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~ \ AccordiNg to tlte Word 
"BUT WHAT IF ... ?" 

I Corinthians 15:17 

The human mind is a beautifully 
constructed mechanism-so intri­
cate that scientists tell us that we 
normally use only a fraction of its 
capacity. And yet, if we center our 
efforts to understand the Bible truth 
simply on the basis of "reason", 
our Christian experiences will be 
geared only to the question "But 
what if . ?" Especially as con­
cerns the miraculous facts of which 
"our faith" is made. 

We hear many messages in this 
Easter season which cause us to 
joy and rejoice, because we know 
that our Savior lives! And this is 
as it should be-of all people we 
should be the most happy because 
"we serve a risen Savior, He's in 
our hearts today." 

But has this thought ever tempt­
ed you? "But what if Christ didn't 
rise?" Immediately we are plunged 
into a blackness by that dark as­
sumption. Truly this is the dark­
est road that anyone can travel 
in this life, and there are those who 
willingly travel this bleak way. Let 
us, by way of contrast, travel this 
way with the Apostle Paul, so that 
we may better appreciate the joy­
ous Easter messages which we hear. 

What is the first thing we find 
along this dismal road? "Our 
preaching is vain." Our English 
word "preaching" could better be 
translated here into "proclaiming," 
made to a crowd of assembled peo­
ple. In the days before our modern 
news media there were "walking 

newspapers," or heralds, who pro­
claimed the news. The Apostle Paul 
regarded himself as a herald of King 
Jesus Christ. 

Think of this herald trudging the 
open highways of the world carry­
ing the Gospel which told of a mar­
velous conquest of sin and the 
grave. Often faced with hostility, 
persecution, and suffering. even the 
menace of death; just to sound forth 
his proclamation. This herald went 
to Antioch, Ephesus, Philippi, Ath­
ens, Corinth-yet, according to this 
dark assumption, the Lord lies dead 
in the grave! 

Let us walk a little further down 
that gloomy road. "If Christ hath 
not been raised .. . your faith is 
vain." The Apostle is writing to that 
little band of believers whose home 
is in Corinth. These folks had lis­
tened to the herald and had put 
their faith in his Lord. They rested 
their souls in Christ and had gone 
about Corinth rejoicing in their 
Savior's love. They faced anything 
and everything in their unshaken 
confidence in the risen Lord. And 
yet- and yet, "if Christ hath not 
been raised," their security was an 
idle dream. 

And so it is with the faith of 
the Christian of today. "If Christ 
hath not been raised . . . ye are yet 
in your sins." Slaves who have 
heard their emancipation proclama­
tion have learned that they were 
victims of a horrible hoax! But "if 
Christ hath not been raised," it is 
only a fanciful freedom; we are 
walking ... pitiable victims of a col-

ossal delusion! 
Still further down the darksome 

road we go. "If Christ hath not been 
raised," says the Apostle Paul, 
"then those who have fallen asleep 
in Christ Jesus have perished, after 
alL" Yes, "if Christ hath not been 
raised, we believers are of all men 
most to be pitied." If Christ be dead, 
the universe is empty. 

But we must also look at the 
Apostle when he returns from that 
black path, to the spring light of 
the resurrection. "But now is Christ 
risen from the dead!" Historic fact 
is against the dark assumption we 
have been pursuing. Spiritual ex­
perience, regenerated lives are 
against it. Every one of the chilling 
issues which we've mentioned is en­
tirely reversed. 

Our proclamation is not in vain! 
Our faith is not vain! It gives us 
vital connections with the living 
Lord. As believers, we are not in 
our sins; we are emancipated chil­
dren of grace. Believers in Christ 
Jesus, you are the companions and 
brothers of the Lord. You have ac­
cess to unlimited grace, strength, 
and fellowship because, as He lives, 
we can draw on Him and His grace 
day by day. 

May the Lord who raised up 
Christ from the dead, so grant us 
joy in the assurance of our living 
Savior, that day by day we may 
grow more \ike Him. 

May your Easter truly radiate the 
living Savior in spite of your hu­
man frailties. 

Hubert F. DeBoer 

The Lutheran Ambassador is published biweekly (except the first issue of August) by the Association of 
Free Lutheran Congregations, 3110 East Medicine Lake Blvd., Mpls., Minn. 55427. Rev. Raynard Huglen, Ros­
lyn, South Dakota 57261, is the editor. Subscription price is $2.50 per year in advance. Subscriptions should be 
sent to The Lutheran Ambassador, 3110 East Medicine Lake Boulevard, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55427. Sec­
ond-class postage paid at Minneapolis, Min. 
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The trials of a post-Easter trip by a Canadian home mission pastor, 

GOD WILLING 
(The Edito r's late fathe r re­

counted this story from the 1930's 
in the Kristelig Folkekalender of 
J 938. The automobile was a Model 
A and the setting was south central 
Saskatchewan, north of Regina, 
provincial capital. ) 

You are not always so sure when 
you start out whether you shall be 
able to meet your appointments 
even for Easter services, and one 
week after Easter, at that. 

I started out one Saturday after­
noon fo r P-, about 60 miles away. 
where I was to conduct Easter serv­
ices Sunday at 11 a.m. I had planned 
on getting there Saturday night. 
But when I had driven a few miles 
out of town, the Ford started to 
make a loud and strange noise and 
all of a sudden it stopped. I started 
it and drove up to a farmhouse 
belongi ng to one of my parishion­
ers. The hired man was at home, 
and he knew something about 
Fords. " It needs oiling," he said, 
and so he put a good dose of oil 
and grease into it, and now it was 
going to run fine, he thought. And 
it really seemed a little better, as 
it ploughed through mud, ice, and 
snow for a few miles. 

I had to back up one place where 
I had to leave the road on account 
of snow, and the car slid into a 
shallow ditch with one rear wheeL 
Stuck! t had forgotten my shovel 
at home, which I brought ove r to 
the garage purposely- and so I 
went over to a farmhouse to bor­
row a shovel and to get some help, 
I met a short man and his taller 
wife, who were trying to build a 
fire from damp wood. She was a bit 
cross and murmured that people 
ought not to be out on such roads. 
They had juSt now helped one out 
of the drifts over by the trees. I told 
her that I had my appointments to 
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meet tomorrow. I shoveled some 
snow away and got the car loose 
without any fu rther assistance. But 
as I passed by their yard, a coupe 
was stuck by the trees. I do not 
know how long it stood there, for 
we went on, but the roads were 
anything but good. 

When I had driven about ten 
miles fu rther, the same old noise 
was heard again. It was a grinding 
sound, and the car stopped several 
times with short interva ls. It was 
getting dark, too, and I reached for 
the light switch, but alas! this was 
torn off! I hailed a ru nabout car 
and got the information that there 
was a mechanic about two miles 
away. I could follow right after 
them to the place. But this was 
easier sai d than done. as the grind­
ing sound was heard again, and the 
Ford got the bad habit of stopping. 
The runabout soon got out of s ight 
and darkness reigned about me. I 
took the wrong road into the farm 
place and thus the Ford landed 
across a ditch. It was out of ques­
tion to reach town, and especia ll y 
without lights, so I qu ickly decided 
to stay overn ight at the farmhouse. 

It soon appeared that the "me­
chanic" there did not know much 
more about a Ford than most of us 
do, so nothing could be done. Up­
stairs in the room where I slept I 
not iced a Bible lying on a table. 
And it also seemed to have been 
used. In the morning afte r we had 
left the breakfast table, a young 
man in his twent ies took his Bible 
and read a portion of Scripture. and 
whi le we all kneeled down, he of­
fered up prayer, also fo r the minis­
ters who were to preach the gos­
pel today. It did my heart a lot of 
good to hear this. They were Naz­
arenes, I believe. This is something 
to think about for our Lutheran 

people. 
After the hour of devotion, Mr. 

