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FORGET NOT
ALL HIS BENEFITS

Psalm 103:15

Thanksgiving Day is a reminder
to everyone to remnder thanks and
praise to God for all His benefits,
As parants we try to train our
children to be thankful when they
heve received a gift from someoni,
Many times they are prompied by
the gquestion "What do wyou say
now?" gnd then they remember
to say “thank yvou.” Our godly fore-
fathers realized the danger that
we as adults would be apt to be
as the little children so they set
agkde one day as Thanksgiving day.
We receive God's blessings daily
upon our Hves and yet we fail so
often to give thanks and pralse
to God, from whom all blessings
flowr.

There are some people who
would dere to be so0 bold amd say,
“What is there to be thanlkful for?
The cost of living is so high; they
are always raising our taxes; there
la a0 muoch sorrow and heartache
there is war and famine in this
world.” This kind of an Individoal
sers only the wrong side of life
He is llke a person looking at the
under side of a handstitched rug—
it is only as we =ee the right side
that we reallze the beauty of the
effort and time gone into that rug.

Tha Pealmist comes to us with
the reminder 1o count our benefits
which the Lord daily bestows upon
us. We want to mentlon just a
few, for who can enumerate all
af them? Let us consider our tem-
poral blessings which God has so
wonderfully bestowed upon us. We
have plenty of food and clothing;
no oneg has to go (o bed hungry.

I'm sure it is the opposite, for
most of us have more than suffl-

clent., God keeps His promises! He
has prowvided uws with sunshine and
raln—the granaries are filled—the
cattle have had pgood pasture so
there s an abundance of mill and
meat for all.

I know this is not true in every
country. Thers are many peopla
who po to bed hungry, wondering
where they will get thelr next
meal. Many are sick because they
lack the proper foods necassary for
their bodies. The guestion that is
before us is—do we thank God for
these daily benefits. Many people,
wi @mre sorry to 2ay, do not pause
and thank God for their food. With
proper food we malntaln good
health which is also a benefit from
God.

We have also soclal benefits—
friemils. How lonely life would be
without friends, Do we thank God
for our friends and neighbors who
come to vislt us? Friends who wdill
help when we nesd help are truly
a blessing from God.

We also have intellectusl and
educationzl bamefits. Our opporiu-
nities of leaming in various fields
of science are far above other
countries. Most of all we learn of
God's creation, His plan of salva-
tion, the jov of the experience of
this salvation and living in Fellow-
ship with our Lord and Sevior
Jesus Christ.

The greatest of all our benefits
are the splritual benefits—the joy
of knowing that our sins are for-
given. The Psalmist writes in
Psalm 32; “Blessed is he whose
transgression is forgiven, whose
gin is covered' Are we happy to
know that our sins are forgiven,

According to the

buried in the depths of the deepest
sea? Are we thankful for the Joy
of being able to go to bed with
a clear conscience? The Psalmist
had experienced a semson of his
life when this wias not 5o, He refers
to It In these words: “Day and
night thy hand was heavy upon
ma: my molsture was turned into
the drought of summer."

1 am sure he was misersble un-
der the convicting hand of God,
It was an expression of joy when
he had been obedient and confessed
hiz sins. Then he could write—
“Blessed {or happy) is he whose
transgresgions are forglven, whose
gin s coversd” Thank God for
sins forgiven!

Watlce the words, "Who redeem-
eth thy life from destruction.” Yes,
Jesus Christ came into the world
to redeem all. He offers life to
everyone—yes, the abundant lifel
The Psalmist has expressed the
love of God in these words, “Who
crowneth thee with lovingkindness
gnd tender mericaz.” He gives not
only of Hiz kindness and mercy
but of Hiz "lovingkindneas and ten-
der mercles.” The difference be-
tween mere kindness and low-
ingkindmess and betwesn mercy
and tender mercy is as different
as between a flower without frag-
rance and the flower with frag-
rAnoE.

Az we honestly look at all that
God hias freely bestowed upon us
we join with the Psalmist with
thanksgiving and praise, "Bless the
Lord, O my soul, and all that is
within me, bless his holy name.'
Yes, with our whole being we
ghould give thanks and praise to
God for all Hizs henefits to os.
—Ernest Langness

The Lutheran Ambassador is published biweekly (except the first issue of August) by the Association of
Pree Lutheran Congregations, 3110 East Medicine Lake Blvd.,, Mpls, Minn. 55427, Rev, Raynard Huglen, Ros-
Iym, South Dakota 57261, is the editor. Subscription price Iz 5250 per vear in advance. Subscriptions should be
sent to The Lutheran Ambassodor, 3110 East Medicine Lake Boulsvard, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55427, Sec-
ond-class postape paid at Minneapolis, Minn.
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Pastor Dale R. Battleson
Bagley, Minnesota

Philippians 4;6-7

The first Thanksgiving Procla-
mation was glven by President
George Washington in 1788, In his
proclamation he declared:

“Whereas it is the duty of all
nations to acknowledge the provi-
dence of Almighty God, (o obay
His will, to be grateful for His
benefits and humbly implore His
protection, and that we all unite
in rendering unto Him our sincere
end humble thanks for His kind
care and protection of the people
of this country and for the great
favor which He has bestowed
upon us. .. "

This is Thanksgiving time In
America. God has richly blessed
us a3 & mation and as individuals
living in this land of lberty and
freedom. Today in Amerles there
will be very few Americans who
will not be enjoving the hoomry of
a fine Thanksgiving Day dinner
with &ll the trimmings. Perhaps
this Thenksgiving season we find
it ensy to thank God. The crops
were good; evervone is healihy:
there was no sorrow in the family:
perhaps it was a prosperous year
for most of us. When blessings like
those come our way, we find it
easy to praise and thank Ged, ¥or,
with all the blessings we have as
Americans, we are an anxious peo-
ple.

This Thanksgiving we find it dif-
ficult to forget our anxleties,
Should we as Christians living in
the prestest counmtry in all the
world be anxious sbout the things
of this life? The Philipplans may
have had reason to feel anxious,
for they were suffering from the

enmity of many opponents. How-

ever, the Apostle Paul asked the
people of Philippl not to be anxioes
about the things of this life. He
encouraged them to put thelr trust
In God, leaving all matters to His
Fatherly direction and cire,

How difficult it is sometlmes to
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stop being anxlous and to stard
trusting in our Lord for even those
little things in life which cause us
Lo worry. Yet, in Matthew 6: 25-31,
Jesus calls our attention to the
birds of the air, how He cares
for them, and how He clothes the
lilies of the field. Then Jesus says,
“Are you not of more walue than
they?"

How often we have read these
words, spoken by our Lord, wet
we continue day after dey living
in anxiety, How difficult it is5 to
apply these words of Jesus and
of 8t. Paul to our daily lives. Per-
haps owen this Thanksgiving sea-
S0m we are anxious about many
things; how sonderful it would be
if we would take God at His word
gnd forget our anzleties, trusting
only in Him!

The second difficult thing about
Thanksgiving is to let our requests
be made known to God through
prayer, Sometimes people ask why
it Iz necessary o come to God
in prayer if He already knows our

necds. We come to God with our
requests because we need to have
a personal talk with Him, This is
what prayer s, communion and
fellowship with our Lord; we come
to Him because we know that we
need Him, The Christian cannot
live without Him; therefore we
bring our requests before Him.

