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PENTECOST IS PERSONAL

Acts 2:34, 38

We are so thankful that St. Luke
portrayed Pentecost so graphically
in the first chapters of the Book
of Acts—the miracke of the power
of God in the lives of men He
tells of strange and mysterious
things which happened to the dis-
ciples on that dav so long apgo.
He told of the sound of & mighty,
cushing wind which accompanied
tongues as of fire which rested
upan the heads of the assembled
saints. Thus the Holy Spirit came
to the people who were assembled
and they spoke in wvarious lan-
Euages.

Many folks think that the mir-
aclea of Pentecost i5 seen in the
flames as of fire, or the sound
gs of & mighty, rushing wind, or
the speaking in the longuapges of
the assembled people. Mo, in none
of these; the true mirncle is seen
in the faci that the Holy Spirit
came into individusls® hearts and
translormed their Hves!

Obedient to the command of the
ascending Lord, the disciples as-
gembled in the Upper Room in a
continuows  prayer meeting. Bt
they had no idea what was about
to take place, Their deparied Lord
told them to "“win the world for
Him," and they were too fearful
i assume responsibility for thelr
owt spiritual states, Surely, if they
looked at themselves and at their
own abilities, each must have de-
cried the Lord’s wisdom in calling
them o service because they were
nobodies, untrained, fearful  fum-
bling, Imdecisive,

But, with the coming of the
Haoly Spirit, all this was changsd—
simply by His coming Into thelr

lives and hearts personally,

Often people wonder why Peter
wis singled out so emphatically
for such & prominent place on the
first Penfecost. As we ses the
cringing, blubbering, denving dis-
ciple in the High Priest’s garden,
it’s difficult for us to associate
that person with the courageous
person on Pentecost. whose soul-
soarching sermon  broughi 3000
souls into a living relationship with
the living Christ! And the marve-
lous miracke of Pentecost happensd
to all the disciples, not only 10
Peter. And what was the miracle?
It was that, being filled with the
Holy Spirit, these mon went every-
where, fearlessly proclaiming the
saving Ceospel of Jesus Christ,
Nothing stopped them. They got the
reputation of being those “who
turned the world upside down'™|

Pentecost must become a per-
sonal experience again! There’s no
doubt about it, what happsned on
that first Pentecost was wonderful.
But we need a rebirth of that Pen-
tecostal power in sach of our Hves.

As we |ook about us in the
church today and observe the pen-
eral apathy and dirth of zeal by
those who wish o be known as
God's children, we can hardly be-
lieve that these are the inheritors
of thalt powerful demonstration aof
the Spirit of some 2000 years sgo!
Whit has happened to the fires
of enthusiasm which bumed so
brightly then? (They have been
traded for symbolical abstractions. )
What has happened to the people
af the church who were willing to
risk everything for the excellency
of the knowledpge of Christ Jesus
the Loed? (They have become sat-
isfled with a “working knowledgea™
of the church—without power.)

According to the Word

What has happened to the Chris-
timns' hunger and thirsg after right-
eousness? (The congregation is
fortunate if half the group shows up
for Sunday services, etc.)

There was a time when the
Christinn would welcome death
rather than deny his Lord—nomw,
if “it iz convenbent™ and not likely
to “offend” his nelghbor, he “may”
irvite him to chuech, ete. There was
a time when Christians gave freely
of the best that they had, Now, it's
a sad commentary on our Limes
that Lutherans are spending momo
on liguor and tobacco than on for-
elgn missions! The church has be-
come flabby and lazy!

Pentecost ks a personal experi-
ence! Pentecost is timely; Pente-
cost is for today! We need to hear
Guu's proclamation as uitered by
Peter, "Repent and be baptized, and
recaive the Haoly Spirit." Unless
there is a returning to God, we can-
not expect the promise to apply (o
ws, “For the promise is to you and
to your children, every one whom
the Lord our God calls.”

How can it happen? How can the
Holy Spirit work His work in oor
lives? Through worship and faith,
God, in His wisdom, has instructed
us 1o assamble together for worship;
and if we do, we shall edify one
another in our prayer and praise
and instruction in God's Word, The
Holy Spirit works through the
means of grace—the Word and the
Sacramenis.

Pentecost can hoppen again! Pen-
tecost is persomal! It can, It mecst
happen to chanpge your life and
minge—{rom f(umbling indecisions,
nobodies, with no goal, to disciples
who are walking episiles—coura-
grous in proclamation and devatio,
in direction and in stamina,

—Hubert F. DweBoer

The Lutheran Ambassador iz published biweekly {except the first issue of August) by the Association of
Free Lutheran Congregations, 3110 Enst Medicine Loke Blvd, Mpls., Minn. 55427, Rev. Raynard Huglen, Ros-
lyn, South Dakots 57261, is the editor. Subseription price 5 £2.50 per year in advance. Subscriptions should be
sent to The Lutheran Ambassadar, 3110 East Medicine Lake Boulevard, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55427, Sec-
ond-claze postage paid at Minneapaolis, Min,
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Fifth Annual Conference
of the

Association of Free Lutheran Congregations

June 14-13, 1967

St. Paul's Lutheran Church
1603 Fifth Street North
The Rev. Trygve F. Dahle, Sr., Pastor
Host Congregation

Sessions at Oak Grove Lutheran High School

Coaference Text: I Osr, @
Conference Theme: “Our God Is Akle"

FPrgram [oF the Anmual Conlerencs of thd ASSOELETHN
of Free Lutheran Congregatinmns.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14

9500 nm. Hegisitiation for the annunl Womoen's hlisslon-
ary Federation Convention

10:00 a.m. The Women's Convenlion begins

All Conference Committees are to meet at the
Oak Grove Lutheran High School dining hall
frr & dewatbonal session and room assignments

HAH pom. Opening service with a messapge on the Con-
ference text by Heverend Julivs Hermumslie,
Spieer, Minnesota

Opening af the Conference by President John 1*
Sitrmrnd

The appaintment of necessnry commitioes

THURSDAY, JUNE 15

$:00 n.m. Devolions
The report of the Credentials Commitles

The eleciion of the Nominating Commitiee for
1968

The Presideni’s messige
The report ol the President of the Coordinnting
Cormimbties
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11:30 a.m,

240 pom,

Gz pum

Tl pm

The Treasursr's report

The report of Commiiies Number 1

Prayer Hour. The Proyer Hours will be led
by Fev. Lars Stalebroten. Eugene, Oregon

Downtions
The reporlt of the Credentials Commitioes
The Feport of the Nominating Cemmibttoe

Elretion of nominees for the Migtin Corpora-
thon and the Mission Board

The election of nominees [or the Froe Lutheron
Thenlogical Seminary Corpotation and Board

Continuing discussion of the report of Commits
tee Number 1

Elpetion of the Viee-President and Secretary
of the Asscclatbon of Free Lutheran Congre-
Ealioms

Electon of Commitiee Mumber 1 for the 1968
Annual Conferenes

Repart of the commitiee on revising the Rulbes
[or Work

Election of one member to the Coordinating
Commibttiee

Bupgict maclng of U Semiinary Corporntion
al n ploee b e anpoaneesd

Misskon Fr‘ﬁ“l.'l-ll Service conducied by the WHEF
afl the Aszociptlon of Free Latheran Congre-
gatiimE, ey, Horbert Frame, Chaguel, Minae-
wida, speaking
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HIAY,