Ruyan (so was his name) hooked 
my Ford behind his and pu lled me 
into town, a distance of eight miles. 
The roads were icy and muddy in 
places, but we managed to get 
through without being stuck more 
than once or twice. A mechanic was 
summoned, who soon started to 
take diagnosis of the Ford by run­
ning it around a litt le. "Internal 
troubles. It will take t ill Monday 
noon at least to fix it." I phoned to 
N.N. that they must come to get 
me. Yes, they were comi ng right 
away. 

I went over to Centra! to call 
p- over the long distance. "Yes, 
thi s is Mr. 5-." I have had trouble 
with my Ford and cannot come to­
day. "Too bad! The house is filled 
with people waiting for you," says 
Mr. S.-. I sha ll try to be there 
tomorrow. The thought came to me 
that when you announce services it 
is always safe to add, God willing. 

I enjoyed a good dinner at N-s 
(Casper alld Mabel Narum, Simp­
son, Sasl~., children at pioneer LFC 
Pastor Carl S. Narum-Ed.) and 
conducted services in Nordal School 
at the scheduled time. I was very 
happy at being able to proclaim the 
gospel of the crucified and risen 
Savior to these friends also. I re­
ceived a phone call from the gar­
age that it would take most of the 
next day, too, to get the car 
ready. They had to send to Regina 
for repairs, etc. We then decided 
to hail the bus which ru ns close 
by the N-s home, and that went 
fine . I got off at P- and caught 
a ride with a neighbor out to Mr. 
S- s home. People gathered for 
services again the second time. And 
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I HAVE A 
QUESTION 

Question: Can we say that the 
JAugsburg Confession is a man-made 
confession? 

Answer: We certainly can. But 
the complete answer is not so sim­
ple as all that. 

The Bible is the source of our 
faith , but not a statement of our 
faith . Jesus Christ had been teach­
ing His disciples for some time; then 
one day He turned to them with 
the question: "Who do you say 
that I am?" Peter answered, "You 
are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God" (Matt. 16: 15, 16). This an­
swer was a confession , and a man­
made one at that-though the Holy 
Spirit inspired him. In the Bible 
God tells us a story, gives laws and 
makes promises. Then it is as 
though He turns to us and says, 
"Now you tell the story in your 
own words." Every Christian should 
be able to give an account of the 
faith that is in him, and when he 
does, it is a confession. A confes­
sion is a human response to a di­
vine declarat ion, The Apostles' 
Creed is a confession, though it is 
not found in those very words in 
the Bible; yet the statements it 
makes are taken from the Scrip­
tures. 

The Augsburg Confession is 
based on the Scriptures, but ex­
pressed in other words than the 
exact words of the Bible. It is a 
more complete summary of what 
the Bible teaches than the Apostles' 
Creed is. Even so, it does not ex­
haust the Scriptures, for the Bible 
contains more. Yet it is a consis­
tent and rather comprehensive sum­
mary of what the Scriptures teach 
on the points that are treated, such 
as God, sin, justification, and so 
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forth. We adhere to it, not insofar 
as, but inasmuch as, it is a true 
statement of what the Bible teach-

". 
We may ask a person wha t he 

believes, and if he says t hat he 
believes what the Bible teaches, we 
may not be sure what he believes. 
There are so many man-made in­
terpretations of the Bible. But if he 
proceeds to tell us that he believes 
that God has created us, that the 
Son died for us, and that the Holy 
Spirit convicts us of sin and drives 
us to Christ, we know more speci­
fically what he believes. He could 
tell us more, and all of it would be 
a response from his own heart as 
to what he has learned from the 
Word of God. 

Quest ion : Would it not be more 
Scriptural to use the word "Bish­
op" in deSignat ing an officer of 
the church than the term "Presi ­
dent"? 

Answer: It would. The word 
"president" is a secular term. Gen· 
eral Motors has a president, so also 
has a local dairy association. The 
term "bishop" is found in several 
places in the New Testament and 
refers to the general overseer of a 
church. In one instance it refers 
to Christ (I Pet. 2:25). But in this 
same verse Christ is also spoken of 
as Shepherd, and pastors are shep­
herds , too. So this should not bother 
us too much. Many churches use 
the term "bishop" to deSignate the 
chief officer of the church. This in­
cludes Lutheran churches, too, par­
ticularly in Europe. In America 
most Lutherans use "president." 

There is, however, the question 
of usage to consider. It is possible 

that "bishop" may have quite an­
other connotation in America today 
than it had in other days and at 
other places. "Bishop" may cause 
us to think of a church official who 
has reached the topmost rung on 
the ladder of ecclesiastical advance­
ment so that he is far removed from 
the common people. Americans are 
democratic and tend to frown upon 
extreme officialdom. Perhaps this 
may be the reason for the hesitation 
to use the term which in itself is 
so honorable. 

If we were consistent in revert­
ing to Biblical usages we should 
possibly have to call our mission­
aries "apostles," our church wel­
fare workers "deacons" and their 
wives "deaconesses." Our theolo­
gians should be called "divines"­
as the writer of Revelation is desig­
nated in the King James Bible, but 
a diviner is also a conjurer. The 
term "pastor" should not be used 
for an ordained clergyman whose 
sale occupation is to be treasurer 
for his synod or proofreader in the 
church's department of publication. 
Nor should it be used if he teaches 
in a Bible school; such a one has no 
pasture, only a corral. And so on. 

Iver B. Olson 

(Address all questions to Dr. lver 
B. Olson, 3IlO E. Medicine Lake 
Blvd., Minneapolis, Minnesota 
55427.) 

THREE CHURCHES VOTE 
AFFILIATION WITH THE AFLC 

At annual meet ings in January, 
the following congregations voted 
to affiliate with the Association of 
Free Lutheran Congregations: 

Spruce Lutheran Church, Roseau, 
Minn. 

Norland Lutheran Church , Salol, 
Minn. 

Rose Lutheran Church, Roseau, 
Minn. 

All three churches are of Luther­
an Free Church background and 
were a part of the Roseau Lutheran 
parish. 
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THE LUTHERAN DOCTRINE OF 

BAPTISM 
Matt. 28:18-20 

by Pastor A. L. Hokanson 
Faith, S. Oak. 

Part 1 

W E often think and speak of 
our relationships with each 

other and with other people . We 
treasure these relationships. Yet 
the one relationship which we 
should cherish above all is too often 
disregarded. That is our relationship 
with our Father in Heaven. 

God's relat ionship to us is that of 
LOVE. That love is aptly expressed 
in John 3: 16 as a cumulative ex· 
pression of God's affection for us, 
actively shown since the fall of 
Adam and Eve. It has found ex­
pression in the various covenants 
God made with the Patriarchs, 
especially with Abraham and re­
newed periodically with his de­
scendants. It is amazing to see the 
deep plan of God unfolding for the 
salvation of mankind in the cov­
enant relationships He instituted. 

One of these is the rite of circum­
cision, culminating in the Christian 
doctrine of Baptism. As we look 
into God's Word, we find in its 
depths the paths and beauty of 
God's care for His own in using out­
ward and visible means to convey 
His truths of spiritual and eternal 
values to the embodiment of His 
Church. Too often these outward 
means have been misinterpreted 
due to lack of knowledge of God's 
Word and an honest effort and de­
sire to sift and be sifted by t hat 
wonderful Word. As we search and 
are searched by His Word, may the 
Holy Spirit be our Gu ide and Sancti­
fier to lead us into His eternal 
truths as He has promised. 

