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“BUT WHAT IF . . .2
I Corinthinns 15:17

The human mind is a beautifully
constructed mechanism—so  intri-
cate that sclentists tell ws that we
normally use only a fraction of its
capiacity. And yet, if we center our
efforts to understand the Bible truth
simply on the basis of “reason”, .
our Christian experiences will be
geared only to the question “But
what if . , ? Especially as con-
cerns the miraculous facts of which
“our faith" is made.

We hear many messages in this
Easter season which cause us to
joy and rejolce, because we Know
that our Savior lives! And this is
as it should be—of all people we
should be the most happy because
“wa serve m risen Savior, He's in
our hearts today.”

But has this thought ever tempt-
ed you? “But what if Christ didn'i
rise?™ Immediately we are plunged
into a blackness by that dark as-
sumption, Truly this is the dark-
st road that anyone can travel
in this life, and there are those who
willingly travel this bleals way, Led
us, by way of contrast, travel this
way with the Apostle Paul, so that
we may befter appreciate the jov-
ous Easter messages which we hear.

What is the first thing we find
along this dismal road? “Our
preaching 1s wain.” Our English
ward “preaching” could better be
tranglated here into “proclaiming,”
made to o crowd of assembled peo-
ple. In the davs before our modern
news media there were “walking

newspapers.'” or heralds, who pro-
claimed the news. The Apostls Paul
regarded himself as a herald of King
Jesus Christ.

Think of this herald trudging the
open highwayvs of the world carry-
Ing the Gosgal which vold of a mar-
velous conguest of sin and the
grave. Often faced with hostility,
persacution, and suffering, even the
menace of death; just to sound forth
hiz proclamation. This herald went
to Antioch, Ephesus, Philippl, Ath-
eng, Corinth—wyet, according to thia
dark assumption, the Lord les dead
in the grave!

Let us walk a little further down
that gloomy road, “If Christ hath
not been maised. . vour faith is
vain." The Apostle (3 writing to that
little band of believers whose home
iz in Corinth, These folks had )is-
tened to the herald and hed put
their faith in his Lord. They rested
their souls in Christ and had gone
about Corlnth rejoleing in  their
Savioe's love, They faced anvthing
and everything in their unshaken
confidence in the risen Lord. Amnd
vet—and wet, “If Chrlst hath not
been raised,” their securily was an
idle droam,

And so it is with the faith of
the Christian of today. "1f Christ
hath not been raised. | ye are yet
in vour gins” Slaves who have
heard their emancipation proclama-
tion have learned that they were
victims of a horrible hoax! But “if
Christ hath not been raised™ it is
only @ fanciful freedom; wWe are
wilking. . . pitiabla victims of & col-

According to the Word

oz=il delusion!

Still further down the darksorme
roed we po, "If Christ hath not been
raised,” savs the Apostle Paul,
“then those who have fallen aslesp
in Christ Jesus have perished, after
all.”" Yes, "if Christ hath not been
ratsed, we believers are of all men
most to be pitied.” If Christ be dead,
the universe is empty.

But we musi also ook at the
Apostle when he returns from thai
black path, to the spring light of
the resurrection, “But now (s Christ
risen from (he desd™ Historle fact
iz against the dork assumplion we
have been pursuing. Spiritual ex-
perience, regenerated lives ame
against it Every ong of the chilling
issues which we've mentioned is en-
tirely reversed

Our proclamation is not in vain!
Qur faith is not vain! It gives us
vital connections with the Hving
Lord As bolievers, we are nol n
our sins; we are emancipated chil-
dreen of grace. Bellevers in Christ
Jesus, you are the companlons and
brothers of the Lord, You have ac-
cegs to unlimited grace, strength,
and fellowship becavse, as He lives,
we can draw on Him and His grace
day by day,

May the Lord who raised up
Christ from the dead, s0 grant us
jov in the sssurance of our living
Savior, that day by day we may
prow more like Him.

May your Easter truly radiate the
living Savior in spite of your hu-
man feallties,

Hubert F. DeBoer

The Lutheron Ambaszsador iz published biweekly (except the first issue of August) by the Association of
Fres Lutheran Congrepations, 3110 East Medicine Lake Bled, Mpls, Minn 55427, Rev. Raynard Huglen, Ros-
Iyn, South Dakota 57261, is the editor, Subseription price is $2.50 per year in advance. Subscriptions should be
gsent o The Lutheron Amboassador, 3110 East Medicine Lake Boulevard, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55427, Sec-
ond-class postage paid at Minneapaolis, Min,
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The triols of o post-Ezster trip by o Canadian homwe mission pestor.

GOD WILLING

(The Editor’s late father re-
counted (this story from the 1830
in the Hristelig Folkekalender of
1928, The metormobile was o Model
A ared the setting was south central
Spshatchewan, north of Regirg,
provincial capital)

You are not always =0 sure when
vou start out whether you shall be
able to meet Your appointments
event for Easter services, and one
weel after Easter, at that.

I started out one Saturday after-
noon for P—, abowt 60 mikes away,
where | was to conduct Enster sery-
tees Sunday at 11 am, [ had planned
on peiting there Saturday mnight.
But when I had driven a few miles
out of town, the Ford starfed to
make o lowd and strange noise and
all of a gudden it stopped. | started
it and drove up to a farmbouse
belonging to one of my parishion-
ers. The hired man was ot home,
and he knew somsthing aboui
Fords. "It needs ociling,”™ he sald,
and so he put a good dose of oil
and grease into it and now it was
going to run fine, he thought, And
it really seemed a lHitle betier, as
it ploughed through mud, ice, and
gnow for a few miles,

I had to back up one place where
1 had o leave the road on account
of snow, and the car slid into a
shallow ditch with one rear wheel,
Stuck! 1 had forgotten my showvel
at home, which [ brought over to
the garage purposely—and so |
went over to a farmhouse to bor-
row & shovel and to get some help,
1 met o short man and his taller
wife, who were trying to build a
fire from damp wood, She was a bit
cross and murmured that people
ought not to be out on such roads.
They had jus{ now helped one out
of the drifts over by the trees. | todd
her that I had my appointments (o
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mest tomorrow, [ shoveled some
snow away and got the car loose
without any further assistance. But
as | passed by their yard, a coupe
was stuck by the trees. T do not
know how long it stood there, for
we went on, but the roads were
anything but good.

When 1 had driven about ten
miles further, the same old noise
wis heard again, Tt was 4 grinding
gound, and the car stopped several
times with short intervals. It was
petting dark, too, and [ reached for
the light switch, but akas! this was
tarn off! 1 hailed a runabout car
and got the Information that there
wag a mechanie about two miles
away, 1 could follow right after
them to the place, But this was
ensier said than done, ns the grind-
ing sound was heard again, and the
Ford got the bad habit of stopping.
The runabout =oon got out of sighi
mnd darkness reigned abotit me. 1
took the wrong road into the farm
place and thus the Ford landed
across a ditch, It was out of ques-
tion to reach town, and especially
without lights, so I quickly decided
1o stay overnight at the farmhouse.

It sonn appeared that the “me-
chanic” there did not know mich
more ahout & Ford than mast of us
do, so nothing could be done, Up-
gtairs in the room where | slept 1
noticed o Bible Ilving on & table.
And it also seemed to have been
uzed, In the morning after we had
left the breakfast table, s young
man in hig twentles took his Bible
and read a portion of Seripture, and
while we all kneeled down, he of-
fered up prayer, alse for the minis-
ters who were to preach the gos
pel today, It did my heart a lot of
good to hear this, They were Maz-
arenes, 1 believe. This is something
to think about for our Luthersn

people.

