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ARE YOU FILLED WITH
THE HOLY SPIRIT?

John 14:15-21

Wondrously beautiful is the fresh
new |ife in God's outdoor world;
but even more wonderful is that
elernal life which the Holy Spirit
can creste in the hearts of men.
There iz nothing more beauwtiful
tham when that teue spieilual life
begins to unfold within the heart
of man, But if that 15 to happen, we
must have sunshine and rain from
heayen, And that is the work of
tha Haly Spirit—to give us spiritual
sunshine and spiritual rain,

I wonder if there are not slto-
gether too many believers who are
standing on too low a rung in thelr
Christian llife 30 far as spiripual
light, understanding and power are
concerped, Aren't thers (oo many
believers of whom one might still
ask the question put by Pawl to
saome of the Ephesians, "Have you
recaived the Holy Ghost since ya
believed? They are believers and
so far as that goes, they have re-
celved God's Splrit; for all be-
lisvers have received the Holy Sple-
it. But there iz a difference batwean
having the Spirit of God and being
filled with the Spirit; there is o dif-
ference between being a boliever
and being an enlightened, ex-
perienced, werm, Spirit-filled be-
liever. Thers seam o be many be-
lievars who have never experienced
a Pentecost in thelr life. The worst
of it is that many are entirely satis-
fied with this low level of Christian
living and seem to think it must be
s, that to ask for greater power

would be a sign of spiritual pride.

That many Chrisilans are not
filled with tha Spirii there 1s a dif.
their lives. Worldliness is more
prevalent than holinoss amongst
us, The world's opinions and way
of thinking seem to control even
the minds and lives of Christians.
And then what & famine of love
for souls! What unconcern for the
lozt! The zeal for the cause af Christ
lags, Mouths that shoald be opan in
bold confession of Christ are closed
for the fear of man, Prayer is &
wearlsome task, often o mere per-
formance, Sin has lost its sinful-
ness, The Spirit-wronght sensitive-
ness o sin has become numb.
Strife, foult-finding and factious-
ness are all condoned and uncon-
fessed. There is no power over sin
in our lives.

My dear reader, do you possess
these symptoms? Do vou love Je-
sus? Jesug savs in our text, "If you
love me, kesp my commendments,
and | will pray the Father, and he
shall give you another Comforter.
He that hath my commandments
and keepeth them he it 15 that loe-
cth me: and he that loveth me shall
be loved of my Father, and 1 w4l
lowe him, and will manifest myself
to him." If you love me; He that
loveth me—these are the conditions
for the Pentecostal gifts.

If ¥ou love Jesus, you will seek
Hiz company, Do you like to think
about Him, His life, His suffering,
desth and resurrection? The Haoly
Spleit can do His great work in us
when we meditate on Jesus as He
has been revealed in the Gospel

Those who love Jesus love His

According to the Word

Ward: for Jesus comes to us
through His holy Word. “He that
hath my commandments and kasp-
eth them, he it is that loveth me.™
Obedience ta the words of Jesus
ghow that a8 man loves Him.

But what is it really to be filled
with the Spirit? 1t Is not to receive
maore of Him, When you believe in
Him vou have all of Him already.
He is o Person and canpot be re-
coived on an installment plan, As
o divine Person He indwells a born-
again believer whaolly, From this
follows that to be flled with the
Spirit iz not our getting more or
all of Him, but that He pets more
or ell of us, Many own Christ as
Savior but not as Loed,

To be filled with the Spieit [s
to be ruled by the absolute Lord-
ship of Christ, The Spirit-Nilled life
is the Spirit-empowered life, You
wrill realize day by day more and
more the riches you have in the
Lord Jesus Christ. Your walk and
life will be led by the Spirit through
the Word

Remember the Spirit always
leads and guides in harmony with
the “Word, never contrary to it
Therefore, the guldance claimed by
those who deny any of God's Ward
iz not of the Holy Spirit, The Splrit-
filled life is an abundant life, an
overflowing life. This suggests to
us: froitfulness and power. And
glga, the Spirit will make yoo unut-
terably sensitive to sin.

Dear reader, are you satisfied
with your Christian life? Are you
filled with the Holy Spirit? Give
wour all to Him,

—Albart Hautarmaki

The Lutheran Ambaszsador iz published biweakly (except the first issue of August) by the Association of
Free Lutheran Congregationg, 3110 Eagt Medicine Lake Blvd., Mpls., Minn, 55427, Rev. Baynerd Huoglen, Ros-
Iyn, South Dakota 57261, is the editor. Subscription price is $2.50 per year in advance. Subscriptions should be
sent to The Lutheraon Ambossador, 3110 East Medicine Lake Boulevard, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55427, Sec-
ond-class postage paid at Minneapolis, Minn.
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]Iheiﬁastot" s Welcome To Tloguet

The Row, Hersri L. Frong, postor of St
Paul's Letkeran Chirch

"0 come, et us sing unto the
Lord; let us moke o joyful nodse to
the rock of our salvation. Let us
come before his presence with
thanksgiving, and make a foyful
noise unto him with psalms. For
the Lord iz a grest God, and a
great King above all gods™ (Ps
85: 1=3).

With the words of the Pealmist,
I grest wou in the name of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, We
at St Paul's Lutheran Church ara
refoicing in the Lord that we can
house the Anrual Conference of the
Associgtion of Free Lutheran Con-
gregaticns .. Many of ouwr people do
not know the members who naake
up our Associabion churches and,
therefore, feal that this will be an
apporting tre bo become aequaint-
ed with all of you. Then we are
alza happy tha! those who come
can see our pew church which will
e only six months old when the
convenition beging on Wedneaday,
June 12, By the way, afl of the
sessions will be held in the church,
We trust that many will come from
far and near and joln us In praise
and thanksgiving unio  Almighty
God for His bountiful hlessings
showered down wpon us as o oon-

gregation and alae upon our As-
gociatiomn as a whale
We thank God over and owvar
again that we cen be a port of the
fellowship of churches which make
up our AFLC. Thergfore, we want
each person who comes fo the
Conference to feal al home with us.
Our homes ond our hearls ore
thrown opan to yow, We have been
;n'nyfng muech Fhat wour sfay wilth
us these daye will be both physical-
Iy and aspiritually refroshing. We
are also beseeching the Lord thet
all of the sessions, both business
arid  inspirational, will hove the
Breath of God upon them. May the
Lord give eoch one of wou travel
mercies an the highway, We will
SPE YO i Jing 12
Sincerely in Christ,
Herbert L. Franz, Pastor
51, Pouls Lutheren Church
Cloguet, Minn,

2 o ek ol 'r'.* oy
51, Paul's Lutheran Chesch, Cloguel, Minnewsia, howl church #z the Arnnwal Conference, ond e of all ihe convention smmlone.
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PRE-REGISTRATION
For tha 1968 Annual Conference of AFLC, to be held at 5t. Paul's Lutheran Church, Cloguet, Minn,, June E2-16
MNAMES 5
ADDRESS i — {State) of __ (Congregution)

OO0 We would like to stay in & motel (Motel arrangements will be made on a flrst-come, first-served basis)

{Motel prices range from $8.50 to $16.00)
0 Wewill be coming with a camper

We plan to attend

_ {dates)

O We would prefer staying in a private home

Registration Fee of 3200 per adult voting member epelosed

May 28, 1968



The Graduates of

Free Lutheran Seminary

Dale Battleson Lestie Gollond Robert Lee

Home town: Duluth, Minn. Homé fown: Mentor, Minn. Home town: Escanaba, Mich.

