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According to the Word

MERCY FOR THE SINMNER

Let us read the entire 5151 Pzalm
and then come back and meditote
aespecially on the second verse, Da-
vid had sinned. Then God sent
Mathan the prophet to talk to Da-
vid. Wathan did that. He twre the
mask of respectability off (he face
of the king. He showed David what
a wicked sinner he was.

David had no excuse for his sins.
He was a king with a reputation to
uphold. That shoold have kept him
from falling =0 low, He was a child
of God who had hed such marvel-
ous experiences of God's loving
care. God had highly honored him
by promising him that one of his
descendants should ba the promised
Missiah. Such convincing proof of
the high esteem n which he was
held by God should have made it
impossible for David to commit the
crimes of which he was gullty.

‘Wasn't this a pitiable sight? Here
wis o preat and good man fallen so
low, A king called to shepherd the
people of God, and look what hap-
pened to him. When God's prophet
accused David of his crimes, David
acknowledged his transgressions,
He sdmitted his guilt. He confessed
that he was without excuge; and
he himself declared that according
to God's holy law he ought to be
put io death.

Now we might wonder what right
David had to ask for mercy, When
man first sinned in Paradise amd

wag gullty of death, God did not at
once condemn man forever into
hell, but promized to send a Savior
to save man from the eonsequences
of his own sinning. And even
though men continued to sin more
and more In the thousands of vears
that followed, God continued to
népeat His promise of a Savior from
gin and o prepare His coming on
the earth,

David believed that God would
keap that promise, That faith in
God's promise gave David the cour-
age to ask God for mercy and
cleansing from his sin. David was
taking God at Hiz own word, Al-
ready at the dawn of Israel’s his-
tory He calls himsalf a God who
shows mercy to the sinner, and af-
ter thousands of years of disobedi-
ence God has not changed His
attitude toward Isreel; for after
they hod commitied the crime of
crimes and crucified the Savior, He
invites them through the Apostles:
"Repent and be baptized for the
remission of sing."

David was not disappointed in
his proyer for mercy, God actually
did hawe mercy upon him, spared
hiz life, preserved him on the
throne, again receéiveéd him as His
child, confirmed the promise He had
given him before and on his death-
bed sent the same Nothan to assure
him that he would be received into
heaves,

MNow let us consider ourselves)
What right have we to ask the

holy and righteous God for mercy?
We have no right whatsoever as
far as we ourselves are concerned,
Wi have done that which is ewvil
and omitted that which s good.
We have sinped in thought, word
and deed.

We have no excuse for our sin-
ning either, We are children of
God, conscious of His loving care
How could we do such great wick-
edness and nlso sin against Him?
We and our sinning are pitiful, so
as to cause angels to weep, hell to
rejoice and ourselves to despair.
And vet we come to ask God for
mercy; and rightfully we should
come, Because in coming we are
only taking God at His own word
and promise: “Look unto me and be
ve saved”; "Come unlo me, and I
will give you rest™; “"Him that com-
eth unto me [ will in no wise cast
out™; “T will desiroy thine iniquities
a8 a clowd.”

Yes, mercy for the sinner. This is
the theme that runs through the
divine symphony of God's love for
the sinner.

Mow sin can ao longer condemn
us. As 5t. Paul tells us “As by
one man‘s disobedience many were
made sinners, so by the obedience
of one many shall be made right-
eous. The blood of Jesus Christ,
God's Son, cleanseth us from all
gin.” The only thing that can con-
demn us now is if we refuse (o
believe in Him.

—ii, H. Spletstoeser

The Lutheran Ambossador is published bivweekly {(except the first issue of August) by the Association of
Froe Luthernn Congregations, 3110 East Medicine Lake Bhed., Mpls., Minn. 55427. Rev. Ravnard Huglen, Ros-
lyn, South Dakota 57361, (s the editor. Subscription price iz $2.50 per year in advance. Subscriptions should be
sent to The Lutheraon Ambassador, 3110 East Medicine Lake Boulevard, Minneapolia, Minnesota 55427, Sec-
ond-class postage paid at Minneapalis, Minn.
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Dormitory Construction Voted

With only one dissenting wvote,
delegates to the Fifth Annual Con-
ference of the Association of Free
Luthernn Congregations In Farga,
M. Dak., voiced thelr approval of
the plan of the Board of Trustees
of the Association Schools 1o erect
o dermitory for pgirls at the Bible
school In Minaespolis, One hundred
and thirty persons voted in favor.

While no final building plans
have been adopted by the Board,
the structare will likely be three
stories, without & basement, The
top fleor may be used for class-
rooms at first until funds are avail-
ahle to complete it. The two botlom
floors will house approximaetely 70
siudents, The bullding will be so
congtrucied that a section of it may
be used for male students for the
first few years,

Lounge facilities and rooms for
the dormlitory housemother will
alzo be provided in the edifice which
will wse brickwork 1o match the
headguarters-seminary bullding and
it will be situated to the east of that
at a northwest to scutheast anale.
This will fit in with the masfer
plan for the grounds which has al-
réady been approved.

Cost of the building and & garape-
shop for the mainienance equip-
ment of the 2l-pcre property in
Plymouth Village, a Minneapolis
subarh, iz astimatad at £3200,000, al-
though the conference placed no
maximum limit oo the project, That
flgure does nod Include the furnish-
ing of the building or the cost of a
temporary sewage system until city
sewer lines are available in the
Village.

Speakers favoring the Immediate
gtari of the project cited the need
for housing Bible stedents on
sehool property iF they ame to have
proper supervision. During the com-
ing term, which will begin in Sep-
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tember, rooms provided by the
school will be at a premium and
rental rooms in the community will
have to be Tound for some stu-
dents, [f the school i to advance
n5 it has every prospect of doing
provision must bp made now for
the influx of students, they said.

The dormitory is expected to be
completed in time for the school
vear beginning in the fall of 1968

The Board of Trustecs estimates
that approximately 375,000 musi be
secured by means of contributions
before & loan can be made tw f-
nance the remainder of the build-
ing's cost. This money will be raised
from two sources, the One Grand
Fellowship (contributions of one
thousand dollars or more) and the
Praise Program. The Praise Pro-
gram budget for 1967-63 is 830,000,
A certain portion of that is ear-
marked for current obligations on
the Minneapolis property and two
residences there, Whatever is re-
celved bevond those needs can go
toward the construction of the
dormitory.