To ascertain the real basis of 
Christian Baptism, we must then 
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look carefully into the background 
of God's covenant-relationship with 
His people, because Holy Baptism 
is a covenant relationship with God. 
The word "covenant" in the He­
brew means primari ly "a cutting," 
referring to the custom of cutting 
or dividing animals in two and pass­
ing between the parts in ratifying 
an agreement (Gen. 15 and Jer. 
34: 18-19). It is also transla ted 
"testament." In its Biblical mean­
ing, it is an agreement (covenant) 
between God and man, such as 
when God covenanted with Noah 
after the flood that a like judgment 
would not be repeated. The princi­
pal covenants are the covenant of 
works, God promising to save and 
bless men on condition of their per­
fect obedience (the Law) , and the 
covenant of Grace, or God's prom­
ise to save men on condition of 
their believing in Christ and re­
ceiving Him as their Master and 
Savior. The first is called the Old 
Covenant or Old Testament and 
the second is called the New Cov­
enant or New Testament. 

When God makes a covenant 
with His people, it is for the def­
inite purpose of furthering their 
enlightenment of Him and His 
love. He wants them to grow in 
their knowledge of Him. He always 
reveals Himself according to t heir 
capacity to receive (Mk. 4: 24). So 
their knowledge of Him is depend­
ent on their obedience to His voice 
and leading. This is still true today 
in the Christian Church because we 
have His Word in its fullest expres­
sion in Jesus Christ. So in prepara­
tion for His coming, He gave, 
among other covenants: 

I. The Covenant of Circumcision. 

We must never forget that sin 
separates from God. And that 

separation had to be eliminated for 
man to be saved. Preparing for that 
eventual event, God made many 
preparations, one of them the rite 
of circumcision. 

God's covenant with Abraham 
was augmented with a sign, the ri te 
of circumcision, Genesis 17: 10-14, 
of which verse 12 reads, "And he 
t ha t is eight days old shall be cir­
cumcised among you, every man­
child in your generations", etc., or 
as we read in Leviticus 12: 3, "And 
in the eighth day the flesh of his 
foreskin sha ll be circumcised." All 
who desired to partake with Abra­
ham in the security, hope, and hap­
piness of having God as their God 
were to submit to circumcision 
(Gen. 17: 13). Its spiritual interpre­
tation is (1) Separation, Acts 11 : 2-
3 and Acts 10:45; (2) Purity, Josh. 
5:8,9 and (3) Obedience, Gen. 17: 
23-27. This sign was to determine 
who were to be included in the cov­
enant (Gen. 17: 10). Thus this be­
came the chief sacrament of the 
old covenant to represent to t he eye 
the renunciation of the old life 
(Jer. 4: 4), and the birth of a new 
life which we have by union with 
Jesus Christ, in t he covenant of 
Baptism in the new dispensation. 

The lesson of circumcision is 
therefore an old one , and this sign 
was given rather tha n any other 
that it might be recognized that hu­
man nature is unable to generate it s 
own Savior and that origina l sin 
must be covered to come into fel­
lowship with a Holy God, and that 
this cleansing is accomplished in in­
fant baptism. The Lord was thus 
recognizing the principle of inborn 
sin (Ps. 51: 5) in the spiritual im­
plication of the rite (Gen . 17: 14; 
Lev. 26: 41; and In . 7: 22-23). 

So, from the earliest awakening 
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of inborn sin, the cleansing of hu­
man nature was to be bestowed 
upon the child. The Lord thus used 
a ceremony known to surrounding 
peoples for its wholesome effect 
and constituted it for Abraham and 
His seed. (Gen. 17: 10: a symbol of 
an analogeus fact; namely, the 
purification of sin at its fountain­
head, the cleansing of the evil 
nature with which we all are 
born.) The Hebrews regarded it as 
a symbol of spiritual grace as is at­
tested to in Leviticus 26: 41, speak· 
ing of "an uncircumcised heart"; 
also in Deuteronomy 10: 16, "Cir· 
cumcise therefore the foreskin of 
your heart. and be no more stiff­
necked"; a lso in Deuteronomy 30: 6, 
"The Lord, thy God, will circumcise 
thy heart," etc., and in Jeremiah 4:4, 
"Circumcise yourselves to the Lord, 
and take away the foreskins of 
your heart, ye men of Judah," etc. 

That God, in selecting this an­
cient rite to be the sign of His cov­
enant in the flesh of Abraham and 
his seed, had regard to the deep 
spiritual meaning of the rite is ex· 
plicitly declared in Romans 4: 11, 
which states, "And he [Abraham] 
received the sign of Circumcision, a 
seal of the righteousness of the faith 
which he had yet being uncircum· 
cised; that he might be the fa ther 
of all them that believe," etc. 

Thus we clearly see that circum­
cision had reference not only to 
Israel as a nation, but a lso to the 
above spiritual truth. So Paul ex· 
claims in Philippians 3: 3, "We are 
the circumcision who worship by 
the spir it of God and glory in Christ 
Jesus and have no confidence in the 
flesh." And so also we see this 
cleansing has its fulfillment in in· 
fant baptism. For the Lord told 
Abraham that the act shou ld take 
place on the eighth day after birth. 
The Egyptians circumcised their 
sons between the ages of six and 
ten years and the Mohammedans 
between the ages of twelve and 
fourteen. The fundamental idea of 
circumcision, then, was the thought 
of physical purification. Even medi­
cal authorities today advocate it be­
cause of the real hygienic value. 
However, God took it and gave it 
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a spiritual meaning, culminating in 
infant baptism in the new dispensa· 
tion . The reason why the Lord sig· 
nified the eighth day for the rite is 
especially pertinent and enligten­
ing as we sense the spiritual and 
eternal significance of the rite. 
Specifying the eighth day shows 
God's infinite mercy. If delayed be· 
yond infancy or early childhood, the 
operation coud be dangerous. So in 
infant baptism. we enjoin this grace 
that they also may have spiritual 
life and really live, to be born anew 
(John 3: 3- 5) . 

Therefore, it seemed good to the 
Lord to carve in the flesh of His 
people an unmistakable reminder of 
that holy relationship into which 
they had entered. It was faithfully 
maintained among Abraham's de· 
scendants. Moses was not permitted 
to take up his work while his son 
was uncircumsised (Ex. 4:24-26). 
The Israelites were not permitted 
to enter the promised land until 
they had submitted to this rite. 
(Josh . 5: 2-9, John 7: 22-23) . But 
why did the Lord select the eighth 
day? There is a symbolic signifi· 
cance. The eighth day, which is the 
first day of the week, is symbolic of 
the new creation in which all who 
believe shall be restored in redemp­
tion through Christ. This thought 
finds fullest expression in Christ's 
resurrection on the first day, or 
the day after the seventh day, 
which is the eighth day. We also 
note in the Mosaic dispensation, in 
the law of cleansing, the sacrifice 
was to be offered on the eighth 
day (Lev. 15: 14 and 29). The 
priestly cleansing of the leper was 
on the eighth day (Lev. 14: 10). 
The cleansing of the Nazarite was 
on the eighth day (Num. 6: 10). 
And the feast for closing the Feast 
of Tabernacles was on the eighth 
day (Lev. 23:36). So we see that 
the eighth day of the old dispensa­
tion finds its fulfillment in the 
eighth day of the new, the first day 
of the week, which is Sunday. Thus 
the Lord revea ls His deep plan to be 
fulfilled in the new dispensation. 