Called to the Baglew, Minn., parish Called to serve Hope and Sunny- Called to serve the Tioga, N, Dak.,
(Grace and Rice) side churches, Stacy, Minn, parish {Zion, Morman, Beaver

To be ordained at the Annuel Con-  To bé ordained at the Annual Con- Creek, St. Olaf and Lindahl)
ference ference Ta be ordained at the Annual Con-

ference

Jergme Nikunen Diate Stone
Home town: Sault S5t. Marie, Mich. Home town: Fridley, Minn.
Called to Redeemer, Ontonogan, Plans further graduate study
Mich,
To be ordained at the Annual Con-
ference

“PRAY THEREFORE THE LORD OF THE HARVEST TO SEND OUT LABORERS INTO HIS HARVEST"
(Matt. 9:38),
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A Sermon for Pentecost

Che Faithful Guide for the
Great Adventure

Rev, Howard Kjos
Hampeden, N, Dialk.

Scripture  texts for Pentecost
Day, June 2, 1963—(Hd Testament
Lessom: Joel 2:28-31; Epistle: Acts
2:1-11; Gospel: John 14:23-31a,

For several years now it has
been one of my dreams to take a
big-game hunting trip to Canada,
I am sure [ would have pone be-
fore now if it were not for the
cost of hiring an outitter and
guide, A licensed guide is not only
reguired by law, but is essantisl to
a s=afe, enjoyahle, and successful
trip. Some day (1977 it may he.
come a fulfilled dream.

Such a irip would be a gEréat
thrill to me, but it would last only
a Few short dayvs, Alfter that T would
have to live on reminiscences (and,
of course, all that delicious gamo
meat), But the great adventure of
life in Christ lasts as long a5 we
live and iz far more theilling and
brings far greater joy and satisfac-
tion than any coveted earthly
experience. And there is new ex-
citing action évery day; no nesd
for reminiscences to continue to
anjoy this adventure,

I once got mysell terribly lost
in heavy woods, I was hunting deer
and, although the country was
steanmge to me, 1 sef oul alone. [
soon found the track of what was
obvicusly a pgood-sized deer and
began to follow it. Eager to find
that deer, 1 paid no atléention 0
where 1 was going. Soon darkness
began to fall and 1 took stock of
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my situation and realized I was
lost. After many long and lonely
hours of wandering alone in the
dark wilderness, | finally found a
road. A car loaded with hunters
spon came along and took me to
camp, where my worrled friends
were planning how o go about
searching for me,

The moment | stepped into that
strange territory alone 1 was in
danger, 1 should have realized that;
I was foolish to think that T could
div all right by mysslf. I neaded a
puide (o advize me and show me
where to po, And 1 didn’t get what
I came after and wanted the most;
the deer eluded me completely. 1
didn't even see i,

Life |s 8 new and strange country
io egch one of us, for we have nol
passed this way before. We are
strangers and pilgrims, sojourners
in & strange and foredgn land. This
is true of all meén, but especially
20 of the children of God, whoss
citizenship is in heaven, To travel
here nlone would mean utter failure
and defeat, loneliness, depression
and Tear, Peychologists tell us that
the feeling of being alone, topethor
with the things mentioned which
aecompany it, 8 what drives many
people to o stabe of mental illness,
Mo one iz happy orf satizfied with
belng completely alone, especially
in completely unfamifiar circum-
stances,

And there is no good reason o
be alone. To all who choose fo
trust Him, Jesus has promised "1
am with you alway® (Mact, 28:
20%, "I will not leave you as or-

phans; T will come to yon 1 will
ask the Father, and he will glve you
another Helper, that he may be
with you forever; the Spirit of
the truth™ (Mohn 14:18, 16, 17a).
“But T tell you the truth, it is to
your advantage that I go away. . ..
if T go, I will send him to you"
{John 16: 7). With these and other
words Jesus promised to send the
Holy Spirit, That promise was ful-
filled, along with ©Old Testament
promises and prophecies concern-
ing Him. Since that historic Pente-
cost Sunday, May 28, 30 A D, (ac-
cording to William Beck), He has
dwelt permanently in the hearts of
all heligvers,

Since Pentecost He has filled all
bellevers with His blessed pres-
ence and power, bestowing, as it
pleased Him, the spiritual and
charlsmatic gifts which Paul ligis
in 1 Corinthians 12 4-11.

Mot that salnls pelor to Pentecost
did not have the Holy Spirlt; He
was with them and worked wpon
them through the Word, and in-
stilled fuith in the hearts of all who
believed. {"You know him because
he abides with you, end will be in
wou,” John 14:17) He also gawve
special gifts from time Lo lime as
it pleased Him, But since Pente-
cost He dwells in believers making
them His temple,

Peul tells we in 1 Corinthians
that Godd has buoilt and owns this
temple (3:10), His Spirit lives in
it, making it holy; therefors, no
one has a right to destroy it (3 16)
or sin against it by abusing it, be-
capse it has been bought with a
great price, 1t is the temple of the
Spirit, and therefore is to be used
to glorify God (6 19, 200,

I'm sure glad 1 lve after Pente-
cost, aren't you?

We often hear that although
there is no command in the Bible
to be baptized in the Holy Spirit,
we are exhorted to be flled with
the Spirit. T have been thinking re-
cently that it may be nearer the
truth to say we arg¢ definitely com-
manded to be baptized in the Holy
Spirit, but have no scriptural ex-
hartation to have a special “infill-
ing" of the Holy Spirit. Consider
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these words of the Holy Scrip-
turea. Spenking prophatically John
the Baptist zaid of Jesus, "He shall
baptize you with thé Holy Spirt"
(Matt. 3:11). During His post-res-
urrection ministry Tesus said, “You
shall be baplized with the Holy
Spirit mot many dayvs from now™
(Acts 1:5). In the Great Commis-
glon Jesus told His disciples how
they were to go ebout making dis-
ciples: For infants, directly through
baptlsm In the name of all three
persons in the triune Godhead. For
adults by teaching (which here n-
cludez preaching, Matt, 28:19, 20),
The apostles immediately began to
carry out that Commizszion, as the
book of Acts shows ws, There we
[earn that when a person believes
and is baptized he receives the Holy
Spirit (Acts 2:38). Scripiure also
tells us that It is by baptism of
the Spirit that one becomes a mem-
ber of the body of Christ (thiz i=
the mystical body of Christ of
which every believer is a member,
I Cor, 12 13). S0 we see that when
we believe and are baptized in and
by the Holy Spirlt God gives Him-
sell o us, and the Holy Spirit be-
comés our Comforter and the Ear-
nest of our inheritance (Eph. 1: 14;
Il Cor, 11:22), we become His tem-
ple in which He dwells together
with the Father and Son. And the
indwelling and saving wark of the
Holy Spirit are ours the moment
wie halleve,

Do you have the Holy Spirit?
"Mow if any man have not the
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his"
{Rom. B: 9b) .