We hnow that He cares for us
more than for the birds of the air
or the liles of the field. Yet so
often we come to God only with
the "big" requests, those sorious
matters such as death or illness,
Cerlainly God 1z concerned with
all the litle declsions we make
dally also; we need to seek His
guidance in all that we do, whather
it spems important or unimportant
bo us, The difficult thing for many
aff ug even this Thanksgiving sea-
son Is to admit that we need God;
we by ourselves are powerleas, and
we cannot solve life's many prob-
lems alone. We must get into the
daily pattern aof "letting our re-
gquests be made known to God™
He alpne can give guldance and
wisdom.

The third, end parhaps the most
difficult, thing is to give thanks
to God, When things are not going
smoothly, it is not an easy thing
to thank God. Perhaps szome of
g find it difficult to think of any
hlesaings for which to be thankful
this Thanksgiving season, The year
may have been one of hardship;
perhaps the c¢rops failed, [iness
entered the home, or a loved one
was taken from our midst.

Are vou gble to thank God this
Thanksgiving? Have yvou found rea-
sons for thanking God even when
life has had its disappointments,
problems and  sorrows?  The
Apasile Panl writes in Ephesians
5:20 (Phillips translation), "Thank
God at all tlmes for everything,
in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ.™

If 5. Paul had known anything
about a Thanksgiving Day as we
knorar it, 1 wonder what he would
have had to be thankful for? He
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was shipwrecked, imprizoned, sur-
rounded by wretchedness, and
faced with a menacing future; yet
he found it In his heart to thank
God abundantly. If Paul, a pris-
oner, could find cause to give
thanks, how much more should wel

Turning the pages of American
history back to the year 1620 to
# place called Flymouth Rock, we
see a little group of men, women,
and children kneeling on the cold
pround, hands folded, giving
thanks to God for a safe journey
acrogs the dangerous sea and for
bringing them to a new land—to
American sodl,

For what did the Pilgrims have
to be thankful? Their supplies had
run out; they were in need of food,
they were without homes (o protect
them from the weather. If they,
endanpared by the savage beasts
and Indians, uncertain of food and
clothing, their ranks thinned by
sickmess and plague, could observe
a day of Thanksgiving, how much
more should wel

What did Georee Washingion
have to be thankful for that cold
and bitter winter when he and hias
men were without werm clothing
and proper food? Yet he knelt in
the snow at Valley Forge, not only
asking God for strength, food, and
clothing for his men, but also
thanking God lor what they did
have.

Our Lord hed no place to lay
Hiz head; He never owned & home
or wore expensive clothing; yet He
always found occasion to thank His
Heavenly Father, even when His
life was reguired of Him on the
CrOgg.

This is Thanksgiving 1968, a sea-
son set aside for thinking aboot
our many blessings, and then
thanking God, Who made them pos-
sible, Tt is true that we have many
things for which to be thankfol—
home, family, friends, freedom of
religion and speech, abundant op-
portunities for educatbon—but the
greatest blessing of ell is that of
Goid"s grace to sinful man. Bechuse
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of His Son's death on the cross,
we can be forgiven of our sinful
condition and our sins committed
each and every day, end we can
lonk forward to life eternal writh
Him. For this we should surely
thank Him, not only during this
Thanksgiving season, but each day
that He gives us the health and
strength to0 do so. Let us never
forget to thank God for sending
the Savior into the world to shed
His precious blood that we might
have galvatlon In Hls Mame. If we
cannot be thankful for anything
else, we can always, yes always,
thank God for this great gift of
silvation in Christ Jesus.

Yes, giving thenks to God can
be difficult at times; we may find
It hard to thank Him for & poor
yeer of crops, for illness, for the
loss of a loved one, but the blessing
of knowing Christ Jesus in our
hearts is 50 great that even those
of ws who have had a bad wear
ghould be able to thenk God for
our Savior and the hope of the
life to come,

The difficult thing this Thanks-
giving 1= to push aside our anxie-
ties and to trust more In God, Whao
knows our every need. The difficult
thing this Thanksgiving is to let
our reguests be mads known to
God—to bring our fears, our prot-
lems, ba they large or small, to
Him in prayer,

The difficult thing this Thanlks-
giving season is to thank God even
when we have experienced a poor
year, The difficult thing of Thanks-
giwing this year and ewvery year
iz to make every dey a day of
Thanksgiving within our heartg—to
thank God for the gift of the Sav-
ior, to thank Him for the wonderful
promises in His Word, that thers
ie salvation for all who would be-
lieve and eall Him Lond, May we
who have been so richly blassed by
God give thanlks for all  things
which are so dear to us, for home,
family, and friends, but most of
all to thank God for Jesus Christ—
it is mot at all hard when we truly

know His saving gracel

“"Mow thank we ell our God,
With heart and hands and wolces,
Who wondrous things hath done,
In whom His world rejolces,
Who from our mother's arms
Hath blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love,
And =l iz oura today.

“all praise and thanks to God
The Father now be given,
The Son and Him who relgns
With them in highest heaven:
The one eternal God,
Whom earth and heaven adore;
For thus it was, is now,
And shall be evermors!™
{The Concordin Hymmal,
Mo, 242, verses one and threa)

OLAF GELEN PASSED AWAY
LAST MARCH

(Haf Gelen, 76, Bemidji, Minm.,
lost his life in an auito accident
in Bemidji on Muarch 26, Funeral
services were feld at Trinity Lu-
theran Church, Pony Lake, with
Rey, Marvin Unds=eth officiating.

Born on May 10, 1881, in Fertlle,
Minn., Mr. Gelen was active in
the Red River Lutheran Innermis-
gion and the Redby Luthesan In-
dian Mission, He was a lay preach-
er and in 1965 when his pastaor,
Morrla Eggen, was ill for some
months, took care of his sarvices,
He was faithful in wvisiting rest
homes In the srea in order to bring
some  spiritual care to the resi-
dents.

Mr. (Gelem was a8 man of prayer
and Bible study. By nature he was
friendly and loved to live in peace
and fellowship with other Chris-
tisns.

He was preceded in death by
two wives, the former Leorn Stai
and the former Lene Dunrud, Sur-
vivors include one son, Loois,
Crookston, Minn.; two daughters,
Mrs. Ed Gallen and Mre. Florenee
Evje of Faribault, Minn; and a
glgter, Mrs. Johanna Bakke, Be-
midji, with whom he made his
home,
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This sermonelte is based on a mes-
sape preached by the writer tn St
Peter's Lutheran Church, Huoy
Springs.

II#EP el!

Rev. Edward A, Johnson, LCA
Hay Springs, Meh,

In the little town of Red Lake
Falls, Minnesota, someone has
serawled a meszape on the wall
of an sbandoned mill

Some people have to write all
over ewverything: on walls, fences,
signboards, water towers, even his-
torical monuments. Such scrib-
blings are called graffiti, and some
Interesting collections of them have
been published. Some are banal,
otherz polgnant; and some are ob-
scene, "an embarrassment to all
decont people. . unil  someone
mercifully  obhliterates them," as
Pastor Raynard Huglen has writ-
Len.

But the message scrawlad on the
wall of that old mill in Red Lake
Falls Is wonderfully heartwarming.
In large, easily resdable letters
someons has written  just two
words: “HI People.

Who put them there? Probably
o one will ever know, But Pastor
Huglen was inspired to welte an
editorial about them in the April
20, 1848, izsue of The Lutharan Am-
hazsador (page 10 :

“Mow that's a cheery note and
it brightens up our day whenever
we go by it.... Ii's nice to get
the presting, like a pleasant “hells’
in a strange land.

“It s the =spirit which Iz needed
in & world like ours. So much is
impersongl. There s 30 much hata
gnd prejudice, Most of us limit
ourselves to our family groap and
@ few chosen friends. The rest of
the world can go by.

