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THE THEDLOGY OF THE
BURNING HEART

“And they said ome to another,
Dhigd not our heard burn withiz ua,
while he tolked with us by the
way, and while he opened to us the
soriptures?” {Luke 24:32).

The New Testament is a stoey of
buming hearts. When Jesus came
into the world He overturned many
ald altars and smothered their fires
in the ashes of oblivion. But He
put in their places holy altars and
hos kindled wndying fires in count-
less human hearta.

The testimony of the nomeless
two who wilked from Jerusslem
to Emmaus is the testimony of an
innumerable multiteds, While He
talked with them by the way and
opened to them the Scelptures, their
hearts burned within them. It has
been so In the experience of mil-
lions. The wards of the risen Christ
hawve bean making hearts burn from
that Resurrection Day until now,

Whenever and wherever Jesusg
walks with men, He kindles
fires in their souls. Perhaps the
most (amiliar example o all of
us is the fire that burned in the
heart of the Apostle Paul. Have you
ever sought to evaluate why He was
such a vital man with such a vital
message; and why he couldn't
Eive up in spite of hardship, tor-
ture, and toil? His secret was that
there was In his breast & burning
heart, burning for love of the mes-

sage Wwhich had brought him peace
with God, tha messags of love and
compassion from God to a lost
mankind. And no matter what this
life brought, the assurance that
there was eternal life in Jesus
Christ, in the place He has prepared
for His own,

And this has been exactly the
case for every other mighty Chris-
tiun leader, How could Martin Lu-
ther stand like an invincible pillar
of fire against the dark and wgly
background of the [6th century?
Simply because he had 8 burning
heert, He wasn't the only man who
recognized the evils of that ape—
but he it was who fearbessly stood
belore all {(whether king or duke or
papal begote) defying death and
torture for the sake of God's truth,
saying, "Herg I stand, I can do no
other. So help me God!™ Thus he he-
came an example to all ages of a
man of God with a burning heart,
burning in the power of Jesus
Christ and for His sake,

Eighteenth-century England was
cold and cynical. The fires on evan-
gelical altars were burning low; the
soulzs of men were shivering in a
cold and rationslistic atmosphere.
The world sorely nesded new spir-
lual l#adership, and God raised it
up. Perhaps the most famdous wis
John Wesley. There came a night
when someone was repding o pors
tion of Martkn Luther's commentary
on Paul's Epdatle to the Romans, and
John Wesley said, “I felt my heart
strangely warmed.” That was the
beginning of the mighty cevival that

According to the Word

brought the Methodist Church into
being.

“Did not our heart burn within
us while He talked with us by the
way?® sald the two who traveled
it Emmaus. 1 fell my heart
strangely warmed,” zaid John Wes-
ley, and this experience becama
Wealey's measage. He was a prophet
af the burning beart, He empha-
gized (he fact that salvation must
come through spiritual experience.

Back of all effective Christian
service today there must be burning
hearts, Men are saved when Christ
kindles on the altar of the soul
fires of faith, and love, and holy
aspiration. Whotever other eguip-
ment the minister may bring to his
pulpit, he must bring there the
burning heart, Whatever the Sun-
day school teacher or other Chris-
tinn worker may bring 1o his duties,
all other proparations will be super-
flupus, unless there is also a burn-
ing heart.

What we need and what we
should dilipently desire is “burning
hearts"—hearts that are yearning to
become better aoquainted with the
only name that counts Seripture
says, In Acts 4:13, “There is mo
other name under heaven, given
among men whereby we must be
saved." That [s the name of Jesus,
God the Father created; God ihe
Holy Spirit brings us to the truth
and keeps us in & right relationship
to our God; but God the Son RE-
DEEMS We need burning hearis
proclaiming this =solvation®

—Hubhert F. DeBoer
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EASTER
IN

OCTOBER--
AT THE GA

by Pastor Edward A. Johnson
Hay Springs, Nebraska

Have you ever celebrated Easter
twice in the same yvear? Two Octo-
bers ago, 29 Americans held an
“Easter” service on the site where
the first Easter occurred, | was ons
of the 24,

We were on the Bible Lands
Study Tour eonducted by Dr. Au
gust W. Brusiat, pastor of Trinity
Lutheran Church {(Missouri Synod)
in Scarsdale. New York. (Dr. Brus-
tat k8 taking nnother group on a
gimilar tour from MNew York on
May 1.) °

That Sunday wis aur fourth day
in Arab Jordan, Earlier, we had vis
ited the Dead Sea, Jericho, the site
of Jesus' Jordan River bapdism,
Hebron, and the manger and Shep-
herds’ Field ot Bethishem, (Ses: A
Visil to Bethbehem '™ The Lutherian
Ambaseador, Decembaer 14, 1965}
On Saturday in Jerusalem we had
wilked the “Sormowful BEond™ the
Vin Dolorosa which felt Chnst's

* Those who wauld like o jien (he i
miiay eonbnel [y Brissiat & PO Box
M6,  Scprsdale, New Yook 105331
el (914 SCarsdale 31998 or SCars
lale 25347 (home)
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own burdened footsteps on the first
Grood Friday, We had stood under
the olives in Gethsemane, then mo-
tored four miles out (o Betheny and
descended about 25 steps into the
tombh of Lazarus, whose resurrec-
tion so excited the people that the
Jewish suthorities had decided then
and there to dispose of Christ (John
11:46=53, 1210, 11). Jesus' greaf-
e5t mitack. His own resurmection,
likely followed that of Lozarus by
harely 8 month.

Mo one doubted thar we lod
come bo the authentic sepulcher af
Jaseph of Arimathea.

Who was Josoph? We may never
know for sure. A wealthy business-
man, he zat on the Sanhedrin, ihe
high Jewish council af 70, Some
call him “the tin king of the Ra
man Empire” with mining and ship-
ping interests as far away as 'Wales
ond Marselll=s. He lived st Arima-
thea (identified by some with Ra-
mah, the home of Samuell in the
hill country some 320 miles north-
west of Jerusalem.

John 18: 38 identifies Josaph as o
secred  follower of Jesus. Leslie
Wentherhead, in Personalities of the
Puassion, chides Jaseph for not open-

Iy confessing the Master during his
lifetime. He didn't even attend the
secrel Sanhedrin meeting at which
Jesus was condemned. Yei Joseph
riaked his council seat, his buziness
and socinl standing, and his symn-
pogue membership (including his
civil rights}, all of which he lost
when his secret service 1o Jesus be-
came Known., Sice by both He-
brew and Roman law the male néxit
of kin could claim the bodies of
criminafs removed from the cross.
some (dentify the Arimathean as a
ralative, perhaps the maternal unela
of the Virgin Mary.

The sepulcher measures abaul
14" & long 11" 2" wide, and T &
high by the most relinble estimate.
Joseph had intended lts five tombs
for himsell and his family. Only one
tomb ever was finished, for the
sepulcher could never be used agiin
after Jesus' resurrection. Two of the
tomb spaces llg jusi inside the en-
trince, lengthwise; the other three
lie eroaswise to the right of the en-
trance. Jesus, wrapped in burial Hn-
ens, wak laid in the space furthest
back, directly upon the rock. Pal
pstinian Jews oven today will nof
use coffins because of the Sorip-
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ture (Genesis 3:180: “Till you re-
turn to the ground, For out of it you
were taken; vou are dust, and to
dust yvou shall return."”

n ] u

The British general and Hible
stholar Charles “Chinese”™ Gordon
of Khartoum used such passages as
John 1520, 41, 42 and Hebrows
13:12 in rediscovering this slte In
1885. The tomb had to be close by
Calvary, outside the city walls,
since the body must be buried
gquickly before the Passowver began
at sundown. Joseph's sepulcher lies
only about a modern city block's
distance from Calvary. The altér-
native tomb site, in the Roman
Cathelic Church of the Holy Sepul-
cher at the end of the Via Dolom-
sa, wig also outside the walls bt
Hes two oF thres miles from Calva-
ry, too distant to fit the Biblical
pceaunt.