7-Hl m.m
4 i mi
LU0 dim

230 pom

b A m

H:0 pom

IUNE 16

Breakin th

il the Georvdner

meine of Misslon Copporalion

Hated

Elins

Fopart ol the Credentinls Committes

FEequnsd of the comimiites &6 the obSitrvames ol
Both nmmiversary of the Prolesiant Belormnlion

Thi
lmziical

reprt e th thetr Ths-

Reminary, e

weting doean o
Iver Dlsan

Thee repart from the acting dean of the Hible
Schonl, Fov., Jdoln P Strmmd
The report of the chalrman ol the Seminney

laird, Postor George Soberg

Report of Committees Number 3

Rt of the Nomimnting Commiiiee

1668

Elvetion of Commities Niember 2 for the

Aannunl Conference
Pravier Hioir
Dhevralions

The roport ol e

The rejmarl «of
Hurmld Schafer

Credentinls Dommities

the DMssions” Director, Ry

PBepart of the chaipmugn of (he Missiom Hoprd

Beport of the chairman of the Commission on
Evanpelism

Fopor] of Use Nommating Commitbes

Eleetiom of Commitiee Number 1 for the 1%E5

Armeal Confeoremee
Bangueet for hé paslors and helr wives

Worship servier conducied by laymen

SATURDAY, JUNE 17

WK 5om

Lrvndinns

The Feport df s Credesifinls Oommiress

Heport by the chairmaon of the

Board, D lver Clsn

Report of Comimiiie:

Bliwrariship

Mimmiwer 4
of thie Nomuwiting Commitbes

uf

(S LTS

Eleclion membEr o ihe Stewardship

Board

kAl

Flection of Uomemittes Number 4 1o the 1938

Admimial Cofilefefics

chairmnon of the Hoord ol Publl-
Parish Education

Repurt of the
catbime and
Rt ol the Executive Secrelory ol the [5E
partment of Parish Education

Keport of Commiitee Sumber b

Floethon of Urmmibtbes Number o Doc the 1958
Annual Conference
Eleetion of one member of the Board ol Pub-

lhemtinms and Parish Edueation

Prayer Hour

R: p.m

SUNDAY,

RN §p.m

I pm

ol fiifies

That T

Hieguad ad ihae

et Crolenlials Cormrmiited
uth Himard

Ssumlsrr &

Youlh Board

LOGS

Election of one member (o Uh

Elpetion of Cammitice Mumber 6 for thi
Annunl Conlerenaee

Flopuert ol the Pepsion Bodrel

Feport of Committes Nomber T

Eleetion of ome member to ihe Pension Boanrd

Election of Commmities Number T e the 1068

Anmgnl Conlerenes
Bepart af the General Rescdullon Cornmities
Election af the General Resolution Commilies:

tor tler THGE Al Conlerenos

Youilh mipghl ol the Conleremed
in ehnrge ol the servies

With wolf Ll

JUNE 18

Paul's Li-
Albert Haoulnmaki

Holy Commuminon Service of the 5i
theran Charsh with  FPasiol
birlnghng the meditathon

Warship serviee ot the Oak Grove audiloriom
Message by Foev, Erncst Langness, MeWVilke,
Maortl Dbt s lichard Snipsiepd, viee-
president of e Asdoolhltion of Free Lutlieran
Congregaiions, lilurgist

Drilinatkn Serviee o the Uk Girowe  puclibor-
i, Pastor Cetorge Soberg, chiliman of the
Beminnry Board, lesding the service, message
Iy Rew, Johm P, Slrand who will officinle nl

the Ordimaticn
Clisineg of the 1MIT Ansinial Conlerenod
Conference Committbes

Hev. Johia P, Strand
Fev. Hatry C. Molslpe

s

5, Pouls Lutheron Chorch, Trpgve F. Dohle, G

L aRyregatine

Faalgr, Mo

g the dssgel Cosderence, The church n locofed o

800 Fihh Siresl Motk 6 Fasgs
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Revival and Awakening

Rev. Knute Gjestjeld
Thiel River Falls, Minn.

HAT do we mean by re-

vival? Thers 5 more than
one definition: Following s ong
that T think quite clear and short
“A service effecting n religious
awakening.” ©One minister was
heard (o say, “We do nol want
revival hut we wani awakening."
If the definition we roferred (o 18
correct, then such a statement will
cause confusion. Sad (o say ansd
sad to bebold, we have lots of con-
fusion in our churches today, Amny-
one with spiritual discernment ac-
knowledges that the ministers and
church leaders are, 10 4 great oo
tent, the cause of it!

In many churches we have hed
no evingelist or preacher working
for rewival for tweniy years or
even more! Wha is to blame for it?
Blind or dead ministérs! The blind
or dead see no nead Tor awaken-
ing!

They think they are pretty good

people;

they take pood care of their fam-

ilieas

they go o church every Sunday

and pay church dues;

they have done nothing 1w be

ashormed of;

they depend on their own good

works;

they even hire o minister 1o

preach;

they are slaeping in peace;

they are not afraid to dig,
because thiey have never seen (heir
own sin, never seen the nesd of ac-
cepting a4 Savier! Mo doubt the min-
ister ahould shoulder ithe blame {(or
part of it} for such a spiritual &on-
dition!

However, there is more than one
wiay o be deceived. False teaching
and false peeaching is another way,
toy b sure. The minlster has been (0
school For many vears, studving the
Bible. He should know the way!
But still one preaches this and wn-
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other teaches that One tesches sin-
lessness, another s opoinst L
Some teach thap we are all saved;
others that only a few are snved)
And an forth ond so on! Bui iha
Word does give us warming.

I am inclined to think that the
most common sin among chuech
people 5 self-righteousness, Al
self-rightesusness s o profes]
against the righteousness of God.
It is the sin that s the most diffi-
cult 1o gat the sinner away from.

From the fime of Christ and from
thie beginning of the church a con-
timual fight has been going on
sgainst self-rightecusness, Still it
i% a8 rampant and common in our
doy s it ever was. Yes, in spite of
many Sincere Warnings—warnings
from the prophets of the Old Testa-
ment, bul more especinlly, by evan-
gelists and apostles in the New
Tesiament, Why is it that Poul,
in the middle af speaking of Christ
nnd the freedom of the Spirl, comeas
in with the warning, “Waork ol
your own salvation with fear and
trembling™? Why is fear and irem.
bling necessary? If we are awale
and aware of the many temptations
tos be led astray and also pwake to
our own weakness, we will under-
stand why we need “fear and trem-
Bling.”

The next sentence gives you the
explanation, short and clear. “For
God = at work in vou," The work
af God is just the opposite o the
work of man

In Philippians 238, we read, "Let
nothing ke done through strfe or
valn glory, but in lowliness of mind
led each esieem other better tham
themselves.” This is Spirit and lan-
punge from heaven! In connection
with this thought Paul tells us how
the Son of God lefy heaven and the
glory with His Father and came
down 1o earth, became a man to
suffer and die Tor us. Yes, He roze
for our justification and tool ab-de
in the sinmer’s heart, From the day
af salvation God is leading us on

the narow way 1o heaven, But God's
leading ks done through His Body,
the Churc

Do we enderstand the responsi-
bility of being a church member? In
the church all the sdult members
should be workers, We lnow they
cannot all be preachers but they
can all be workers, Listen to what
God savs: “lirst apostles, second
prophets, then teachers, then work-
grs of mirackes, then healers, help-
ers, administrotors, speakers in
varioas kinds of tongues {1 Cor.
|2-28), These are quite a few pifis!
Maybe yvou have one of them. Help-
ers are mentioned; could vou come
in there? Oh, yes, you can, if love
is the force motivating you! Lowve
is incerased by practicing Love
s Inventive. T Corinthians 13 13
callad the “Love Chaprer.” Here we
are informed that ALL gifis, with-
aut love, are noething. This 15 &
revelntion from God, This is awak-
ening. When we are complaining of
not having revival, don’t vou think
that the real cnuse of it 8 lack of
love?

