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"SANDALS FOR THE JOURNEY"™

"Thy shoes shall be iron and
brass; amd as thy days, so shall thy
strengih be" (Deut. 33: 25).

W arp into the New Year, bt
the road before ws is vet longer
than that which we have already
travelled. We are seeking 1o remem.
ber that the sins we committed
last year are “under the blood,” and
to be assured that the year be-
fore ug is &8 new one in the Lord,
The year into which we have just
stepped 15 like the land of Canaan
into which the children of lsrael
came from the wilderness wander-
ings: an unknown land, also a land
of testings as well as anticipated
jov, And if this should be the year
that Jesus comes back for His owmn,
truly it will be a plcture of the
children of Israel coming into the
Promised Land,

Like the children of lsrael, we
knmow that a task awaits us, Qur
Savior has said that we are o bear
frult for Him, and to be able to do
0 we must remain closely tied to
Him. Mere passive piety and lip-
sérvice is an abominatisn te Him
If we ame followers of the Lord Je
sus, we may not shrink from buar-
dens and responsibilities. Yet, none
ever feals sufficlent for thess things
If we journey alone and unprepared,

the road becomes too difficult. We
need a pair of “God's sandals.™
They are “weakness” and
Fatrength.”  Plato  said, “Selfl-
dependence is the secret of a suc-
cesaful life.” But the exact opposite
Is true. Skin divers going down in-
to the ocean for abalone have
caught their fingers befween the
shell and the rock. And thus they
have drowned, not because of the
timy animal's teerific steength, bt
because of ils weakness: the vacu-
um between the abalone and the
rock. 5o it iz with the Christlan,
like the Apostle Paul said, “When
I am weak, then am [ strong™; be-
cause Christ then becomes our
sirength, My wepkness becomes
God's opportunity to show His
strength.

Temptations lie hefore US=—0iir
faith, our very spiritual stoming,
will be tested. It has been =aid that
unbess the prape is crushed, the
sweel wing cannot come forth, Un-
legs the plowshare is heated and
beaten, it can never becoms the
useful implement for which it was
designed. Temptations surely will
come, but let ws never take the
attitude that “T fell into sin be-
cause T couldn't help myself.™ Let
us be assured that God will not et
ug be tempied bavond what we are
able to bear, but will, with the
temptation, provide an avenue of

eqcaps. Yes, i we afe 1o be shod
with "God's shoes” we will avail
ourselves of “God's presence™ and
“God's living Word."

Alzn, thers are likely to be sor-
rows abead of us this year. And
where  shall we fnd comfort?
There's littke consolation to say,
with Eliphaz, “Man &5 borm to
troubbe, as the sparks fly wpward.”
Of what value is the saying “mis-
ery loves company"? Mo, we need a
palr of God's sandals to help us in
sorrow: namely, the fact that “God
knows,” and that it is “meant for
our good,” as it says in Romang
£: 28: “"For we know that all things
work together for good to those
who love God, who are called ac-
cording to his purpose.”

Thus, we set out in thiz new
viear, shod with the preparation of
the Gospel to mest the responsi-
bilities and duties and sorrows of
the wear. Ringing In gur ears are
God's promises: “Fear not, 1 will
be with thes; vea, T will help thes:
viop, | will uphold thee with the
eight hand of my righteousness."
“Lo, T am with ywou always, even
unto the end of the earth.” Only
let us have s right beginning, e
us go in His strength and in His
might—then we are assured of suc-
cess throughout the year, and for
all time to come.

—Hubert F. DeBoer

The Luthergn Ambassador is published biweekly (except the first issue of August) by the Association of
Frée Lutheran Congregations, 3110 East Medicine Lake Blvd., Mpls., Minn. 55427, Rev. Raynard Huglen, Ros-
lyn, South Dakota 57261, is the editor, Subscription price is $2.50 per vear in advance. Subscriptions should be
sent to The Lutheran Ambassador, 3110 East Medicine Lake Boulevard, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55427, Sec-
ond-clazy postape paid at Minneapalis, Min.
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Are We Huckstering

Gunnar Hoglund

T a large Western church the
Young ones in the congrega-
tion were presented a multi-thou-
sand dollar gymnasium, so bright,
&0 spacious, and so well-equipped
that the public school gym a few
blocks away looked ancient and be-
draggled in comparison.

A recently ashed a Midwestarner
sitting next to me on & train to tell
me about the yvouth pastor of his
church., “He's one of the top men
in the business” he answered, “a
real po-getter. And since our mem-
bership is only 100, the youth pas-
tor can give our kids the best
personal attention,"

A book recently off the press
tells how to melate the story af
courtship and marriage for adoles-
cents, Not a step is left out, not a
detail; every possible case is cov-
ered, every contingency considered.

These lew straws in the wind are
symptoms of the “youthquake" we
are  experiencing o evangelical
Protestantism; they are also symp-
toms of lts danger. And while our
youth programs have never been
in better shape, as the world judges
success some people are beginning
to have ssrious misgivings.

Firsl, let ws consider the fact of
the resurgence of vouth activity.
Twenty years ago if a young man
—dot's call him Frank—had stepped
inta one of our churches, he prob-
ably would have found Sunday
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Our Youth?

school, moming and evening serv-
ices and a young people’s mesting
at S: 3, And that was about |t for
the: entire week.

Today there are released time
classes, handicraft clubs, and de-
partmentalized youth  groups.
There are church basketball teams,
special Bible study groups, and pas-
tor's  instruction classes. Church
architects ask, “Do we have enough
facilities for the young people?”
And so they insert a special library
ar gymnasium or recreation room.

Twenty-five years ago the iden
of a youth pastor was virfually un-
known, Today professional leaders
—many of them with college and
seminary training—ecan be found
gubding wouth programs in hun-
dreds of large-city churches, On the
denominational level, vouth argant-
zationa have become accepted parts
of denominational structures. From
national offices flow & constant
streanm of materials, counsel, and
supplies to pastors and workers-
with-youth.

In 1930 summer youth camping
as a method for winning young-
sters  to  Christ was  almost
unknown, Today hundreds of thou-
sands of youth troop each year to
lakes and mountains for week-long
evangelically sponsored assemblies,

Haome ar Away

Should Frank want to attend a
Christian high school, the day
schiool movement will mse that this

ts made avatloble to him. And when
he leaves for military training the
home church, more likely than not,
will follow him with a flow of let-
ters and concern. When it comes
time for college, a host of evangeli-
cal schools will clamor for his name
an the dotied line.

Do the voung peopls have a yen
for reading matectal? Dozens of
evangelical publishers have  pre-
pared a strong line of fiction and
nan-fiction, attractively designed
and modestly priced. Monthly mag-
arines and papers aimed af the
growing mind offer a palatable
menu of narrative and Instruction.
And program materials and man-
uals are finding their way into the
Christlan market in penerous sup-
ply, not to =ny anything of vastly
improved Sunday school literature.

