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FAMINE OF THE WORD
OF GO

Amos S 11=13

“You don't miss the water till
the woll poes dry” is o quaint ex-
pression. A person seldom appreci-
ales the ability 1o perform simple
tasks of life till they are taken
away, Just to be able to walk—so
simple a process—Iis something to
be envied if legless or crippled.
Let's appreciate our  privileges
while we yet have them.

In Amos 8:11-13 we read some
very challenging words:  “"Behold,
the davs come, saith the Lord Je-
hovah, that 1 will send a famine
in the land, nod & famine of bread,
nor a thirst lor water, bot of
hearing the words of Jehovah, And
they shall wander from sea to sea,
and from the north even to the
gast; they shall run to and fro
to seek the word of Jehovah, and
shall not find it. In that day shall
the fair virging and the young rmen
falnt for thirst,” 15 that famine
wpon us now, of how far away
is it?

Like political Hberty and plosi-
cal health, how long a person can
cxist in a famine depends on the
stamina of the Individual, Surely,
we arg living In some cold spiritual
times today, And the prospect for
the next genoration is even more
bleak!

It iz wery =ad indesd 1o =ee
howar few adults have a testimony
of living with Jesus! How foew seem
to know what Jesus was talking
to Nicodemus about In John 3,
when He sald, “Ye must be bom
again. And really, this isn't the

—— —
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saddest part; the adults have had
an opporiunity to accept or reject
Christ—but what about the chil-
dren of today? How can they pos-
sibly kmow what truth i5? So-called
Christianity runs the full gamut of
beliefs today—from crass materlal-
ism to eternal security in being
baptized and confirmed!

Is théra a famine of the Word
of God today? 1= there a famine of
aof the Word af God in vour com-
munity? How about in your church?
There are even preachers who are
not preaching for the salvation of
gouls, but rather for the perpetua-
tion of their synods and groups.
And it's frustrating to see people
who have a testimony for Jesus
Chirigt =atizfied to go along with
this heresy without even a word
of complaint! How can the world,
how can the children growing up
today, know truth from ermor?

If there's o famine of the Word
of God today, just wait till Amos'
prophecy becomes a reality! He
gava thai then “they shall wander
from sea to sea and from the north
to the east; they shall run to and
fro.”" Why? Because they will be
leoking for something which ey
cannot live without—but will not
be able to find it? Now, it’s s0 casy
to treat the Gospel of Christ with
a “rake-it-or-leave-it®  attitude—
because the message isn't vitel to
them. But whan "the well goes dry,"
thers will be more of a realization
of the loss—but the Word here
sayz “they shall not find it."

You who know the truth in
Jesus Christ, are you proclaiming
the truth for the sake of the youth
and the world? Many church people
don't have any ideéa what's going

—— ] o

Afmrd:}fg lo the Word

on in the rest of the religious com-
mumity of the world, because
those who “know” wish to have
“peace at all costs” even if it is
“cemetery peace.”

God's Word hasn't been entrust-
ed toous to lull w8 o sleep (either
physically or spiritually), God's
Word has been given to us to be
a norm and a guide for living and
dying, and preparing us for that
prepared abode in eternity.

If the present trends of Chris-
tianlty contlnue, verse 13 will Hter-
ally take place before our eyes
with the children now in the world
“In that day shall the fair virgins
and the young men faint for thirst.”
We have already besen told in verse
11 that the famine woulda't be for
lnck of bropd or water; thers will
be plenty of food for the body. But
this kind of food, vital as it l=, is
nover ensugh! “Man cannot live by
bread alone,” Jesus reminded Satan,
“but by every word that procesdoth
out of the mouth of God."

There needn't be the famine of
God's Word; this is the resule of
falling away from the Lord. He
desires to glve us only the best,
both in this life and in the naxtl
But it is dependent upon us adher-
ing to Hizs standards, Even as He
has promised His people, His bless-
ing is directly dependent upon Him
being im His rightful place: frst
in thelr hearts; first in their lives

Dr, Billy Graham emphasizes o
truth in the hearts of many Chris-
tians in urging us to storm the
throne of grace that God shall re-
vitalize His Church and send a great
awakening in Amerlca, before the
sins of our ways shall destroy sl

—Hubert F, De Boer
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A Fourth of July Reminder;

FREEDOM IS A

TWO-EDGED SWORD

Arthur Gardon

Last summer on the Fourth of
July T found mysell in a group lis-
tening to a short patriotic pddress.
The speaker tolked about the mean-
ing of Independence Day. He spoke
of the men who signed the Declar-
ation, their courage, their dedica-
tion. He reminded us of our heri-
tage of freedom, how preclous it =
and how jealously we should guard
it

We mpplaoded when he was
throwgh, But suddenly, as ihe ap-
plavse died away, a voice spoke
from the crowd: “"Why don't you
tell them the whole truth?

Startled, we all looked around
The words had come from a young
man in a tweed jacket with untidy
hair and intense, angry eves. He
might have been a college student,
a poet, o Peace Corps worker, al-
mixst anything.

"Why don't wou tell them that
freedom (s the most dangerous gift
anyone can receive?” he said. “Why
don't you tell them that it's a two-
edped sword that will destroy us
unbess we learn how to use it and
soon? Why don't ¥ou make them
gee that we face o greater challenge
than our ancestors ever did? They
only had to fight for freedom, We
howe to Hve with it He stared for
a morsent at our blank, uncompre-
hending faces. Then he shrugged
hiz way through the crowd and
Was gOne.

MNow, almost a vear later, 1 find
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mysell still thinking about that
young man. [ think he was a person
seized by a swilt and stunning in-
sight, and he had (he courage to
shout it out. He was right: freedom
is dangerous; it con b a two-edged
blade, Look at this country today,
All around us there seems o be a
drastic decline in morals: cheating
where once there was honesty, pro-
miscuity where once there was de-
cency, crime where once there was
reapect for law, Everywhere there
seems (o be a growing laxness, an
indiference, o softness that terrifies
pecple who think about it

And what lies behind all this?
Perhaps the angry young man was
teving to tell us the truth. Perhaps
wia dp have a blind and misguided
concept of liberty. Perhaps we are
using the freedom of choice gained
for us by our forefathers to choose
the wrong things.

Ever since our country won §is
independence, something in us has
been deeply suspiciows of authority,
“Five ug more freedom!™ has been
our constant ery. This was valid
when it was direcied against tyran-
By or oppression or exploitation,
but we have pushed the concept far
beyvond that. The freedom we now
clalm haz come to mean fresdom
from all unpleasantness: from hard-
ship, from discipline, from the stern
wobce of duty, from the pain of self-
sacrifles,

“Gilve us fewer rules, or more
elastic ones!™ This demand has

weakened our courts of justice and
shaken the foundations of the
church.

“Give us more leisure and less
work! This one sounds enlightened
and alluring, but at the end of the
road lie sterility and boredom.

“Give us the freedom to decide
moral gquestions for ourselves!™
This one ignares the fact that once
morals become relative it is hord
to justify any morality at all

Asg a nation In ghort we have
clamared for total freedom, Mow we
have just about got it, and we are
facing a hleak and chilling trath:
we have flung off one external re-
straint after another, but in the
process we hove not learned how
bo restrain ourselves.