To summarize: God enjoins Ab­
raham to use circumcision on the 
eighth day after birth as the sign of 

the convenant between them. This 
was a sign, evidence and assurance, 
both of the blessing and promise of 
God in the coming Messiah from 
the loins of Abraham, who was to 
be the Father of His people in par­
don for their sins and cleansing, 
through this rite, and also of their 
obligation to believe in this Messiah 
and serve Him as new creatures, 
which is signified by their accept­
ance of this ordinance. Just as en· 
trance to this covenant in the Old 
Testament was through the rite of 
circumcision on the eighth day, so 
in the New Testament the entrance 
into the Kingdom of Christ was to 
be through infant baptism. Though 
the words infant or adult are not 
specified, infants are especially re­
ferred to, to receive this blessing. 

[To be continued] 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

It was with some misgivings and 
heavy hearts that we read the ar· 
ticle by Howard A. Kuhnle in the 
February 7 issue of The Lutheran 
Ambassador, especial1y the latter 
part of the two following sentences: 
"In addition, the woman had been 
divorced twice and the man once. 
This alone was a big obstacle, al· 
though I have married people who 
have been divorced, as nearly all 
ministers have" (emphasis is the 
writer's) . 

Hope this will not have to be 
said about the pastors of our As· 
sociation. Pastors must realize that 
there is somewhat of an encourage­
ment to a man or v.,roman to be 
united with a divorced person when 
pastors practice such marrying. 
Even that could be a reason for 
some professing Christian to toy 
with such an idea. It should be clear 
to a ll of us what God's will is in 
such a matter when we read Matt. 
19: 8, 9; Mark 10: 2-12; and Luke 
16: 18. 

Only our God knows how close 
we are to the Day of Jesus Christ. 
(Matt. 24: 36-39). 

Names Withheld (2) 
Minnesota 

(Editor's Note: See the editorial 
"The Divorce Question" on page 9.) 
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Mrs. Melvin Wa lla 
Thief River Falls, Minn. 

How often haven't the children 
come running into the kitchen with 
the above question to Mother! 
"Oh, something good," is the reply 
of most mothers. It seems there 
are a lways hungry mouths to feed. 
Sometimes we wonder as they grow 
a little older if t here shouldn't be 
a limit once. And so we go on, 
eating, eating, eating. Why? Well, 
to live, of course, and sometimes it 
takes a heap of eating to live. 

I am thinking today of the Chris­
tian mother and her children. If we 
must feed them so much to live 
physically, what about their spir­
itual lives? Our lives as mothers 
and Christians should be the sweet 
aroma of Christ poured forth in a 
way that our children would be 
hungry and ask, "What's for today 
from God's bread basket." They 
should be able to see in our lives 
the t ru st and confidence in the One 
we talk to them about. They should 
see t hat the Word is a very im­
portant part of our spiritual food, 
and prayer our s piritual refreshing, 
as well as the fellowship with oth­
e r believers. Surely we want moth­
ers who will feed their children 
well with the phySical food, but 
a re we so anxious to feed the heav­
enly manna o r are we going to 
leave that to the Sunday school 
teacher and the pastor? Are the Bi-
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ble and the devotional book a part 
of the setting at the breakfast ta­
ble? Or a re we in such a hurry we 
do not have time for them? Ought 
we not to organize our household 
in such a way that this is possible? 
Dietitians tell us that our breakfast 
is the best meal of the day and not 
one to be skipped. What about the 
feeding of the Word, ought not that 
be more important? Ought we not 
feed ou r souls at the beginning of 
the day in order to have protec· 
tion against all the fiery darts of 
the evi l one? How good, too, to be 
able to end the day with the Word 
and prayer as we lay our lives 
agai n before God and t hank Him 
for a ll He has done for us. "Man 
shall not live by bread a lone, but 
by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God" (Matt. 4: 4). 

We have God's promise in His 
Word that if we "train up a child 
in the way he should go-when he 
is old he will not depart from it" 
(Prov. 22:6) . How good to know 
that t he promises of God hold even 
at a t ime when the forces of dark­
ness are battling for the souls of ou r 
children as they grow up and go 
out into the world. Oh, might the 
aroma of our lives and the Christian 
home always be felt in their lives . 
How many have tried to run away 
from the t ies of a Christian home 
and into a world of sin, which looks 
so allu ring, only to find that a moth-

er's prayers are following them 
wherever they go. 

I think today of all t he women 
in our WMF. Many are busy feed­
ing little faces and answering many 
"whys" and "what fors ," but may 
we never become too busy to take 
time to feed them the living Word, 
and that it might have the sweet 
fragrance of Christ to draw them 
to Himself while they are tender 
and easily formed. May we as par­
ents liVe for the things of eternity 
in order that our children may see 
us as mere clay in the Master's 
hands. 

Mother, t he re is joy in knowing 
that you have been faithfu l in these 
things-not that any of us do all 
we should be doing-but to know 
that in these formative years our 
children have experienced individ­
ually a true commitment to Jesus 
and have a hunger and thirst for 
the things of God. Then as they 
grow older and go out into a world 
of wickedness, let us remember that 
the love of Christ hedges them 
about and follows them wherever 
they go, to break down the strong­
holds of Satan in their lives. The 
Lord is able to keep to the end 
those who follow Him and are led 
by Hi s Spirit. God is faithful to His 
Word. Let us, too, claim that if we 
have wayward sons and daughters 
who once knew the goodness of 
God in their lives. The Lord is able 
to bring them back into the fold 
also. 

Three new sets of "My Mission­
ary for a Day" slides avai lable to 
WM F Societies. 

1. Write Miss Eula Mae Swen­
son, 1609 Third Street, Fargo, 
Nort h Dakota 58102, for slides 
and script on all three mis· 
sionary families. 

2. Please ask for on ly one set 
of 20 slides at one time. 

3. May, October and January are 
the special months, but may 
be used at other times as well. 

4. Keep s lides and script togeth­
er and be prompt in return­
ing to Miss Swenson. 
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o ~!? SCHOOL 
~; NEVVS 
INTRODUCING OUR 
SEMINARY SENIORS 

"For the Almighty one has done 
great th ings for me; and holy is 
His name" (Luke 1:49). 

As I th in k of the transition in 
my life from railroad laborer to 
seminary senior I see that God 
planned and executed it all. Martin 
Luther, in the later days of his life, 
remarked: "God has led me like a 
blind horse," So a lso has He led 
me. Without t he assurance t hat He 
was preparing the way and lead­
ing me a long that way (as far as I 
am obedient) , 1 certainly would not 
enter the ministry. But where I am 
wea k He is strong and able. 

One of the great things He has 
done for me occurred on Dec. 27, 
1960, when I was united in mar­
riage with De lores Erickson, form­
erly of Sioux City. Iowa, and a 

graduate of the University of Min­
nesota College of Education. We 
moved to Duluth, Minn" where De­
lores taught school while I enrolled 
at the University there . I la ter 
transferred to St. Paul to study 
horticu lture in preparation for the 
nursery busi ness, which was my 
goal. Although T had no intention 
of entering the ministry God was 
preparing me with such basic 
courses as English, History, Philo­
sophy, Psychology, Sociology and 
Speech. 

When I had completed these and 
other basic requirements, God 
ca lled me into t he A.F.L.C. minis· 
try. 