The Holy Spicit is aptly named
the “Comforter,” for so He is. But
in John 18;8 Jesus tells us that one
of the thingz the Holy Sslrt will
do ls eonviet the world of sin, of
rightegusness, and of judpment
Any person to whom the Spirt,
through tha Word, reveals the true
nature of his sin, his rightecusness
{compared with that of Jesus, the
divine standard) , and his impending
judgment because “all have sinned,
and fall short of the glory of God"
(Rom, 3:23), and that “the wages
of gin la death" (Rom, B6:23), is
going to be made uncomfortable
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rather then comforted. The Spirit's
reagon for this is that we must first
ragliza that if we aren't in Jesus
we haven't got it so good with the
Lord—in fact our future looks prat-
ty dark and dismal, Until the Spirit
speabs bo us through that part of
the Word we call the law, we will
never realize we are lost In the
wilderness of sin and in need of
help. So the divine Guide tells us
through the Word, "You are lost,
but I have come to help wou. |
will show vou the Way out.” He
then leads us out of our self-lm-
posed axile to Christ, and through
Him (Jesus spid, "1 am the door.”
John 1:7) into the Kingdom of
God. “I believe that I cannot by
tay own reason or strength believe
in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come
to Him. But the Holy Spirlt has
called me through the Gospel, .. ."”
Hi% only purpose in making us un-
comfortable through the law is that
He might then comfort the troubled
ginner with the promises of the
Gaspel,

When we receive the gracious
promises of the Gospel in & true
and active faith we become mem-
bers of the Kingdom of God, which
is “righteousness and peace and joy
in the Holvy Spirit" (Rom. 14:T),
Then is answered in us the third
petition of the Lord's Prayer, "Thy
kingdom come."

Are you in the Kingdom, or In
the wilderness? Look to God's
Word. The Guide is waiting thers
to lead you, that you may never
be lost and alons again,

Without the activity of the Holy
Spirit we could never become rlght
with God, because “patural man
does not receive the things of the
Spirit of God™ (I Cor. 2:14). It
is He who works repentance and
faith in el who will belleve, lagd-
ing them into a pew life ln Christ
That life is possible only through
the Holy Spirit, and the malnte-
nance of that life s possible only
through the Hely Spirit. We need
Him as our guide, not only to lead
uzs into life bot elso to lead us
through life and, finally, into eier-
nal blessedness in Heaven, Without
the Heavenly Gulde directing our

every step of this great adventure
called the new life as new creatures
{II Car, 5:17) we will again wan-
der Into the wilderness alone and
become lost. We lose the services
of the Heavenly Guide when we
persisl in poing our own wiy end
roject His counsel, Such was the
cage with Saul, and we are told
that “the Spiclt of the Lord depart-
ed from him"™ (I Sam, 16:14), Da-
vid became concerned after he had
ginned and pleaded to God in his
prayer of repentapce and recom-
mitment “take not thy holy Spirlt
from me” (Ps, 531:11). How could
anyone, after having knowm Him
and experienced His blessed voice
pleading, leading, and comforting
ever think of tuming his back on
Him and refuse to listen and obey
any longer? May we never be so
tragically foolish.

But Jesus alsn sald, "You shall
receive power, when the Holy Sple-
It iz come wpon youw" To receive
the Holy Spleit is to receive power,
for where He is present He bestows
Hiz gifts. However, a gift bestowed
iz not automatically a gift received,
s that a Christlan can possess the
source of limitless power and vet
live a powerless life. In many in-
stances Scripture tells of some in-
dividunl who did or sald something
beyond human capability and we
are told that person was “filled
with the Holy Spirit." The obvious
condition i that the Holy Spirit
took control and wsed the individual
as Hiz instrument to accomplish
His purpase, The person vielded to
that power and appropriated it
That is the way to be “filled with
the Haoly Spirit and with power,” To
be filled with the Spirit means to
be submitted to Hiz control.

Chelatian friends, let's mnot blame
God for our 1ack of spiritual power,
He hag given us Himself as our
source of power, and is seeking to
exercize His power through us But
if we are to be controlled by His
power, we must be “made con-
formable to his [Jesus'] death”
(Phil, %:010); we must dip com-
pletely to our own control and self-
will. This dying to self meanz the

[Comitmred o pepe 175]
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__ Our Bible

Annita Haugen

CHRIST BECOMES OUR LIFE

One werse which of late has
migant a fot to me is 1 Corinthians
1:18: “For the word of the cross
i to them that perish foolishness;
but unto ws who are saved it is
the power of God." Bible School
has made this verse very clear to
me, for the worldly people think
of religion as foolishness, Why did
Christ give up His life? This may
be a common question of the un-
gaved person. Since [ accepted
Christ, T can ses what Christ's
life ond death really mean, He
died for our slns that when we
aecept Him as our personal Savior
wt can hive new life through Him.
Christ becomes our life, pur power
and our all in all,

Bible School has shown me how
important it is to have Christ as

May 28, 1965

Jonetie Hove

i

Rolph Peteraon

my personal Savior in this present
world, 1 will highly recommend
Bikla School to all young people
for there is no better place to find
God's will for your life.

My future plans are to attend
college and seminary. If it is God's
will for me to do something differ-
ant, He will guide and 1 will fallow
Hiz will.

Loule Falk
Huxion, M. Dak

I HAVE A FOUNDATION

Now that graduation is near it
i% time to seriousky think about the
future and what I ean do b gerve
God. Becauge T have been doing
nurse’s aid work, I have decided
to po to nursing school, so T a8 a
servant of God can help people both
spiritually and physically.

[ am very happy that 1 have at-

School Seniors

Joan Presteng

tended two years of Bible School,
Two yvears of great fellowship with
other Christlan yvoung people, study
of the Bible, and seeing people grow
spiritually in Christ.

I am In a way sorry (o have to
leawe Bible School, but as Christians
wa hava to gat out and do the
worle od has planned for us in
this Life. Therefore, now that I am
soon done with Bible School T feel
mare prepared in serving the Lord,
I feel I have & foundation under
me wow, something that [ can rely
o, that will not fall me,

I realize that there are people in
this world who are going to fight
my convictions, but with the power
of God and the Holy Spirt, T can
stand Ormly on what 1 beliove
without any fears or doubis.

Janetle Hove
Tiogs, N, Dak.
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IT DOES INDEED MAKE FREE

“You shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make wou fres"
(John & 32), With this verse [ wish
to recount oy two years at Bible
School. 1 have been here studying
the Word because I beliove it is
true, aven as Christ, the Incarmato
Word, aagerted it to be in John 1T
17, "Banctify them in the trodhy
thy word is truth."

