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GOD'S NEW YEAR GIFT

“A new heart also will [ glve™
{Ezck. 34: 26)

We are standing on the thresh-
ald of a mew pear. What will this
new year bring to us as individuals,
as congregations, as an Association,
g5 a nmation? Will the Lord come
durlng 18677 Wil the Communisig
be containgd during this vear? Will
we see the and of the Viet Nam con-
flict in the next twelve months?

Cuestions of great magnitude
confront all thinking peopls today.
How to copa with the problems
i=n't always evident. In order 1o he
as well equipped as possible, we
need, first of all, to sccept what
God offers here to us—a mew heart
Especinlly to meei this new wear,
wi need a new heart, We can look
it this new heart as God's New
Year's glft to each one wha will
raceive it.

Let's think a little about what
this involves: a spiritually -
nated and regenerated heart, which
hag had the light of the Lord shine
info it and cleanse it; a penitent
heart; a praying and believing
heart; & pardoned heart, one that
by rights is condemned, but by
God's grace, pardoned; a pure and
holy heart; & sensitive and moral-
Iv tendsr and responaive heard, To-
day we sense that sin has been

seemingly made so respectable that
it's no longer a case of black and
white, but rather pray, Yes, ihis
also invelves a loving and philan-
thropie heart, an obedient heart,
and if we were to make this into
an pquation, we would say that all
of these would equl a HAPPY
heart. Each one of these thoughts
conjures up before our minds® eyes,
resolutions and deep longing. . . “oh,
if we could only experionce these
things!"* And the truth of the mat-
ter is thai God wants wus to have
truly o happy new year. And this
can be so when He gives us His gift
of & new heart,

Please |el us remind oorselves
who gives the blessings of the new
heart. Our verse from Ezekiel tells
us "I will pive.” God s the giver.
Gl bestows it by His saving pow-
er and truth, by fellowship with
Christ and by participating in the
fullness of the Holy Spirlt, We are
ingtructed from many avenues in
life today that the only thing that
con save our free way of life, as
e experience it In oour nalion, s
that we have a God-given, Holy
Spirit-inspired revival. God's pow-
er hasn't been diminished. His arm
hasn't been shortened, nor has His
will been changed. He still desires
that all men should be saved and
come to the knowledge of the truth.
In the past this =zimply meant a

According to the Ward

spiritual concern for the souls of
mien, Mow we sense, unless God
intervenes  {and we respond fto
His promptings] . our freedoms and
privileges as & free nation shall ex-
pire.

Whereas we are prong (o be
coaxed to give pood gifts, vour
heavenly Father is WAITING to
bestow them upon His children (if
we but ask, seek, knock) . He will
di o to all who truly want to re-
ceive from Him and show It by
their sincere desire in prayer and
supplication.

I wonder how many peopls shall
glibly cry, “"Happy Mew Year.” dur-
ing this season, and will EKnow
nothing about how that preeting
can become a reality also in their
lives. We who are in the irue
Chureh have this reality as part
of our spiritual inheritance from
our Savior, May we, above all else,
durlng thls new year, ssek to bring
this kind of living knowledge to
those who know only the words
“Happy New Yoear" and not the
reality of happiness that can only
come through knowing and boing
known of Christ!

The promise then is: get and
spread this gift, and the year 1967
will be the happlest you have over
knonwn.

Hubert F. DeBoer

The Lutheran Ambossador ig published biweekly (except the first issue of August) by the Assoclation of
Free Lutheran Congregations, 3110 Eagt Medicine Lake Blvd, Mpls, Minn 55427, Rev. Raynard Huglen, Ros-
Iyn, South Dakota 57261, is the editor, Subscription price is $2.50 per vear in advance. Subscriptions should be
sent to The Lutheran Ambassador, 3110 East Medicine Lake Boulevard, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55427 Sec-
ond-class postage paid at Minneapolis, Min,
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Free Lutheran Seminary to

Graduate First Class This Year

Thies Five man will ba the hri? graduats of Fres Lethidas Semessny. Lefr ss isght, ey

Anohao, Minn
Minneopalie, Minn

oimi Howaird Kios
dan, . Edwin Kiss

The hirst class (0 be praduaied
from Free Lutheran Seminary, Min
Minnesota, theological
schiool of the Association of Free
Lutheran Congrepations, will take
part in commencement exXercises in
.'-]u"| ol this vear.

The class hag
Four of them, il they have accepted
calls from parishes or world mis
sions by that time, will ke ordained
al the Annual Conferencg of Lthe
Associatbon, June 14=1E 1867, &t
o place vet to be determined, The
filth mambar of the closs, Mr. Ed-
win Kjos g8 B student
from semimary  and
complete a requirement before his
ordination, likely in the fall

Free Lultheran Seminary is
third vear of operation
18 Full-time
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which is located i the Headguar
ters building of the Association on
the shores of Medicine Lake, west
of Minneapolls, Men who ave in-
teresied n pursuing Lutheran
hisglagical studies at this school
either this fall or at future
inwited o moke prelimi
inuiries now

SOmee
LM are
o the
gdean of the schoal. Dr. Iver Olson
3110 E. Medicing Lake Blvd,, Min-

neapolis, Minnesota 55427
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TESTIMONIES FROM OUR
BIBLE SCHOOL STUDENTS

I'm 30 happy that Jesus led me
to come (o our Association Luther-
an Bible School this fall [t has been
such & I:-|E.~|5||'|.: i3 e %0 far and 1
know it will eontinus to b throupeh
the ywear

What we noed i (0 get grounded
in the Waord of God. This
main purpose of Bible school, Wi
know that either the Word keeps
us away from Satan or Satan keeps
s away [roan the Word, Hebrews
4: 12 says the Word is quick and
powerful and sharper than any two
edged sword

Besides siudying God's Word, a
Christian needs the fellowship of
other Christians, It's been =0 won
derful to be with other Bible schoal
giudents together,
sAudying, and just talking and shar
ng our ideas, 1 feel this iz a

important part in a Christian’s [ife

5 the

having fun

Wi

I'm s0 gled that God opemed this
door for our Association to have a
Hitrle Schisl
log to all of us and we pray that it
will grow physically and spiritual-
ly in coming years

It has really meant o

Jean Presteng
Graftom, M. Dak
(Jean is emploved as the Bibl

school librarian. )
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FIRST QUARTER STUDENTS OF ASSOCIATION LUTHERAN BIBLE SCHOJYL

Firet guorter sudenh of Ancciction Lutheran Bible Schogl are shows bere, Laft o right,
fop row, Comnls Brodes, Perile. Mian., Bichord Aosness, Doros, siss., Jpseph Siler, Binfeed,
H. Dok, lowls Falk, Besies, M. Dok, Befph Peieriea, Thisl Besr Falli, Minn, el Ridssnd
Andenon, Eow Grond Forka, Minn, Bolom row, Moussss Horteseh, Roy, M. Dak., Jeea Prailmeg,
Grafion, M, Dok, Bossmary Homsan, Peefland, M. Dok, Anelio Hougen, Porflond, M. Dok,
Jeconatis Hows, Boy, W, Dok, Mormo Hew, Pesils, ben, ssd Baanke Perguson, White Eorth,

M, Dok

Teatimonies
[ rersed Frowsi puige FI

When [ first considered Bible
gchool, | was a bit reluctant to
come, bui various events in my life
seemad o direct me to the AFLC
Bible School, and now I'm here and
am very glad of i

aince amiving. 1 have received
many blessings and have enjoyed
the followship | have found here,
both with God and with my fellow
ITheTL,

Joseph E. Miller
Binford, M. Dak.