B & @ N

That morntng st worship in the
garden we sang “Beneath the Cross
of Jesus" and “1T Know That My Re-
deemer Lives” from a small U5
Army-Navy hymnal. How startling-
by vivid the familinr words becarme!
Dr. Brustat's sermon, based upon
the resurrection accounts in the
Gospels and in [ Corinthians 15, was
the most uplifting Easter message
1 have ever heard, [ shall always
be grateful that our tour leader was
thoroughly conservative, able to
accept the Biblical account at face
value without destructive modern
eriticism. One wouldn't want (o
spend over £1,000 to visit the Holy
Land only to be told, “The Biblical
writers only thought this event hap-
pened here. 'We know better™

“The resurrectlon is the surest
fact on earth,” Dr, Brustat declared.
“It is better substantiated in the
Scripturés and in early Chrislian
history than the fact that Coesar
Augustus zat on the Imperial throne
mi the (ime of the birth of Christ,
The resurrection transformed the
digciples from chicken-hearted cow-
ards [nto  lion-hearted warriors,
Ohnice they were sure that their
Savior had returned from the dead,
They boldly risked thelr lives for
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the Gospel as they would never
have dong for any man-made leg-
end., Mo myth could have over-
thrown the heathen religions of that
day, as the Gospel did

"Counting our nine months be-
fore birth, we are almeady in our
socond existence. Could we have
known of the traumatic birth ex-
perience awalting ws, we would
surely have said that it would be
our death, Yet now we ses how
birth thrust ws imto a far greater
life than anything we could have
imagined. So also, because of
Easter, what we now call death is
our passport into the marvelows,
greater realm of Eternity.

“On the authority of God's holy
and Infallible Word 1 say that if
anyone seeks God with all his heart,
Grod wiill appent to him as he did
here to Mary Magdalene, Mary and
the others entered the garden that
moming crying Miserere; they left
ginging loud, exultant choruses of
Jubilate! Future Easters will mean
maore to us, too, than ever bafore.'

All the space in every fulure is-
sue of the Ambossador could not
describe how [ felt that moming.
While not an emotional person, I
almast cried for joy; and 1 feel that
jov anew as I ratell this story.

MNear the tomb wo passed a secret
passageway into an early Christian
church, Mo steps led down into the
flooded cavern, but we did find its
echo intriguing.

Wormwood, olives, and other
plants of the Bible still thrive along
the path leading to the small prom-
ontory opposite Skull Hill {Cal-
varia in Latin, Golgotha in  He-
brew) . A busy blacktop highway
separgtes the promontory from
Calvary.

The indentations in the rocky
cliffside for the eves, and the pro-
truding ledges which mark the nose
and mouth, show how Skull Hill got
its name. A high metal fepce atop
the hill marks where the crosses
of Jesus and the two thieves prob-
ably stood, Surrounding the fence is
a modern cometery.

Several of my slides of Calvary
include the sign polnting the way

back to the Garden Tomb, o re-
minder that the story does not end
here. Thrilling though it was to see
wherg the Lamb of God shed his
innocent blood for our redempiion,
that directional sign tells us that
the real message of Good Friday is
niot “It is finlshed™ but “To be con-
tinued.*

Mr. Mattar, caretaker for the Gar-
denn Tomb Association of London,
told us of Gordon's discovery of
the site, This stocky, mustached ex-
banker of about 55 also related his
copversion under the Plymouth
Brethren whils he was studying in
England.

“Why would men discredit the
resurrection, their one sure hope?”
he asked wonderingly. Recalling the
bloody Arab-Israeli fighting prior to
the 1848 partition of Palestine, he
declared; “My dear friends, we have
gone through the mill in this part
of the country, and we lnow that
the resurrection promiss is (e

Ali Zaarour, an Associnted Press
photographer who was wounded
during the fghting and left for
dead, pchoed hils words, Ali's photo-
graph of cur group at the sepulcher
entrance hangs above my desk as a
cherished mementa,

& @ & @ -

“And what more shall | say? For
time would fail me” (Hebrews
11:32).

The Bible events all happened in
places which have been remark-
ably well preserved. The Word of
God is fnfallible in historical, geo-
graphical, and genealogical matters
ne less than in those pans
which speak directly of our sal-
vation. Men only debunk what they
cannot understand. MNew archags-
logical discoveries invariably con-
firm the Biblical text, for God's
promises can never fail or lie

“1 know that my Redeemer lives!™
—and 1 shall keep reliving my Gar-
den Tomb experience until one day
in the heavenly Garden [ hear from
the Moster's own lips the words of
Revelation 1: 18: 'l disd, and beahold
[ am alive for evermors!” ™
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SCHOOL
NEWS

TESTIMONIES FROM OLUR
BIBLE S5CHOOL STUDENTS

| have felt a desire o come io
Bible school for about one year.
It was [ndecd wonderful to hear
that the Association was going to
stort one, I think it fs so Important
io be filled with Gods Word be-
chuse every way you tum in this
workd there are temptations, falss
teachers and false doctrines

Bikle school has been in 2ession
for some time and God has richly
hlessed us many times. There is
cloge [ellowship belwesn students
and tenchers: this makes it so0 much
more enjoynbbe,

I am from Fertile, Minn., and |
work part-time at the Prudential
Insurance Company of Amirica
There i a great opportunity for
witnessing there.

| knvwr this vear will be a bless-
ing to all the Bible school students

Norma MNess
Fertile, Minn

| mm here at Bible school this
vear beciuse | wanted o know
miare aboul our Lord and Savior. |
felt & need to come and study His
Word In our fast-moving warld
ol todiy we surely need someone
stronger than ourselves by our side
I hiove really enjoyed school so
far. We spend the first four hours
af each day studying the Word to-
gether with wonderful teachers, The
rest of the day Is spent ai our
jobs, studyving for our nest day's
classes or just enjoyving Christian
fellowship with one another
1 work at the Prudential [nsur
ance Company. I'm a member of
the Beaver Cresk Lutheran Church
of the Tiogn Lutheéran parish
Mauresn Hartsoch
Ray, M, Dl
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| thank and praise my Jesus for
leading me to attend Bible school
this year. It s a Chrislian"s e
sponsibility to know the Word of
God so that he may bear the frults
af the Holy Spirit. For mysall, 1
feel a preat need to be grounded
in God’s Word before | do angy-
thing else In this world, We know
the world lives in =in and the num-
ber of trug Christians is going to
become smaller os time poes on
We know how hard it is going to
becormse to Hve a Christian life, 1
need much study In God's Waord.
He has ]:ln'&l'.-'idt-d for thil nesd,
Biblp schonl haz mode a [Ereat
impression on me The tenchings
have been wondesfol, At bmes |
feal 1 con't talee it all in, there s
g0 much to learn. Al of ug in the
Asstciation can be greatly thank
ful umta our Crestor for workimpg
out plans for this Bikle schonl,
Conmie Broden
Fertile, Minn

Connie iz also emploved mt the
Prudentinl Company

INTRODUCIMNG OUR
SEMINARY SENIORS

Robert Eugene Rieth, born Octo-
iober B, 1940, the son of Mr. and
Mra, Jobhn Rieth, grew up on & farm
southwest of Valley City, M. Dalk.
He attended Green School a small
consolidated school, for 10 vears.
Haoberi accepied Chrisi |J|.|.r|n|.: Hpe-
clal meetings ot fion  Lotheran
Church of rural Valley City n 1854,
He graduated from YValley City HLH"I
School in 1958 and felt that his
pducation should prepare him for
the ministry to which he fekt called
He graduated Ffrom Yalley City
State Collepe in 1961 aftor eorming

a B.S. dogree in Secondary Educa-
tion with composite majors in Eng-
lish-Speech and Geography-Histary
One year was spent in teaching
high schonol in Elpin, N. Dak., but a
persistent call urged him Into full-
time service for the Lord. He served
as lay pastor (n Tioga, N, Dak., un-
der Rev. I, P Strand, while awalt-
ing the openlng of our seminaey.