1 have resd about it and also
heard shout it, that children born
inte thizs natural world do  not
thrive wiihout love! In spite of the
hest of care in every other wuy!
The care done in love with o real
miother is necessary (o get the pros-
perous growth and best of develap-
men

When a baby arrives inbo & home
it makes some work and responsi-
hility, especially (o (he mother. The
baby must be kept clean, clothed,
and fed. The temperature must be
winiched, it must be kept at a cer-
tuin degree, When the mother does
it, it is o work of love.

Yes, it is work amd even bother,
but the mother-disposition  likes
that kind of work, even though i
sometimes becomes a bother. The
baby feels the tender touch and the
loving spirit, thrives, grows, and
develops physically and spiritually
The mother is chesred to see the
first smile, and happy o hear the
firsd word of ik and gradually
forming sentences, although i i§
far from correct according 10 gram-
mar.

| Ceuntfanairad e purge 5]
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Chegstion: 1s there any  differ-
ence between the “soul” and “spir-
it" in man?

Anszveer  Some  interpreters of
Scripture think thers is a differ-
ence, but disagres over what the
difference is. The passage which
2 wsually quoted is [ Thess. 523
"I pray God vour whole spirit and
soul and body be preserved.” From
this it is supposed that man i a
trinity—ijust as God is. The body is
that part of man which is related
to the material world; the soul is
that part of us which makes us
conscious of ourselves and other
people; and the spirit is that part
by which we communicate with
God. The spirit and soul are two
different entities, becauss the Word
of God is sharp, “dividing asunder
the soul and spirit” Some people
go so far as to think that the
“spirit” part of man is that which
comes inte being whéen man s
born again, If that is so0, the un-
regenerate have no spirit—only soul
and body,

But now we read in the Bikle
that Christ went and presched to
the spirits wha were in prison (1
Pet, 3:19), These unregenerate ones
arg sud 1o be spirits. And Jahn
smw “under the altar the zouls of
them that were slain for the word
of God" (Rev. 6:9). Shouldn™ it
rather be spirits he saw there?

Lutherans have generally held
that man is ceomposed of tao paris
only, soul and body. That the soul
is not merely the life principle of
the body is indicated im Matt. 10:
28, "Fear nod them which kill the
body, bul are not able to kill the
snul.” Soul and spicll appear (o be
swnonyms for the samea thing—Ilike
the expression “might and main.”
We can use either soul or spirit;
and we mean the same thing by
each, and ope and the same thing
wien we use both words together.

Poge Six

Bui we may lind ourselves in deep
water I we procesd fo make
hairling distinctions between the
two. The soul can be split by the
Word of God; so can the spint;
g0 can the body. But the passage
in which Paul prays that the spirit,
soul and body may be preserved
iz that the whole being—all that
they are—of theze people may be
preserved. 1n this manner we must
also undeestand the command that
we ghould lowe God with cur whole
heart, mind, soul and strength—in
other words, with all that there is
in us—rather than with four parts
which make up our baing.

Question: Was the cross used as
a symhbal of pain and sorrow before
Christ was crucified on one? Jesus
Himself said, “If any man will
come after me, let him deny him-
self, take up his cross, and follow
me.”

Answer: AL least many of the
people whe wers present at the
irial of Christ before Pllate were
acquainted with the practice of
crucifixion, for the mob demanded
that Christ be crucified

Actually, this method of execu-
tion was used for several centuries
before the time of Christ. From
history we learn that it was used
by Assyrlans, Scythlans, Cartha-
gintans, Egyptians, Macedonlans,
Persians, Greeks and Romans. The
last two used it only in the case of
slaves, and then only in instances
of serious crimes meriting severs
punishment. Crucifixion came to be
psscinted with ignominmy  and
ghame, as well as with excruciat-
ing pain and suffering. lt was
shameful because it was reserved
for the oulcasts from socbety: that
it was painful is self-evident. In the
thinking and speaking of the peo-
ple the cross symbolized shame and
suffering: so0 it was when Christ
fived,

After the death of Chris{ on
the Cross, His Cross stands for
salvation, redemption, hope and
lifa. We plory in the Cross, place it
on church steeples and wear it on
the lapels of our coats. To us
there is nothing shameful about it
Non-Christians may find it offensive
at times, but there is little of that
in our land. But there is a cross
which Christians bear. What may
that be? It iz the ostracism, op-
position, persecution, pain and pri-
wation which a person is called upon
to bear and endure because he is
o follower of Chrst,

If you kove o guestion, sesd it e Dr
lvmr Olsss, 3170 [ Sedicies loks Blvd,

Minnl-upnlil, Miss SR4IT. Wi “Guedilon
Bax' on the efeelspe.

LIFE ETERNAL

1 lay on the hospital bed guite i,
The shadows thickened and all was
stills

When suddenly there appeared a
halo of light;

With amazement 1 looked at the
puzzling sight.

As | was pondering what it could
be,

The light encircled a4 canary on a
branch of a tree,

The little bird's beak tilted up to
the skies,

And sang so0 gleefully there came
lears b my eyes,

I =said to the bird as he sang with
such glea,

“Little bded, that you are happy
i5 eRay Lo gee”

“¥es," replied the bird, *'T am very
glad;

The world s mine, %0 I'm pever
aad.

1 fly, T eat, T rest at will,

So 1 sing my song "Tu whit tu whil,'

“But when I die, my life is o'er,
For wou, life continues, so your
joy should be mare”

The vision faded, but the song
filled my soul,
A glorious heaven—ithe saved sin-
ner’s goal!
Mrs. Anna Opland
Thief River Falls, Minn,

The Lutheran Ambassador
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GOD'S SUFFICIENT GRACE

Muartha Kleppe, Thiei River Falls,
Minnesola

Babby ran into the house ond
shouted, "There’s been an scci-
dent!” After rving to calm the
child, the mother called a neighbor
to pet the details. That led to o long
comversation which later sst Mrs
Brown thinking about the confused
wiorld in which she and Bobby were
living. She saw poverty versus af-
fluence; crime versus law  and
ordér; Wice  wversus  morality.
She sensed that somehow she
was part of thiz complex so
cial structure. Then she recalled
what she had read that morning
about & man who hed experienced
untold blessings when he resolved
ta do evervthing as God would have
him do—in family conversation, in
driving the car, in working at the
office. That bed her oo pray lervent-
ly, “Lord, give me grace to live in
Thy will in this mixed-up world.”

