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GOD'S PURPOSE 
IN AfFLICTIONS 

"Many are the afflictions of the 
righteous: but the Lord deli vereth 
him out of them all" (Ps. 34: 19). 

Every child of God has his af­
flictions. They may vary in form, 
but they come to every believer. 
They may cause anguish and dis­
tress to the one who does not real­
iZe that God permits them for some 
very specific reasons. The Psalm­
ist also was afflicted, but he saw 
the hand of God in each affliction, 
and he experienced the deliverance 
of God in every trial. The afflic­
tions may come in the form of 
temptation, sickness, sorrow or 
some fiery trials. w e ail have them 
in some form or other , and will 
continue to do so as long as we 
are in this house of clay awaiting 
the trumpet sound, calli ng us from 
this world of sin and woe. 

One is not a Christian long be~ 
fo re he begins to experience (he 
conflict between the old nature, 
the old flesh, and the new nature 
which he has received through the 
quickening of the Holy Spirit. We 
read in Galatians 5: 17, "For the 
flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and 
the Spirit against the flesh; and 
these are contra ry the one to the 
other: sO that ye cannot do the 
things ye would." Paul was not 
discouraged because of this exper i­
ence. He rather rejoiced because 
he knew that it was evidence that 
God was working wi thin his heart. 

AccordiNg to tlte Word 
Temptations are bound to come 

to the child of God, even as they 
came to Jesus. But through every 
temptation and deliverance we 
grow in the Christian experience 
of the grace of God. Many are af­
flicted with the temptation to 
doubt. Satan would lead us to 
doubt God's Word, and even our 
own sa lvation. Other believers are 
engaged in struggles against the 
temptations from the world, the 
lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life. Some 
temptations, such as rebellion, wil· 
ful disobedience, or spiritual pride, 
come directly from Satan himself. 
In all these things how goOd it is 
to know that the "Lord delivereth 
him out of them a iL" "Thanks be 
to God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

It is important to understand 
that God permits His children to be 
afflicted for a purpose, and that 
He will not permit us to be t ried 
above that which we are able to 
bear. Hallesby says that "the hard­
est lesson for God to teach us is 
that of suffering." 

The Bible tells us that Jesus 
learned obedience by the things 
which He suffered. God employs 
afflictions to the same end in us. 
Surely we cannot learn obedience 
at a lesser cost than Christ! The 
writer of Hebrews declares, "For 
whom the Lord loveth he chasten­
eth, and scourgeth every son whom 
he receiveth." It is because God 
loves us that He pennits suffer-

ing and trials to come our way. 
He wants to mold us and make us 
as He sees fit. "Before r was af­
flicted I went astray: but now I 
have kept thy word" (Ps. 119: 67). 

Jesus pointed OUt another pur­
pose for afflictions in John 15: 2b. 
when He said, "And every branch 
that beareth fruit, he pu rgeth it. 
that it may bring forth more fru it." 
God desires much fruit from ou r 
lives, that His name might be glori ­
fied. We would not wish to have 
the purging cease until God has 
gotten ou t of us a ll the honor 
which we can possibly yield to 
Him. The very fact of trial prOves 
that there is something in us very 
precious to our Lord; else He would 
not spend so much pains and time 
on us. Christ wou ld not spend sO 
much time testing us by tempta­
tions. sickness, or trials if He did 
not see the "precious ore of faith 
mingled in the rocky matr ix of our 
nature." " But he knoweth the way 
I take: when he hath tried me, I 
shall come forth as gold" (Job 
3UI) . 

Let us rejoice in afflictions. May 
we even look upon them as "blessed 
t rials." Through each one may we 
find that "the Lord delivereth him 
out of them all." 

"Now no chastening for the pres­
ent seemeth to be joyous, but 
grievous: nevertheless afterward it 
yieldeth the peacable fruit of right­
eousness unto them which are ex­
ercised thereby" (Heb . 12: I I). 

- R. Snipstead 
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Rev. john P. Strond 

Re .. lecled pr •• idenl of the AFlC 

The 4th Annual Conference of 
the Association of Free Lutheran 
Congregations gave the Rev. John 
p. Strand, Minneapolis, Minn., a 
resounding vote of confidence by 
returning him to the office of presi­
dent for a second fu lI term. He re­
ceived over 90 percent of the more 
t han 200 ballots cast. A term is 
three years. 

Mr. Strand was first elected 
president at the Special Conference 
in Thief River Fa lls, Minn., in Oc­
tober, 1962. He was then serving 
the pari sh at Tioga, N. Oak. He 
was elected to his first fuU term 
in June, 1963, in Fa rgo, N. Oak. 
Pastor Strand moved to Minnea­
polis in the summer of 1964 and 
has since served in the dual cap­
acity of dean of Free Lutheran 
Seminary and church p:esident. 

This fourth conference was held 
in Thi ef River FaUs at the invita­
tion of Our Savior's Lutheran 
Chu rch, t he Rev. Marius Haaken­
stad, pastor. All sessions, except for 
the Sunday morning service of Holy 
Communion, were held in the Knox 
Elementary School Auditorium. 

That auditorium was full for the 
Sunday morning worship hou r at 
which time Pastor Strand preached 
on the Gospel text for the day, 
Luke 12: 13-21. He sounded the 
call to be " rich toward God" and 
not waylaid by the snares of ea rth­
ly wealth, as the rich fool was. 
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Rev. John Strand 
Re-elected Head of 

The Association 

On Sunday afternoon the audi­
toriu m was jammed by at least 
500 persons in a special closing 
service. A choir of some 30 voices 
from Cloquet, Minn. , rendered the 
cantata by Eugene Clark, " Let the 
Earth Hear His Voice." The theme 
of the cantata was miss ions and the 
pastor of S1. Paul's, the Rev. Her­
bert Franz, continued that idea in 
his message. To know Jesus Christ 
ou rselves and to witness of Him 
to othe rs are the most thrilling 
things that we can do, he sa id. 

Over 300 individuals registered 
for the con ference bu siness ses­
sions. Still others registered as 
weekend visitors. The delegates 
came from ten states and approxi­
mately 70 congregations. Not all of 
these congrega tions a re a ffiliated 
with the AFLC. 

Chief interest in the convent ion 
settled in two main areas, the re­
vised Rules for Work and the pro­
posed Bible school. The Rules for 
Work were g iven first reading this 
year and the major portion of it 
should be ready for final action at 
next year's parley. Several para­
graphs, however, were referred 
back to the revision committee and 
those sections may have to wai t 
until 1968 before they become bind­
ing. The issue drawing the mosl 
spiri ted debate was that of whethe r 
or not there should be a limitation 
of terms for constitutional officers. 

The committee wished to place no 
restriction, but some delegates 
were inclined to place a 3-term lim­
itation. 

The Bible school debate was pro­
voked by a resolution from Com­
mittee No. 2 concurring in a de­
cision by the Seminary Board of 
Trustees to open the Bible school 
this fall. Some conference mem­
bers questioned the wisdom of be· 
gi nn ing the school this year when 
not more advance plans had been 
made. But an amendment which 
would have given the Trustees an 
exit if plans fail to materialize wa s 
defeated and the original resolu ­
tion was passed. It also calls for 
prayer that the Lord will provide 
teachers for the school and "move 
us to provide the means." 

The Bible school and the semi­
nary, which will operate as separ­
ale units, will hold registration on 
Sept. 10, and begin classes on Mon­
day, Sept. 12. 

The conference accepted a capi­
tal investment budget of $46,500, to 
be included in the Praise Program. 
In a la ter action, the con­
vention established the Praise Pro­
gram as a permanent part of the 
Association's budget and set a goal 
of $30,000 for that item in 1967-
GB. Other budget items a re General 
Fund, Seminary (Schools), and 
Mission s. The total budget adopted 
was S 139,980. 
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The Stewardship Board is to pre­
sent a plan to the next Annual 
Conference detailing the mechanics 
of an on-going Praise Program in 
the church_ The Program is to col­
lect funds for expansion of faci li ­
t ies and to reduce deb ts o therwise 
incurred_ 

A pastors' banquet was held on 
Friday evening at t he Rex Cafe. 
The Rev. A. B. Anderson, Virginia, 
Minn., addressed the group. The 
40th anniversaries of the ordina­
tions of Jonas Hella nd, Trygve 
Dahle and Carl Ostby were recog­
ized. Pastor Ostby was unable to 
attend. 