After the howur of devotion, Mr.
Ruyan ({so was his name) hooked
my Ford behind his and pulled me
into bown, 4 distance of elght miles.
The roads were ey and muddy in
places, but we managed [0 pget
through without being stuck mare
than onee or twice. A mechanic was
summaoned, who soon staried to
take dingnosis of the Ford by fun-
aing it around a little. "Internal
troubles, It will take till Monday
noon at least to fix i.” 1 phoned to
M.N. that they must come to pet
me. Yes, they were coming right
away,

I went over to Central to call
P— over the long distance. “Yes,
this iz Mr. 5—" 1 have had trouble
with my Ford and conpnot come la-
day, “Too bad! The house is filled
with people waiting for voo,” says
Mr. 5—. 1 shall try to be there
tomorrow, The thought came to me
that when you announce services il
iz alwavs safe to ndd, God willing.

I enjoyed a good dinner at N—s
{Casper and Mabel Norum, Simp-
son, Saslk., children of pioneer LFC
Pastor Carl 5. Morum—Ed) and
conducted services in Mordal School
at the scheduled time. | was very
happy at being able (o proclaim the
pgospel of the crucified and risen
Savior to these friends also. [ re-
ceived a phone call from the gar-
ape that it would take most of the
next day, too, lo get the car
ready, They had to send to Reagina
for repairs, etc, We then declded
to hail the bus which runs close
by the M—s home, and that went
fine. 1 goi off at P— and caught
a ride with a neighbor out to Mr.
5—= home, People gathered for
services again the second time. And

| Confimwed an pege ¥
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Question: Can we say that the
sAugsburg Confession is a man-made
confesaion?

Answer: We certainly can. Bui
the complete answer is not o sim-
ple as all that.

The Bible 15 the source of ouor
faith, but not o statement of our
faith. Jesus Christ had been teach-
ing His dizciples for some time; then
one doy He turned to them with
the guestion: “Who do vou say
that I am?" Peter answened, "You
arg the Christ, the Son of the living
God”® (Matt. 16:15, 16). This an-
swer was a confesslon, and a man-
madg one at that—though the Holy
Spirit inspired him. In the Bible
God tells us a story, gives laws and
makes promises. Then it i as
though He turns (o us and says,
“Mow vou tell the story in vour
awn words," Every Christian shoild
be able to give an account of the
faith that is in him, and when he
does, it is a confession, A confes-
sion is a human response to a di-
vine declaration. The Apaostles'
Creed Is & confession, though it is
not found in those very words in
the Bible; vet the statements it
makes are taken from the Scrip-
tures.

The Augsburg Confession i
bazed on the Seriplures, but pex-
pressed in other words than the
exict words of the Eible, It is a
more complete summnry of what
the Bible teaches than the Apostles’
Creed is. Even so, it does not ex-
haust the Scriptures, for the Bible
cantains more. Yet it is 8 consis-
tent and rather comprehansive sum-
mary of what the Scriptures teach
on the points that are treated, such
as God, sin, justification, and =0
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forth, We adhere to it, not insofar
as, but imasmuch zs, It iz a true
statement of what the Bible teach-
BE.

We may ask a person what he
balisves, and i he says that he
believes what the Bible teaches, we
may nol be sure what he believes
There are s0 many man-made in-
terpretations of the Bible. But if he
procesds to tell us that he believes
that God has created us, that the
Son died for us, and that the Holy
Spirit convicts us of sin and drives
us to Christ, we Rnow moce speci-
fleally what he believes, He could
tell ug more, and all of it would be
a responza from his ocan heart as
to what he has learmed from the
Waord of God.

Cuestion: Would it mot be more
Scriptural to use the word “Bish-
op” In designating an officer of
the choreh than the term “Presi-
dent"?

Answer: It would. The word
“president” s a secular term. Gen-
eral Motors has a president, so also
has a local dairy association. The
term “bishop” is found in several
places in the Mew Testament and
refers to the peneral overseer of a
church. In one instance it refers
to Christ {1 Pet, Z25). But in this
sime verse Christ is also spoken of
as Shepherd, and pastors are shep-
herds, toa. So this shouwld ned bother
ug oo much. Many churches use
the term “bishop” to designate the
chief officer of the church, This in-
cludes Lutheran churches, too, pas-
ticularly in Europe, In America
most Lutherans use “president.”

There is, however, the question
of usage to consider. It is possible

that “bishop™ may have guite an-
other connotation in America today
than it had in other davs and af
other places. "Bishop” may couse
us to think of a church official who
has reached thp topmosi rung on
the ladder of ecclesiastical advance-
ment g0 that he is far remowved from
the common people. Americans are
democratic and tend to feown upon
aextreme officizldom. Perhaps this
may b the reason for the hesitation
to use the term which In [tself is
50 honorahle,

If we were consistent in rovert-
ing to Biblical usages we should
possibly Rave to call ouf mission-
arles “apostles,” our church wel-
fare workers “dencons” and their
wives “desconesses.”” Our theolo-
gians should be called “divines™—
as the writer of Revelation is desig-
nated in the King James Bible, but
a diviner is also a conjurer. The
term “pastor" should not be used
for an ordained clergyman whoss
gole occupation iz to be treasurer
for his synod or proofreader in the
church's department of publication.
Mor should it be used if he teaches
in & Bible school; such a one has no
pasture, only a cormal. And so on.

Iver B. (Hson

{ Address all questions ta Dr. lver
B, Olzon, 3110 E. Medicing Lake
Blvd, Minneapolis, Minnesoin
S5427.)

THREE CHURCHES VOTE
AFFILIATION WITH THE AFLC

At annual meetings in Januwary,
the following congregations voted
to affilinte with the Association of
Frea Lutheran Congregations:
Spruca Lutheran Church, Rozeau,
Minn.

Morland Lutheran Church, Salal,
Minn.

Rose Lutheran Church, Hoseau,
Minn.

All three churches are of Luther-
an Free Church backpground and
were a pan of the Rosaau Lutheran
parish.
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THE LUTHERAN DOCTRINE OF

BAPTISM

Matt. 28:15-20

by Pastor A. L. Hokonson
Faith, 5. Dak.

Part 1

E often think and speak af

our relationships with each
ather and with other people. We
treasure these relationships. “Yet
the one relationship which we
ghould cherish above all is too often
disregarded, That is our relationship
with our Father in Heaven,

God's relationship to us is that of
LOVE. That love Is aptly expressed
in John 3:16 as 4 cumulative ex-
pression of God’s affection for us.
actively shown since the fall of
Adam and Eve. It has found ex-
pression in the various covenants
God made with the Patriarchs,
especially with Abmaham and re-
newed periodically with his de-
geendantz. It is amazing to see the
deep plan of God unfolding for the
gnlvation of mankind in the cov-
enant relationships He instituted.

One of these is the rite of ciftum-
cislon, culminating in the Christian
doctrine of Baptism. As we look
into God's Word, we find in its
depths the paths and beauty of
God's care for His own in using out-
wird and visible means to convey
His truths of spiritual and eternal
values to the embodiment of His
Church, Too often these outward
means hove besn  misinterpreted
due to lack of knowledge of God's
Ward and an honest effort and de-
gire to sift and be sifted by that
wonderful Word, As we search and
are searched by His Word, may the
Holy Spirit be cur Guide and Sancti-
fier to lend uz |mto His eternal
truthe as He has promised.