Mrz. Brown's world is our world,
tos. We see poventy and note how
some react Lo it in bitterness, while
others in prosperity become con-
coited, self-satisfied, and forget
God. OF course, we rejolee ol the
many who are fabthful to God no
matter whal their economic stalies
may be, Statistics reveal that crime
iz increasing four times faster than
the population is increasing. Many
fmctors  comtribute 06 crime, but
Scripture gives (he basic one, “For
as 4 man thinketh in his heart, so
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is he" It is therefore imperitive
that children are helped to think
rightly about law and its enforce-
mment, Respect for low—God's law
as well as civil law—is caught rath-
ér than taught. Il adults disobey
lnws and ordinances, the sesd of
disrespect for authority is planted
in the child's mind. Vice in many
disguises subtly undermines moral-
ity and leads to compromise with
sin. Sensitivity to sin is then los
and the devil gets a foothold,

Let us ask ourselves, “Are we
excusing sin n our lives? Are we
permiiting thoughts of unkindness,
envy, and jeslousy to creep into our
asgoclation  with  family and
friends?” It takes the groce of God
to face the reality of sin. In a hymn
stanga Kaj Munk states wherein
dur trust must be,

Thou  knowest, my soul, God's
grealmess,

Thou knowest what power ba Has;

But Satan, too, s mighty

And fights in subtle ways,

Take heart, my soul, and fainl not

Though oft thy faith be wenk:

"Tis true the foe is mighty

But stronger still is God

A new family moved into the
pommunity where the Blacks lived.
Mr, Jones wirs @ man of the world—
entertaining, friendly, and jolly; bat,
gad to say, he often took God's
name in vain. The Blacks knew this
was sin, so they could not over-
lpok mnor condone it But  what
should they do? They could pray
and they did. They swere conflident

thay “when God charts the course
all will be well.” They invited the
Joneses to their home, and, as al-
ways, offered fervent prayers at
mealtime, Mr. Jones sensed that
cursing did not belong in his speech
when he was with the Blacks, The
next move by the Blacks was to in-
vite the Joneses to worship services
and evangelistic meetings. Several
vears passed before prayers were
answered. Then it happened. Mr.
Jones was converted. He saw he
wag a sinner, he repented, he con-
fessed his sin, and accepted Jesus
as his own Savior. He became a
“new creature in Christ” and all his
ahilities, talents, and charm wers
directed to leading his family and
many others to Christ, Gods all-
sufficient grace supplied him with
power o five the new life,

The devil may try to cause mis-
understandings and hatred among
neighbors and friends—especially
among Christians. A Christian
woman of repute began to dislike
nnd hate 8 co-worker who possiped
and told lies. In o conversation with
o friend she wns convicted of sin—
the sin of hatred. She confessed il
and sought God's forgiveness and
grace was glven her to befriend her
co-worker and lead her to Christ,
When prayer and intércession pro-
ced from hearts right with God, the
Blessings of God abound,

Let us, like Mrs, Brown, examine
ourgelves and ask, “Are we willing
tor stand up for God-given con-
victions in spite of the world's
ridicule? “Are we willing to follow
as God leads even though we canmot
seg the whole journey?® Others
have dong 30 and they have always
found God's grace sufficient—not
only in the big crises of lifa but in
the small daily problems of every-
day living. God's promise to Paul in
Il Corinthians 12:9 is for us, too,
“And he said unio me, My grace
is  sufficient for theo: for my
strength |s made perfect in weak-
ness, Most gladly therefore will |1
rather glory in my infirmities, that
the power of Christ may resi wpon
mE_II'

(Miss Kleppe will lpad the Bibla
siudy at the WMF Convention in
Fargo on Wed., Jung 14.)
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WMF CONVENTION NOTES

Tirme: June 14, 1967—8:30

Place: Oak Grove Lutheran High

Schoal, Fargo, Morth Dakota
Prayer Leader: Mrs. Jay Erickson
Speakers: Miss Martha Kleppe, Mrs.

Crville Olson
Theme: [sainh 54:2
Theme Song: With God and His

Mercy
Cost of Moon Meal: 51,25
For lodging, write Lo

Misa Eula Mae Swenzon

L& MNorth Third Stree

Fargo, North Dakotas
Registration: F1.00

Exveryone please bring cookies for
coffee breaks.

Thursday, June 15, Fellowship
Breakfnst for Mational and District
aflicérs and pastors’ wives, T:00
BT

Mission Festival Spaaker
{Thursday evening): Rev, Herberl
Frinz

Muzic by Bible Schonl Choir

WMF WORKSHOPF HELD AT
NORMAN CHURCH

The Spring Waorkshop for the
Westarn  Morth  Dakola=Eastomn
Montana District was held April
IB, at the Norman Lutheran
Church, rural Tioga.

The theme for the Workshop wis
basad on Phil. 2: 16, “Holding forth
the word of life! that | may rejoice
in the day of Christ, that T have not
run in wvain, nmeither laboured in
vain."

The program opened with the
hymn, “Hark, the Voice of Jesus
Calling.™ Mrs, Kenneth Mylandes
wias the orpanist for the progriam,

The welcome was extended by
Mrs. Bud Rice, president of the Mor-
man Ladies Ald

A Bible Study on Phil, 2:12=18
wis presenied by Mrs. Koule Jore,
DMistrict viee president, from Cul-
berison, Mont, “We are to be obedi-
enl, wilngssing Chrisiians, holding
forth the Word of Life to all the
workd,”

A ladies” chorus from the Beaver
Creck Ladies Ald sang. “Have Thine
Chwn Way "
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Mrs. Roy Syverson, District Presi-
dient, gave a report on the Bible
Conference held in Dalton, Minn,

Mrs. Lester Lalim sang a savlin,
"Where He Leads Me, T Will Fol-
Tow,™

Mrs. Clare Munch. Culberison,
Mont., gave a chalk talk entitled.
“The Bible 5tands.” She closed her
chalk talk with a poem, "The An-
vil"

A brief resume of the WMF proj-
ects wis given by Mrs. Walter
Enger, Tioga.

A skit on Junior Misslons was
glven by ladies from the Zion Ladies
Ald,

Mrs. Hoy Syverson presided at
the business meeting. The sscre-
tary's and treasurer’s reporls were
read and approved. Mrs, Syverson
encouraged the women to attend
the Anfual Conference in Fargo in
June. She also reminded us to renow
our Ambassedor subsoriptions,

The following committoes were
appointed. Mominating Committes:
Mrs., Impman Iverson, chairmin,
fMrs. Ted Blikre, Mrs. Donald An-
dargng  ad Mis. Marvin Tande,
hold-over member. Auditing Corm-
mittee; Mrs. Lynn Hartsoch and
Mrs. Fred Ferguson,

Mrz. Kenneth Nylander, president
of the Zion Aid, invited the WHMF 1o
have the Fall Rally in the Zion
Chiurch.

“0 God of Mercy, God of Might™
was sung, followed by a elosing
Prayer,

The ufl'::rl.nu was given 1o the
AFLC Bible School, The lunch pro-
ceds were sent to the WMF Gener-
al Fund

We wizh to thank the Morman
Ladies Aid for being the hostess
for an inspiring afternoon centered
arcund the Word of Ged.