Mr. Richard Gunderson, seminary 
student. spoke at the Women' s 
Missionary Federation-sponsored 
mission nigh t on Thursday. The 
Rev. L. C. Dynneson. Nogales. 
Ariz., gave a greeting and Mrs. 
Dynneson and the fou r daughters, 
Karla, Miriam, Pau line and Lois, 
provided specia l music. So did a 
youth choir led by Mrs. Hanson of 
Portlan d, N. Oak. Mrs. Robert 
Rieth, Stacy, Minn., played the 
marimba. 

Mr. Melvin Walla, Sidney, Mont., 
spoke at a laymen's service on Fri ­
day night, Jed by Mr. Joe! Rogenes, 
Buxton, N. Oak. Testimonies were 
given as a part of the meeting. 

The Luther League Federation 
was in cha rge of the Saturday eve­
ning service. The Rev. Richard 
Sn ipstead, Fernda le, Wash., 
preached the sermon. Earlier, a 
banquet fOr Luther Leaguers had 
been held at the Rex Cafe. 

Th Rev. Hans J . Tollefson, Hat­
ton, N. Oak., led the forenoon 
prayer hou rs of the conference. Fol­
lowing his medi tation on a porlion 
of Scripture there was a prayer 
session. 

Dr. rver Olson, Minneapolis, pro­
fessor in the seminary, brought the 
message at the conference's open­
ing service on Wednesday night. 
He spoke on the convention theme, 
"Ou r Prec ious Faith" (I Pet. I : 3-
9) . 

Other office rs e lected at the con­
ferenCe included the Rev. Richard 
Snipstead, vice-president, and the 
Rev. Harry C. Molstre, Dalton, 
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Minn., secretary. Chosen for the 
Co-ordinating Committee were the 
Rev. J . G. Erickson, Radcli ffe, la., 
and Mr. David C. Hanson, Minnea · 
polis, the latter to fill the unexpired 
term of Mr. Harvey P. Dyrud, New­
folden , Minn., who resigned due 
to a work conflict. 

1966 CONFERENCE ELECTIONS 

PRESIDENT (3 years) 
Rev. John P. Strand 
Minneapolis. Min n. 

VICE-PRESIDENT (I year) 
Rev. Richard Snipstead 
Ferndale, Wash. 

SECRETARY ( I year) 
Rev. Harry C. Molstre 
Dulton, Minn. 

CO-ORDINATING COMMllTEE 
5 yea rs 
Rev. J . G. Erickson 
Radcliffe, Ia. 

1 year 
Mr. David C. Hanson 
Minneapolis, Minn . 

MISSION BOARD (elected by the 
Mission Corporation) 
5 years 
Mr. Robert Knutson 
McVi lle, N. Oak. 

2 years 
Mr. Melvin Gravgaard 
Tioga, N. Oak. 

STEWARDSHIP BOARD (5 years) 
Mr. Robert Di etsche 
Sand Creek, Wi s. 

BOARD OF PUBLICATIONS AND 
PAR ISH EDUCATION (4 years) 
Rev. Raynard Huglen 
Roslyn, S. Oak. 

YOUTH BOARD (5 years) 
Mr. Gordon Joh nson 
Grand Forks, N. Oak. 

BOARD OF PENS IONS (5 yea rs) 
Rev. Joh n DeBoer 
Villard, Minn . 

[To be Continued"! 

LUTHERANS MEET IN 
SOUTH MINNEAPOLIS 

The first worship service con­
ducted by Lutheran people in south 
Minneapolis who a re interested in 
eventually becoming an Associa­
tion congregation was held on Sun­
day evening, June 5, at 4816 
Nicollet Avenue South . Pastor John 
Strand, president of the Association 
of Free Lutheran Congregations, 
brought the message. There were 
twenty in attendance. 

The group, known as the South 
Lu theran Mission, will hold serv­
ices each Sunday evening at 7: 30 
and everyone is welcome to attend. 

Prayer is requested for this work. 

FRED PAULSON PASSED 
A WA Y THIS SPRING 

Fred Paulson, 97, well-know n 
fig ure in Lu theran Free Church ci r­
cles in the Twin Cities area for 
many years, passed away in April. 

He was active in the work of 
world missions, Augsburg College 
and Theological Seminary and the 
Lutheran Deaconess Hospita l. 

The Oak Grove Lutheran Church 
in Rich field was organ ized in his 
home as a Sunday school in 1934. 
Mr. Paulson had served as treasurer 
of the Sunday school for many 
years. 

Survivors include his widow, 
Emma; one son, Caspar, Hermiston, 
Ore.; one daughter, Mrs. Elon Skag­
erberg, Cloquet. Minn.; seven 
grandchildren and seven great· 
gra ndchildren. 

BIBLE VERSES 

" 'Honor your father and mother' 
(this is the first commandment with 
a prom ise), ' that it may be well 
with you and that you may li ve 
long on the earth'" (Eph. 6: 2, 3). 

"The un folding of thy words gives 
light ; 

it imparts understanding to the 
simple" (Ps. 11 9: 130) . 

The Lutheran Ambassador 



Demas, the Modern Man 

THE Bible presents men and 
women as they really are in 

their hearts and experiences. The 
Bible does not palliate or com ­
promise, but reveals their true 
stale. Because the Bible is the 
WORD OF GOD and tells the 
truth. it pictures each individual 
as he or she stands before God in 
life and experience. And so there 
is a Peter and a Judas, a David and 
a Saul, a Pau l and an Anemias, a 
Ruth and a Jezebel, and a Timothy 
and a Demas. Each is presented 
faithfully as life unfolds t hem as 
individ uals. 

One of the most unknown and 
possibly one of the most promising 
of Christian characters is the man 
known as Demas. Scripture men­
tions him only three times, but one 
of these is revelatory. As we scru­
tinize him, we f ind 

I. Demas, a Personable Character 

He was one of Paul's valued co­
laborers. Scripture speaks of him 
in Col. 4: 14 , II Tim. 4: 10 and Ph ile­
mon 24. In II Timothy 4: 10, Paul 
regretfully imparts the informat ion, 
"Demas halh forsaken me, having 
loved this present world." This is 
a poigna nt remark about a once 
beloved co-laborer, and because it 
is not enlarged upon reveals much 
about the man. It is the Christian 
charity of Paul that he only men ­
tions the defection. We find this 
treatment of a Christian defecter by 
the Apostle is not only Christian 
in kindness and love, but is also 
the means of healing a tender 
breach of fellowship. To fo rget him 
and go forward with the fa ithful 
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co-laborers is a principle of Paul, 
for he writes, "forgetting those 
things that are behind, and reach­
ing forth unto those thing.> that are 
before" (PhiL 3: 13). And so, 
though the hurt was deep and the 
grievous nature of the defection 
was an effrontery to the tender con­
science of Paul, yet he su mmons the 
ineffable grace of Christ to over­
come in hi s heart a raw wound 
that on ly a Benedict Arnold could 
in fli ct. Demas had been a tru sted 
lieutenant, one who had shared the 
intimacies of the open heart of Pau l 
in Christian prayer and fellowsh ip 
in Christ. Demas and Paul were 
well known to the churches that 
Paul had established. The associa­
tion of these two had always been 
that of a deep fellowsh ip and was 
well known. Congregations looked 
forward to thei r arrival, Paul im­
parting a sense of spiritual depth 
with his presence, and his younger 
companion, Demas, personable, 
likeable, attracting the younger set 
wi th his enthusiasm and magnetic 
ways. It was a duet of witnessing 
which electrified congregatio n af­
ter congregation. The Christian 
communities looked forward to 
their appearances. It was counter­
poi nt presentation of the Gospel 
that left the congregations breath· 
less in blessings. 

