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L::=::.======::.J1 According to tlte Word 

A Man Called Jesus 

"And they went into Capernaum; 
and straightway on the sabbath 
day he entered into the synagogue, 
and taught. And they were aston
ished at his doctrine: for he taught 
them as one that had authority, 
and not as the scribes" (Mark 
1:21-22). 

They were "amazed" and "as
tonished," we read. What had hap
pened? A carpenter's son had come 
into town from neighboring Nazar
eth. His name was Jesus. And they 
all took notice. He wasn't like 
the crowd nor was He like the 
religious group. He was different. 
Shall we look for a few moments 
on "this man Jesus"? 

His companionship was different. 
Here He was in a strange town, 
away from home. As a young man, 
doors were open to Him every
where. There were doors of pleas
ure, doors of business, doors of 
sin. Here's where the crowd lin
gered even on a Sabbath day. But 
Jesus, we read, "straightway" en
tered into the synagogue. How we 
need young folks who are different 
in that way. It is so much easier 
to conform to the crowd in place 
of allowing oneself to become trans
fonned in His presence. However, 
victory begins in the "upper room" 
with Him. Jesus sought the fellow
ship of others in the house of God. 
He also sought the fellowship of 
His Father. We read about Him: 

"And, in the morning, rising up a 
great while before day, he went out, 
and departed into a solitary place, 
and there prayed" (Mark 1: 35) . 

His attitude toward life was dif
ferent . Others came into town to 
get; He came into town to give. 
No sooner had He arrived in the 
synagogue than, we read, He began 
to teach. We recall the words of 
Peter to a man in need: "What I 
have, I give unto you." We can
not give what we do not have. 
And we cannot have anything to 
give without living near the source 
of life and supply-namely, Jesus. 
There was a positive reaction to 
the words of Jesus as He taught. 
We read that they were "aston
ished" at His doctrine. He used 
the same old Book; He spoke the 
same old truths-but it had a dif
ferent sound to it. The Word came 
to life. The Word became real to 
them, for it was real to Him. 

Folks are looking to God's people 
today for the real thing. They have 
been lying beside their "Bethesda 
pools" so long-waiting. But the 
"wells" which were to meet their 
need turned out so often to be 
"wells without water." There was 
a "form of godliness" but the pow
er was Jacking. They are still 
reaching out empty hands and 
hungering hearts for the real thing. 
Who can meet that 'need? Only 
One, Jesus. When He no longer 
could walk the trails of Galilee, He 
asked ordinary men and women 
to carryon-men and women who 
would live close enough to Him 

to become channels through which 
He could pour out His blessings 
to hungering hearts. 

His impact on the community 
was different. Things began to 
happen when Jesus came. There 
was a certain man in the syna
gogue that day. He had been there 
before, time and time again. We 
read about him that he was pos
sessed-under the power-of "an 
unclean spirit." It seems strange 
that we should find him in the 
house of God, but seemingly he 
felt at home there-until Jesus 
came. He may have been onc of 
the ushers or a member of the 
"church board." He appears to be 
a leader in the house of God, for 
he speaks for the rest of them. He 
could stand a lot of religion- but 
not of Jesus. Jesus just didn't seem 
to fit into his religiOUS program. 
"Leave us alone," he cr ied out. 
Doesn't that have a modern ring 
to it? Every concerned soul win
ner has heard or felt that same 
spirit at times. Folks are in such 
deep religious slumber and do not 
like to be "disturbed." Jesus knew 
the real source of opposition. The 
showdown for a soul was on-and 
Jesus won. The unclean spirit was 
strong but Jesus was stronger. A 
religiOUS soul in bondage was set 
free. That is His program even to
day- to "release captives"-lo set 
at liberty those that are "bruised." 
May Jesus be permitted to enter 
our town, our church, our hearts 
and "release captives." 

-Karl G. Berg 
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Under the theme "Contending for 
the Faith" (Jude 3), the Annual 
Conference of the Association of 
Free Lutheran Congregations was 
held in Valley City, N. Dak., June 
10-14. Host congregation was First 
Lutheran Church, Rev. Fri tjof Mon
seth, pastor. All sessions were held 
in the city auditorium. 

The conference, the second one 
since the merger of the major part 
of the Lutheran Free Church and 
the American Lutheran Church, 
brought 337 delegates from 10 
states and 84 congregations for the 
bus iness sessions. Those registering 
for the conference were not 
necessarily from Association-con
nected churches, although approxi
matelv 80 congregations are 
considered part of the AFLC. Many 
others attended conference meet
ings and on Sunday about 450 per
sons attended the morning and 
afternoon services. 

Highlight of the conference 
was t he commissioning of two 
couples for mission service in the 
soon-to-be-established field in 
Brazil. The large crowd assembled 
heard Rev. Harold Schafer, DeKalb, 
Ill., chairman of the Board of Mis
sions, speak on the feeding of the 
five thousand. He described the 
hungering multitudes, the helpless 
hosts and the fai thful disciples. 
What w e have, he said, is nothing 
unless placed at His disposal. Rev. 
John P. Strand, president of the 
Association, conducted the commis
sioning of Rev. and Mrs. John 
Abel, Fargo, N. Dak., and Mr. and 
Mrs . Alvin Grothe, Badger, Minn., 
assisted by the members of the 
Board of Missions. An offering of 
$745.00 was given toward misSions, 
and was, surprisingly, t he same 
amount (except for cents) as re
ceived for the seminary in the 
morning. 

President Strand preached the 
sermon on Sunday morning on the 
epistle lesson for the day, Eph. 
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Held in Valley City 

2:1 - 9. He emphasized the living 
congregation, stating that it is 
made up of "living" people . This 
life is in Christ who has raised us 
up, he stated. Furthermore. Christ 
is the motive, joy and purpose of 
the living congregation . All that 
we need is in Him, the president 
declared. 

The convoked delegates heard 
and approved the plans for estab
lishing a theological seminary out
side of Minneapolis in September 
of this year. The impending pur
chase of the Hauge Inner Mission 
Federation building on Medicine 
Lake, west of Minneapolis, was an
nounced by the chairman of the 
Board of Administration, Rev. 
Julius Hermunslie, Spicer, Minn. 
He said that the structure will be 
the headquarters of the church, but 
will also house t he seminary. It is 
situated on a 21 -acre plot of land. 
The chairman of the Seminary 
Committee, Rev. Fritjof Monseth, 
announced that by conference time 
nine young men had indicated an 
interest in being in the first class 
at the school. (Application does not 
necessarily indicate acceptance.) 

As has been announced before, 
Dr. Uuras Saarnivaara of Finland 
will be one of the seminary teach
ers. Others are yet to be na~ed. 
The conference was advised that 
Rev. Strand will serve as dean of 
the school in addition to his duties 
as church president. He will move 
to Minneapolis from Tioga, N. 
Dak., in August. 