To ascertain the real basis of
Christian Baptism, we must then
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ook carefully Into the background
of Godd's covenant-relationship with
His people, because Holy Baptism
is a covenant relationship with God,
The word “covenant” in the He-
brew means primarity “a cutting.”
referring to the custom of cutting
or dividing animals in two and pass-
ing between the parts In ratilying
an agreement (Gen. 15 amd Jer.
24-18-19. It iz also translated
ipstament.” In its Biblical mean-
ing, it ls an agreement (covenant)
between God and man, such as
when God covenanted with Moah
after the flood that o ke judgment
would not be repeated, The princi-
pal covenants are the covenant of
works, God promising to save and
hless men on condition of their per-
fect obedience (the Law), and the
covenant of Grace, or Goal's prom-
{se to save men on condition of
their believing in Christ and re-
celving Him as their Master and
Savior. The first is called the Old
Covenant or Old Testament and
the second i= called the New Cov-
enant or Mew Testament

When God makes a  covenisnt
with His people, it is for the def-
inite purpose of furthering their
gnlightenment of Him and His
love. He wants them bo grow in
their knowledge of Him, He always
reveals Himself according to their
capacity to receive (Ml 4:24) . So
thelr knowledge of Him Is depend-
ent on their abedience 1o His voice
and leading. This is still true today
i the Christian Church because we
have His Word in its fullest expres-
gion in Jesus Christ. So in prepara-
tion for His coming, He gave,
among other covenants:

I The Covenant of Clroumcision.

We must mever forgef that sin
separates from God. And that

separation had to be eliminated for
man to be saved. Preparing for that
gventual event, God made many
preparations, one of them the rite
of cireumelsion.

God's covenant with Abraham
wag augmented with a sign, the rite
of circumclsion, Genesis 17: 10-14,
of which verse 12 reads, “And he
that is eight days old shall be cir-
cumcised among You, SvEry man-
child in wour peneratlons™, ete, or
as we read in Leviticus 12:3, “and
in the sighth day the flesh of his
foreskin shall be circumcised.” All
who desired to partake with Abra-
ham in the security, hope, and hap-
piness of having God as their God
were to submit to circumcision
(Gen. 17:13). Its spiritual interpre-
tation is (1) Separntion, Acts 11:2-
3 and Acts 10:45; (2) Purity, Josh.
5:8, 9 and (3) Obedience, Gen. 17:
2377, This slgn was (o determine
whio wore to be included in the cov-
gnant (Gen, 17: 100, Thus this be-
came the chief sacrament of the
old covenant to represent to the eye
the renunciation of the old life
{Jer. 4:4), and the birth of a new
life which we have by union with
Jesus Christ, in the covenmant of
Raptism in the new dispensation.

The lesson of circumcision I8
therefore an obd one, and this sign
was given rather than any ather
that it might be recognized that hu-
man nature is unable to generate its
own Savior and that original sin
must be eoverad to come into fel-
lowship with a Holy God, and that
this cleansing is accomplished in in-
fant baptism, The Lord was thus
recognizing the principle of inborn
gin (P, 51:5) in the splritual im-
plication of the rite (Gen 17014
Lev, 26:41; and Jn. T:22=23).

So, from the earliest awnkening
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of inborn sin, the cleansing of hu-
mien nature wis to be bestowed
upan the child, The Lord thus used
g ceremony known to surcounding
peoples for its wholesome effect
and constituted it for Abraham and
Hiz seed. (Gen. 17: 10: a symbol of
an analogeus Tact; namely, the
purification of sin at its fountain-
head, the cleansing of the evil
nature with which we all are
born.} The Hebrews regarded it as
A symbol of zpiritual grace as is &t-
tested to in Leviticus 26: 41, speak-
ing of “an unclreumcised heart™;
also in Deuteronomy 10; 16, “Cir-
cumcise therefore the foreskin of
vour heart, and be no more stiff-
necked"™; also in Deuteronomy 30: G,
“The Lord, thy God, will circumcise
thy heart,” etc., and in Jeremiah £:4,
“Circumcise yourselves to the Lord,
and take away the foresking of
your heart, ye men of Judah,” etc.

That God, in selecting this an-
cient rite to be the sign of Hiz cov-
enant in the flesh of Abraham and
hiz seed, had regard to the deep
spiritual meaning of the rite is ex-
plicitly declared im Romans 4: L1,
which states, “And he [Abraham]
recelved the sign of circumcision, a
geal of the righteousness of the faith
which he had yet being uncircum-
cised; that he might be the father
of all them that believe™ ete,

Thus we clearly ses that circum:
cision had reference not only to
Israe]l as a4 nation. but also to the
above spiritual truth, 50 Paul ex.
claims in Philippians 3:3, “We are
thy circumcision who worship by
the spirit of God and glory in Christ
Jesus and have no confidence in the
flesh.” And so also we see this
cleanging has itz fulfillment in in-
fant baptism. For the Lord told
Abraham that the act zhould take
place on the elghth day after hirth,
The Epyptians circumcised their
sons between the sges of six and
ten years and the Mohammedans
between the apes of twelve and
fourtesn. The fundamental iden of
circumeigion, then, was the thought
of phvsical purification, Even medi-
cil authorities today advocate b be-
cauze of the real hygienic value,
Howewer, God took it and gave il
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a spiritual meaning, culminaling in
infant baptism in the new dispensi-
tion. The reason why the Lord sig-
nified the eighth day for the rlie is
especianlly pertinent and enligten-
ing as we sensa the spiritual and
eternal significance of the rite
Specifying the cighth day shows
God's infinite mercy, If delayed be-
yond Infancy or early childhood, the
operation coud be dangerous. So in
infant baptism. we enjoin this grace
that they alss may have spiritual
life and really Tive, to be born anew
(John 3: 3-5).

Therefore, it seemed good (o the
Lord to carve in the flesh of His
prople on anmistakable reminder of
that holy relationship inte which
they had entered. It was faithfully
maintained among Abraham's de-
secendants. Moses was not permitted
to take up his work while his son
wis uncircumsised (Ex. 4:24-28)
The Izraelites were nol permitped
to enter the promised land until
they had submitted to this rite
(Josh. 5:2-9, John T:22-23}, But
why did the Lord select the eighth
day? There Is a symbolic signifi-
cance. The eighth day, which (5 the
first day of the week, iz symbaolic of
the new ereation in which all who
helieve shall be restored in redemp-
tiom through Christ. Thiz thought
finds fullesy expression in Chrst's
resurrection on the first day, or
the day after the seventh day,
which is the eighth day, We also
note in the Mosale dispensation, in
the law of cleansing, the sacrifice
was to be offered on the sighth
day (Lev. 15:14 and 24). Thea
priestly cleansing of the leper was
on the eighth day (Lev. 14:10),
The cleansing of the NMazarite was
aon the eighth day (Mum., 6:10).
And the feast for closing the Feast
of Tabernacles was on the eighth
day (Lev, Z3:36). So we see that
the eighth day of the old dispensa-
tion finds its fulfiliment in the
eighth day of the new, the first day
of the weelk, which is Sunday. Thus
the Lord reveals His deep plan to be
fulfilled in the new dispensation.