Boberi entered seminary in the
first class in 1963 nnd also served
as iy pastor of Sunnyside Free
Luitheran Church and Hope Fres

Litheran Church, new AfSocialbin
churches north of Minneapalis. He
is married and has one doughter,
tag-year-ald Ronag.

Robert E. Rieth

BIBLE VERSES

*Thus it is written, that the
Chirist should suffer and on the third
day rise from the dead™ (Luke 24:
4b)

“But in foct Chrst hns been
raiged from the dead, the [irst {ruits
af thoge who have fullen asleep. For
as by man came death, by a man
came also the resurrection of the
dead™ (1 Cor, 1520, 21).

“And he died for all that thoss
whin Live might live ng lonpger for
themeelves hut for him who for
their sake died and was raisad™
M Cor. B 15).
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PARISH
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Edited by Mrs. David C. Hanson
THE MAID FROM EMMAUS

Martha sat guistly beneath the pnarled old olive
tree that hod been o refuge &0 many (imes in her mis-
ernble, unloved life. Her back was turnéd to the inn,
and she was far enough wway so that the sound of
the sharp volces on Jonas and Sarah could not reach
her. All day long Mortha had carried water and picked
up sticks for the fire and washed bowls so there would
be rest and food for the travelers who were on their
way to Jerusalem for the Passover. These had been
such busy days. First there had been the caravons
from the north and the wesy who had found it con-
venlent to stop Tor relreshment before the last hilly
climb. Then there were the travelers who came singly
and in groups, some on foof, some on donkeys. Even
s the week wore on there were stragglers who stopped
at the inn. And when the Sabbath was over they
would all be returning and once again Martha would
find it impossible to keep up with the demands made
upsn her.

But this weelk Martha had moved almost as if
ghe were unaware of the commotion and the harsh
words from Jonas and Sarah, for she, too, was plan-
ning a pllgrimege. It had all begun when Jonas and
Sarah had sent her o Jerusalem with a basket of
provisions for Sarab’s sister who was wvery poor
Thres dows before the Passover she sturted for Je-
rusalem on & denkey that was loaded with food and
wine, How exciting it hod been! It was Martha's first
taste of freedom, and she wished that it might never
emnd, Though the rosd was rocky and steep, the litthe
donkey was sure-footed and steady, and at the end
of two hours Martha had her flrst glimpse of the holy
clity, How beautiful it was in the moming light! From
samewhere 0 the distant past Martha remembered a
mither who hod told her about Jerusalem and the
beauty of the Temple. Now she would see it for her-
self,

After several timid Inguiries Martha found the
Street of the Bakers where Sarah's sister lived, With-
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out showing a trace of the impatlence that she felt,
Martha told old Annh all of the news about the inn.
She brought fresh water and ground some meal be-
fore she said good-by and started off through the nar-
row siresls in the direction of the Temple.

At last the great stone building came into view
pnd Martha dismounted and led the little donkey to-
weard the sacred spol. A short distance from the gates a
group of people blocked her way, They were listening
to o Rabbi and Martha tried impatiently to move
around the crowd, Then she heand the sound of the
yvoung Rabbl's voice, and it was almost as if He hod
ealled her by name, Wonderingly, she stopped 1o listen
as His words came to her over the heads of the crowd,

“& man planted a vineyard, and let it out to ten-
ants, and went into another country for o long while.”

Carefully, Martha moved around the crowd until
she was In a position to sen the Speaker. He looked
tired and sad, but, oh, the love that shone in His eyes,
When He had finished speaking, a slender young man
who stood with Him motioned the crowd away, but
Marthn seemed rooted to the spat on wWhich she stond,
She was starved for the kind of love this Rabbi per-
sonfied.

Turning, He sow her standing there with her arm
around the domkey's neck. He scemed able to read
her very thooghts, then He smiled and held out His
hand. “You are Martha” He said, At the sound af
His voics Martha found hersalf telling Him all about
her weary life of loneliness, “1 know,” He said. "Don’t
be afraid, Martha, vou are my disciple.”

“Master," she asked “whot |8 your name?"

91 am called Jesus,” He answered

Marthn kissed the blup and white tassels of His
robe nnd came away, forgetting that she had ot
ssen the Temple.

She returned over the same rocky road to the
parme harsh Jonas and Sarah who planned an endless
amiaunt of hard work to keep her busy from daylight
to dark. Bul she was not the same Martha. Jesus had
called her His disciple, He hod Inid His hands on her
head in blessing. She would never be the same weary
servant miid,

Hew she longed to let Him know how much she
loved Him. If there were only something she could
offer as a gifi. She had spent sheepless nights wonder-
ing what a poor servant girl could give until the idea
came to her. She would give Him the one thing she
did best. She would bake some small loaves for Him.
Mot the kind she made for the inn, but perfect loaves
that were mode from the finest four she could buy.
And as soon a# the Passover was over, she would
go again o Jerusalem and give them to Him

Mow, o5 she sal beneath the olive free, Martha
remembered how she had taken her only possession,
a pold chaln that had belonged 1o her mother, and
used i to purchase o sackful of the fnest wheat
she could buy, The wheat wns hidden In a broken
part of the garden wall, and as soon as Jonas and

| Crwadprimantal v pasige f‘l
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FAITH—THE LIFE-GIVING
INGREIMENT

Rev. John H. Abel

“For whatsoever is born of God
owercometh the world, and this is
the wictory that overcometh the
world, even our faith™ (I John 5:4) .

Greetings from our family In
Brazil to wyours in the homeland.
In this yvoung vear of [867 we can
well ponder and take to heart the
message of the above verse For
certalnly 1867 is a year in which
we all desire victory. In each of
our lives there is an aren of strug
gle that cries out for victory. In our
lsgal church, our eommunity, our
state and our nation, there are arsis
that call for victory. Internationally,
wa pray mnd seek victory. The op-
posite of victory is defeat, and
defent carries with it the smell of
death—death to plans, to purposes,
to people. What we deszire, then,
is wictory—spiritual, moral phys-
ical, national, and most of all, per-
sonal victory.