To know the troth is to know
Jesus Christ for He savs in John
14:6, T am the way, the truth, and
the life: no one comes to the Father
but by me."

John, the beloved apostle, wrote
a great deal about the truth, par-
ticularly |n his fiest eplatls, writing,
of coupse, under the inspiratlon of
the Holy Spirit. The first chapter of
I John tefls us, in versa 6, “If we
gay we have fellowship with him
while we walk in darkness, we lie
gnd do not lve according to the
truth,” Therefore, we must be cer-
tain not only to know the truth,
but to five by it as John continues
to stress, “Litile children, let wa
love nod in word, or speech but in
deéed and in truth"™ (I John 3: 18},

This iz why Bible School l=2 =0
important, for when the Waord is
taught as the truth—the truth to
live by—it does Indesd make free
In concluzion, [ leave this verse,
which is the testimony of the Spirit
concerming  the life-giving truth,
“And this iz the testimony, that
God gave us eternal life, and this
life is in his Son. He who hag the
Son haes life; he wha has not the
Zon has not life" (I John 5:11, 12).

Josaph Millar
Binfard, N. Dal.

A PASTOR'S WIFE

“But thanks be unto God, who
always leadeth uz In triumph in
Christ, and maketh manifest
through us the savor of his knowl-
odge in every place” (11 Cor, 2: 14)

Two years at Bible Bchool have
drawn to a close and they have
pussed so swiftly. I thank the Lord
for leading me to Bikle School for
two of the best vears of my life
I know now that when I ket the
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Lord lead my life, it is a trium-
phent life and there s no peace
unless T'm allowing Him to lead and
LB TIE.

Two vears ago I did not know
what the Lord wanted me to do
with my life, but He has shown me.
On June 1 I will be married o a
sominary student and will serve
the Lord as a pastor's wife. Bible
School has beenm & good prepara-
tion for this, but 1 know T am nod
through studying His Word, for
the more 1 find out 1 know, the
more 1 find oot T don’t knoow,

I'd like to close with one werse
that has bean a great challenge
to me, "Rejoicé in your hope, be
patient in tribulation, be constant
in prayer” (Rom. 12: 12},

Meaureen Hartsach
Ray, N. Dk,

HOW WONDERFUL THOLU ART!

"Study to show thyself approved
unto God, & workman that needeth
not to be mshamed, rightly divid-
ing the word of truth" (11 Tim.
2:15). This is my reason for coming
ta Bible School although at the
time 1 started I did not know it
God has been most wonderful to
mz as I have bean in constant study
of His Word for two years, [ have
learned so much about Him that
I never knew before and yet [ know
I have not learned the half of it

The fall of 1666 found me en-
rolled in the Siate School of Sci-
ence to start nursing, but God had
other plans for me, Yes, | waz a
Christisn at the time, but Jesus
was just my Szvior and now I can
réally claim Mim as Lord of my Hfe,
God opened doors for me to begin
Bible School, He found me a job,
among many other blessings He's
given to me. As I stop to think
about God I can only exclalm, “My
God, how wonderful Thou arpi®
These two yvears of Bible School
have flown by so fast but I can
truthfully =say, along with my class-
mates, that they are the teo years
of my life I would never trade. God
has given me experiences that have
helped me o grow. T would like
to leave with each of you one of

my most favorite verses, Hebrews
122, Jesus, my author and flnisher
of my faith, counted it a joy to
die for you and me, How can we
reéject such a priceless possession?
1 will be attending Morth Dalkota
State School of Sclence at Wahpe-
ton, North Dakota, training in nors-
Ing, the Lord willing,
Annita Haupen
Portland, M. Dalk.

S5EE WHAT GOD CAN DO

Why did 1 come to Bible School?
I dom't know why, but [ am thank-
ful to God that T did,

After high school 1 applied at a
jumior college, but I really didn't
want to po, However, what elze
wits there to do® Then at the AFLC
Annual Conference in the summer
of 1966 it was decided to siarl a
Rible School in Minneapolis, T was
then that T waz led to study God's
Word for two years, full time

That was the beginning of that
which is now ending. These have
been the gremtest two years of my
life, Without these two years only
God knows where 1 Ralph Peter-
gom, would stand §f 1 had not at-
tended school under the hand of
God. God has really worked through
the teachers and other Christian
students to leed others to the sal-
vation of Jesus Chrlst.

After this experience I can truly
sayv that 1 know that I am a child
of God through Jesus Christ, My
prayer iz that the young people
who read thls will serioushy con-
sider coming to study the Waord
of God. You, too, then will be able
to #ea what God can do in your
life, It is really great,

My future plans are indefinlte,
but God will lead, I will possibly
go to some college end continoe
working at the Golden Valley Fur-
niture Co.,, or else see whal lhe
United States Armed Services are
like, Whatever it turps out to be,
I thank God that now [ have a firm
foundation to stand on. This is
Jesus Christ,

Rualph Peterson
Thief River Falls, Minn.
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THE AFPROACHING CONFERENCE

A free congregation gledly accapts the mufuwal
pagiztance which congregations can give one another
in the work for the asdvancement of the Kingdom of
God.

Such assistance consists partly in the mutual shar-
ings of spiritual gifts among the congregations through
conferences, exchange vizits, loy activities, ete., where-
by congrepations are metfually edified and partly in
the voluntary and Spirit-prompled cooperation of con-
gregations for the sccomplishing of such tesks oz ex-
ceed the ability of the individuol congregation,

Among such tasks may be mentioned specifically
the troining of pastors, distribution of the Rible and
aothar Chrlstlon ltersture, home mizelons, forelgn
miszions, Jewish missions, deaconess homes, children’s
hamtes and other work of mercy, (Fundamental Princl-
ples 7, B and %)

It is because of the truth of these statements that
the Association of Free Lutheran Congrogations will
meet in annual conference June 12-16 in Cloguet,
Minn.

The Annual Conference will be the congregations
meeting together fo discuss the work they do with
each other to extend the kingdom of God on earth.
Faced with tasks too large lor them to accomplish
individunlly and needing the encouragement they can
get From one another they have covenanied fo work
in unity and harmony.

Iz it any wonder that conference time is blessed?
From the outposts and points between the concerned
pecple come, representing & host of congregetions.
For saveral days they wresile with the decisions a
conference must make, they worship together and
they do a lot of informal visiting.

This vear the confercnce will be held in Cloguet
Since most of our church is yet composed of Lutheran
Free Church people it iz not out of the way to re-
mind ocurselves that it is over thirly years since an
annual conference was held in Duluth, Minn, {which
Iz pot Cleguet, we know), Coming to Cloguet will be
a new axperlence for many Asscclation people. Our
host congregation boasts gne of the finest new church
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buildings in the fellowship and an active, spiritually-
rich program.