The structure, when completed,
will be income-producing property
and that income can be applied to
the debt incurred in constructing It

The conference set no time limit
a5 o6 when the $75,000 must be
raised, but i congtruction s to be
staried before the winter freeze-up
and a contractor secured prior to
that, a deadline of September 15
would seem to be in order,

The Board of Trustees and the
Stewardship Board will make fur-
ther annguncements as the need
ariges,

In another action, the conference
voled o name the Bible school *As-
sociation Luthoran Bible Schoal *
This coincided with the decision of
the corporation of the schools on
Thursday evening,

A REVELATION

This time 1 am n}ring a Fowr
waords about a well-known verse,
I John 1:9, where wo read, “If we
confess our sins, he I3 falthful
and just to fargive us our sins, and
b cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness,"”

I feel it is kind of risky to call
what [ am going to say about this
verse a revelation, I have In mind
what Paul ealls & revelation in
I Corinthians 14:30, If a revelation
is5 made to ancthes sitting by, let
the first one be stlent, What this
passage means, anyone g at liber-
ty to explain and let us all know,

When I started to seek the Lord
and was looking for Scripture to
rest om, I came upon this verse,
I John 1:9, Read it. Bui I thought,
this is a wery ecasy wayl Then [
said to myself, “This Is the Word
of God."™ There is nothing to mis-
understand. T believe it! 1 must be
saved! 1 thought it over again and
ggain. How easy it (s to be saved,
just to confess and believe for-
giveness, Again [ said to myself—
again 1 thought. Let me read some
Mo,

I wasz bome alone, the Book still
on the table and still open. 1 con-
tinued where 1 l&ft off and read,
“and cleanse us from all uvnright-
eousness.'” What a surprise! What
an encouragement! [ am mistaken,
There must be more to it than
just to believe forgivensss
Cleansed from all unrighteousness?
Ah, mo, T am not cleansed from
all wnrightecusness! The ‘“Word
states all unrighteousness. | could
not see salvation in this verse that
claims cleansing from all unrigh:-
enusness

I put the Book away and later
found consolation and the Way in
othér pagsaiges. But if we =ee it
right, 1 John 1:9 iz as clear and
cansaling for the sinner as any
verse 1o be found in the whole
Scripture, This i3 what 1 will now
attempt to prove b0 you

Forgiveness of sin Is the same as
t be cleansed from all unrighteous-
ness. Here we must be clear on
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what forgiveness of sin includes,
It is a blessing that we have an
puthority to refer to, namely, the
réevealed truth from God. the Old
and the New Testopmenis, In Jere-
miah 31:3 the Lord says “For
I will forgive their migquity and |
will remember their sin no mom.”
In Psalm 103: 12 we read “Asg far
a5 the sast is from the west, so far
does he remove our [ransgressions
from ua,”

From the New Testament, there
is Hebrews 8:12: “For 1 will be

merciful toward their iniguities,
and 1 will remember their sins no
It is a reality that God can for-
get sins! It ks becawse God has
spoken. He removes sin from the
sinner, He is the authority. The
Word of God says He takes away
sin, What He requires of vou is to
come and confess, That does not
secm 1o be much, Mayba He re-
quires so litile because §t is s0
litthe that we con do, But you see,
when your sin |8 forgiven, it I=

also forgotten and taken away by
God. I s exactly the same as to
be cleansed from all unrighteows-
ness. When vou are forgiven you
are without sin in God's sight.

I must add here that confession
of sin ls not so litthe! It is the
work of the Holy Splrlt to convict
of sin and bring forth confession
before God, Through forgiveness of
sip your way Is open for the heav-
enly glary,

—Rev. Knut Gjesfjeld
Thief River Falls, Minn.

=

—_—

From the Annual Repori of the Co-ordinating Commities

CONGREGATION ROSTER

Apuin this past year we have been encouraged by the following congregations voling
to affiliate with the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations:
|. Tarmarnk Evangelical Lutheran Church, Tamarak, Minn., Rev, Herbert Franz, Pastor.
2. Roseau Free Luthersn Church, Roseau, Minn., Pastor Edwin M. Kjos,
Spruce Lutheran Church, Roseau, Minn., Pastor Edwin M. Kjos.
. Bose Lutheran Church, Roseau, Minn., Prstor Edwin M. Kjos,
., Morland Lutheran Church, Salol, Minn,, Pastor Edwin M. Kjos.
Salem Lutheran Church, Radcliffe, lowa, Rev. Jay G. Erickson, Pasior,
Sunnvside Free Lutheran Church of Martin Loke, Stacy, Minn., Student Leslie Galland.
Calvary Lutheran Church, Eben Junetion, Mich,, Pastor Otto Saukersaon,
Hope Lutheran Church, Ishpeming, Mich., Rev. E Albert Hautamaki, Pastor.
. Redeemer Lutheran Church, Juanita, Wash,, Pastor Robert E. Rieth.
. Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Virginia, Minn., Student Marvin Haara,

We hid expected (o present a complete statistical report to this Conférenceé. However,

e Teiled 1o el a parochial report from some of ouwr parishes, and some of the reporis re-
ceived were incomplete, and therefore we are unable 0 give a statistical report, We have,
however, prepared a Congregation Roster including the congregations now affiliated, or in
fellowship with, the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations. But again, lack of infor-
miation is somewhat of a problem and therefore the possibility of error in owr listing of
conpregations should be kept in mind

The Cenpregation Rosier bs prepared as a separple reporl On the basls of information
available, our Congregation Roster includes 91 congregations affilisted, or in fellowship,
with the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations. In addition, there are eight other
congregations that are co-operating, and/or, contributing to the AFLC. Some of these, and
others as well, are in the process of coming with us and will apparently affiliate with the
AFLC in ithe near future,
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Clection Kesults

BOARD MEMBERS ELECTED BY CORPORATIONS
IN FARGD, N. DAK.
To the Board of Trustees of Assoclation Schools by
the Corporation
S=¥eiur term
Howard Lieder, Minneapolis, Minn.
Tao the Misslon Board by the Corporation
S-year lerm
Rew, A, L. Hokonson, Faith, 5. Dok

NOMINATING COMMITITEE FOR THE ARNNUAL
CONFERENCE OF 1968

Eastern Morth Dafsela

Clarence Quanbeck, McVille, M. Dak,
Western North Dalota

Pastor koute Jore, Culbertson, Maont
West Codrsl

Rev. Karl Stendnl, Kalispedl, Mont.
Eoulh Dakota

Rev. A. L. Hokonson, Faith, 5. Dak
Northern Minnessba

Harvey Dyrad, Newlolden, Minn
North Central Minnesala

Rev, Hubert DeBoer, Fosston, Minn
Central Minnesota

Harry Rorvig, Delion, Minn
Winnhpapolis

Elder Sorkness, Sand Creek, Wis.

Moyor Herichel Loskhewite of Forge od
drenapd the delegoter s Thendoy meening

July 11, 1867

ANNUAL CONFERENCE ELECTIONS

Vice President

I-year term

Rev. Richard Snipstead
Ferndale, Wash,

Secretary

l-year term

Rav. Harry C. Molstre
Dialton, Winn

Stewardship Board
S-YELF lErm

Even (kse

Thief River Frlls, Minn

Board of Publications and
Parish Education

-I-:'FE‘-ET [EFm

Kent Quanbeck

Meville, N, Dk

Youth Board

5-}'E‘.:II' LEFI

Sheldon Mortrud
Thief River Falls, Minn

Boord of Penslons
S=-¥EAr term

Albert Moen

Grand Forks, W, Dak.

Co-ordinnting Commiiies
SYEAT [Erm

David C, Hanson
Minneapolis, Minn

Two new positions on the
Commillee were created
when the revised Rules
for Waork were adopted

Mamed to these posts

WETE,

Martin Konsterlis
Willmar, Minn

Cliffiord Johnson
Esko, Minn.