(Joseph iz emploved at Peany's
Super Market,)
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CHURCH VOTES AFFILIATION

The Sunnyside Community
Church of Martin Lake, Post Of-
fice-Stacy, Minnesota, wvobted at
thetr guarterly meesting on Movem-
boer 7, 18648, to affiliate with the
Association of Free Lutheran Con-
pregations, Prior po this time they
were an inter-denominational com
miunity church consisting of about
30 families.

Martin Lake is approximately 30

miles north of Minneapolis.

NOTICE
The wrticle “A Fly in the Oint-
ment” which appeared In The

Lutheran Ambassador, October 4,
1566, by courtesy of the Tract Mis-
ghon, was written by Dr. Oscar C
Hnson,

WINTER BIBLE CONFERENCE

DATES SET

The 5th pnnunl Winter Bible
Conference will be held in the
Dalton, Minnesota, parish of the
Association of Free Lutheran Con-
gregations, Harry C. Molstre, pas-
tor, February 9-131, 18&7. Details
of  the & &fi-
nowmnced later

conference  will

The Lutheran Ambassador



We are now in the home stretch
for the Inpathering in the AFLC.
The fizcal year ends on January 31.
Wi thank all who have contributed
so penerously of their means again
this year. Mo special pressurg has
been exerted and no great campaign
has been conducted, As long as
our people are aware of their re-
sponsibility in this area, and send
in their gifts as they are led by the
Spirit, there is really no reason to
disturb this guiet work.

But we have not guite reached
aur goal as yet, though we are near-
ing it. You should know both of
these facts. The percentage of time
which has elapsed since last Febru-

STEWARDSHIP

ALL THAT | HAVE
IS THINE ALONE

ary 1 and the contributions which
hawe come in so far just abouf coin-
cide. But no one wing a race by
coasting in the final lap. That one
calls for a speclal and final exertion.
S0 1t is with us, too. We hereby urge
all who have not done what they
wipuld lke of intended to do to take
this matter in band right now and
send in their gifts before the end of
the month, Others, who already
have given, may find now that they
can and would like to add to their
previous gifts. God bless vou, May
all be done to the plory of the great
God whom we serve,

Iver Olson
Chairman, Stewardship Board

L.E.M. MIDWINTER
CONFERENCE SET

“Called to Chreistian Maturity™
will be the theme of the annual
Midwinter Evangelistic Conference
to be held in Minneapolls, Minn,,
January 24-28, The comlerence is
sponsored by the Lutheran Evange-
Listie Mowvement and sessions are
held at  Augustana  Lutheran
Church, Tth Street and 11th Aves
nue South,

Featured speaker at the fellow-
ship gathering which brings togeth-
er Lutherans from throughout the
United States and Canada will be
Dr. John Hunter of England. A
teacher, preacher and author, Mr.
Hunter will speak at eleven o'clock
each morning on the general topic
of the conference. He will also
preach at the evangelistic services
each might, Tussday through Thurs-
duy at T: 45,

Rev, Arthur Kaul, dicector of the
Concordia Tract Mission {Lutheran
Church—Migsouri Synod), will
speak at the Frday and Sunday

Januory 10, 1967

night services,

Saturday will be devoted to youth
sessions at Firsi Baptist Church,
10th Street at Harmon Place, Over
2,200 younpg people are expected to
attend.

Some of the other speakers par-
ticipating in the general sessions of
the midwinter conference are Pas-
tors Omar Gierness, morning Bible
teacher of Romans, MNelson Trout
and J. O, Gisselguist, and layman
Don Fladland of the Lutheran Blble
Instiionte in Seattle, Wash,

Prayer hours will be led by the
LEM evangelists, Sterling Johnson,
Mels Pedersen and Kenneth Elling-
0L

Bev, W, E HKlnwitter is the direc-
tor of the orpanization which is
described as “a free, spontamsous
movement  within - Lutheranism,
which has as its purpose, by God's
grivce, b0 revive and despen the splr-
itual life and fellowship of believ-
ers, o reach and win the lost for
Christ, and to encourage the use of
spiritual gifts for the extension of
Christ's kingdom.”

GOD'S BOOK

God's Word. today has been dis-
carded

By men, like garments old and
worL,

Who proudly claim they have dis-
covered

A fuller meaning of His Word.

They take this book that God has
given

For salnt and sinner as a guide,

And from its pages truths have riv-
en;

They even claim that God has died,

Some gay that Adam ne'er existed:

It's but a myth and nothing more.

And Jonah never had been swal-
lowed,

In three days cast upon the shore,

These are the learned, but rejecting

The truth that's found in Haly Writ,

May cause some soul to doubt and
stumble,

Eternally in darkness sit.

How long, O God, will men, but
mortal,

Insist to tear thy truths in twain

And turn to fables and Trustrations

Where light of lights instead should
reign?

This Book of books is God's creas
tlon

Ang will forever fill the need

For souls who seek in trus conirl-
tion

Forgivenass for their ovil deeds.

S0, soul, take heart and search its
PAEES,
Its words were writ' by God's own
hand.
The truth therein will pguide and
lead vou
At lagl info the Promised Land.
—i), W. Wehlander
De Lamere, M. Dak.

Quplafiesd frem e Ravied Stasdard Ve
wen of the Holy Bikls mre by permisios
of ®e Diviion of Chrinfies Edumtie of
ihe Maotonal Cowsall of Cherdbas of Chiiar
= the ULEA.
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Edited by Jane Thompson
HATHY WAS A CHRISTIAN

Eathilagn Bedis, aged 14, surdesd by a

fellow whsalmaole on on sarly Homwmber

mormag, won @ member of Fe Auoclobion
mangregatian @& Clogeat, Minsgioto, Herber
frang, pastor, Luther Leages ediler Joss
Thafpion =roie o Faoiter Frony acd adesd il
b wonld shore some thoughts ohast i
trogedy and the lollowsing setils |5 the re
wilt, The revilmasy of G poung @ldla lils
W & posd S5a k2 toka Fedn this new pywar

i the moming of November
iI7, o terrible tragedy struck
our city of Cloguet, Minnesota,
when Kathleen Marie Bodie, 14-
yvear-old high school girl, wos bru-
tally slain, | am sure many of you
eard the news or even read the
mews in yvour local paper
[ was on the West Coast closing
i saries of evangelistic meetings n
Calvary Lutheran Church, Everett,
Washington, when 1 recelved the
zad news. Afier the initial shock
worg off, 1 thought of Kathy's re
lationship 1o Jesus Christ. 'Was she
ready to meet her Savier? 1 thank
God that Kathy was a tree child
of God. In 1964, at our Family Hi
bie Carmp, sponsored by our church,
51, Paul's Lutheran Church, Clo-
quet, Minnesots, Kathy surrendered
her heart and life to Jesus Christ.
And she lved for Christ every day
On my return home by plane from
Seattle, Mr, Clifford Johngon, a dea-
con in my church, who, in my ab-
sence, also was in charge of my
confirmation class of which Kathy
wis a member, assured me that
H..i!h_\' had died in the Taith. It was
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nt confirmation the night before
the trogedy that Kathy once ngoin
expressed her faith in the Lord Je
sus Christ.