It is this truth that causes, deep
in owr souls, the uneasiness we fieel
despiie all pur prosperity and poswa-
gr, It is the knowledge that we
have abandoned our ancient cer-
tninties but have so far found
nathing ta replace them. It is the
premonition that unless we learn
to control ourselves this climate of
ubtra-freedom may be replaced by
a climate of repression. It iz the
Fear that if we do not learn o
guard and preserve our own best
values, some form of tyranny will
surely attempt to take them from
us. This is no idle fear, It took
Babylon 1000 vears, and Rome S,
to decline and fall, but we have no
such comfortable margin, Time and

[Cariinued on page 1]
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FAITH CAN GIVE OUR
CHILDREM POWER

Joy Brampion

“At first 1T was really scared,
Mommy, but then I rememberad Je-
sus was with me and 1 stopped
Crying.™

That was the reaction of our
four-vear-old daughter, Julie, who
had just undergone the harrowing
experience of being lost for sev-
cral kours.

I'm swure I bBlushed. Only a short
time before she had brought home
a Sunday school paper which told
the story of a lost child, That lttle
herolne had just closed her eves
and prayed, f course, God then
guided her back to her mother. This
had seemed rather incredible o me.

How, with real chagrin, I re-
membered my feeling about that
story paper. | had been so certain
that such plous mouthings (and
guch sanctimanious small fryd werns
too far from present-doy reality, |
had been afraid they would be
scorned by young readers. Yet how
quickly T was corrected. T saw that
children—parhaps  the youngest
ones in particular—need real faith
to have power,

We understand, we well-read
modern mothers, that the deepest
need in owr children's lives is for
love and the security it brings, How
we enjoy cuddling them, and try-
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ing to protect them from fears.
Happily, we can supply their basic
needs while they are small,
However, as soon as youngsters
g0 out inte the wider world of

overyday living, the security of
parents and home 5 rudely tom
away, Somehow, then, they must
find their own way through new
situations, Somehow they must
geln zelf-confidence.

We trust wige teachers and other
kindly adults to help them attain
thig in time, But there still will be
many uneasy moments for them.
Perhaps they even may have really
terrifving experiences, with father
and mother far away, when they
Hterally do not know what to ex-
pect next. They may become fright.
ened at first, then panicky.

What could help themn maore, in
any unfortunate situation, than the
certainty that a loving heavenly
Father is there with them, caring
for them, no matter where they
may be? This Is the way to give
them the strength, and thereby the
power, to et the situation,

My own mother believed this, and
I always have been grateful for
the strength her teaching gave me.

One time, when I was oaly ten,
I found myself being swept out to
s#a in a riptide, really drowning.
Yet my last conscious thought was
that soon God would send some-
ong to rescue me. Although [ could

not swim, I did know how to
float, As 1 remained calm enough
tr keep floating, even though waves
broke over my face, in His infinite
mercy God did send a rescuer.

Therefore, we never have felt
that our children were oo young
to know the Lord, and from the
date of Julie's being lost we
strengthened our teaching that the
Lord was their sver-presenl help
and guardian,

Maturally we told them thai He
doesn't come down from heaven to
take charge personally. But if they
do not get too angry, or panicky,
to listen, His volce will tell them
what to dao.

He will help them remember their
address and phone number, or will
puide them to the policeman or
ather helper they need,

They have lcarned the wonder-
ful promises He has given us {such
as "1 am with thee and will keep
thee in all places™) and now have
remarkable self-confidence and as-
SUTATICE,

When Julle was still under six,
her beloved grandmother, who had
lived with us, died. Julic's teachers
watched sharply to see how she
wiould react, for they were shocked
at our telling the truth to such a
little girl, They knew she had been
praying nightly that Nana would
be well again, and that so far she
wiks serenely confident that the
Lord always heard and answered
her prayers.

Now came the t(est. Worldly-
wise, peychalogically minded adults
were greatly interested.

"¥es, God dld onswer my
prayers,” this litile witness told
them, “Only He just didn't do it
the wiy I thought He would. 1 said
I wanted her to be all betier, so
He took her io heaven and now
she is all well again,”

“Ehe's too religions,” 1 was told,
“It isn't matural for a child to be
that calm.” (O did they mean sen-
aible®)

" course it is,” T disputed. “You
think I should be one of thoss par-
ents who tell children that grandma

[Continued om page 1]
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THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT

70 THE ANMUAL CONFERENCE OF THE ASSOCIATION OF FREE LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS
JUNE 14-18, 1967, AT FARGO, NORTH

GRACE AND PEACE!

Four hundred and fifty years ago
this year saw the beginning of the
Protestant Reformation. The truth
and power of the Gospel had be-
come lost in the midst of the ceérs-
mony, corruption and organization
of the church centered in Rome
People in spiritual need were not
being led to Him Who alone is Life,
The Word of God was hidden,

There are many similarities in

our day with the days of the Refor-
mation. Today, there is utber con-
fusion in the field of theology. The
pure Gospal is not being preached
in many pulpits. People in spiritual
distress are not being given God’s
Word because of what many be-
lieve and teach. Many know not
what the Word of God is and where
it 1z, Many questions and doubts
are created but few answers are
RIVEn,
While saome of the most radical
liberal theories are coming into dis-
favor, a generation of pastors with
no clear-cut message are coming
from many séminaries, Thelr min-
igtry will for years destrov simple
child-like faith. Many are so much
n part of the world that even the
world has Httle respect for them.
For others of them, the ministry
is a sophisticated way of life with
little compassion o serve people
with the Gospel

Much of the organzied church,
mearwhile, tries valiantly to exert
pressures on socinl and political life,
Failing to equip people for life, the
organized church friez to do by
pressures and tactics what the in-
dividual Christians should do by
being salt and light. Church lead-
erg are often heard trying to give
leadership in areas not in thelr call-
ing to the embarmassment and ham-
pering of those who have these
responsibilities, The meaning of
gseparation of church and state is
forgotien.

June 27, 1967

In the beginning of the sixteenth
century, Martin Luther was used
of God to eall the church back to
God's Word, That call is desperate-
Iy needed today. The Word of God
must become the main Light of
Lifs. The Bible must be st fres
from suggestive criticism and a
gcholarship that is not subservient
to the Ward in the first place. Peo-
pls must be given answers. There is
a revolt against o church without
standards, confessions, norms and
foundation, Thers {2 a rebellion
against & church which no longer
can meaningfully say, “This says
the Lord™!

The outward church Is losing
ground today and this may be good.
If the candle |8 not burning brightly,
it owght to be removed Trom the
candlestick. Mo amount of outward
programming or social action can
retain or capture that which should
be the trus character of the church.

Wi are meeting in a very signifi-
cant time in history. War Is raging
in the Mear East and Viet Nam. The
students of Scripture are watching
with intense interest the develop-
ments centered about [srael. Many
are asking if the stape is being set
for the last oct of history. [t may
be much later than we think?

Our pation is trying to find an
answer to the VYiet Mam involve-
ment, Answers do not oome easily.
This is a time for sincepe prayer
fiar our political leaders. An earnest
turning to God in repentance and
faith is needed. This, too, is a time
to express cur loyalties fo our land
we love g well, in spite of her gins
and mistakes.