MISSION CORPORATION

The following were nominated by the Annual Confer-
gnce for mémbership on the Mizsion Corporation and
warg glected by the Corporation in its annul meeting
in Fargo on June 16 for the terms indica ted.

Five Years
[Dr. Wayne Sletven, Faith, 5, Dk,
Iver Solberg, Ray, M, Dak
Rev. Harry C, Molstre, Dalton, Minn
Miss Judith Waold, Thief River Falls, Minn.
{x, M, Armison, Fargo, M. Dak,
Rev. G. F. Mundfrom, Pultwana, 5. Dak
Rev. Howard Kjos, Hampden, M. Dalg
Clifford Johnson, Esko, Minn
Hev, Fritjof Monseth, Valley City, N, Dok
Rev, Herbert Frane, Cloguet, Minn.

Four Years
Miver Landsverk. Fosston, Minn

Two Years

Francis Mongeth, Everety, Wash,
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SCHOOLS CORPORATION

The following were nominated

Conference for membership on the Schools Corpora-
tionn and were elected by the Corporation at its

annual meeting in Farga on Jané 13,

Three Years

Howard Lieder, Minneapolis, Minn.

Martin Konsterlie, Willmar, Minn.

Few. A L Hokongon, Faith, S, Dalk

Hans Tollefsaon, Hatton, M, Diak
Richard Snipstead, Ferndale, Wash,
Rev, Harry C. Molstre, Dalton, Minn,

Rev. Harold B Schafer, DeKalb, TIL

frs. Robert Bursheim, Minnespolis, Minn
Herber{ Presteng, Grafton, N, Dak.

Rev. David Molstre, Grand Forks, M. Dak.

[y
Rew

SITE NAMED FOR

Upon invitatien from 51 Paol’s Lutheran Church,
Kev. Herbert Franz, pastor, Cleguet, Minnesota, the
Annuval Conference of the Association of Free Lu-

1868 ANNUAL CONFEREMCE

Jdune 12=-16,
by the Annuaal

that time

theran Congregations In

lerpecn Eod wsarmly wrged

1868 will be held there

A mew church under construction by he congre-
gotion will be resdy for use by the conference al

Paitesr Len Shalibroten condeied the prover houri o e Con
the thiith lo #ows inka God's obilibg.

TARIRI: MY STORY

Az told to Ethel Emily Wallis by
Tarirl, Peruvian Indian Chief (Har-
per & Row, Publishers)

In the history of missions there
has been nothing like this magnifi-
cent story. Evervbody should read
it

Inte a strange, dark world of
mystery oand savagsry shone the
light of the Gaspel message, and
a brutal killer not only became the
recipient of salvation but he also
became a missionary to his own
people and others also.

Tariti, the great chief, was a
legendary figure nmong the tribes
along the eastern stopes of the
Andes Mountains in Peru, He was
of the Shapra tribe of the Candoshi
graup of Indinns. These people wore
not only head hunters, but head
shrinkers, and the man who ac-
quired the greatest sumber of thess
heads becarne the tribal chief. Their
lives were flled with all tvpes of
evil superstitions, the worship of
the boa snake, witchdoctors, and
chanting. In Tarri's own words,
“Wa really loved the devil™

Page Six

Then one day into the life of
Tarlri aned his people came two
American missionary women senf
by the Wycliffe Bible Translators
Alone and unprotected, Lorrie An-
derson and Darig Cox were fearless
becausg they carried the message
of the {','r-:'!lHE'rEl, Ir 1|"||,-_'..' had been
i, they would have been Killid
immaediataly. Instead Tarirl under-
took to protect them and ealled
therm his sisters

It was mecessary for them to
begin to translate the Gospel into
the language of the Shapras and
this took several years, Tarici him-
galf hulpr.r] the |__=||r|-:- with the lan-
guage study and then one day Doris
Cox said to him, “Brother, when
are you poing o receive Jesus?
Receive Him right now™

“1 said, 'All right." My heart was
s happy when 1 said, "All right.’
I received Jesus with my ragged
clothes on, without even having a
bath. Then we talked with Gosd.

"When I talked with Jesus, ]
said, "Wou cleanse me with your
blood., Put pood Inte my heart
My heEart ig dirty. Throw all the dirt
wwray, [ will follow only wou I
want to follow in the same path

with you. [ do mot want to live
bad any more, Takes osut everything
that holds me back. Throw it Far
oway. Send it away.”

“When [ sald that, lesus came
intg my heart.™

What a change took place in the
heart and life of this savage. He
immediately stopped killing people
and instead urged them o accept
Jesus as their Saviour, too, Ha has
had many opportunities to witnéss
af his salvation 1o high officials in
Peru as well as the United States.
The Lord tested his faith with the
death of his two dear sons and
several close calls with death in his
own life, However, Tariri remaoined
true to the Lord and continued to
grow in grace and faith. He is now
encouraging the building of schools
in hig country In order that his peo-
ple may learn to read and write the
Scriplunes also, The following siate-
ment i3 his own personal Cesti
mony:

“Why should even a chief say, 1
amy & chief? How can a PErEND e
greater than God? God made the
garth, and put it here for us to live
on. He planted food for us, like the

| Camteraed pen page i1
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McINTOSH CHURCH HOST
T WMF GATHERING

The Wamen's Missionary Fed-
eration of the North Central Min-
nesota District metr at Mt. Carmel
Lutheran Church in Melnlosh on
April 18

There were 66 registered for the
miarning session and others jolned
them in the allernoan.

Tha first session opened with a
hymn sing, including the themes
song, “Wonderful Peace, The
mormming HBible leader, Mrs, Melvin
Walla, and the afternoon beader,
Mrz, Alvilda Sale both wsed lsaiah
26: 3 a=z the basig for their studies,
The verse reads: “Thou dost keep
him in perfect peace whose mind
iz stayed on Thee, because he
trusteth  in Thee" -|-|.."_,:_. hath
brought out the point that we all
can experience & wonderful peace
of keart and mind which anly re-
pentance and tree faith in GGod can
give

For our business mesling, ihe
constitution was adopled with &
feww minor changes. The offering
for the doy was 5128,00,

Our thanks o the ML
ladies [or a delicious dinner

Grace Lutheran of Bagley inwited
us for the fall meeting. God willing

Pastor Hubert DeBoer chosed the
mégting with the henediction

Carmel

Mrs. Apnes Lewis
Secretary pre lem

duly [0, 1865

FIFTH ANNUAL CONVENTION
OF THE WMF

ur Women's Misstonary  Fed-
eration Convention mef at Fargo,
M, Dmk., on June 14 and 15, with
the theme: “Enlarge the place of
thy tents, and et them stretch forth
the curtains of thine habitations:
spere mot, lengthen thy cords and
strengthen thy stokes™ (l=za, 54:2)

How we wauld ke to convey
the wirm spirit and joyful inspira
tion of this meeting, but you would
have had to have besn there in
person Lo experience it The joy af
meeting Christinns from
states and sharing the good things
of the Lord was andther hiessing
in itself. We hope that many will
begin to pray and plan to attend
our mesting next June at Cloguet,
Minnesola, the Lord willing.