Mrs. Roneld Grovgaard
Secretary

ABOUT OUR ANNUAL
CONVENTION

Dear WMF Workers,

The HNational officers of our
WMF have been making plans for
our June conferance for the last
four months now, and we do hope
and pray that many of you are mak-
ing plans to come to Fargo for our
big day, This year we wish it
wioild be possible for at least five
hundred women to be there. IL is
a day for vou to enjoy and to help
maks decisions for the work in the
yvear to come, You will be eleching 2
president this vear also,

It will mot cost vou so much if
you gel wour reservation in early,
You cam scay right on the Oak
Grove campus, How thankful we
are that we can use these focilities,

It would be especially wonderful
if we could have every district pres-
ident as well as every abd president
present, We are p|a|‘ihlt‘|g a hreak-
fast om Thursday morning at 700
for naticnal and district officers and
pastors’ wives. Perhops each Indics
aid In the Disteict could contribute
2500 or more Lo halp pay the ex-
penses of vour digiriet |:||'E'£|d-E-:I'IL

Please priay much for our WMF
duy, for Migs Martha Kleppe, Mrs
Orville Ol=on and alse for Mission
Festival service, with Rev, Herbert
Franz as our speaker.

Pray now nhout the gift you will
be giving to our Bible school and
the Seminary and Bible School Li-
brary Fund., We hope that overy
i will send their thank offerning
gift, so please fill In the blanks
and send it with someone to our
conference.

In Christ.

Mr=. Herlert Presteng
President, WMF

P rme
Address
Mame of Congregition

Gift of e tr Comvention offering (Bible School) Wednesday
Gift of $—— {0 Mission Festival offering (Seminary and Bible

School Library Fund})

The Lutheran Ambassador




MEMORIAL DAY

About o month ago we drove to a country church
nat far from here (o attend the funeral service for
g 2venr-old casualty of the Viet Nam war. As we
approached the churchyard Filled with cars, the whole
conflict thousands of miles away was suddenly much,
much closér (han it had ever been before,

This young soldier kost his life just a week be-
fore but due to many technological advances his body
could be brought “hack  home” so  quickly
to lie in n familiar place near the church of his
childhood and wouth, After o simple, quiet service
the huge throng walked to the cemetery and broced
apatnst bitterly cold April winds as the final rites
were conducted und two buplers plaved that most
haunting sound of “Taps" A soldier brother siood
with hiz family and saluted the two-man army es
cori as they presented the American flag o his
mebier. Two boviwod friends, just recently returned
fraom Viet Nam, were among the casket bearers, Who
can tell the thoughts that must have gone through
their minds that doy?

On Memorinl Day we pay tnbule b0 our war
dead. We would not thereby plorify war, bubl we
would recogiize that in the kind of world we live
in, some have given their lives that others might
have freedom. And thot should make us all very
humble. And we have the profound conviction that
those who make the supreme sacrifice in Viel Mam
are doing thag just as well as those who seemed io
die & little more glamarously af the Mame or Leyte
ar Bunker Hill.

We have said before and say again, some day
wie wotldd like to visit one of the great cemeteries of
the Amercan war dead overseas, God willing, that
opportunity may come s $oon o8 this summer.

On Memaorial Day, especially, bt us remember,

FARGD BECKONS

A man who wias there as a boy called our -
tention to the Tact that the Lutheran Free Church
held her annual conference at Oak Grove Seminary
fas it was called then) in Fargo, N. Dak., in 1907,
sixty wears apgo. Those who know their history will

Moy 18, 1967

recall that Oak Grove had been started the year
previous and the LFC ten years before,

Well, this faet adds a bit of interest to the forth-
coming annusl conference of the Association of Free
Lutheran Congregations to be held at the same lo-
cation in June and we thank our informant, Mr. Joe
Husfloen of Fargo, for the information,

Rev. C. J, Carlsen, in his book The Years of Our
Chureh, stales thay shortly prior to that conference
the young LFC had lost two leeders by death. They
ware Professor Georg Sverdrup, founder of the church,
and Pastor Ole Paulson, “grandfather” of Augshurg
Seminary, The report of the Board of Chganization
that wvear mentioned that spiritual awakenings had
token plece during the wear, but that evangelistic
preaching wns nol enough; there was a need (o work
together, The report mentioned voung people’s ral-
lies for the first time and there were rumblings of
language difficulties in the church. Statistically, the
LFC had approximately 28000 members, an average
of 242 to & call (parish] .

S50 much for that Much more recently, the As-
sociation held her first regular annusl conferepce
in Furgo four years ago. The business sessions were
held at St. Paul's Lutheran Church, then newly ac-
quired as a mission property. Even ot that time it
was well filled at times and today could not begin
to sccommodile the attendance expected in Jupe,

At the 1963 conference there were a greal many
uncertminties. That pgathéring was the first regular
one since the merger, as we said, Al least 60 con-
gregations or groups were felt (o be a pan of the
Association, but not too muech was known for sure
There was no seminary and hope had pretty well
bean given up for starting one that year. We had no
miszlon Fields, but the Rev. John Abel was giving
leadership (o the stimulotion of mission mlerest

The conflerence that velr took some specific sleps
It proposed that Brizil be considered for our liest
world mission fiekd and it suthorized the establish-
ment of a theological seminary in 1964 ot a place
to be determined,

Two actions, al least, of that conference hawve
et yet been carried out, One was the recommenda-
tion that the Youth Committee secure a part-time
vouth advisor for Luther League and Bible camp
wark, The other resolutlon suggested that a siewnrd-
ghip secretary be elected by the Stewardship Com-
mittee to oversee o stewardship program  in the
church. Lack of personnel has been a great hind-
rance to the implementation of these actions thus far.

Fargo, 1983, grappled willingly with the issues
confronting it. The spirit was good and the fellow-
ship pleasant, It was a crucial conference, but it
proved to be a steady step forward for a fledgling
organizathon.

The conference in Fargo this summer will be a
historical one, too, Through it the Association will
ardain her first pastors. This in itsell will set the
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conference apart, But there will be other Important
matters before the delegates, such ds the building
program for Assecintion Lutheran Bible School in Min-
neapolis, OFf these and other matters we shall try
te speak more fully next time.

Farpo beckons us for 1967, This city had strong
pdvocates in its behalf as headguarters of the As-
sociation and seat of the seminary and Bikble school
Minneapolis was chosen Instead, but it is always
nice to come back to this gateway city which has
s0 many memories connected with it in the establish-
ing of the Assdciation of Free Lutheran Congréga-
tions, If we have “holy ground” in the Association,
none is more holy than that of Fargo,

Plan to b in Fargo for the Anneal Conference,
June V=18, Pray far the conlerence.

GRADUATION TIME

Throughout the land in the next several weeks
high school graduates will march to the sirains of
Elgar's “Pomp and Circumstance™ in o thousand audi-
toriums. They will hear addresses ranging  from
abominable to inspirational. And finally, before ad-
miring ancl hopeful parents and famdly, and bursting
flashbulbs, they will accept diplomas from nervous
representatives of local school boards.

They will look handsome or beautiful in their
caps and gowns and other finery. They will be the
envy of many of their slders wha wish they might
g0 back and starl at that point in life once more

Some of these yowth have found purposs  and
meaning in life through commitment to the Lord Jesus

Christ. They have discoversd that the fear of the
Lord is the beginning of wisdom. Typical of these ane
the young people who are currently writing the saries
on the Luther League Activities page of the Ambas-
sadar. Such youth have o goal in life and even though
the world has many uncertainties, they are confident
of victary in Chrlst

Many other young people leaving high school this
spring have no such sure anchor for their lives, No
wonder some of them, lacking true purpose, will
drift over the reefs of (Llicit sex, liquor and drugs and
suffer shipwreck. Still others may pull themselves
tapether and aveid becoming social catastrophes,
but will never really discover meaning for life.