“But the words "Hi People' give
a little lft to those who pass by,

MNovember [2, [988

Thev're kind of impersonal, Loo,
but they hawve the grace of impart-
ing themselves to everyong in a
personel way. Some blithe aplieit
wrote them, like a small child look-
ing up at a stranger passing by
and saving 'hello” in his little voice,

“In the midst of all the had
things belng printed and stamped
where all can see, here are words
of hope, ‘Hi FPeople.' *

Mow let's see how something of
thiz hopeless-yet-hopeful mood has
hit the writer af the 42nd Psalm,

Here is a man who feels llke
giving up on people entirely. Motice
how he begins: “As the hart [stag]
panteth after the water brooks, so
panteth my soul after thee, O God,
My soul thirsteth for God, for the
living God: when shall T come and
appear hefore God? My tesrs hawve
been my meat day and night, while
they contlnuslly say wunto me,
Where is thy God? (vv., 1-3).
This maen has knoem better days,
when life was simple and free and
peaple seemied more genuine than
now., “When I momember these
things, 1 pour oot my soul in me:
for I had gone with the multitude,
[ went with them to the house of
God, with the wvoice of joy and
pralse, with a multitude that kept
holyday®™ (v. 4).

The Pealmist iz far from home,
apparently in northern Palestine if
one may judge from the places
named in this Psalm, For some
unexplained remson, he cannot re-
turn home. He may be ill, or the
victim of some catastrophe; he
may even be a prisoner ol war
{0ne can almost Imagine an Amer-
ican “guest” of the Hanol Hilton
wrlting these wordsl) His heathen

neighbors and adversaries taunt
him mercilessty: “0Our pods are
gll around us in the sacred groves,
Where's your God?* Seelng & steg
lost in the wilderness, far from
lts accustomed heunis and wabter
brooks, the welter finds in the be-
wildered animal a perfect symbal
af his own desolation and hopeless-
TIESS,

But God does not call men to
live In either the golden past or
today's sloughs of despair. This
Pgalm reminds us of several
things:

(1) God calls us to five in the
present moment. Since he “can’t
go home again” the writer takes
fresh stock of his situation and sees
that ewven In this strenge place,
God is still with him. “Yet the
Lord will command his lovingkind-
nesg fn the daytime, and in the
night his song shall be with me,
and my praver unto the God of
my life” (v. B). Ome day “this,
o, shall pass™: and what we do
meanwhile with today will shape
and ecolor all our tomorvows, God
asks us o sarve Him one day at
a time, here and now; patlenty,
not bitterly. We are to use today’s
opportunities to the fullest, but not
to despair if we cannot discern
those opportunities immediatoly,

(¥ God never leaves His chil-
dren alome. We think of & passage
in the Order for Marriage from the
Bervice Book and Hymnaal of the
Lutheran Chuwrch in Armerica
(19585 "And although, by resson
of sin, many a cross hath been
lald thereon, nevertheless our gra-
cious Father in heaven doth not
forsake His children In an estate
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so holy and scceptahle to him, bt
is ever prasent with hls abundant
blessing.” That's true in marrisge,
amd in life generally. God never
promises us sunshine without rain,
epring without winter, joy without
sorrow, or hope without anxiety.
We ask why these all go together
and are told simply that they do,
But God doesn't leave us alone,
aver. The wery landscape aof life
witnesses at every turn to “the
pooddness of the Lord in the land
of the living"™ (Ps, 27:13).

(3} God sends ws all we need
for owr dailly bread, Do yvou re-
member how Luther, in his Smal
Catechizm, deflnes “delly bread™?
“"Everything that is required to sat-
isfy our bodily needs; such as food
and ralment, house and home,
ficlds and flocks, money and
poods; plous parents, children, and
servants; godly and faithful rulers,
pood government, seasonzhie
weather, peace and health; order
and honor; true friends, good
nelghbors, and the like" (Inter-
synodical Translation edopted by
the Lutheran Fres Church, 1928).
Mot just physlcal needs, you'll no-
tice, but also such gifts as other
people: “pious parents, children
and servants,..true friends, oood
neighbors.” Through other peoplo
we gee God most clearly.

Does that surprise you? How
would vou have known of God, how
would you have learned the faith
vou confess, how would you have
come Into the church at all but
through the ministey of other peo-
ple? If we have seen God only
through His fullest self-revelation,
Jesus Christ the Incarnate Word,
then that Word has been mediated
to us not cnly through the Scrip-
turezs but alse in the day-to-day
witness and minlstrations of fellow
Christisns  whose example has
lightened the way to Him (of,
I John 4: 12} .

S0 often, amid the desarts of hu-
man strife and depravity, one
comes across those refreshing
oases af genuine kindness and con-
cern and warm, brotherly love
which make the whole dreary run
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seem worthwhile and glve us fresh
courage (o go out and iry once
more. The "bad apples” are only
a minute percentags of God's total
cregtion. Mearly everyone stands
ready to offer you his or her hand
i fellowship, seeking yours in
turn, Mo wonder the anonymous
wall scribbler In Minnesota could
declare hopefully: “Hi People.”

Mot that despair doesn’t return,
sometimes. The Psalmist utters his
triumphant cry of hope In verses
5§ and & only to get back down
into the dumps in verse @ *T will
gay unto God my rock, Why hast
thou forgotten me? why go |
mourning because of the oppres-
gion of the ememy?” Living in the
midst of adversity makes it hard
to mest each new day. But then
one remembers God's  renewed
promize and continuing goodness
which are for each mew day and
the long future as well,

5o the Pgalmist can say again:
“Why art thou cast down, O my
soul? and why art thou disguieted
within me? hope thou in God: for
1 shall yvet praise him, who is the
health of my countenance, and my
God™ (v, 111, Hiz despondency is
unwarranted. God remains God,
and no tragedy, however over-
whelming on the human plane, is
reason for despair. Spring will re-
turn to the land, and a brighter day
i= sure to be,

We cannot know, nor would we
likely share, the Psalmist's specific
woes: but we do Enow disillusion-
ment & & frequent companion
along the pathways of life. The
Psalmist's cry may be ours also,
but the angwer that dispels the
ploom is never leng in coming:
“l shall wet praise him, my help
and my God,” from everlasting to
everlasting. We can go on in hope,
then, knowing that in God's good
time wo shall meap in abundant
joy.

“Pralze the Lord! Sing to the
Lord a mew song, his praise in
the assembly of the faithfull™

Psalm 148:1

QUIET TALKS
Pastor Lars Stalshroten
Mieah 213

When Joshua came to Jericho
he faced high walls and closed iron
gates. Everything was closed—
none went in and out of the city.
He went out for a walk. He wanted
to be alone for meditation and
prayer. As he looked up he saw
n man with his sword drawn {Josh
§:13-15). Joshua inguired, *“Are
vou for us or against us?” He gald,
“I am the Captein of the Host
of the Lord, NWow I am coma™

What marvelous things happen
when He comes!

"When Jesus comes, the temp-

ter's power is brolken;

When Jesus comes, the tears are
wiped away.

He takes the gloom and fills the
life with glory

For oll is chawged when Jesus
comes to stay,”

Do vou expérience this in your
claily lifa?

How the situation changed for
Joshua when the Captain of the
Host of the Lord came and took
over. Then Joshua fell on his face
and worshipped and szald, “What
has my lord to say to his servant?
He lay there humble In the dust
and received his onders. Jashiia
did mot break down the walla and
rermove the gates. Mo, the Breaker
did. Joshua and the people balieved
on the Lord, and followed His
marching orders and the miracle
came to pass—the walls of Jericho
tumbled down!