WIkTHES

& e Pam e deaveabes ol the WEF in Feegs on June
wad Poslor Horald Stkaler ore abf the Foitiem

After the opening prover session,
o fingaspiration was dicected by
Mrs. Henry Hanson, Mrs. Les Hanp
led in dovotions. Mrs. Russell Dun

can welcomed the audience, and
Mrs, Herbert Presteng pgave the
respanss The Eion LutheEran
Church of Tioga, M. Dak., fumished
the music in the form of a fine
ladees’ L.

Martha Kleppe of Thief River

Falls, Minn., gave a challenging
mesgape based on our theme from
Izakah, “We are not mesely (o hear
Goad's Ware, but are to act om it
There is only one true God, and
people need to realize His Judg-
ment on sin as stafted an His Word,
There is no escape from hell bt
to come as a helpless sinner to
Jogug for living faith and salva-
tion. Therp are some pEnpls who
simply neglect salvation, othors re-
iect it, while still others po through
the motlons of being Christians,
bul do not have the living Saviar
in their hearis. Salvation i3 offered

to all who will come to Jesus, and
thie time 1s NOW,
“To one who has this living

faith, the Bible urges him o extend

and expand God's kingdom. The
wnrld  will always tey to waler
down our faith, We need grace

from the Lord to spare not—ouor
prayers, possessiens, eforts, and
time—io extemnd God's Ringdom as
the time is shorl, Over half the
world has not vt heard the Gnos-
pel and this responsibility to bring

Bl M=y

Herhisd Praviengy
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the Gospel to every creaturs be-
longs to each Christisn. Satan will
always try to curtuil God's work,
baut may trouble drive us to mome
enrnest praver, It is most impor-
tant that Christians live the faith
they profess, (1) Proy that God
will send forth more loborers Into
the mission flelds (2} HBe willing
to go yoursell or let God send vour
son or daughter (nto the hareest
flelds., {3} D wour part in the
church and communily where you
live, God will use those who are
willing and faithful in litthe tasks
before He assigns them greater
tasks, May we also pray, ‘Locd,
find us men with fire in their hearts
ond wings on their fest' for the
wiork af Ged's kkingdam. "

During the business session,
Mrs. Herbert Presteng was re-
elected president and Mrs, R M.
Konsterlie treasurer, The Memorial
Sprvice wns conducted by Mrs,
Hans Tollefson with each district
president placing fowers in a vase
in remembrance of those who have
passed away this last year. The
Resolutions  were read by Mrs
Enute Jore, The offerings for the
AFLC BEible Schonl and combined
Library Fund exceeded 52 0060, Pas-
tor Schafer read preetings From
our threeg missionary familics,

Weddnesday afternoon began with
devations by Mers. F. B, Monseth,
followed by o message from Mrs,
Orville Olson of the Greenbush
parish, The Olson family had been
farming in lowa when the Lord
lzpped them on the shoulder and
led them to Bible school and then
tar JTnpan as missionaries, She spoke
of the need of “wholeheariedness"
in God's kingdom, When the Lord
called them from the farm, she at
first fell rebellious, but then dared
nat be dischedient to the Mazter's
coll, God gave grace for one step
at o time, and it is alwavs safe
to follow His leading. “The mission
field iz 0 lonesome place and our
missionaries fmeed our pravers and
moral support. Satan is strong in
these places, and we need (o storm
the gates of opposition that the
Holy Spirit moy be able (o enter

Poge Eight

hearts and change lives. Mission-
aries enjoy letters from home tell-
ing of events that have blessed our
own souls. We are often like the
child on the beach who spends time
leiting the sand sift through his
fingers. How many opporiunities
for God we let slip through our
hands every doy. May we pray
for grace to be like Hezehiah who
servied the Lord with all his heart,”

On Thursday evening, Mrs, Mel-
vin Walla led im devotions and
music was provided by the Girls'
Chorus of the AFLC Bible School.
Pastor Herbert Franz gave the mes-
sape from Matthew 9:35-38 He
stated, 1 have vet Io see & com-
promiging Christian lead a soul to
Christ, It is the person who has
the haart throb of Jesus who wins
spuls to Christ, We need to see
people through the compassionate
eves of Jesus. In view of the times
In which we live, we must go into
the highways and byways and com-
pel people to bo saved Mony mis-
slonaries have bought the road to
their fields with their blood.

“During World War 11, the story
is told of a battalion that had mis-
calculated some distance and nenr-
Iy all were wiped out, One soldier
dragged a wounded buddy behind
the batile lines, then went back for
another one. They tald him o stop,
but he sald he could not as he
heard his buddies crying, ‘Help me.”
He went back the third time bt
never returned. This is the compas-
slon for souls we need today, Jesus
was Lémipled fo stop short of His
mission, biar because He came 1o do
the Father's will, He had to go
all the way, Jesus saw (1) depart-
urg from God—we wers scapierad
ag sheop, not in the fold, and it
moved Him, He saw (2} depravity
in sin—and how we need a new
evaluation of sinsickness in preach-
ing today. A rofien tree brings
forth rotten fruit, and specific sins
need Lo be named or people will go
logt. A person without Christ is
rulad by Satan and capahle of the
vilest crime, May we analvee peoo-
ple in the Hght of Calvary and not
copdemn them bhut have compas-
sion. Jesus saw {3) destiny in hell

Heaven is eternal and 0 la hell
cternal. Jesug wept when He spoke
about hell, and & sermon on hell
in 1847 brought me to my knees
in mepeniance. How s it, parents,
are vour children all safely in the
fold® If we could only see a person
thirty vears from now in hell, we'd
have a real concern. Each person
wit meet i a candidate for hesven
ar hell. Jesus saw (4) despalr with-
out a shepherd, These are fearful
days—war, lust for power, the
World Church, ond open sin. Jesus
is leoking for Christians today o
tell the Gospel to the lost. We will
nat witness umtil we have first
experienced Christ's power In our
lives, How many have heard the
ery of the doomed? Remomber,
each Christian will give an ncoount
of how he has spent his lfe o
the judgment seat of Christ. Have
vou answered God's coll, first to
salvation, then to service?

Pastor John Sirand closed the
meeting with some comments and
the benediction. We are all thank-
ful for the privilege of being at
this convention and may the Lord
give us the power to act on the
Word that was piven out so abiim-
dunily,

Mes. Jay Erickson

Turiri: My Story
| Carriruned frore page 6]

cocona Fruit, and other things. That
is why we live strong. He put the
sun in the sky for us bo see by, He
did many things like that. We can-
nat live without Him, Without Him
we would be ke fish drunk with
barbasco root, not knowing whers
we nre golng, If one knows God,
he lives well, T received Jesus, Why
should T leave Him?