Kathy had a deep hunger for the
things of God, She had been per
secuted by other young people be-
cause of her strong Christian con-
viclions. Yel she would not allow
anyone to steer her away from thal
ane true poal in life and that was
to live Christ every day. Through
Kathy's parents | have leared that
Hathy had purpossd in her hearl
to becoms a missionary. At our lasi
missionary conference, held in owr
church ta October, her bupden o
Missons |.'I-I'I.'.Hr.|1.(| BEviEn ‘i-lrlll'l].'!'l.'.
However, God works in mysterious
wiys. 1 told my people that Kathy
perhaps will reach more peaple o
Christ through her death than she
could meach through her  life
Many peopls have been awnk-
ened in our community throoagh e
glorious witness,

[ had a wonderful cpportunity to
tell 400 of Kathy's classmates af o
memorial service held in our high
schonl about the Christ whom
Hathy loved so wery much, Kathy
prepared well for life because she
prepared well for eternily, She was
no foal, She lived with two worlds
im view at all times. She was ready
for death and being ready for death
she was ready to live. Her physical
life came to an end on November
17, but the influence she has left
upon her classmates continues o
go on. I thank God for the gloriouns
hope of the Chnstian faith, Jesus

said, “I am he that lveth, and was
dead: and behold. T am alive for-
evermorne, Amen; and have the keyvs
of hell and of death™ {(Rev. 1:18).
The road |« open through the cems-
tery. Christ is coming hack to claim
His own. At that time we shall be
reunited with those who have died
in faith. What a glorions regnion
that will be.

To impress upon each young per-
son the tremendous faith of Kathy
and also to challenge each young
person bo walk the way that Kathy
walked, | want to close with 12 res-
olutions which Kathy made when
she was 12 yeoars of age, These were
found by Hathy's mother several
days after Kathy's home pgoing
They were made on December 27,
1864, several months after her dedi-
cation unto the Lord and they were
resalutions for the year 1965,

1, To talk with CGod al a certain
time each day

2. To ask myself before doing
anything if God would approve of i

3. To try not to grumble, sass,
or displease nnvone

4. To put my full heart and soul
into my Sunday school lessons,
schoolworlk, [(lute plaving i
housework,

5. Toa wash my face, comb my
hair, and brush my testh at least
twice o day

6. To try and be more quiet and
atudious in schossl

7. To act less like notural man:
proud, selfish, boastful, greedy,
covelous, ungrafieful sassy, or in
other words, just plain meéan: bkl
instesd, be kind and pracious so as
to pet along with others as well as
with my God

B. To try and take better care of
my clothes and my possessions

9 Toa not waste a second of
precious thme God has given me

10. To keep some sort of diary.

11. To better myself in every
wiay [ possibly can

12. To be a true child of God

I trust that these resolutions will
b yvour resslutions this coming
YEar,

Pastor Herbert L, Frinz
St. Paul's Lutheran Church
Clogquet. Minnesota

The Lautheian Ambassadod



T HIM BE THE GLORY
Mrs. Lars Stalshroten

Eugens, Dregon

Did wou ever plan o trip and then
lig awake wondering if this were
really the right thing to do? When
such is the case how good it is to
get a word from the Lord, a preen
light that erases all doubt. Such
was the case when we planned owr
irip o Morway Insi summer. My
hushand had received an invitation
L ip&ﬂ.k 8t & j.'uulh Biblp Cilmp
in the Midwest al the time we
pianned to leave. Since he felt this
wias of the Lord, it would mean that
our son Oliver and I would go
alone without him. In times like
these with war, air sirikes and
crashes, was such a trip justifiable
and would we be reunited again as
L Tamily? If was at such & moment
of doubt that the Lord gave re-
lease by a word: "My presence
shall go with thee and I will give
thee rest.”

The literal fulfillment of this
promise made our trip exciting and
different. COnly becauze we had His
Word could we relax in the flight
from Portland (o MNew York and
then from Kennedy Airport 1o Lon-
don at breathtaking speed, We mar-
veled how anyone could doubi the
existence of God as we beheld His
majesty in the heavens and on the
garth.

We arrived in Lomdon during the
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Billy Graham Crusade and although
we made several attempts to attend
the meetings at Earl's Court, we
never ot in. People came running
from all directions, mostly teen-
agerd—many with long hair. The
impact of the Crusade was certain-
Iy Felt in London, and it filled ane
with a sense of awe to konow that
again this preat metropolis of the
world was belng visited. For want
of hotel accommodations we short=
ened our stay in England by toking
& ferry from Mewcastle, stralght
neross to Bergen, Norway. There we
wire met by Alida Grimstad from
Astorin, Oregon, who was visiting
her sister at Hunven, just outside
of Bergen. The welcome and the
good rest was just what we needed
before the next stop in Bergen
where Lars and | had spent such
happy yvears when he was pastor of
the Free Church there in 19461948,
Old familiar places had not dimmed
but rather seemed more attractive,
for Bergen has a charm all its own,
The highlight=s as we visited in the
homes of our former people cannot
be related here: only that fo ses gur
voung pesple af B0 yvears previous
now married with families of their
own and still active in the church
was indeed heartwrarming. The older
people, some of them retired, were
rejoicing in the finished work of
Calvary. One man sald, *Be sure to
tell Swlsbroten that now both my

wife and [ are saved, and we know
i."” Tears streamed down faces at
the Sunday morning service as we
preeted one after the other and thay
recounted what the Lord had done
since last we mel

In Csle we stayed at Seminar
Heimen, which is the Seminary of
the Lutheran Free Church, and
which receives summer guests,
Arne Knudsen, who used to live In
Brooklyn where he was such a
great help to my hushand when ha
served the 59th Street Church, is
now a businessman in Osbo, He and
his wife are very active in Chris-
tian circles and to meet them was
the beginming of many new con-
tacts. We marvelled how God's
pecple meet each other and how
they feel right at home even though
they have never mat before.

During our six weeks in Norway,
we viglied relatives and friends far
and near, Many changes had taken
place as with téars they told us of
those who had suddenly been taken
home in the prime of their youth,
yet in each case they hod come to
know the Lord. 'What an indication
of how God deals with families
who have God-fearing and praving
relatives. Hardly a day passed but
that someons would relate how they
wepe gaved at guch and such a
service, It was like walking through
a garden picking beautiful flowers,
The sower went forth to sow and
twenty years later there was @
harvest, even as the Lord predicted
(Isa. 55:11}.

On our last day in Morway we
had been invited to a8 dinner by a
man from Kristiansand whom we
had never met hefore bui who was
always on the aleri to meet and
help people, When he heard we
were going to Denmark, he said,
“That's just where my wile and 1
are going tomorrow—to o Bible
conference at Myborgstrand, That's
jusi the place for you,”™ The Lord
used him to arrange for us to meet
o Christian couple from Finland
who were also going to the con-
ference. We joined them in Copen-
hapen where we travelled by train,
with many others all going 1o My-
borgstrand—people from Norway,
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Denmark, Sweden, and Finland
Twao brothers, John and Paul Mad-
gen from Copenhagen, have been
led to invite believers from all
Europe to gather annually for o
week of fellowship., Many of them
come from dead churches and are
50 hungry for fellowship. We had
never heard so many languages
spoken nor such warmth and joy
in the Lord, Although Dr, Martyn
Liloyvd-Jones  from  Westminister
Chapel, London, was the main
speaker, actually there was no main
person, no collectlons, no special
singing, no divislon of young and
old, Yet there were scores of young
people, many older people, even a
GI family who brought a German
family and who lived in tenls and
ate ] rations in order o be thers,
Interpreters relayed the messages.
As the 800 people sang together, ate
topether, and prayed as they
studied the Word, one couldn't
help feeling that owr whole irip was
worth this unigque expéeriencea.