It iz in Jesus Christ that true life |s found. “T
came that they may have life, and have |t abundant-
Iy, Jesus said (Jobn 10: 10}, How tragic it i85 today
to see the aimlessness of thousands of American
youth, Moral and sochal aberrations are divided among
the poor wnd the affluent, and every stop in betwesn.
And it all goes to show that withowl Christ men are
in the same predicament and need the same deliver-
ance,

To the graduate of 1967, beautiful in promise, yat
standing at the entrance of a really troubled world,
we say, "Commit vour life to Jesus Christ. You can
do nothing greater, nothing more demanding Cer-
tain if iz that you need Him and He needs wou and
can give you tasks that will ehallenge all your capa-
bilities. Do pet rain vour Lfe, Do pod waste [t God
has given it o you, Only as vou hand it back to Him
will you be what you are meant to be”

ROOM RESERVATIONS FOR ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Children under 12 ....... ..

Mames i i -a : iasieseiasieasessssias Mool Audulbs
AHBPEEE . . . o i ae e s e s R s e e e b
Housing (please check several in order of preference)
0 gk Grove ($2.00 first night, $1.00 each additional. Linen and towels furmished.)
[0 Moments of Meditation Camp, Lake Park ($1.00 per night. Furnish own bedding and towels. Breakfast
availabla_)
O »Maetel
[0 Private kome (unable to obtiin hetel reservations)

[ndicate dates for which you need the above housing: June 13—
18-
Please chechk f you plan to take most of your meals at Oak Grove: yes

14—

B L

6=

. Ti0

You will be notified by mail of your reom placement, Mail the abave form as soon as possible to:
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5i, Paul's Lutheran Church
1603 Morth Fifth Sirest
Fargo. N, Dak. 58102
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the knowledge of him™ (I Pet. 1: 3). “All things are yours™” {1 Cor. 3:21).

ALL! How much is that? It will take all eternity o find out how
much that is. Who has given us all? God. How did He give us all? In
Christ. All from God. All in Christ. Wisdom, righteousness, sanctifica-
tion, redemption. Do you agree with God about this or are you searching
for some of these things in your own bosom instead of in Christ?

The world did not know God in their wisdom so God sent Christ
to be our wisdom. He is the complete revelation of God, and of sin and
griace. This wisdom makes us wise unio salvation. In Christ “are hid
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge™ (Col. 2:3). He is also our
righteousness. “Ye in Christ Jesus™ (verse 30). All God's people are in
Christ. In Him we are right with God, and righteous before God. Paul
says in Philippiens 3:9, “And be found In him, not having mine own
rightebusness, which & of the law, but that which is throogh the faith
of Christ, the righteousness which 8 of God by faith” Where does God
find wou? In the first Adam? Then you are still in your filthy rags and
condemned. But “there is therefore pow no condemnation to them which
are in Christ Jesus" (Rom. 8:1) We in Christ—justification. Christ in
ud—sanclification. Cur sanctification has two sides. One has to do with
our position, the other with our daily walk {Col. 3:12-14, and many
athers.} “Elect,” “holy" and “beloved™ has to do with our positicn, the
rest has to do with the process of sanctification n our datly life,

And lastly, He i our redemption. That has o do with our home-
goang, the redemption of our body, The guarantee of our redemplion @
right within us. Paul says: “But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus
from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead
shall also guicken your maortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in
vou" (Rom. 811}

So then God is using this method in order to convince us that we
have nothing in ourseives, but all in Christ. And here (5 the third reason:

A That He may get all the glory,

“That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory
in the Lord™ {verss 315, Also Jeremiah £:23, 24,

In your opinton, how does this lesson melate to the life of the church
ey SRS S S S

JUNE

Lesson ¥l

Read | Corinthians |:36=31

In verse 19 Paul is referring to an Od Testament scripture: “For it
f& written." It is Isaiah 2513, We betier read that, [t s very significani
that as the apostle continued to show the futility of earthly wisdom in
verses 18 and 20 he is quoting this particular passage from Isainh.

What wis the matier with these people to whom Isalah was writing?
They had depiarted from Gad in their hearts, but still worshipped Him
with their lips. Bul God is not salisfied with just lip service or lip wor-
ship. That is all in vain, He wants the heart, "God iz o spirit; and they
that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth' (John 4:24),

What does it mean to worship Him in “spleil and moeeah™ o



These people In Corinth were in the same danger. They were templed
to turn away from the real truth, the wisdom of God, (o the thinking
of men, to the philesophies of the hour,

Then, almost in satire, the apostle asked his questions: Where s
the wise? In other words, what does their wisdom all amount 02 Where
is the scribe? That is the word for the Jewish attitude Where is the
disputer of this world? That is the Gresk attitude. What does it all
amount to when it pertaing to salvation? Absolutely nothing.

The overruling God has made foolish the whole business. He has
made all this wisdom silly and absurd. These people looked upon the
marvelous work and wonders of God procinimed through the word of
the eross as silliness, Bul God proves by what He has done, and by the
very word of the cross, the silliness and absurdity of all their thinking
In writing to the Romans Poaul said: “Professing themselves to be wise,
they become foals™ (Rom. 1:22).

Then the apostle clinches his arguments by referring to the calling
and election of God.

Whom has God called? "Behold your calling, brethren.” Look at
those |n your congregation, those who constitute yvour fellowship, What
kind of people do you find there? Not many wise, not many mighty, not
miiny noble are found there, They are mostly common folks, aren't they?

We can examine church history, mission history, the Bible, and we
have to agree with Paul who said, “not many,” Three times over he
repaais his phrase. Can you think of some examples from thess three
B s 4 T T s o T T i i T e b S b e e

Lady Huntington, the friend of George Whitefield and the Wesleys,
wha took such an active part in the great revival movement of those
wonderful days, used to say that she was only going to heaven by an
“m."” When someone asked her what she meant, she stated that she
was 50 thankful that seripture did not say, “not any noble are called™
but “not many noble " Therafore she got in by an “om."

S0 much about the calling, Then he speaks abowt the election, That

is just as much unlike anything in this world as the calling,

God in His marvelous grace selacted, dellberately chose, what in the
eyes of the world is foolish to put the wise to shame, and what the world
calls weak to put the strong to shame, And God selecied what in the
warld s low-born and insignificant, branded and treated with contempt,
even things that are nothing, that He might depose and bring to nothing
the things that are,

Think of Mary, the mother of Jesus. When the anpel Gabriel waz
seént from God, he did not go to Jerusalem or to some other famous
city. Mo, he came to o little town by the name of Nozarsth, A place
that was held in contempt because of its smallness and because of its
corruptngss, What was the common saying about Mazareth? (John 1:46)

Yes, God's very elect for the fulfillment of the tremendous office, the
maother of Messiah, came from there.

In her famous hymn of praize, Mary =says: “For he has regarded the
low estate of his handmalden, He hath put down the mighty and
exalted them of low degree” (Luke 1:45, 525,

Yes, he chose some poor lshermen to be His apostles, He called a
poor shoe clerk by the name of D, L. Moody; a Gypsy Smith; Sophie,
the wrasher woman in Mew York City; and many others,

Why is God using a method so entirely contrary to the methods of
this world in His calling and election? There are three reasons men-
tioned.