It is sincerely to be hoped that a large number of
people from throughout the church, and other friends,
can come to the Annuel Conference, Mumbeérs aren’t
everything, but many people present at the yearly
session will create greater interest, And i the work
belongs to all, the more who help to make the de-
cigions, the hetter,

LAST YEAR'S DECISIONS

It only takes a few minuotes to read the decizions
af last year's conference |n Farpo, M. Dak. Ewvery
delegate to this assembly in June should read them
over in advance of coming to Clogust, They are to
b found in the 1867 Annual Report which has been
on sale for the last two months,

A reading of those resolutions produces two ob-
gervations. Some of the decisions have beéen carried
out and soma haven't. That, no doubt, is par for the
COLTER.

It also becomes evident that a great deal of the
business of the church is of necessity carried on be-
tween conventions by variocus boards and committees.
This points up apain the great Importance of elee-
tions in the conference and how sentiment can be reg-
istered by the ballot. The Mominating Committes
becomes a very crucial group in the conference and in
the church,

Some resolutions are of a general nature and have
been plcked up by some congregatlons. Other congre-
gatlons may have been aware of the resolutlons but
never acted uvpon them, SUll other churches never
knew that certaln resolutbons existed at all, And this
all points up the nead for more effective communica-
tions and a greater sense of responsibility on the part
aof the eongregations,

This may be poor discussion prior t6 an annual
conference but as we approach Cloguet let us seck
to make words count. That is, let ues remember that
we will not necessarily be heard {or listened to) be-
cause of our much speaking (or lengthy resolulions)
but by what message our words convey and how
we take that message out beyvond the convention hall.
That iz, of course, true in all of life, in politics, in
civic organizations, and it is doubly true in that which
pertains to Christ's work,

WHAT TO LOOK FOR

It is difficult to single out any big issues facing
the Annual Conference of 1968, The building project
at the Bible School is underway, A dean has been
secured for that school. Obtaining an adequate faculiy
for the schools continues to be & problem but it isn’t
something the Conference can do much about,

Looking further down the ling—in missions, stew-
ardship, pensions, vouth work, parish education—
there just don't seem to be any big decisions in the
making. Except in this area, there may be considera-
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tion piven to creating a separats board for home mis-
sions, Presently home and world missions are uncder
single leadership. Hes the time come io lét a sep-
arate board devote its energies to an expanding home
missions endeavor?

Mor will this conference feature any unusual emo-
tional highlights as some of our previous conferences
have had. There are no new missionaries to be sent
oul, Our first seminary class has been ordained. Mo
new building is to be dedicated. And s0 on

There are no unusual highlights visible in advance,

bt we are sure that the Lord will provide some high-
lights for us. His Word will be preached and His
work discussed, That 8 bound to produce not only
inperest but inspieatlon and challenge. Several young
men will be ordained into the Christian ministry. Mis-
slonaries will tall their story, Undramatic but steady
progress will be revealed concerning the church's
Wirk,

Let ws look forward with prayer and anticipation
to the Annual Conference. Let our work be God's
wiork and His work oor work.

Operational Plans

Motice to AFLC Pastors, Congregation Treasurers,
and Individual Members:

We are much epcouraged by the growth of the
Assoclation of Fres Lutheran Congregations. We are
grateful to God for His wonderful blessings upon the
AFLC, To Him be the glory and praise for all abun-
dant provisions upon our church.

We arg presently invelved in the erection of a new
dormitory on the Headguarters property on the Medi-
cineé Lake campus. We are also In the process of
building a house for the Dean of the Association Lu-
theran Bible School, as we believe the Dean should
live on campus with the students. We are very grate-
ful to the people of the AFLC who are so willingly,
and generously, supporting this building project with
cash contributions and Ioans,

Because of this building project, and other added
duties upon our office staff at Headquerters, the Co-
ordinating Commitiee deemed it advisable to make
the following changes in our operational policy invalw-
ing the AFLC Headquarters personnel:

1. The Treasurer of the Co-ordinating Committes
ghall glso serve as Tressurer of the Association.

2. The Superintendent of Buildings and Grounds
shall be responsible for maintenance and minor
répitirs of the physical property and shall devote
his full time to this activity. He shall be re-
sponsible to the Business Administrator.

The Building Supervisor shall be advisor In mat-
ters of planning and construction of new build-
ings on the campus, He may also be builder
end for repairér in some cases, He is responsible
to the Business Administrator, the Prosident of
the Association, and the Boards involved,

4. The Business Administrator shall be the chiefl
axacutive officer of the Association salaly in
those matters involving the physical and basi-
ness affairs of the Association, subject to su-
pervision and control of the President and Co-
ordinating Committes, He shall supervise and
be responsible for the bookkeeping section and
actounting records. Ha shall recaive, record,
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and deposit all funds recelved by the Associa-
tion. All purchases of supplies by the Semi-
nary, Bible School, and the various offices shall
ba made through him. He shall, upon direction
and control of the President and Co-ordinating
Committee, represent the Association in all
business matters.

A brief explanation of the set-up follows:

Mr. Robert Bursheim has served as Caretaker and
Treasurer since June 15, 1964, He has had a big as-
signment from the beginning and increasing year by
voar, Mow with the erection of a new dormitory his
duties will be much greater and hé will have more
then ha can do as Superintendent of Buildings amd
Grounds, Serving as careteker and minor repairman
is a blg a=signment. We have, therefore, relieved him
aof the responsibility of serving as Treasurer of the
AFLC. We express our sppreciation to Mr. Bursheim
for his good and willlng service as AFLC Treasurer.

Rev. Harry C. Molstre, a member of the Co-ordl-
nating Committes, is presently serving as Treasurer
of the Co-ordinating Committes. He has alse been
elected as Treasurer of the Association of Free Lu-
theran Congregations. Contributions should, howewver,
be sent directly to the Businesa Office.

With this present estensive bullding program in
progress there is need for someone to direct the over-
all project. Mr, Bert Tilkdahl, & local carpenter, has
been elected to serve as Building Supervisor,

Since the reorganization of the Association of Free
Lutheran Congregations our President, Rev. John P,
Stramd, has served (n the regular duties of his af-
fice, and in addition he has been called upon to serve
ps Business Manager, and during the past two yoars
glso as Acting Dean of the Bible School. Few realize
the very heavy load and the tremendous responsibili-
tles Pastor Strand has had to earry as Pregident of
the AFLC, Az we moved into the building program
the Co-ordinating Committee considered the time had
come (o relieve Pastor Strand of some of his respon-
sibility, We are deeply grateful to Pastor Strand for
his willingness to assume these meny and wvaried
responsibilities which were thrust upon him In these
reorganization years.
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Mr, Donald Hanson, who has served as Bookkeeper
since January 18, 1865, has been elected Business
Administrator. He will continue supervision of the
bookkeeping and accounting records, but in additon
will assume the full responsibility of all business man-
agement [mvolving our headguariers and school prop-
ertles, and serving as purchasing agent for the ma-
terial and physical needs at the head office and schools,
H# will also be responsible for recefving and record-
ing all funds given to the Association of Free Lutheran
Congregations, including the General Fund, Seminary
and Bible School Fund, as well as the Home and
Foreign Mission Fund of our chuech, and also the
management of the Loan Fund recently sel up to
provide needed funds for the erection of the new

As we ponsider the great responsibilities amd the
amount of work Involved for those we have elected
to serve at Headquarters, we will surely all agree
that a shifting of résponsibilities and dulies was very
nocessary, Lot us pray for these faithful workers thai
God will give the neaded prace and strength to con-
tinue to serve to the glory of God and for the further-
ance of His Kingdom through the AFLLC.