Yes, when I look back I see on 
my part much sin and fa il ure. Bu t 
I can also see the hand of God at 
work, and this gives me confidence 
to go on with H is guidance and 
your prayers. Howard Kjos 

ASSOCIA nON LUTHERAN BIBLE SCHOOL 
COMPLETED CHOIR TOUR ITINERARY 

March 14-22, 1967 
March 14. 7:30 p.m. 51. Pau l's Lutheran Church 

Fargo, North Dakota 
March 15. 8,00 p.m . .... ... Zoar Lutheran Church 

Hampden, North Da kota 
March 16, 8:00 p.m . . ... ... . .. New Luther VaJley Luth. Church 

McVi lle, North Dakota 
March 17, 8:00 p.m. Grace Lutheran Church 

Valley City, North Dakota 
March 18, 8:00 p.m. Our Savior's Lu theran Church 

Thief River Falls, Minnesota 
March 19. 10:30 a.m, Roseau Free Lutheran Chu rch 

Roseau, Minnesota 
2:00 p.m. Bethania Lutheran Church 

Greenbush, Minnesota 
8:00 p.m . ....... Westaker Lutheran Church 

Newfolden, Minnesota 
March 20, 8:00 p.m. Mt. Carmel Lutheran Church 

Mcintosh, Minnesota 
March 21 , 8:00 p.m. Maple Bay Lu theran Church 

Maple Bay, Min nesota 
March 22, 8:00 p. m. Zion Lutheran Chu rch 

Da han, Minnesota 
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GOD WILLING 
[COfllln(le(l from page 3J 

t here were only two persons less 
than the previous day. My subject 
for the sermon waS: "What Bene­
fit Do We Have from the Resurrec­
tion of Christ?" according to Pon­
toppidan and Sverdrup. 

The bus was an hour and a half 
late at P-, so it took me unti l mid­
night before I got back to N-s. 
The next morning C. and M . took 
me into town to see how the Ford 
was. It was now a ll ready. The 
greater part of t he rear and the 
bea ri ngs had to be replaced. The re­
pair bill was between $25.00 and 
$30.00, which is not such a large 
sum of money, of course; but when 
you have very litt le of it with you, 
and hardly any at home, it is dif­
ferent. I borrowed some, and got a 
little lime on part of the bill after 
some deli beration. The garage-man 
had been "stung" a few times, so 
he did not trust most of them too 
well, he said. 

A little ways from the farm home 
where I borrowed the shovel, I no­
ticed the short man working hard 
to get his car out of the ditch. His 
" larger sized" wife was sta nd ing 
close by watching him. Now it was 
my turn to wonder why they were 
out on such bad roads, 

After being stuck once in a snow· 
drift , I came home a bit tired and 
exhausted, but otherwise O.K. 

As you will have noticed, I had 
all kinds of trouble on thi s tri p. 
But I was glad and thanked God on 
my way home because I had not 
had any accident or was hurt in 
any way. And that I happened to 
tear off the light switch with the 
sleeve of my overcoat evidently 
was also God's providence, as I 
might have attempted to reach town 
tha t evening and might have rui ned 
the Ford still more. 

So, then, after all , I am very 
much grateful to God that I can 
serve Him in the home mission 
field and bring the "glad tidings of 
great joy" as well as Hi s birth, suf· 
fering and res urrection to our pea· 
pie scattered around on these 
endless prairies and plai ns. 

R. J . Huglen 

The Lutheran Ambassador 



EDITORIALS 

THE DIVORCE QUESTION 

The Lutheran Ambassador today carries a letter 
to the editor (see page 6) which deals with the di­
vorce problem. It arises from the art icle "I Have Re­
fused to Marry Some People" by Rev. Howard A. 
Kuhnle printed in our Feb. 7, 1967, issue. 

What we write now is not going to be any "state­
ment" on the question of divorce and its twin prob­
lem, remarriage. As some of you will remember, a 
committee has been charged to present a report on the 
question to the Association. This committee was 
authorized by the Conference of 1964 in Va lley City. 
It was not ready to report in Minneapolis in 1965 and 
to our recollection the matter was not even mentioned 
last year at Thief River Falls, but we may be wrong. 

It is our hope that the committee will be ready 
to report to the Fargo Conference in June or at least 
that we may know when we can expect to hear the 
results of its work. 

Having said that, we will make several observa­
tions On the divorce-remarriage issue. First, Pastor 
Kuhnle, in his article, was speaking only for himself. 
There was no intention that he represented the feel­
ing of anyone of us or all of us. The article was 
printed to show how one man dealt with the prob­
lems he faced and to indicate that ministers do not 
perform all marriages that come their way, except 
for those unbelievable solicitors he mentioned. 

Second, divorce is always, always a tragic event. 
And doubly so if chi ldren are involved. We are sure 
that no one who has not personally been a party to 
one can really apprecia te what it means. 

In the next place, it has been our practice not to 
perform marriages of divorced persons. This position 
sometimes requires a certain amount of intestinal for · 
titude, too, but if a principle is a principle you learn 
to live with it. We have the feeling that the clergy of 
the Association as a whole represent a very conserv­
ative position on the question of remarriage. But 
there are no doubt some who would consider per-
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forming a weddi ng for the party they are assured was 
"least guilty" in a broken marriage. (Probably no pas­
tor anywhere, except for those solicitors, would ad­
mit to remarrying a "guilty" party, unless there had 
been a conversion exper ience.) Nothing that we say, 
or that the committee will say, will probably change 
the conviction of someone who looks upon this ques­
tion differentl y than we do. It is doubtful that one 
universal policy can be made obligatory on the pas­
tors, much as we might like to have it so. 

Then there is the matter of the divorced and/or 
remarried in our congregations and communities. 
Surely no one would propose that we turn our backs 
upon them even though for conscience' sake we could 
not have a part in their remarriage. They, too, need 
the Gospel and the mi nistry we can give them. They, 
too, must come to know the Lord's forgiveness and 
find a way to build a new life out of the ashes of ruin . 

Finally, we must do everything we can to save 
marriage and the wholeness of the home. We must 
impress on our young people the need for great care 
in choosing a partner, one whom they can without 
reservat ion pledge themselves to "until death do us 
part." And what awesome words these also are: "What 
therefore God has joined together, let no man put 
asunder." No wonder we can't take them lightly. 

BIBLE VERSIONS 

While we are at it, it may not be out of the way 
to br ing up the current status of another committee, 
that of the one on major Bible translations. Such a 
committee made a report to the Annual Conference of 
1965. 

The minutes of that conference sta te: "The report of 
the special committee on Bible Versions was read by 
Mr. Alvin Grothe. A motion was approved that this 
report be accepted for study." 

Some clarification is needed concerning the stand­
ing of this committee. The minutes do not say who 
is to study the report, although since the conference 
accepted it the congregat ions would seem to be meant. 
However, the impression lingers that the committee 
was to report again at the conference last June, but 
we have nothing to verify that conviction. 

And if the matter is dropped here we are quite sat­
isfied because as the situation exists, every person is 
free to use the translations he wishes and it is hard to 
imagine that any other course wou ld be ei ther right 
or available. 

But for the sake of the record it would be good 
to have a ruling as to the present status of the spe· 
cial committee on Bible versions. 

The report of the committee in 1965 is found on 
pages 43-45 of the Annual Report for that year. 
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Bi ble School 
Workshops 

It's that time of year when your prayers and thoughts are concerned with Daily 
Vacation Bible School, so the Committee on Parish Education is hoping to be of some 

help by presenting two Bible school workshops. We will be meeting at Zoar Lutheran 
Church in Hatton, North Dakota, on Saturday, April 15, and at Bethania Lutheran 

Church in Greenbush, Minnesota, on Sunday, April 16. Both workshops will be in ses­
sion from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

The afternoon will open with a worship service planned to correlate with one of 
the Bible school1essons. In the sessions that follow ideas w ill be offered for reaching 
more people through Bible school, and there will be teaching helps for every age group. 