The way of victory will vary, as
inchvidunls and clrcumstances vary.
The way of victory may often mean
a cros2 rather than a crown But
the secret of victory in every case
is given to us by God in the above
verse: . . the victory thal over-
cometh the world, even our faith.”
The victory God s interested in is
spiritunl and eternal. This 8 nod 1o
zay that He is not interested in
our daily struggles, problems, anxi-
eties and pressures., But the wvic-
tory He pives in these areas is al-
wavs relnted to or bound up with
His plan and desrie that we should
know spicitunl and sternal victory
in our life,

Back in the LI5S, 1 remember, and

March 7, 1967

am still led to understand, that the
abtuation has nmol improved, Many
ingredients were proposed to give
ong the impression that with cer-
tain things you experience a sense
af happiness and completeness, a
sense of wictory, Someone  said,
"TV and madio ads are calculated
tes brainwash the public into an
acceptance of inferior values." The
guestion is then asked, "Are the
happiest people among us really the
ones who are most sure of their
decdorants? Are the most success-
families truly those with the fewest
cavities, the least dandruff or the
erunchiest breakfasi cereal? |5 the
average Amercan so  gullibia?
(Winifred Scheib in Mosdy Morth-
fy.}

There is an ingredient, the ab-
sence of which deprives the indi-
vidugl of happiness and wvictory.
God savs ib s falth. Falth, Holy
Spirit-piven faith, His Son Jesus
Christ, How gloricus to see lives
that have found wvictory, Lives re-
mache, renewed, rehom, through the
added ingredient of faith, Falth,
Haoly Spirit-given faith, makes new
creatures out of old sinners,

We have an alert Brazilinn teen-
ager who works for us, helping
Ruby at home during the days and
attending school at night, It might
be interesting for you to know that
the high schools of Brazil are =o
few and overcrowded that It s usu-
ally eompulsory for all youth over
15 years of ape to study dl night,
making way for the younger ages to
study during the morning and after-
noon. Thus all sehools run on thres-
shift perods. Our teen-ape helper,
“Loide,” remembers very well what
faith has meant in her family. She
tells of the difference in the lives

of the six other children in her fam-
ily and herself when her father
was not 8 Cheistian.

Father Repende just a few years
apo Hved like most Brazilian men,
spending his afterwork or spore
hours in the bars, At times he
even missed doys of work, Often he
spent much of his earnings foolish:
Iy, while at bome the mother had
at times nothing more than a few
beans to cook for the family, Loids
and her sisters were aghamed to go
to school very often because they
had no shoes to wear, Crying and
coldness were comimon GCCUITENICRS
in their home.

Then someong gave her father o
Bible and native Christian acguain-
tances began to drop in after work
to talk about the Bible. Mr. Reponde
liked to discuss and argee so he
started to study his Bible to argue
for his false faith, The more he
studied the more he realized his
faith was without any real basis
in the Bible He considered the
wonds and challenge of his Christian
feiends to apek lorgiveness and ns-
suranece of =alvatlon from Chelst
alone, based on divine promises
from the Word, One day, all by
himself, he dropped to his kness and
opened his heart to the Savier. By
faith he was born again and com-
mitted his life to Christ,

Mow, instead of arguing with his
neighbors, he was singing God's
praises with them, He soon became
a leader in Bible studies. This post
year it was my privilege to gei
to know the family when they
moved to Camps Mourao, We re-
joice in the great victory that falth
has brought to the Regends famiby,
They are o very musical Tamily and
often sing for services hers, Mr
Regende and family have uwnited
with ocur congregation; and when
Pastor Grothe or myself are out of
town preaching, we find in this man
an older, solid Christian who in his
calm, kind way is very capable of
leading Sunday school ar even a
church servica,

His famlly is partly grown up
now, but the four still ot home are
all In school. Mr. Regende runs
an aetive Hittle fruit and vegatabic

I oraficieen nel peige T
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Edited by Jane Thompson
13 2nd Ave, 5., Moorhead, Minn.

CONSLULT WITH GO

“It's not so hard o know the
will af God, But to be able to ac-
cepil that will—ah, thero's the prob-
lem." 5o sid Dr, John Montgomery,
professor at Trinity Seminary, Deer-
feld, 10, at the Lutheran Brethren
Mission Conference in January

It started the wheels churning on
the subject of the will of God for
the lives of all you potential
students ond workers in the Associ-
ation. Have wou mode your post-
graduation plans yet?

Some of you are suse you will
attend college, bul have nof yel
mude the big choice, Perhaps you
have made the chaice, but they have
not chosen wvou, Perhaps some of
vou will go right into the warking
waorld or into the armed services.
Mo matter what is ahead of wou

Luther
L.eague
Activities

you have either & God mald yvour
plans or you have handed them
over o Him for the “OK" stamp.
Il mo large obstacles are put in
your path, you have figured that
all is clear as far as His will is
conoermed

Don't spend four or six years in
coflege, enter o profession and
then discover that you have missed
God's calling. Dont pet married
right out of high school and then
regret it Don't find o job  that
pays wall and then find no futuns
in it. In other words, don't settle
fior second best in God's preat plan
for your life.

So what can vou do about P
“H any of you fack wisdom, let
him ask of God, that giveth to all
men lberally, and upbraideth not
and it shall be given him. Bui let
him ask in faith, pothing wavering'
(James 15, &),

hany books have been writlen on
the sublect of guldance but one of

thie best is put out by Inter-Varsity
Press Guidonoe=Some Biblica!
FPrinciplgs by Oliver Barclay, Ph.D,
has stuck to the Bible, heing wary
of other guides even il they seem
time-sanciified. He deals with wis-
dexm, comman sense, feelings, slgns,
circumstances and counsel.

We soon hope to bring to you
readors of this page the experiences,
opinions and testimonies of Chris-
tian students who have chosen dif-
ferent ronds after high school, If
any of you would like to share
vour experiences with the readers
the editor of this

gand them 1o

page,

We hopefully will view a charch
college, o state college, o Hible
school, o sominary, 8 university, and
jobs in Christion and secular Gelds
through the eves of some of our
AFLC youth

Their experiences may help vou
to seq more clearly what oppor-
tunities thare are in these fields for
witness and education

Without consultation with the
Omnipotent Counselor, this epitaph
may well be found on a Christian's
lombstons.

Found on a Tombstone

“1 reveled underneath the moon,
1 slept beneath the sun,

I liwesd w Hle of polng o do,
And died with nothing done,”

“Hear counsel and recaive in-
srruction that thou may be wise
in thy katter end” (Prov, 15200,

Kalispell, Montana in 1967
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CHRIST IS RISEN

THE TENSES OF EASTER

Easter i8 the |oyful Sunday of the year. Christians
in ancient Rome used to peest one another on that
day by saying, “Christ i risen!” And the response
would come, "He is risen indeed!™

The resurrection moming dawned as anything but
promizing. How have we felt after a beautiful dream
or hope has been shattered? When someone we trusted
has failed us? With the death of Jesus, the bottom
had dropped out for the disciples. Certainly, as the
first doy of the week dewned, they had no plans for
the future, Likely they would be pgoing back to thelr
old occupations, but with a sense of consternation in
being men who had followed an impossible venture,

But there was still love for the person Jesus and
this brought two women to Joseph’s gorden tomb to
morg fully prepare His body for long réepose. To thedir
amarement an angel grested them with those words
that have changed life, "He is not here: for he has
risen, as he said.”

The Resurrection has three tenses. The first is
the past tense, the historical fact of resurrection, All
the Gospels proclaim it as fact, Paul has it as a chief
truth of his doctrine as attested in I Corinthians 15
The existence of the Christian churches iz testimony
to the belief in a Hving Savior. The Resurrection is ono
proof of Christ's divinity and we understand that it
ig the sign that His atonesment is pleasing in God's
sight.

The second tense is the future one. His resurrection
is the seal of the resurrection to eternal life for those
who believe in Him. Long ago Job, with only dim
perceptiona, queried “If a man dies, shall he live
again®® But it is a question that the ages have asked
and which has been answered in Jesus Christ, Yes, all
shall be raised, but only those who have received the
Savior shall live, that |s, exist in everlasting joy and
happiness.