The Co-ordinating Commities sxpresses sincere
gratitude for the loyal financial support of our con-
gregations and individual contributors, May God bless
you richly,

Send all financial contributions and loans Lo

Association of Free Luotheran Congregations

Business Office

dormitory.

For all these responsibilities Mr. Hanson will nat-

3110 East Medicine Lake Blvd.

urally require bookkeeping and secretarial assistants,
This is being provided as the needs are evident.

Minneapolis, Minnesota G5427

Julius Hermunsbie, Chairman
Co-ordinaling Commities

NOMINATING COMMITTEE FOR
THE 1968 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Clarence Quanbeck, McVille,
N. Dalc®

Pastor Knute Jore, Culbertson,
Mont.*

Rew. Karl 1. Steadal, Kalispell,
Mont,

Rev. A. L. Hokonson, Faith, 5, Dak.

Harvey Dyrud, Mewfolden, Minn,

Eey, Hubert DeBoer, Willmar,
Minn.*

Harry Rorvig, Dalion, Minn,

Eldor Sorkness, Sand Creek, Wis,

*Ineligible fo serve on the Com-
mittee next year due to the rule
limiting anyone from serving moro
than two years consecutively

RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE FOR
THE 1988 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Mo, 1 (Administration and Genaral
Resolutions)

Rev, Herbert L, Franz, Cloguet,
Minmn.

Rev. Robert Rioth, Kirkland,
Wash.

Robert Koutson, McWille, M. Dak.

Leif Fostervold, Willmar, Minn,

Olger Rokke, Mewfolden, Minn,

Mo, 2 (Christian Education)

Rev, Alberi Hautamakl, 1shpeming,
Mich.

Pastor Orville Olson, Greenbush,
Minn.

Dve Aalker, Valley City, N. Dak,

May 28, 1968

John Arlen Johnson, Sacred Heart,
Minn.

Manvel Moe, Thief River Falls,
Minn,

Mo, 3 (Missions)

Rev, John DeBoer, Villaed, Minn.

Rev. Ernest J. Langness, McVille,
K. Dak,

Harry Johnson, Chatham Mich.

Maorris Moen, McIntosh, Minn.

Art Osomn, Tinga, M. Dak.

Mo, 4 {Publications, Parish Educa-
Liom and Youth Worlk)

Rov. Marvin Undseth, Shevlin,
Minn.

Rev, Edwin Kjos, Roseau, Minn.

Mrs, Orville Qualley, Brockton,
Mont.

Mrs. Sherman McCarlson, Webater,
5. Dalk.

Palmer Haugen, Portland, M. Dalk.

Mo, 6 {Stewardship, Pensions,
Ciher Reporis)

Rew_ Gerald F. Mondfrorm,
Pukwana, 5. Dak.

Rev, David C. Molstre, Grand
Forks, M. Dak.

Gavler Jensen, Austin, Minn.

Reuben Moland, Fertile, Minn.

Harry Rorvig, Dalton, Minn.

Mote: These are the commitiees
as elected at tha 1987 Conference,
Some changes in membership may
have to be made due bo inabllity to
serve for one reason or other,

ELECTIOMS TO BE MADE BY THE
1988 ANNUAL CONMFEREMCE

The incumbent’s nome i3 glven in
the parentheses,

STATED DFFICERS

Wice-President (one year)

{Rev, Richard Snipstead, Ferndale,
Wash.)

Secretary {one wvear)

(Rew, Harry C, Molstre, Dalton,
Minn.)

BOARD AND COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

Co-ordinating Commitiee
J-year term
(Bev, Jullus Hermunslie, Spicer,
Minn.)
One unexpired 4-year térm
{Due to reslpnation of David C.
Hanson, Minneapolis, Minn.)

Stewardshlp Board

Sevear Lerm
({Rev, T. F. Dahle, Spicer, Minn.)

Board of Publications and
Parish Education
4-year term
(Mrs, Vernon Nelson, Grand Forks,
M. Dale.)

Youth Board

S=yeEar term
(Rev. J. G. Erickson, Radclilfe,
Towra)
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Board of Pensions
S-year torm
(Stapley Block, Spicer, Minn.}
Mote: All of the above named [n-
cumbents are eligible to succeed
themselves.

NOMINATIONS BY THE
ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Mission Corporation

The term of the following per-
sons expires this year and they
are eligible for re-election for five
years. The Conference will send ten
namas to the Corporation for elec-
tion out of the twenty names given
te it by the Mominating Commlttes
and others from the [loore.
Fhilllp Peterson, Sand Creel, Wis.
Mrs. Morris Borstad, Tioga, N, Dak.
Gus Kveen, Rosean, Minn,
Torkel Ose, Thief River Falls,

Minn,
Russell Duncan, Fargo, M. Dak.
Bev. A, L. Hokonson, Faith,

5. Dak,
Rev. Harold Schafer, Delalb, 1.
Emil Amundson, Langdon, N, Dak
Melvin Gravgaard, Tioga, N, Dak,
Fev. Marius Haakenstad, Thief

River Falls, Minn.

Seminary (Schools) Corporation

The term of the following per-
sons exjares this year and they are

eligible for re-election for fheee
veargs. The Conference will sand ten
names o the Corporation for elec-
tiom out of the twenty names given
to ik by the Nominaling Comnpaliles
and others from the floor,

Rev. Karl L. Stendal, Kalispetl,
Mont,
Corliss Swenson, Hatbon, M. Dak.
Mrs. Robert Broden, Fertile, Minn.
{ioo Moe, Bemldjl, Minn.
Rev, Raynard Huglen, Roslyn,
5. Dak.
Revw, Lars Stalsbroten, Eugene, Ore.
Amos Hinderaker, Radcliffe, Iowa
Rev. Julius Hermunslie, Spicer,
Minn.

Rev. Morris Eggen, Spicer, Minn,

Seminary Board of Trustees
S-yEAr teTms
{Rev, Jullus Hermunslie, Spioer,
Minn.)
(Rev. Raynard Huglen, Roslyn,
5. Dak))
{Amas Hinderaker, Radeliffe,
Towa)
Mission Board
S-year term
(Melvin Gravgasrd, Tioga, M, Dak.)