What a change took place in the
home of Mary and Martha when
Jesus came! “The Master iz come,
and calleth for you™ (John 11:28}.
Thay also Tell at His feat. The Mas-
ter over all situations, the Master
over sorrow, sin, death amd the

devil, had come. And what a
change!
"Their hearts were sad as in the
toml they lald Him,

For death had come and taken
[Contimued an page {3
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TODAY: The Tioga (N. Dak.)
Parish

Zion Lutheran Church

The western North Dakota town
of Tioga was ke many another
smail town in that part of the
country, several hundred in popula-
tlon, almest entirely dependant on
the wheat crops which were some-
times good and sometdmeas poor,
And Tioga was strongly Norwegian,
with two Lutheran churches of Nor-
wegian backgroumd,

But many things changed in the
early 1950°s. The big reason was
the discovery of oil south of town,
Mearly overnight the town grew
four or five times larger both in
population end area. Southern ec-
cents now mingled with Norwegian
brogues on the little city's strests.

oy 1

Zlan Luiheros Churck
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A Southern Baptlst congregstion
Joined the several other dentming-
tions in town Williston, larger to
begin with, drew much of the basi-
ness and outfitting end of things,
bat the oil action was right around
Tioga.

Pastor of Zion Lutheran Church
and the whale parigh for most of
that burgeoning, bustling, hectic
first decade was Rev, John P
Strand, president of the Association
of Froe Lutheran Congregations.

Zion Congregation traces her an-
cestry back to 1903 In the com-
munity but formal organization
took place in 1807, Affiliatlon has
been with only two groups, the Lu-
theran Free Church and the AFLC.

The present church building, lo-
ceted at 221 Morth Main Street,
wag constructed in 19168 and exten-
sively remodeled and enlarged in
1851, A wouth center, providing
necded Sunday school rooms and
office space, was added [m 1957,
It is barely visible on the picture
of the church. In 1864 new paws
were purchazed and the sanctuary
and chancel were redecorated and
refurnished last winter and spring.

Pastors who have served Zion
are: O, C. Dahlager, Aslak G. Lee,
Hans 0. Helsath, Andreas J. Loge-
lienc, 1908=15; Arthur G. Hansen,
1916-20; Abraham T. Moen, 1530
an; E M. Hansen, 1831-36; E. A.
Evenson, 1936—41; Harald Grindal,
1941—48; Carl J. Carlsen, 1948-51;
John P. Strand, 1852-64; H. Albart
Larson, 186566, Students Leslle
Calland, Dale Battleson and Fobe

Rohert L Lsw, one of the paostors of the

Tips porieh, b o grodecks & l.u.lf-rfl
College and Frae Lutherem Theologlcol Sem-
Inary, both in Minneapalis, Minn, During
his college days ond after, be osshted in @
nember of parkhss in tha AFLC. Frem s
eanaba, Mach, Postor les s marded te the
former Gloric Pamms of Minnespolis

ert Lee have served since then
Mr. Lee began his work in the
parish in 1866, was ordalned in
June and continues as a pastor
of the parish, Lay assistants under
Pastors Strand and Larson were
Charles Pegelow, Martin Heids,
Robert Rieth and Melvin Walla,

The congregation has sent the
following sons and daughters Into
full-time Christian  wark: Bey,
Chestar Blake, an American Lu-
theran pastor in Wisconsin; Chris-
tine Amundson, Mrs. Carl Cesthy,
retired AFLC's pastor's wife in
Spicer, Minn; Bummell Borstad,

Mra. Karsten Baalson, Lutheran
[Camrinued om poge 11]

Paitar and Mre Lee Bee In thin houss, one of teo
cwrwd by the poridh, Lecabed of S18 M. Moin 55, iF wos bel In 1932,
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FERGUS FALLS CHURCH
HOSTS FIRST WMF
CONVENTION

The Central Minnesota District
af the Women's Missionary Federa-
tion met Monday, October 7, at
Calvary Lutheran Church in Fer-
gus Falls. This is a newly formed
congregation.

The theme was “A Great Open
Droor to ANI™ (1 Cor, 16:9).,

We opened with our theme song,
"You Must Opén the Door” Pre-
siding over the meeting was Mrs,
Harry Rorvig, presldent. Devotlons
were given by Mrs. Georpe Hart-
man of Dalton who resd Hebrews
Z:1-3.

The welcome was glven by Mrs.
Ted Aasness of the host church.
Mrs, (Maf Draxton of Fergus Falls
sang “There [z Room at the Cross
For Yo"

Pastor Harry Molstre of Dalton
led the Bible study,

He said, when there is much in-
tercessory PrAYEF YOU CRRN SEense,
feel and know it Acts 19 8-10,
Paul was daring and stoed and
preached every day of the week
for two wears. The people &ll
heard, but that does not mean all
were suved,

of adversaries were;

1. He was totally consecrated to
Jesus Christ.

2 He knew Christ personally.
3. He was mealous In hls prayer
life,
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4. He was zealous for the Word
of God.

B, He had desp compasslon for
lost souls,

At noon a potluck dinner was
served by the ladies of the church,
At 1:30 Pastor Sldney Swenson of
Fergus Falls led in prayer fellow-
ship. Mre. Joe Lucken of Audubun
led the devotions reading from

John 10: 8=15. Me. Clifford Johnson
of Esko was the main speaker,
He emphasized that Christianity
mmust begin in the home, Of most
importance for WMF women is
PRAYER. Mother, pray for our
children, Repetition Is the seed of
learning. Mever be ashamed of our
Lutharan doctrine.

There is so little kindness in the
world today., Why does it take a
flood, fire or other catastrophe to
malke people kind? Two of the kind-
est things we can do for othars
is to pray for someons and to
tell someone of Jesus, Mr. Johnson
thanked God for an old salnt who
kept saying, "I'm praying for
?m_"

Mavis and Delomes Sware and
Hilda Schnelderman of Moorhead
samg, “When [ Knegl Down o
Pra.:r....ll

I am sure we all went home
to be more diligent in prayer
for ourselves and others in the
community where wa live,

—DMre. Lawrence Dahlgran, Sac.
[Continued o page 12]

Three women of Faith Lutheran Church were awarded Honorary
Memberships in the Women's Missionary Federation by the Faith Lu-
theran Ladies Aid of Colfax, Wis., on September 5, 1968, at their monthly
meeting,

The women pictured above, left (o right, Mre, Emil Everson, Mrs
The ressons Paul was unafraid  Helmer Freeberg and Mrs, Arthur Larson, received this honorary mem-

bership for their many years of faithful service.

Mrs, Donald Everson, Mrs., Charles Freeberg, and Mrs, Robert
Dictsche presented the ladies with their pins, After the préssntation
of the ping a program was given, lollowed by refreshments,

—Mrs. Robert Dietsche
Sand Creelk, Wisconzin
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WORK CUT OUT

The Tressurer's Report for the Association for
Sept, 30 did not look very encouraging at first glance,
{Tt was printed in the previous Ambassador) How-
aver, a4 little fipuring revealed that the percentage
of the annual goal reached by Sept. 30 was less
than ane percent below the similar stage last year.

In order to achieve that, furthermore, approxi-
mately 38500 more had been given in & comparable
period this year than last. That is a very fine increase
in giving.