Om the interdenominational level,
too, the speed has picked up
Twenty-flve wears sgo Saturday
night wouth rallies were practically
unknown. Today their names ore
househald terms. There are several
girls" and boys® clubs, modeled aft-
er the Boy Scout and Girl Scout
movements, High school clubs also
were unheard of, Today thousands
of teen-ngers, many with Bible un-
der arm, troop to club sessions in
clasgroams or home or. in some
cageg, buses out in front of school.

In case snyone wonders what
really motivates youth in their pre-
and early teens a senies of polls
and surveys are at their fingertips,
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professionally produced and profes-
sionally analyzed,

At the university lewvel at least
two evangelically nclined campus
organizalions give Frank and his
acguaintances opportunities for fel-
lowship and witness,

Adeguate  altention  to  the
growing-up needs of our coming
generation s certalnly in  order.
Few Amernicans question this, As
Henrletta Mears putl I, “Every
church is only one generation ro-
maved from extinction. A chuarch
that cannot lead its youth into a
vital Christian life today swill be
dead tomorrow,”

i Every Way

All of which adds up to this—
never in evangelical history has so
much been done for 0 many young
penple, The skoptic maoy view this
resurgence with raised eyebrow, but
one thing he cannot deny—evan-
gelicals are giving vouth work the
oid college try.

Now 1 am all for this trend, |
certainly do not want o go back
to the threadbare program that was
the fairly general pattern two dec-
ades ago. T am all for the develop-
ment of youth sctivities. In my own
denomination we kave the good for-
tune of some of the best youth
leaders that there are—amang cler-
gy and lny people alike. And far be
it from me to regret the [nereasing
diollars  and buildings that our
churches are spreading out for the
COMINg peneration.

Baut true as all this i, 1 have
serious misgivings—ftor two res-
EOME.

First, we are not seeing results
commensurite with the growth and
activism of the wouth enterprize
Toy many of our professing Chris-
tizn young people dress like the
world, behave like the warld, are
addicted to the same entertainment
habits as the world, and have sue-
cumbed in disastrous numbers o
materinllsm—INUtile different  from
the common worldling for whom
the church is non-existent. Juvenile
delinguency, forced marriapes, ner-
vious breakdowns, and divorce seem
as prevalent amang church-oriented
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voung pecple as anyone. There
seoms to be no surcease in evil and
gsin—whether young peopls are in
the church oF not.

Oh, there are exceplions to be
gure, occasicnal voung people who
refuse to blend into the frightening
pattern of conformity—Iintelligent,
ambitious, nlert, mature, and often
deeply spiritual wvoung men and
women. For each of them, we thank
Godd, Bul they seem, by compori-
som, S0 [ew,

Amnd because of the low quality
of the preduct our youth programs
seem (o produce, the chuech in so
many places seems doomed to be-
come 4 convenient, undisturbing in-
fluence in the community, reflect-
ing the community's mores, and
often bubiressing them—by  Inac-
tion, if not by approval.

Huatle and Bustle

The second thing that worries me
about the “hustle and bustle™ of
church youth work is what it is
dalng to the voung people them-
selves, The waterfall of “activity™
that we gush forth over our young
ones has all but smothered what-
ever time they have for the devel-
opment of their lnner spirits, which
presumably is the chief resson for
which our churches exist.

At a Bible camp 1 attended some
years agoe o girl walked from the
dining hall and down to the beach
where shie gat on the pier. She had
boen there less than ten minudes
when people started whispering to
each other: Is she I? Does she
want to go home? Is she angry at
someone? Is there something we
can o for her?

Finally the camp director, gath-
ering up hiz courape, walked down
to where she was sliting &nd asked
the girfl what was the matier, She
locked up In surprise. "The malter?
Mothing's the matter,” she said,
amiling. “I just wanted to be alone
for awhile—to look at the water,
to think, to ponder o bit,”

What has happened to our youth
is that solitude and meditation have
becormse outlandish and terribly obd-
fashioned, Wanting to be alone,
away from the clamor of human ac-

tivity, has become unnatural, the
symbol of being an odd  hall;
scampering furiously in a thousand
directions. on the other hand, is
synonymous  with  success  and
gchievement. And nowhere does
this disease strike with more desdiy
aim than among our young.

And what has this done to home
life, something we tell our kids is
so Important? Drowned in a sea
of things to do and places to po,
each one officially approved and
gach one planned in minutest detail,
the young members of our congre-
pations sometimes profess to hard-
Iy knowing what the faces of their
parents look like,

And we have gone worldly, |
fear, in the way we estimate the
success of vouth work. We talk
eagerly of statistics, achievements,
new pecords sef, new manuals cre-
ated, new drives cormmenced—bast
rarely do we hear comments about
growth and things of the Spirit,
the work of the church as a truly
evangelistic and creative fellowship,
Oner chief interest is that we have a
“going concern.” Even during a
yvouth rally we are all too "ohjec-
tive,” thinking not of the grace of
God and judgment to come as much
as thinking of the arrangement for
ushers and collections, the problem
of asoustics, worrying as to wheth-
er athors can hear, and hence not
really lstening ourselbves,

Cir judgment in selecting pro-
fessional vouth leaders s often
based on the same consideratlons
we use in selecting a sales man-
ager, rather than on a serious at-
tempt 0 discern splritual gifts and
dedication to soul winning and the
deeper life,

There i nothing wrong with the
camps, the gymnasiums, the youth
organizations and the detatled cur-
riculums, All these things may be a
“means of prace” Rother it is a
guestion of putting first things first

But in the End?

Actually, I am torn between two
frustrations: [ rejoice in the sdc-
cess of church youth work today,
mumerically  and  mechanically

[Contiawed oR mige T4
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Reprinfed from the first issue af
THE LUTHERAN AMBASSADOR,
Feh, 12, 15963,

by John Strand

EAR is a powerful motive. It
causes the destruction of health
and robs people of the will to do.
Fear is aften incited to keep peo-
ple cowed and immobile. Fear
keeps many from heaven and im-
prisons them in a pit of uselessness,
Yet fear can be good, "The fear
of God is the beginning of wis-
dom.” When people have a childlike
fear of God, a fear that impelis
obedience, God can use them for
mighty works far bevond human
attaimments.

This is the first issue of The Lu-
theran Ambassador, Tt is the voice
of a group of individuals and con-
gregations who, for often-stated
reasons, find it impossible to be-
come o part &f the American Lu-
theran Church, We aren't too good
for the American Lutheran Church.
We have been called to a task that
demonds that we stay out of the
American Lutheran Church. Being
convinced of that call, and fearing
God, we cannot do otherwise. So
help us, God!