Feelings of race differences are
on the rse, There is o great need
to understand the legitimate needs
of large groups in our society who
do not have some of our privileges.
There must be the growth of the
réalization that some of these privi-
leges must be enrned and are not
gifta. There must be ample evi-
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dences thai the opporiumiiies (o
enmn these privileges are at hand.
Demapogues who would use the
legitimate aspirations and needs of
pthers to promote self-inferest
ought to be spurned,

We are a small church fellowship.
Thiz ghould not discourage us from
thinking that our contributions
foward remedying the social ills
of the day are meaningful. As we
au [ndividuals prayverfully live lives
of humble concern, we are salt and
light. We must as Christian indi-
vidunls use our influence for godli-
ness, showing an understanding
Christian compassion at all tmes.

For vears we have given of our
food products and clothing to relief
agencies to help the nesdy. Some
of these relief apencies are gues-
tioned today, It would be well if
pur people could have avenues
through which some of these relief
supplies could be channeled to
those in need. It would seem pood
that there be a study of this

HLESSINGS ON THE
ASSOCTATION

God has wonderfully blessed the
work of the Association, If men
con judge, It seems apparent God
desires to use us. Our God is able,
if we are obedient to His will

We are grateful for the oppor-
tunity to have this conference at
Cak Growve, Many of us have warm
ties with this institution, It is an
ideal place for our conferénce.

This véar saw our congregations
again  faithfully supporting our
work. There was an 18 per cent
increase of gliving to our common
endeavors aver a year ago. We are
grateful to each other and to ouwr
God, The giving to our endeavors in
the wyear that closed January 31,
1967, was just & little Jess than
5120, .00,

[Contirmed on page [1]
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FIFTH ANNUAL FAMILY BIBLE CAMP
AUGUST 7-13

ACTIVITIES FOR EVERY MEMEER OF THE FAMILY

LAKE GENEVA
BIBLE CAMP

Alexandria, Minnesota

SPIRITUAL GROWTH

MuUsIC

BIBELE STUDY

PRAYER

RECREATION
INSPIRATIONAL PREACHING
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
BOOK STORE

Speakers:

Herbert Franz
Ilver Olson
Richard Snipstead
Jay Erickson
Arthur Olson

PRE-CAMP REGISTRATION John Arlen Johnsan, Registrar -
Sacred Heart, Minnesota 56285
Mr. Mrs. Wi ;

b oo i ) Hige Make checks payable to Association Family Camp
Address City State Registration fes per family .....o0vuv.. § 2,00
If family, give childran's names Eﬁf’;::':';::ﬂ per persen ............ .00

Age Adult ..o S |1 8.00
Tomn-Boer . ...cocoissaassra 13,00

Age 9

" Child [2-12 yoars) ....oooveserrann  T.00

Age

iUnder 2 years no charge)
Age Special family rate . ... ... 000000 T0.00



THE GLOWING MOMENTS
OF OUR WEDDING SERVICE

Loulle Latimer Owens

This minlster’s wife planned her
daughter's wedding to make it o
church service of reverence and
solermmniby.

When Ollin and 1 were married
twenty-five years ago, the soloist
didn't ging "0 Promise Me,” or “Be-
cause,"” of “] Love You Truly." It
wasn't because we didn't love each
other elther, We were groping for
something we weren't sure how to
define. When we tried to substitute
for Lohengrin and Mendelssohin,
our friends and advisors accused
us of revolting against trodi-
tion just to be diferent. Eggheads
weren'| 50 well thought of twenty-
five vears apo] 50 we reinstated
Lohengrin and Mendelssohn, and
it was all very proper and legal
and beautiful—but wusual,

Ollin and 1 might have forgotten
the questions we raised about our
wedding plans if it hadn't been for
the fact that Ollin is a1 minister.
Every time & couple would come
to discuss m church wedding, we
would pull af it agnin, Gradually,
what we had sought for ourselves
crystallized into three clearly de-
fined principles.

First, a church wedding ought to
be a church service, characterized
by the sacredniess and solemnity of
a worship service. It is more than
a =zsntimental occasion. Second, it
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degarves the personal, individual
touch. This should bs In keeping
with good taste and simplicity, but
it should be free, as much as pos-
sible, from stereotyped commercial-
{sm. Third, & church wedding should
maintain the traditions people lave
and expect, as long as they do nol
violate the first two principles.

There's no point in being different
just to be different. But there's still
no excuse for allowing Emily Post
to browheat the occasion like a
maringe sergeant,

Our ideas haven't always been
met with ecstatic appreciation, [t
has taken some coaxing to falk
couples out of the horribly inap-
propeiate number from “The Choc-
olate Soldier,” and sometimes we've
lost. Ollin has wrestled with photog-
raphers who mounted the pulpit
during the ceremony and has done
ceaseless  (usually usebess) battle
with public kissing afier the amen.
Mo doubt we have done some godod,
and we have had some right dig-
nified weddings. But many of our
couples still regarded the service
as a sentimental occasion—beauti-
ful, but barely sacred, However,
thoss who are easzily digscouraged
don't stay in the ministry. We have
persisted.

Somebow, during all these years,
we overlooked the possibility that
one day we would have the op-
portunity of putting all our ideas
inte practice In ome church wed-

ding—our daughter's. Mary Greer
and Glen alerted us a full year in
advance thay they intended tving
the knot, Mary Greer had long been
exposed to our perennial campaign
and was more than glad to cooper-
wte, (Tt was a good thing because
this was our one chance, our only
child!) Fortunately, the prospective
bridegroom was a stout-hearted in-
dividualist who welcomed the ad-
venture, The four of us went into
partnership and started our plans
months in advance,

Selected the Music

We took our time selecting the
music, Our main problam was alim-
ination, because we found a wealth
of selections that are suitable, In
recent times, no doubt in revelt
agninst purely sentimental num-
bers, many couples have gong out
for heavily classical Bach concerts.
While we concede that this is an
improvement, we made our selec-
tions on the basis of sironger re-
ligious associations. Here are the
anthem and hymn tunes that our
organist and planist rendered in
duo for forty-five minutes before
the announced hour of the wedding.

The Heavens Are Telling—Haydn

All Hail tha Power of Jesus’” Name
—Shrubsobe

All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name
—Ellar

How Lovely 1s Thy Dwelling Place
—HBrahms

Be Thou My Vision—Irish Melody

God of Grace and God of Glory—
Hughes

Purer in Heart—Fillmore

I Love Thee—Ingall

Panis Angelicus—Franck

Hymn to Joy—Beethoven

Walk in the Light—Greatorex’s
Collection

Dear Lord and Father of Mankind
=M aker

Gloria from the “Twelfth Mass™—
Mozart

The Heavens Are Declaring—
Besthoven
We were grateful that cur choir

director, organist, and pianist were

enthused with pur ideas and helped
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ug feom the beginning We have
a talented and well-disciplinad
choir. We askhed the members to
sing, and they did s gladly (though
some were surprized), They wore
their white robes without stoles
and were seated behind the pulpit,
with no bushes o hide them, 1
thought they were the most inspir-
ing background we could have ar-
ranged. They sanp “Jesw, Joy of
Man's Desiring'” by Bach, and
“Sanctus” and “"Benedictus,” from
"St, Cecelin Mass,” by Gounosd.
Following the invocation, they sang
the “Fourfold Amen" by Stainer
and after the benpediction, "The
Lord Bless You and Keep You' by
Lutkln.