Bible school materials from Scripture Press, Gospel Light, Augsburg, and Concor­
dia will be displayed as well as books and visual aids. 

Coffee will be served at the close of the afternoon. 

We th ink the afternoon would be worthwhile for pastors, superintendents, teach­
ers, and all who are interested in Parish Education. 

For those who live closer to Minneapolis we would like to suggest that you attend 
the Bible school workshop sponsored by the Evangelism Book Center on Saturday after­
noon, April 29. It will be held at St. Paul's Lutheran Church on 17th and Portland South 

and will offer much the same program as the workshops at Hatton and Greenbush. 

We're looking forward to serving you and ask that you please join us in praying 
for the workshops. 

Page Ten The Lutheran Ambassador 



Wasn't that strange that he thanked God he had bapt ized just a 
few of perhaps hundreds that had been saved under his preachi ng there? 
Had not the Lord commanded His disciples to go into the whole world 
and make disciples of a ll nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and the Son , and the Holy Ghost? (Matt, 28: 19, 20) .. ,., ..... , 

How could he thank God for not doing what he had been commissioned 
to do? Two reasons are men tioned: 

I. (Vs. 15) He was glad and thankful that he had not baptized any 
more of them because they had made it a matter of dispute, argument, 
contention and division, instead of a matter of unity among the believers. 
" If you are going to make it an issue, who baptized you, then I wish 
I had not baptized any of you." 

2. (Vs, 17) Christ had sent him especia lly to preach the Gospel 
and his assistants who were perhaps less quali fied to preach the Gospel 
were used to perform the rite of baptism. It was not that he considered 
it less im portant that he neglected to do it. Far from it. Read Acts 18: 8. 

Pau l's great ministry was to make Christ known, not wi th wisdom 
of words, lest the cross of Christ shou ld be made of none effect. He did 
not depend upon mere human oratory or rhetoric, but on the power of 
the Holy Spirit to make Christ real so people would be taken up with 
Him and not with His messengers. How does this compare with preach-
ing today? , . . . . . .. , , . , , . 

Too often people leave a service captivated by the personality or 
the eloquence of the speaker and they fa il to get the blessing of the 
message. 

A story is told of two men who visited London durin g the days of 
Charles Spurgeon. In the morning they went to a church where a very 
prominent pastor spoke. As they left the service, one said, "My, what 
a marvelous preacher." However, in the evening they went to hea r Spur­
geon, and as they left the tabernacle they were heard to remark , "My, 
what a wonderful Christ that man preached!" In the morning they saw 
a man; in the evening they sa w Christ. What a difference! 

When you give your testimony or preach, do people see you, or 
do they see Christ? 

WMF 

APRIL 

Lesson IV 

Read I Corinthians I : 10-17. 

After his genera l introduction, Pau l commences his letter by exhorting 
the Corinth ians to unity and brotherly love. For what does he reprove 
them? He had been informed about this condition 
in the church. He says in verse 11: " For it hath been declared unto me 
of you, my brethren, by them which are of the hou se of Chloe, that 
there are contentions among you." 

Contentions. What is that? 

This was a very serious matter, So he writes 
challenging way: " I beseech you brethren, by the 

to them in a real 
name of 

Jesus Christ." Through that wonderful name they had been 
our Lord 
saved by 

grace; in that name they had been enriched in aU thi ngs. How many 
times is the apostle repeating this name in the fi rst ten verses? ....... . 
He earnestly appea ls to them, that they for the sake of Jesus Christ 
should be of one mind-the mind of Christ. "Let this mind be in you, 
wh ich was also in Christ Jesus" (Ph il. 2:5). This is of supreme impor­
tance, for if the fe ll owshi p is split up, then the testimony is weakened. 
and Christ 's name is dishonored. 



"I appeal to you brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ"; 
if you have any regard for this dear and worthy name by which you 
are called, be of one mind. If you agree about this one great important 
truth, that you are saved alone through the name of Jesus Christ, that 
should exclude and extinguish all feuds and divisions about minor things. 
You are one in Christ-knit together by fai th and love in Him, so let 
no human names cause you to be divided. We are only ins truments that 
the Lord used to bring you to the saving knowledge of the truth. So be 

perfectly joined together (like the members of our body), for you are 
members of the body of Christ. 

Where do you find Scripture to verify this statement? ...... . 

What do you think is the main cause of contentions, strife, argu­
ing, wranglings and quarrels among the Christians today? (Prov. 13:10). 

Pride is an awful sin, deep-rooted and grounded in our fa llen na­
ture. God is against the proud, but He gives grace to the hu mble. Where 
do you find that? ............ . .. .. What is hu mility? . . .. . .. . . . . . 
One has given this definition: True humility is "u nconsc ious self­
forgetfulness." That's the best one I have seen yet. The self-forgetfu lness 
that is conscious , is, of course, the most acute, intense and subtle form 
of pride. 

Can you give me a real good description of a humble Christian? 
. . . . . . . . . . .............. . .... Maybe we should let Ludv ig 

Hope answer. He says: "A humble Christian is one who readily admits 
and con fesses his sins." God gives freely of His grace to a person like 

that. 

Notice also what Paul says in Philippians 2: 2, 3: "Fulfi l ye my 
joy, that ye may be Iikeminded, having the same love, being of one 
accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done through st rife or vain glory; 
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves." 
If that kind of spirit was prevclant among Christians, do you think 
there would be any quarreling or contention? 

What were they quarrel ing about? (vs . 12) ... . . ... ... .. . . . 

This wrangli ng became so serious that it split up the Christian 
fellowship in Corinth into four different parties. What an awful t ragedy! 
What a victory for Satan! 

One said, I am of Paul. He is the most learned and spiritual teacher, 
and he is also the founder of our church. The other said, No, I like 
Apollos, he is the most eloquent and gifted speaker. The third one said, 
No, I think Cephas is the best ; he is the apostle of circumcision; older 
and more experienced-he spea ks with authority. The fourth was for 
Christ only, and they were perhaps more carnal than any of the others. 
They went to the other extreme. They despised the other groups who 
were taken up with Peter, Paul and Apollos, and yet these were true 
servants of the Lord by whom they were led to Ch rist. Therefore 
they should have esteemed them highly for His sake. "No," they con­
tended, "we do not recognize any of you who are taken up with 
human names." They belonged to the "holier than thou" type. Have you 
ever encountered any from that crowd? They are the most conceited 
of all. 

Some people say, I don't believe there is anything to Christianity. 
Why do the Christians split up into so many groups? .Why can they 
never agree? They can not see that this is not the fa ult of Christianity, 
but a clear evidence of the corruption and depravity of human nature. 
It shows how far pride wi ll carry Christians in opposition to one another, 
even to the extent of setting Christ and His own apostles at variance, 
and making them rivals and competitors. 

So Paul condemns the action of alt of them by asking three striking 
questions: (1 ) Is Christ divided? (2) Was Paul crucified for you? 
(3) Were you baptized in the name of Paul? 

No, a thousand t imes, no. There is but one Christ, and therefore 
all Christians should be of one hea rt and of one mind. Was Paul 
crucified for you? Was he your sacrifice and atonement? Did he ever 
pretend to be your savior? God forb id, he was only a servant for Jesus' 
sake (II Cor. 4: 5) . 