So much for the plus side. Mow let us look at
what remains to be done If the 1988-68 minimum
goals are to be reached. Fifty-five percent of the
total amount needed must be recelved from the con-
gregations and individuals during the last four months
of the year, and one and one-half of those months
are passed now, Last year that task was accomplished
and thus it 1z a possibility this time also, but the
experlences of both last year and this point up the
real- problem of getting more of the church’s income
earlier in the year. As our budgets increase it will
become necessary to borrow more money during the
year as the bulk of the contributions are awaited
In the waning months of the fiscal year—unless the
pattern can be changed somewhat,

In addition to having more than half of the antici-
pated income for the year outstanding at the two-
thirds mark, the Association must this year contribute
over §12,000 more during the last third than she did
last year. The reason for that is that the total goal
is higher, nearly 321,000 higher. So our work is cut
ot for us.

A chureh such as ours, so wery rural, is dependent
of the rural economy, none too good at the present,
The problem has been compounded this fall by the
poor harvesting conditions which have obtained In
northern Minnesota and northeastern North Dakota,
both strongholds in the Association, Losses have been
sustnined and that will not help us in meeting the
budget.

In the past the people have shown o remarkable
response to the financiel challenge and we lock for
the same fine effort now in the face of the greatest
need to date, In doing so we trust that many more
gifts will be earmarked for the General Fund and
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the Schools (current operating expense) than has been
the case so far. It is puzeling to see these two funds
lagging behind so badly.

Finally, we renew the suggestion that the Associa-
tion would do well to put someons Into the area
of stewardship promotion, at least on a part-time
hasis, very soon, The fellowship may be a spiritual
movement, but it 1z not so spiritual but what some
real stewardship training and study will have to be
undertaken soon if our church is to meet the [ncreas-
ing challenges which will be forthcoming. It is hetier
to be forearmed than to begin falllng behind and
have to start playing catch-up.

In the meantime, the next two and one-half months
will require preat discipline and sacrifice if God's
work ig to advance through our common endeavors.

WHO SPEAKS FOR US?

Edge, the youth publication of the three major Lu-
theran bodles, has announced its demise with its final
issue, October 1868 Thus the magazine sets some
gort of record for brovity, lasting a little over one
year. The remson given for discontinuance is that
there = a major deficit. Apparently subscription totals
were nol impresaive,

Edge followed Arena One, which was an intarim
publication end a combination of the Missouri Synod's
Arena and the American Lutheran Church's One.
Earller, One had bhad a lfe of some sixtesn vears.

Tt is not conpeivable that three Lutheran church
bodies totalling over eight million members will long
go without @ monthly magazine for youth, In fact,
there is talk of a resurrection next year In some
other, mysterious form.

While It may be argued that it iz none of our
business, we will take this opportunity to register
a complaint and express & wish In regard to Lutheran
vouth magagines. The complaint is that for some
years the youth papers with which we are somewhat
farniliar have not paid much attention to the pletlstic
elements within the churches {maybe that's why sub-
scriptions aren't more numercus, too). They have
appealed to the social activists at the expense of
those who would minister first to the Inner man.
In their desire not to be caught sayving "no™ to any-
thing, they have alienated parents, and young people,
who believe the “positive no" is stated again and
again in Scriptune,

We do not deny for 8 moment that the vouth
publications with which we are familiar have con-
tained some stimulating material, They have, and
their focus on social lssues hesn't been &l bad, by
any means, But the lack of warmth in picturing
the Christlan life disturbs ua. The themes of sin and
grace, of the need for personal commitment, are
too often obscured. And many times the impression
is given that truth cannot be conveyed to youth today
unless it be coated in ultra-modern idiom and jacgon,
Some of us don't buy that.
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There will be new official Lutheran youth maga-

zines in the future. The trouble l= that In all lHkeli-
hood they will continue to ignore or, at best, be
ptronizing  toward the pletistic segments of the
churches. And those segments aren't insignificant.
But for the present they are pretty well shut out
when it comas to this areas,

In the Associnton there ls need for 8 Lutheran
youth magazine, but it iz impossible for us to prodocs
one. It would be good if the products of the Joint
Youth Publications Council could be wsed in our
churches but they cannot. There [z probably not a
piastor in the church who would encourage the use
of whnt hns bean avalloble lately. Thia was not true
ten yeara ago.

Again, it isn't a case of everything being unaccept-
able. But the basic approach and outlook 1z different

from what a good many in the Lutheran churches
are used to and want and therefore they must forego
their use. It [z possible to be current and pletistic
It would be nice if someone could speak for that
side of things insofar as a Lutheran youth magazine

THANKSGIVING DAY

It was Henry Ward Beecher who said, "Pride
slays thanksgiving, but a humble mind is the soil
out of which thanks naturally grow. A prood man
is seldom a grateful man, for he never thinks he
pets as much as he deserves, When any mercy falls,
he says, ‘Yes, but it ought to be more. Tt is only
manna as a corlander seed, whereas it ought to be
like & baker's loaf.' "

Thanksglving Day 1968, finds us with innumerable
b1minﬁaliﬂnﬂﬂmuaﬂundlfuﬂuwuhip.
individuals, God is good, Hiz mercles fall not. Lat
ws return prateful thenks unto Him, the Lord and
giver of all, Deliver us, O God, from belng prood
of heart so that we fuil to honor Thee,

One way In which we can express our thankfulness
ig to fill our churches on Thankegiving Day. It is
not right that feasting that day should interfers with
thie offerings of praise and thanksgiving in our houses
of worship, Put first things first.

is concerned. That iz our wish.

The Lord is good. Come into His courts with praise.

Ephesians 6:10, 11, 13 “Finally,
my brethren, be strong in the Lord,
and in the power of his might.
Put on the whole armour of God,
that yv& may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil ..
Wherefore talke unto vou the whole
armour of God, that ye may be able
to withstand in the evil day, and
having done all, to stand"

Philipplana 1:21: “For me to live
iz Christ, and to die is gain."

I thank God for Christian parents
who taught us to pray and read our
Bibles, My parents have gone (o be
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with the Lord, "T know that my
Redeemer livath,"

I teach a Sunday School class
every Sunday and have done so for
many years. We love the children,
I am glad I accepted Christ as my
Bavior, We have pesce in our
hearts, We must put on the whole
armour of God. We must not listen
to the devil's voice, We should pray
many times a day and read our
Bibles.

Wi have a pastor who gives a
messape from the Bible and the
message of salvation in  Jesus
Christ, We thank God for all the
pastors we have had in cur church
who preached repentance of sin and
salvation in Jesus Christ,

T go to rest homes end play and
sing for the old folks. There are
man and women who have accepied
Jesus Christ asz thelr Savior. We
thank God and the Holy Spirit who
convicts of sin, We pray for a re
wvival In which many people will
become Christians,

We pray for our president, Mr.
Lyndon Johnson. We pray that our

leaders will pray to God for help
for without Christ you can do noth-

ing.

Thank Gad for all who are living
a Christian life. "Stand up, stand
up for Jesus. Stand in His strength
alone” We pray for our pastors
and missionaries that God will pive
them strength to carry on thelr
worke of winning many lost souls
for Heaven.

God blesa you all. We can all b
shining lights In a dark world. Keap
looking up to Jesus Christ. We shall
meet in Heaven, God bless you all

Emma Lovik
Wilton, Minn.
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Giving Thanks Always For Al Things Unto God

Pastor Jonas Helland
Willmar, Minn,

Epheslans 5: 20

A5 the winds increase in cold-
neaq they zay o us, “Prepara for
winter,” for to ba unprepared for
its coming has meant much suffer-
ing and even death for many pes-
ple.