II. "Hath Forsaiwll Me"-A Piti­

ful Defection 

One of Pa ul's most faith fu l and 
dependable co-laborers was TimO­
thy . Much could be wr itten of this 
you ng ma n and the value that Paul 
placed upon his companionship in 

the Gospel. How shocked Timothy 
must have been when verifica tion 
of the rumors about Demas came 
in Paul's own words, "Demas hath 
forsaken me, having loved this 
present world" (II Tim. 4: 10) . 
That was all. It was then true. This 
young man with his insatiable in­
gredient for popularity, with his 
intelligence and adaptabil ity had 
fallen prey to the wi les of the 
world. Talent unhumbled had re­
sponded to the illicit solicitation of 
worldly enticements. Demas was 
truly the personification of modern 
man. "Demas hath forsaken me." 
Paul's use of the word "forsaken" 
speaks volumes of the hurt in­
flicted upon the sensitive co n­
sc ience of the Apostle. Demas had 
not only left; he had deserted Paul 
and the kernel of the Gospel, Jesus 
Christ. Would he come back? There 
might have been that hope in the 
heart of Paul. 

Such also is the prayer and hope 
of many Christians lOday for those 
who have been drawn into the in­
exorab le vortex of nco-orthodoxy 
and modernism. Think of the many 
young pastors who have fallen prey 
to the plaudits of men because of 
neo-orthodox teachings in some of 
the present-day seminaries. Anoth­
er manifestation of this defection 
is the rise of folk-singing in some 
Lutheran churches. I have before 
me a copy of such a song which 
is rank blasphemy of Bible char­
acters. * The defection of Demas in 
the very mid st of the blessings of 
Gospel-sharing of Paul's day is be­
ing repeated many-fold today 
because of the toleration of neo­
ort hodoxy and modernism in the 
church. The overwhelming power 
of this defection is yet to be ex­
perienced if st ringent action is not 
taken to obliterate it . Its strength 
is du e to the instability of congre­
gations, infiltrated by seminary 
teachings of neo-orthodoxy and 
modernism. The protest of congre· 
gatiOns is unavailing because of the 
power of Protestant popery. 

III. "Havillg Loved"-A Polluted 

Desi re 

What a man loves is an index 
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to his destiny. As someo:le has apt­
ly written, " Life is a grindstone, 
and whether it grinds a man down 
Or polishes him up depends on the 
stuff he is made of. " Paul's descrip­
tion of Demas, "having loved," 
shows th'at the temptations of this 
world are almos t axiomatic in 
scope. The words "love" and "sex" 
today are the banter and base of 
society as the world whirls its way 
into the judgment scenes. The days 
of Noah are upon us and the Demas 
contingent of society waits exhil­
era tingly for the doom of self­
imposed judgments . The WORD 
says, " LOVe not the world, neither 
the th ings that are in the world," 
etc. I John 2: 15-19 is an apt 
phrenology of the present mind of 
mank ind and the "having loved" 
diagnosis of Paul describes the 
downfall of Demas. Once a Chris­
tian yields to this desire and be­
comes pa lsied in the forbidden fruit, 
his dimmed love for Christ recedes 
into the enveloping demands and 
desire of the world and is oblit­
erated. The subsequent release of 
all hindrances of former vi rtues of 
Christian impac t (Phil. 4 : 8) is the 
last obstacle to the state whi ch 
Paul descri bes in the words "for­
saken me," to the absolute of "De­
mas having loved." His down­
fal1 is complete. Demas knew his 
state, but loved it. Like so many 
others today, he lacked the cour­
age, prodded by prid~, LO turn from 
it. He is a Pilate-character. He is 
the property of Satan (I John 3: 8). 
He lives a wasted life with futile 
attempts to live better. And yet 
how the Lord would have (orgiven 
if a sense of repentance had been 
evident. 

IV. "This Present Wor/d"-A 
Palatable Delight 

When Paul spea ks about "this 
present world" he is th inking of it 
in contrast to the world of Jesus 
Christ, and so he realizes and sees 
the awful gulf between the two. He 
expresses it best in 1 Cor. 2; 9, 
when he says, " Eye hath not 
seen nor ear heard. neither hath 
entered into the heart of man, the 
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things that God hath prepared for 
them that lOVe him." This is not 
only the future, but also is the 
present experience of the Christian 
who is full y yielded to Christ. This 
walk with Jesus in this life by 
grace is the walk that Demas had 
now forsaken. Instead he has 
chosen " to eat and drink and to 
be merry" (Luke 12: 19). Chris­
tianity had just begun to make its 
impact upon the world. and so no 
matte r how bad we may think 
the world is today, the "present 
world" of Demas was worse in per· 
spective because we today have 
Ch ris tianity as a fru it of many la­
bors, and its impact is the "mercy 
of God" in delaying judgment that 
more might be saved. The Gospel 
today is a " leaven" which was just 
embryo in the day of Paul. How 
pregnant thus this repressed cry 
of Paul! This world as it is, is not 
fit for the kingdom of God. There 
sha ll be a new heaven and a new 
earth. Yet how attract ive this world 
is to the mind and heart that is 
without Christ ~ It is a palatable 
delight. It gives variety, and var­
iety in sin is intriguing. Its panoply 
is seemingly endless in either r io­
tous or compromising living . What 
are some of these evidences that 
hold such a fasci nation for the 
youth of today? 

There is the world of impure 
mov ies and magaZines. Love. sex, 
c rime and mystery is the lure. 
Among the characters are th ieves, 
drunkards and prostitutes. In the 
days of Paul, Rome, Athens and 
Corinth were the meccas of such 
scenes. There is the world of the 
dance and liquor to enflame the 
passions of men and women . And 
withi n the organized church, the 
world of false doctrine, modernism 
and neo-orthodoxy. Add to this the 
world of the lodge, the overwhelm­
ing emphasis of s ports, drug addic­
t ion and just plai n worldliness, and 
you have a mixtu r(. that is the riot 
of the age. The power of Satan 
cannot be minimized. Remember 
how God looked down on the world 
of Noah. "And God saw tha t t he 
wickedness of man was great in 
the earth and that every imagina-

t ion of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil continually" (Gen. 
6: 5). But the final verdict also 
be longs to God. "Be not dece ived: 
God is not mocked, far whatever a 
man soweth, that shall he also 
reap" (Gal. 6: 7). 

This tragic picture of the defec­
t ion of Demas found its epilogue 
in Thessalonica, fOr Paul adds re­
garding Demas, "and is departed 
into Thessa lonica" (II Tim. 4: 10). 
Among the Thessalonians there was 
a group of "the disorderly" ( II 
Thess. 3: 6-15) . Paul, writing to the 
Thessalonians asks that the Chris­
tians "note" the man who is dis­
orderly and have no company with 
him . Possibly Demas may have at· 
tached himself to such a group to 
cause unrest among the breth ren. 
But again Paul in Ch ristian love 
writes, "And yet count him not as 
an enemy but admonish him as a 
brother" (II Thess. 3: 15) . Then we 
see Paul in a positive reaction to the 
defection of Demas and other af­
flic tions. He writes to fait hful 
Timothy, "Nevertheless the Lord 
stood by me" (II Tim. 4 : 17). and 
"The Lord shall deliver me from 
every evil work and will preserve 
me unto His heavenly kingdom" 
(II Tim. 4: 18). This is a comfort 
for Chri stians today who, engaged 
in the work of the Lord, likewise 
experience defections of the type 
of Demas. How wonderfu l the grace 
of the Lord to be enabled to pray 
for such brethren and to commit 
them to the Lord. "Great is the 
Lord and greatly to be pra ised" 
(Ps. 48: I) . 

Rev. A. L. Hokan son 

"' One stanza of the folk-song to 
which Pastor Hokanson refers is 
given below as an illustration of the 
type of song it is. 

"Esau was an ancient man of wild 
and wooly make, 

Half the farm belonged to him and 
half to brother Jake. 

Esau saw his t itle to the fa rm 
was not too clear, 

So he sold it to his brother fo r a 
sandwich and a beeL" 

- Ed. 
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CENTRAL MINNESOTA WOM EN 
MET AT HENNING 

"Dedare hi s glory among the 
heathen, his wonders among a ll peo­
ple" (Ps. 96: 3). 

With this Bible verse the Wom­
en's Missionary Federat ion of the 
Central Minnesota Dist rict began 
their spring ra lly. 

We met in the Henning Chapel , 
in Henning, Mi nn., on May 11, 1966. 

We all joi ned in the hymn "Christ 
for the World We Sing," a fter 
wh ich Mrs. Harry C. Molstre led 
in devotions from Psalm 89: 1-18. 

Mrs. Sta nley Chri stenson favored 
us with a solo, "The Great Judg­
ment Morn ing." 