Thirdly, there is the present tense to resurrection.
The Resurréction imparts life here and now. The abun-
dant life, the right relationship to God through Christ,
iz somothing that beging now whera thers is surrender
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to the pood and gracious will of God and where there
is openness to His charity and mercy. The world of-
fers attractive plemsures end goals which afford mo-
mentary headiness and well-being, bui eventuate in
emptiness and despair. Jesus offers His friendship and
His life and provides a purpose for living which will
always excite.

The Lutheran Ambassador covets two things for all
its renders at Eastertime 1967, One, the experience of
resurrection power in the present tense and with the
future tense as an ever-beckoning hope. And, second,
that possessing the assurance of resurrection they
might so live that the world will be gripped by its
reality gnd seek that power which does indeed change
lives.

OUR THANKS TO DALTON

The people of the Dalton (Minn} parish and Pas-
tor and Mrs. H. C, Molstre are to be comgratulated for
their fine work in hosting the fifth winter Bible con-
ference last month. Stormy weather at the beginning
of the conference and bitter cold im the midst of it
no doubt reduced attendance considerably, but 2 warm
spirit of fellowship prevalled at the sessions and at
the dining tahles.

We did not get to every meeting, but what we heard
wies stimulating and enriching. Apparently the Wom-
en’s Missionary Federation workshop on Friday drew
a poodly number of women and proved successful in
providing an opportunity for scgualnting those pres-
ent with the plans for the year.

Getting people to attend o whole conference con-
tinwes to be a problem. Out of all who came to Dalton,
anly o small handful attended every session. Some
came for the first doy, some for the last two days,
otherg for an Individual session, It would be good if
peaple of the church could arrange to take in the whale
program. Only then does it truly becoms & Bible con-
ference, There are good reasons why it is difficult to
spend three days away from home, in many cases, but
more thought should be given to investing that length
of time in a winter spiritual retreat.

The idea of holding the conference in a different
place each vear is good. To many of us Dalton was
little more than a name befors. But after having lived
there for & coupls days and meeting many people it
will henceforth be a place of pleasant memorbes, Again,
thank you for your hospitality and kindness,

A FINE INGATHERING

The recently ended Fiscal vear in the Association
(Jan. 31} proved to be a very fine one. It resulted in
a greater ingathering of funds than some thought pos-
sihle, particularly since the year began with some real
problems. Significantly, the area of oor work around
which the troubles mostly swirled, the theological
seminary (now there is also a Bible school), was the
only major goal that wasn't met. The deficit wasa't
large, however,
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As our readers will have noticed in the last Am-
bassador (Feb. 21), the budget of $98700.00 was ox-
coeded by over £3100000, In terma of total money con-
tributed (this includes the Praise Program and the
Library offeringd, the amount for the year was over
$118,600.00, We are not using the WMF grant o
Parish Education in these figures.

The Women's Missionary Federation closed |is
books with the bodget of 51200000 oversubscribhed
by $2,000.00, Thus, over the whole church an amount
in excess of $132,000 was taken in exclusive of con-
tributions to the Luther League Federation,

The statistics given above include contributions
from non-Associntion members and hence are nol o
falr comparison with stewardship figures of the L.
theran Free Church, Nevertheless, there is some in-
terest in noting that what wos received this vear in
the Association was well over aone-third of what the
LFC received from her congregations im 1951-52, 15
YEATE BED.

That sarme wvear, the WMF of the LFC reporied
an income not quite twice as much as our WMF took
in last year, These statistics may not mean much ex-
cepl insafar as it is remembered that the LFC then
wis much more than thres times lorger than the As-
sociation s now, The WMF incoms this past year was
more than one-fifth as much as LFC women received
in the last year for which we have a report, 1961-62.
And that WMF represented upwards of nine times as
many ‘women as the present one does.

All of this should not be construed to mean that
this writer thersby believes that the Association is
floating in money and will never have any financial
problems, nor that the LFC was poor in stewardship
in comparison to other Lutheran bodies It was not
Some areas of our church are experiencing a tight
economic squeeze, In the midst of prosperiiy peneral-
ly, they are going to have to depend on others to car-
ry much of the financial load until circumstances
Improve.

Bome congregalions and parishes are going to have
to send more money on pastors’ salaries if they hope
to maintain their present set-ups, Add to this, local
building projects and improvements which some
churches must underiake In order to continue,

S0 you take these things into consideration in the
face of & budget in the Association for 186768 which
= approximotely 15 percent higher than what was
received this past vear, including the Praise Program
and the Library offering. And for a church body to
hope for a 15 percent increase in contributions from
ane vear 1o the next without a major special cam-
paign |z a profound leap of faith indeed,

On the one hand, then, a very fine record has been
achieved thus far, as man looks at it. On the other
hand, this is no time for complacency because & chal-
lenge that almost looks like too much is ahead of ws.
We do not “have [t made." And still, in the face of the
excellent response thus far, and in splie of same local
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stewnrdship programs that [frankly have noi jelled

yet, who dares to say that it cannot or will not be done?
May the grocious Lord enable if that which we

plan is & part of His plan to evangelize the world,

QUESTIONS ARE WANTED

Have you sent in your questions to Dr. Iver Olson,
who will be answering them in o new feature of The
Lutheran Ambassador, starting in the next issue? Mat
all questions nesd to be asked now, of course, but
enough must come in to indicate that there is interest
in this sort of thing,

So don't leave the asking to someone else. IF every-
one does that, you know where we'll be, No question
is toa insignificant to be dealt with, Buf we must hear
from enough of vou to make this worthwhile. Please.

Address your questions to!

De. Iver (lson
3110 E, Medicine Lake Blvd,
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55427

Mo names will be used in connection with the
guestions and answers, but your letters to Dr. Olson
must have your signature,

NAME WITHHELD

Apparently there is sorme misunderstanding about
the term “name withheld” in connection with Letters
to the Editor in our paper, It means that the editor has
withheld the name of the writer of a letter which he
Is printing Perhaps for a good resson the writer asks
to be wunidentified and the editor agrees that this
wiould be best or the editor himsell may decide it |s
better not to mention who the writer is. We cannot
go into all the reasons that might influence such a
decision

But |f someosne writes o letter to the editor and does
nat sign his name, that s called nn anonymous letter.
To say that an anonymous letter will never be printed
would be going too far, bot the rube 18 “Anonymous
fetters will not he printed.” That is, an editor feels
under no obligation to print them,

Editors ore continually sticking their necks out in
expressing opinions, that's what they are, opinions,
By the same token, they fesl that others who wish
{o express on opinion (and they wish that more would
do s0) will also dare to identily themselves, Otherwlse
there would be no limit to the amount of guff that
might be presented for publication.

A reader wrote u letter to the editor the other day
on 4 subject that is very pertinent and which we would
be glad to call to the attention of all our readers, but
“withheld™ his or her name. The major point of the
letter is legitimate and we are sure that a good num-
ber of people in the Association are asking the same
question, However, if the writer of the letber wishes
to have |t considered for printing he or she will have
to submit his or her name to the editor. We trust this
message will get to the person invalved as we have no
other way of contaciing the writer,
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GREEN LAKE CHURCH
DEDICATES PARSOMNAGE

A new parsonage was recently
completed by the Green Lake Lu-
theran congregation at  Spleer,
Minnesota. The house, built by a
lncal contractor, Gronli Bullders,
[ne., ls a thres-bedroom home with
living room, kitchen and dinette,
study, wutility room and bathrooms,
and also full basement. A garage is
attached to the house, The iotal
codt of the parsonijge is approxd
mately 518, 500,00

The fellowing congregation mem-
bers served on the Building Carm-
mittee; Leonard Glesler, Chairman,
Stanley Block, Oliver Stulen, Mrs.
Alloys Anderson and Mrs. Dean
Hloster. This committee iz to be
congratulsts:] for wise plinning,
able leadership and gocd directing
af the building project, The fine
regponse and willing co-operation
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by congregation members was
much apprecliated.