1. That no flesh should glory in His presence, verse 29,

In other words, to give our proud, sophisticated sell a death biow,
“For il & man think himsell o be something, when he is nothing, he
deceiveth himself” (Gal. 8:3). My, isn't it hard for us to admit that we

are nothing® That is about the last thing we are willing to admit, but
only then can God use us,

2. That we might have our all in Christ, verse 30,

“Godd hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in Christ™ {Eph.
1:3}, God has given us all things pertaining to life and godliness, through



MORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT
LUTHER LEAGUE
CONVENTION
HELDY IN CLOQUET

100 Morthern Minnesota
Marth Central
District Luther League Spring Con-
vention held at St Paul's Lutheran
Church, Cloguet, April 1=2,

“The convention was WETY inspir
ing.'" sald Jackie Dahl, a 15-year-ald
from Bagley, It overflows you with
oy when you know you can be with
other Christian kids."

Pastor Herberl Franez, l'..'l-.:-qUEL.
spoke af the Saturday marning Bi-
bie study and led the evening simg-
spirntion Pasior Hubert DeBoer,
Fosston, spoke at the Sunday mbrn
ing worship sorvice, and Gory
Skromstad, student pastor of the
Winger parish, spoke at the closing
raliv.

Billy Graham's film “Fast Way
Mowhere” was shown af the eve-
ning service. I thought the film and
the Sunday mOormng sSermon WwWere
especially good ™ sald 14-yvear-old
Judy Broden of Fertile.

Ao

teens attended (he

Kalispell, Montana in 1967

Luther
L.eague
Activities

Edited by Jane Thompson

A1 the Saturday busingss mesling
Yiztor BeBoor rend the Dagtrict Li-
ther League Constitubion, It was
alao decided to plan a fall conven
tlon over Labor Day weekond, This
will be at Bethany Bible Camp near
Hermibdji

“After s0 much planning 1 was
glad to see that so many Christian
kids came—especially the pirls”
siid Dean Fronz, Dhstrict League
president wWis in

Cloguei. He

charpe of the Salurday business
meeting and the closing rally.

Musical numbers consisied of
quartet from Bagley, the Maple Bay
Girls Chorus, a guartet from Me-
lntash and 4 duet feom Cloguet, ©1
liked all the singing becauwse 1 just
love 1o sing,” said Elaine Pelerson,
i I5=yvear-ald from Fertile

The Cloguet High School gym and
swimming pool were rented for
Saturday afternoon recreation
Judping from their enthustasm, the
leaguers cerlnindy enjoyed thal part
of the weekend,

The convention was certainky
wortliwhile -|l.1"'-I-'|Ir||: 1o I"h-hr-
Johnson, Cloguet's loecal league

president. “Because of the prayers
of so0 many of our Christlan young
pecple, souls were saved and Chris-
tians were grounded in their falth
tae,”™ he saud,

Perhaps Dean Frang summed 1
all up when he snd, "It was pre
cious the way God misde evervthing
worly out so smoathiy,"

Peggy Soyring
District Luther League Reporter

May 18, 1967
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TRY YOURSELVES

TR‘J' yvourselves, whether ye be
in the faith” (I Cor. 13:5).

A true child of God has received
a holy suspicion of himself as a
itift at hirth. It is & mistrust of one-
stlf. Therefore it fears that v will
deceive itsell. And It ssks often
and at many occaslons: How can 1
be sure that I do not sin against
grace?

There g also a dead fath. ““The
dead faith Is a false imagination
that the wnconverted have of pe
ceiving the grace of God, even
though they will not repent,” says
Pontoppidan. In other words, the
dead Toith also clings (o grace, but
has nevertheless no part in it
Therefore the honest soul asks:
How can | be sure that T am not
living in an imagined state of grace?

This kind of self-examination is
right. The words of the apostle
were, “Try yvourself, whether yve be
in the feith.” And owr feith-life
would be more healthy and child-
ke i wie undertook 1o make [his
examination regularly,

It is with the help of the Word
we are (o iy ourselves. Let me
now mention that Word in the Bi-
ble, the simplest and clearest
answer to this question. “If we con-
fess our sins, he s faithful and
just to forgive us our sins and o
cleanse us from all usfghtecus-
ness” (| Johna 1:9). So long as you
po to God and tell Him how it
goes with you in your battle, you
will have His complete wnd mild for-
giveness for all your sins. And this
regardless of how poorly you may
fare in withstanding wvour sinful
desires or habits. Here you have
God's own Word to rest upon, And
do not permit yoursalf to be moved
from this firm footing, regardless of
what defear you may experience, or
how worldly and lukewarm your
heart may seem, or how helpless it
may be in both your auter and inner
life.

Confess it before God, and you
have God's clear Waord that all is
forgiven you. And this regardless
of how it may feel in your heart.
Forgiveness takes place according
to the Word of God and mob ac-
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cording to the changing feelings
in vour heart. It may be that vou,
like I, find it so easy to look ot
wvour fight against sin &s that which
determines your standing as a chilid
of God. And then we [ose our cour-
age and become confused. Mo, our
standing as a child of God does nol
depend on our fight spsinsl, and
still less om, our victory over the
flesh. Cwur right ns a child of God
has a firmer footing than that.
“As many as received him [Jesus
Christ], to them gave he the right
to become the children of God.”
What Jesus has given to me
Makes me precious to God

Reprinted from Morring Glory
by permission and at the request
of Even Ose, Thief River Falis,
Minn.

EASTERMN NORTH DAKOTA
DISTRICT ANNOUNCES
CAMP PLANS

The Eastern North Dakota Dis-
trict, operating under the name
Sheyenne Yalley Lutheran Bikle
Camp Association, will sponsor (s
camp this year at the Cooperstown
Bible Camp, Cooperstown, M. Dak.
The dates of the camp are July 30—
Aug. 5. Pastor Harold Schafer, De-
Kalb, 1L, will again be the evening
speaker. We remember with joy the
fine camp held last vear and we
anticipate a pood camp again this
YEAT.

Pearl Aanstad
Secretary

PFICKEREL LAKE BIBLE CAMP
T BE IN SESSIOM

JUNE 26-JULY 2

The South Dakota District of
the AFLC and several congrega-
tions of the Ameérican Lutheran
Church will again sponsor a week
of Bibke camp amt Pickerel Lake,
Grenwille, 5. Dak. The dates are
June 26-July 2.

The camp 5 for young people
who have finished grade 6 or are af
least 12 by the time camp opens.
There i no upwird limit, The reg-
istration cost is $9.50 per camper.

Bible teacher will be Dr. lver
Olson, Minneapolis, Minn. Evenlng
spoaker will be Reav. Kenneth L.
Anderson, Ashby, Minn

The dean of the camp s Rev,
Huglen, Roslyn, 5. Dak,

PERSONALITIES

Dr. Iver Olson, acting dean of
Free Lutheran Seminary, upon in-
vitation, attended the installation
of Dr. Frederick K, Wentz as soc-
end president of Wittenberg Uni-
versity's Hamma School of Theolo-
gy on April 25 in Springfield, Ohio.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

The annual mesting of the Mis-
sion Corporation will be held =i the
Crardner Hotel in Farpo, North Da-
kotm, on Friday, June 16, 1967, ai
T a.m

MNOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

The annual meeting of the Semi-
nary Corporation will be held on
Thursday, May 15 at B:00 pm.,
in Fargo, Morth Dakota, &t a place
to be announced,

TABDR LUTHERAN CHURCH

T DEDICATE REMODELING,
OHSERVE ANNIVERSARY

Dedication and 65th anniversary
festivities will be held at Tabor Lu-
theran Church, rural Webster, 5.
Dak., June 3 and 4. Rev. John P.
Strand, president of the Assoclation
of Free Lutheran Congregations,
will officiate at the dedication on
Sunday aftermoon. The floor space
of the church facilities has been
doubled in the expansion project.