Mote: All of the shove named in-
cumbenis are eligible o soccesd
themselves,

Our Blble School Senkors
| Continued fram poge ¥

THE MOST MEANINGFUL YEARS

I im so thankful that my Savior
Jesus Christ called me to go to
Bible School. These two yvears have
been the most mesningful years
of my life. I am thankful that the
Lord provided a Bible School where
God's Word is taught in its truth
and purity. It is so important for
ma to be grounded in God's Word
and to know His will for my lfe
Colossinns 3; 16 says, “'Let the Word
of God dwell in you richly in all
wizdam ™ 1 have learned to love
God's Word and to let it dwell In
me. I'm thankful for the Bible ver-
ges we have had to memorize this
year., Many of them have becomea
so real in my life,

I have enjoyed the Christan fel-
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lowship of these two years, It's
wondarful to pray together, to read
and  study God's Word topether,
and to have Christian fun together
with other woung people of the
sl spirit,

I am engaged to me mearried in
the mear future and will slso be
golng on o mare schooling. During
this school year I have been taking
correspondence courses from Wea-
ver Alrline Personnel School and
will finish my schooling there this
SUmmer.

My prayer ls this: “Search me,
O God, and know my heart; try me,
and know my thoughts and ses if
there be any wicked way in me,
and lead me In the way everlast-
ing” (P 135; 23, 24).

Jean Presteng
Graftosn, M. Dak.

KEW HOME FOR THE DEAN
BEING BUILT

Besldes the new dormitory uncer
construction on the campus of our
Bible School and Seminary, & new
residence to house the Dean of the
Bible School is under construction,
This will be & modern and practicel
home which will provide homelike
opportunities for a family on a cam-
pus, Tt iz belng built quite close to
the house that this past year has
been used for a girls' dormitory,
The house will face southwest,
overlooking the ke, A mew road,
which foliows more nearly the con-
tour of the land than the former
road, is being laid out and graded,
It was expected to be ready for
uge by May 15, The funds neaded
to build the home for the Dean,
and the new road, come out of the
Pralse Program.

More folks are continwing to join
the One Grand Felloarship. Preésent-
Iy an amount considerably abowe
£100,000 has been recelved In loans
towards the dommitory program,
These funds are out deawing & pood
rate of interest until they are nead-
ed for the dormitory construction,
The heaviest demand for funds for
the dormitory will be In July and
August,

Wea trust that it may not be ne-
cessary to borrow any money from
a public lending agency but that all
the funds needed may be secured
in personal loans. Pastor Trygve F.
Dahle ls travelling, giving informa-
tion comcerning our work and re-
coiving Ioans and gifis for the
ongoing progrem, Any  gquestions
concerning the flnancial needs may
be addressed o the Business Offlce
of the Association at 3110 East
Medicine Lake Boulevard, Min-
neapolis, Minnesota 55427,

CHURCH FURNITURE FOR SALE

Altar, pulpit, baptismal font,
two arm chairs, eommunion eail,
gi¥ hanglng ceiling light fixtures,
pews (varying lengths).

Mew Luther Valley

Lutheran Church
Vardon M, Quanbeck, Treas
MeWVile, M, Dak. 58254
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SIXTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE
OF THE ASSOCIATION
OF FREE LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS

June 12-16, 1968

St Paul's Lutheran Church
Cloguet, Minnesoia

Conference Theme; "Working Together with Him"
Conforence Text: II Corinthians 5:20-6:10

Wednesday, June 12

10:00 a,m.

8:00 porm

All conference commitiees will meet for
a devotlonal session and room  assign-
e

Opening service with a message on the
Conference text by Rev. Jay . Erickson,
Radcliffe, Iowa. Opening of the Confer-
ence by President John P, Strand, The ap-
pointment of necessary commibiees,

Thursday, June 15

00 mm.

11:30 m.m

2:00 pom,

Devotions

The report of the Credentinls Committees
The election of the HNomlnating Committes
for 1969

The President's mossage

The report of the President of the Co-
ordinating Committesa

The Treasurer's Report

The report of Committee Number Cno
Praver Hour, The Prayer Hours will be
led by Rev. Lars Stalshroten, Eugene,
Oregon

Devations

The report of the Credentials Commitles
The repart of the Mominating Comimittes
The election of nominees for the Mlzsion
Corporation and the Mission Board
The election of nominees for the Fres
Lutheran Theologlcal Seminary Corpora-
tion and Board

Continuing discussion of the report of
Committes Numbar Ome

Elaction of nominess to the Co-ordinat-
ing Commities

Election of the Vice-President and the
Secretory cof the Association of Free Lu-
theran Congregations

Election of Commities Mumber One for
the 1969 Annual Conforence

The report of the Committee on the Order

May 14, 1968

G:00 pomn.

of Business for the Annuwal Conference
of the Association of Free Lutheran Con-
gregations

Supper mesting of the Seminary Corpora-
Lian

745 pom. Mission Festival Service conducied by the

Women's Missionary Federation

Friday, June 14

To00 a.m.

8K} a.m.

11:30 a.m.
200 p.m,

G pom.

Breaklast mesting of the Mission Corpora-
tion

Devolions

Report of the Credentials Commitios
Report of the Dean of the Theological
Seminary, Dr. Iver B Olzon

Report of the Acting Dean of the Bible
Schonl, Rev. John P. Strand

Raport of the Chairman of the Seminary
Board, Pastor George Soberg

Report of Committee MNumber Two
Report of the Mominating Committes
Election of Committes Mumber Two for
1969 Annual Conference

Prayer Hour

Devotions

The report of the Credentials Commities
The report of the Mission Director, Rew,
Harold Schafer

The report of the Chaleman of the Mis-
alon Board

The report of the Chairman of the Com-
mission on Evangelism

The report of Committes Mumber Three
Bangquet for the pastors and their wives

745 pom. Worship service conducted by laymen

900 a.m

Saturday, June 15

Dievotions

The report of the Credentiala Committee
Continuing discussion of the report of
Committes Number Thraa

Report of the Nominating Committes
The election of Commitltes NMumber Thrae
for the 1969 Conference

The report of the Chairman of the Board
of Publications and Parish Education, Rew.
Raynard Huglen
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11:30 am.
200 pom.

The repart of the Executlve Secratary af
the Department of Parish Education. Mra,
David Hanson

The report of the Chairman of the Youth
Board, Rev. Jay G. Erickson

The report of the Presldent of the Lu-
ther League Federation, Mr, Robert Lee
The report of Commitiee Mumber Four
Prayer Hour

Devotlons

The report of the Credentinls Commitles
The report of the Nominating Committee
The election of members to the Board
of Publications and Parigh Education, and
i1 the Youth Board

The election of Committee Number Four
for the 19689 Annual Conference

The report of the Chalrman of the Stew-
ardship Board, Dr. Iver B Olson

The report of the Chairman of the Pen-

The repart of Committes Number Five
The report of the Mominating Committes
The election of members o the Steward-
ship Board, and 1o the Pension Board
The election of Committee Mumber Five
for the 1969 Annual Conference