As we conversed, we met a Chris-
tiam girl from Switzerland who gave
us the address of like-minded folks
in Zurich. Since we went there
directly from Denmark, it was in-
deed a joy to meet them. In this
beautiful home we stayed at no
cost, only what we felt led vo give.
These friends in turn pave us &
contact in Amsterdam; 50 no matter
where we were, it seemed (he pres-
ence of the Locd was with us, All
along we had encountered the best
weather; only in Switzerland did
haze hide the beautiful Alps From
view,

Travelling on  transcontinental
teaing in Europe 15 comfortable and
it affords a nearness to the fnhaki-
tapts of the wvarous  counbries,
Crossing the Alsace-Lorraine we
still heard arguments as to which
country it belonged. In Holland the
attractions are much the same as
they have always been—canals,
windmills, and flowers. In Amster-
dam we attended a Dutch church
but lefe it feeling cald, partly be-
cauge we could not understand the
language, To compensate, we
looked up the address which had
baen given us and muech to our
surprise, a hearty walcome was ex-
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tended even though they had never
heard of us before, On the wall of
this home hung a molbo with the
exact promize which had meant
sz much to us all during our
travels. The sisters who lived here
wiere all school teachers, so we had
many things in common, Belore we
left they sang for us, amd we re-
corded, “Great Is Thy Falthfulness"
and several of thelr favorite hymns
in Dutch.

The last day before we boarded
the jet for direct flight to Portland,
Oregon, who should show up bui
one of the three sisters. She had
come to pray that we might have
g =ale journey home, Where among
the unsaved can one find friends
like thess? Once dp in the air thers
are many commitments that take
place. One of these was a desp
sense of unworthiness and lack of
faith.

Reunited asz a family at our
home | Eugene, how could we
but have a prajge service in that we
ackaowledped “to Him  belonged
the glory™; to us the shame that we
trist Him so little,

(Editor's Mote: Mrs. Stalsbroten,
who will co-author the WMFE Bible
stuclies for 1867 with her husband,
worked in the US. Intelligence De-
partiment under General Elzenhower
in Europe durtng the Second Workd
War.)

WORTH CENTRAL MINNESOTA
DISTRICT WMF RALLY
HELD AT SHEVLIMN

The Morth Central Minnesota Dis-
trict of the Women's . Missionary
Federation met at (he Landstad Lu-
theran Church, Shevlin, Minn, on
Mov. 1, 1966 Mrs, Birdesn Holt
Foaston, distelct president, presided
and Miss Ona Broden was the pign-
ist for the day,

A welcome was extonded by Mrs.
A, 0, Tommeraasen, president of
the Landstad Ladies Aid. Devotions
were glven by Mrs. Art Mordin and
“I'm a Pilgrim" was the title of the
solo sung by Pastor Ingvald Nosum.

The thems song, “Spirit of God,
Descend Upon My Heart,” was sung
before Pasior Gens  Sundby pre-
genfed the Bikle study om Isalah

55:1 and John T: 37, 38. He stresscd
the importance of being living wit-
nesses for the Lord and Savior, We
were favored by several musical
numbers from the Shevlin, Winger
and Perley parishes and also the
WMF chorus.

Al the business mesting, minutes
of the previous mestings were read
by Mrs. Oscor Raaen in the ab-
sence of the regular secretary and
were approved as rend, Officers
glected were Mrs. Lewis, vice-presi-
dent: Mra Reuben Moland, treas-
urer; and Mrs Ingman Bolstad,
secretary. An invitation was eX-
tended from the Mt Carmel Lu-
theran Church of Melatash for the
WMF spring mesting,

The aftermoon  was opened by
singing the hymn, “Hark, the YVoice
of Jesus Calling,” and also our
theme song. A prayer session Wi
lad by Mrs. Marvin Undseth and
devalions were led by Mra. Haldor
Hegg. Mrs. E. B. Holte was the
gspeaker for the afterncon,

The offering was given to the
General Fund and the Bethany Bible
Camp.

Sixty-iwo  persons  wers repgis-
tered, Of thess four were pastors,

It was a crisp and cool, but beau-
tiful day and we enjoved peod fel-
lowship for which we give thanks
to our heavenly Father, We are
grateful to the Shevlin Ladies Aid
for being our gracious hostesses and
for the lovely moon meal and cof-
fee breaks, We closed by praying
the Lord's Praver and the benedic-
tion waz pronounced by host pas-
tor Marvin Undseth.

Mrs. Oscar Ranen
Temparary Secretary

MISSION PROGRAN
PRESENTED BY ZION
LADIES AID IN TIOGA

The Ladies Ald of Zion Lutheran
Church, Tioga, ™. Dak, conducied
a family mission program on Sun-
day, Mov. 20, Mrs. Eilert Haaken-
son, president, was the leader,

The audience sang “Hark, the
Voice of Jesus Calling."” For devo-
tions Mrs. Roy Syverson read Psalm
100 and offersd a wordhip poa

[ Credimed o pargae 1]
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CHRISTMAS IN RETROSPECT

Christmas 1866 is past, Without doubt, many pleas-
ant memovies linger for ws all if the season was not
marred by amv personal tragedies, Fime pifis were
received and joy experienced in giving presents (o
friends and loved ones, Perhaps it was possible to be
“back home" for Christmas or to have members of the
family comse to wvisit ws. The detection of a greater
apirlt of friendship and brotherhood during the season
WAS ENCOUrAEINE onoe REain,

But the American Christmay scene i not wilhout
its nagging doubls, too. 1t is a Christinn festival, bt
is it being observed as it ought to be? If there are
violntions committed, are they all due to the uncom-
mitted (or wncopveried)? Should a second look be
taken at our whole approach to this blessed season?

Take the matter of gift-giving. for example. We nra
tofd that it is an 8L -billion-dollar matter each year
now, exclusive of the paper and ribbon in which
the gifts are wrapped and the postage with which
some of them are sent. In order to handle sales and
delivery of such a volume of merchandisa, merchants
are finding if increasingly difficult to contain the
Chelstmaz rush In the some four weeks between
Thanksgiving and Christmas. The shopping season is
gpilling more and more this side of Thanksgiving. And
who are we to condemn f(he stores for taking a step
toward self-preservation (albeit with profit) in the
face of o business flood that is continuing to spiral?
Or is it our thought that the harried and harrazsed
clerks and delivery bovs are just golng to have fo
put in more bime at their jobs while we fence the
growing Christmas push into four or five weeks?