Your heart and soul will be
touched and thrilled by this true
miracle story, and with broken
hearts may we pray for more mis-
signiries to go to the ends of the
earth so all may hear that “Jlesus
died for vour sins and you may
have eternal life in Him.™

Mrs. Everait Eike
Radeliffe, lowa

The Lutheran Ambassador



AN INTERESTING COMNVEMNTION

The Annual Conference of 1967 is history, ending
several weeks ago, But it will live on, as all confer-
ences do, in the memories of those who attended and,
more importantly, through the carrving out of the
decisions arrived at in the business sesgions,

In this writer's opinion, the Annual Conference
of 1967 sustained a commendable pitch of interest
throughout, Whereas the one a year ago began slug-
gishly and then seemed to recover, this convention
was stimulating from start to finish,

That isn't 1o say that we're happy about every-
thing at our conferences and some things in that
riegard swill be noted in subsaquent editorials, But
the overall spirit of good-will, of optimism, of fel-
lowship, of willingness o work, stand out as Signs
of a goodly commupion given us by God

Good-will prevailed at Fargo. There was an open
sprit at the conference, Discussion was friendly.

In the deliberntion prior to the voie on the build-
ing project at the Blble school, for instance, one pastor
suggested that there were reasons why it might be
better to delay construction of the dormitory for
a year ar two, All the other speaking was In fovor
of an immediate beginning. “When the wvote on the
resolution was announced it revealed the result as
130-1 in favor of starting as soon as possible. Matur-
ally, many wondered whether the pasior had cast
the lone dissénting hallot, It was a rother touching
moment as that pastor asked for the floor to declare
that he had not voted against the measure and woald
be backing it all the way,

There was a spirit of optimism at Fargo. This is to
be expected of a young church organization with
open deors on all sldes, There |5 zomething to deo.
There 13 a need (o build wisely and well in all areas
of the work. The feeling is présent that this can be
dane. This is a yvoung church and it is looking for-
ward,

Fellowship was experienced in Farga. Onee again,
the testimonies at the Friday night laymen’s service
were good, That sérvice, by the way, was conducted
by & South Dakota cattle rancher and the message
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was delivered by another one, Bur not only in the
garvices, bui Ip all of the visiting thai poss on in a
conference there was much pleasant Christian Fellow-
ship. This is not to be despized. In a time when warmmith
has gone out of so much church activity, it (2 pood
when Christian friendship can be realized.

Finally, in Fargo thers was a willingness to work
evidenced, This is revealed primarily in the scceptance
of the building project, This project is going to mean
work, Mot only must many thousands of dollors
be ralsed within the next few months, bui when the
building s completed it must be furnished, no small
task in itself. But the people at conference felt that
the job could be done, and would be done,

In other ways also there appears 1o be a moving
anew Into the work of God. This is good. Let us pray
that it is no mirage,

The conference ks over. Tt was o good conference.
We have indicated the spirit which prevailed, May
the conference live on Im good works became
deeds in the little ares of the kingdom where we are,

RESPONSIELE FREETHIM

We are an association of free congregations. We
pride ourselves mn ouwr freedom under God. Local
congregations are ofien anxious o have the word
“free" attached to their name.

Many of us were raiged in the atmosphere of
congregational freedoim. For others it 18 a new experi-
ence to live under such a polity or government, bul
they like it,

The congregation §s the right form of the kingdom
of God on earth, we say, Where there are believers
and the Word of God and the Sacramenis, there
the church is.

S far, s0 good. These things we believe and by
them we live.

But there ia another side to the coin, It was sug-
gested in the article in the previous Ambossador called
“Freedom Is a Two-edged Sword,” The othér side is
responsibility, Remembeér the man who said, "They
[wur pncestors] only had te fight for frecdom. We have
o leve with it

This matier of responsibility for free churches
comes into focus largely in the relationship of ope
congregalion to another, A local congregation is the
church., True, But in another sense, a local congrega-
thon s not a church until it is united in Christ's
commission with one or more other congregations
Why? Because only as it reaches beyvond its own com-
miunity does it finally fulfill Christ's purpose. And in
the Association the congregations nre not large and
thus deubly stand in need of each other to make that
outreach.

Therefore, it sepms to us, in the midst of our
considerations of congregational freedom we ought
io give more study o this question of how we become
more what we oughit o be by working together.
We are free congregations, but we are terribly de-

Page Nine



pendent upon one another, That Ea'y bad, but good,
In this inter-relationship, what responsibilities are
ours?

It iz at the Annual Conference that the congregm-
tions meet and diseuss the work they do topsther,
Here they vote on resolutions, make the major daci-
shond and elect or nominate those whoe will eonduet
the work during the year. Here they are Fulfilling an
important part of their life as the church.

If this is 50, and we think it 5, it seems middling
strange thal aboug one-thicd of the congregatlons of
our fellowship were not represented at all during
the business sessions of the recent conference. At no
time during the convention were the other two-thirds
all represented at any ong session, It is our guess
that when the decision to build the dormitory was
made perhaps forty of the congregations had repre-
sentntives on the Aoor.

These ahsences bother us,

This freedom of the congregations certainly in-
volves the freedom to not be represented at the
Annual Conference, But why does this situation exist?
Is this the exercise of responsible freedom? Chuite
likely no one congregation made the official decision
to not be represented, It just furned out that way.
Well then, what can we do to help one another 1o
fuller participation, to the fulfillment of the life of
the congregation as the church?

This is a guestion we ought to be concerned
with and of which we shall speak Turther in the nexi
{=sum,

GOD BE WITH YOu

When this copy of The Lutheran Ambassodor
reaches vou | shall be ot sea {some of you will say
thai thay is nothing new) and in the midst of my
Journey to Norway, the land of my forefathers,

The travel schedule had a train trip from Min-
neapolis starting Monday evening, July 10, and aeriv-
ing in Mew York Wednesdoy morning. Cur stesmship,
the Cwilafford, embarked that afternoon, The arrival
in Bargen, first stop in NMorway, 18 set for Wednesday,
July 18,

This is purely & pleasure trip. I is being made
primarily in order that | might visit relatives, most

of whom [ hawe never sern, Father was the only one
of his immediate family who came to America. While
my mother has kept in touch with the family across
the ocean, there has long boen the desire for a personal
contact. That is now being fulfilled.

1 shall not see much of Norway, Stops will largely
be confined to Bergen, my father's home on the island
aof Huglo, Oslo, and Hallingdal, the home of my mater-
nal grandpurents.

And armed with the greetings of the Annual Con-
ference in Fargo, T hope to call upon several of the
mission leaders of Morway. Pastor and Mrs. Monseth
will have many more of these contacts as they are
on quite an extensive preaching mission in that land

Approximately two weeks will be spént in tour-
ing o few of the other countries of western Europe.
The first will be England whers | have two or three
contucts outside of London, One is at Halifax where
I shafl see a man, a family friend, who taught in the
high school in Govan, Saskatchewan, briefly and that
was over 30 vears ago. The other is near Bristol where
I am to visit an elderly pastor scquaintance of our
own Pastor Gerald Mundfrom, a friendship that gpoes
back to the days of the War,

Then there will be London, France, Switzerland,
Holland, Germany, Denmark and Sweden,  Too much
o see and too fittle time in which to see it. Oh, yes,
if nll poes well, T shall make a stop at the Meuse-
Argonne Amerlcan cemetery in France,

It iz good to know that The Lutheran Ambassodor
will be in capable hands during my absence. Dir. Iver
Olson has consented to take on this added work even
though It is not coming at a very convenient time
faor him 1 know that you will give him the same kind
of conperation which | have recelved.