The report of Committee Mumber One as
the Commities on General Resolutions

T:45 pm. Youth night at the Conference with the

youth In charge of the sarvice

Sunday, June 18
E00 pom. Communiocn Service
1{:30 a.m. Waorship service with Pastor Herbert Franz

as the liturgist and preacher

200 pm. Ordination service led by Pastor Julius

Hermunaslie, with President John Strand
bringing the message
Conference Committes
Rew. John P. Strand

sion Board

Rev. Harry C. Maolsire

Invitation to the Conference

The sixth Annual Conference of
the Association of Free Lutheren
Congregations will convene in Clo-
quet, Minnesota, at the St Paul's
Lutheran Church on June 12 1t is
hard to beliewe that this will be
the Skoth Annuval Conference, Time
poes gn fagl, It seems such a short
time ags when the Associntion was
barn at the Conference in Thief
River Fulls in 1952, It seems a short
time but much has transpired, God
has blessed the work of the Associ-
ation more than we dreamed and,
I am afraid, even prayed, We will
have much to rejolce about as we
meat in Cloquet. There is, however,
& great deal yet to be done

The theme of the Conference is
“Working Together With Him." I
am sure there is greal concern in
the hearts and minds of all of us
about the situation in the world
and in our own netion today. Thera
is little cause for joy. We do not
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despair, howawver, because we have
a great God. He invites us to work
with Him. He has the power and tha
answer for every need of man, He
is our only hope,

Ag owe meel In Cloguer, it will
be with a prayer that we will work
with Him; that we will work to-
gether, with Him, each one of us
concerned with His glory and His
will. Meeting in that spirit, this can
te our gpreatest Conference aven
though we have had great ones
before,

I trust that every congregatlon
will be represented at the Confer-
ence, I trust that all will come
praying and will receive of the
blessings that only those in Chris
tinn fellowship can enjoy.

Welcome to the Conference. Lt
us work together with Him.

Sincerely in Christ,
John P. Strand
President, AFLC

PERSONALITIES

Rew. Jay . Erickson, Radcliffe,
Towa, has accepted & call o serve
Triumph Lutheran Church, Fern-
dale, Wash. He and his family will
be moving thera in late July,

Rew. Hubert F, DeBoer, form-
erly of Fasston, Minn., is now serv-
ing Free Lutheran Mizsion, Willmar,
Minn., and Falth Lutheran Church,
Granite Falls, Minn, The DeBoers
live in Willmar.
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I HAVE A
QUESTION

Questlon: “We beseech you,
brethren, o respect those who
labor among you and are owar you
in the Lord and sdmenish vouw, and
to esteam them highly in love be-
cause of thelr work™ (1 Thess, 5
12, 13,

We often hear that the pastor s
a servant of the congregation or
below the congregation, How can
the above-clted passage be ex-
plained in relation to pastor and
conpregation?

Answer: The Church of God on
eiarth is 8 cooperative venture. All
Christians are priests before God;
vel not all have ability or opportu-
nity to serve In a full capacity. Most
Christlans must be engaged in soane
accupation other than thet which is
related to the woark of the Church,
So the congregation aslks one mem-
ber of the Church to devote his Full
time in the work for which it is re-
eponsible. By providing him with a
livellhood they afford him an op-
partunity to give his full tme to
this common work, He then be-
comes a servant of the congregation
rather than a dictator who is re-
sponsible to no one. He ig aver the
congregation in the sense that God
has called him and the people have
invited him to work among them,

The congregation is to respect
and esteem him for the work that
he does rather than for his person.
This is God’s work for which they
have provided him an opportunity.
Hore the word of Jesus will apply,
“Whosoever would be greatl amaong
you must be your sarvent™ (Mark
143}, Any pastor who considers
himself more than a servant is much
lezs than a servant, and rightly
loses the respect of his flock. Any
congragation which, without good
reason, would lord it over the pas-
tor has also lost its servant status.
We are to serve and aid each other,
The ideal situation |z for both pas-
tor and congregatlon to work In
harmony to build the Kingdom of
God in the hearts of people
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Question: [5 it possible for a
Christian to participate In war
without hating the enemy he fights?

Answer: Whan a pergon 18 called
to serve his country in the armed
forces, matters are taken out of
hizs hands. War Is a corporate ac-
tivity in which every citizen par-
ticipates. The farmer who produces
the food, the ofl driller who sup-
plies the oil, the manufacturer who
provides arms and ammunition, the
man who pilots the plans, the per-
son who pulls the lever to release
the bombs—all are party to the
pction. Contraol i3 cut of the hands
of Individuals and the nation acts
as a growp. It is not necessary fo
hate the people on the other sida.
We have known Christlans who
have been in war and who later
have pone back to become mission-
grlea to the very people who were
their enamies in war.

The gquestlon is not whether war
is justifiable or not, War, as such,
is & sinful activity, and Christians
will joln others in reducing its inci-
dence—as they would any other
manifestation of sin, But when war
comes thare is little the individual
can dog ha participates with his
country in the activity, with or
against his wrill.

In saying so we are mindful of
consclentious objeclors—among
whom also are found sincere Chris-
tians, We do not condemn them,
though we cannot alwaya follow
their reasoning. Even when partiei-
pating in such non-contributory ac-
tivity as pruning tréss in the forast
they are enjoying the security pro-
vided by those who are willing to
fight to prevent the enemy from
entering the self-same forests to
destroy all who ara there. Rules
for private morality cannot alwevs
be enjoined for group action, We
live in & sinful world, and war will
be on its program till the end of
time, We may even encourage its
incidence by refusing to oppoese it
with forcs.

The Falthful Gulde

[Caratinued from page 8]

death of the ald Adam. Death is
extremely painful to him, and he
fights death with all his energy,
Luther said the old Adem must be
drowned daily, to which someone
has remarked, "But he is such a
good swimmer,” But, as Paul warns
uz Christiams in Romans 8:13, if
we are at any time living aceording
to the principles of the old Adam,
We are coming precariously close
to spiritual death, We are not ob-
ligated to serve the flesh but the
new  aplritual pature which God
has created in us. “For all who are
being lad by the Spirit of God, these
are the sons of God" (Rom, 8:14),
The Christian life is not lved pri-
mirily in the area of emotions or
reason, but m the area of the will,
If we are unwilling to submit our
will to Him He cannot use us. We
are puilty of falsely accusing God
when we bBlame our spiritual fail-
urez on God's failure to “6I" o=
The real cause of feilure is our re-
sistance to His atiempts to empty
us of ourseives,

In converslon and baptism the
Holy Spirit comes {o us savingly—
He regenerates us. Dwelling within
iz He then can work charismati-
cally as He wills (I Cor, 12:11) for
His own special purpose. The only
true servant of God ls the person
who has surrendered fo the con-
tral of the Holy Spirit and is a tool
being wislded by the Holy Spirit.
Such people are what the Lord
needs if the Gospel i= to be pro-
claimed to all nations, and men are
to be saved, Such people are whit
our AFLC needs to propel us out of
a state of mediocrity into a dynam-
i foree in His sarvice. May we all,
by God's grace, allow Him to supply
our every spiritual nesd lor the
Great Adventurs of life and allow
Him to guide ug through It, to His
eternal glory, Amen.
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