The assembled representatives 
recommended by a large majority a 
pension plan for the church's pas
tors and full-time lay workers. The 
plan must now be accepted by a 
sufficient number of congregations 
and pastors to go into effect. 
Participants in the plan may choose 
one of several combinations made 
up of life insurance, hospitalization 
insurance and retirement or accept 
the retirement feature alone. Con
gregations must pay two-thirds of 

the premium cost and may pay 
more if they choose. The remainder 
is to be paid by the pastor or lay
worker. 

In addition t o the decision to be
gin a mission work in Brazil this 
year, the conference accepted the 
free Lutheran Mission in Nogales, 
Ariz., as a home and world mis· 
sion field . Beginning on July 1, 
it will be given $200.00 per month. 
Rev. Law rence Dynneson is d irec
tor of this mission. 

A capital investment program 
was launched by the annual ses
sion to raise funds for the pur
chase of the Hauge building and 
a president's home and needed 
equ ipment and remodeling in the 
headquarters bu ilding. The goal of 
the ingathering will be $130,000.00. 
It is not yet known what the dura
ati on of the campaign wlll be nor 
how it is to be conducted. The 
Board of Administration will ap
point a committee to lead the in
gathering. 

The yearly meeting was told that 
Mr. Robert Bursheim, Winger, 
Minn., will be the new treasurer 
of the Association. He succeeds 
Mr. Wm. Svanoe of Minneapolis 
who has served in that capacity 
from the beginning. From this time 
all contributions to the Associa
tion's program should go to As
sociation of Free Lutheran Congre
gations, 3210 E. Medicine Lake 
Blvd., Minneapolis, Minn. Mr. Bur· 
sheim wiII also be custodian of the 
headquarters building. 

In still further developments, the 
Annual Conference approved the 
Board of Adm inistration's decision 
to appeal t he finding of Judge Gor
don L. McRae (name case) to the 
Minnesota Supreme Court, rec
ommended the re-publication of 
Ministerial Acts, urged the investi
gation of the possibilities of estab
lishing a Bible school in 1965, 
asked congregations to cooperate 
in the teachers' training program 
planned for this fall and suggested 
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that district s tewa rdship meeti ngs 
be held throughout the church this 
fall. 

A total budget of $87,093.62 was 
adopted by the conference. The 
congregations rece ive no alloca
t ions and the goals voted by the 
conference are reached only if the 
congregations choose to give this 
support. Decisions of the confer
ence are not binding on the local 
churches. 

The conference was preceded by 
the an nual meet ing of the Wom
en's Missionary Federation on 
Wednesday, Ju ne 10. Mrs. Ole K. 
Ose, Thief River Fail s, Minn., was 
re-elected presiden t of the organi· 
zation. The WMF adopted a new 
budget of $10.000.00 and gave an 
offering of $1645.00 (goal of 
$1500.00) to the John Abels and 
Alvin Grothes for outfitting ex
pense and shared a port ion also 
with the Lawrence Dynnesons of 
Nogales. 

CONFERENCE DECISIONS 

We begin today a summary of 
important decisions made by the 
Annual Conference of the Associa
tion of Free Lutheran Congrega
t ions. Not all can be mentioned 
here, bu t you may read of the 
remainder of them in the pr inted 
annual report wh ich will be avail
able in about two months. 

President's Message and 
Administration 

-recommended the two model 
constitu tions (write to the church 
secretary) and the Fundamental 
Principles as safeguards for free 
and livi ng congregations. 

- recommended the continued 
use of Order of Service No.2 for 
congregational worship (found in 
the Concord ia hymnal). 

- recommended the use and re
publication of the altar book, 
Ministerial Acts. 

- asked that a committee be ap
pointed to study the divorce ques
tion and report to the next annual 
conference. 

-approved the appeal of Judge 
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McRae's decision regarding the use 
of the name "Lutheran Free Church 
(not merged)" to the Minnesota 
Supreme Court for clarification. 

--approved the purchase of the 
Hauge Federation property on 
Medicine Lake for a headquarters 
and seminary building. 

--called for a special effort to 
improve the public image of the 
Association th rough the means at 
our disposal and to correct mi s
conceptions. 

-authorized the Board of Ad
ministration to appoint a comm it
tee to govern an appeal for capital 
funds in the amount of $130,000.00. 

--expressed consent fo r the 
methods by wh ich pastors are re
ceived into the clergy roster. 

- rejoiced that Pastor J ohn 
Strand has accepted the call to 
be dean of the semi nary, as well 
as church president. 

-rejoiced in the organizat ion of 
seven new congregations (one was 
a reorganization) during the past 

year and speCifically welcomed the 
Morgan Avenue Lutheran Church 
of Minneapoli s, Mi nn., Rev. Chester 
Heikkenen, pastor, into the As
sociation. 

Miss ions 

-approved the country of Brazi l 
as an official field for an AFLC 
mission operation. 

- recommended that Mr. and 
Mrs. Alvin Grothe and Pastor and 
Mrs. John Abel be commissioned 
as missionar ies. 

-recommended the goal of send· 
ing fo rth two new miss ionary fami
lies or single workers each year for 
the next three years. 

- accepted the Free Lutheran 
mission in Nogales, Ariz. , as a 
home and foreign field of the 
church and voted increased support 
of it ($200.00 per month in tota l.) 

- recommended that at least two 
young men be sent for summer 
work in the Nogales mission . 

(To be continued) 

NOW AVAIlABlE 
THESE BASIC BOOKS ON BI

BLE DOCTRINE FOR PASTORS, 
S. S. TEACHERS, HOME USE OR 
PRIVATE STUDY. 

Luther's Small Catechism Ex· 
plained ................... $1.00 

Bible History for Home and 
School . .. .. . . .... . .... . . . .75 

Workbook for J unior Confirma-
t ion Classes . . . . . . . . . . .75 

Workbook for Senior Confirma· 
t ion Classes ... ............ .75 

Postage and handling charges are: 
up to $2.50 - IO¢; to $5.00 - 25¢; to 
$7.50 - 40¢; to $10.00 - 55¢; over 
$10.00 - 75¢ 

Payment must accompany orders. 

Order from: 
The Association of Free Lutheran Congregations 

3210 E. Medici ne Lake Blvd. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 55427 
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I-year term I -yea r term 
CONFERENCE ELECTIONS Mr. Russell Ouncan 

Fargo. N. Oak. 
Rev. John P. Slrand 
Tioga, N. Oak. 

Vice-President- l year 
Rev. Fritjof Monseth 
VaHey City, N. Oak. 

Trustees, Pension Plan 
5·year term 

Nominating Committee, 1965 

Rev. Ernest J. Langness, McVlJIe, 
N. Oak. 

Secretary-l year 

Mr. Eldor Sorkness 
Sand Creek, Wis. Mr. Robert Broden , fe rtile, Minn . 

Mr. Oliver Landsverk, Fosston, 
Minn . 

Rev. Richard Sn ipstead 
Green bush, Minn. 

Board of Administration 
5·year term 

4-year term 
Mr. Stan ley Bloc k 
Spicer, Minn. 

3-ycnr term 

Rev. Trygve Dahle, Kalispell. Mont. 
Mr. John Swanson, Pukwana, S. 

Rev. Harry C. Molstre 
Winger, Minn. 