And =0, God be with you nnd with me in these
summer months., Many of you will be laboring at
regular daily tasks, but they are noble if dong unto
Him, For me there will be many new experiences, but
it is my desire always on this trip to travel as an
ainbassador of the Lord Jesus Christ. Brethren, pray
for me, and 1 shall uphold you also before that throne
of grace which may be besicged from any corner
of the carth. —Raynard Huglen

Motice
TEMPOIRARY EDITORIAL OFFICE

From mnow until September 13,
Editor F.u_','l.'l.u:l'd Hun]l:n is not avael-
able Tor editorial consullation,

He has propared the mext |s5iie
of the Ambazzacdoer which will be
published on July 25.

Any material in the office which
i designated for the next three
tmsues after that has been forward-
ed to the temporary editor, Dr
Iver Cisamn,

Page Ten

Material intended for inclusion
in the issues of August 22 (there
is no issue om August 83), Seplem-
ber 5 or September 19 should be
sent lo:

D, Iver Olson
3311 14th Avenue South

Minneapolis, Minnesota HE407

Deadlines for these issues are
given in parenthesis.

August 22 (August §)

September & {August 19)

Spptember 19 [September 2)

Those who have material for the
women's page, Women for Christ,
are reminded that this should beo
sont flrst to Mrs, Jay Erickson,
Radcliffe, lowa,

Contributions to the youth page,
Luther Leapue Activities, are to bé
mailed to the temporary editor of

that section, Mr. Ken Maoland,
B0g9ls  Walnut, Grand Forks,
M, Dak,

The Luthernn Ambassador



An unsaved person has no spiritial sense dnd Tor that reason he
cannot discern spiritual things. This can pasily be illustrated. As vou
know, we live in Oregon, n beautiful state. We look at the trees in the
spring, swmmer, and fall, and enjoy the diferent shades, colors, and
varieties,

But o blind person cannot see, admire and enjoy these beautiful
things in God's nature, Why? Simply because he lacks the sense that
brings him in contact with these charming and delighiful things.

The game can be applied to music and singing We do enjoy the
wonderful melodies that God brings to our ears both through nature,
musical instruments, and human volces.

But what aboui & deafl person? He cannot appreciate these things
at all because he |s deprived of the sense that brings him in actual
contact wsrith the great world of sounds and melodies,

It iz identically the same way in the spiritual realm. The natural
man cannol see, hear and enjoy these wonderful things in the spiritoal
world, because he has not received the Spirit of God and 15 therefore
deprived of that spiritual sense which enables him (o appreciate spieitual
things.

Hut God hath revealed these things unto us by his Spirit. My, what
a change! Mow we starl to see things in a new light, Gods people
hive four 8¥es ..., .00vernran- {Eph. 1:18j.
The Holy Spirit lepds us into the Word, We are exploring and discovering
things that we never saw before. And as we read the Word we hear
Giod speaking to us about sin end grace. Through these two channels
God's Word enters our hearts, Then we can sav with the prophet of
old: 1 Tound wour words, and | did eat them; and vour word was
unto me the joy and rejoicing of my beart,” When your heart is full
of the joy of the Lord, you will discover you have an overflow valve—
your mouth (vs, 13). “For out of the abundance of the heari the mowth
spemketh” (Mott. 12: 34) .

What ls yvour heart full of®
Your mouth will vell.

AUGLST 1967

Read | Corinthinns 2:6-16.

The first word of this paragraph arouses attention: “Howbeil"
It is true that the message of the cross doss not come with excellency
of speech or persuasive words of wisdom. MNevertheless, that does not
mean that the Christien message is devoldd of wisdom. Far from it
But it is entirely different from that of the world. It is on a higher
level. “For my thoughts are not your thoughts. .. for as the heavens are
higher than the esrth, 50 are my thoughts higher than yvour thoughts"”
(Tsa, 55:8, 9),

We speak this wisdom among those who are perfect, Paul says.
Is anybody perfect? Mo, this word perfect does not mean sinless,

It means mature, it means those who are well established and
instructed in the Word so they have reached the age of maturity in
the things of God, The word in Philippiens 3:15 has the same meaning,

This wisdom is quite different from the wisdom of the world, How
does the apostle describe it fhverse T2 . ... Lo iiiiinn.,



1. This wisdom s & .......... . It cannot be explainegd, It iz
beyond our understanding. What did the learmed MWicodemus say about

R i B e R A B . {John 3:-9)
o S o s i o e Frmnmnmhuhuhid:hue
e, g R S P ol (T ; (Matt. 11:25).
BB BA G iaieas . PR NS, 1 @i (. .

4. It was unknown to the prtuuu and leaders of this world (verse B).
To whom is he referring® . ... ... .,
He says that if they had known tI:Li: wjdum l.he-_v.r wnuld tmt I1.|11.re
crucified the Lord of glory. | love that name of my Lord—the Lord of
glory. He did not look Jike the Lord of glory when He was standing
im Pilate’s hall, clothed im a mocking robe, bleeding, crowned with
thorns. Only the eye of faith could see that

The rulers could not see it so they crucified the Lord of glocy.
They did it in ignorance, so He plended with His Father as they nailed
Him to the tree: “"Father, forgive them, for they know not what they
do" (Luke 23:34), Look up I Timothy 1:13,

5. This wisdom can be obtained in only one way: through revelation
af the Holy Spirit,

Let us congider the 8th verse. The Apostle is quoting this from
Isainh G4:4. "Bul as it is written, eve hath not seen, nor hear heard,
neitheér have entéred into the heart of man, the things which God hath
prepared for them that love him."

“The things which God hath prepared. . . "

First of all, thiz has to do with a prepared way of salvation, But
no homan being could ever imagine that the way of salvation would
go via Calvary’s cross, where God's own Son would die for our sins
Thiz kind of wisdom could never have originated in a human heart,
buit only in the heart of God.

This is the wisdom, the philosophy, the mystery of God. It is not
of this age, bound and limited by a period, It is of all ages, because
it is of God, The rulers of this world did not know it. And wet this
mystery has its greatest marvel in the fact that that very crucifixion,
which showed the darkness and blindness of the rulers of the world,
became the center of light for humanity in the cross, God's wizsdom
unveiled and unfolded. He owerruled Satan and uwsed the very enmity

of man (o realize hig foreordained plan for our salvation, and thereby
he slew the enmity (Eph. 2: 16) .

He haz not only prepared a full and free salvation, bat He has
prepareéd an eternal home for His own in heaven. Heaven iz a prepared
place for m prepared people.

The rubers of this world did not know, thelr eyes could nal see,
their gars could not hear, their heart could not perceive what God
had prepared; but how do ene know?

Giod “hath reveoled them wnto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit search-
eth all things, yea, the deep things of God™ (vs, 10).

“Mow we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit
which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given
to us of God™ (vs, 1Z}.