Were they baptized in the name of Paul? Were they baptized to be 
his disciples? No, they were baptized into Jesus' name, to be His disciples. 
Christ alone is the head of the church, so do not try to make His name 
the head of a party, and do not make the names of His servants the 
heads of parties. "I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus. 
Gaius, and the household of Stephanas" (I Cor. 16: 15. 17). These were 
all Pau l could remember he had bapt ized at Corinth. 
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Luther 
League 
Activities 

Ke n Moland is the fi rst writer in 
a series of articles looking at the 
types of education available to 
AFLC youth. Maple Bay Lutheran 
is his home church. 

A LOOK AT A CHURCH COLLEGE 

Concordia College, Moorhead. 
Minnesota, is a four-yea r liberal 
arts co!\ege affiliated with the 
American Lutheran Chu rch. Total 
enrollment is approximately 2,200 
students. Cost for one school year 
comes to $1800. The cost of tui ­
tion accounts for $1 100 of this. 
( 1966-67 f igures). 

I am a sophomore at Concordia 
College. I am a lso a member of the 
AFLC and intend to enter t he AFLC 
seminary a t Medicine Lake upon 
graduat ion from Concordia, 

I have been asked my opinion 
on the question, "What are the 
advantages and disadvantages of at· 
tending a 'church college'?" My 
knowledge and experience a re lim· 
ited. Si nce I have not attended 
either a state school or another 
church college, I can only speak 
of t hat which r have experienced, 
that is, Concordi a College. 

Concordia provides many oppor· 

Edited by Jane Thompson 

tunities for students to worship 
together. It might be interest ing 
and informat ive to discuss some of 
these activit ies. 

Chapel services are held dai ly 
Monday through Friday at 10: 00 
a.m. No classes are scheduled for 
this half hour. Student a ttendance 
is not required and on an average 
day one might find approximately 
thirty-five percent of the student 
body present. The services va ry a 
great dea l in content. A service usu­
ally consists of liturgy, a hymn, and 
a speaker. Some messages are de· 
votional, some are intellectual, and 
some are just informative. Faculty 
members and area pastors a re gen· 
erally employed as speakers. The 
services are led by the campus pas­
to r, who works ful! time on cam­
pus and is available at all times for 
counselling and consultation. 

There are also dormitory devo· 
tions held one or two nights a week. 
They are conducted by the unit 
counselor and occasionally a guest 
speaker is introduced here also. 
These are short, info rmal meetings 
and their effectiveness is deter­
mined by how the counselor 
chooses to use the fifteen ·minute 

Kalispell, Montana 
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period. 
Each Wednesday evening a ves­

per service, a co·educational devo· 
tional period, is conducted by the 
campus pastor. Student speakers 
are also called upon for this time of 
meditation, singing, and prayer. 
Du ring the Lenten season, the time 
was devoted especia lly to prepare 
hearts for the Easter season. 

Saturday evening from 6: 00 to 
7: 00, a group of thirty to thirty· 
five students meet at Prayer­
Fellowship for an hour of medita· 
tion before the evening's activities 
begin. This program is devot ional in 
nature and is closed with group 
prayer. This feliowship group pu ts 
emphasis on such topics as person­
al evangelism, prayer, etc. 

Opportunit ies for local mission 
work are provided by student 
groups wh ich visit a nursing home 
or the Fargo Union Mission week· 
ly. All work done on these levels 
is basically personal involvement. 
There is also a "big brother" pro· 
gram, which dea ls with problem 
children in t he area, organized on 
campus. 

One must have a minimum of 
thirteen credits in religion to grad· 
uate from Concordia. This amounts 
to about one-tenth of the total cred­
its required for graduation. The 
courses vary in nature from Old 
Testament Survey for freshmen to a 
senior course which deals with the 
problems of t he urban church. The 
latter course includes a week of 
study in the city of New York. The 
nature of the classes varies also in 
that some are taught from a histori· 
cal poi nt of view, some from a the­
ological poi nt of view, and a few 
are taught from a devotional point 
of view. Many questions a re insti­
gated by these courses-some are 
answered and some are not. Most 
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faculty members are willing to aid 
in problems brought to them per­
sonally by students. 

Only occasionally are Sunday 
morning services held on campus. 
Students are encouraged to attend 
churches in the area. There are 
several within walking distance. 

And so one can see, there is no 
lack of structures or forms for 
worship. But when one speaks of 
forms of religion, the verse from 
II Timothy comes to mind . This 
verse speaks of those who hold the 
form of religion but deny the pow­
er thereof. The activities mentioned 
above are not listed to impress any­
one, for Christianity does not con­
sist of forms and structures, but in 
the active power of God working 
in and through men's lives. r believe 
that power has a place on a col­
lege campus as well as anywhere. 
That power seems to be lacking 
here even as it is lacking in too 
many individual lives. 

I have attemped to be quite ob­
jective in measuring this college so 
far. Now I must commit myself to 
some degree, at least. One must ask 
oneself the question, "Are these 
fonns a distinct advantage?" r 
would submit that they may be to 
the advantage of a Christian in that 
they in some cases provide an op­
portunity for fellowship and hear­
ing the Word of God. The religion 
classes may serve to strengthen 
one's faith through the challenges 
they set forth. 

One's faith here, as elsewhere, 
must be one's own. It would be 
impossible to be carried by the 
faith of the campus, for there is no 
unifying or overwhelming spirit 
here on campus. Fellowship, for the 
most part, must be sought out in 
small groups and with individual 
Christians. 

There are two important areas 
which lack emphasis on this cam­
pus. Personal evangelism and for­
eign missions appear not to receive 
as much time or effort as they 
should. These are two urgent fields 
in the life of the church and of the 
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church college. An area which re­
ceives due emphasis is that of so­
cial problems and the church's 
responsibility toward this problem. 

Concordia is not a. retreat. It is 
certainly not a monastery in any 
sense of the word. The idea of send­
ing someone to school here with the 
belief that here they will find shel­
ter from the world is absurd. A col­
lege campus of this nature is as 
much of a battlefield as one will 
find anywhere. Maybe it is more 
so. The tension between different 
views and opinions is as manifest 
as one might find it in the times of 
great church struggles. It is an at­
mosphere of questioning and some­
times doubt. It is far from a "con­
tinuing Bible Camp experience," as 
some expect when they come here. 

The philosophy of education at 
this institution was stated some­
thing like this one day: Here we 
try to bury students with different 
views and ideas and we may throw 
him a shovel if it seems as though 
he doesn't have one, but he must 
dig his own way out. Then what he 
has win be his own, rather than 
what someone has told him. This 
view, which I have taken the liberty 
to paraphrase, was not given by a 
member of the religion department, 
but allow me to suggest that this 
is what, in essence, they might be 
trying to do. It is good to know 
what one believes and to believe it 
as an individual, for it is then that 
it becomes vital to us. Whether one 
is able to shovel his way out de­
pends, of course, on the size of his 
shovel. Some people get buried too 
deep. Some shovels aren't large 
enough. And here lies the tragedy. 
It is in cases like these that we 
have to question this method of 
teaching. 

I take this opportunity to ask you 
to pray for the youth of this na­
tion. They, too, are on a battlefield, 
wherever they might be. Pray that 
they might grow in wisdom and in 
the knowledge of God. 

Ken Moland 

Fertile, Minn. 

MAKING MOLEHILLS OF 
MOUNTAINS THROUGH PRAYER 

My heart was weary one evening, 
My mind was filled with distress; 
'Til I thought of our loving Savior 
And His merciful power to bless. 

Then I thought of His words in the 
Bible, 

How He feeds the lit tle bird; 
Would I, a child of His kingdom, 
Be left with my prayer unheard? 