The othor alternative I8 (o take another look at
our gift-giving. Gifts are ostensibly {apparently) given
in remembrance of the great gift of God, the Lord
Jesus Chrst, Therefore, the thought is a beautiful
one, but is a great buying spree which leaves shopper,
clerk and postal employes fatipued when Christmas
does come—is this honoring Lo either the Father or
the Son? Gifts given ta charily are those most in
the spirit of Jesus who came to minister and to give
His life a ransom for many. But in the face of Christ-
mas debts that may have to ke spread over several
months if they are going to be paid, charity may
et little more than o nod,
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To give uwp the idea of gift-giving to friends and
loved omes would be to border on heresy in the eyes
of many, and we would not suggest It Bub possibly
some of the volume of gift-giving could be transferred
o the birthdays of individuals. That is. larger presents
could be given then in ploce of those usually given
at Christmas or in addition to token pifts given at
the haly season.,

The custom of sending greeting cards ought not
to be digseontinued. but there should be no ridicule
townrd those who give the practice up in the interests
aof time and economy. If friends should go through the
vear without any written word of greeting. that
wiomld be too bad, but if they cheose some other oc-
casion than Christmas to remember one another
there should be no objection,

Much more could ba zaid on the subject of our
Chriztmas ochservance, but this will suffics, What
we are concerned about is whether we are presently
obssrving the birthday of Jesus in the propor manner,
It may be well to ask whether a non-Chrilstlan visitor
to America at Christmas time would be able to clearly
tell what the purpose of all the activity is. Many
times, we are afroid, he would be baffled by it all

Christmas is so many wonderful things. It is
steeped In memories for each of wa. But how can
the pace be slowed a bit, how can Chrst be kept
cefitral in our observance, or be made centrnl? What
are we willing to change without changing the heart
of Christmas? These are the guestions that parade
across our minds. If any have found the way to a
merg  meaningful Christmas for thelr families, we
woulld be glad io share such with readers of The
Lutheran Ambassador,

THIS 15 A NEW YEAR

The new year of 1967 Iz here, The twentieth
century is twa-thirds over, Time marches on,

But we @re not writing now to fx our place
in history's evaluation of this century. That [s for
othees who follow ws o do, We wish merely o
look ahead into the year before us and to suggest
what may be in store for the fellowship known as
the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations. Mo
one of us knowing what our times may be, what we
envigion now may have little resemblance to what
history records a year from now, but we must always
look forward with the kEnowledge we do now have,

The big single event we anticipate in the year
15 the ordination of the first graduating ciass of Free
Lutheran Seminary. The ordination of most of the
men will take place at the Annual Conference af a
site vet to be made known, Their commissioning will
signal the bepinning of a flow of new ministerial
strength into the church each year, as the Loed peo-
vides, God hos supplied some pastor transfers from
other Luthéran communions since the merger, bit
it should be evident to all that to these must be
added men who are trained by us.
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Therefore, ordination day, June 1B, 1867, will be
a red-letter day in the life of our church, We trust that
many of you will have the opportunity to be present
and that the occasion may be marked by a special
service of thanksgiving and praise to the Lord who
provides the workers for the harvest fields, Young
men, conservatively trained and with warm hearts for
the Gospel and for people, will step Into the breaches
whaore they are so sorely needed.

Mission work will be strengthened in 1967, Pos-
sibly new workers will be sent to Brazil, although
there 12 nothing definite on this yet. A Bible schoaol
is to be started there this vear, and out of this will
come evangelists who can assist in the spiritual rec-
lamation of their own people. This has long been
Missionary John Abel's vision and it is shared by the
Mission Board, Mevertheless, there will always be
n need for those missionaries who go oul to other
countees and assist in the proclamation of the Gos-
pel, We trust that the Lord will supply the workers
here, too, as the necds arise.

Pastor L. C. Dynneson wrode in his Christmas
letter of growing opportunities in Arizopa. It sounds
ag though several iypes of outreach can be tried thero
if it is the mind of the church o attempt them.

This vear should see construction begun and com-
pleted on & dormitory-classroom building for our Bible
school in Minneapolis, Thirteen students were encolled
in the first qguarter, If even thirteen more students were
added 1o that number next September, we would have
real problems in accommodating them. Possibly there
will be more than thal, So something will have to e
done, The situation is being studied by the Board of
Trustess of the Schools.

A Luther League conventlon s being planned [or
next summer, Summer employment and Bible camps
compele with plans for the convention, but we hope
that o sizeable turnout can be renlized. Among the
other statistics which wo do not have about our church
is the number of our youth. But there must be o con-
siderable amount of them, Only a few of those now
in senior high school and above atiend the Bible
camps. Every leaguer ought to go to a convention
at least once in his lifetime {conventions will be held
only every two years) and this may be the vear for
vour Luther Leaguer to po, Sure, & will cost some-
thing, but this investment may be more meaningful
than soime others that are made.

The work of the church goes on. It touches many
argas. Time does not suffice to speak of the Wamen's
Missionary Federation, parish education, stewardship,
pensions, Family Bible Camp, the district octivities,
winter Eible conference, ete, And the heari of it all
is the local congregation and the work done there,

What is the task in which we are engaged? It is
making Jesus Christ known. It is summed up In that
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saying that the Luther League used to talk aboul—
helping people to “know, live and share Christ and
His forgiveness."” That states it pretiy well, Whether
wie send out mew pastors, build o dormitory in Min-
neapolis or a classroom in Campo Mourno, charter a
train coach for Luther Leaguers poing to Kalispell,
print a Sunday school booklet or conduct a stewardship
workshop, it i all for that ultimate purpose. With
that thought before us we ought (o be able to enter
the open doors which the Lord graciously continues
1o place before us.

LENGTH OF TERM

Our readers will remember that one of the poinis
in the Rules for Work presented to the last Annual
Conference which provoked lively discussion was the
number of consecutive terms (o term is three years)
which may be served by the presidency of the As-
sociation. The committes which proposed changes in
the Refes jor Work to the conference did not suggest
any limitation of terms. But it was obvious that there
was considerable sentiment in favor of lmitation at
Thief River Falls,

Mo agreement being reached last June, the matter
ig carried over to the mext conference Tor resalution
and the final vote will not come until 1568,

Today's Ambassader containg the first “Letier
io the Editor” on this subject. And it s, we hope, only
the First of many on the topic. Please accept this in-
vitation to comment on this situation which is of
special interest to the chunch,

In the interest of ng full freedom of expression &s
possible, we shall not print the writers' names un-
bess that is specifically asked. But the cloak of anany-
mity mist nol be the occasion to deal in personalities
past, present or future, However, the lefters must be
signed when sent to the editor If they are to be pub-
lished at all,

The question of whether the terms of the pres|-
dency should be limited has twe sides to it and should
bring forth spirited discussion. Cur papges are open

L il

NOTICE

The current fiscal yvear in the Association of
Free Lutheran Congregations ends on Jamsary
I, 1967,

Contributions for the present fiscal year must
be postmarked nol later than January 31 in order
io be credited to that vear,

Your cooperation is appreciated.
Thank You,

The Lutheran Ambassador



Pastor K. 5 Persson, Astoria, Ore.

HE people that walked in

darkness have seen a greal
light and upon them hath the light
shined. . _and there came forth a
man oul af the tomba. '

It was Plato who thought of men
living in the caves of their own
delusions, chained with their backs
to the entrance =0 that they see
anly the sunlight of reality as a
shadow upon the walls.