Therg are two great forces in the world, and they are constantly
struggling for the domination over our soul and body, These are the evil
forces and the good forces, They are both powerful. In this verse they
are called the spirit of the world and the spirit of God.

Is the spirit of the world possessing and dominating every unsaved
person? even the niee, respectable, unsaved church members? ... ...

What dors Paul say about it in Epheslans 2:3 3% __.........

He says the spirit of the world comes from Saton just as m.LreI]r &g rhe
Spirit of God comes from God, And just as surely as the Spicit of
Gawd dwellath in every believer, so the spirit of the world and the devil
dwells in every unbeliever. He is not only dwelling there, but he is
working there—he “worketh in the children of discbedience™ (Eph. 2:3).
He has nothing against people being religious. If he can use that to
hinder people from getting converted, he will encourage it. But on the
other hand, if a person gets under convietion and staris to seek the Lord,
the spirit of this world will use every means and méthod to hinder him
from getting saved. He worketh in the children of disobedience. As long
as o person is dominated by this spint, he will not receive the things
of the Spirit of God: “for they arg foolishress unto him, nelther can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned” (va. 14} .

How many senses has a normal person? ......... A Christian has
more than that. He has six senses, The sixth is the spiritual sense.



SPEAKING OF PLANS

Jane Thompson, regular youth
editor for the Ambossedor, has
taken a leave of absence for the
summér months, Your new editor
certalnly has his doubis about ea-
pably stepping into the shoes of
a journalism major with substan-
tinl mewspaper experience, The call
iz sent owut o Luther Leaguers
Ih:r||rJ|.:I1||uI our church to respond
by sending news of their local
League activities.

Because news iz scare, the wvauth
page this time will take the form
of a column or an editorial or
something of that nature. There nre
[wo areas | would Hke to write on:
(1} plans for the summaer, and (2)
plans for the future, 1 feel thas
pach af thesa i of immediate in-
terest and affects all of us either
direcily or indirecthy.

The occasion which enables me
to e wribtlng this article (e, Jane's
leaving town) is what caused me
to consider the first question. Jone
is in full-time service to God and
the church this summer. She will
be taking surveys and helping the
local congregations  {in another
Lutheran bodyd in their mission
work. An excellent opporiunity for

Luther
L.eague
Activities

Edited by Ken Moland

personal  evangelism  awaits  the
Parlsh Misslon Bullders as they go
door to door asking survey gques-
tions such ns “How does one be-
come a Christlan? or “What do
you think of the person of Jesus
Christ?”

The question is ralssd o wus,
"“What am I doing in service o God
and Bo our church durin_[_l; | e
summaer months?'® With no school
activitles 0 OCCUpy our Time, we
are more free (o participate in sery
e proEcis. Sometimes our church-
&% po on vacation during the
summer months, But this is not
necessary. Mor is it pood 1I1|:n|n|3:.'

Wie are called o e misstonanes
That is a privilege we are entithed
to because of Christ's work and
His command. Someone onee said,
“Either ddch of us s o |'||i55|-r_||'|,=:|:':.'
or we are a mission fleld."” Maybe
we s professing Chreistians nead (o
meditate on this thowght,

Whar can we 467 We can't all
bo in full-time service, although
it would be nice. I'm going 1o
leave this gquestion partly up to
thee Ingenwiy of you :e.|'_|5|r|i_|ingl Ln-
telligent Leaguers. You know best
the needs of vour particular area,
And it is within you that this musi

start, Sugpestions or ldeas from
e cnilsicle Ay simply be .‘\-|!rll.;.'l.:'."l.1
off unless vou get vourself involved

Allow me to throw out a few
skeichy thoughts along this line
The survey idea sounds like o pood
one, Canvass the area around your
church, Politely invite the people
i chuech of they don't attemd rep-
ulnrly, You may make up a survey
of your own with interesting, im-
portanl questions, These things can
be done individually or in teams of
tano or three,

Another open fleld s nursing
homes and rest homes (o the com-
muniy. Gef your youth grouap to
gether and sing for them and wisit
with  the residents  lsdividually,
They will enjoy it and it will ha a
'I:-|-:'==.i:|||.: o the visitor also. Read Lo
those who can't see to repd any
longer, and 1o thoss who can Fray
with them I'hére
are mony oven in these homes who
are secking for the peace of Gl

I could mention more projects
but thede will =ulfice as illustra-
igns. | encourape vou that if vou
decide to try something in chis line,
and T hope you do, o ger “fired
up" absoat {1, If virr comsider it &
chbrfe ar a burden. that's what (i
will be. If vou consider It @ 0%
and a privilepe, that, too, will camy
through.

Tulk to your pastor. He'll have
itdtas and probably could use some
help, too. And then, don’l forget
tx pray! Pray thalt God will use
your ministry and serviee (o His
honor and glory and o the Further
nnce of His kingdom

Table with them

THOSE RECENT ARTICLES

[n previous issues of the Ambos
sador you have read articles by
yvouth from different schools and
oecupaiions, | hope that you have
congidered and compared these pe-

Kalispell, Montana in 1967

July 11, 1567
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Seok the puidance

if wour pastar and counsalors. Talk
it over with vour parenis. And
masl  imporiont, bring it hefope
G, Trost Him to lead you

I'm sure that any of the con

tributers of articles woukd he will
further guestions
Check the
papers for their addresses.

We
thaought o a vear or
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thag
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wou may  have
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Urge Rive

10§

schocl. We need oy be groundsd in
the Word of Goad in this ncceleratad
ngre., Hible nlso a pood
placa o |'||.'||- ane deckde what his
task will be, Pray
ety aboul thess matters

What &5 your League dolng to
pol ready Tor Kalispell? Are
rasing monev? Are vou planning?
Are you praving?

Send Luther League news, local
or district, o Ken Moland, 9088
Walnut, Lrand Forks, N, Dak
58201
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SOMETHING-TO-THINK-ABOLT
DEFARMENT
Accusation against Christians o
this world which is largely with
out Christ: Guilty of indecent com-

posune’
sl

appear to be spintual conscientious
ahpeCiirs. Are you!

Some of Christian Church

Silence may bp |:‘.J|-:[|:'|:|. 5t SOrmE-

times it's just plain yellow

WELCOME TO KALISPELL!