After much defiberation, Mary
Greeér chose for the processional
the Fourth Movement of Beahms
“First Symphony.” It iz stately,
tunaful, and haz a definitely slow-
paced march rhythm The reces-
sional was an easy choioe=—Marcel-
Io’s “Pzalm XIX,” a brilliant, lively
valuntary. To gulde the puests
through the service, we distributed
printed orders of service at the
door, The back page listed the
names of members of the wedding
party.

Our family is well supplied with
ministers. Ollin  performed  the
ceremony; my father offered the
two prayers; and my sister's hus-
band, u third minister, escorted the
bride. Instead of golng out of the
church with ushers, we wives went
out with our own hushands. A
number of puests expressed appro-
val of this ﬂhpﬁﬂ.ﬂl’l}_ I have alwavs
objected to husbands walking be-
hind wives escorted by ushers. The
husbands look so unnecessany!

The personal, individeal fouch
Was, in some ways, more difflcalt
tix achieve than In a rellglous serv-
ice, 5o much has to be done at the
last, when everyone Iz so busy, 1
can =ee why It 3 & tempiation o
call in the florist, the caterer, and
the hezd of the bridal department
and turn it over to them, But we
didn"t. We directed our own e
bearsal, and we decorated the
church ourselves=—0Ollin and I, Mary
Greer and Glen, several church
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friends, and anybody we could
round up. It was 8 volunteer job.

It took determination to have
something besides banks of palms,
arches of candles, haskets of gladi-
oli, and sheets all over the pulpit
and aisle, The florist wept, but we
lsoped a thick garland of cedar and
ivy across the panel behind the
choir and around the organ amd
plano paneling, We tled i with
bows., In the cener front hung
clusters of white chrysanthemums,
stuck In Styrofoam, There wers
only two candelabra, a pair of spi-
rals. We attached hurricane lamps,
holding candles, on the ends of the
pews toward the center aigle and
decorated them with magnolia and
ivy. These lights, with the wall
goonces and overhead spotlights,
furnished all the light.

Balked at Corsapes

We had to depend on the fAorist
for bouguets for bride and brides-
maids, as well as rosebuds for the
ushers and preachess, but we
balked on corsages, Despite threats
that nobody would understand, we
omitted them. 1 personally don't
care for corsages but [ also think
they are unnecessary extravagan-
CEE,

Another thing we omitted was
the stacked and decorated wedding
cake. There must have been a time
when puest lists were short and
everybody could pather around a
cake while the couple cut it. But
shout all a cake serves for these
days is a siage for bride and groom
to pose for a pleture, Afterwards il
is left for the parents of the bride
to eat, Becausg Ollin and 1 are
tring to keep our flgures, we left
off the cake; and the baker reached
for hiz smelling salts, He really
needed them when we told him we
weren't @ven buying block cakes
from him. Thres weeks in sdvance
we baked and iced our own petit
fours and stored them in our free-
ger. At the reception, Mary Greer
didn"t eat much of her wedding
cake which she had helped to bake,

We held our reception at home.
It was far more trouble than using

the church's =ocial hall, but we
wanted this to be o home and fam-
ily event, as well as a church sarv-
ice, Let's admit that here we yielded
to sentiment. The decorations had
to have a homey, yncommercialized
leok, so three friends designed and
arranged them,

We iried to avoid several cus-
toms that have come to bé abused
in current wedding practices. We
refused to let anyvbody give the
bride a shower, All of us, especially
Mary Greer, feel that showers place
pressure on guests to bring gifts
This idea amazed some people Yery
much, What, they asked could be
done for the bride? Evidently our
friends are Ingenious, for wo were
kept happily busy going to lunch-
eons, hreakfasis, seated teans
brunches, receptions—but no show-
Brs,

The number-one complaint of
wedding guests is standing (n long
lines, waiting for the pictures to be
made before the reception can be-
gin. We tackled this one head-on
by a note on the order of service
It told the guests that the reception
would hegin as soon as they ar
rived, refreshments would be served
first, and hosts and wedding party
would poin them ag spon a8 possible,
This procedure worked.

Howirs of Planring

Obviously, our approach to a
church wedding isn"t the easest,
nor even the cheapest, It took hours
of planning and list upon list. At
one time T had a small notebook
with a list on each page. Mot until
we pulled up o the church for the
ceremony did 1 scratch the last
iten on the tast list. We didn't
even get by without a few hitches.
1 forgot to put candles in the scon-
ces in the living room, where a
lot of pictures were made, one
af the ushers accldentally left town
with hiz rented full-dress coat;
somebody misdirected traflic in the
house, and for a while we had a
stampéede, But these were minor
all that was important went through
flawlessly.

[Coamtimued o page 7]
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THANK YOU, PASTOR DE BOER

With this (ssue Pastor Hoberi F, De Boer, Fossion,
Minn., completes his series of devotionn] artlcles under
the heading “According to the Word." His writings,
wit are sure, have proved a real blessing to our readers,
They have dealt with topics that are cloge (o every.
day life. If you think g0, too, why not tell him so?

Pastor De Boer has written out of a busy parish
ministry and we thank him for taking time out to
provide this devaetional food for thooght.

Cur next writer of “According to the Word"” con-
ducts quite a different type of ministry. He is Pastor
G, H. Spletsioeser, and he is an administrator-chaplain
for retirement homes. Presently he ia moving from
Pine River to Watsrtown, both in Minnesata,

Pastor Spletsosser was among the first clergymen
to join the new Association, and we welcome him
tx this assignment and pray God's blessing upon
him in his new home and work and in this task
for The Lutheran Ambassador.

BACCALAUREATE UNDER FIRE

There is some sniping going on against the tradi-
tional school-sponsored baccalaureats services for
high school and state-supported eollege sepiors. The
pbjection seems to be based on the idea that the
state, in this case, the non-sectarian school, has no
right to sponsor o rellpous serivice,

Defenders of baccalaureate services declare that
to eliminate the traditional form would be but another
step in making our educational system anti-God or
podiess.

Now we have never felt strongly entugh on the
subject to take up the cudgel one way or another,
But let us tell you something we have wondered
about. We have hesrd baccalaureate sermons in
which statements were made that we wouldn't hawve
spoken in such & service or even In our own church.
In other words, they were contrary (o our svsbem of
beliefs. They represented the beliefs of some present,
but not all,

Ordinarily the pastor who speaks at baccalaureate
iz careful to stay away from doctrinal issues and to

Jume 2T, I0GT

stand with several general doctrines gquite genmerally
held; and herein, too, lies o weakness of the whole
service, Mevertheless, occasionally something s said
which is contrary to the beliefs of some present,

Many times Lutherans, at least, engage in a union-
izm in the baccalaureaie service in which they would
néver be o part normally.

In some communities there is such a solidarty and
similarity of religious expression that the joint schoaol-
sponsored baccalaureate is a very natural and beautiful
thing and few problems are apl to arise. In other
situations, the wisest course might be to suspend
them.