The new parsonoge wias ©om-
pleted last fall with the dedication
service on Sunday, October 16,
1966, Reyv. John P. Strand, presi-
dent of the Asseciation of Fres Lu-
theran Congregations, officinied at
the dedication,

Open House followed the dedica-
tion with refreshments served by
the ladies of the congregation. The
equipped with cup
boards and munning water for en-
tertuining larger groups, and
provided wvery suttable guarters to
entertaln the mithy members and
friends who attended the wvery
pleasant oceasion,

Pastor and Mrs. Hermunslie are
very grateful to Green Loke Luther-
an Congregation for providing a
very ndequote and comforfable par-
ROTEO T

bagement is

HRev. Julius Hermunslie

FARGO, NORTH DAKOTA

Evangeligtic servites will ba con-
ducted at 5. Paul's Luthersn
Church, March 14=19, with Evan.
gelist Joseph Erickson as speaker,
Thera will be a service each eve-
ning and Mr. Erickson will also
speak on Sunday moming at 11
o'clock.

The congregation will eppreciats
prayer [n behall of these services
and inviles any interested In com-
ing o oftend,

Trygve F. Dahle is pastar of the
church,

COMMITTEE NAMED TO HEAD
REFORMATION ANNIVERSARY
IN ASSOCTATION

The Co-ordinating Commities
has named Dr. Iver Olson, Minnea-
palis, Minn., Mr. Robert Munter,
Minpeapolls, and Rev. HRaynard
Huglen, Roslyn, 5. Dak., oz a com-
mittes to promote the observance
af the 450th anniversary of the
Protestant Reformation in the As-
soeciation of Free Lutheran Congre-
Ealions in 1867,

The commitiee is charged with
finding ways in which the congre-
iations thomselves, and the Asso-
ciation, can meaningfully commem-
arate this historic occasion

THOUGHTS AT THE
LORDFS TABLE

The Lord's Supper ar Comimunion
has been a real and personal pard
of my life ever since | becams a
Christizn. And as 1 approach the
communion teble T always try to
take n personal check on my re-
lationship with my Lord and Savior
whose death and resurrection I'm
remembering.

This Inst Good Friday as we hed
communicn in the church where we
worship the Lord was no exception
to that rule. As we stood beside
the altar rail walting our thme Lo
partake of His body and blood, the
Lord spoke to me very clearly, It
seemed to me the Lord asked me,

[Camririaed e e 11
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A REPORT ON THE FIFTH
WINTER BIBLE CONFERENCE

We are indebted to Mrs. Harry
Rorvig of Dalton. Minn., for somae
of the notes concemning the pro-
gram at the Bible Conference held
at Zion Lutheran Church In Dalton,
Feb, 8-12,

Pastor Hans Tollefsom, Hatton,
M. Dak., served as evening speaker,
At the opening service Thursday
nlght his subject was “assurance of
galvation.” He snid that it is neces-
gary (o have this if one is to live
a happy Christian life and to be
of service to God. There is a false
assurnnce, too, and it moy even
be received from the pulpit, As-
surance comes through building on
Christ, he declared,

On Friday avening, Rav. Tallefson
consldered “freedom through truth"
in his message. He warned against
self-righteousness and against the
ervacs in the Lautheran Church of
today. Dependence on self has taken
the place of dependence on God,
he said, The Association must also
repenl of her sins, Mr. Tollefeon
stated, and he pointed to Cheist as
the source of cleansing and Hfe,

In his final sermon on Saturday
night, Pastor Taollefson chose the
“invitations of the Gospel” as his
theme, referring to Isaiah 55 The
Gospel invites us to come to the
Lord and live, Whosoever will may
come. Mo one should gamble with
his life, but come to the Lord, Mr.
Tollefson admonished.

The confierence Bible teacher was
Rev. Amold Stone, a lecturer at
the Aszsociation Bible School in Min-
neapoliz, Minn, He led o study in
the book of Colossians, covering
the first thres chapters. 1t (s dif
ficult to summarize such a wide
topie briefly, However, it can be
said here that he pave as a theme
for the entire book, “the divine su-
premacy and sufficiency of Chriat”

Dr, Iver Oaon of Free Lutheran
Seminary In Minneapolis pave two
lectures on Hans Mielsen Hauge, In
the first one he dealt with Houge,
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the mon, On Saturday afternoon it
wus his messoge. In regird (o the
latter, Dr. Olson said that Hauge
did not preach a "social gospel”
vet his work greatly influenced Nor-
wegian society, While Hauge's mes-
sage was that of the need for
conversion, one of the chief reasons
for hiz success for God was his
ability to get people to talk and (o
discuss. He was actually very ellec-
tive in what ig today called “group
dynamics.”" The great layman cat-
alogued the chief sing in this way:
sing of the spirit—vainglory, an-
ger and worldliness; of the body—
gluttomy, laxiness and immorality,
The Christian home was  the
theme for a panel presentation on
Friday morning. Mrs. Theo. Ass-
ness, Doron, Minn.,  housewile,
spoke on the role of the wife and
mother in such a home, and Mr
Ed Mathison, Bagley, Minn., probed
the role of the husband and father,
Mr. Clifford Johnson, Esko, Minn.,
lectured on the stewardship of mon-
ey ot one of the Saturday morming
hours. He called upon everyone to
respect money, but not to worship
it. Mr. Johnson pointed to ted prin-
cipbez im Christian stewardship,
First, income must come from an
honorable source; and, second, pay
your tithe to the Lord first, pay
yvourself second (savings) , and take
core of goods and services last,
Sahvation in Christ, he said, is theo
prerequisite of right stesrardship,
Cm Friday there had been much
ground drifting: that night and all
Saturday it was extremely cold and
Sunday moming it snowed. All of
this no doubt affected attendance,
but nonetheless there were many
present Seturday morning nnd after-
noon and the church was packed
for the warship service on Sunday,
The Sunday morning Bible hour
wing conducted by Pastor Jonos Hel-
land, Willmar, Minn. His Bible study
wag based on II Theszalonians 2: 3—
17. Pastor Helland discussed wari-
ous signa polnting to the retum of

Christ and how we should heed
them and he ready,

Ag mentioned bofore, a large
audience wis present for the wor-
ship service on Sunday, led by the
host pastor, Rev. H. C. Maolstre,
Dr. Olson preached the sermon on
the text for the day, Luke 10 1720,
You can tell o lot about a person
by whot ke = happy abowut, Mr.
Olson sald. Sometimes we may be
glad if someons is falling into sin
or if we hear of apostasy in other
churches. This |z wrong, Thera
ought to be sorrow, he declured.
Reflee whan things go well in your
church or for others, he encouraged.
He also polnted out that Christians
are on the winning side. Battles
may be lost, but the war is being
wisit, The greatest oy, he reminded
us, iz if one's name |8 written in
il Book of Life It Is by believing
in Christ that this |z dene, Dr. Olson

said.