Do we have other fears than &
fear of God? Yes, 1 am afraid we
nave, Therefore we must remember
our Lord’s admonition: “Fear not,"
a8 we enter upon the task set be-
fiore us—a task we did not choose,
we did not sesk, that some have
prayed to be spared from. We must
fear no one, nothing but God, and
GGod has manifested that He s with
ug in countless ways. There iz no
other explanation for so mamy
things thai have occurred and are
occurring  daily than that He |=
with us. And we heliove that He
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will continue to be with us, And
“if God iz for us, who can be
against us"? He who equips the
Church by His Spirit so she s
equipped for every good work, will
equip us as we wait on Hime Whils
al ftimes we may lack varlous
physical equipment, we know God
gives His Spirit, the only really
necessary equipment, to those who
a5k Him. And if He has callsd us,
won't He equip us if we are obedi-
eni? This above all else s & spirit-
ual movement,

We fear pot because we have
cach other. We have been =0 im-
pressed by the men, women, and
congregations which moke up our
fellowship that we will never cease
thanking God for the privilepe of
working with such people, We are
sinners in need of daily grace,
Sometimes individoals have done
things that have been unwise But
a8 a group, the integrity has been
kept, We renounce deceitful and
underhanded ways and commend
ourselves to God. Being bound to-
pother by the bonds of our commaon
faith and common concerns, we
move forward,

We fear not because of the good
will towards us by thousunds of sur
brethren who for different reasons
find themselves in other church
bodies, These have the same con-
cerns and faith we have, They be-
lieve our cause and method are
just and they stand with us in a
real way. Whal an encourngement
it has been to gel their hundreds
of letters, to speak with countless
folk who infarm us we are doing
right, that we are needed us & sepa-
rate church bodv, that “they will
pray for us and that they will sup-
port us with their means. Mot a
few have suggested they may- be

completely with us soon. There is
such a deep concern over some
of the trends in our beloved Luther-
an church today amongst thousands
of our people, It is humbling to
know that they see in us a ray of
hope. For this cause, too, we fear
nod,

We fear not because we have o
job to do. If there was nothing to
do, we would have reason to fear.
It is truly a stupendous task. Some
people are frightoned by tasks,
others are challenged by.them. We
have a task to do in foreipn mis-
sions. Alrepdy several calls have
come to us, severnl doors hove
opened, We have a task In home
missions to help congregations in
need, o reorganize parishes, o es
tablish new congregations, We have
a task in establishing a seminary.
There iz a desperste need loday
for a Luthernn seminary ihat will
give young men & firm ground in
the Scriptures and prepare them for
# congregation-centered ministry.
A seminary Is needed that will in-
spire real faith in God's Word as
God's Word and open the eyes of
the students to the lost souls about
us who know not the Saviour. We
have teen mich encouraged as we
have begun moving into these
fields, Because God has given them
ter ug, we Tear not.

To our brethren who will not be
with us in our church, we wish
vou well as vou go into the new
church. We oare still brothers in
Christ, To say less would be to be
tragically sectarian, God blass you
im your chosen vineyvard., We will
pray for you and we con covet your
prayers. Brethren, contend earness-
Iv for the faithl

Let ws fear mot. Only bellavel
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TESTIMONIES FROM OUR
HIBLE SCHOHYL. STUDENTS

I comie to Bible school becausse 1
that this s where the Lord
wranibed e First, 1o lsim  oopre
about Himt as the Christ. Secomnd,
to learm more about the Bible and
how to apply It to my dally life,
Third, I think that Bible school is

tremendous place o grow and
the Christian [aith
Fourth, T want te be propared for

L2} I

miature  in

the full-time work of my Savior,
wherever He may lead. Bible school
5 o character builder and [ feel

that young people should consider

thes az an opportunity
Richard Ansness
Doran, Minmn,

(Richard is from the Dalton Lu-
theran Parish.)

b one and most impartant ren-
200 [ came 0 Bible schodl was o
study the Word of God that I might
learn to know God better through
His Word to us. When 1 study 1 can
get a better idea of what God has
to affer me and therefore become
a better Chrsiian in every way.
Since Bible school started [ hawe
already learned a ot and 1 am
InoEing forward to Future days in

study pround God’s Word

Before I came to Bible school 1
was working at a hospital and that
iz when the Lord really dewlt with
me about poing. | saw many skek
and dying who were without the
Lard, This made me want to come
hisré¢ more because 1 could learn
hiow to help them. Bible school also
gives you a backeround so0 a person
can witness o any Kind of person

| thank the Lord so very much
that the OPpoTTunity was IZ'|IIL'I'.|.'IJ. 50
this school could be started and that
it was mode passible for me 1o
the wards of the
1% 11) to be my

come, 1 wani
{Ps.

ELMMESE Prayver.

pralmist

Annita Haugen
Porthand,. N, Dak

{Annita belongs to Yalley Free
Lutheran Church in Portland and is
employed at the Prudentiol Life In-
surance Company while attending
schoal.)

STUDENTS AT FREE LUTHERAN SEMINARY, BIBLE SCHOML

FROMWT RO, LEFT TD RIGHT

Richord #Aganess, Dorom, Missssoin

Mourean Hartioch, Boy, Morih Dokoig
jean Predeag. Geation, Morih Dokoie
Paithasd, Morth Ookoio

Doksdn

Hopsimiiy Honson
4rinlo Hougen, Porilond, Horih

Commis  Brodea, Fesglls, Minneoie
Hoy, Heeith Dokaio

HMagrmig Fage Fariile, Minneiars

legnweiis Hosw

Richord &sterson, Eost Grond Forks, Bineesoio

SECOMD ROW, LEFT Td EIGHT

Wandell lohmen, Minnespolh. Minnekesa

.”'.I{:' S

Bannip Ferguson, 'White Eceth, Hoith Daokolo
Jerome Mikunen, Choikno, Minnsaoio
Cpmagly Oyrod, Minneooali

Robesi Rieth, Siacy, Mismessio

Hemrmrdd Miza, Asekn, Midaeisin

Dawid Maolvire., Trofion, Horth Dokoio
Fdwin Ejza, dmnaopalis

Farreai Seernijan,

Romiau, Minnesola

Larrp Sevgmon. Minngspols

BACE RO, LEFT T RIGHT
Gaory Shromifad, Minnsopalic

Paiad lachlke, Miinraopsia

Bals Stane, Minnespoli

Pl Maegen, Minrsopcdi

Jastph Miller, Binfeed, Morth Dokgio
lovie Falk, Buxion, ek Doleka
Raolph Patarisa, Thiel Fall
Lealin Doliond, Woledown, Birsssoio

Barvin Hooda, Minmeapsia

Rlwwt Mirszuitn

Echgrd Ceadaresa, Minnsapals

Deals Anliteenn, Minmecoola

HOT SHOWHN
Bzbarl Lea, Wincappain
ador
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Edited by Mrs. Jay Erickson
I'M GLAD I'M A HOUSEWIFE

by Leona Rochelle
Centerville, Tennessee

I am a housewife, mother of four
children, grandmother of five. T am
middle-aged, frankly =0, slightly
averweight and only moderately at-
tractive. 1 hold no college degress,
I am not neurobic, T am not frus:
trated and | do not toke tronguili-
zarg!