Te summirize; God enjoins Ab-
raham to use circumelsion on the
eighth day after birth as the sign of

the convenant between them. This
was A slgn, evidence and assurance,
both of the blessing and promise of
God in the coming Messiah from
the loins of Abraham, who was to
ke the Father of His people In par-
don for their sins and cleansing,
through this rite, and also of their
ohllgation to believe in this Messiah
and serve Him as new créatures,
which is signified by their accept-
ance of this ordinance, Jusl asg en-
trance to this covenant in the Qid
Testament was through the rite of
circumelsion on the eighth day, so
in the New Testament the entrance
into the Kingdom of Christ was to
be through infant baptism. Though
the words infant or adult are not
specified, infants are especially re-
ferred to, to receive this blessing.
[To be continuwed]

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

It was with some misgivings and
heavy hearts thai we read the ar
ticle by Howard A, Kuhnle in the
February 7 issue of The Lutheran
Ambassador, especially the latter
part of the two following sentences;
“In addition, the woman had been
divorcad twice and the man once.
Thiz alone was 1 big obstacle, al-
though I have married peoples who
howe been divorced, as nserly all
mintzters have™ (emphasis is the
writer's)

Hope this will not have o be
said about the pastors of our As-
sociatlon, Pastors must realize that
there is somewhat of an encourage-
ment {0 & man or woman to be
united with & divorced person when
pastors practice such marmying.
Even that could be a reason for
some professing Christinn to toy
with such an ides, It should be clear
to all of ws what God's will is in
such a matter when we read Matl
188, % Mark 10:2=12; and Luke
16: 18.

Only our God knows how close
we are to the Day of Jesus Christ,
(Matt, 24: 36-39).

Mames Withheld (2)
Minnesotn

(Editor's Mote: See the editarial

“The Divorce Question” an page B.)
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“What's Cooking Today?”

Mrs. Melvin Walla
Thief River Falls, Minn.

How often havem't the children
come running into the kitchen with
the above guestion o Mother!
"Oh, something good,” is the reply
of most mothers. It seems there
are nlways hungry mouths to feed.
Sometimes we wonder as they grow
a litthe older if there shouldn't be
a limit once. And 20 we go on,
gating, eating. eating. Why? Well,
to live, of course, and sometimes it
takes a heap of cating to live.

I am thinking today of the Chris-
tinn mother ond her children, If we
must feed them =0 mueh (o live
phvsically, what about their spir-
itual lives? Our lives as mothers
and Christians should be the sweet
proma of Christ poured forth in a
way that our children would be
hungry and ask, “What's for today
from God's bread basket”™ They
should be able to ses In our lves
the trust and confidence in the One
we talk to them about. They should
see that the Word is a very Im-
portant part of our spiritual food,
and prayer our spiritual refreshing,
as well as the lellowship with oth-
er believers. Surely we want moth-
ers who will feed their children
well with the physical food, but
are we 50 anxious to feed the heay:
enly manna or are we poing o
leave that to the Sunday school
teacher and the pastor? Are the Bi-
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ble and the devotional book & part
of the setting at the breakfast to-
ble? Or are we [n such a hurry we
do mot have time for them? Cughi
we not o organize our houschold
in such a way that this is possible?
Drietitiang tell us that our hreakinst
is the best meal of the day and hot
one to be akipped, What about the
feeding of the Word, ought not that
be more important? Ought we not
feed our souls at the beginning of
the day in order to hive protecs
tion against all the fiery darts of
the evil one? How good, too, to be
ahle to end the day with the Waord
and peayer s we loy our Hves
again before God and thank Him
for all He has done for us. "Man
shall not live by brend alone, but
by every word that proceedeth out
of the mouth of God” (Matt, 4:4) .

We have God's promise in His
Word that if we “train up a child
in the way he should go—when he
ig old he will pot depart from it"
(Prov. 22:8), How good to know
thit the promises of God hold oven
at a time when the forces of dark-
ness are battling for the souls of our
children as they grow up and go
out intg the world, Oh, might the
aroma of our lives and the Christian
home always ke felt in their lives,
How mamy have tried to run away
from the ties of a Christian home
and into a world of sin, which looks
50 alluring, only to find that a moth-

er's prayers are following them
wherever thoy go

I think today of all the women
in cur WMF. Many are busy feed-
ing little faces and answering many
“whys” and “what fors,” but may
whe novier become too busy to take
tima to feed them the lving Woard,
and that it might have the sweet
fragrance of Christ to draw them
to Himself while they are temder
and ensily formed. May we as par-
ents live for the things of eternity
in order that our children may see
us a5 mere clay in the Master's
hands.

Mother, there i3 joy in knowing
that you have been faithful in these
things=—=not that any of us do all
wir should be doing—but to know
that in these formative vears our
children have experienced individ-
wally o true commitment to Jesus
and have s hunper and thirst for
the things of God. Then as they
grow older and go out into & world
of wickedness, let us remember that
the love of Christ hedges them
about and follows them wherever
they go, to break down the strong-
holds of Satan in their lives, The
Lord is sble to keep to the end
those who follew Him and are led
by His Spieil. God i falthful to His
Word, Let us, too, claim that if we
have wayward sons and daughters
who once knew the goodness of
God in their lives, The Lord is able
to bring them back into the fold
also,

Three new sets of “My Mission-
ary for o Day™ slides avnilable to
WMF Societies.

I. Write Miss Eula Mae Swen-
son, 1608 Third Street, Fargo,
North Dakota 58102, for slides
and script on all three mis-
sionary families,

2. Please ask for only one set
of 20 slides at one time.

3, May, October and January are
the special months, buf may
be used at other times as well

4. Keep slides and script togeth-
er and be prompt in retum-
ing vo Misa Swenson,
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INTRODUCING OUR
SEMINARY SENIDRS

“For the Almighty opne has done
great things for me; and holy is
His name® {Luke [1:4%4},

As | think of the transition in
m¥ life from railroad laborer to
seminary senlor | see that God
planned and executed it all, Martio
Luther, in the later days of his Hife,
remarked: “"God has led me like a
blind horse.® So also has He led
me. Without the sssurance that He
was preparing the way and lesd-
ing me along that way (as far o3 1
am obedient), | certainly would not
enter the ministry, But where 1 am
weak He is strong and able,

Ome of the great things He has
done for me oceurred on Dec, 27,
1960, when | was united in mar-
riage with Delores Erickson, form-
erly of Sioux City, lown, and a

graduate of the University of Min-
nesota Collepe of Education. 'We
maved B ]:I'I;J.|.1.|I:.'I'II Minn., where De-
lores taught school while 1 enrolled
at the University there. 1 Iater
transferred to St Paul to study
harticulture in preparation for the
nursery business, which was my
goal, Alihough 1 had no intention
of entering the ministry God was
preparing me with sueh  basic
courses as English, History, Phile-
saphy, Psychology, Sociology and

Speech.
When I had completed these and
other basle requirements, God

called me inte the AF.L.C. minis-

Yes, when I look back 1 see on
my part much sin and failure. Bui
I can also see the hand of God at
work, and this gives me confidence
to go on with His puldance and

WREF PFaVers, Howard Kjos
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GOD WILLING
| Comdtrusd from page 3]
there were only two persons less
than the previous day. My subject
for the sermon was: “What Bene-
fit Do We Have from the Resurrec-
tion of Christ? nccording to Pon-
toppidan and Sverdrup.

The bus was an hour and a half
late at P—, 50 it took me until mid-
night before | got back to M—s,
The wext morming C. and M. took
me into town to see how the Ford
was, It was mow all ready. Tho
greater part of the rear and ithe
bearings had to be replaced. The re
poir bill was betweon 325040 and
330,00, which is not such a large
sum of money, of course; bul when
vou have very Hittle of it with you,
and hardly any at home, it is dif-
ferent. [ borrowed some, and got o
litile timo on part of ithe hill afier
some deliberation. The garape-man
had been “stung” a fow times, so
ha did not trust most of them too
weedl, e s&aid.