Mr. Albert Moen 
Grand Forks, N . Oak. 

Oak. 
Rev. Harold Schafer, DeKalb, Ill. 
Mr. Ralph Melby, Dalton, Minn . 
Mr. Even Ose, Thief River Falls, 

2-year term 
Rev. Jay G. Erickson 
Faith, S. Dak. 

2-yea r term 
Me Milton Have 
Minneapolis, Minn . 

Continued from last issue 
Seminary 

With gratitude to God we are assured that our 
seminary will open for classes on September 21, pre
ceded by a rally on Sunday, September 20, if pas· 
sible. No Bible school will be started at this time. 

Mission Program 

We rejoice that two missionary families will be 
sent out this faU. This is the beginning of what we 
hope will be a significant mission program. 

There are great mission opportunities in America 
also. We must strengthen the home base so that 
world outreach will be strengthened. The program of 
missions is, after all, one mission. 

Pastors' Supply 

We are in a critical pastoral shortage at this 
time in spite of the willingness of men of retirement 
age to continue to serve. Consecra ted laymen are 
helping to fill the gaps. We must continue to make 
use of such men, but we see something good in 
the desire of parishes to have ordained men. 

We are not justified in beginning new work un
til more of our vacant parishes are filled. Some par
ishes will soon be losing their pastors to other As
sociation responsibilities. too. We must pray that God 
will supply the pastors needed. Care must be exer
cised that those received are of the right spirit and 
motivation. 

Finances 

We must conduct ourselves as men of faith and 
wisdom. There are open doors before us, but we must 
not be tempted to try to do too much. Nevertheless, 
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the budget to be presented has been carefully gone 
over and is well within our means. 

Support thus fa r has been very good even though 
our stewardship program has been unorganized and 
weak. We praise God and thank Him and our people 
for their response in spite of shortcomings in mak
ing the needs known. 

The farm population faces an uncertain econo· 
mic future and since we are a rural church, we must 
make good use of every dollar. 

We have purchased a s ite for our seminary and 
headquarters near Minneapolis at a very reasonable 
figure. To equip this property, as well as pay for 
it, we contemplate a speCial financial program sep
arate from our operating budget. We beheve our 
people will respond to the needs of both current 
operating expense and capital investment. 

Public Image 

The average public has been getting a confused 
and very inaccurate image of the Association. We 
have done very little to correct misconceptions and 
to cooperate with the various news media. With 
added staff we hope to do something about this. 

There is some misunderstanding as to whether 
the "Declaration of Faith" shou ld be discussed at 
this conference. We should not make more of it 
than was intended. It seems adequate to do what 
it was intended to do. 

Thanksgiving 

The Association is grateful for the many fa ithful 
Board members and officers who have worked tire
lessly the past year. With the new facili t ies the work 
should be easier and better organized. Thank you 
for your patience. 

Again, our thanks to God for His faithfulness. 
Let us continue in prayer that the work God has 
given to us be done, because we abide in Him. 

Faithfully yours, 
John P. Strand 
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o SING UNTO THE LORD A NEW SONG 
The WATCHMEN QUARTET. 

made up of Roger Strom, Steve 
Hokanson, John Reith and Francis 
Monseth, are presenting t he Gos
pel in song this summer in many 
of our congregations in the Mid· 
west and on the West Coast. They 
began their summer itinerary on 
June 1 in the Faith Lutheran pa r
ish. Fa ith, S. Oak., following a 
commissioning service at First Lu
theran Church in Valley City, N. 
Oak., on Sunday. May 3 1. The 
WATCHMEN spent an entire week 
in the Faith parish, teaching Vaca
t ion Bible School during the day 
and singing each evening in var ious 
churches in the area, They were 
enthusias tically received by our 
people and the ir radiant testimony 
in song and spoken word left deep 
impressions. 

Following their week at Fait h, 
they were scheduled for appear
ances at Pukwana and Webster, 
S. Oak., before returning to Val
ley City where t hey participated in 
the Annual Conference of the 
Association of Free Lutheran 

Congrega t ions, held June 10-
14. They left immediately after 
the closing session of the con
fe rence for Spicer, Minn., where 
once again t hey were scheduled to 
teach Vaca tion Bible School dur
ing the day at the Green Lake 
Lutheran Church, Rev. Julius Her
munslie, pastor, and to s ing each 
evening in a rea churches. From 
Spicer, Minnesota, their it inerary 
covered severa l churches in south
ern Minnesota and central Iowa. 
During the last few days of June 
they visited congregations at Bata
via and DeKalb, Ill inois, as well 
as several points in W isconsin. 

Their itinerary for the rema inder 
of the summer is printed below. 
Let us support t hem with our 
prayers as they go from place to 
place bearing witness to the sav
ing grace of God in song and spo
ken word. We believe souls will 
be reached and won for Christ 
through the ir ministry this sum
mer. 

The Youth Board 
J . G. Erickson . Chairman 

ITINERARY 

July 3 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
Fa ith Free Lutheran Church 

July ~Moming 

Sand Creek, W is. 
Running Valley Lutheran Church 

July ~Evening 

Minneapolis , Minn. 
Morgan Avenue Lutheran Church 

July 6 
Stacy, Mi nn. 
Sunnyside Communi ty Church 

July 7- Evening 
Elbow Lake, Minn . 
Grace Evangelical Free Church 

July 8 
Doran, Minn . 
Stiklestad Lutheran Church 

July 9 
Fergus Falls, Minn. 
Bethe l Lutheran Bre thren Church 

July 10 
Pelican Rapids, Minn. 
Bethel Lutheran Church 

July 11 
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Youth Picnic 
Dalton, Minn . 

July 12-Morning and Evening 
Dalton, Minn. 
Dalton Lutheran Parish 

July 13 
Wyndmere, N. Dak. 
United Free Lutheran Church 

July 14 
Fargo, N. Oak. 
S1. Paul 's Free Lutheran Church 

July 15 
Perley, Minn. 
Landstad Lutheran Church 

July 16 
Winger. Minn. 
Dovre Lutheran Church 

July 17 
Maple Bay, Minn . 
Maple Bay Lutheran Church 

July Ig.......Moming and Evening 
McIntosh, Minn. 
McIntosh Free Lutheran Church 

July 20 
McIntosh, Minn. 

McI ntosh Free Lutheran Parish 
July 21 

Thief River Fall s, Minn. 
Our Savior's Lutheran Church 

July 22 
Newfolden, Minn. 
High School Auditorium 

July .23 
Clearbrook, Minn. 
Lutheran Brethren Church 

July 24 
Greenbush, Minn. 
Greenbush Lutheran Parish 

July 26--Morning and Evening 
Roseau , Minn. 
Roseau Lutheran Parish 

July 27 
Greenbush, Minn. 
Greenbush Lutheran Pari sh 

July 28-30 
Shevlin, Minn. 
Shevlin Lutheran Par ish 

July 31 
McIn tosh, Mi nn. 
Mcintosh Free l uthe ran Church 

Aug. I 
Portland, N. Oak. 
Youth Fellowship Picnic 

Aug. 2 
Zoar Lutheran Church. Hatton 
Ny Stavanger Lutheran Church, 

Buxton 
Trini ty Free l uthe ran Church. 