Often when | finish reading an
article telling what's wrong with
the average housewife, I'm down-
right disgusted and ['m surprised
that I've ever had the sense to come
in out of the min. According to the
writers of these arilcles, 1 should
be mired dowsn bh sell-pity, con-
stantly running to medical men for
pills that do not help, seeking a cure
far illa that do not exist. How can
I be happy when I have none of the
things I'm told are mecessary for
me to lead a full life, to know my-
zelf and to become a whale person?

I feel that 1 have o duty to be
huppy. an obligation to myself as
well as to thosa around me. Power,
peace and good health are the nat-
ural products of a happy disposi-
thon, and & single spiritual idea can
glve pokse and confidence,

Happiness does nol in any meas-
ure depond upon matérial posses-
gions. ['ve never owned a Renoir,
but I've walked with my children
to the top of a high hill to look
down on the breathtaking scene be-
low and the splendor of a winter

January 24, 067

sunsaet, ['ve never been to the opern,
but I've listened to the sonps of
hirds, the laughing chatter of the
brook, the chirping of the crickets
im clover and the sighing of the
wind in the pines. I've never been
applauded by the masses, but T've
shared with God the wonderful mi-
racie of creation, and I"ve had the
thrill of hearing a tiny, lisping volce
whispering, “You are the bestost
muvver (or pwandmuvver) In the
wheale world.™

Life has not been easy for me,
I've weathered several major ill-
nesses, among them cancer and tw
heart attacks. I"ve held a sick baby
in my arms al' night, not just one
night, but many, expecling every
breath to be her last, I've walked
the floor for hours while my hus-
band lay under the surgeon’s knife,
haping and praying thit something
could be done before hiz life-blood
all drained away. I've stocd help-
lezaly by and watched my home and
all my earthly possessions burn,

My four children often wore to
school clothes that were made of
feed sacks, but no one knew, I early
learned to use my hands, and my
girls' dresses were the envy of their
classmates, The Cfact that their
clothes were homempde did not
keep any of them from being among
the top 10 percent in their respec-
tive clusses, scholastically speaking.

Often it seemed to me that I was
spending years [ust washing and
lroning. But my clothesling was an
inspiration:  little-girl dresses  be-
came rainbows and litthe-boy trou-
sers were wind-filled balloons; I've

had many potms published that 1
composed while hanging the wash
on the lne.

S0 what if 1 don't have a college
degree? Once 1 wis told that the
greatest university in the world was
not enclosed by four walls but by
on Inquiring mind, a loving heart,
an eagerness to learn and a deep
faith in God. To these 1 would add
a good dictionary and ncoess to a
public library.

I do mot feel that [ am indispens-
able. Certainty my part in the great
drama of life s small, like a pobhle
tomsed into 4 whirling pool—for a
moment only is the rhythm dis-
turbed. When 1 am dend, the snow
gtill will fall in winter, autumn still
will follow summer and the leaves
will drift aimlessly down as they
have for centuries; bug 1 will not
have lived in vain!

I'll leave behind no grest master-
piece of art, no deathless prose, no
poul-stirming poems, But T will leave
behind children and grandchildren
with a deep and sincere faith in God
amd an appreciation for all His hen-
dimrorke.

God in His infinite whsdom,
knowing my capabilities and my
limltations, chose for me this sta-
tiom amd this time, He granted me
leisure to sit and look at the won-
ders of His world. I've seén the pa-
thence of the robin and the sparmow
us they labor to build their nests;
I've observed their loving care as
they fed thelr bables and taoght
them to fly. I've watched a fern
uncurl, a flower unfold, a tiny seed
push {ts way up through the moist
enrth. And in all of these things I've
cought n glimpse of the hand of
God

I'm just a housewife; but & 1
had my life to live over and could
choose any position in the world,
1 would choose no other one!

Reprinted from Farm and Ranch,

Mashville, Tenn., October, 1963

A PERSONAL THANK YO

Dear WHMF Friends:
1 would like to thank each one of
you personally who had a share in

Corbinid on prge 14
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HOW THANEFUL ARE WE?

A very happy and fruitful new
sear to you all, in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of tha
Haoly Spirit, Amen,

We have much for which to be
thankful in our AFLC. Just think, in
a little over four wvears we have
about forty pastors and lay pastors
serving about 100 congregations
and geoups, We have a beauwtiful
headguarters building situated on a
2l-acre plot of ground on the shores
of Medicine Lake, Minneapalis,
Minpesotn.

This building serves ws also with
classrooms for the Seminary and
Bikle scheol In the Seminary we
have 18 studenis, 4 of whom will
be graduated in May and ordained
in June. The Bible school, which
wit started in September lasy fall,
has 13 students, § of whom are
youmg men and B are womean.
The young women are also housed
in our bullding, but we connol moke
rooam for any more,

These voung people are very tal-
ented and have a very gpood choir
which plang to travel in our con-
gregations in the spring, May we
all plan to have them visit our own
congregation on thelr tour, They
are making plans now so will have
to be contacted through the dean,
Pastor Strand, at once, lest any be
bypassed.

Financially we are doing well,
We have had no organized drives
in our congregations for money,
nor any budgeting for districts or
congregations, but we have mads
aur negeds known theough the medi-
um of our very fine church orgam,
The Lutheren Ambossador amd
asked our people to prav for our
work and give as the Lord has
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STEWARDSHIP

ALL THAT | HAVE
I5 THINE ALONE

prospered them. God has honored
aur faith and answered our prayers
by supplying our nedds so we have
been able to meet our current ob-
ligations feom year fo year. We
thank Cod for this, and also thank
our faithful people for their gen-
erosity.

Our headquarters building is a
Little over half paid for, ond we
arg looking to God to supply also
thiz need through His faithful peo-
ple. Cur pressing need at present
i a ladies dormitory for the Bible
school by coming fall, so we may
be able to house the anticipated,
greatly increased, enrollment in the
Bible zchonl

If the Lord has blessed you with
temporal means, will you not eaaen-
estly pray God o pulde vou in what
you should give toward the Praise
Program, under whose auspioes this
dormitory will be constructed. We
have "growing pains" in our AFLC,
and svery family with growing chil-
dren knows what that means. Wil
You not join us In eamest prayer
to Crod for guidance in our plans,
and in supplving our needs, “ac-
cording to his riches In plory in
Christ Jasug™?

Remember that the books for
this year close January 31. May we
bie guré fo get our gift in before the
boaks close, so0 that all our current
aaals for schoals, missions and Gen-
erol Fund may be reached, and we
Ccan come [o our annual meeling in
Junp priising God for answered
PrEvEr,

Our greatest, and foremost nesd,
is a heartsearching awakening and
revival that will reach into the
farthermast cormers of every con-
gregation im our AFLC. OF course,
wa cannot organize a revival, but

woe can pray it down God answers
Priyer.

May we all take invenbory, now
at the beginning of the mew wvear,
of our spiritual status:

How much have T really prayved
for the AFLC in the past wvear?

How concermed have | been that
all the branches of our work suc-
cogd to the glory of God?

Have I given gs I should that all
our financlal meads may he sup-
pligd?