At the closing service of the con-
ference on Sunday afternoon, Pastor
Havnerd Huglen, Roslyn, 5 Dal,
gpoke on 11 Corinthlans 515, He
ermphasized that Jesus died for all
peaple and draws them without dis-
timetion on His part. The life that
is lived unto Christ by those wha
believe &5 a life unto others, This
invalves concern for our fellow-
man's relationghip to Jesus and a
concern lor his physical or temparal
situntion in life,

The Women's Missionary Federa-
tion conductéd a workshop on Fri-
day leading up to and including the
supper hour, A satisfactory attend-
ance was reported.

Special music was provided at
many of the services, Pestors Ger-
ald Mundfrom, Pukwana, 5 Dak,,
and John P. Strand, Minneapolis,
led the moming devotional sery-
ices.

Mealz were served ot the church
by the Ladies Aids of Zion, Kvam,
Tordenskjold and Sarpsborg Luther-
an Churches,
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CHURCH EXTENSION FUNDS
NEEDED

For yvariows rensons and purposes
requesis dre coming to the Misslon
Board of the Association of Free
Lutheran Congregations (o e
money from the Church Extension
Fund. In fact, st present we have
committed ourselves to loan momey
beyond the amount we hive on
hand in the confidence that others
will loan us funds which will be
relonned.

Your maney will do double duty
as It helps the advancement of the
Hingdom and glves you o fair re-
turn for the use of your money,
The Mizsion Board will pay 59
interest annually for money which
iz lpaned to us for five yvears. This
money i secured by the Mission
HBoard. It is payable on demand
with 50 days’ notice.

Twa or more other pastors have
mentioned that their congregations
are congidering making application
for a loan. Of course the Mission
Board must reach a decision that
it is n pood riek for both the con-
gregation and the Mission Board
before the lonns are mode

Those having money to [oan
ghould contact: Mr. Roberi Hur-
gheim, 2110 East Medicine Lake
Blvd., Minneapolis, Minn., mention-
ing they would like to lonn money
to the Church Extension Fund, and
the process of getting the forms
filled out will begin. Will you con-
sider an imvestment in Church Ex-
tension?

HOME MISSION
SLIDES AVAILABLE

Pictures of the churches which
have received a loan from the

Church Extenmsion Fund and plc-
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tures of the work of those which
arg recelving direct support from
Home Missions are now ovailable.
These are avallable for the purpose

of informing the members and
friends of the Association of Free
Lutheran Congregations of the work
that i being done in this area,
Altogether too litle is known of
this work in the Asseciation. You
may secure tho free use of thess
slides hy writing Pastor Harald
Schafer, 112 West Milner Ave., De
Kalk, Tlinois &0115

Lord®s Tahle
[Crntinued from page (7]

“What are you doing for me?' 1
answered something lke this, “Bui
Lord, thou knowest all the Sunday
school classes 1 have tought, the
Bible camp work, etc., | bave dong
for Thee in the years past.” Bui
it seemed thaot T heard Him say,
"But what are you doing now?”

T still tried to wiggle out by re-
minding the Lord Jesus Christ of
all T couldn't do now because of
my age, strength, etc, as if He
didn’t already know. Then finally 1
stopped the struggling in my=elf and
siid, “Lord Jesus, take this life of
mine and use me just as Thow will.”
What a wonderful peace enfolded
my being and real joy Aooded my
soul, And since that time God has
given met many different ways of
serving Him.

So at this Easter season once
again I'm reminded of this promise
to my wonderful King of kings and
Lord of lords, our risen Savior. And
my prayer again is, “Please use this
Thy servant any way Thou dost
choosa.™

Mrs. Amold Jodock
Fargo, M. Dak,

ERE YET THE DAWN HATH
FILLED THE SKIES

Ere yet the dawn hath filled the
skies,
Behaold my Savior Christ arise,
He chaseth from us sin and night,
And brings us joy and Lfe and light,
Hallglujah!

0 stronger Thou than dsath and
hadl,

Where 8 the fog Thou canst nob
quell?

Whai heavy siong Thou canst not
ol

From off the prisoned, suffring soul!

Hallely jakhl

IF Jesus lives, can 1 ba snad?
I know He loves me, and am glad:
Though all the world were dead to
me,
Enough, O Christ, if 1T have Theel
Hallelujah!

He feeds me, comforts, and defends,

And when | die His angel sends

To bear me whither He iz pone,

For of His own He loseth nons.
Hallelujahl

No more (o fear or grief 1 bow,

God and the anpgels love me now;

The joys prepared for me ioday

Drive fear and mourning far away,
Hallelujah

Strong Champion! For this comfort

BEE,

The whole world bringeth thanks
b Thes!

And ance we, too, shall ratse abave

More sweet and loud the song we
lowe:

Hallelujah!
=], Heermann
(from The Lutheran
Hymnary)

"For since we believe that Jesus
divd and rose agaim, even 50,
through Jesus, God will bring with
him those who have fallen psleap®
{1 Thess. 4:14) .
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EACH STEP WE TAKE

This article is & personal lesti-
maony of Mr, and Mrs, Alvin Grothe,
now an our mission feld in Brazil,
which has blessed mieny heerts al-
ready: and we trust it may challenge
future candidates who are definitely
called by God to the mission field

It goes back to m modest farm
in northern Minnesots, o Christian
home, and a yvoung fellow in that
home who knew not what the fu-
ture held; but God knew, and His
plan began to unfold day by day
und step by step, He, in His wisdom,
allowed this timid young man to
be all at once thrust into a sinful,
worldly environment, and to wit-
ness firsthand in overseas military
service the awfulness af heathen
worship, and a people living in
poverty, both spiritually and phys-
ically. This was to make an indelible
impression in the heart of this man
which was never to be forgolten.

In returning home he gave his
heart to the Lord, but became
wrapped up in the race of every-
day life. Ratsing a family, farming,
and worling for o contracbor lefi
little time for God; but God in His
love was persistent, constantly re-
minding kim of the heathen people,
lost without Christ, having no hope

Several years passed, and all the
while there was a resistance to the
tap of God's hand on his shoulder
“Nof Mot me, Lord! I'm doimg all
I can for them—praving, giving.
What more can 1 do? Certainly
you do nof expect us to go!” The
Holy Spirit was al work and God's
plan was unfolding.

Poge Fourbesn

Then, as if like a miracle, there
stood before this man and his wile
un open door. “Bshaold, 1 have set
before thee an open door” (Rev.
3:8) , Applications wera being taken
for misslonary candidaies ta go to
Brazil under the Bosrd of Missions,
Association of Free Luthernn Con-
Erepations,

Yes, this was us, standing before
ithis greai door, and Christ beckon-
ing us. “Take up thy cross and fol-
low me.” Forsake all. But how could
‘we? Farm, debts, children, school?
There wore just too many obstacles,
Lovie of material possessions—iyes.
Lack of faith, looking to self, yes
The struggle became great. Wa
matst oct, anmd thers must be &
decision. But we were afraid of
the decision.

After hours of prayer and sleep-
less nights, Romans 12:1 becames
real, and with it Matthew 28: 19, 20,
Topether in praver, Frances and I,
by the grace of God, came to a
decision. We must present our
selves a living sacrifice to God. All
must be His. Had He not given afl
for us?