Former pastors E. 5. Vik, Wau-
bay, 5. Dak., who served the con.
gregation for 35 vears, and Trygve
F. Dmhle, Fargn, M. Dak., will speak
at other sessions. In addition, a
confirmation reunion will be hebd
on Saturday and a service of ma-
aic that evening,

The present pastor is Rev, Ray-
nard Huglen, who lives in Roslyn.
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CHURCH-WORLD NEWS

TEN HYMNS TO FEATURE
REFORMATION FESTIVAL

Minneapolis (LC)—A hymn fes-
tival service hos been prepaced lor
use by Individual congregations and
in community ohservances Lo mark
thiz year's 450th anniversary of the
Reformation.

The program wis designed by the
Rev. Mandus A, Egge, exccutive di-
rector of the Commission on Wor-
ship and Church Music of the
American Lutheran Church, and in-
cludes some of the best known
hymn texts and musically great
hymn tunes used in the Lutheran
Church.

Pointing out that the Lutheran
Church has been called “the sing-
ing Church.” Mr. Egge sald, “i is
doubtful that Lutherans weould
make thiz boast, but it 15 never-
theless true that the singing of
hymns ancd the use of the best of
Christian  hymnody has  been
emphasized in the Lutheran Church
in all countries during the past 450
years.”

“This obwvicusly stems from the
Emph.ﬁiis which Martin Luther Enve
to hymn sginging and fthe impor-
tance be attoched fo the singing
of hymns in worship,” Mr. Egge
il cled.

Hymns written by Luther are
ustd for the first part of the serv-
ice, including “Lord, Keep Us
Steadfast in Thy Word,” *From
Heaven Above to Earth [ Come,”
“All Pratses to Thes, Eternal Lord”
“Christ Jesus Lay in Death's Strong
Bands" “A Mighty Fortress Is Our
God,” and “Come, Holy Splrit, God
and Lord.” The fexts of all six
hymns are by Luther and in some
ingtunces the tunes are also by
Luther.

In the second part of the service,
hymns tvpical of the Reformation
Church are used. These include one
hymn by WNikolaus [Decius, “All
Glory Be to God on High”; one by
Fhilipp Micolal, “Wake, Awake,
for Might Is Flyimg"; and one by
Paul Gerhardt, "0 How Shall 1 Re-
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celve Thee" These thres hymns
are from Germany: one from the
[6th century and two from the 17th
CEALUEY,

The service is concluded with a
hymn from Scandinavia, indicative
of the spread of the Reformation
into other countries. Thizs hymn,
“Built on a Rock the Church Doth
Stand,” is by Nikolal Grundivig of
Denmark and is sung to the tune
by Ludvig Lindeman of Morway,
It comes from the 18th century,

To make the singing of the ten
h!.’l!ll.l‘!!i- Interesting, conziderabla al-
ternation has been suggested. For
tmstance, in the hyvmn, “From Heav-
en Above (o Earth 1 Come" it is
supggpested that the first two stan-
zas, which represeni the angels’
song, be sung by a children's chaoir.
Sucoppding stunzes are to be sung
by an gdult cholr and the congrega-
tion. The final stanza, which is a
doxology, 1s o be sung by the con-
gregation and all cholrs. In one
hymn, two stanzas are to be sung
a5 a canon (round). Sugpesticmns
are alan given for the wae of brass
and resd Insiruments to accompany
the singing in addition (o the organ,

-

NOTICE

Oeccastonally,  through an
error in mailing, you may miss
an issue or two of the Am-
bazsador. When you are certain
that you have missed an issue
and your subscription is still in
force, please write our office
for the missing number and
it will be furnished frae of
charge.

Should you continue to miss
copies of the Ambaessador,
wrile and ask that an inguiry
be midde as to the reason

Address all inguiries and re-
quests regarding subscriptions
and mailing to:

The Lutheran Ambaszador

3110 E, Medicinge Lake Bivd,

Minneapoli=, Minn, 55427

Revival and Awakening
[Cewitrivsind frami poge 5]

Al members of the family enjoy
to see the baby, like to ses the
smile, like to hear the words, even
if they are broken, and what a joy
when baby is toking his first steps!
This is natural, physical prograss.

How iz the spiritual condition in
our churches? Do we have the in-
terest and joy in the spiritual
habe's developmeni as a family
has for the physical life of their
babieg?

Hiw is the spirifual temperature
in our churches? How muach of
love? How much of care when some
of the spiritual babes starr to say
a word or a seatence or fwo? We
must acknowledge thal a  few
words from & new convert have
more ¢ffect on a sinner than a long-
ar well-formed praver, A short
Leatimony by 4 young glel or boy
among playmates whao are seill Hv-
ing in %in, such a testimony is a
great challenge to the ungodiy. &
prayer or a testimony in public by
o new convert is to give an open
clear proof that he has left the sin-
ful company and has chosen the
narrow way (o the heavenly home!
Read Paalm 8:2,

We take in us members into our
churches ignorant, unpodly peo-
pke. When we have special meet-
ings for revival, some ask, “What
is that for? It ls amazing how ig-
norant some people can be, even
chureh folks, They have the idea
that o go o church and hear the
minister and give a contribution
pives them some hope that they
will go to beaven when they diel

I= there any danger that ithe
chiurches in our Association are
going into such a spiritasl con-
dition? Too many church members
do not attend Bible study or praver
meeling, do not come to adult Bible
study, do not come 1o special mest-
ings for revival and awakening!

Is it not & reality that the major-
ity of church members cannot be
reached except Sunday forencon?
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Then they see nothing but the ald
custom of one man wurking. h,
yves, he is paid for it, he must do
it, Mot long ago a couple came
home from 8 meeting and 1 heard
them say, “They have something
that [ do noi hove " They relerred
to animeong who hiad taken par in
the mesting To some i1 was 4 sign
of pwakening to hear someone else
than the minister say something
about salvation. Anvway, the young
couple with their children moved
from what they called o dead Lu-
iheran church, into a church whers
there was spiritual life, into a
church where they made use of the
spiritual gifts,

Do we understand that  Lhe
church iz an organization of warks
ers! Workers for the kingdom of
God? Here is Sverdrup’s definition
of b congregation at work: “First a
wellorganized and of-one-accord
congregation  well gualified for
work. The organization is actually
nvthing But each man and each

woman on their job and at work?™

It s owr aim and posl o get all
members o be workers? Mo, that
is MOT gur aim when wea work and
talkk to igmorant and ungodly men
andd women to join the congrega-
tionzs, Some say they will not jodn
the church because there are so
many hypocrites (here, Others say
“we are pood enough for the eom-
piany, Carelessness and workdliness
will lead us astray. [t |s preparing
for another split, and it may lead
us to Rome!”

Yes, of course, we like o see
the church grow and increase in
mémbership. But remember what
the Mew Testament says: “The
Lord added to their number day by
dav those who were being saved”
(Acts 247 In Acts 5:13=14, we
read, “Mone of the others dared o
jmin them, But the prople held them
in high homor and more than ever
BELIEVERS were added io the
Lord, multitudes of both men and
women.” We need zeal and eager-
ness from the Holy Spicit o build
living congregations,
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