How much have | really prayed
for our missionaries, our pastors
and congregations, for our profes-
sors and teachers at our schools,
for our finances, treasureér and of-
fice workers, for a real awskening
within our Association?

Will it be any different in the
year [T

“Search me, O God, and know
my heart: try me, and know my
thoughts: and see if there be any
wicked way in me, and lead me in
the wmay everlasting” (Ps. 138 23,
24].

“Lord, lav some soul uponm my
heart, and love that soul through
e, and may [ humbly do my part,
to win that soul for thes™

May this be the earnest prayer
of all of uz in 1967
Trygve F. Dahla

WMF WORKSHOP
AT DALTON

The WMF Workshop will
bea hald in connection with the
Bibde Conference at Dalton on
Friday, Feb. 10, 430 to
6:30 pom. The Literature Com-
mittes will present & program
and new material. We plan to
have a dinner meeting. Cost
of meal is $1.00. Encourage
officers of the aids o be in
attendance or a representative
from each eid if possible.
Reservatlons are (o be senl
b Mrs. H, C, Maolstre, Dalton,
Minn., as soon as possible.

The Lutheran Ambaszador



OUR 100TH ISSUE

The venrs have a way of poing by, don't they? And
today the figures, and these do not lie, show that
this is the 100th lesus of The Lutheren Ambassedor
to be printed. This may seem a matter of small moment
te many, but to us it is an occurrence that seems
worthy of recognition.

First of all, the glory belongs o the Lood. It is
He who enables, Without Him we could do nothing.
The credit goes to Him for the mere fact that so many
isfues have been printed. And the thanksgiving is to
Him for the hlessings which may have come through
the pages of the Ambaseedor,

But for all that has been less than edifving and
for all that has not been what it could have been
becauwse of human slothfulness, we take the blame,
The Lord's work is done by brmperfect human instru-
ments and fulfillments are all foo often matched by
failures, Yet, surely, in spite of the impediments, the
kingdom of God does come,

One hundred desdlines to meet. Hundreds of edi-
torials to write. Written at our desk, where they
ought to be written, but also in a hospital lobly, hotel
rooms, schoolrooms, at church headquarters. Wrilten
at Mew Effington, where we began, in Hatton, and now
hare In Roslyn.

Deadlines approaching and sometimes am emer-
gency in the parish that must take precedence, The
coming of sormow, for instance, observed no edilor's
schedule,

Deadlines coming and committes mestings to at-
tend, And so you work on a shoestring of tme and
samehow the Lord undertakes, just as He does in the
sermon that didn't get the preparation that had been
hoped for.

Proofcopy to mead and sometimes wondering
whether what was writien over & week bafore should
be changed, but lacking time to think very much,
trusting that the original product was the best way
after all,

Many other people writing for the Ambassador,
sharirz their talents and expressing their views and
insights, We thank God for them. A few, and really
only a very few, have material refected, but praciowsly
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accept the verdict, one of the hardest tasks of editor-
ship,

One hundred issues of The Lutheran Ambassador,
When we as the Association began its publication it
was with every intention, from man's polnt of view,
of continuing. Yet, these were times when ope Won-
dered whether the work would go on. But it has and
the future Jooks bright, Thanks also to the very fine
stewardship record being written right now, the
Ambessador ghould enter fiscal 1957 without any
debt, a truly remarkable condition for our rather small
fellowrship.

A church paper In every home i3 the alm of every
church body that we know of and that is true of
us, oo, We are quite o wavs from that goal. Not
a5 far away 45 many, but perhaps further than others,
too, Evervthing you can do to increase the outreach
of the Ambaezsador will be appreciated.

We invite comments feom vou on how our church
paper can be improved. Foel free to write,

And now we go forward. The future belongs to
the Lord. May The Lutheran Ambaszedor serve His
PUTROSES,

Brethren, pray for us,

We think It would be of interest for you to read
one of the editorials which appeared in the very first
issue of the Ambassador. Here it is, reprinted from
Yal, 1, Mo, 1.

THE LUTHERAMN AMIASSADOR

“We recommend that the publish a hi-
weekly paper. (a) The paper shall have as it alm tha
building wp of Christian persopal and congregaticonal
life within the church, the promotion of Christian
work within and without our fellowship, and the dis-
semination of current news which affects the religious
carmmunity. (b) The paper shall be subsidized if neces-
sary by the Board of Administration or by such means
% it ghall be able to arrange”

This is the resolution adopted by the convention
of non-merging congregations of the Lutheran Fres
Church held at Thief River Falls, Minnesota, last Oh-
tober, which has brought this paper to life, The Board,
Executive Commities, and Commiites an Publications
and Parish Education have subsequently made the
necessary decisions so that we at this time begin pub-
lieatlon.

It was realized from the beginning that our asso-
clatlon must have a regular paper if It is Lo survive,
The Board of Adminksteation has Indleated its willing-
ness to stand behind this venture completely. In other
words, the association itsell is puarmntesing our coa-
tinuance
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The name chosen for our paper is The Lutheman
Ambassador. To our knowledge no publication in
America of general circulation uwses exacily this name,
Oner motto is 11 Corinthinns 5 30, “So we are anbas-
sadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us.
We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to
God." An ambassador is the representative of a sover-
eign or state. We représént the Lord of lords and
King of kings. There is no higher mission than that of
bearing the good news of reconcillation to men. May
our work as an association and in this paper be domi
ated by that goal,

It will be our purpose to lve up to the aims given
us by the comvention resolution. We shall endeavor
to set forth material which challenges Christians to
deeper life with Christ and bullds up the Christian
congregation. Together with this will be the call o
the unsaved to be reconciled to the waiting Lord, We
are to promode both our own church work and ather
worthy Christinn projects

We algs =hall present religioes news and some
current news which may nod seem on the surface to
apply, but which actually has an effect on Christian
life. And really, what is there thag doesn't have some
significance to thet? We reserve the right to com-
ment editorially on n variety of subjects,

DR. OLSON TO EDT QUESTION COLLUMMN

Always a popular feature in magazines is the ques-
tion and answer column. For a long time thought has
been given to starting such a comer in our paper. The
time seems ripe to begin such n venture now.

Dir. Iver Olson, acting dean of Free Lutheran Semi-
nary, has consented o edit the column, With him, the
one doubt we have about the project is that not
enough questions may come in to maintain the corner.
The source of the gquestions ls to be found Im the
rendership of The Lutheran Ambassedor, If questions
aren't asked, this venture won't last long,

Bui we hope thai there will be inberest in such a
eolumn. Questions shoiuld be confined to matters of
Biblical knowledge and interpretation, Christian Taith
and life, eto. Mames will not be used in connection with
the questions, but letters to Dr, Olson must be signed.
Address vour questions bo:

Dir. Iver Dlson
3110 E. Medicing Lake Bhed.
Minneapolis, Minn. 55427

THE ALC AND THE NCC

One of the decigions of the recent hiennial con-
vention of the American Lutheran Church in Minnea-
polis was that a study be made as to the advisability
of joining the Mational Council of Churches of Christ
in the USA. The study will be thorough and the final
decision won't be made for several years,

It ism't for us to tell the ALC what to do, but
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we surely want to remind our constituency that we
should not be amazed or astounded if that church
joins the WOC, In fact, joining it is o logical step in
that she already has membership in the World Coun-
cil of Churches. We haven't checked the fgures
lately, but almeost all the churches in America which
belong to the WCC also belong to the MCC, or vice-
versa, So [t is hardly consistent 1o have membership
in one and not the other.