Then by some preat act of will
and strength one of the slaves
bhreaks loose from his chains into
the true universe of light, Behold-
ing the wonders of such illumina-
tion he iz at once eager to libernte
his brothers and so stumbles back
imta the darkness of the cave; but
his brothers prefer to stone him to
death rather than accept discovery
of the message of the existing light.

In m very real sense we, too, were
af the coves and chained until the
prest Light shined upon us, We
have known what it is to be ig-
norant, disobedient, and deceived—
slaves of various desires. We were
hateful and we hated one another.
We saw the shadows upon the wall
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until the day that Christ set us free,
Amnd we have known of those who
broke loose from the chains and
beheld His wondrous Hght, and then
plunged hack inla the caves Lo tell
the glories of prace. There was
Wicliffe, the Moming Star shining
forth n grievous darkness. The
Light shined spon him and he saw
that the elements of the commun-
ion do not change. And he weni
back into the caves (o tell them,
But those in the caves did not like
this and they tried to make it dark-
er by threatening anyone with
death of they possessed his writ-
ings. But the Light still shined
Hus came out of the cave and
he plunged back into the stumbling
dorkness, bui the only light those in
the caves could endure was the
flame of his bodv at the stake.
And there was Savonarola, He
made the mistake (o suggest that
the church would be punished, and
that it would be renewed agoin,
Bui such suggestions are noi nice
to those who cannod e any im-
perfections in synodical decrees,
even though those decrees might

hinder the Light, and so there was
another flame to light up the
caves—a singing fagot that burned
ever 50 brightly as the Mames lit
up the blackness of that night.

So also an maignificant man like
Luther. His cave was o psonastery.
He was chained there, even in a
monastery, with the heavy weight
of sin. There was no Heght from his
flagellations,

Bame did see the rellections
upon the wall and =suppested that
there was forgiveness with God.
But it was really through the Word
that the Light shined. And again,
thase in the caves could not endure,

And times have not changed,
Really, There are still those in the
caves. They say that they want ecu-
menism—we really should all be
ong. But thew do not realize that
such cannot take place in the caves.

We can prove this, There was a
cave at Treot, I have never heen
there, but 1 am told that there |
was decided that if anvone said
that he was [ustified by faith alone
withiout good works, that he was to
e regarded as anathema. Which in
todav’s refined langunge mezns that
if those In the caves had the power
they would still light up their caves
with such lanatlcs They siill say
this—and they say that they will
never chanpe their position,

A person can never change his
position if he s still chained, You
see, according o many  church
leaders we ane supposed to go back
into the enoves and be with them,
evien though they admic that they
will never change—nol even il the
Word of God savs that we ane
gavied by grace, that it is a gift
af God and not of works, lest any
mian should boast.

Some leaders just don’t seem (o
realize that when people do not
wani Jesus as 8 Savior they do not
winnl the Light (o shine in the dark-
mess, We know something about
this. having known what it is 1o
be lgnorant, disobedient amd de-
ceived—slaves of various desires,
we were hateful and hated one an-
other. And we have passed fram
darkness into light. Because upon
us the Light has shined

Pege Fleven
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Settons

TO THE EDITOR

|

Dear Sir:

I am writing concerming para-
graph 7 of the Revised Rules for
Waorle. I would like w put down
first the reasons which T have heard
agirinst the limitation of the num-
ber of terms spent in the offices of
the AFLC.

Reasons agninst the limitations:

I. The first mason mentioned is
that 0 good mon would be lost to
office after many years of faithful
service and that both his service
and leadership as well as his image
in the eves of others would be lost.

2. Also mentioned has been the
fact that many other churches and
groups have no restractions or limi-
tations on the number of terms to
be held by one man, Especially men-
tionid to support this are the other
Lutheron churches of wday and the
old Lutheran Free Church.

4. The third reason given is that
this would show a lack of confi-
denee in the ability of the conler-
ence or of the AFLC as a whaole.

MNow 1 would like to answer thesa
TEASONS,

Reasons for the limitations on
ierms 1o be held by the officers of
the AFLC:

I. We are local congregations as-
gociating, a congregation-church,
as Prolessor Georg Sverdrup would
call it. We have learned a painful
lesson concerning taking our free-
dom and rights for granted. Because
of the experience we have passed
through, many of our local cone
pregations have a clausa in their
constitution that they recognizs no
body or majority of congregations
over them, We are under no extra-
congregational power, This was not
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lack of faith in the AFLC but rath-
er 4 safeguard which we feel is nec-
essary after our past experiences.
Our emphasis & on the local eon-
gregution and upon their individual
power and rights. To have a ter-
mination is therefore not a lnck
of confidence but rather a neces-
sary safeguard,

2. The old LFC had no restric-
tions on the number of terms their
officers could hold, Therefore it was
cisy for ong group to gain power
and exerl that power over the Con-
ferencea.

I believe that all who came oul
of the old LFC into the AFLC did
s because they believed in the
Rules jor Work and the Guiding
Principles. Yet in spite of these
Guiding Principles look what hap-
pened there. We aore, at least in
part, a living testimony that there
ware not enough guidelines in the
ald LFC.

4, One of the reasons for un-
limited terms is that we need a man
who will create an image for us in
the eves of others, that in a sense
he will be the epitome of the AFLC.
Is that what we want? [ do not be-
leve so. We do wani a God-fearing
man whom we can love, respect
and look up to as well as to follow,
and we do want a man who will
create a pood bmage 0 the eyes of
aothers: buf, we are a congregation.
church. It seems as though this
idea of & man in leadership iz a
completely different attitude, It is
synodical rother than congregation-
al. We do not neceasarily want such
a min of such a position.  Our
emphasiz is on the congregational
level and our president is the mod-
erator for that group.

4 The best arpument of all
apainst the limitations is that of los-
ing the service of a good man, Also
involved in this [s the fact that it
takes considerable time to become
acquainted with the position. This is
a gound reason and one not lglht-
ly passed over. But there is a
price to pay for every safeguard.
T look, however, only on the ideal-
istic side where a godly man will
be in office and will lead well for
15, 20 or 30 years and that his sue-
cessors will follow would be 1o ig-
nore the human nature of every
min and the holds of greed and
pride that can eventually pet hold
on any man who is nat completely
and continually dependant upon
God. Because we have a pood man
in office today iz no guarantes that
all to follow shall be the same,

Another factor to be considered
in this iz that & man who holds an
office for o certain number of years
ghapes himself to the office, but a
man who holds an office for a great
number of years shapes the office
to himself.

Then, too, it might possibly be
good for & man to come away from
the office of president for thres
years and again be in the parish
that he might again become famil-
iar with a different poini of view,
and that If re-elected later he could
come back with renewed strength,
dedication, and possibly new ideas.
Certainly his not being president
would net  diminish  his  stetuee
NMonNgE Us

We are now setting up the Rules
for Waork for posterity (we hope),
by which we will operate until our
blessed Lord returns. Mow is the
time for expression on both sides
of the issue so that oll points might
be duly considered before the final
decision is made. May God lead and
guide us in this as in all that we
attempt to do as individuals, con-
gregations and as an Assoeiation,
that we might move ferward in
pationee, love and understanding,
and that all that is done might he
to the glory of God and the furher-
ance of the AFLC in serving Him,

Name withheld
Minnesota

The Lutheran Ambassadar



Women for Christ

[Confinined frori page B
The ladies’ choir sang “'Something
for Jesus.”