The alternative, you see, k5 (o have the individoal
local congreégations, or several together, conduct such
sérvices in the churches. In such o setting the church
could do just as it pleased and there would be no
fear of offending the senszibilities of another religious
proup whose outleok might actually be quite differest

Mo, we're not waging any campaign to eliminate
the school-sponsored baccalaureate service. But we
are saving that some things about it leave us a bit
uncamfortable and its elimination wouldn't be a catas-
tropha by any moans,

THE PRAISE PROGRAM

By the quirk of the calendar, this is not a confer-
ence report issue of The Lutheran Ambassador
oven though it contains the President’s message and
a reference to one conference decision (see page 13).
Actually, the bulk of the material for this edition had
ter b in befors the annual conference began.

But [t has seemed necessary to get some word
about the ingathering of funds for the dormitory at
ouf Bible schonl hefare our readers at the very earli-
est opportunity, hence in this issue,

Elsewhers in this paper vou will read about "“One
Grand Fellowship.” Some of you will be able to join
that list of one thousand dollar (or more) conbribu-
tors, Others cannot consider it, much as they would
like.

For those in the latter category, thers is some-
thing that can ba done—through the Praise Program in
the Association budget, On page 10, you will notice
that not much more than half of the amount has come
in of that which might be expected for that item
with gne-third of the fiscal year gone.

That doesn't look good for a church which would
erect a girls" dormitory. Bui now we know that this
is to be done, by the opening of school in 1968, and
that should increase our Joyalty to the Praise Pro-
Erarm.

See that wvour congregation supports this item
fully, so thai we con meet current debt obligations
and have funds for this new building. Your gifts to
the building program can po throwgh this fund,

Give to the Praise Program.
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Women for Christ
[Comtinued from page ]

hag just gone away for a whils, or
an a trip, even if she didn't say
goodbye to them. Then how long
will it be before the child finds out
the truth anyway? It requires more
lving, and sometime or other, a
confesslon, and the childs confi-
dence in the parents is undermined.
Then what would there be to keep
them from a Frightening ides of
death? How could they face up to
[

“But death is s0 terrible,” some-
ane protested.

“Well, this child knows all about
it. Even though she misses her
Mamn, she was able to thank the
Lord for taking her awny from an
aged, sick body and letting her be
happy and free from pain in heaven.
That is a reality to her, and it gives
her real power, If & small child
can be entirely easy in her mind
about death, she isn't likely to be
very much afraid of anyvthing else
either, Certainly it is the truth that
mdkes us free”

5o, while we grownups are try-
ing to find freedom from fears
through spiritual or psychological
endeavors, we don't have to wait
until our childréen are grown to
instill this in them, We can ieach
even the smallest ones to know that
no matter what happens on earth,
Grod is still there,

All youngsters need this spiritual
strength, and thereby peace of
mind,

What does that lead (07 Real
POWer.

We have séen our own girls re-
main calm while the others they
play with may be scaring them-
selves with stories about atomic
bombs, attacks by missiles, etc, We
are able to smile, as we hear them
saying, "Oh, well, God will take
careg of us, We aren't afraid at all,
‘cauge i we did die, we would
just be in heaven and that's much
mttEr|'I

(Reprinted by permission from
Christion Life magazine, June
1564.)

Page Ten

FREEDMIM IS A
TWO-EDGED SWORD

[ nraedriiiaal frevn page 7|

distance have diminished; the clock
of history ticks faster,

So maybe on this Independence
Day we should be thinking not so
much about the freedom from tyr-
anny that our ancesfors won as
aboul the chaos that freedom ecan
bring to those who do not use it
wisely, We should ponder the truth
of the old saying, “A man's worst
difficulties begin when he is able
to do what he likes,” We should
face up to the fact that, in the
proportion to which we dismiss our
external restraints, each of us has
a solemn moral obligation to re-
strain himsslf

This can never be sasy. But the
time has come in our national life
when we need to look straight at
somg of the ugly armeas in our
soclety—the divorce statistics. the
crime statisticg, the weakening of
family ties, the swirling clouds of
racial hatred, the sex exploasion on
our campuses, the grim persistenca
of alcoholizm, the death toll an our
highways—and ask ourselves to
what gxtent these things stem from
a distorted concept of {reedom
which leaves men frie to be selfish,
free to be lazy, free to be ignoble,
free to be weak,

If personal freedom of choice is
our goal and our ideal sz & nation,
then our first and fundamental
choiceé must be not to abuse that
freedom. This is what independence

really means: self-disciplinre. And
this we would do well to remem-
ber when we see the flag we love
blazoning agninst the sky on In-
dependence Day,

BT P e o D,

Neader's Dipsst Asen., Inc, Condensed from
Womna'y Day iJaly 19

FOURTH LUTHERAN FREE
CONFERENCE TO BE HELD
N JULY

The fourth Lutheran Free Con-
ference in the present series will
b held in Chicago, [llinois, July 18-
20, Sessions will be hald at Ramada
Inn-0'Hare, 3939 N, Mannheim Rd,
Schiller Park, Il 60176,

This year's topie for the con-
ference will be a continuation of
the discussions last vear on the
Holy Christian Church and True Ec-
umenicity, Program participants
wdll include De. H. A. Preus, James
P. Schasfer, James K. Blumhorst,
Prof. Wilbert B, Gawrisch, Arthur
Dahins and Yernon Harley.

The conference is “fres™; that is,
no individual attending represents
his church body bui acts only as
an Interesied individual, Mo jolnt
prayers are given in order that no
conviction on joint worship will ko
violpted.

Registration may be obtained by
writing Lutheran Free Conference,
11844 M. Seminary Dr., 65W, Me-
quon, Wisconsin 53002, There is a
registration fee of 3500,

Assoclation of Free Lutheran Congregations
TREASURER'S PROGRESS REPORT
February 1, 1967, to May 31, 1967
Fiscal Current Taotal
Year Budpet Recelved
Budget
General Fund 33098000 $13,3M6.66 § 7.486.39
Misziong 4100000 1366666 14236213
Seminary & Hible School 26, 00000 B, 66666 8. 138,61
Praise Program 30,000.00 10,000,000 5,625,653
TOTALS §139,880.00 §46,650.98 §36,480.86
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FERNDALE CHURCH VOTES TO
BUILDY NEW CHLURCH

First Lutheran Church, Ferndale,
Wash., Richard Snipstead, pastor,
voted on May 22 to build a new
church on a new site. The issue
received a majority of owver 85 per-
cent,

On June 6 a joint meeting was
held between First Lutheran and
Golgoths Churches for the purpose
of discussing possible merger be-
tween the two congregations, both
sorved by the same pastor.

Golgotha Church must be vica-
ted in order to allow For industrial
expansion in the community. Mem-
bers of that church are alao poing
to lose thelr homes in the project.

The industrial expansion is going
to bring a great influx of people
to the communities involved and
there will be a preal opportunity
for the parish to be of service to
the many who come.