Maturally, we wish that the ALC didn't belong
to the WCC, but there s as much chance of her
withdrawing from that ecumenical body as there is
of the Association's joining it So we have to live
with that fact and save our surprise when the ALC
does what she eventually must, likely within four
yvears—joing the MCC.

DR. ©. G, MALMIN RETIRES

Dr. O, G. Malmin, former editor of Lutharan Herald
and more recently editor-in-chief of Augsburg Publish-
ing House, has retired from the latter position as of
Jan. 1.

He edited the official organ of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church for twenty-one years and did a fine
job, We followed his work in the fast years of that
tenure and had high regard for the quality of his work.
He has been our ideal in church paper editars,

This is not to say thal we agreed with his position
in all matters. Many times, definitely ves; sometimes,
definitely not.

In the last several years we had the occasion to
vigit at his office twice on business matters pertaining
to publicationa, We were received with every courtesy
angd given every assurance of cooperation in the mat-
ters at hand, Such meetings are not forgotien,

Dur best wishes go to Dr. Malmin in his retirement
vears i4s he sets his hand {o those tasks of enjoyment
which the press of life have stayed or hampered up
b thia thrme.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL CONFERENCE

On invitation frem 5S¢ Paul's  Lotheran
Church, the Association of Free Lutheran Con-
gregations will assemble in Fargo, N, Dak, for
the Annual Conference, June 14<18, 1967,

John P. Strand, President
AFLC

APRIL 15 DEADLINE SET

All boards and committees which wish to présent
information to the Assoclatlon congregations through
The Lutheran Ambassedor prior to the Annual Con-
ference of [BGT are asked to submit such material to
the editor by April 15, unless other arrangéments are
frande.

Thank wou,

The Editor

The Lutheron Ambessador



but ou grace; not even on our behavior, but on the love and provision of
o grocious God, If these Corinthians were to be justified and saved by
their own poodness and by their conduct and behavior, surely there
would be no hope for them at all. T wonder if this iz not true with every
one of us too? What do you think? ............ R —

God knew what a miserable failure we would be even after we were
saved, but still he saved us, and it had to be by grace alone. “For by grace
are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God: not of works, lest any man should boast.” Where do we find Lhis
wonderful passage? Learn it by heart. 4

Paul greets them with the apostolie bepediction in v, 3 “Grace bo
unto you and peace.” Always in that order, first grace, then peace. Why
always in that ceder® _ ... ... ..., eevnass Boom, 5.1

Mow notice very carefully what the apostle says in v. 4. 1 thank
my God always on your behalf, He does not begin his letter by rebuking
them for their sing, He doesn't begin by finding fault with them. The best
way of manifesting our meal love and concern for our camal brethren
is to thank God and pray for them.

Motice how he thanked God. He does not say, I thank God for wour
faithfulness and your good behavior. Ah, no. Paul couldn't do that, but
he says instead: "1 thank my God always on yvour behalf for the grace
al God which s given vou by Jesus Christ.” Om their own merit and
their own worth these Corinthians wwould all have been lost, but the grace
of God on their behalf is their only salvation. This grace had been reck-
oned to them, or imputed to them, by God himself in Jesus Christ
completely and perfectly regardless of their small and weak faith. And
notice this prace ts not earned, but it 15 GIVEN by Jesus Chrisi, Read and
learn by heart 1T Tim, 1:9, Did he sove vou first and then call you? ... ...

vaseeras Or did he call you first and then save you? . ... .. . 00nse

R When was this grice given yvou in Christ? When you
veere converled or BEMare? ... . osvimemmnnsmsarsnerons
What a gift! Have you all received it? If not, why not now?

FEERUARY 1567

Lesson 11

For an introduction continue 1o resd Acts 18:1-11 and 1 Cor, 1-0,

In our last lesson we left Paul in a crisis. He was discournged and
full of fear, We can just visualize how he tossed to and fro on his bed,
unable to sleep, Then the Lord came to him in a vision by night and
spoke to him. How wonderfull He =sald, "Be not afraid.” Luke does not
tell ug that Paul was afraid, but we get to know 0 by the word from
the Lord, There are 365 “Tear nots™ in the Bible, One for each day. The
Lord tells his servant Paul why he should not be afraid: {I) “For 1 am
with you."” What a consolation! You are not facing this opposition alone,
but topether with me. 1 have all power in heaven and in earth. 1 will
protect you, Mo man shall be able to hurt you. (2) "] have much
people” in this corrupt and wicked ecity. S0 speak and do not hold
yvour pesce, Continue o proclalm the Gospel, and many will hear and
believe, for | have much people in this city, Fram now on the servant of
the Lord was filled with faith and a new courage. He stayed there for



six months, weaching and preaching the Word of God among them and
many were saved, The church of Corinth that started with only two
people became a large church. Surely the Lord had much people in
that city.

What do we do when we get Intooa erlsis? ..o oo oo i s
How db we gat ol af B . oo i isi i trrsre s i

We hove now found out how the Corinthian church was started,
=0 let ug next consider the introduction of Paul's epistle to this church

Faul wrote this letter while at Ephesus, perhaps around the year 56
or 57. How long did he labor at Ephesus? .. ..., ... ... (Acts 20:30)
While there he had been formed by tha house of Chlog that therg was
trouble in the church (v. 11). He had also had a letter from the congre-
gation, for we read in 7@ 1, “"Now concerning the things whereof Ye wrote
unto me." Cuite a few things are mentioned, such as divisions, marriage,
Christian liherty, going to law with ene another, and especially the matter
of the confugion of speaking in tongues, and certaln errors concerning
the resurrection, ete,

He iz endeavering in this letter to straighten out all of {hese con-
troversial problems.

Iv s guite obvious that Paul’s letters to the Corinthians are differ-
gnt from his other letiers. In what way? Well, vou see the Corinthian
church was a carnal church (3: 1=3) . What does camal mean? . ... ......
oo B Manyuf]mnmmharu
Wers rau:en.tl}r cnnverted l'mm paganism nnd found it very difficult to
separate themselves from the old life, This carmality also hindersd
their spiritual growth, They were still babes In Christ, immature and un-
able to eat and digest hard [ood, 50 the apostle says ha has (o feed them
with milkk and mot with meat.

What is the difference between milk and meat, spiritually speaking?
... Heb, 5 10=14,

We find very little doctrinal truths in this letter; it is mostdy words of
exhortation and correction,

In the first verse you notice Paul's title: Apostle of Jesus Christ
—called, God-called, not man-called., He had not taken this honor upon
himself, but he was commissioned by God to be an apostle. [t was not
hiz own will, but God's will that had determined his apostleship.