A little ways from the farm hame
where [ borrowed the shovel, T no-
tieed the short man working hard
to get his car out of the ditch, His
“lnrper sizped” wife was standing
close by watching him. Mow il was
my turn to wonder why they were
out on such bad roads.

After being stuck once in o snow-
drift, 1 came home & bit tired and
exhausted, but otherwise O,

As vou will have noticed, 1 had
all kinds of trouble on this irip.
But I wwas glad and thanked God on
my way home because [ had not
had eny accident or was huri in
any way. And that I happened to
tear off the lght switch with the
sbeave of my overcoat cvidently
was alsa God's providence, as [
might have attempled o reach town
that evening and might have rulned
the Ford still maone,

So, then, after all T am wvery
much grateful fo God that I can
serve Him in the home mission
field and bring the “glad tidings of
great jov* as well as His birth, suf-
fering mnd resurrection to our poo-
ple scattéred around on  these
endless prairies and plaing

R I Huglen

The Lutheran Ambassador



THE DIVORCE QUESTION

The Lutheran Ambassodor today corries n letter
to the editor (ses page 6) which deals with the di-
vorce problem. It arises from the article “I Have Re-
fused to Marry Some People™ by Rev., Howard A
Kubnle printed in our Feb, 7, 1867, [ssue.

What we write now is not going to be any “state-
mant"” on the gquestion of divorce and its twin prob-
lem, remarriage, As some of you will remember, a
committes has been charged to present a report on the
question to the Association. This committee was
authorized by the Conference of 1964 in Valley City.
It was not ready to report in Minneapolis in 1965 and
to our recollection the matter was not even mentioned
last year at Thief River Falls, but we may be wrong

It i our hope that the committes will be ready
to report to the Fargo Conference In June or at least
that we may know when we can expect to hear the
results of its work.

Having =ald that, we will make several cbserva-
tiong on the divorce-remarciage issue, First, Pastor
Kuhnle, in his acticle, was speaking only for himself,
There was no intention that he represented the feel-
ing of any one of us or all of us. The article was
printed to show how one man deslt with the prob-
lems he faced and to indicate that ministers do not
perform all marriages that come their way, except
for those unbelievable solicitors he mentioned.

Second, divorce s always, always a fragic event.
And doubly 0 if children are involved. We are sure
that no one who has not personally been a party to
ong can really appreciate what it means,

In the nexi place, it has been our practice not to
perform marrlages of divorced persons. This position
sometimes requires & ceptain amount of Intestinal fos-
titude, too, but if a principle i a principle you bearn
to live with it, We have the feeling that the clergy of
the Association as a whole represent a very consery-
ative position on the question of remammiage. But
there are no doubt some who would consider per-
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forming a wedding for the party they are pssured was
“least guilty” in a broken marriage. (Probably no pas-
tor anywhere, except for those solicitors, would ad-
mit to remarrying a “pullty" party, unless there had
been a conversion experience.} Mothing that we say,
or that the committee will say, will probably change
the conviction of someone who looks upon this gues-
tion differently than we do. It is doubtful that one
universal policy can be made obligatory on the pas-
tors, much as we might like to have it so,

Then there is the matter of the divorced and/or
remarried in our congregations and communities,
Surely no one would propose thai we turn our backs
upon them even though for conscience’ sake we could
mot have n part in their remarriage. They, too, nead
the Gospel and the ministry we can give them, They,
b, miust come to know the Lord's forgiveness and
find & weay (o balld 4 new [fe out of the ashes of ruin.

Finally, we must do evervthing we con to save
marriage and the wholeness of the home. We must
impress on our yvoung people the need for great care
in choosing a partner, one whom they can without
reservation pledge themselves to “until death do us
part.” And what awesome words these also are: ""What
therefore God has jolned topether, let no man put
asunder.” Mo wonder we can't take them lightly,

RIBLE VERSIONS

While we are at it, it may not be out of the way
to bring up the current status of amother committee,
that of the one on major Blble translations. Such a
comimitbee mada a repart to the Annwal Conference of
1965,

The minutes of that conference state: “The report of
the special committes on Bible Versions was resd by
Mr. Alvin Grothe. A motion was approved that this
report be accepted for study.””

Some clarification iz needed concerning the stand-
ing of this committee. The minutes do not =ay who
i= to stody the report, although sinee the conference
accepied it the congregations would seem bo be meant.
However, the impression lingers that the committes
wis to report ngnin at the conference last June, bt
we have nothing to verify that conviction.

And Iif the matter is dropped here we are quite sat-
lsfied because ng the siteation exisis, every person is
free to use the translations he wishes and it 1= haed to
imagine that any other course would be sither right
or availahle.

But for the sake of the record it would be good
to have & ruling as to the present status of the spe-
cial committee on Bible versions.

The report of the committee in 1965 is found on
pagss 4345 of the Annual Repon for that year.

Page Mine



It's that time of year when wvour prayers and thoughts are concerned with Dally
Vacation Bible School, so the Committes on Parish Edwcation ls hoping to be of some
help by presenting two EBible school workshops. We will be mesting at Zoar Lutheran
Church in Hatton, North Dakota, on Saturday, April 15, and ai Bethania Lutheran
Church in Greenbush, Minnesota, on Sunday, April 16, Both workshops will be in ses-
sion from 1:30 pom. to 4:30 p.m.

The aftermoon will open with o waorship service planned to correlate with one of
the Bible school lessons. In the sessions that follow sdeas will be offered for reaching
more pecple through Bible school, and there will be teaching helps for every age group.

BHible school materials from Scripture Press, Gospel Light, Augsburg, and Concor-
din will be displayed as well as books and wisual aids.

Coffee will be served at the close of the afternoon.

We think the afternoon would be worthwhile for pastors, superintendents, teach-
ers, and all who are interested in Parish Education,

For those who live closer to Minneapolis we would litke to suggest that you attend
tha Bible school workshop sponsored by the Evangelism Book Center on Saturday after-
noon, Aprll 20, 1t will be held at 81, Pauls Lutheran Church on 1Tth and Pordland South
and will offer much the same prograom as the workshops at Hatton and Greenbush.

We're looking forward to serving you and ask that you please join us in praying
for the workshops,

Poge Ten The Lutheran Ambossador



Wazn't that strange that he thanked God he had baptized just o
few of perhaps hundreds that had been saved under his preaching there?
Had not the Lord commanded His disciples to go into the whole world
and make disciples of all pations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and the Son, and the Haly Ghos? (Matt, 28:19 200 ..., ......
How could he thank God for not doing what he had been commissioned
to do? Two reasons ane mentioned:

1. (Vs 15) He was plad and thankful that he had not baptized any
more of them because they had made i@ @ matter of dispute, argument,
contention and division, instead of a matter of unlty among the believers.
“If you are golng to make it an issue, who baptized you, then 1 wish
I hnd not baptized any of you,”

2 Vs, 17y Christ had sent him especially to preach the Gospel
and his azsistants who were perhaps less gualifled to preach the Gospel
were Used to perform the rive of baptism, It was not that he considersd
[t less important that he neglected to do it Foar from it, Read Acts 18:8

Paul's great minisiry was to make Christ known, not with wisdom
of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. He did
not depend upon mere human oratory or chetoric, but on the power of
the Holy Spirit to make Christ real so people would be taken up with
Him and not with His messenpers. How does (his compure with preach-

g F ol PN . T I e L EPUU I (e et Y

Too often people leave a service captivated by the personality or
the eloquence of the speaker and they fail to pet the blessing of the
Mg

A story s told of two men who visited London during the days of
Charles Spurgeon, In the moming they went (o a church where a very
promingnt pastor spoke. As they left the service, one said, "My, what
n marvelous preacher.” However, in the evening they went to hear Spur.
geon, and as they left the tabernacle they were héard to remark, "My,
what a wonderful Christ that man preached! In the moming they saw
a man; in the evening they savw Christ. What a difference!