GROUND EROKEN FOR
NEW CHURCH AT McVILLE

Members of the Mew Luther Vial-
ley Lutheran Church of MeVille,
M. Dak. gathered after morning
worship services on Sunday, May
28, for ground-bréeaking ceremonics
at the site of their new church. Con-
struction is (o begin mmediately

June 27, 1967

with completion expected before
the end of the vear, The one-story
brick and frame structure will con-
tain Sumnday school rooms, Kitchen
and dining facilliies, pastor's study
and library in addition to the wor-
ship facilities, Curtis Construction
Co. of Fargo, M, Dak,, is the con
tractor.

—ardon M. Quanbeck

ol HMaw

RBaw. Ermiail | Langneds. st
Lither Walley Lulherss Church, fums a ol
et sod In grovnd-breching esfEBoniE.

WEDDING SERVICE

[Continued from poge &

Was it warth it? What did we agc-
complish? In the telling of the story,
1 have reached this point several
times and have written and re-
writien. [ can't s&&m (0o answeor my

questions  without appearing  to
brag, but here goes: We were del-
uged by the praises of our friends.
They wrote us, visited us, and owur
telephone rang for days, Some re-
actlons: “The most Christian wed-
ding 1 ever attended,” T felt that
I was in o worship service,” "It was
go umusual.” The choir members
identified themselves with the un-
dertaking and expressed satisfac-
tlon with what they had helped
bo o, Many, many noted the in-
novations, espectally not having 1o
gtand in line at the reception. We
had dozens of requests for extra
copies of the program by those who
werg therp and those who couldn’t
come bul heard about it, The words
I walued mest from a congregation
werg the comments of several
voung people who sald they hoped
to “have a wedding just like it
someday.”

During the weeks of preparatisn
I overheard my father grumble:
“I've heten in the minkstry fifty-
five yvears, but I've never heard of
plans like these."™ That was when
we were coaxing him out of his
ministerial garh and into a full-
dréss suit (80 he could escort our
mother and stand in the receiving
line with the rest of the family),
After the wedding he was heard
to ohserve, T believe there would
be more permanent marminges
there could be morg weddings like
this."

On her wadding trip the bride
wrabe, “General [me], It was worth
it. Glen ond I agree that we will
never gel away from the glowing
moments of our wedding service"”
Ah, that was it—"the glowing mo-
ments"! That was what Ollin and
I were groplng for and couldn®t
defime.

And so, with brightest memories,
we have armanged the pictums in a
book and folded away the wedding
drass,

From Home Lile, cepiright by (e Bundsy
Ezhool Noard of 1Be Somilbwera Boaplal Cose-
yenbien, Nmshvilie, Teeneser. feprisied by
e i,
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SIN AND FORGIVENESS IN
THE MODERN WORLD

Pastor Marius Haakenstad,
Thiel River Falls, Minnesota

FART Il

There are activities in the so-
called Christinn Church that seem
legitimate and respectable; yet the
poison is there, even though the
symploms are not too visible, The
gctivity |s work, not for God but
for an organization, Men and wom-
en it in expensive offices racking
their brains to find new methods
and devices o preach and teach
the Gospel, imitating the gadgets
pnd gimmicks used by worldly in-
stitutions. Tong and tons of bro-
chures and othér materials
together with overemphasized ma-
terialistic stewardship tacties are
used and sent out to promote build-
ing programs and organidting or-
ganization. In all this the true Gos-
pel is covered up, The true Gospel
is sin and the forgiveness of sin,
There musi be sin and repentance
before there needs to be any for-
giveness of sin,

Before the Reformation the Pope
wanted to butld a great cathedral,
5t. Peter, in Rome, To build this
cathedral the Pope needed much
money, s he sent out men to sell
indulgences, that is, the forgiveness
of sin, A man by name of Tetzel
was sent to Germany. There was
mibch gin in Germany at that (ime
g0 Tetzel hod pood business; how-

Faope Twelve

ever, “it Iz true that, as Tholuck
cleimed, an indulgence =salssman,
should he turn up today, would be
forced cut of business, This may
be one of the reasons why Teizels
of our time have had to develop
better and more dignified methods
of ‘selling the Gospel.* *

If men and women would gather
around the Word of God in conse-
crated Bible study and prayer and
permit that Word by the Haly Spirit
to do its work in the heart, instead
of pgathering around conference
tables, stewandship, Sundoy school,
and committes meetings, etc., using
their own Ingenulty and sophisti-
cated idens, there would be no need
of all these gadgets, gimmicks and
methods. Let 1t be the purs, frue
and unadulterated Word of God,
“Be still and know that 1 am God"
(Pz. 46:10), "For thus salth the
Lord God, the Holy One of Israel,
In returning and rest shall ye be
savedk in quictness and in confi-
dence shall be your strength: and
v would mot™ (Isa. 30:15).

The message of the Reformation,
as | understand it is sin and re-
pentance and the forgivensss of
sin, “Repent and believe in the
Gospel™ (Mark 1:15b, R5V). So
began the preaching of our Lord.
“Repent, and be baplized every one
af you, in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgivensss of your sins"
(Acts 2: 300, So began the preach-

ing of the apostles at Pentecost
“Our Lord and Master Jesus Christ
in zaying ‘Repent ve' efc, meant
the whole life of the faithful to be
an act of repentance, With this first
of the Mirety-flve Theses began the
Reformation. Every new epoch in
the history of the Church, every
great revival, bepan with the same
call to repentance and faith in the
Gospel,”

“Then opemned he thelr under-
standing, that they might under-
stand the scriptures and said unto
them, Thus it is written, and thus it
behoved Christ 1o suffer, and to
rise from the dead the third day:
and thiat repéntance and réemission
of sins should be preached in his
namg among all nations, beginning
ot Jerugalem™ {Luke 24; 4547, *'Tt
is the Spirit that guickeneth; the
flesh profiteth nothing: the words
that I speak unto vou, they are
Spirit, and they are life” (John
G 83). "That if thou shalt confess
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,
and shalt believe in thine heart that
God hath raised him from the dead,
thou shalt be saved, For with the
heart man believeth unio righteous-
ness; and with the mouth confes-
sion is made unto salvation” (FHom.
10:8 1.

“It is most certainly true that
the average man of our day no
longer understands what sin and
grece, judgment and justification
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are. But how do we explain that
thiz is also true of so0 many people
who profess to be and sorioosly
want to be Christlan, and who go
to church, listen fo sermons, and
receive the sacraments? Part of the
answer ig that the great process of
seeularization has transformed not
anly human souls but also the in-
atitutions of our social life. The
institutions are stronger than the
individual.

"It la true nlso of ecclesiastical
institutionz, from the loecal congre-
gation o the biggest church body,
from the office of a pastor or elder
to the highesi offices of church
povernment. If a church body s
in a stale of disinbegration and
deciay, the spiritual life of an in-
dividual Christian must suffer.”
This can be true, not only of in-
dividuals but also of smaller church
bodies who see the folly of the
falag teaching that has crept into
the larger churches; vet, the smaller
churchés follow and imitaie the
many practices of the larger church-
es such as Bible camp practices,
filmms, gadgets, etc., thai do notb
bring out the real facts of sin, but
in a light, easy, and carnal way in-
cite or stir the smotions Into the
acceptance of and commitment to
Christ without really facing their
sing. The foundation of their faith
becomes a little emotionalism In-
stead of the solid foundation af the
apostles and the prophets, Christ
Jesus being the chief cornerstone.
Young people, as well as adults,
want Lo seo Jesus but are not will-
ing to die unto themselves. They
want Christ but also to enjov the
flesh. This story k8 told of a simple
congecriated Christlan man  who
wis a janitor at a Christian college
He was asked, "How is the spirit-
ual life at this college?®' The man
answered “Oh, it is very shallow.”
Then they asked him the reason for
it being =0 shallow. He answered,
“It Is too much sweet Jesus talk.”