In spite of all the impossibilities,
we must leave all in His bands and
follpw, We shall apply. Now there
was joy. God had shown us the
next step, The load was lifted, the
clouds parted, and we rested in
Him. What a wonderful feeling to
be nhle to rest in Him We knew
that the debts would consumes most
of our assets, not beaving enough
for school. God knew also. We knew
that school was about to begim,
arrangements must be made, a
houze rented. o part-time job found,
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lem=s were Hiz also, and He
take care of them, And he did, One

by one, step by step,

ality. The Board gave us the “go-
ghead” and so we entered school.
At this time a pari-time job was
glven to me, before there was o
chance of looking for one, We could

God's timing is never off, As our
finances dwindled, God saw the
need and was preparing a way, We
werg informed that the W.MF. had
n scholarshlp fund and that we
ghould apply, which we did. This
was al & time when we were a bit
discouraged, and the devil was
templing us (o give up; but God
says, *He who putteth his hand to
the plow and looketh back, is not
waorthy of my kingdom." How good
it was not to have a farm and
other things to draw us back

The scholarship was available
February |, and we were told that
the W.M.F. had accepted us as re-
giplents. How our hearts overflowed
with jov and thanksgiving Once
again God had shown us His faith-
fulness, and led us step by step,
nearer o the goal of His calling.
This scholarship wis an answer 1o
prayer and another lesson in God's
faithfulness. We felt ashamed as
we tead, “Why are ye so fearful?
How is it that ye have no faith?"
God who has called us was Faithful
in supplying the needs. By His
grace, we shall help carry out His
plan for a lost world: “that all men
might be saved, and come to the
knowledge of the truth”™ Let us
search cur hearis and ask oursalves
this question: Is God's will our will?
Am 1 willing to follow in His steps.
even If it means sacrifice?

Wa wish to leave you these verses
in closing: “For this cause we also,
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gince the day we heard it, do not
cease (o pray for you, and to desire
that ve might be filled with the
knowledge of His will in all wis-
dom and spiritual understanding:
that ye might walk worthy of tha
Lord unto all pleasing, being fruit-
ful in every good work, and |Increas-
ing in the knowledpe of God;
strengthened with all might, ac-
cording to His glorious power, unto
all patience and long-suffering with

Father, which has made us mest
io be partakers of the inheritance of
the salnts bn Hght; who hath de
Hyvered us from the power of dark-
ness and hath (ranslated v into the
kingdom of kis dear Son; in whom
we have redemption through his
bload, gven the forgiveness of sins.”

Recommendations for District Rally
Offerings

2, Church Extension
% Any other WMF Project

Minneapolis District WMF Rally
to b hield at Willmar, Mins., on

Wednesduy, April 18

1. Morning Bible Study by Mrs
David Hanson.

2. Afternoon speaker i Dr, Iver OI-

son from our Seminary.
3. The WMF Projects will slso be

joyfulness: giving thanks unto the [, General Fund

presented,

Parish Ed
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Sarah left for the spring where the older people
gathered in the evening she would begin her prepara-
tions.

Martha watched as Jonns and Sarah left the inn
When she was certain they were out of sight, she
took the sack from its hiding place and seated herself
nt the mill. Slowly she pround the precioons wheat
until o bowl woes flled with apowy white flour. It
was the finest she had ever seen—almost pood enough
for the Master.

When the flour was safely hidden Martha went
to lock for wood, Each stlek musi be carelully chosen;
if It were too green the smoke would mar the loaves.
Al lnsp everything waa rewdy. She hed even chosen
the perfect basket in which 1o carry (he fresh lopves.

The next morning Martha awole while it was
still dark and guistly went about the task she had
chosen. Lovingly she mixed the dough, leaving it
to rise while she built the fire, Just as the sun was
beginning 1o rise, Maritha bont over the low oven fo
remove the loaves. If only they would be as perfect
as she had hoped they would bel Trembling with
jox she saw that they were snowy white perfection—
four little loaves without o spot or blemish.

There was the sound of stirring within the Inn and
Martha hurriedly wrapped the lonves in & fresh napkin
and moved swiftly down the road in the direction of
Jerusalem. Emmaus was far behind before she stopped
running. At last she was on the way to affer her gift
to the Master.

When she came wr last to the viclnity of the
Temple she saw several groups of people in the streets,
but a careful search revealed no trace of the Master,
Timidly she approsched s soldier who stood near,
"D vou know where 1 con find the Rabbi they call
Jesus?" she asked.

"Wou ask me where Jesus is—I, who helped to
crucify Him just the other day?™ the soldier answered.
And then, at the sight of Martha's pale face, he said,
“It is true, child, He was crucified three davs ago
on Colgotha,™

Maortha leaned sgainst the building. Crucified! That
gentle man? And in her basket were the loaves for
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Him. She moved slowly toward the gate. A woman
was sitting in a doorway and Martha stopped, hoping
the soldier had been wrong. “Do you know Jesus?™
she asked. The woman rocked to and fro. 1 trusted
that He was the Redeemer of lsrael™ she sald, “There
is a wild tale that He is alive; some say He has been
gean. But He could not have risen Ffrom the dead”

Martha's feet moved heavily along the moad o
Emmaus, When she reached the inn it was late after-
noon, and she hid the litthe lowves before going o
meel Jonas and Sarnh. She was not quite ready o
surrender her gift yet Jonas and Sarah met her at
the front door, and the blows come as she knew
they would, When they had finished beating and
bernting her, Martha lay beside the oven with her
eyes closed.

She was aroused by the sound of footsteps and
volees falking eagerly. Martha recognized one of
them. 1t was Cleopas. He abways stopped at the inn
on his trips to Jerusalem, “Abide with us.” she heard
Cleopas say. “lor the day ia far spent”™

Then they entered, Cleopas, a friend of his, and
i stranger whose face was in the shadows, Painfully
Marths had arisen from her place on the floor and
now st about placing food on the table. She brought
the oil and wine and raisins and then she stopped,
remembering the four perfect loaves, Here were pood
men, tired from their journey; should she give them
her gift of love?

Her struggle was brief. She brought the baskei
from |t= hiding place and placed the loaves before
the stranger. Her eyes wers filled with tears as she
thought of the gift that hod not been bestowed, but
she ralsed her face to meat the gaze of the stranger!

It was the face she remembered! He looked lovingly
ol Martha, took the loaves and broke them. Haolding
them before Him He raised His eyes o heaven. Sud-
denly the room was Alled with a blinding glory!

Cleopas and his friend leaned forward and Martha
fell to her knees, The radinnce faded and the Master's
chair was empty. The two men sat spellbound, gazing
ot the empty chiir. Martha still knelt,

Dn the table lay the four perfect loaves, unexten,
but received and blessed,

—hAdapted from a story by Agnes Turnbull
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storp and each week brings his
tithe to church for the Lord's work.
Once there was a missing ingredi-
ent in their lives and their family
was a failure. Mow, in Christ, they
have found the answer—ithe ingredi-
ent “faith." It has transformed the
Father, the family, the present and
the future.

And how about you, friend? Have
you found the mnswer? [§ your
family, vour father, or perhaps you
yourself, a fallure? How about faith?
Caome (o Christ, Cast your sin and
yourselfl upon Him, “for whatsoever
is born of God overcometh the
world, and this is the victory that
overcometh the world, even our
faith™ (I John 5:4).

GRACE
Amaring, marvelous, waonderful
prace!

Grace that's sufficient for all our
need,

Provided regardless of color or
creed.

Buy ii? earn 17 deserve i? no, nev-
&r

Marvelous grace: it's free, it's freel

God supplies the wants of our daily
bresd;

Wie're more precicus thon sparrows,

In His Word He has said.

Yet, greater than this in His infinite
plan,

He provides a Savior for every lost
T

He hates the sin, bot loves the sin-
ner;

Sent His only Begoiten to become
the Savior,

Providing salvation for all
world.,

Spurn Him? reject Him? No, repent
and accept Him!

Give ceaseless praise and thanks
farever!

Amazing, marvelous, wonderful
Erace!

Ehe

Edna Hliss
Mayville, M, Dak.
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