Grand Forks, N. Oak. 
Aug. 3 

Walhalla , N. Dak. 
Aspelund Lutheran Church 

Aug. 4 
Hampden, N. Oak. 
Zoar Lutheran Church 

Aug. 5 
McVille, N. Dak. 
New luther Valley Lutheran 

Church 
Aug. 6 

Binford, N. Oak. 
Bethany Lutheran Church 

Aug. 7 
Vall ey City, N. Dak. 
Nazarene Church 

Aug. 8 
Galesburg, N. Dak. 
Free Lutheran Church 

Aug. 9-Momlng and Evening 
Va lley City. N. Oak. 
First and Zion Lutheran 

Churches 
[Continued on page f f1 
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ADVENTURING IN FAITH 

Perhaps only now that we are home again from 
Valley City do we realize the significance of what ,. 
we heard and what we did at the Annual Conference. 
For it is not often that a small group such as ours 
hears that a seminary is to be established, votes to 
begin a mission work in another country, and takes 
under its wing a mission on the Mexican border. 

We are at least making plans to do the things a 
church must do if it is to perpetuate itse lf. If it please 
God and if our people respond, the work shall be done. 
There a re many reasons to be encouraged as we 
stand on this side of the Annual Conference of 1964. 

But ta lk is cheap, and we must put flesh and blood 
into our decisions, as our president, Rev. Strand, said. 
We have talked big at Valley City, and our efforts 
must be more than half-hearted if we are to reach 
the goa ls we have set. 

Yes, we mean fi nancial goals, for one thing. No 
matter how the capital investment program is planned, 
we will need to do the best that we have ever done. 

A second means of accomplish ing ou r tasks is the 
practice of much prayer. Prayer is bending our will 
to His will. If our work is in His Will , He will make 
us will ing to do our part to accomplish it. 

That brings us to this: We must work. There is 
work to do. There is work for you to do if it is your 
prayer that the kingdom of God come. 

Ours is a faith venture. Other churches can claim 
that for their programs, too, but especially this is 
true when people stan out with so little. The doors 
have opened, and we are entering s tep by s tep. May 
we press forward as workmen who need not be 
ashamed. 

A GOOD CONFERENCE 

The Annual Conference of 1964 will go down in 
history as a good, progressive assembly. It was a work
ing convention, accomplishing a great deal and oc
cupying about 18 hours of business sessions including 
the devotional periods. It was a historic conference, 
dispatchi ng matters necessary to a new, yet old, work. 

Convention hall facilities in Valley City were of 
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the very best. Many remarked about t his. The audi
torium provided ample s pace for seating, for registra
tion, for display, for moving about, for office work, 
for serving and eating meals. All the details that fall 
upon host congregations to such an event were carried 
out in an admi rable way by First and Zion Lutheran 
Churches and their pastor and hi s wife, Rev. and Mrs. 
Fritjof Monseth. 

We enjoyed our stay in VaHey City. We were well 
received by the city and appreciated their acceptance 
of us, from the greetings of the mayor and the presi
dent of the ministerial association on Wednesday 
nigh t to the courtesies shown us in the various business 
places patronized. Our own particular area of responsi
bility brought us into contact w ith the city's news
paper, the Times-Record. We received the finest 
cooperation from them. 

Conference time is fellowship time. It is pleasant 
to meet old friends, recognized from conferences over 
the years, and to make new acquaintances. The widen
ing of t he fellowship was evident this year in having 
people present from Arizona and Oregon. But we do 
miss having so little contact wi th our neighbor to 
the north, Canada. It was of personal interest to fi nd 
out that we know the s ister of Rev. Lawrence Oyn
neson of Nogales, Ariz., Mrs. (Rev.) Ejvind Nielsen 
of Willow City, N. Oak. We look forward to the 
time when the Oynnesons can travel t hroughout our 
church. 

Some fine messages were preached at the con
ference . Edifying special music was provided. Worship 
through offerin~ met a good response. There were 
opportunities each day for prayer fellowship and, 
at the laymen's service, for tes timonies. 

All in all, it was a good confe rence. 

CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHT 

There is no doubt in our mind that the high point 
in the Annual Conference was the commissioning of 
the two prospective missionary couples, the Abels and 
the Grothes. This was, indeed, a fitting climax to 
the conference. 

An air of expectancy preva iled as we awaited 
the service. Our congregations have a history of mis
s ion interest, and we have known that we could 
not be what we ought without a mission work of 
our own. We are not unaware of the Nogales mission, 
but we are thinking now of something which we begin 
ourse lves. 

We consecrated two couples, two families, as our 
first representatives in Brazil. One, the Abels, have 
had considerable experience in Brazil before, and 
this is a great advantage for us. The other, the Grothes, 
have more recently been called from another occupa
tion, farming, to the task of evangelizing in another 
land. The consecration of the Grothes was of special 
interest to your editor because Alvin Grothe's parents 

[Contillued on page 1/) 
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WORLD 
MISSIONS 

THE FIELDS ARE W H I TE U N T 0 H A R V EST 

A JOURNEY FOR JESUS 
(On Brazil's Frontier) 

by J. H. Abel 

Part l1-"Making New Friends" 

It was a busy afternoon for 
Lourdes and Maria and their 
brother, Manoel. They worked as 
hard as their mother and father 
and grandma, dona Pedrin a. Like 
other famili es moving into the 
frontier. they knew that only what 
they did for themselves would get 
done. Now it was soon r ice and 
bean planting time and they must 
work very hard to have enough 
clean land on which to plant. Only 
as they planted would they have 
food to eat when the dry season 
came a round. 

Well, perhaps a ll the frontier 
mothers and fathers thought much 
about the clearing, planting and 
building to be done, but the chil
dren thought about other things 
also. How they loved to run back 
into the jungle looking for wild 
honey bees' nests in some tall 
tree! They would cut down these 
trees and smoke out the bees and 
have a real feast as they filled up 
pails full of sweet, delicious honey. 
This was about the only sweets 
one could get on a frontier farm, 
and to these children it was as 
good as candy. Then there were 
butterflies to catch, li za rds to kill 
and bring home to be cooked. 
Why, they tasted just li ke chicken 
a fter mother cooked them! But 
right now little Lourdes who was 
eight, and Maria w ho was 10, and 
strong Manoel who was a lmost 12. 
weren't t hinking abou t bees or 
butterflies or lizards or anything 
else, except getting to the "fazen
da" tonight for the "culto" meeting 
which that man who called himself 
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a "pastor" had told them about 
that morning. 

"Mamae," Maria said, "we have 
worked hard and we have the pa lm 
tree leaves all laid ou t on top of 
our little shelter for tonight, and 
it is not going to rain, and our 
beds are ready on the ground. And, 
Mamae, we like to sing and hear 
music. And, Mamae, will Papai 
take us over to the big fazenda 
tonight?" Her mother nodded and 
said, "You have been very good 
chi ldren today, and very helpful. 
We shall ask Papai after he has 
had a good supper." 