Did you ever retire with a heavy 
heart, 

And in the morning try again, 
In search of an answer you had to 

find, 
But you didn't know where or 

when? 

Again 1 thought of these verses; 
"Cast thy burden upon the Lord . 
When thou walkest through fire 

thou shalt not be burned." 
Take hold of these truths from His 

Word . 

"I create darkness, and I form the· 
light; 

I the Lord all these things do." 
Then my troubled mountain a mole­

hill became: 
He'll do the same thing for you. 

When you are weary and cannot 
find rest, 

And your world is dark with de­
spair; 

Call upon Him, and He'll surely 
hear, 

All troubles will vanish through 
prayer. 

E!1en Nielsen 
Sisseton, S. Oak 

CORRECTION 

Our church in Fosston, Minne­
sota, is Calvary Lutheran, not 
Faith Lutheran, as was erroneously 
reported in the February 21 issue 
of the Ambassador on page 14. 
Sorry. 

The Lutheran Ambassador 
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CHURCH-WORLD NEWS 
GLEANINGS FROM 

AN EDITOR'S READING 

Seek out one or two Chr istians 
to whom you can confidentially 
open your heart and with whom 
you can share everything. Pray God 
that you may find such Christian 
fr iends. You will soon learn how 
important it is for t he weak, un­
stable new life within you to be 
permitted to live and to grow in 
fellowship with someone who has 
perhaps progressed a li ttle furt her 
than you. To be permitted to ex­
change thoughts and di scuss the 
experiences you have in t hat new 
life which you have in common, 
w ill not on ly mean spiritual enrich· 
ment to both of you, but will a lso 
be a he lp to you agai nst temptation, 
especially when you are tempted 
to discouragement and despair.­
O. Hallesby, Why I Am a Christian 
(Augsburg Publishing House, 
1930) . 

We a re not here concerned to 
dispute Dr. Elliott's assessment of 
the neoProtestant mood in the con­
ciliar movement. We do wish to 
note, however , the remarkable in­
stabili ty and inconsistency of this 
ecumenical temperament. Eager for 
convergence with t he Roman Catho­
lic Church, t hese ecumen ist s remain 
utterly silent over the dogma of an 
infa ll ible pope while they despi se 
an inerrant Bible, even depicting 
t his view as demonic.-Editor in 
Christianity Today, March 3, 1967. 

Exploring space in order to 
launch deadly weapons against un­
friendly nat ions, or to claim addi­
t ional territory for ourselves would 
be antireligious, but seeking to 
learn the secrets of the universe is 
a natu ral expression of the blessed 
curiosity God has given a ll of us. 
- T. Otto Nail in Together, March, 
1967. 

March 21 , 1967 

BISHOP 0170 DIB£LIUS DIES; 
RENOWNED 

LUTHERAN LEADER 

Berlin, Germany (LC) - Bishop 
Otto Dibelius, known as one of the 
world 's fo rthri ght and consistent 
defenders of Christian rights 
aga inst tota litarian oppression, died 
a t his home in West Berli n on Janu­
ary 31. He was 86 years old. 

The renowned churchman had 
been ill for two weeks with erysipe­
las, an infl ammation of the skin, 
which partly paralyzed his face. 

Prior to his retirement as Bishop 
of the Evangelica Church of 
Berlin-Brandenburg in April 1966, 
he was the oldest offi ciating Ger­
man Protestant bishop. 

Because of a serious heart con­
dit ion, Bishop Dibe lius had not 
been active in the church si nce 
November 1965. He preached his 
last sermon as Bishop of Berlin on 
Easter Sunday last April in West 
Berl in's Kaiser Wilhelm Memoria l 
Church. 

SWEDISH TEACHERS FAVOR 
RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION 

Stockholm (LWF) - A resolution 
passed here by Sweden's Ch ristian 
Teachers' Association put the 
I I,OOO-member organizat ion on 
record as favoring continued reli­
gious instruction in all schools. 

To counter arguments against 
religious in struction, the group 
c ited a recent survey which indi­
cated t hat an overwhelming majori­
ty of t he popu lation favors the 
practice. 

The teachers made clea r that t he 
instruct ion shou ld be objective and 
free from sectarian pressu re. 

HONG KONG AUTHORITIES 
BURN TONS OF NARCOTICS 

Hong Kong (LWF) - Confisca-
lion and destruct ion of five tons of 
na rcotics by au thori ties he re was 
hailed by a Lutheran official as a 
major advance in an accelerat ing 

campaign against addict ion. 
The Rev. K. L. Stumpf, Lutheran 

World Federat ion senior represen­
tative in the colony, called atten­
tion to the recent burning of 
several bags of opium, heroin, and 
morphine in a new governmen t 
incinerator. 

With police and government of­
fi cia�s watching the drugs vanish 
in 2,000-degree heat were Mr. 
Stumpf, who is education and pub­
lici ty chairman for t he Act ion Com­
mittee Against Narcotics, and 
other churchmen active in the 
ant i-d rug campaign. 

The occasion, t he LWF official 
stated, again pointed out that drug 
addiction "is one of the most se­
rious socia l problems in the over­
crowded refugee area of Hong 
Kong." 

SISTER LILLIE MARIE 
NUMMEDAL 

Si ster Lillie Marie Nummedal, 
who died in February, was born in 
Kenyon, Minn. She had been a resi­
dent of Minneapolis, Minn .. for 27 
yea rs. Most recently she had lived 
at Luther Hall, Ebenezer Home. 

She was commiss ioned at the Lu­
theran Deaconess Home and Hos· 
pi ta I, Minneapolis, in 19 10 and 
served as a deaconess in a Lutheran 
orphanage in Washington and the 
Bethesda Home for the Aged, Will ­
mar , Minn., before retu rning to 
Minneapoli s in 1940 to reside at 
Lutheran Deaconess Home and Hos­
pita l. 

Survivors include nine s isters. 
Mrs. Agnes Herheim, Mrs. Opal 
Moe and Sara Nummedal, Minnea­
poli s, Mrs. Hannah Bender, Nevis, 
Minn. , Mrs. Laura Asper, Canton, 
S. Oak., Mrs. Val borg Evanson, 
Santa Cruz, Calif., Mrs . Stella Bly, 
Tai pei , Formosa, Mrs. Esther Lee. 
Menomonie, Wis., and Mrs. Elsie 
Gulseth, Hemet, Calif. 

Buria l was in Sunset Memorial 
Park cemetery. Minneapolis. 

Blessed be her memory. 

Page Fifteen 



EASTERN NORTH DAKOTA DISTRICT BIBLE CONFERENCE 
March 29-31 

Portland. North Dakota Rev. Hans J. Tollefson, Pastor 
Text : Colossians 3:1- 15 

Wednesday. March 29 
8:00 p.m. Evangelistic message by Pastor Trygve Dahle 

Thursday, March 30 
9:30 Devotions: Oscar Peterson 
9:50 "Fate and Fortune by Association," Dr. Iver Olson 

10:40 Coffee Break 
11:10 Message by Pastor Tollefson 

Noon dinner served at church 
2:00 "The Ecumenical Movement," Pastor F. B. Monseth 
2:50 Coffee Break 
3: 10 "Change Your Attire," Dr. Olson 
4:1 5 District Bus iness Meeting 
5:30 Supper Hour 
8:00 Speaker: Pastor Ernest Langness 

Friday, March 31 
9:30 Devotions 
9:50 "Freed To Be Slaves," Dr. Olson 

J 0:40 Coffee Break 
11:10 Message by David Moistre 

Meals will be served by the ladies of the parish and lodging 
will be provided as needed. 
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