A poem and flowers were shared 
in memory of Bertha Anderson who 
has gone home to be wi th her Lord. 

Mrs. Raymond Jacobson brought 
forth some very inte resting facts 
from the mi ssion fi eld in Noga les, 
Ariz., how it began and how the 
Lord has blessed th e continuation of 
it to th is day . It is wonderful to 
rea lize the will of God . 

Mrs. Herbe rt Presteng led us in 
a Bible study on the 96th Psa lm 
from which OUr theme was taken. 
Why study the Word? Two rea­
sons: (1) The enemy is always t ry­
ing to get us. (2) We want to be 
fru itful because it is the Lord's will 
in our lives. What is our prom ise 
in verses 10 and 13? The Lord 
comes . He shall be the judge and 
judge r ighteously. Is t he re any 
prayer for me to echo? Yes. thanks 
to God. The Word of God gives 
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power and authorily to pray (Ps . 
90: 2) . 

"We Give Thee but Thine Own" 
was sung, followed by an offering to 
"My Missiona ry for a Day." 

After another solo by Mrs. Chris­
tenson, our bus iness session was 
called to order. Mrs . Harry Rorvig 
of Dalton, Minn. , was e lec ted presi­
dent. Mrs. Ted Aas ness was re­
elected as secretary. 

We closed our morn ing session 
with the Doxology and table praye r. 
Potluck dinner was by the ladies 
of the Henning Chapel. 

We opened our a fternoon session 
at I : 30 p.m. Pastor Molst re opened 
with prayer fellowship, reading 
from Mark 11: 24. Without faith it 
is impossible to come to God. When 
we claim the promises of God, we 
know that God will never go back 
on His word . Let us cla im Hi s 
promise. 

"0 Zion Haste, Thy Mi ssion Hi gh 
Fulfilling" was sung, a fte r whi ch 
Mrs. Martin ChristenSOn led in de­
vot ions, reading I John 14: 7. 

Pastor Molstre and Mr. Alfred 
Lasseson of Dalton sang "Ali the 
Way My Savior Leads Me. " 

Mr. David Rinden , a student at­
lending Lutheran Bre thren Schools 
in Fe rgus Falls, brought the mes­
sage for t he a fternoon session, 
reading Psalm 96: 1-4. Jesus Christ 
gave our challenge to us (Ps. 96: 
3). We should take this exhortation 
to heart. What is ou r task? Shape 
evangelism so it can reach souls 
for Christ. Prayer is a means for 
us. Evangelism shaped by the Gos-

pel dares (Matt. 9: 38) . The mes­
sage of Christ wi ll always need a 
witness. Let us witness not only 
wi th our Jives but also with our 
lips. 

May the Lord bless David as he 
continues in the work of the Lord. 

Mr. Lasseson favo red us w ith a 
so lo, "Anchored in LOve Divi ne." 

There was an offer ing for the 
general fu nd, a fter which Pastor 
Molstre and Mr. Lasseson sang "He 
Died of a Broken Heart." 

After the hymn " 0 God of Mercy, 
God of Migh t," we closed wa h the 
Lord's prayer and benediction. Cof­
fee was served. 

We were ninety in th e presence 
of the Lord Lh at day and He blessed 
the giving. $206.00 was received 
toward "My Mi ssiona ry for a Day," 
and $80.20 toward th e general fund . 

"0 laste and see that the Lord 
is good: blessed is the man th at 
trust.et h in him" (Ps. 34: 8). I 
thank t he Lord for these raHy days, 
tha t togethe r we can taste of the 
Lord. that the fellowsh ip with Him 
and other loved ones in the Lord 
strengt hens us and gives us en­
couraged spiri ts to go forth and live 
a life acceptable to God. Praise His 
holy na me. 

We thank t he Lord fo r Mrs . Ja­
cobson and her leadi ng in t he past . 
May she continue the use of her life 
for the Lord . May the Lord bless 
our new president as she takes 
ove r th is office. 

Mrs. Ted Aasness, Secretary 

PLEASE NOTE 

The a rt icle in The Lutheran Am­
bassador, June 14, 1966, "['U Al­
ways Love You," by Ruth Vaughn, 
should have ca rried t he following 
credit li ne: From Home Life, copy­
right by The Sunday School Board 
of the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion. Nashv ille, Tennessee. Used by 
permission . 

COOKIES WANTED 

Cookies for Family Bible Camp 
are needed. Can you bring some 
when you come? Family Ca mp 
dates are Aug. 8-14. The place is 
Alexa ndria, Minn . 
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INTRODUCTION (in full) 

To the Annual Conference and 
the congregat ions of the Associa­
tion of Free Lutheran Congrega­
tions. Grace and Peace! 

From Octobe r 25 through 28 in 
1962, a group of pastors and lay­
men, mostly of the former Lutheran 
Free Church, gathered in a confer­
ence here in Thief River Falls, Min ­
nesota. They gathered to unitedly 
make decisions to form a fe llow­
ship of free and independent con­
gregations. Not desiring to have a 
part in the merger of Lutheran 
bodies then taking place, they met 
to plan their future. Out of this 
Conference came the Association of 
Free Lutheran Congregations. 

Again We are meeting in Thief 
River Falls. We have returned here 
with the same basic convictions 
that brought us here in 1962. Our 
goal and desire is still free and liv­
ing congrega tions. 

Much has happened since 1962 . 
I am su re that most of us are 
amazed at God's blessings show­
ered upon us since our beginning 
as an Association just a short three 
and one-ha lf years ago. Instead of 
the 40 congregations originally 
foreseen, We are about 100 congre­
gations and groups. Our church 
paper, The Lutheran Ambassador, 
has been published regularly si nce 
February, 1963. We have a mission 
fi eld in Brazil and another on the 
Mexican border. We ure also giv­
ing aid to many congregations at 
horre. We have our own seminary 
from whi ch will come the first grad­
uating class next spring. We will be 
establishing a Bible schoo! this 
coming fall. We have a Luther 
League Federat ion to give inspira­
tion and opportunity for our you th. 
We have a Women's Missionary 
Federa tion very actively working, 
inspiring and giving opportunity to 
the women of our congregations. 
We have a fine pension and hos­
pitalization program available for 
our pastors. We have a parish edu­
cation department giving guidance 
and help in the field of parish edu­
catiOn. We have two residences 
and our own headquarters build­
ing with grounds adequate for 
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A SUMMARY OF THE 
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE TO 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE, 1966 
whatever expansion the future will 
hold. While there is a debt On this 
property, our equity is substa ntia l. 

Much else {.Quid be said. But, 
the greatest value is ir, the souls 
that have been brought into God's 
ki ngdom through the teaching and 
preaching of the Word and the ad­
ministering of the Sacraments. 
These things cannOt be measured. 
The va lue of our Bible ca mps and 
conferences, to say nothing of con­
gregational work, no man can 
measure. Yes, much more could be 
sai d. And, all this si nce October, 
1962. To God alone bel ongs the 
glory. "This is the Lord's doing: 
It is marvellous in our eyes. " 

So, we come back to Thief Riv­
er Falls, Minnesota, with hearts 
filled with gratitude to Almighty 
God. He has tremendously blessed 
us. It has not always gone the way 
we wanted it to go, but we are 
grateful for that. too. Tribulations 
are necessary if a solid work is to 
be built. We have made many mis­
takes. We can see that as we look 
back. Hindsight is always better 
than foresight. We do not blame 
God for these errors, but pray for 
His grace and forgiveness. Yes, 
thank God we must here in Thief 
River Falls, 1966. 

OUR TIMES 

"The times certainly remind us 
of the signs of the end days of his­
tory." 

Confusion always has been a 
mark of the political world, but to­
day it seems to touch the more com­
mon areas in a greater way than 
ever. There is con fusion in the field 
of mora lity and in social areas. The 
la ws of the Lord and of the land 

are fl aunted. Many problems re­
sult. 

The war (in Viet Nam) has no 
end in sight. Our country is di ­
vided on how to approach this war. 
Patriotism is waning. 

There is much confusion in the­
ology. Lack of respect for the 
authority of God's Word has 
caused much of this. The redemp­
tion of the individUll1 is made sec­
ondary to social betterment. 
Churches mistake oneness of or· 
ganization for the spiritual unity 
of which Christ spoke. 

The picture is not pretty, but 
these are great days of opportunity 
for the Gospel. We Jive now and we 
have a debt to our generation. 