As an individeal one can stand.
but it takes courage to stand
alone mealizing that one is sinful
and weak and needs the help, the
forgiveness and grace every mo-

Jume 27, 1047

ment of his life. *““Wherefore let
him that thinketh he standeth take
hised lest he fall,” “Sin is the great
reality in all human life, and the
greatest =in Is not to believe in
Jesuz. Rightecwsness (8 a diviee
reality, mol a product of human
thought, Theee is judgment poing
over the world, and there will he
a final judgment of all men, OF

this the Holy Spint will convince
the proud, sick, dying modern
world—and the medern world that
lives in each of us,”

{Permisslon (o quote from the
article “Sin and Forgiveness in the
Modern World” by Dr. Hermann
Sasse granted by Christianity To-
day to this writer.)

Ertnal

fall aof 1968,

building can be started.
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CONVENTION-GOERS JOIN ONE GRAND FELLOWSHIF

When the matter came to & voie on Friday, June 16, the dele-
gates to the Annual Conference of the Association voled 130-1 io
authorize the building of a dormitory for girls at the Bible school
in Mjrmu.u_pl;l[is, Here was the g_:hnl'tl!i!rl fign the Board of Trustees
wanied and here was o mandate for the church,

The thres-story bullding iz (o be ready for cccupancy by the

Prior 1o the conference the Stewardship Board had suggested
the idea of “One Grand Fellowship,” n sociely of people who would
give at least $1,000 {0 the construction of this much needed build-
ing. The iden had been tossed around earlier that if the dormitory
is to be built as early as possible, larger gifts would have to be
forthcoming. "“One Grand Fellowship” was a response to that need.

But as the conference opened there was only one member.
However, after the resounding vote to go forward, "One Grand
Fellowship” hecame a rpeality, A thermometer-typa graph was
placed on the Oak Grove stage with 35,000 shown President
Strand received a letter containing a thousand dollar check from
m man in Morth Dakota during the convention, Gradually the tofal
rose. By the time of the last service $16,000 had been given or
pledged, all in units of thousnds,

A beginning like that indicates that & goal of $50,000 in these
larger gifts is not unreasonable. Already there is evidence that the
people of the Association and interested friends are behind this
project of building the dormitory, But there iz no Hme to [lose
The zooner we hove $7T5.000 in cash on hand, the sooner a loan
for construction can be nogotinted and bids can be let—and

Arg vou one who has the capacity—and the faith—to join
“One Grand Fellowship™® Will you help the “temperature” to rise
from the point so hopefully reached in Fargo? Ask the Lord what
He would have you do. (See the editorial “The Praise Program™ on




The President’s Report

[Crantimued from page 5]

The Assceiation received its first
legacy this spring. Mra. Ida Kolden,
a faithful member of Calvary Lu-
theran Church, Evereit, Washing-
ton, willed & total of $13.000.00 to
the Association, May God bless to
ug all the memories we have of her
and may ber action of love inspire
many more to remember the Asso-
clation when they make their wills.
We are aware of others who have
done as Mrs, Kolden did.

Many congregations have joined
the Association recently, A signifi-
cant development is taking place in
MNorthern Michigan. It may be wise
i organize a district ta include con-
gregations of MNorthern Michigan,

The Bible Camps of the Associa-
tion continue their very important
ministry. A beginning was made
this past year in résponse o a reso-
lution at Inst vear's conferénce to
coordinate some of the camp pro-
grams. A jeint brochure was pub-
lished, mosi of the expense being
borne by the General Fund. If the
Hible Camps desire this joint ven-
ture to continue, reguests for it
should be made. We must faithiul-
Iy support our camps with our
prayers and planning, In spite of
our efforts, some conflicts sxisi
Our Luther Leapue Convention will
meet the week following our Fumily
Bible Camp, This cannot bui hurt
the attendance at both conferences,
This was unavoldable this year.

We are grateful to the Assemblies
of God for the use of thelr camp
facilities at Lake Geneva, We can-
not, using the facilities of others,
always get the dates we want. If
negatiations for two years in ad-
vance or longer can be made, per-
haps conflicts suwch as we have this
vear can be avoided,

PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS

Efforts nre being made to supply
pood promotional materials to our
congregations, We are grateful for
the work of Mr. Norbert Limmer, a
commercial artist who gives Freely
of his talents to the Association to
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prepare various brochures, It has
gsaved the Association much money
and given us materials we can be
proud of. He is a member of the
Medicine Lake Lutheran Church of
Minneapalis.

Again this year, the annusl re-
poris came very Ilate, Care will be
taken from now on that our printed
materials will bg delivered on time
and in pood copy, This will cost
more, but it is waorth it

The new Ministerial Acts boolk is
to he delivered soon, It will meet
i pised for such a book. It will main-
tnin the non-liturgical emphasis
W prize.

There is need of a short, conciss
haoklet giving a brief history of the
Aszociation, ber doctrinal position
and her practice. We are sometimes
misunderstood and we must inform
the public of our position, We trust
that such a baokled can be publishisd
this year,

OUR CONGREGATIONS

Dur goal as an Association is a
certain kind of congregation. We
desire that congregations be free
and living. The congregntions are to
Emow no authority over themsolves
but ithe Word and Spirit of God,
The Word and Sacraments are 1o be
used that the conpregotions know
true spiritual life.

Spiritual life is a product of the
Means of Grace, Spiritval life can-
not be legislated nor brought to
pass by constitutions or congrega-
tional decisions, Only the Word and
the Sacraments can make a congre-
gation holy. When other means ars
employed, there asre splits and
broken fellowship, Only the Word
and Sacraments can make congre-
gations free and living Thank God
wg have the Means af Grace 1oday,

There is always & need for the
reawankening of Christian life in our
congregations, The standards of
Christian conduct are very low In
many so-called conpregations today,
The spirit of permissiveness perme-
ates much of society. There is often
little concern for the spiritual needs
of man, This dearth of concern
should cause real concern,

A living congregation is o be

a witnessing congregation, Many of
our people are nof witnessing as
they ought to. Some may have no
pergonal experience with the Lord
to bear witness of. The remedy for
them is repentance and faith. There
are many real Christians, however,
who sould witness if they knew
how, A witnessing laity is abso-
lutely essential if the task of pro-
claiming the Gospel is to be done,
Last wear, for our flip-chart presen-
tation to our congregations, we
gave thought to certain aspects of
being living congregations. We
have given some thought to discuss-
Ing with our congregations this fall
the duty of being witnesses. [t
would seem that a good study of
witnessing could profitably be car-
ried out in all our congrégations.
This could be used as a theme for
the midweek Bible study services
for aome wesaks, We belisve in lay
activity and we rob our latty of real
jov by not training them in the
Christian obligation to be witnesses
for Christ.