Soon the supper of sa lt pork, 
beans and rice, with some home
made bread, had been eagerly de· 
voured and it was fat he r himsel f 
who spoke up and said, "Mamae, 
I heard the children tal king sev
e ral t imes today about the cu h o, 
and then Maria begging you about 
supper time. r have been thinking 
that maybe it would be good to 
go and meet some of our neigh
bors at the fazenda tonight. After 
aU, it is time for us to make new 
friends ." "Born , Bam," (goodie, 
goodie) shouted the children. "We 
shall go, we shall sing, what fun!" 

Before long senhor Garcia's 
truck came chugging slowly into 
the large open yard near the saw 
mi ll on the farenda. Several other 
trucks were parked here and there 
and already the people were seated 
under a large roof. The building 
being used for the meeting had no 
walls. It was just a large roof 
standing on trees that had been 
cut into rough pillars. Under t his 
large shelter, logs were &awed dur
ing the day and now it was a per
fect place to meet at night. lan· 
terns were hung here and there to 
give at least a little light so one 
could see where to sit on the many 

planks that had been laid out as 
benches for the meeting. 

Th is was the first mee ting that 
the Garcia fami ly had ever at
tended where they sang songs 
about Jesus and read from the 
book of God ca l.led the Bible. You 
see, back where t hey had lived 
before. it seemed the people were 
afraid of meetings like this. But 
now they were out on the frontier. 
a new land, new fr iends. People 
didn 't seem to be afraid of any
thing here, and they wanted to hear 
and learn about everything they 
could. 

The sing ing was good. They sang 
a song ca lled: "Quao bomdoso 
amigo e Cristo" (What A Friend 
We Have in Jesus"). This was the 
one the children seemed to like 
best, but there were many others 
also. After the meeting the people 
began to shake hands with each 
olher and give their names and 
where they lived. Papai Garcia 
found out who many of his neigh
bors were, and t he chi ldren-well . 
it didn 't take t hem long to get 
acquai nted, especia lly when some· 
one had them form a big ci rcle 
and play a game. 

Off in a far corner Manoel, who 
a lways liked to wander around and 
investigate eve rything, saw the 
pastor talking to his father as they 
sat under a kerosene lamp. As he 
drew closer he saw that the pas
tor had his book open and was 
reading something to his father. 
He drew closer in the darkness and 
li stened. "You see then, senhor 
Garcia, God has given us many 
precious prom ises, and the Bible 
tells us that if we believe His 
Word, it is able to save our souls. 
Some day soon I shall stop by your 
little farm and we shall again look 
at the promi ses God has given us. 
I'm sure He will help you to be

lieve and receive Jesus as your 
personal Savior." "Thank you, 
senhor Pastor, for a ll the good 
news you have shown me in God's 
book tonight. I and my family are 
anxious to hear more. We really 
want to do what God says and we 
need His bleSSing for our new life." 

-John H. Abel 

The Lutheran Ambassador 



EDITORIAL 

[Continlll'd lrom /lage 7 ] 

belonged to his father's first pa rish and he has known 
the family name since childhood. 

God be with these fri ends as they go out in 
September or October. The conference recommended 
(hat our church have the goal of sending two new 
missionary families or single workers each year for 
the next three years. 

Brazil is the door the Lord is open ing for us now 
as our fi rst definite ly world mi ssion fie ld. If we honor 
this opportunity, perhaps He wi ll honor us with other 
possibilities in fu ture days. 

WHAT MIGHT BE IMPROVED 

Nothing is perfect in this world, and we try to 
be honest in looking at faults as well as good points. 
We want to spend a little time in discussing what 
migh t be improved regarding our conferences. 

We must seek to search out more capable laymen 
for positions on committees and boards of the church. 
(We mean "more" in numbers.) Some names pop 
up again and again among the committees of the 
church and convention. Sure ly these are capable 
people , but we must seek to fi nd new talents and 
share responsibilities among more and more people. 

Anyone who has served on a convent ion nominat· 
ing committee knows that it isn't an easy task to come 
up with new names. But we are confident that some 
valuable people are being overlooked unintentionally, 
and we must find ways to put them to use and work. 

Tied in with the above is the need to impress on 
all who a re chosen for committee or board work that 
they seek to discharge their responsibility in and 

ITINERARY Aug. 23-Morning 
Everett, Wash. 

for the task given them. It is too bad when a place 
stands empty when one has been honored for it. We 
are in this work together. Let us all serve in our 
place if there is anything we can possibly do about 
it. 

Some congregations are not taking pains to be 
reJ:resented at conference. Some habitually are in 
this category. We will confess that we thought that 
congregations which stayed out of merger or came 
out of it would exhibit a greater degree of loyalty 
to the conference of the Association than others 
might do to theirs. Now we aren' t so sure. All we 
can say is what we said before: it does something 
for " life toge ther" when units of a fellowship care 
entlugh to be represented a t the annual meeting of 
tha t fe llowship. Whatever we can do to remedy this 
situation will be all to the good. 

Participation by more delegates in the business 
discussions would be good. A spirit of unity is fine, 
but tha t there is full and free discussion of a topic 
does not mean that there is lack of real unity. We 
fear that sometimes opinions are left unexpressed 
when they should come forth . Much time is spent 
on grammatical phras ing when a discussion of issues 
might be to better advantage. 

Finally, the spirit of negativism showed itself 
in conference, not a great dea l, but some. It may 
be impossible to eliminate t his altogether, but we 
ought to try. We aren't denying the value of the 
"positive 'no.''' We believe in that. We would warn 
against giving the impression that we alone have 
the t ruth and can be trusted with it. 

It was a fine conference. We rejoice in all the 
good things, in all the blessings received. We have 
a goodly heritage and fellowship. It ought not damage 
our working together by hearing a little seU·criticism. 

Aug. 26 
Ferndale, Wash. rConlifllled from page 6] 

Aug. 1()-14 
Alexandria, Minn. 

Calvary Lutheran Church 
Aug. 23-Evening 

First Lutheran Church 
Aug. 28 

Association Family Bible Camp 
Aug. IS-Morning and Evening 

Tioga, N. Oak. 

Seattle, Wash. 
Bethel Lutheran Church 

Siverton, Ore. 
Aug. 3D-Morning and Evening 

Kalispell, Mont. 

Tioga Lutheran Parish 
Aug. 17 

Will iston. N. Oak. 
Aug. 18 

Brockton, Mont. 

As the Lord lays it upon 
your heart to share in our 
work, we invite you to send 
your contributions to 

Stillwater Lutheran Church 
Sept. 4--7 

Labor Day Weekend Retreat 

"For my people have committed Zion Lutheran Church 
Aug. 19 

Malta, Mont. 
Lutheran Brethren Church 

AUg. 20 
Kalis pell, Mont. 
Stillwa te r Lutheran Church 

Aug. 21 
Spokane, Wash. 