THE CONGREGA nON 

The ch ief duty of the congrega­
tion is to proclaim the Gospel. Each 
congregation must do this, no one 
else can do it for it. 

The Gospel is ce ntral, but the 
dangers and s ins of today must be 
revealed. We have avoided a "nega­
tive, condemning approach," but 
there is need for marc polemics on 
OUr part. It is not easy to know 
JUSt how to go about th is. It is easy 
to fall into negativism and so we 
must be careful. 

The ministry is an awesome 
calling. The pastor is not to "lord 
it over the church." He is to com­
mand respect by his life and faith. 
The ministry is not a lways re­
spected in Our day. This has been 
caused by such as are pastors in 
name only. Let us pray that God 
will supply pious pastors. And let 
the congregations take care of them 
adequately regarding physical 

[CotZlilweli 011 pllgf! 12] 
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EDITORIALS 
Another in a series on the Apostles' Creed 

HE ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN 

Jesus was gathered with His disciples on Mount 
Olivet one day, forty days after the resurrection . 
After some last minute conversation and the im­
partation of a blessing, Jesus was lifted up into the 
air. The disc iples watched, spellbound, until a cloud 
blocked their sight of the Lord. 

From this graph ic description in Acts I and the 
testimony of Paul (Eph. 4: 9, 10) and Peter (I Pet. 
3: 22) , it is difficult to have sympathy for those who 
contend that we are not to be bound by a belief that 
Jesus went "up and out" from this world in His 
departure . 

It is enough to say that He disappeared, they 
declare. But we believe that the resurrected, trium­
phant Christ rose up from the earth and went to be 
with God the Father "ou t there." His earthly sojourn 
over, His mission accomplished, He went to the right 
hand of God (J Pet. 3: 22), there to await that last 
great drama, His coming again to earth . 

And while He waits, He does the works of God 
and He prays (makes intercession) for us (Rom. 
8; 34). The ascension of Jesus does not speak of a 
Savior who has withdrawn from the a ffairs of men. 
but of one who anticipates the day when His own 
shall fu lly and finally know the completeness of His 
redemption. 

REASON FOR OPTIMISM 

It is difficult not to be optimistic about the fu ­
ture of the Association of Free Lutheran Congrega­
tions in the after-glow of a very fine Annual 
Conference in Thief River Falls, Minn. 

When one compares the post-conference climate 
of one year ago with that which obtains today, there 
is a vast difference. Then we we re heading into stormy 
seas as internal problems were on the r ise. Today 
these problems are so diminished as to give promise 
that their influence will be minimal in the coming 
year. 

The Annual Conference will be remembered by 
the wholesome spirit which prevailed. The pleasant 

June 28, J966 

fellowship of Thief River Falls almost causes one 
to ask, "Lord, how is it that we have been favored 
with such a goodly fellowship?" But so it is, and we 
rejoice in it. 

This is not to say that the convention was an 
assemblage of faultless people, Far from it. And were 
there not reminders of the need for penitence and 
repentance? But it was, we think, a gathering of peo­
ple who, by and large, were seeking the advance­
ment of God's kingdom, as they are involved in it, 
and who found joy in associating together during the 
days of conference. 

The optimism of which we speak now arises from 
the reasoning that a fellowship which has unity and 
seems to enjoy itself will be able to accomplish great 
things, insofar as a church of our size can be said 
to have a right to the word "great." It stands to rea­
son that a fellowship which is united will accom· 
plish more than one which is divided. And there is 
a good deal more unity in the Association today 
than there was in the summer of 1965. 

Time and again convention-goers said to each 
other, "Isn't this a wonderful conference?" If this 
was the expression of only some selfish realiza tion, 
then it was not so wonderful after all. But if that 
statement meant-I sense God's presence here and 
that He is laying a burden on my heart and the hearts 
of my brethren, and I believe that together we can 
do great things-then it was truly a wonderful con ­
ference . 

And we think that history will judge that for 
many the latter interpretiiU0n was true. 

A RESURRECTED CONVENTION 

The business sessions of the Annual Conference 
of 1966 gOt off to a slow start, the challenging mes­
sage of President Strand and the comprehensive re­
pon of Pastor Julius Hermunslie notwithstanding. 

First, in the call for nominations for the Nomi nat ­
ing Committee for the next annual conference. three 
of the eigh t districts could not produce more than 
one candidate each where there ought to have been 
two. 

Then, in the presentation of the report of Com­
mittee No. 1 there was so little discussion that it 
looked as if this migh t be one of those conventions 
where everyone cou ld just as well have stayed home. 

No t until the Rules for Work were brought to 
the conference floor late on Thursday afternoon did 
activity and interest perk up. (Even the election of 
a president had failed to stir the convention as Pas­
tor John Strand swept to a nearly unanimous 
endo rsement.) Throughout the discussion of that docu­
ment and carrying over into other matters of busi­
ness, interest was greatly increased and what cou ld 
have been a boring conference became exciting. The 
change in spirit was so noticeable that we like to 
think of th is as a "resurrected" conference. 
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A poi nt is raised by this, though. How can con­
vention business sessions be kept interesting when 
there is no Rules for Work discussion before it or 
no debate on whether to open a Bible school in the 
fall, for sure? Three days of business which turns 
out to be only a congress of rubber-stampi ng can get 
to be pretty dull even if the fellowship is sweet. It 
is good to have unity of mind and spirit, but this 
ought not to lead to boredom in considering the Lord's 
work on earth. 

Well, the convention of 1966 came to life fo rtu­
nately. And the one next year already has some grist 
for the mill, in severa l debatable points in the Rules 
for Work. But looking beyond, how can part icipation 
and debate be fu rthered? That is a question about 
which we ought to give some thought. 

We hope to write concerning some of the con­
ference actions next time as we conclude Our cov­
erage of this another annual conference of the 
Association . 

PASTOR ANKER G. DAHLE 

The passing of Anker G. Dahle has historical sig­
nifica nce in this that he is the first ordained pastor 
to be removed by death from the clergy roster of 
the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations. In 
his retiremen t' years throughout the life of the As­
sociation, Pastor Dahle chose to identify himself with 
Our pastors. We had nothing to offer him of a ma­
terial nature for his years of ministry in the church, 
but we gave him the right hand of fellowship. From 
him We received his interest and his prayers. And 
his prayers were consi derable, for he was a man of 
prayer. 

It is goi ng on twenty years since we first met 
Pastor Dahle. One of his sons was Our roommate 
that first year at Augsburg. Over the years we met 
a number of t imes at the conferences and other oc­
casions. 

Pastor Anker Dahle was keenly interested in the 
eternal welfare of the r,.eople he ministerd to and 
whom he met along the way. He will be remembered 
for that. 

Now faith has become sighl fOr him and we re­
joice in his translation to that land which is fairer 
than day. By God's grace. may we all assemble there 
one day. 

OF UNUSUAL INTEREST 

Two Lutheran conferences are taking place this 
su mmer which are of unusual interest in ou r beloved 
chu rch. They are both in the natu re of protest move­
ments, one within the American Lutheran Church 
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and the other largely within churches which made 
up the Synodical Conference a few years ago. 

The former, then, is the 1st Annual Convention 
of Lutherans Alert-Nat ional. This convention wiI! be 
over before some of you read this. It is being held 
in Tacoma, Wash. 

The second is the 3rd annual Lutheran Free Con­
ference in Columbus. Oh io. Unofficia l representatives 
of most every Lutheran body in the United States 
will attend this one in July. 

Both of these conventions are being held because 
the re are Lutherans, pastors and laity, who sense 
that all is not well within the major church bodies. 
There is the conviction that consti tut ions and creedal 
statements regarding the Word of God (the Bible) 
are not being adhered to and these "protesters" want 
to know the reason why. 

While the Association is not directly involved in 
these movements and has the role of bystander, we 
nevertheless follow these efforts to gel the ear of 
the ch urches with keen interest. These movements 
are not going to fade away. We pray that they wiII 
not. In these days of accelerating theological change 
it would be tragic if anyone even wished them that 
fate. 

This is not to say tha t every evangelical Lutheran 
Ch ristia n will feel tha t t he Lutheran Free Confer­
ences and the Lutherans Alert-National organiza­
tion speak for him on every point. But he will find 
a great deal that strikes a respon sive chord in his 
heart. 