Winter's coming reminds us of
Thanksgiving Day. Also when peo-
ple young and old, rich &nd poor,
wist and othorwise, worldly and
Christian ask, “What have I to glve
thanks to God for? Most people
are too worldly-minded to even in-
clude God, They only ask, “How
shall we spend the day, what shall
we eat amnd deink?® Satan whis-
pers, “He wise, enjov life while
you have it; vou have plenty of
ﬂ.l':ﬂE“

The Bible says in this chapter,
“Be ye therefore followers of God
as dear children,” "Walk in love
as Christ also hath loved us, and
hath given himself for us” "Let
not sin have dominion in your life."”
“Awahe thou that sleepest, and
arize from the dead.” All unsaved
people are dead in trespasses and
gin. “Meny are called, bui few are
chogen.”

"“Giving thanks slways for all
things unto God and the Father
in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ; submitting yourselves one
to another in the fear of God, Re-
deeming the time, because the
days are evil. Be not drunk with

MNowember 12, 1968

wine—but b filled with the Spirit
Making melody in your heart to
the Lord.” “Myw son, glve me thine
heart” (Prov. 23:68),

Thanksgiving coming from unre-
gonerated hearts is as sounding
hrazs and a tinkling cymbal (I Cor.
13:1, 3). Paul exhorts Christians
to live as Christiong. 1 am afraid
that America has exchanged
thanksgiving with grumbling and
thanklessness, glorifying  man.
"“Whoso offereth the sacelfice of
thanksgiving glorifieth me; and to
him that ordereth hls weay aright
will 1 show the salvation of God”
{Ps. 50- 23} .

Ag we have travelled through dif-
ferent parts lately, in the best
farming country, [ have ashed
furmers about their  diversified
grain crops, saying to them, “1 have
heard you got a bumper crop™ and
here are some of their answers:
‘Mot too bad' “Fairly pgood™
HGood,” “Could have beon better,”
"We can't complain,”" “Enough to
kesp us going.” “We will be able
to keep out of debt" Others were
wvery much gratified, saving, "The
best we ever had" "Thank gpood-
ne=3,” “Thanks be to God"” “God
has been wonderful, we had no
pood coming,” “The Loed losdeth
ug with His goodness, sending fas
vorable weather, rain, sunshine at
the rlght tme™ But most talk
as if they had this and much more
coming. And maybe felt that God
ghould have given them a “thank-
wou ™

How much better are we who
have been saved 5, 10, 20, 40, or
60 years ago? A Megro song closes
with this chorus, “0 they prumhle
on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
grumble on Thursday, too, prumhble
on  Friday, Saturday, Sunday,
grumble the whole week through.”
And the song sayas they grumbled
ak everything and evervbody. How
[ong shall God bear and forbear
with us? How long before His judg-
ment will come upon ws who ara
g0 ungrateful? How many are
found with hearts overfllowing with
fov, prelse, adoration and heavenly
melodies  for being  redeemed,
blood-washed, sanctified, and
awalting His soon coming for His
bride?

May none of us be so wiclked
that we meke Thanksgiving Diay
a day of rioting and drunkenness.
"Make not provision for the flesh,
ter fulfill the luats thereof [(Rom.
13:13, 14}).

PRAISE T GO, IMMORTAL
PRAISE

Praise to God, Immaortal pralse,

For the love that crowns our daysl

Bounteous Source of every joy,

Let Thy praise our tongues em-
ploy!

For the blessings of the field,

For the stores the pardens yield,
Flocks that whiten all the plain;
Yellow sheaves of ripened prain:

All that spring, with bounteous
hand,

Scatters o'er the smiling land;

All that liberal autumn powurs

From her overflowing stores:

Theze to Thee, our God, we owe,

Source whence all our blessings
flowr,

And for these our souls shall raise

Grateful vows and solemn praise.
—aAnna Laetitla (Allken) Barbauld

{from The Hymnal)
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[Cordimued frar pree 8]
IT waAS GOOD TO BE THERE

Mirs. Oito Saukerson
Eben Jet., Mich.

It was a real pleasure to be able
to attend our anmual conference
al Cloguet, Minnesota. We thank
God far the blessings recelved.

Having been a member of the
WHMF for many years I have been
privileged to attend many mestings
which have always been a chal-
lenge and an [Inaplration to me,
We are 5o thankful for the leaders
of our group who give of their
time and talents that our mestings
may bha a help and blessing to
all who attemnd.

To those who couldn't come, you
dio not know how much you missed.
T would suggest that if the Lord
tarriez and we heve another meet-
ing, that you iry to attend as the
Lord will richly bless you for the
effort and saceifices you  must
make,

Mra. Walle had a real challenp-

ing Bible study on 1T Corinthizns
3:15-21. We realize the lack of
love In the world today and howr
wi must et God's love work
through s as we see the preat
nesd of being ambassadors for
Him.
May God help each of ws as
members to gpo forwerd In prayer,
remembering the words of John
15:5, "I pm the ¥ine, ye are the
branches, He that abideth in me
and T in him, the same bringeth
forth much frult for without me,
ye can do nothing,™

There iz power in prayer; a
small twine cannot move a heavy
lpad, but as we wWea¥e many
gtrands together, they will move
that heavy load. So then we as
& group preying and working to-
gether may  aocomplish  many
things, as Jer. 33: 3 says, “Call unto
me and T will answer and show
thee great and mighty things which
thou knowest not," remembering
to thank Him as we see the growth
and progress in our Association
both spiritually and materially.
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Are you and I living branches
on the Trué Vine? As we see the
besuty of the large trees and vines
we g0 often neglect to notice the
gmall vine almost hidden from
view, bul bearing the largest and
best fruit, May the heavenly Fa-
ther prune us, even though painful
at times, that we may be fruit-
hearers for Him and serve Him
with joy in our hearts.

Personal  testimonies have al-
wayvs been a blessing to me and
I beleve It would be real good
if we would share our experiences
in order that it might be = help
to othess in thelr Christian growth,

In 18930, after much pain and suf-
fering, 1 was admitted to the hos-
pital for mejor surgery. My main
concern was our three little boys
at home and their father who was
an aleoholic at that time. T prayed
earnestly that God would spare me
ag 1 felt T could not be takon from
a family who needed a mother's
lovve and care.

All went well until the next mom-
ing at 8 30. T was stricken with
a severe heart attack and the doc-
tor told my husband that 1 had
only a short time to live. As two
doctors and the nurses were doing
all they could to bring me relief,
a8 I was struggling for every
breath, T realized my serious con-
dition and my helplessness. 1 knew
the Lord gave, and He could take
if that was His will, so I prayed,
‘Lord, cleange my heart and may
Your will be done, not mine, I
commit mysell completely into
Your care and kecping, knowing
that whatever happenz, Your way
iz the best way.” A peacs and
calm came over me such as 1 had
never before experienced.

I thank Him not only for healing
but for the test which made me
realize that His will, not mine, must
b done in all things,

A few years later my husband
accépted Christ as his Savioe,

Az we bring our petitions to Him,
may wa 50 trust Him that whather
the answer be "pes™ or “no” or
"wmit awhile” it will ba best for
gll concerned.

"My Jesus, as thou wilt;

Oh may Thy will be mine

Into Thine arms of [ove

I would my all resign.

Thru sorrow or thru joy

Conduct me as Thine own

And help me still to say,

By Lord, Thy will be done.""

—Mrs, Otto Saukerson

Eben Junction, Michigan

BIELE VERSES

"Blessed be the Lord, the God
of Israel, from everlasting to ever-
lasting! And let all the people zay,
‘Amen!’ Praise the Lod]™

Paalm  104: 48

"MNot to us, O Lord, not to us,
but te thy name give plory, for
the zale of thy steadfast love and
thy faithfulness.”

