and thelr clergymen
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to conduct services together, it is
pointed out, while the sscond would
strengthen the newly constituted
Council, which began operation
January 1, as a cooperative ex-
pression of Lutheran unity.

“Such moves,” the editorial con-
cludes, “will holp make the Refor-
mation come alive,”

The first issue of Lutheraon Forum
appesred in a 40 page, 815 x 1114
inch format. Among the contents is
the first in & series of articles on
“The Future of Lutherantam™ by
distinguished churchmen; a discus-
gion of the moral situation in Swe-
den, o predominantly Lutheran
country, and an article taking fssue
with those who claim that official
church  publications maliciously
mianage the news,

Among the regular columnsg are
a commentary on political issues by
Richard John MNeuhaus, pastor of
the |nner city 5t. John the Evange-

ligt Church, Brooklyn, and a page
devoted to “Tacts, fancies and foi-
bles," written by a pseudonymous
“Moses Dean”

NORWAY SENDS B4
MISSIOMNARIES T ASIAN-
AFRICAN FIELDS

Ceilo— (LWF) —The MNorweglan
Missionary Society will send 34
missionaries to fields in Africa and
Asia this year—28 are new recrults.

The sociely’s general secretary,
the Hev. Johannes Skeauge, re-
marked that the number of mission-
aries this vear iz somewhat lower
than in the past two years but an-
other 23 students, nine theologiuns,
and 14 nurses will complete studies
thiz year, Most of this year's crop
of missionarles are destined for
waork in the Cameroun and Mada-
Fiscar.
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Rev. John P. Strand
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Dir. Iver Olson
3110 E, Medicine Lake Blwd.

Minneapalis, Minn,
Acning Dean of the Bille Schoal
Bev. John P. Strand
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Chairman
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