We cannot be at Tacoma or Columbus, but we 
are interested in what happens at those widely sep­
ara ted points. May the Lord guide. 

THANKS, PASTOR SNIPSTEAD 

With this issue of The Lutheran Ambassador, we 
conclude the series of devotional writings by Pastor 
Richard Snipstead of Ferndale, Wash. 

His articles, under the heading "According to the 
Word," have been very practical and down-to-earth. 
They have spoken to many hearts, of that we are 
sure. 

We express our thanks to Pastor Sn ipstead for 
this contribution to OUr church paper and trust that 
we may hear from him agai n. Please feel free to write 
him you r own persona l appreciation. 

With the next issue of the Ambassador, we shall 
commence a series of devotional sketches by Pastor 
Harold R Schafer, DeKalb, Il l. Our mission director, 
he will also speak OUt of a wealth of personal Chris­
tian experience and a number of years in the parish 
mi nistry. We welcome Pastor Schafer to this ass ign­
ment. 

The Lutheran Ambassador 
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PLANNED ACTIVITIES 
FOR THE 

WHOLE FAMILY 

Recreation 
Music 
Prayer 

LAKE GENEVA 
BIBLE CAMP 

Alexand ria, 
Minn. 

Spirifual Growth 
B;ble Study 

Christian Fellowship 
In spi rational Preaching 

Speakers: 
Vern Lavik, K. C. Grundahl, 
Chester Heikkinen, Iver Olson 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
PRE-CAMP REGISTRATION Sal' red Heart. Minnesota 

i\Takc c hecks ImyatJ1e tu Assoclntion :Family Odm[J 

Mr. 1\11'8. lUis!!! _~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Age ~ __ 

Address _ ~~_ . ___ CUy ~~~~_ Statt) ~~~~ 

$2.00 Registration fcc IJcr family 
If family. KI\'c children's names Registration fcc Iter ),crSOIl . 1.00 
__________________ Ag. __ _ Cost p CI' week; 

Adu1t ................... .. 16.00 _______________ Age __ _ 
Teenage r ...................... U.OO 

___ _ __________ Ag. __ _ Child (2-12 years) ............ 5.00 
( Under 2 yea rs no chllrge) 

_____ _ ___________ Ag. __ _ SllCclal family rnte 60.00 



President's Message 

rContinued from IJ(lge 8] 

needs, 

LEGAL MATTERS 

We have been denied the use of 
the name "The Lutheran Free 
Church-Not Merged," This denial 
will have little detrimental effect 
on the Association and may indeed 
result in good. That decision 
against us in Minnesota was con­
cerned with the Association's use 
of the name. It seems to me that 
the issue is still in question regard­
ing individual congregations. 

CONFERENCE AND CAMPS 

Our family Bible camps have 
been of real blessing. Our area Bi­
ble camps could co-ordinate their 
work to the benefit of all. We want 
our local camps to continue 
wherever they serve a real purpose. 

A very fine Bible Conference was 
held in Willmar, Minn., last win­
ter. There was much unity, good 
teaching, preaching and fellowship. 

The officers and boards met in 
Minneapolis last September. The 
flip-cha rt used there was subse­
quently used in a good number of 
our parishes by Pastor T. F. Dahle 
and myself. We tha nk Pastor Dahle 
for his services. Perhaps another 
workshop fO r officers can be held 
this fa ll , 

PASTOR SUPPLY 

We share a pastora l shortage 
with most all chUrch bodies. Our 
older pastors, serv ing beyond re­
tirement age, are helping us im­
mensely. Most of our semi nary stu­
dents are working in parishes at 
least part of the summer. 

We look forward to our first 
seminary graduating class next 
summer. Let us pray for more 
young men answering the cali to 
the ministry. 

Two of our full-time workers in 
the vineyard departed this life in 
the past year. They were Mr. Roy 
Quanrud, lay pastor at Hampden, 
N, Oak., and Mrs. Gene Sundby, 
Newfolden, Minn., wife of the pas-
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tor there. "Thei r ministry will live 
on for years here on earth, and 
in heaven forever. May God give 
Hi s comfort to the bereaved." 

"With great joy we welcome to 
our fellowship Pastor Herbert L. 
Franz, Cloquet, Minnesota; Pastor 
E. Albert Hautama ki, Everett, 
Washington; Pastor Gerald F. 
Mundfrom, Pukwana, South Dako­
ta; Pastor Marvin S. Undseth, Shev­
lin, Minnesota; and lay-pastor Or­
ville T. Olson, Greenbush, Minne­
sota. They are enriching our fellow­
sh ip, and we trust our labors to­
gether may be to the glory of our 
Lord." 

LOOKING FORWARD 

Our opportunities are tremend· 
ous. The danger is that we may at­
tempt too much. We must discern 
between faith and fool ishness, 
though th is is not always easy. 
Whatever we decide at conference 
must be done in the hope that our 
people will suppOrt it 

We encourage congrega tions not 
to fo rget the Association in spite 
of local building programs and 
problems. 

This conference wilJ take a look 
at the Rules for Work. Also, we 
should consider what to do with 
the Seminary and Doctrine Com­
mittee. Should it be abolished or 
some other arra ngement made? 

The committee studyi ng the di­
vorce issue is not ready to report 
to this conference. 

We have decided to open our 
Bible school this faJI. Some great 
hurdles stand in the way of fulfill· 
ment. Unless God provides, it will 
be impossible. Pray for and sup­
port this new step. "The seminary 
must remain our initial responsi­
bility." 

Further capital investments are 
needed. What shall be done about 
this in relationship to the Pra ise 
Program? 

The past year has been difficult 
A very few persons have caused 
crossc urrents which have hin ­
dered the work. Some expected 
work has had to wait because of 
th is. [ truSt that this si tuation is 
over. I express my thanks for your 

support. This con ference is to elect 
a president. "I have liltle personal 
ambition Or desire to continue as 
the preSident, and would rather re­
tu rn to the parish ministry. May 
God so lead that His will be done, 
that the Association might ever 
become what God intends," 

1 Peter 4: 7-11. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Pastor John P. Strand 

(This above is only a summw'y 
of the President's message. The 
lull message can be read in the An­
nual Report which will be available 
in late summer.-Ed.) 

MY PRAYER 

Lord, my life is so full of sin, 
I can find no peace with in . 
I know, for sin-You have the cu re, 
So cleanse my heart and make me 

pure. 

As Thou hast given Thy life for me, 
In humble service upon the tree­
I ask that I may of service be 
To others that they may follow 

Thee. 

So wash me clean that I may share 
The blessings of Thine with those 

unaware 
Of Thy great love you've shown 

to all, 
As You took ou r sins, both great 

and small, 
-Doris L. Johnson 

Carlos, Minn. 

MORE MISS ION SLIDES 
AVAILABLE 

A set of slides is avai lable 
which show the Alvin Grothe 
family landing in Brazil and 
contains more sho ts of lhc 
area around Campo Mourao 
where the John Abel fami ly is 
working. These slides are free to 
be used by any Sunday school, 
Ladies Aid or at Sunday evening 
services, They may be had by 
contacting Pastor Harold Scha­
fer. 112 West Milner Ave .. De­
Kalb, m. 
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Pe't~H 'J'ete ?ltet 
T IFE consists of the genuine and 
L the counterfeit, the dedicated 
and the shallow. Accordingly, 
when we meet someone who 
stands out so distinctly from 
the rank and file, he seems a little 
peculiar, even among Christians. In 
1949, we met such a person and 
our paths crossed a number of 
times until his homegoing to the 
Lord in May of \952. 

Charles Crouch was an orphan 
boy who, at the age of sixteen, 
gave his heart and life completely 
to the Lord. His conversion took 
place in an orphanage of the Lu­
theran Free Church in Minnesota, 
and soon thereafter he, being poor, 
began to work his way through 
college and seminary, While living 
on his meager income, his love fo r 
missions was sa intense that he 
began to limit his meals to one or 
two a day in order to help support 
two missionaries. He took serious­
ly this Scripture, "Make no provi­
sion far the flesh," in order that 
spiritual life might grow more 
abundantly. 