June 30, 1964 

Association of 
Free Lutheran Congregations 
Mr. Robert Burshe im , Treas. 
3210 East Medicine Lake 

Blvd. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

God loves a cheerful giver. 

two evils: 
They have forsaken me, 

the fountain of living waters, 
and hewed out cisterns for them· 

selves, 
broken cis terns, 
tha t can hold no water" (Jer. 

2: 13) . 
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Vitas of Our Missionary Candidates 

Alvin Grothe 

Alvin Grothe, the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Adolph Grothe, was born and 
raised at Badger, Minnesota. He 
grew up in a Christian home of 
f ive children on a farm near Bad
ger. He also graduated from the 
Badger High School. 

Shortly after graduation he en
tered the service and spent one 
year in Korea, which played an 
important part in his calling to 
a mission field. 

Upon returning home he bought 
a farm at Badger and also become 
employed as a carpenter. 

The turning point in his life 
came when he was brought back 
into fellowship with Jesus Christ 
at an evangelistic meeting at his 
home church. 

He was united in marriage to 
Frances Tauer in 1952. 

Through the work of the Holy 
Spirit, a nd t he Word, a nd cir
cumstances, God called him to ap
ply as a miss ion ca ndidate in the 
Association of Free Lutheran Con
gregations. 

Frances Tauer Grothe 

Frances Tauer Grothe was born 
in Badger, Minnesota. to Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Tauer. Her childhood was 
spent on a fa rm a few miles from 
Badger. She attended Badger Con
solidated School and also gradu
ated from high school there. In 
1952, she married Mr. Alvin Grothe 
and to them five children have 
been born : 

Terry II years 
James 9 years 
Susan 6 years 
Kathryn 5 yea rs 
Kelly 2 yea rs 
Three yea rs ago she felt the 

need of a Sav ior. and accepted 
Jesus as her own , but it wasn't 
unti l two yea rs ago that she fel t 
the cal! of God to do full-time 
work for Him, Two verses from 

Page Twelve 

Psalm 96 were given to her. 
"Declare his glory among the 

heathen, his wonders among all 
the people; say among the heat hen 
tha t the Lord reigneth." 

She attended the Lutheran Breth
ren School at Fergus Falls, Mi nn., 
the past year in preparation for the 
mission field. 

John and Ruby Abel 

"Thanks be unto God, which a l
ways causeth us to triumph in 
Christ and maketh manifest the 
savour of his knowledge by us in 
every place" (II Cor. 2:1 4). 

Pastor Abel was born in Min· 
neapolis, Minnesota, but while he 
was just a young child of four 
years of age his father passed 
away and shortly thereafter his 
mother re turned to northern Min
nesota with her children to her 
paren ts' home. John Abel grew up 
in the Red River Valley in the 
town of Stephen , Minn., and gradu
ated from high school there in 
1943. 

After high school he was em· 
ployed for several months before 
entering the armed services during 
World War II. His employment 
with Northwest Airli nes led him 
to work in the Yukon Territory of 
Canada and it was in the city of 
Whitehorse, Yukon, where God 
spoke to him through the Word and 
brought him into an experience of 
conversi on. 

In December of 1943, John Abel 
entered the U. S. Navy and there
afte r saw service in various South 
Sea Is lands, the Philippines, Okina
wa and Japan. Dur ing these years 
he sensed that God would have him 
prepare to be a foreign missionary. 
After the war, in 1946, he re
turned to enroll a t Concordia Col
lege and in 1949 received his B.A. 
degree from th is institut ion. During 
one summer vacation period in hi s 
college years he and two fr iends 
took a trip through Mexico, Cen-

tral America and Colombia observ· 
ing missi on work and visiting mis· 
sionaries. This led to his convict ion 
that God was directing him toward 
the continent of South America, 
yet the country of service was not 
known. After graduating from col~ 
lege he married a student whom he 
had met while at Concordia, Miss 
Ruby Hitterdal of Hi tterdal, Minn. 
Together they entered upon prep
aration for the ministry, Ruby 
studying at t he Lut heran Bible in
s ti tute in Minneapoli s, Minn., while 
John s tudied at Luther Seminary, 
St. Paul, Minn. 

Ruby Hitte rdal Abel was born 
in Hitterdal, Minn. She graduated 
from high school there. It was duro 
ing her years at home that she 
came to the assurance of salva· 
tion in Christ. She attended Con
cordia College fo r one year. 

In 1952 upon graduat ion from 
seminary John and Ruby applied 
as missionary candidates to the 
World Mission Prayer League for 
the opening of a new Lutheran mis
sion fi e ld in Brazil. They were ac· 
cepted for this ca ll and went to the 
fie ld for the first time in January 
of 1953. Wh ile home on fur-
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SOUTH DAKOTA DISTRICT 
WMF HELD RALLY IN MAY 

The South Dakota District Wom
en's Missionary Federation Spring 
Rally was held at the Tabor Lu· 
theran Church of Webster, S. Dak., 
on Friday. May 29, with sessions 
at 3:00 and 7:30 p.m. Five congre
gations of the distric t were repre
sented. The theme for the day was 
Matthew 28:19. 

The afternoon session opened 
with a singspiration led by Mrs. 
Bob Jensen of Faith, followed by 
devotions by Mrs. Clarence Storley 
of Roslyn. Miss Ginger Samuelson 
of Faith furnished the special mus· 
ic and a reading was given by 
Mrs. Agnes Rice of Sisseton. 

The WMF projects and the bud· 
get were presented by Mrs. Sher· 
man McCarlson of Webster, and a 
short business meet ing was held 

lough in 1958 this field was trans
ferred to the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church and they retu rned under 
th is church for a second term. In 
1962 they returned again on fur
lough and he was led to resign 
from the mission and accept a call 
shortly thereafter to be Missions 
Director under the newly formed 
Association of Free Lutheran Con
gregations. Pastor Abel now re
tu rns as a missionary of the As
sociation to help begin the new 
field in Brazil. Pastor and Mrs. 
Abel have seven children, aU of 
whom will be returning with them 
to Brazil. The parents of Pastor 
Abel live in Bemidji, Minn., and 
Mrs. Abel has her parents, Mr. 
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with Mrs. Ervin Tvinnereim, Web
ster, presiding. Plans were made to 
have another meeting in the fa ll, 
but to dispen se with the spring 
rallies on a district basis and have 
parish ones instead. Mrs . Ingvald 
Storley of Roslyn was elected 
Crad le Roll Secretary. 

Rev. Obert Landsverk of the 
Santal Mission in India was the 
guest speaker and gave an inter· 
esting talk on the organization and 
work of the mission. He stressed 
the needs of the Indian people both 
spir itually and physica lly and urged 
our prayer support for this un· 
evangelized country. Rev. Jay 
Erickson of Faith closed the after
noon session with prayer. 