When you give wour testimony or preach, do people see you, or
do they ses Christ?

Lesson TV

Read | Corinthians 1: 10-17.

After his general introduction, Paul commences his letter by exhorting
ihe Corinthians to unity and brotherly love, For what does he reprove
them? v.iuias R i He had been informed sbout this condition
im the church, H-e says inm verse 11 “For it hath been declared unto me
af you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that
there are contentions among you.'

Contentions. What s that? . . ... ... 0o eecrrrmrernnnn

This was a very serious matter. So he writes to them in a real
challenging way; "1 beseech vou brethren, by the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ.” Through that wonderful name they had been saved by
grace; in that name they had been enviched In all things. How many
times |5 the apostle repeating this name in the first ten verses?® _ "
He parnestly appeals to them, thai they for the sake of Jeau: l'_‘,brkst
should be of one mind—the mind of Christ, “Let this mind be in you,
which was also In Chrise Jesus” (Phil. 2:5), This i of supreme impor-
tance, for if the fellowship s split up, then the testimony is wenkened,
and Christ's name is dishonored.



“l appeal o you brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Chris™;
if you have any regard for this dear and worthy name by which vou
arp called, be of one mind, If you agres about this one great important
truth, that vou are saved alone through the name of Jesus Christ, that
should exclude and extinguish all feuds and divisions about minor things,
You are ong in Christ—knit together by faith and love in Him, so let
no human names cause you 1o be divided. We are only instruments that
the Lord used to bring you to the saving knowledge of the truth. 50 he
perfectly jolned together (like the members of our bodyd, for you are
members of the hady of Clirlst.

Where do you find Scripture to verify this statement? ... ... ... ..

What do you think Is the main cause of contentlons, sitrife, argu-
ing, wranglings and quarrels among the Christians today? (Prov, 13:10),

Pride is an awful sin, deep-rooted and grounded in our fallen na-
ture, God i=2 against the proud, but He gives groce to the humble. Where
do you find that? ..........0c00000. What iz hamility? ..........
One hazs plven this definition: Troe humility s “unconsclous suell.’-
forgetfulness " That's the best one | have ssen yet, The self-forgetfulness
that s consclous, is, of course, the most acute, intensa and subtle form
off gricle.

Can you give me a real good description of a humble Christian?
vevienns s Mavbe we should let Ludvig
Hope answer. He says: A humble Ehnutlln is one who readily admits
and confesses his sins.” God gives freely of His grece to a person like
that_

Motice also what Paul says in Philippians 2:2, 3 “Fulfll ye my
joy, that ve may be likeminded, having the same love, being of one
accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done through strife or vain glory;
but in lowliness of mind let epch estesm other better than themselves.™
If that kind of spirit was prevelant among Christinns, do you think
there would be any quarreling or contentlon? ... ... ...

What were they quarreling about? (ve, 1Z). ... ..ol

This wrangling became so serious that it split up the Christian
fellswship in Corinth inte four different parties, What an awful tragedy!
What a victory for Satan!

Ong said, 1 am of Paul, He Is the most learned and splriteal teacher,
and he is alsa the founder of our church. The other said, Mo, I like
Apallas, he is the most eloguent and gifted speaker. The thicd one said,
Mo, 1 think Cephas is the best; he is the apostle of circumcision; older
and more experienced—he speaks with authority. The fourth was For
Christ only, and they were perhaps more camal than any of the othors
They went to the other extreme. They despised the other groups who
were taken up with Peter, Paul and Apollos, and yet these were true
servanls of the Lord by whom they were led to Christ, Therefore
they should have estesmed them highly for Hiz sake. “Ne,” they con-
tended, “we do not recognize any of you who are taken up with
human names.” They belonged to the “holier than thou™ type. Have you
ever encountered any from that crowd? They are the most conceited
af all.

Some people say, | don't believe there is anything to Christianity,
Why do the Christians split up into so many groups? ‘Why can they
never agree? They cannot ses that thiz is not the fault of Christianity,
buat o clear evidence of the corruption and depravity of human nature.
It shows how far pride will carry Christians in opposition to ong another,
even to the extent of setting Christ and His own apostles at variince,
and making them rivals and competitora,

So Paul condemns the action of all of them by asking three siriking
guestions: (1) Ts Christ divided? (2) Was Paul crucified for you?
(3} Were vou baptized in the name of Paul?

Mo, 4 thousand times, no. There |8 but one Christ, and thereforo
all Christians should be of one heart and of ong mind, Was Paul
crucified for you? Was bhe vour sacriflce and atonement? Did he ever
pretend to be your savior? God forbid, he was only a servant for Jesus®
sake (11 Cor. 4:5).

Were they baptized in the name of Paul? Wers they baptized to be
his disciples? Mo, they were baptized into Jesus® name, to be His disciples,
Christ alone is the head of the church, so do nof try to make His name
the head of a party, and do not make the names of His servanis the
heads of parties. 1 thank God that | baptized none of you, but Crispus,
Gaius, and the hopsehold of Stephanas™ (I Cor, 16:15, 17). Thess were
all Puul could remember he had baptized at Carinth.



Ken Moland is the first writer in
a series of articles looking at Uhe
tvpes of education ovailable to
AFLC wouth, Maple Bay Lutheran
is his home church.

A LOOK AT A CHURCH COLLEGE

Concordia  College, Moorhead,
Minnesota, is o lour-year [iberal
arts coflege affiliated with the
American Lutheran Church. Total
enrollment |8 approximately 2200
students, Cost for one school year
comes to S1B00, The cost of tui-
tion accounts for $1100 of this,
{ 186667 figures),

I am a sophomore at Concordia
College. T am also a member of the
AFLC and intend to enter the AFLC
seminary at Medicine Lake upon
graduation from Concordia,

I have been asked my opinion
on the guestion, ""What are the
advantages and disadvantages of at-
tending a ‘church college'?™ My
knawledge and experience are lim-
ited, Since 1 hove not attended
gither n state school or another
church college, 1 can only speak
of that which 1 have experienced,
that is, Concondia College.

Concordia provides imany oppor-

for students o worship
tapather, It might be interesting
and informative to discuss some of
these activities.

tunities

Chapel services are held daily
Monday through Friday at 10:00
am, No classes are scheduled for
this half hour, Student attendance
is nod required and on an average
day one might find approximately
thirty-five percent of the student
body present. The sérvices vary a
great deal im content. A service usu-
ally consists of liturgy, a hymn, and
a speaker, Some messages are de-
wvaticnal, some are intellectoal, and
some are just informative. Faculty
members and area pastors are gen-
erally employed as speakers. The
services are led by the campus pas-
tor, who works [ell time on cam-
pus nnd is available ot all times for
counselling and consultation,

There are also dormitory devo
ttans held one or two nights & weel.
They are conducted by the umi
counselor and occasionally & guesi
speaker s Introduced here also,
These are short, informal mectings
and their effectivensss |5 deter-
mined by how the counselor
chooses to wse the FfteEn-mainule

period.