Al the vouth banguel in Fargo
during the conference, T sensed o
premt  enthusizsm for the Luther
League Conventlon in Kaolispell, If
this s indicative of how many othes
voung people in the Association
feel, then we have great things in
store for Aupust | 7-21

I'e begin with, we had anticipat
ol using molels for lodging both
vorunp pecple and others who weil
However, molels
nmi
are

WENL 10 Come

ErE are eExXpensive
for that many
this “rourst

TERErV Ul Hans muindp

rESETV -
ard (o
whsre

Lieans
lanad’
far im ad

meL in
e
VEITM:DY

(EETR

by using the |loesl

solved (hat
Mational Gasand

now we have

irmy colz. Don't forgel vour sleep
for wou will neesd
lhis way

hages thouph

those on the cots Mo

MATHEAD LAKE. nege Enlispesll

bjunidiasics af Ma Llastod Sheted. ®enseing aear

Manlang

wanie lelhp i unesielled far Fhing, boaling, b

need make no lodeing reservations
it molels oF botels, The school
bonrd has granted us the
srhonl facilities for lodping. which

fifty cents (5.50) per

e o

will be only

e

by

vk

BEAR GRASS, bleeming =a the Goingn-the-Sun Highway, In Clocer Netlosal Posk. Od

the hundeds of worisfles ol losen found s Fhe Peaak, sawe b ®woe eedsccler Bees Baar
Ceone. Blcoming prefusly wolosg the highway durleg June and Jedy, |1 commonds  much
aitaniion ~Phota by B Schmidi

Puge Fowrbedn

i the lorgmt body of freash woler witkia the
30 wmiley lang and 10 miles wida, Thix Famous
Py @mall eiping — Pagin hy Locy

person per day

All convention sessions will be
held in the Linderman Junior High
School gym, Parenis and other
adults who wish to atiend the Con
vention, and would wish to have
lndging reservations, please srite
o me as soon of vou can, If vou
plan to bring & camper, please write
to e for reservations for parking
it. State also whether you would
like to park it in Kalispell or ar
a nenrby lake Also, stote the num-
bher of days vou expect to stay,

Maturally, we are thrilled to have
the convention in Kalispell, And
we ook forward to God's choicest
hlessing upon us

Karl Stendal, Pastor

Stillwater Lutheran Church
Three Mile Dirive

Kalispell, Montama

Phane: THb=2Z1d4 Kalispell

(Please do not call collect)

The Lutheran Ambossador



CHURCH-WORLD NEWS

BERETHREN GROUP MAY
DISCIPLINE SOME PASTORS

Fergus Falls, Minn.— {Spacial}
The Church of the Lutheran Breth-
ren of America, at ite §7th annual
convention here, took action to
drop pastops whe “cease 1o reflect
the position of the church in doc-
tring, ethical standing or spiritual
amphasis.”

The church voted to maintain an
official mmster of pastars in pood
standing and agreed that clergy-
men may be omitied from the ms-
ter by the exetulive committee,
An appeal provision was included,

—The Minneapoliz Star

LWF TO HOLD "T0 ASSEMBLY
IN PORTO ALEGRE, BRAZIL

Waterloo, Ontario, Can—{LC)
—The Lutheran World Federation
will hold its Fifth Assembly, orig-
inally planned for East Germany,
at Porto Alepre, Brazil

An invitation to meest in Latin
America was extended by the
Evangelical Church of the Lutheran
Confession [n Brazil and was ac-
cepled unanimously by the LWF's
Executive Committer at its annual
meating here, June 12-18,

Officers af the lederation wers
authorized to set the precise dates
and select the place of meeting for
the session, which is expected to
lagt 10 days during July of 1870,
[ts theme will be “Sent into the
World."

The lederation had scheduled the
next assembly for Weimar, East
Germany, In 1968, but the German
Democratic Republic (DDR) last
vear reversed its initial approval,
the LWF was informed, becouss it
waog felt the mesting would serve
“no ugeful purpose.”

Tuly 11, 1967

As a mesult, the federation post-
poned the assembly for a year to
1970 and directed its staff and
officers to explore the possibilitics
for an alternate meeting place. In-
vitations were received from West
Germany and Austria, in addition
to Brazil.

Organized ot Lund, Sweden, in
1847 as successor to the old Lu-
theran World Conventlon, which
had been In existence nearly 25
vears, the LWF met at Hannover,
Germany, in 1952, at Minneapolis,
Minn., in 1957, and at Helsink,
Finland, in 1963,

Previous assemblies have uswally
consisted of about |,000 delegates,
consultants and officlal visitors, bt
it is expected that representation
will be reduced considerably for
the Parto Alegre meeting.

MISSOURI SYNOD SHOWS
22 PERCENT MEMBERSHIF
GAIN LAST YEAR

St, Lowis, Mo, June 15—Tatal
membership of The Lutheran
Church=Missouri Synod in Worth
America has climbed above 28
million, the Synod's Department of
Rezsarch and Statistics reported.

Ini its annual report the synodical
agency listed an increase of 28,642
baptized members 1o hring Lotal
membership to 2816883 in the
United States and Canada,

However, the one-percent in-
crease in total membership was
topped by the gain in communicant
members, 41013, & 2.2-parcent
boost, Communicant membership
totals |,BE60,949,

The greater increase (0 comen-
nicant members tends o support
comtentions of |;|3,rr'.||:r|:|:i|,'.|.|.| afficials
who feel that a steadily declining
birth rate is causing a leveling off
in baptized mombership.

REFORMATION MEAMNING
TODAY DISCUSSED BY
BISHOF LILJE

Waterfon, Ontarie, Can—{LC})
—0One of the “preat concepts of
the Reformation—that the Chris-
tian has to live in the world—
gave rise to the "modern phenamie-
non of secularization of the worid,”
Lutheran EBishep Hanns Lilje of
Hannover, Germany, said here in
i lecture to the Executive Com-
mities of the Lutheran World Fed-
aration,

Speaking on the theme, “Ref-
ormation Toeday,” the former presi-
dent of the LWF declared that “to
a very large extent it was Luther's
merit that he pave bach to the
worild its dignify."”

"Man, when fulfiliing his earthly
and human dutles, & serving God,"”
he zaid. “The whale modarn iden
of service and vocation is derived
from this Lutharan concept.”

At the same time, while this
evaluation of the waorld by the Ref-
ommatlon has resulted in the “‘sec-
ulsr city,” Bishop Lilje =aid "i
would be a sheer demial af the
essence of Christianity if this con-
cept of the secular world would
lead s to base sight of the church
altopether,

Tt is true that the world ks the
Lord's. ... It &5 within the frame-
work of the order which He gave
that the world exists, The meaning
of the Old Testament term ‘shalom’
is exacily thiz: a world which
hives within thése orders and rego-
lations that God gave to the world.™

The bishop, who has publishad
a number of scholarly works on
Lusther, called the Reformation of
450 years ago “one of the great
turning points of histary."”

“There are formative periods in
history in which the destiny of
suceeeding generations iz deter-
mined. The Reformation iz one of
these."
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STRAIGHT 15 THE GATE
T HEAVEN ABOVE

Straight is the gate to heaven There is a place at God's right
.hﬂwr hand
For thee in heaven so fair,

And narmow is the way;
g For thes in héaven so fair.

Yot there |z room in God's great

love
In Jesus' heart th till is rodm,
For thee, for thee alway, 1 Bawved is mu,':,rzl:c,: =
For thee, for thee alway. The pospel message bids thes come,
Praise God who loves Lthee, oo,
in Parpdize there still s room, Praise God who loves thee, oo,

There still is room for thes;
For thee the Saviour hath a home, Now God be pralsed, who even me
Where heavenly mansions be, A glorious diadem

wi hea vt : b Will grunt when [ His glory see
" ¥ i In His Jerusalem,

Though thousand times ten thou- [n His Jerusalem,

sand stand —Lina Sandall
White-robed in glory thers, {from The Lutheran Hymnary)
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