After completing seminary train­
ing, he was disappointed at not 
being able to go to a foreign mis­
sion field because, although his 
health was good, it was not suffi­
cient to stand the rigors of an ex­
treme climate. He then went into 
pioneer home mission work here 
in the States. His first call was to 
New York and because of his dedi­
cation to the work there, his body 
became seriously fatigued. As a re­
sult his doctor advised him to "dig 
in the dirt a while until you learn 
not to tax your body so strenuous­
ly." He then bought a little chicken 
farm and during the seven years 
he farmed, it paid for itself. With 
more self-discipline he returned to 
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home mission work, in which he 
continued until the time of his 
death. 

One of his many exciting experi­
ences in the Lord's work con­
cerned a man whom he had in­
vited to church a number of times 
but with no success. One day he 
went to cali on this man and found 
him chopping wood in the hack­
yard. Pastor Crouch noticed an­
other ax lying on the ground and 
proceeded to spend the rest of the 
afternoon chopping wood with this 
man. Later as he was leaving for 
home, the man wanted to pay Pas­
tor Crouch for his labor, but he 
said, "No, but you can do me the 
favor of com ing to church next 
Sunday." The man promised to do 
this and kept his word. The mes­
sage that Sunday touched his heart, 
and he continued to attend church 
regularly. After a few months, he 
accepted Jesus as his personal 
Savior and not only became a 
Christian but an ardent supporter 
of missions. "The Lord works in 
mysterious ways His wonders to 
perform." 

While serving a parish in western 
South Dakota, Pastor Crouch often 
drove 40 miles in bli zzard condi­
tions for Sunday services and 
prayer meetings. His car was old 
and not tOO dependable, but he 
would often hazard h is life to 
bring the Word of God to hungry 
souls. The Lord took care of him, 
however, and he never suffered 
even a frostbite. 

The last time we met Pastor 
Crouch he gave us this sage ad­
vice, "Why don't you two quit look­
ing for some other pastor to go to 
western South Dakota? Go there 
yourselves and see what GOD CAN 
DO through you, for 'with God 

nothing is impossible.' " Four years 
later such a call came to us and 
we went. While working in this 
parish where Pastor Crouch had 
been some years before, we could 
feel the power of his prayers. The 
day the church at Eagle Butte was 
dedicated in 1959, his w idow came 
from New York to be with us. In 
her greeting she said, " I JUSt know 
how happy Charles is today because 
this was one of his unfulfilled 
dreams-to have a Lutheran church 
in this place." She also sang the 
inspiring hymn, " J Heard thE Voice 
of Jesus Say." Pastor John T. Quan­
beck, then Director of Home Mis­
sions of the Lutheran Free Church, 
gave an outstanding message. The 
Holy Spirit was very near. An of­
fering given that day cleared the 
church of its indebtedness, another 
miracle of the Lord. From its be­
ginning a number of people have 
found peace with God, the greatest 
blessing any church can experience. 

In 1952, we were privileged to at­
tend the funeral of Pastor Crouch. 
His widow was even given the spe­
cial grace to sing his favorite song 
before the message, as he had re­
quested of her before his death. 
This was the same hymn Mrs. 
Crouch sang seven years later 
at the church dedication service. 

"1 heard the voice of Jesus say, 
'Behold, I freely give 

The living water; thirsty one, 
Stoop down, and drink, and 
live!' 
came to Jesus and 1 drank 
of that life-giving stream. 

My thirst was quenched, my 
soul revived, and now I live 
in Him." 

As the message was being given, 
we wept for joy because a true 
saint had gone Home. Perhaps the 
Lord arose to greet him on arrival 
as He had done when Stephen died. 
Pastor Crouch was great in the 
kingdom of God because he was so 
"nothing" in himself, but the Lord 
had all of him, from the time of his 
conversion. He simply put himself 
as clay in the Master's hands to be 
used as He saw fit during his earth-
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THESE ARE NOT LOST 

The look of sympathy; the gentle 
word 

Spoken so low that only angels 
heard; 

The secret act of pure self-sacrifice, 
Unseen by men, but marked by 

angels' eyes; 
These are not lost. 

The silent tears that fall at dead 
of night 

Over soiled robes that once were 
pure and white; 

The prayers that rise like incense 
!"rom the soul, 

Longing for Christ to make it clean 
and whole; 

These are not lost. 

The happy dreams that gladdened 
all our youth, 

When dreams had less of self and 
more of truth; 

The childhc,)d's faith, so tranquil 
and so sweet, 

Which sat like Mary at the Master's 
feet; 

These are not lost. 

The kindly plans devised for oth­
ers' good, 

So seldom guessed, so little under­
stood; 

The quiet. steadfast lOVe that strove 
to win 

Some wanderer from the ways of 
sin; 

These are not lost. 

Not lost, 0 Lord! for in Thy ci ty 
bright 

Our eyes shall see the past by 
clearer light, 

And things long hidden from our 
gaze below 

Thou wilt reveal, and we shall 
surely know 

They are not lost. 
- Author Unknown 

(from The Old Testament and the 
Fine Arts) 

NOW IN HARD COVER 
LUTHER' S SMALL 
CATECHISM EXPLAINED 

BIBLE HISTORY FOR 
HOME AND SCHOOL 

ONLY $1.00 EACH! 

ALSO AVAILABLE 

Workbook for Junior Confirmation Classes 

Workbook for Senior Confirmation Classes 

Order from: 

Postage and handling charges are: 
up to $2.50 $10¢; to $5.00 - 25¢; to 
$7.50 - 40¢; to $10.00 - 55¢; over 
$10.00 - 75¢ 

Payment must accompany orders. 

The Association of Free Lutheran Congregations 
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3110 E. Medicine Lake Blvd. 
Minneapol is, Minn. 55427 

$.75 

$.75 

THE GREATEST OPPORTUNITY 

The greatest opportunity 
That God has ever given me 
Was not when tha t suggest ion came 
To show any easy road to fame; 
Was not the day when fortune 

smiled 
And claime{! me, fOr a time, her 

child; 

Nor yet the cha nce that I must 
hold 

To turn some talent into gold: 
The greatest one of all, I say, 
Is now, always here--today. 
Today, my opportun ity 
Is just as grea t as I can see; 
It is my privilege to live, 
To learn, to earn, receive, and give: 
To do the little task assigned, 
And smi le the while, nor leave 

behind 
Regrets or flaws in what I build; 
But do the work as God has willed 
And see in the small par t I play 
My opportunity-today. 

-Author Unknown 
(from Quotes from the Quiet 
Hour) 

NOTICE 

Occasionally, through an 
error in mailing, you may miss 
an issue or two of the Am­
bassador. When you are certain 
that you have missed an issue 
and your subscription is still in 
force , please write our office 
for the missing number and 
it will be furnished free of 
charge. 

Should you continue to miss 
copies of the Ambassador, 
write and ask that an inquiry 
be made as to the reason. 

Address all inquiries ami re­
quests regarding subscriptions 
and maili ng to: 

The Lutheran Ambassador 
3110 E. Medicine Lake Blvd. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 55427 
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CHURCH-WORLD NEWS 
DR. SCHRAMM TO RETIRE; NEW 
EDITOR NAMED fOR STANDARD 

MINNEAPOLIS (NLC) - Dr. Ed­
ward W. Schramm will retire next 
January as editor of the American 
Lutheran Church's biweekly pub­
licat ion, The Lutheran Standard. 

Succeeding Dr. Schramm as edi­
tor will be Dr. George H. Muede­
king, professor of functional 
theology at Pacific Lutheran The­
ological Seminary at Berkeley, CaL, 
who will begin work here on Sept. 
1. 

The retiring editor has held the 
post since the inception of The 
Standard five years ago when the 
present Ameri can Lutheran Church 
began its operations as the merged 
body of th ree churches. 

Prior to that, he edited for 30 
years the old ALC's publication of 
the same name, which spanned 11 7 
years of history_ 

Dr. Muedeking was born Aug. 
19, 1915, at Arcadia, Wis. He re­
ceived a B.A. from Capital Uni­
versity in 1936, an M.A. from In­
diana University in 1938, a B.D. 
from Luther Theological Seminary 
in St. Paul, Minn., in 1941, and a 
Ph.D. from the University of Cali­
fornia in 1961. 

Ordained by the old ALC in 1941, 
he served congregations in four 
California communities before 
jOining the faculty at Pacific Lu­
theran Theological Seminary seven 
years ago. 