Each Wednesday evening a ves-
per service, o co-educational devo-
tional period, is conducied by the
compus  pastor., Siudent speakers
are also called upon for this time of
meditation, singing, and prayer,
During the Lénieén season, the Lime
was devoted especially 1o prepare
hearts for the Easter season.

Snturday evenlng from 600 io
T, o group of thirfy to I!hir'1.'_|.'-
five students meet at Prayer-
Fellowship for an hour of medita-
tian before the evening's activities
begin, This program is devotional in
nature and is closed with group
prayer, This fellowship group puts
emphasis on Such topics as person-
al evangelism, prayer, etc,

Opporiunities for bocal mission
work are  provided by student
groups which visit a nursing home
or the Fargo Union Mission week-
Iv. All work done on these levels
is basically personal invelvement,
There is also a “big brother™ pro
gram, which deals with problem
children in the area, organized on
CAFfILE.

Cme must have a minimum ol
thirteen credits in religion to grad-
uate from Concordia. This amounis
{0 aboul one-tenth of the total cred-
its required for graduation. The
courses vary in nature from (Qid
Testament Survey for freshmen Lo a
sanior course which deals with the
problems of the urban church. The
latter course includes o weak of
study in the city of New York, The
nature of the classes vanies also in
that some are taught from a histori-
cal point of view, some from a the-
ological paint of view, and a few
are taught from o devolional poind
of view, Many quiestions are insti-
gated by these courses—some are
answered and some are not. Most

Kalispell, Montana in 1967
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faculiy mambers are willing to abd
in problems brooght to them per-
sonally by students,

Only occasionally are Sunday
morning services hald on campus,
Students are encouraged to attend
churches in the area. There are
several within walking distance.

And =0 one can see, there is no
lack of structures or forms for
worship, But when one speaks of
forms of religion, the verse from
I Timothy comes to mind, This
verse speaks of those who hold the
form of religion but deny the pows
er thereof, The actlvities mentioned
above are not listed (o impress any-
ane, for Christianity does not con-
sigt of forms and structures, but in
the active power of God working
im and through men's lives. [ believe
that power has a place on a col-
lege campus as well as anywhere.
That power seems to be lacking
here even as it is lacking in oo
many individus] lives,

I have attemped to ba quite ob-
jEctive in measuring this college 50
far, Mow I must commit myself to
some degree, at Jeast, One must ask
oneself the gquestion, "Arp these
forms a  distinct advantape® |
would submit that they mawy be Lo
the advantape of a Christian in that
they in some cases provide an op-
portunity for fellowship and hear-
Ing the Word of God, The religion
clagses may serve to strengthen
one’s faith Ihmugh the rhu.tl::nj;cs.
they s=t forth.

One’s faith here, ps elsewhers,
must he one's own It would be
impossible to be carsied by the
faith of the campus, for there is no
unifying or overwhelming spirit
here on campus, Fellowship, for the
most part, must be sought out in
small groups and with individual
Christians.

There arg two imporiant areas
which lack emphasis on this cam-
pus. Personnl evangelism and fior-
cign missions appear not (o fecelve
s much tme or effort as  they
should. These are two urgent ficlds
in the life of the church and of the

Fage Fourieen

church college, An ares which re-
celves dup emphasis is thot of so-
cinl problems and the church’s
responsibility toward this problem.

Cancordin is not a. retreat. It is
cartainly not a monastery in any
zanse of the word, The idea of gend-
g somenng to sehool here with the
belief that here they will find shel-
ter from the world is absurd A col-
lepe campus of this nniure is as
much of a battlefield as one will
find amywhere. Mayhe it i3 more
s0. The tenslon between differsn)
views ond opinions is as manifiost
as one might find It in the times of
great church struggles. It i an at-
mosphers of questioning and sorme-
Limes doubt, Tt is far from a “con-
tinuing Hible Camp experiencs,'" as
sume expect when they come here,

The philosoply of education al
this institulion wues stated some-
thing like this ome day: Here we
try to bury students with different
views and ideas and we may throw
him a shovel if it seems as though
be doesn't have one, but he must
dig his own way out. Then what he
has will be hizs own, rather than
what someone has told him, This
view, which 1 have tnken the liberty
to paraphrase, was not given by a
member of the religion department,
but allow me to suggest that this
is what, in essence, they might be
trying to do. It s pood to krow
what one believes and to believe it
gs an Individual, for it is then that
it becomes vital to us. Whether one
i% able fo shovel his way out de-
pends, of course, on the size of his
shovel, Some people gel buried tod
deep, Some shovels aren't larpe
encugh. And here lies the trogedy,
[t is in cases like these that we
have to question this method of
teaching.

[ take this opportunity to ash you
to pray for the vouth of this na-
tion. They, toa, are on a battlefield,
wierever they might be. Pray that
they might grow in wisdom and in
the knowledge of God,

BEen Maoland
Fertile, Minn.

MAKING MOLEHILLS OF
MOUNTAINS THROUGH MPRAYER

My heart was weary one svening
My mind was fillad with distress;
T 1 thought of our loving Savior
And His merciful power to bless.

Then 1 thought of Hiz words [n the
Eible,

How He feeds the little bird:

Would 1, a child of His kingdom,

Be left with my prayer unheard?

Drid you ever retire with a heavy
heart,

And in the morning by again,

In search of an answer you had o
Find,

But you didn't
when?

know where or

Again I thought of these verses;

“Cast thy burden wupon the Lord,

When thow walkest through fire
thou shalt st be burned.”

Take hold of these truths from His
Word

1 create darkness, and 1 form the -
light;

I the Lord all these things do™

Then my trouhled mountiain o mole-
hilll becamae:

He'll do the same thing for wou

When you are weary and cannof
Find rest,

And your world is dark with de-
Epakr;

Call wpon Him, and He'll surely
hear,

All troubles will wanish through

prayer.
Ellen Mielsen
Sis=eion, 5, Dk

CORRECTION

Our church in Fosston, Minne-
sodn, is Calvary Lutheran, not
Faith Lutheran, as was erronecusly
reported in the Febrouary 21 [ssue
af the Ambessador on page 14
SOTTY,

The Lutheran Ambassador



CHURCH-WORLD NEWS

GLEANINGS FROM
AN EDITOR'S READING

Beek out one or two Christians
ts whom wyou can confldentially
open your heart and with whom
you can share everything. Pray God
that you may find such Christian
friends, You will soom learn how
important it is for the weak, un-
stable mew fife within you to be
permitted to live and to grow in
fellowship with someone who has
porhaps progressed a little further
than you, To be permitted to ex-
change thoughts and discuss the
experiences vou have in that new
lifa which you have in common,
willl not only mean spiritual enrich-
ment to both of you, bot will also
be a help to you against temptation,
especially when you are templed
to discouragement ond despoir—
0. Hallesby, Why I Am a Christian
{Augshurg  Puhblishing  House,
1930} .

We are not here concerned to
dispute Dr. Elliott's nssessment of
the neoProtestant mood in the con-
ciliar movement. We do wish (o
note, however, the remarkahle in-
gtability and inconsistency of this
peumenical temperament. Eager for
convergence with the Roman Catho-
lic Church, these ecumenists remain
utterly silent over the dogma of an
infallible pope while they despise
an |merrant Bible, even depicting
this view as demonic.—Editor in
Christianity Today, March 3, 1967.