We need many more God-called, God-equipped, and God-sent wit-
nesses in our Association. How is it possible for e to get them® __ .. .
. Matt, ©:38; Eph, 4:11.

The apostle mentions one of his co-workers from their own midsi—
Sosthenes. Is he the same Sosthenes spoken of in Acts 18: 177 ......... .,

Why do you suppose Paul emphasizes his apostleship so strongly as
he writes to the Corinthlame? . . ... ..o oos.
ICar i 1-2,

In' v, 2 we find the names of the addressess—the persons to whom
he writes: “Unto the church of God which s at Corinth, and to all in
oviery place that call upon the name of the Lopd. 1 like this little
additional phrase. It makes (b a personal legiter not only to the Corinthians
but alzo to us,

When you read the description of this church, doesa't it almost
shock yvou? He writes to this carmal church in Corinth and he calls
them: (1) “Church of God" Mot the church of Corinth, but the church
of (3ol which iz at Corimth. A local part of the universal church of God,
the body of Christ. (2) “Sanciified in Christ,” that is, separated, set
apart for God in Christ Jesus, to be His own pecullar possesslon entrusted
with a message, an evangel, a gospel that can save poor, degraded, hell-
bound sinners. That's what makes the church so important, It has the
answer o Che most burning and important question in the whole world
. Acts 16:30-31. (3) “Called
to be saints,” to be holy,

Looking st this church with its divislons, envying, strife, world-
liness, and what not, many would be ready to say: they are not Christians
at all, They have never been bomeagain, Well, Paul seemed to be of a
different opinion, He knew that salvation does not depend upon works,



Welcome to Dalton

On behalf of the Dalton Free Lu-
theran parish we wish to extend
to the readers of The Lutheran Am-
bassedor a cordial invitation to at-
tend the Fifth Annusl Winter Bihle
Conference, sponsored by the
Association of Free Lutheran Con-
gregations, February 8-12, The con-
ference beping with the evening
service on Thursday, Feb. 9, and
continues through Sunday after-
noon, Feb. 12. Sessions will be held
in Zion Luthersn Churech in Dalton,

Lodging will be available in pub-
lic and private accommodations,
We plan to have some staying in
private homes, The ladies aids of
the parish will be serving meals
and coffee bremks during the con-
ference.

To those of wyou who plan to
attend the confarence, ploase write
to Mrs, Ralph Melby, Dalton, Minn.,
stating the number of people in
your party, when you expect to
arrive, and what sort of lodging
accommodations you desire, Motel
eecommodations are  available,
Pleaga let us Know as so0n as you
can about vour plaps to attend
the Bible conference, Agaln we
hope and pray that many may at-
tend this conlerence.

BIBLE CONFERENCE LODGING
MOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS:

Ashby Motel, Ashby Minn,
(8 miles east of Daltom)
Single — 35.00
Double — §7.00
Kitchen Unit, double — $9.00

Lakeland Motel, Fergus Falls, Minn.
{12 miles northeast of Dalion)
Single — $6.00
Doiible — S8.00
For six — $16.00

Jewel Motel, Ferpus Falls, Minn,
Bingle — £7.00
Double — $9.00
2 Double Beds — $12.00

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS:

River Inn, Fergus Falls, Minn,

Single — $2.75
Single — 53.00
Double — $6.50

The above reservations are to be

sent o Mrs, Ralph Melby, Dalion,
Minm.

General Fund |

Misgions .....

Stewardship Committes
YTouth Committes

Tatals

ASSOCTATION OF FREE LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS

Treasurer's Progress Report
February 1, 18966 to December 31, 1566

Seminary and Bibls School . ... ...

Publications amd Parish Education |,

Proposed Budget Total
(for this period) Received
e B30,200,00 $20,539.62
24 TH0.00 20,774.14
3208333 a7,188.01
4,491 66" 1.805,13*
b H16.66 S0
o 183.33 2000
... $9157408" $00,436.90"°

Praise Program receipts for this period=—3$3,068,12
Library offering receipts to dote—$3,115.08

* These figures include the subsidy to Publications and FParish
Education by the Women's Missionary Federation,
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WORKE FOR YOU TO DO

Jesus chose a litile child
To sit upon His knee;

And show bo His disciphes
A faith as theirs should be.

David, too, was but o boy
With courage to withstand
The giant, named Goliath,
With but a sling in hand.

A lunch belonging to a lad,
Helped feed the multitude,
Cily fish and barley loaves. . .
But Jesus blessed the fiood.

The prophet Samuel, when a child,
Was called to serve the Lord;

He wis a judge in Isrosl—
According to the Word,

Moses 100, when just a babe,
Was saved from Pharaoh’s hond;
But later led God's people on

To see the promised land,

God has used the young and old
To carry out His will

Sa today, His work muss -wail
Till you those places fill.

You may excuse voursell and say
Your talents are so few.

But God calls—o'er and oer—

To Him you must be true,

Come to Jesus in vour youth,
Then trust Him every day.
He's promised mot o leave wou,
But go with you all the way.
Mrs, Milton Tollefson
Leonard, Minn.

BIBLE VERSES

“Therefore, as the Holy Spirit
saya, 'Today, when wyou hear his
volce, do not harden your hearts as
in the rebellion, on the day of fest-
ing in the wildermess'" (Heb,
7. 8).

“Thou hast granted me life and
steadfast love; and thy care has

preserved my spirit" (Job 10:12),
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GRAFTON CHURCH NOW IN USE

Bethel congregaiion has  just
about completed work on their new
church. We had services in our new
church for the first time on Decem-
ber 11, and in the aftermoan the As-
sociation Bible School choir pre-

WS

of the

sented & contcert. The front of the
church, the altar, pulpit, baptismal
font, and flower planters are faced
in Arizona flagstone which certain-
ly adds to the beauty of the church
The sanctuary will seat about 280
people. We plan to have dedication
Moy 21, 1847, . | o

FROPOSED NEW CHURCH IN GRAND FORKS

Shown abomie B o model of ke prepmed belding fer Trinity Lutherem Chevch i Orond

Farky, Morth Dokoln. The plon is to hove o fellewidip chapel which will bove o genthe peaked
igaf, X&' & 43 In slae, The main church will kowe o grecter pealad fesl, 38" = B in slaa. The
llalrealed aisa will ks eafies, kilchen, office, ond Senday wheol rosmu We plon 1o aan
eomtmction this spring ond build the lellowship chopel ond mork pertion of the floi-roalad

camer orsa. Mr, Lyls ¥obha, chalrmon of the tongregation, developed theis plans, ©n January

k mis our

i wa wlll by receteing T new r

-,

Huckstering Our Youth?
l_I"'l|rrrJr.-\.|.|'|-'|1I Troes paage o |

speaking But having read & little
church history, [ know that & truly
Biblical program for young people
can go on without buildings and
without program manuals—as often
it has to do, and does, in some parts
of the world today,

It can go on without many things
of the flesh. But it cannot go on
without things of the Spirt. The
answer s not eitherjor; it s
both fand.
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The roller coaster we have con-
structed for our youth may be in
amooth operating order, and the
oh's and oh's from the bystanders
may have a soothing effect on our
egos and sense of status, Yes, in the
things of this world we have never
done better, But when it comes (o
the things of sternity—are we do-
ing as waell?