Mr. Richard Gunderson, a studeant
at Frep Lutheran Seminary in Min-
neapolis, spoke of the need in mis-
sions both at home and in Foreign
fields pnd how we should give our
youth the real encouragement they
neied when they express a desire o
help In God's work.

A ledies' trio consisting of Mrs,
Lester Lalim, Mrs. CUIf Iverson and
Mra, Art Haakenson, accompanied
on the plano by Mrs, Kenneth My-
landsr, sang “Little 8 Much When
God Is in It." Mrs. E, Hankenson
gave o few remarks, followed by
the offering. The audience sang “0
Zion, Haste, Thy Mission High Ful-
filling." followed by the Lond's
Prayer prayed in unizon,

After the meeting all adjourmed
to the dining room for a hotdish
luncheon.

Zion Lutheran has donated to all
the WMF projects and many at-
tended this special program,

Mrs. Arnold Blikre
Secretary, Tion Ladies Aid

It is with great joy and thanhks-
giving that I can now report Lo the
women of our Women's Missionary
Federation that we have met and
exceeded the proposed budget
(512,000.00) Tor this vear

The Executive Board is grateful
for the enthusiasm shown by vouwr
giving to the vardous projects As
we begin a4 new year, with an in-
creased budget, and with the ox-
panding program of our church, we
must continue (0 grow in odr acti-
vities in order that we may mani-
fest our love for Him who first
loved us, Pray God to give us the
visign (o see the opporfunities thai
are ours if only we will give this
program of owr church work owre
support in prayers and gifes,

Mrs. R. M. Konsterlie, WMF
Treasurer
Route |, Willmar, Minn. S630]

(Ed, Mote: The fiscal year ends
on Jenuary 31, All gifts received
durlng Jenuary are credited fo the
ald wear.)
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A Word to Congregations Considering
Affiliation with the Association
of Free Lutheran Congregations

The Association of Free Lutheran
Congregations 15 a growing fellow-
ship. Congregations often ask what
action they must take to become
a part of the Assoclation. The Co-
ordinating Commities, therefore,
prepared the following resolution as
a suggestion to congregations con-
sidering affilintion with the Asso-
ciatian.

This resolution draws attention
to the fact that:

I. The Assoclation is thoroughly
Lutheran in doctrine.

2. The Association is a fellowship
among congregations and individ-
uals of Hke mind and spiric

A The Association has institu.
tions, namely, a seminary and Bi-

ble school, and a mission oulreach
both home and foreign, to which we
commil ourselves and from which
we will receive blessings,

4. The Association has a clergy
roster from which pastors of the
congregation’s own chodee con be
called,

8. Ioining the Association in no
way takes away any freedom or
autonomy but assures i

Resolutions to affiliste with the
Association must in no way conflict
with the consttution of the con-
gregation and it must be adopted
at n legally called business meest-
ing. The =ecretary of the Assoria-
tion ig to be notified of such actlon
A% S00n a8 possible.

PROPOSED RESOLUTION FOR CONGREGATIONS DESIRING TO
AFFILIATE WITH THE ASSOCIATION
OF FREE LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS

RESOLVED:

Inasmuch as we are a Lutheran congregation and unmeservedly sub-
seribe to the Apostolic, Micene, and Athanasian creeds, Luther's Small
Catechism, and the Unaliered Augsburg Confession, and. . |

Desiring to establish a cloger fellowship with congregations of like

mind and spirit, and.

Desiring to support and benefit from theologically conservative and
spiritually alive Institutbons of higher education, and. .
Desiring 1o have a part in a mission outreach both in America and

on foreign fields, and. . .

Desiring o source from which we may call & pastor of our choice

We hereby adopt the Fundamental Principles of the Association of
Free Lutheran Congregations as a part of our doctrine and request af-
fillation with the Association of Free Lutheran Congrogations, recog-
nizing that this affiliation in no way takes away any of our freedom or

au ooy, bt cother assures it
Adopted on this the
int the year nineteen hundred

legally called business mesting of the congregation,

_ day of _
— . at a
Sigmed
Chojrren
Sacrajary
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FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES
of the Association of Free Luthéran Congregations

1. According to the Word of God, the congregation is the right
form of the Kingdom of God on earth.

2, The congregation consists of believers who, by using the meins
of grace and the spiritual gifts as directed by the Word of God. seek
salvation and #iermal blessedness for themselves and for their fellowmen,

1, According to the Mew Testament, the congregation needs an ex-
ternal organization with membership roll, election of officers, stated
tirmes and places for its gatherings, and other similar provisions.

4, Members of the organized congregation are not in every instance
believers, and such members often derive false hope from their éxternal
connection with the congregation. It is therefore the sacred obligation of
the congregation to purify itsell by the quickening preaching of the Word
of God, by earmest admonition and exhoriation, and by expelling the
openly sinful and porverse,

5. The congregation directs its own affairs, subject to the authority
of the Word and the Spirit of God, and acknowledges no other ecclesias-
tical authority or government above itself,

6. A free congrepation esteems and cherishes all the spiritual gifts
which the Lord gives for its edification, and seeks to stimulate and en-
courage their use.

7. A Free congregation gladly sccepts the mutual pssistance which
the congregations can give ong another in the work for the advancement
of the Kingdom of God.

8 Such assistnnoe consists partly in the mutual sharings of spiritual
gilts among congregations through conferences, exchange visits, lay
activities, ete,, whereby congregations are mutually edified, and partly
in the voluntary and Spirit-prompted cooperation of congregations for
the accomplishing of such tasks as exceed the ability of the individual
congregalion.

89, Among such tasks may be mentioned specifically the training of
pastors, distribution of Bibles and other Christian literature, home mis-
siogns, foreipn missions, Jewish missions, deaconess homes, children's
homes, and other works of mercy.

1l Free congregations have no right (o demand that other congrega-
tiong shall submit to their opinbon_ will, judgment, or decision; therefore,
domination by a majority of congregations over a minorlty 18 to be
rejectad.

1. Agencies Tound desirnble for conducting the joint activities of
congregations, such as conferences, committess, officers, etc., cannot in
a Free Luthéran Congregation impaose any oblipations or restrictions, exert
any compulsians, or lay any burden upon the Individual congregation, bit
huve the right only jo make recommendotions o, and requesis of, con-
gregations and individunals.

12. Every free congrégation, as well as every individual boliever, is
constrained by the Spirit of God and by the privileges of Christian fove
to do good and to work for the salvation of souls and the guickening of
spiritual life, as far as its abilities and power permit. Such free spiritual
activity is limited neither by parish nor by synodical boumnds.
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WINTER BIBLE CONFERENCE
SET FOR DALTON

The fifth Annunl Winter Bible
Conference of the Assoclation of
Free Lutheran Congregations will
be held in the Dalton, Minn., par-
ish, Harry C, Malstre, pastor, Feb.
8-12, 1867, Some housing will be
available in the parish. Holel and
motel accommodations can be se-
cured in Fergus Falls, Minn,

Program details and housing in-
structions will be announced later,

BE CAREFUL FOR NOTHING

(The following posm was writ-
ten im 1BSO by the prandmother of
Mra, Simon Sherbrooke, Pelican
Rapids, Minnesota, who submitted
it to The Lutheran Ambassedor.)