Exploring space in order o
lunch deadly weapons against wn-
friendly nations, or to claim addi-
tional territory for ourselves would
be antlreligious, but sesking to
learn the secrets of the universe is
o naturs] expression of the blessed
curiosity God has given all of us.
—T. Oito Mall in Together, March,
|67,

March 21, 1967

BISHOP OTTO DIBELIUS DIES;
RENOWNED
LUTHERAN LEADER

Berlin, Germany ({LC)—Rishop
Otto Dibelius, known as one of the
world's forthright and consistent
defenders of Christian rights
against totalitarian oppression, died
at his home in West Berlin on Janu-
ary 31. He was 86 years old.

The renowned churchman had
been il for two weeks with erysipe-
lag, an inflammation of the skin,
which partly paralyzed his face

Prior to his retirement as Bishop
of the Evangelica Church of
Herlin-Brandenburg in April 1966,
he was the oldest officinting Ger-
man Protestant bishop,

Because of a serious heart con-
dition, Bishop Dibelius had not
been actlve in the church since
Movember 1965 Hs preached his
last sermon as Biahop of Berlin on
Eanster Sundoy last April in West
Berlin's Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial
Church,

SWEDRISH TEACHERS FAVOR
RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION

Stockholm (LWF) —A pesalution
passed here by Sweden's Christian
Teachers' Association put the
11,000-member  organization  on
pecord as favoring continued reli-
gious (nstruction in all schools.

Ta counter ArgUmMEnts agamnst
religious instroction, the group
clted a recent survey which indi-
cated that an overwhelming majori-
ty of the population favors the
practice.

The teschers made clear that the
instruction should be objective and
free from sectarian pressure.

HONG KONG AUTHORITIES
BURN TONS OF NARCOTICS

Hong Kong (LWF)—Confisca-
tion and destruction aof five tons of
narcotics by authorities hers was
hailed by a Lutheran official as a
major advance in an accelerating

campaign againgt addiction.

The Rev. K. L. Stumpf, Lutheran
World Federation senior répreéssn-
tative in the colony, called atlen-
tion to the recent burning of
several bags of opium, heroln, and
morphine in o new government
incinerator,

With police and government of-
ficials watching the drugs vanish
in 2000-degree  heat were Mr
Stumpf, who is education and pub-
licity chaleman for the Action Come-
mittes Apainst Marcotics, and
other churchmen active in the
anti-drug campaigr.

The occasion, the LWF official
stated, again poinied out that drig
addiction “i# one of the most se
rious social problems in the over-
crowded refuges area of Hong

Kong.”

SISTER LILLIE MARIE
NUMMEDAL

Sister Lillie Marie Nummedal,
who died in February, was bormn In
Kenyon, Minn, She had been a resi-
dent of Minneapolis, Minn., for 27
vears. Most recently she had lived
at Luther Hall, Ebenerer Home.

She was commissioned at the Lu-
theran Deasconess Home and Hos-
pital, Minneapolis, in 1910 and
gerved as a deaconess in a Lutheran
orphanage in Washington and the
Bethesda Home for the Aged, Will-
mar, Minn, before returning 1o
Minneapolis in 1940 to reside at
Lutheran Deaconess Home and Hos-
pital,

Survivors include nine sisters,
Mrs, Agnes Herheim, Mrs. Opal
Moe and Sara Mummedal Minnea-
polis, Mrs. Hannah Bender, Mevis,
Minn.,, Mrs, Loura Asper, Canton,
5 Dak., Mrs, Valborg Ewvanson,
Samta Cruz Calif., Mrs. Stella Bly,
Taipel, Formosa, Mrs, Esther Lee,
Menomonie, Wis., and Mrs Elsle
Gulsath, Hemet, Caklif.

Burial was In Sunset Memorial
Park cemetery, Minneapolis.

Blessed be her memaory.

Poge Fifteen



EASTERN MNORTH DAKOTA DISTRICT

Partland, Merth Dakata

g:30
950
1040
11:10

2,00

March 29-31

BIBLE COMNFERENCE

Rev. Hans J. Tellefson, Pastor

Text: Colossians 32115

Wednesday, March 29
8:00 pm. Evanpelistlc mesaage by Pastor Tevpve Dahle

Thursday, March 30

Devations: Oscar Paterson

“"Fale and Fortune by Assorciation,”" Dr, Iver Olson

Coffee Break

Message by Pastor Taollefson
MWoon dinner served at church
“The Ecumenical Movement,”

Pastor F. B. Monseth

250 Coffee Break

310 “Chonge Your Atiire,” Dr, Olson
4:15 District Business Meeting

530 Supper Hour

B} Spenker: Pastor Ernest Langness

Friday, March 31
930 Devotions

&50 “Fresd To Be Slaves™

1040  Coffes Break

D, Cl=on

110 Message by David Molstire
Meals will be served by the ladies of the parish and lodging

will be provided as needed.
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Directory of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations

OFFICERS
Pregdem
Aev. Jobkn P, Strand
3100 E Madicine Laks Blwid
IMinn

10 E. Medicine Lake Blvd.

Mirmeapalis, Minn
CO-0ORDIMATING COMBMITTEE
i bz P i

Rev. Juling Hermunslie

Spacer, Minn

P, (v, Erichson

I’I.-iu]iﬂ-‘ In.

ASSOCIATION SCHOOLS

Board aof Trusioes
Prevident
Prol, Gearge Sabarg
6616 Parilamd Ave. 5
Minneapalis, Minn.

Secre

Aav. Huglen

Healyn, 5. Dak.
Acting Dheen of Free Lutheron
Seriiraary

D, fver Olson

310 E Medicine Lake Blwd

i, Minn.

Acting Dean of the Bibls School
Rav. Joks P, Sirand
o E Hu&dm Lake Blvd
Minneapalis, Minn

WORLD AMND HOME MISSIONS
Chatrman

Mlr. Robert Kot

McVille, N, Dhak,

M Ray Mehagen
r
Grafiem, M. Da
Dliraciaor
Rew. Harold B, Schaler
112 West Milner Ave
DeKalk, TI1.

PUBLICATIONS AMD PARISH
EDUCATION

(Chnrdrman
Raw F-ﬂ_'ﬂ'l-ld‘ll Husglen
Fosiyn, 8 D
Secritary
Mes. Vernom R H:Lﬁ:\n
1909 11th Ave
Gerand Forks, N' Dak
Erecutive Secrelary of Parich
Fid e ey
Mre. David C, Hanson
7632 Harriet Ave. 5
Minreapolls, Minn

STEW ARDSHIP
Ot
Dir. Iver Dilman
i E DMedicine Lake Blwd
Minneapslie, Minn
Seerddar
B, T, F. Dakle
1603 N. Fafth 5t
Fargo, N. Dak.

YOUTH BOARD
t'.h.i.l'r.rmn
Rer. Jay G, Erickson
Hadclifte, 1n

Secretary

hir. Fobert Lee
i E Medicine Lake Blvd,

Minmeapolis, Minn,

BOARD OF PENSIONS
Prestdenr
Mre Eldor Sorkness
Sand Creek, Wii
Secrefary
Rov. (2, H. 8§

Fiise River, Minn,

WIOMEN'S MISSIDMARY
FEDERATIOMN
Pregiderr
Mre Herbert W, Presteng
{'rl[tnn M. Dak

e 11, C. Maletre
Dakten, Minn
"birs. Martin Kansterlin
Foiate 1
Willmar, Minn

LUTHER LEAGUE FEDERATION
Acting Presidem
Mr. Gary Skramstad
110 E Medicios Lake Blvd
Minneapalia, Minn
Neérry
Mliss Kathy Ross
Cloguet, Minn
Troasnurer
5y, Paul Haugren
Hi0 E Medicing Lake Blvd
Minneapelis, Minn