—Reprinted by permission frean
Eternity magazine, copyright 1966,
The Evangelical Foundaticon, 1716
Spruce 5t., Philadelphia 3, Pa.

Women for Christ
i:Ii-.'l;.l.l'lJm'm'.l.ll freuma fatgs .F_|

the offering for my medlezl axpen-
ses, but since this is impossible, I
will send a very sincers thank you
through The Lutheran Ambassador
and pray that each ome will be
blessed for giving. All are well here
now and we are most thankful to
aur heavenly Father for keoping us
in His cara. Eph. 5:20.

Sinceraly,

(Mrs.) Frances Grothe

Campo Mowurao, Brazil

A NEW YEAR'S PRAYER

I give Theo thanks for pest bless-
inga recaived,

Help me keep the faith in which 1
believed.

Give me strength for the duties of

each day

And courage, Lord, to follow in
Your Way.

Give me a pleasant smile and a help-
ing hand

And help me, my neighbor to under-
stand
Help me use each gift you have
given
To glorify God, not o be seen by
mn.
Help me be kinder each day 1 live,
Mot quick to eriticize, but quick e
forgive,
I simply put my trust in You for
future days
And remember the past, giving You
praiss,
Through joy or sormow 1 will not
fear
When You are my guide through
the year.
Mrs. Doris L. Johnson
Carlos, Minn.

“And let us nol grow weary in
well-doing, for in due scason we
ghall reap, if we do not lose heart"
(Gal. G: 9.

“1 am the Alpha and the Dme.
) sayzs the Lord God, who is
and who was and who is to come,
the Almighty™ (Rew. 1:8).

The Lutheran Amboessador



The Church’s Great
Demilitarized Zone

OMRADE Perason, we wel-

coime you into the greéal move-
ment far the libaration of the peo-
ple. W expect vou to be with us
at every meeting and also that you
will nfilirate the church and en-
deavor 1o enlist others in our great
movement.'” Such wers words that
I never got to hear, as the move-
ment for which | was solicited did
not strike favorably on my éars,
Mother also was concerned and
warned against joining. She was
close to death and her dying request
was that twin brother and T woild
not take up with the gracious offer
axtended (o us

W had besn but recently con-
firmed in St. Matthew’s Lutheran
Church in Chicagn. The year was
1833 and America was struggling
o throw off the shackles of the
great depression.

One of the respected members of
the church apparently saw some-
thing in the twins that the church
did not see and ashed for the op-
portunity of presenting something
unusual to ws, We afforded him the
opportunity of coming to our house
and his wordg wers that he was
giving us the most wonderful op-
portunity to join up with a move-
ment that would take care of all
the rotten politicians. “When the
time s ripe we will fdse up and
take over. You will be trained in
the endeavor. You will beoome lead-
ers, You will be instructed where
to attend the secrel mesatings and
you will be observed in your move-
ménts, This is your apporfunity (o
get in on the movement at an aarly
age and have the oppontunity to
do  something  worthwhile  with
yvour Hwes If you do not accept,
you will never have another chance.
You could not buy your way into
the movement. not even for a mil-
lion dollars.™

The years have passed and many

January 24, 19687

times [ have wondered about the
“golden opportunity.”

Of this 1 am assured that if 1 had
pccepted the opportunity I would
have been put to work at once 10
gain other members for the move-
FREnL

How different, for example, was
the Luther League endeavor and
the couse of Christ. Mever once wis
there the suggestion or the chal-
lenge that 1 was to be used in lepd-
ing athers to Christ,

We had scripture reading and
prayer; then we tried to have fun,
We had parties, hay rides, skating
parties, scavenger hunts, plays,
skating parties, elc, But never a
thought of responsibility toward
those that were lost.

We learned well the catechism,

and a great deal of being justified
by faith, bot somehow there was
not the intimation or sugpestion of
being witnesses, Can you recall
whaere such is suggested?

This is the great demilitarized
zone of the Church,

In recent conversation with the
Lutheran ministerial the statemant
was made that the youth of their
churches have said, “Don’t give us
nny more entertalnment. We've hod
enaugh!™

Possibly this is why one said
some years ago, “The Luthor
Leagwe has become the Luother
Laak!™

In our own League endeavor we
have put forth the challenge—that
by the next meeting the leaguers
have to witness to someons abouwt
Christ. This has done more for our
vouth program than anything else.

Without this challenge the youth
are nothing more than a demilitar-
ized zone of the Church.

Pastor R, 5. Porsson
Astoria, Oregon

(and gmin

seripthons?

tiomal list

Pay it cheerfully,

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE CONGREGATIONS

Very soon your congregation will be receiving (or has already)
information from our office relative to renewing the subscriptions
for The Lutheran Ambassador, We hope that you will follow the
tnstructions given at that time. If Instructions are followed we
can spara esch other a lot of trouble, Pleass remember that there
are reasons for asking you to do things in & certain way, Deviations
from our requeests can only create problems,

May we also suggest these points:

1. Tey to be as prompt as vou can in doing your part.

2, Maturally, we wish {0 keep as many subscribers as we can
new ones). Let vour ladies aid or  church
consider paying for those financially unable to do so. Better
vet, why not have the congregation or Aid pay for all sub-

3. Are there rest homes, clinfcs, and hospitals near you where
your group could place the Ambassader? What about your
state institutbons? They can be placed on Vour congrega.

4. We'd like to have our subscription price lower (than $2.50) .
but any reduction to the subscriber would just have to come
cut of the regular church budget. The subscription price only
begins to pay the actual cost of producing your Ambassador,

We appreciate anything you can do to publicize The Lutheraon
Amtbassador and to get new subscribers.

The Businesa Office
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WINTER BIBLE CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
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Feb. 9-12
Daltan, Minnesota

Spenker: Pastor Hons Tollefson

Do bons

Bible Stmly: Postor Amold Stone

Cellee Break

To be seheduled

Prayer Haour

Hihle Ehidy: Pastor Amold Starme

Calfre Hreak

*"Hans Nielsen Hoigre—The Mun,"" Dy, Iver Olsan
W..F, Workshop

Speaker: Pastor Hans Tollefson

Devations

Hilkle Sty : Pastor Arnold Stamne

Coffes Broeak

“The Stewnrdship al Momney,"
Mr. Clilload Johnson

Ribde Stody : Pastor Amold Swene

Coffce Break

Lectare: “Hans Mielsen Hauge—His Message,'
D, Iwer Olson
Speaker: Pasior Hens Tollefson

Hitile St

Moming Worship Zervice:
D, Iver Olson, speaker

Noon meal served im the church

(‘.I-lm_ng service with Paslor Raynard Huglen
bringing the massngs
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