Psalm 115:1

“Mow to him who by the power
al work within ws iz able to do
far more abundantly than all that
we ask or think, to him be glory
in the church and in Christ Jesus
te &ll penerations, for ewver and
ever. Amen.”

Epheszians 3: 20, 21
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pastor's wife in Oregon; Florence
Borstad, Mes, Oreville Hiepler, Lu-
theran pastor's wife in California;
and Stephen Odegeard, presently
studying at Free Lutheran Semi-
nary in Minneapolis, Minn,

Lindahl Lutheran Chorch

Lindahl Lutheran Church, Me-
Gregor, is situated about eight
miles north of Tioga. It was eract-
ed in 1916 after an attempt to pur-
chase the Skavland School, in
which the congregation had been
meeting, #5 well az in homes,
fafled.

Lindahl was organized as a Lu-
theran Free Church congregation
in 1908 but affilizied with the
Hauge Synod in 1913 and aftor the
mmerger of 1917 was In the Mor-
wegian Lutheran Church, In 1336

Linclghl Lutkaron Church

Lindahl reverted to the LFC once
again,

Todny, with dwindling member-
ship, no services have been held
in the church for the past three
years, end the members worship
with Morman congregation. From
1956 to 1965, the congregstion al-
ternated places of warship with 5t
Olaf Lutheran Church.

Hans O, Helseth was the [irst
pastor to serve Lindahl, folloared
by A. J Logeland, 1909-13, The
pastors during the Hauge &and
NLCA days were I, B. Falkanger,
2, 8, Varud and O, M. Hegre, Since
1936 her pastors hawve besn the
game a3 those for Zion,

Morman Lutheran Church

Mizs Mettie Hanson, a worker
in a mission orphanage in Alaska,

is from Morman Lutheran Church,
which {2 ahout ten miles nostheast
of Tiogs, but has the White Earth
addresas.

The congregation was organized
in the Lutheran Free Church, At
tha time of the merger of 1063,
Morman elected to be a part of
the Association of Free Lutheran
Congregations, together with the
other churches of the parish.

Morman Lutheran Church was a
basement  structure for  many
yvears, The completed bullding was
dedicated in 1948,

The same pastors have served
Norman as served Zion in Tioga
after 197, the dato of organization.

To be continued: Next time we
will complete the occount of the

Tioge, N. Dak,, parish,

Marman Litheres Churdh

i 1
i
Thelr night was dark and bitter
tears were falling,
Than Jesus came and night was
turned to day,”

Let us think of Christ s He
paved the way for us back to God.
We wore hopelessly shut out from
God and heaven by our sin and
fall; but on Calvary the Way
Breaker opened a new and living
way through His own atoning death
and blood. With bleeding hands and
feet He tied the prince of darkness,
conquered death, paid the wages
of sin, locked the gates of hell
and opened the way to heaven for
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all the believers, the redeemed,
and when it was sll done, He cried
triumphantly, “It i= finighed!™ The
way is open, A thisf and robber
tried It first. He went from the
cross to paradise. The way of the
cross leads home. Mo one cometh
to the Father any other way. Are
you sure you ame traveling on this
road?

A converted atheist wrote the fol-
lowing verses:

“I've tried in vain a thousand ways
My fears to guell, my hope to
ralae
But what T need, the Bible savs,
Is ever, only, Jesus,

“My soul ls night, myw heart is
steal,
I cannot see, | cannot feel!
For light, for life, 1 must appeal
In simple faith to Jesus.

“Ha died, He lives, He reigns, Ha
pleads;
There's love in all His words and
deads,
There's all & gullty sinner needs
For ever more in Jesus.

“Though some should aneer, and
some should blame

'l go with sll my guilt and
shame;

I'll go to Him because His name,

Above all names is Jegug."
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FOR OUR BIBLE SCHOOL

I am writing in regard to your
editorial, “Like a WNew Start”
{Oct. 1, 1968), which dealt with
ALBS. As a second year student
of ALBS, T wish to express mysell
to the membars of the Association
in the words of the Apostle Paul—
“[ thank my God through Jesus
Christ for you all.

This schosl was established by
falth In Him and for love of Him
in order that the youth may have
g vital relationship with the Savior.
I want to assure the members of
the AFLC that it was not In vein,
The time that I've spent at ALBS
has meant more io me than any
other in my life. Tt has besn a
time of sesing Christ face to face
through His Word; a time of fellow-
ship; a time of rejolcing over a
gtudent's new-found peace with
Jesus Christ; a time of gratitude
for the Association. Mever before
had I realized the supremacy and
power of God, nor the oneness and
truth of the Scriptures. 1t has add-
ed mew meaning, new assurance
and new hope to my life.

However, it Is not mersly my
experiences that are important, bt
rather that Jesus Christ be lifted
up and glorified, May this be ac-
complished in the dedication of the
Bikle school to Him: & Bikle school
under the guidance of dedicated,
cualified, Christlan teachers.

We are especially thankful for
Rev, Snipstead, our first foll-time
dean. Much has been accomplished
through him in this relatively short
time. It is reassuring to know that
there are people who care that
much for our spiritual needs.

I want to thank all those who
have done so much for the estab-
lishment and growth of ALES;
your prayers, support, and dedica-
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But since a pér-
sonal thank you to everyone Is im-
possible, perhaps the Ambassedor
CHAN SErVE &5 3 means o convey
my gratitude to the members of
the AFLLC. We value vour prayers,
for it is through them and the
grace of Jesus Christ that anything
can be accomplished.

—MName withheald

SEX EDUCATION IN THE
SCHOOLS

In this letter T wish to inform
you and your readers of something
our nation's schools are adopling
into their curriculumsz (pre-school
through college), It should serva
to wam our Association church
members to be ever wipilant
against the introduction of “sex
education” with no moral guide-
fines. Currently some suburban
Minneapolls schools are imple-
menting their s=sex curriculums
planned for this year on orders
from the Minnesota State Board
of Education.

Included are resource materials
from SIECUS (Sex Information
and Educatlon Council of the Unit-
ed States), the sex “think factory™
for the school sgex currlculums
around the U5, plus other con-
tributors.

SIECUS founder and executlve
director, Dr. Mary Calderons, while
talking In Minnespolis to the 15985
Annual Convention of the Minneso-
ta Congress of Parents amnd Teach-
ers, said the following and is quoted
from her prepared text—""There-
fore we must accept that adoles-
cont sexual experimentation i not
just Inevitable, bul actually neces-
sary for normal development.”
And in the next couple of sentences
she sdded this: "Then perhaps a
better word than experimentation
is "testing.' You cannot leamn how

to ride a horse by reading aboutl
it. The only way to leam how to
drive & car iz to drive it."

In other words, she sald that the
only wey B8 beenager can learm
about sex Is to try it

This program §s being taught
with no moral indoctrination—just
facts. Mo mention is even made
of vencreal disease that might be
contracted. From the lowest
grades our children will be made
to listen to this garbage. By grade
four they know everything and
I mean everything, by books, films,
slides, pictures, talks, and if your
child's teacher is so inclined they
may sea the real thing. Will wour
child be able to withstand the
temptation with no Christian morel
etandards?