Offerings were received at both 
sessions and Mrs. Jay Erickson of 
Faith and Mrs. Arnold Tvinnereim 
of Andover were accompanists. The 

and Mrs. E. B. Hitterdal, living 
in Hitterdal, Minn. They, together 
with their fam ily, rejoice in the 
fe llowship of our Free Lutheran 
Congregations. They write, "We 
wi ll miss dearly the many friends, 
both lay and pastors, with whom 
we have become so well acquainted 
during the past year and a half. 
However, at the request of the 
Board, and sensing a s trong call 
from God, we look forward with 
great anticipation to going out to 
help establish a new foreign mis
sion fie ld for our Association of 
Free Lutheran Congregations. We 
have one great and continuous re
quest: 'Brethren, pray for us.''' 

Tabor Ladies Aid served supper 
and lunches to those in attendance. 

The evening session opened with 
a singspiration led by Mrs. Donald 
Tvinnereim of Webster, followed 
with devotions by Mrs. Magnus 
Iverson of Sisseton. Special music 
was furnished by Mrs. Bob Jensen 
of Faith, Jul ie and Jane McCarlson 
of Webster and the Tabor Lutheran 
choir. Mrs. Ingvald Storley gave a 
reading. 

Rev. Landsverk spoke briefly 
and showed a film of life on 
the Santal field ent itled "Decisive 
Jou rney." The evening closed with 
the singing of our theme song, 
"Christ for the World We Sing" 
and remarks by Rev. R. Huglen of 
Roslyn. 

We trust that this was a day of 
blessi ng and inspira tion to a ll in 
attendance and that all will carry 
out the theme of the day both in 
our local churches and abroad. "Go 
ye therefore and teach all nations. 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost" (Matt. 28: 19). 

Mrs. Sheman McCarlson 
Secretary 

THIRST SATISFIED 

Every human soul is thirsty and 
hungry. Even in the darkest hea
then nation, men and women are 
pa rched, empty, thirsty, for some
thing which eludes them. Did Jesus 
know that the woman of Samaria 
was thirsty? Of course, He did! 
He knew all about her longings
He knew her desperate needs, too. 
He knew that her life was not sat
isfying her, her friends were not 
satis fying her-her heart only grew 
more arid. How many souls in our 
American homes and churches are 
thirsty, parched, hard and dry! 
How Jesus must be longing even 
now to go through Samaria! 

In all mission work the sad 
thing is to know that souls do 
not realize they are thirsty. Not 
until they meet Jesus do they be
gin to see their need. Jesus said, 
"If any man thirst let him come 
unto me and drink." If anyone 
hungers for salvation, let him come 
unto Jesus and be filled; if anyone 
longs for forg iveness. Jesus is the 
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door to the heart of God. All the 
desires, longi ngs, thirsts, appetites, 
yearnings of the human heart can 
be sat isfied only by Jesus. 

The fourth Beatitude, however, 
has to do with another thi rst- a 
thi rst for righteousness. Jesus 
says, "Blessed are they which hun
ger and thirst after righteousness, 
for they shall be filled." The fact 
that Jesus calls them blessed sug
gests that He is speaking here of 
children of God, born-again be
lievers. And, of course, an unsaved 
person would hardly be thirsting 
for righteousness. Thirsting for 

2nd Annual 
Family 

Bible Camp 

Lake Geneva 
Bible Camp 

Alexandria, Minn. 

salvation, yes, for forgiveness, for 
peace, but not for righteousness. 
Jesus gives a thirst for righteous
ness-Jesus who is righteousness 
and holiness implants in the be
liever a desire to be ri ghteous as 
He is righteous. In Isaiah 64:6, God 
declares: " . .. but we are all as 
an unclean thing, our righteous
nesses are as filthy rags." It is on
ly as we allow the Word of God 
to become as a mirror and refl ect 
our true image of filt hiness and 
uncleanness and helplessness that 
we even begin to thirst after r ight
eousness. The unsaved person has 

'. J. 

no desire for righteousness be
cause he does not see his gui lt and 
sinfulness; bu t when the glorious 
illuminating light of God's Word 
in His Son is pennitted to pene
trate the far recesses of the soul , 
then that soul longs to be perfectly 
whole and righteous. 

What an amazi ng thing it is that 
the righteousness of Jesus Christ 
our Lord, the Son of the living God, 
is given to one who believes in 
Him and trus ts Him for salvation! 
Isn't it glorious to think that al
though in me, in my flesh, dwelleth 
no good thing, yet the Spirit of 

August 10-16 

Planned activities for the whole family 

Spiritua l Growth 5 Ive r O lson 

B;bl. Study p 
Harold Schafe r 

Ch ri stian Fe llowship E 
A Clair Jennings 

Inspirational Preaching 
K Harry Moistre 

Recreation 
E Hans Tollefson Music R 

Praye r 5 Jo hn Strand 

PRE·CAMP REGISTRATION 
Registrar, Association Camp 

7013 Lee Valley Circle 
Minneapolis, Minn. 55424 

Camp beoIns'" M ....... A_ 10 
Camp closet SUDday eventna. August II 

Mr. Mrs. Miss _____ ~ ________ Age __ 

Addreso ________ City ___ State __ _ 

If family, give children's names 

___________ Age __ 

_ _ ________ _ Age __ 

~~ _ _ ~ _ ____ _ Age _ _ ,. ___________ Age __ 

Registration fee per family 

Registration fee per person 

Cost per week: 

$ 2.00 

1.00 

Adult .... _. . . . . . . . . • . . . . $15.00 

Teenager .... . . _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00 

Child (2-12 years) . .......... _ . 5.00 

(Under 2 years no charge) 

Special family rate . ...... . 60.00 



CHURCH-WORLD NEWS 
SWEDISH BISHOPS DENY SOFf 
STAND ON PREMARITAL SEX 

STOCKHOLM (LWF)- Bishops 
of the Church of Sweden have re
pudiated recent press reports that 
they were considering a softening 
of their earlier condemnation of 
premarital sexual relations as a sin. 

One of their number stressed 
that the April meeting of the Lu
theran Bishops' Conference had 
stated, to the contrary, that it 
"naturally stood firm on Christian 
principles as set forth in such 
statements as the bishops' letter 
of 1951." 

The same spokesman, Bishop 
So Giertz of Gothenburg, added 
that Bishop Helge L jungberg of 
Stockholm had denied a report that 
quoted him as anticipating a re
vised, less harsh pronouncement on 
the subject. 

A press dispatch widely repro
duced abroad said the bishops in 
late April had decided to set up 
a special commission to revi ew 

the most-high God is willing to 
make me His temple and clothe 
me in t he wondrous righteousness 
and purity of His beloved Son? 
When I thi nk of these truths, and 
meditate on them, I truly th irst 
aft er His righteousness! I thirst and 
hunger that that righteousness 
might be eminently manifest in my 
life! I long to be like Jesus; to be 
dead to myself and alive unto God. 
And I praise Him who has given 
me the garments of His own right
eousness and the desire to know 
Him more perfectly! "Bless the 
Lord, 0 my soul, and all that is 
with in me, bless his holy name!" 

-Esther Farrier 
Reprinted from Blessed Are Ye 

ALL THINGS GOOD 

It is good to be weary, for then 
we seek rest, 

And we find it at last as we lean 
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their 1951 statement that categori
cally labeled as sinful alJ sex re
lations outs ide marriage. 