Another editorial staff member, 
the Rev. Lewis Holm, associate edi­
tor of The Standard, has accepted 
a cali as director of public re lations 
at Capita l University, late r th is 
summer. 

CLAJMS BISHOP "NOT A 
CHRISTIAN" 

A prominent theologian of the 
Episcopal Church has charged that 
Cal ifornia's controversial Bishop 
James A. Pike "is not a Christian." 

Prof. J. V. Langmead-Casserly of 

June 28,1966 

Seabury-Western Theological Semi­
nary said that Bishop Pike's views 
"disqualify him from continuing to 
act as a bishop" and that he should 
either "leave the church altogeth­
er" or at least reven to the status 
of a layman . 

Bishop Pike announced recently 
he will resign in September as head 
of the California Diocese, but said 
he will retain the office and title 
of bishop while serving as a "schol­
ar-teacher" on the staff of the Cen­
ter for Democratic Studies. Santa 
Barbara, Calif. 

Dr: Langmead-Casserly, writing 
in The Living Church, emphasized 
he was not accusing Bishop Pike 
of "moral turpitude." He expressed 
admiration fOr the bishop's 
"staunch support" of civil rights 
and other unpopular socia l causes. 

-Willmar Thorkelson 
Minneapolis Slar 

LUTHERAN THEOLOG IAN 
URGES RETURN TO 
CA mOLic CHURCH 

NEW YORK (NLC) -A Luther­
an theologian has ...called upon 
Protestants to focus their efforlS 
on a return to their "ecclesiastical 
homeland"- the Roman Catholic 
Church . 

Dr. Carl E. Braaten, a professor 
of the Lutheran School of The­
ology at Chicago, rejects the notion 
that the hope of reunio:l with Rome 
is utopian and asserts that "we 
do not have to wait until dooms­
day." 

Reunion with Rome. he says, "is 
predicated on the knowledge that 
the sixteenth century schism was 
an historical event, and as such is 
susceptible of bei ng superseded in 
the stream of history itself." 

His views are expressed in the 
June issue of Una Sancta, an inde­
pendent liturgical and ecumenical 
quarterly edited by Lutherans "in 
the interest of the life and worship 
of the church." 

"The Reformers," Prof. Braaten 

says, "made their protest against 
Rome on behalf of the Church, 
OUt of love and loyalty to the truly 
catholic Church ... The farthest 
thing from Luther's mind was to 
make his reform movement into an 
independent church, named after 
him, that would exist permanently 
outside of and in competition with 
th e Roman Catholic Church 

"The tragedy is that what was 
intended to be only a temporary 
church, has become a penn anent 
arrangement '. The Reformation 
was not intended to bring about a 
Proteslant church, much less a col­
lection of Protestant churches 
The Reformation was necessary, 
but Protestants have made a virtue 
out of necessity." 

Noting "a new birth of catholi­
city" in Protestantism, Prof. Braa­
ten says it is manifest in "a recov­
ery of cat.holic substance and prin­
ciples that have been lost in Pro­
testant history." 

Also, he adds. the important as­
pect of thi s catholic renewal is that 
it is not intended "merely to re­
vita lize the Protestant communities 
for prolonged separate existence, 
but to renew in them the longing 
to be integrated with their Roman 
brethren in the one catholic 
Church." 

LUTHERAN PASTOR ASKS 
"COMPASSIONATE 

INVOLVEMENT" IN FIGHT 
AGAJNST POVERTY 

NEW YORK CITY, June 3-A 
Lutheran pastor on the lower East 
Side has challenged Americans gen­
erally and Christians in particular 
to a more "compassionate involve­
ment" in the battle aga inst poverty 
in America. He labels poverty "as 
an unnecessary suffering" and "an 
in justice-<leeply entangled with its 
other forms, notably radal preju­
dice." 

The Rev. Arthur R. Simon, pas­
tor of Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Manhattan, issued the challenge in 
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a book Faces of Poverty, recently 
published by Concordia Publishing 
House, St. Louis, Mo. 

Compassionate involvement "will 
not come easily for Christians who 
have a strong churchly tradition of 
separation from everything politi­
cal," the Lutheran Church- Missou ri 
Synod pastor warns. He contends 
that the church must learn "to rec­
ognize both the truth and th e un­
truth in statements like 'the church 
must keep OUt of politics' and 'the 
church's job is to preach the Gos­
pel.' " 

The au thor agrees that the church 
is not a political organization. Nor 
is it the "church's task to offer 
top-minded pronouncements on all 
sorts of complex issues" much less 
"to lobby for its own inst itutional 
interests," "Its proper function," 
Pastor Simon writes, "is to share 
the Gospel with the world." 

However, he argues tha t this 
function dare not be reduced to 
"slogan·making." "The church is 
called to live the Gospel in the 
world as well as to proclaim the 
Gospel to the world." 

From the vantage point of one 
who lives with and ministers to the 
poverty stricken , the author ex­
plodes for the American reader 
such popular myths as: "Why are 
the poor lazy?" "Can't they make 
it the hard way, like I did?" "Aren't 
they too well off on relief?' "Can' t 
they at least clean up?' t and "Why 
don't they mOve OUt of the slums?" 

The answers are not provided in 
any stereotyped way. Through 
authentic case histories he stri ps 
away the anonymity of poverty as 
a massive problem of nameless, 
lazy people. 

The cha llenge to America is "to 
decide whether we want lO support 
poverty or get rid of it. Either way 
it is going to be a costly venture." 
Author Simon contends that s up­
porting or financing poverty can be 
done only "at an accelerating price 
in human suffering and in dollars." 
"Bigger hand-outs" are not the 
simple answer. 

The challenge to Christians is 
"to be '..he servant church," engag­
ing in its proper work "not of be-
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coming a successful institu tion, but 
serving the world unto death." In 
this fra mework he reminds his fel­
low Christians, "Our Lord's de· 
scription of the last judgment in 
Matthew 25 is overpowering. There 
he has no time for year-end re­
ports; he simply says, 'r was hun­
gry and you fed me. I was naked 
and you clothed me ... I was a 
stranger and you took me in'. 
and explains, 'As you did it to one 
of the least of these my brothers, 
you did it to me.' " 

This, he concludes, "is, first of 
all, not a matter of doing certain 
t hings, but of being a certa in kind 
of Christian and a certain kind of 
church." His c rite ria are: 

1. To get rid of a deplorable 
sense of superiority and condescen­
sion toward the poor. 

2. To know the poor as peo­
pie ... and see them as equals in 
worth to God and to man and to 
repent of every phony excuse which 
seems to justify a lesser under­
standing. 

3. To see that there is no Chris­
t ian answer apart from living 
among the poor, sharing life w ith 
them, and planting the Gospel 
among them . 

4. To lea rn so that we look upon 
issues such an unemployment and 
slum housing and discrimination 
not as unwelcome intrusions in the 
church but as a pan of the guts of 
t he life to which the man of Christ 
must relate. 

Most Unforgettable Person 

[Conlinued from page 1.3] 

Iy sojourn. He truly lived as a pil­
grim and a stranger in this world, 
the most selfless person we have 
ever met. 

We also wept tears of sorrow 
because if more Christ ians had his 
spirit of dedica tion, there would 
not be mill ions who as yet have 
never heard the name of "Jesus," 
w ho alone can transform lives 
from hopeless despair to real peace 
and joy. During their lifetime Pas­
tor Crouch and his wife not only 
themselves worked fo r the kingdom 
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of God, but they lived on as little 
materially as possible, even buy­
ing second-hand clothes, in order 
to give large sums of money to 
missions and to their churches. Be­
cause he lived so closely to the 
Lord, he could even afford NOT to 
save anything. The Lord took care 
of his widow by increasi ng the val­
ue of that little ch icken farm they 
had bought many years ago for 
$5,000. At the time of his death it 
was worth over $80,000. 

We are living in a day of much 
superficiality, but t hank God there 
are those whom God sends into ou r 
lives to inspire us and draw us 
closer to Him. The time is short 
and so many are lost. May the 
Lord give more of us ' Christians 
the Spirit and dedication, at leasl 
to some deg ree. that Pastor Crouch 
had. "Blessed are the dead which 
die in the l ord ... and their works 
do follow them." 

Mrs, Jay Erickson 
Radcli ffe, Iowa 
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