We are an evangelistic-minded
church, Specinl evangelistic services
are held yearly or more often in
meny of our congregations. This is
to be spcouraged. It is not easy to
secure evangelists that are real
evangelists, according to the Word.
We have in the Association several
pastors with the gift of evangelism,
They are overburdened by calls
from congregations and their own
parish duties, We thank God for
them but must pray that God would
provide for us a mon, in God's own
time, who can give himself full-time
for evangelism in our fellowship,
Such n man must also have the
spiritunl  understanding of the
Christian congregation,

Morwegian church history tells
of the swakening In Norway in the
ningteenth century. The roots of
frée and living congrégations, as we
understand them. are in this awa-
kening. But in spite of this pwaken-
ing, the congregations In Morway
were not  strengthened as  they
ought to have been. Somebhow the
preaching, while it wrought repent-
ance and falth, did not promote the
Christinn congregations as i ought
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to have done. The same thing s
hoppening today. Great care musi
be exercised to secure evangelists
who upderstand and are concerned
for the congregations. I a congre-
gation is mot strengthened by the
preaching of God's Word, some-
thing is wrong. An evangelist ought
toe give more than lip service to
free and living congregatlons,

A preat megns of evangelism is
racdio. Some of our parishes are
gponsoring radio programs. This is
pood as they not only introduce the
congregations and the Association
ta the public, but the simple Gospel
is proclaimed, Perhops more par-
ishes could make use of the radio
as another means of witnessing and
perhaps an Association broadconst
could be prepared that could he
shared with all radio outlets, using
local introductions.

Radio work is hard and time con-
suming. To this point, our work
has been haphazard. IF there is call
for it, someone should be secured
for this responsibility. The pro-
grams would be so much more ef-
fective for Christ and His Kingdom.
We are prateful to Pastor Herbert
Franz, Clogquet, Minnesotn, for mak-
ing radio tapes avallable for our
present outlets,

We note with joy that several
congregations have buallt, or are
building new churches, We are
rapidly becoming a fellowship of
congregations with new or re-
miodébed churches, It Is good to
know that the giving to the oom-
mon epdeavors hos not slackensad
in spite of local projects.

We have noted with satisfaction
the many Faithful workers in our
congregations, Our [y peopls are
taking a strong part in the congre-
gations® programs  Our  ladles
groups are very active. Many of
our men could learn much from
them. While such concern on the
part of the ladies is good, it is
never good when the men shirk
their privileges and the Swomen
more-or-less take over, The Word
of God glves the basic responsibili-
ties in the congregation to the men.
Unless this is recognized and re-
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spected, harm often comes o the
congrégations.
PERSOMMEL

SHORTAGE OF

Humanly speaking, our greatest
need at the moment |8 more work-
ers. We have several parishes with-
out full-time pastors, We need more

workers on our mission  Relds,
We need more feachers of
our schools. We nesl  mose

help in administration and plan-
ning. What a tragedy that in this
hour of opportunity, we have a
shortage of laborers. We have many
open doors: parishes that would
witnt ane of our pastors, f we had
any to spare, We have congrega-
tlons desiring to join our fellowship,
il we only hagd pastors, We cannot
send missionanies we do not have.
We cannot supply pastors when our
supply [s exhausted. We cannot call
tenchers when none are availahle.
But we have the remedy. It may
socry slow to us, but it is God's
remedy, “Pray ye the Lord of the
harvest to send laborers into the
vineyard." If we as individuals and
congregations will humbly lay our
needs hafore the Lord, we are sure
Hiz will supply,

W have many fine young pecple.
Our Bible school made o good be
ginning. But if our Lord, in answer
to prayer, should send us a host of
voung people to prepare for the
ministry, we do not have the Facili-
thes 4o care for them.

Wa will bp ordaining our first
seminary class during this next
wear. We have an ordination service
as the highlight of this convention.
How we thank God for this. This
points out the importance of our
seminary. Will the graduates of our
seminary really undersiand the con-
cept of free and living congre-
gations? We may say that very few
of those active in the formation
of the Assoctation will be active
five years from now, The number of
studentz in our seminary totals
over 5 per cent of our clergy
roster. In flve years, the Associa-
tion will be in other hands. We
rejoice in this, We must faithfully
pray that these néw pecruits may

really understend and be trained to
build and to serve free and living
congregations,

A congregation has the right to
call the pastor it desires, [n & time
of & shortage of pastors, congrega=
tions may be tempted to call men
who are quite unfamiliar with the
concept of free and living congre-
gations, We have our own seminary
which graduated its first class this
spring. It would seem that any
young man who wants to be con-
sidered o pastor on our clergy roster
and recommended to our congre-
gations be a graduate of our sem-
inary, If our parishes are good
encaigh for them to serve, our sem-
inary ought to be worthy of their
attendance. The thought that some
can come inta the Association by
méeans of & back door, by serving
oneé of our congregations, or com-
ing into the Association with a
congregation and be placed on our
clergy roster, ought to be discour-
aged.

The Association has pever had
a full-time president. His duties
have always been divided among
several areas. Shortage of personnel
has made this necessary, It is hoped
that scon the president of the Asso-
clation can devote all his time to
hig office, It is hoped that soon ade-
quiate help could be provided for
our Luther League Federation, It
ks hoped that seon more inspiration
could be provided in the field of
stewardship, We pray that soon our
schools will be adequately staffed
with adequate facilities. We pray
that our home Migsion program may
be given mare careful stody and
planning. We pray that soon all
our parishes can be assured of hav-
ing a pastor without too long & wait.
We pray that more workers can
soon be sent to our mission fields.
Let us be faithful, that from our
homes and congrégations will come
the workers needed

Onir conference this year can take
final action on our Rules for Warlk,
It iz hoped that this can be done,
Also a decision can be made as to
the order &t our conferences and the
relationghip between our Associa-
tion and the Seminary, These are
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important matters and wa Lrust
that there will be adeguate time for
thelr consideration,

A study of the living conpgrega-
tions was given in many districts,
congregations and parishes of the
Assotiption, The belief and practice
of the Association has also been
shared In some places not of the
Association,

THE FUTURE

The opportunities before the As-
socialion are tremendous. We also
have s¢me real obstacles. By human
standards, we cannot but fail, But
our God is able, With gratitude
to our co-laborers and to our God,
we close our report with Pzalm
27 1-5,

Jehowvah iz my light and my salva-
tiom;

Whaom shall I fear?

Jehovah ig the strength of my life;

Of whom shall T be afraid?

When evildoers camse upon me Lo
eat up my flesh,

Even mine adversaries amnd my foes,
they stumbled and fell,

Though & host should encamp
against me,

My heart shall not fear:

Though war should rise against me,

Even then will 1 be confident.

(One thing have 1 asked of Jehowvah,
that will I sesk after:

That | may dwell in the house of
Jehovah all the days of my life,

To behold the beauty pf Jehovah,

And b0 Inguire in his temple,

For in the day of trouble he will
keep me secretly in his pavilion:
In the covert of his tabernacle will

he hide me:
Hu wedll lift g up upon a rock,

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. John P, Strand

President, Association of Free
Lutheran Congregations
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