It also said that Bishop Ljung
berg had predicted that this w ould 
lead to the issuance of a new state
ment with softer language, since 
the problem was "not only to say 
what was right and wrong but to 
help young people to live according 
to Christian rules." 

Bishop Ciertz said the bishops 
took no such action but rather de
cided to await a report from a com 
mittee of the Central Swedish 
Church Board (Diakonistyrelse) 
which several years ago began a 
study of the subject. 

He said "very much opposition" 
had been aroused in t he Church 
against the recent assertions on 
premarital sexual relations made 
by Chief Editor Carl Custaf 
Boethius of the central board's il 
lustrated weekly Var Kyrka (Our 
Church). 

Mr. Boethius publicly urged the 
church to condone sexual relations 

on His breast. 
It is well to be lonely, for thus we 

may prove 
That this Savior can fill every 

void with His love. 

It is good to be weak so t hat thus 
we may turn 

To the Strong One for help, and 
His mightiness learn. 

It is well if we find that the desert 
is drear, 

It is thus we are taught that our 
home is not here. 

It is good when our burdens are 
heavy to bear, 

If they send us to Him and they 
drive us to prayer; 

Every need is a boon, every sor
row is blest, 

When it leads us to put His great 
love to the test. 

-Anonymous 

before marriage by couples who in
tend to be united and fa ithful t o 
each other, arguing that it was 
"pointless" to be out of step with 
"reality." 

BISHOP SIMOJOKI NOMINATED 
AS NEXT FINNISH PRIMATE 

rURKU, Finland (LWF)-Elec
tors of the Archdiocese of Turku 
gave a decisive vote to the Bishop 
of Helsinki, Dr. Martti Simojoki, 
to be the ir next Archbishop and 
thus the Primate of Finland's na
tional Lutheran Church. 

Bishop Simojoki, who is first 
vice-president of the Lutheran 
World Federation and chairman of 
the federation's Finnish National 
Committee, has been spiritual head 
of the Diocese of Helsinki ever 
since it was constituted in 1959 
by dividing the Diocese of Tam
pere. 

Having obtained 270 votes, his 
name heads the three-man slate 
submitted to the President of the 
Republic, Dr. Urho Kekkonen, who 
is to choose one of the three to 
succeed Archbishop Ilmari Salo
mies. The latter plans to retire on 
Sept. 1 at t he age of 71. 

Two other bishops were run
ners-up in the election on May 28 
for the 51st Occupant of the see 
of Turku. Second place on t he 
slate w ent to Bishop Eero Lehtinen 
of Lapua with 131 votes, and third 
to Bishop Olavi Kares of Kuopio 
with 103. 

Although the President usually 
appoints t he man who received the 
most votes in t he diocesan elec
tion, he is free to name either of 
the next two candidates. 

Bishop Simojoki was chairman 
of the Finnish Committee on Ar
rangements for the LWF' s Helsinki 
Assembly last year, a nd has been 
serving as chairman of the Fin
nish Lutheran Bishops' Conference. 

Before becoming the first Lu
theran Bishop of Helsinki, he was 
the spiritual head of the Diocese 
of MikkeJi, succeeding Bishop Sal-
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omies in that see when the latter 
was named Archbishop in 1951. 

Born on Sept. 17, 1908, in Uusi
kaupunki, MarUi Simojoki earned 
degrees of bachelor of divinity, 
master of arts and doctor of the
ology from the University of Hel
sinki. He was assistant to the 
professor of practical theology in 
the university from 1943 to 1950. 

RETREATS? 

During Easter vacation our area 
Free Lutheran churches held a re
treat for high school seniors and 
college students at Battle Lake, 
Minnesota. We spent almost three 
days worshipping, studying, work
ing and playing together. They 
were God's days and as a result 
of much working of the Spirit, 
we saw real victories for Him in 
lives. At least six young people 
accepted Christ as their personal 
Savior. Many Christians, dissat is
fied with their unproductive spir
itual lives, were led to a desire 
for more power for themselves and 
with unsaved people. 

Was this retreat successful? I 
emphatically say "Yes!" What 
makes a retreat successful? I must 
say that, of the many retreats I 
have gone to in my high school 
and college years, this one stands 
far above the others. Was it be
cause this one was sponsored by 
the AFLC? No, we have no "cor
ner" on God. 

The retreat was a success be<~ 
cause these days were God's days. 
It was a success because there 
were young people and pastors 
who left themselves completely 
open for God. It was a success be
cause of constant prayer on the 
part of many Christians. 

A ret reat in itself is nothing. Un
less used by God, the days are 
unprofitably spent playing church 
and having a good time. But when 
those days are given to God and 
He is allowed to work His work in 
the lives there, then and only then 
will we see God bless our retreats 
for himself. And then we will be 
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able to expect young people to be 
saved and find out what the Chris
tian life is all about as God him
self speaks to them. 

The retreat, just as the church 
service or anything else, unless 
filled with himself is counterfeit 
and it is playing around with God. 
The retreat can be dangerous with
out Him; not just because it be
comes a time of fun only, but be
cause the spiritual time is leading 
the young people away from God 
if it is not leading them to Him. 
We can shut out God's blessing 
simply by telling Him that we can 
handle the retreat because of com
petent dorm counselors and elo
quent speakers, because we have 
had experience with retreats be
fore and know pretty much what 
to expect. 

When Christians in faith begin 
to pray for the retreat and tell 
God it's His to do with as He 
pleases and claim His promises for 
those days, God will begin to work. 
He must because He must remain 
true to himself; but better than 
this, He will answer prayer be
cause He is a loving God who wills 
that all men be saved and come 
to the knowledge of the truth. 

These same things hold true for 
the Bible camn, the Sunday school, 
the youth group, the individual 
life: as God himself is given com
plete control of the situation; as 
Christians come to Him in fa ith 
and sincerity asking that He use 
them; as He is allowed to give 
them all that He wants to give 
them of himself no matter what 
the cost; as Christians claim the 
promises He has given us (and 
they are there for that purpose) 

THEN we will see young peo
ple and adults come to know the 
meaning of the verse "If we walk 
in the light as He is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with an
other, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanses us from all sin." 

Seeing, then, the possibilities of 
a retreat used completely for Je
sus Christ, can we settle for any
thing less? 

See you at Bible camp. 
Miss Pat Jacobson 
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Resolution 
That, the Executive Committee 

of the Steering Committee of Lu
theran Laymen is asking by resolu
t ion for financial support of mem
ber congregations of the Free 
Lutheran Association for the Court 
hearing to be held July 14, 1964, at 
Valley City, North Dakota, to es
tablish a precedent for the con
gregations with reference to 
merger. 

Dated on the 10th day of June, 
1964, at Valley City, North Dako
ta. 

H. Morris Borstad 
Karl Stendal 
John B. Kleven 
Steve DeVries 
Leon P. Ohma 
Lawrence Dahlgren 
The above resolution was passed 

at the Annual Conference in Val
ley City. Contributions may be 
mailed to Mr. Lawrence Dahlgren 
at Lake Park, Minn. 

The Lutheran Ambassador 