I care mot how dark the valley,
Mor how thick the thorns may be;
If T hold the hand of my Father,
And know that He leadeth me.

I care not how sharp the lightning,

Mor how loud the thunder's roar;

My Father holds the clouds in His
hands,

And the storm will soon pass o'er,

I care nat how high the mowntmin,

Mor how steep the road may be;

If 1 know that my Father is at the
Lop,

And lovingly calling me,

I care not how wide the ocean,

Mor how high the billows roll;

Though my Lord lies “aslesp on &
pillow,"

I knowr that He cares For my soul,

| care not how barren the desert,
If my Master bids me stay;

I know that my food and raiment,
Will come in His own good way.

Then why should 1 have irowhle,

Since 1 cast my coare upon God?

It destroys the sting of the chas-
tening,

To know that love sends the nod

Addie May Riggs

The Lutheren Ambasepdor
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GLEANINGS FROM AN
ERTOR'S READING

May | say to you who doubl: Let
Jesus come into your life, and He
will perform the great mirocle alsn
in yoa, That is the way we Were
cured of our doubts.

You are standing o little too
aloof. You are looking dewn upon
Jesus. When you kneel before Him,
as the rest of us have done, you,
pon, will 2o Him as vour Savior,—
0. Hallesby in God's Word for To-
dov {Augshurg Publishing House) .

If a converled person is not con-
tagious by virtue of his very exist-
ence, then there s reason 1o doubl
the genuineness of his conversion,
—Theodor Bovet in The Rood fo
Salvation, (Doubleday & Co., Ine).

W can no longer be comfortable
in the face of the tremendous evil
in the waorld. Christians are going
io have o make a cholee: stand
up for what vou profess or pel oul,
There iz no real choice. If you can’t
make the teaching of Jesus rels-
vani, you are already oul—C. B,
Burt in Look, Dec. 27, 1966,

An able Protestant Church his-
tarian and ecumenist who has writ-
ten for our resders exomplifies
some of the dangers and ambigui-
ties of dialogue in a series of arti-
cles he has composed on the
Protestant Reformation of the 16th
century. Although there Ls much in
what he says with which we can
apres, it would be a disservice to
Catholic-Protestang  understanding
ta remain stlent about some of his
assertions, One of them is that the
movement bed by Luther and Cal-
vin was neCEssary hecaunse righr.
doctring had censed to be laught,
or wis obhscured in the [6th cen-
tury gnd continues to be obscured
to this day, This a Catholic can nev-
er accept—FPmul H. Hallett in The
Register (Roman Catholich, Nov
X7, 1965,

Jomwary 10, 1967

But fet us thank God that He is
silent. It means that we can still
get the Gospel ouf, for the means
of Grace are still effective. Salva-
tion 18 available, forgiveness |x
avallahle, the Holy Spieit is avail-
abbe. 1t is still true that os many as
received lim, fo them gave he poiw-
ar (o become the sons of God, God
has not canceled His free and un-
marited offer—yet.—Editor in De-
ciston, December, 1966,

12 LUTHERANS IN 80TH
CONGRESS; & SENATORS,
I REPRESEMTATIVES

Washington (MLC)—Throe seats
in the Senote and ten others in the
House will be occupied by Luther-
pn& when the %h Congress con-
venes n mid-January,

The church body affilintion in
hath the Senate and the House en-
compasses each of the three major
baodles in thig country: the Lutheran
Church in America, the American
Luthernn Church, and the Lutheran
Church-Mizsourl Synod.

All three Senators and one of the
Representatives are Democrats. The
ning other Congressmen are He-
publicans.

Newly elected to the Senate was
Emest F, Hollings, a former gover-
pnor of South Carolinn who s @
membar of the LCA Executive
Council. Nelther of the two other
Senators were  faced with re-
election in Movember,

Still serving unexpired terms are
Vance Harike of Indiana, a mem-
ber of the LC-MS, and Warren G
Mopgnuson of Washington, a mem-
her of the ALC.

Joining seven incumbents who
were retumed o their seats im the
House were threg newly elecied
Republicans: Edwin D, Eshleman of
Pennsylvania. LCA; Thomas 5.
Kl=ppe of Morth Dakota, ALC; and
M., Gene Snvder of Kentucky, LC-
NS,

The only Democrat among tho
Lutheran incumbents who were re-

clected was Georpe M, Rhodes of
Pennsylvania, o member of the
LCA. The sl others, sll Republi-
Cans, are:

Ed Reinecke and Don H. Clausen
af California, both ALC: Odin Lan-
gen of Minnesota, LCA; Albert H.
Quie and Ancher MNelsen of Minne-
sota, both ALC, and Joel T. Broy-
hill of Yirgina, LCA.

There were 18 Lutherans in the
B0k Conpress, two in the Senate
and 16 in the House.

ENROLLMENT 1IN LUTHERAN
SCHOOLS NEARS 100,000

Washington (NLC}—5tudent en-
rollments in Lutheran seminaries,
colleges, and high schools in the
United States and Consda ap-
proached the 100,000 mark during
thie currenl academic year, accord-
ing to statistics relensed here,

Dr. Gould Wickey, executive di-
rector af the National Lutheran
Educational Conference, placed the
total enroflment figure for 1966=67
al @0, 768, nn increase of 4,274 over
the %5454 reported one year ago.

At the same time, he called spe-
clal attention to & sharp reversal
in a four-yvear decling in seminary
enmollmenis

Siatistics from 21 theological
schools indicated o total of 4,145
students, an in¢rease of 209, By
contrast, he noted, totals for the
kst five years, beginning in 1961-
G2, were 42458 4.083; 4.050; 1,964
nnd 3936,

Total enrallment in all education-
nl institutions reflected o 4.5 per
cent incresse while the increase in
seminartans amounted fto 5.3 per
cent

In the United States, the LCA
had 1,395 students in its nine
schools: the LC-MS had 1,455 in s
two seminaries, and the ALC had
1.068 in three schools. In Canada,
the LCA and ALC operate a semi-
nary jointly at Saskatoon with 3
studenis,
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Other church bodies with one
seminary each are ‘Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Svnod with
145 students; the Evangelical Lu-
theran Synod with 8 students, and
the Church of the Lutheran Confes-
sion with 6 students.

In addition, the Church of the
Lutherpn Brethren has a seminary
with 7 studenis, a seminary indi-
rectly related to the Apostolic Lu-
theran Church in America hog 14
students, and the Assoclation of
Free Lutheran Congregations” sémi-
nary has 17 students,

SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN
CHURCH VOTES TO
ORDATN WOMEMN

Schleswig, (West) Germany
(LWF}—The Evangellcal Lutheran
Church of Schleswig-Holstein, one
af the member bodies of the United
Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Germany (VELKD), has voied io
admit women to theé ministry.

OVER 50,000 BIRLE PORTIONS
PRINTED IN NEW GUINEA

Modang, MNew Guinea (LWF)=—
More than 50,000 copies of portions
af Holy Scriptures have been
printed here by the Lotheran Press
in active support of Bible society
afforis to keep up with the spread
of literacy and the Christian com-
munity in New Guinea.

A LOOK WITHIN

Locking heavenward and kneeling
Just right
My folded hands must have been a
beautiful sight;
But my heart was also folded (hard
nnd thinj .
It would not et love far my “hroth-
Er'” in.
—Mrs. T. Berge
Anolka, Minn
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