Mow, the Bible says sexual inter-
course before marriage is always
wrong—it alwevs destroys. “Mow
the works of the flesh are plain:
immorality, impurity, licontious-
neas,  ldolatry, sorcery, enmity,
strife, jealousy, anger, selfishness,
dissension, party spirit, envy,
drunkenness, carousing, and the
Hke. T warn you, as [ warned you
before, that those who do
such things shall not inherit the
HKingdom of God" (RSWV, Gal 5
19-21),

God zays, “Thou shall net com-
mit sdultery™ (Ex, 20 14).

How will these so-called Sex Edu-
cators answer God when He msks
them about Matthew 18:6: “But
whoso shall offend one of these
little ones which believe in me,
it were better for him that a mill-
gtone were hanged about his necl,
gnd that he were drowmed In the
depth of the sea” All children de-
velop emotionally and physkcally
gt each one's own pace, Who is
io say ai what grade a child should
ba showm what, if ai alll Many
children will be offendad.

A Chrlstian parent will heed the
sdmonition in Prov. 228 “Train
up & child in the way he should
go and when he is old, he will
not depart from (" But how can
a pirent contral this uncontrollable

immaoral monster of the devil? The
(Canfinmed o pape 18]
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CHURCH-WORLD NEWS

THURINGIAN YOUTH CITE
IMPORTAMNCE OF SERMONS

Eisenach, (Eest) Germeny —
(LWF) — The sermon is the most
vital part of the worship service,
according to a selective survey of
young people in the Ewvangelical
Lutheran Church in Thuringia.

Questions about worship  life
were posed to 140 young people
In the l4-to-16-yvear age bracket
throughout the elght regions of
Thuringia by the church paper,
“Glavbe und Heimat.”

Three-fourths of the youth smid
they would take part in a worship
service and of these, sbout 68 per-
cent sabd they would attend pri-
marily because of the sermon,

About one-third of those responad-
ing =ald they expecied “concrete"
directions from the sermon, while
about one-fourth seld they sought
consolation and strength.

Other of the voung people viewed
the prayers, communion and the
Hiurgy—in that order—as the most
important worship aspect.

EAST GERMAN CHURCHES
SEEN PFRESSED T BREAK

WITH EKD

Berlin (LWF) — A “wish for
unlty” still exists among all
churches of the Ewvangelical
Church in Garmany (EEKD) but re-
alization of this unity becomes
more and more difficult with the
ever-widenlng cleavage hetween
the two parts of Germany, the
chairman of the Council of the
EKD said here.

Lutheran Bishop Hermann Diete-
felbinger of Bavaria addressed the
EKD Synod in Spandau near Ber-
lin. In attendance were 73 repre-
sentatives of the EKD member
churches In the Federal Republic
of Gerrmany,

For the first time since construc-
ton of the “Berlin Wall" seven
yoars ago, the 42 representatives
of EED member churches in the
{East) German Democratic Repub-
le did not slmultanecsusly convens

November 12, 1968

their own parallel session.

Bishop Dietzfelbinger called at-
tention to Increaslng pressure be-
ing put on churches in the GDR
by political authoritles, stating that
they have made it clear that they
arg asking for “a ‘no’ to the Evan-
gelical Church in Germany,”

INDUCTION SERVICE HELD
FOR NEW LCA PRESIDENT

Mew York (LC) — The formal
induction of Dr. Robert J. Marshall
g5 the new president of the Luther-
an Church in Amerfca was held
here in Riverside Church on Octo-
ber 20 before a near-capacity
crowd of more than 2,000 persons.

The Sh-yvear-old churchman was
electad to the presidency in Jume,
sucoeading the late Dr. Franklin
Clark Fry as head of the 3,250,000
member church body,

Attending the “service of the in-
vocation of the Holy Spirit"” were
leaders frormm the denomination,
churchmen from other commun-
ions, amd representatives from
national and international ecumeni-
cal organizations,

Dr. Malvin H. Lundeen, who re-
cently rotired as the secretary of
the church, served as officlating
minister, and, as he placed the
president's cross over the heed of
the new chief pastor, declared:

"Receive this cross as the em-
blem of the office to which you
have been called and as an ever-
present reminder of him whom you
serve,

“God forbid that vyou shouold
glory, save in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, "

Assisting in the rite of induction
were Bishop Willy Westergaard-
Madsen of Copenhagen, Primate of
the Church of Denmark; the Rev.
Thomas Musa, president of the
Central Synod of the Evangelical
Lotheran Church of Tanzanis, and
the Rev, James B. Dookram, presi-
dent of the Lutheran Church in
Guyana,

The sermon was delivered by Dr.

Krister Stendahl, dean af the Divin-
ity School at Harvard University,

FINNISH ARCHBISHOP SAYS
LISTEN TO YOUTH

Turky, Finland (L'WF) — A spe-
cial admontion to "pay attention
to the expectetions of the young™
wis woiced hers by Archbishop
Martti Simojoki as he presented a
general call to renewal during the
Synod of the Church of Finlind,

Being held throughout October,
the Synod was attended by 58 cler-
gV amd 81 lay delegates, sight of
them women. It was the first such
church-wide gathering since 1963

At the same tims, & "“Youth
Sypod" was convened in Helsinki
to deal with the same topics as
the Symod here. It was expectad
that the youth would present save
eral radical proposals for change
to the official gathering,

Archbishop Simojoki, who also is
first vice-president of the Lutheran
World Federation, referred in his
address to the parallel youth meet-
ing agenda and described it as “an
expression of a need among all
young pecple to be able to affect
the course of matters...."

Young people's points of view
may surprise us who are older"
the church feader said, warning
that there may be a temptation
for the older generatlon not o give
full atbention to "the new and frash
thoughts" of youth.

“The young people of today do
often express thelr idess in a new
way, different from what we have
bieen used fto in the meetings of
the Synod,” he went on, "but Bet
none of ws doubt thelr sincerity
and honest desire to serve the
church, so dear to all of us, and
te aim only at its good.”

Archbhishop Simojoki stressed
that the Finnish church, like other
Christian bodies over the world,
“have rmeecntly met anxiety that
anticipated change™ and called at-
tention to the increasing emphasis
an the responsibility of the church
in social-ethical matters,

Fage Fifteen



[Contimmied fram page 1]
only alternative for good Christian
parental instruction through God's
Waord, which it favors, is (o leave
thiz guldance for the church amnd
home. Immoral instruction is not
to be my children's guide.

It behooves all parents, grand-
parents or any Interested party to
investigate their school’s program
on sex educetion, then promptly
proceed (o take it from the chil-
dren's curriculum because of s
Immoral nature,

The church and homes have a
deep responsibllity for educating
on this subject if it cannot be ap-
proached with a Christian attitude
in the schools. We have to answer
God for our neglect if the present
course  continues in the pub-
lic schools.

==Morbert B, Limmer
Minneapolis, Minn.
(Emphasls is by the writer,—Ed.}

PERSONALITIES

Pastor Julius Hermunslle, Splcer,
Minn,, has accepted & call U Serve
az pasior of Calvary Luthesan
Church, Fergus Falls, Minn., and
will assume his duties with this
congregation on Dec. 1. Pastor and
Mrs. Hermunslie will move to Fer-
gus Falls on Nov. 18, and after that
date their address will be 832 West
Stanton Ave., Fergus Falls, Min-
nesoia SG337T,

FOUR NEW CONGREGATIONS
JOIN THE ASSOCIATION

Approved for affiliation with the
Association of Free Lutheran Con-
gregations by the Co-ordinating
Committee on October 14 were
West Lake Lutheran Church, Our
Saviour's Lutheran Church of Crow
Lake, and Sunburg Lutheran
Chiarch, all of Brooten, Minn., and
Sectiom Ten Lutheran  Church,
Cumberiand, Wis,
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