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“BLESSED ARE THEY THAT
MOURN, FOR THEY SHALL
BE COMFORTED™

Matthew 5

If we realize that we pre poor
in spirit, humble and contrite, we
miusl alan realize that we are sin-
ful erestures, And as =inful erea-
tures we must be sorry for what
we have done, And this feeling that
follows the realization of our sin,
is a moumning for our sin. It is al-
=0 a mourning for the sorrows and
griefs of others in this world. But
the Savior has promised us that we
shall be comforted. 'We should
mourn In true contrition and in
deep sorrow for our sins. This has
to be done constantly, Luther pe-
minds us in hizs 85 Theses: “QOur
entice lfe must be a continoows
contrition and repentance.” This
mourning for our sins should be a
godly sorrow-—a sorrow with our
eyes ever fixed on Christ. Mot only
is it m sorrow for the consequénces
of sin, but a deep heartfelt sorrow
for the sin itself, and asking our
Savipr for forgiveness. Those are
God's mourners wha live a life of
repentance, who lament the eor-
ruption of thelr nature amd thelr
many actual transgressions,

When we sin, our communion
with God is broken, Therefore, we
have to repent of our sing and re-
turn to God again to enjoy the
deepest communion with  Him

Therefore, this mourmning is a con-
stant cry on our part to God for
help, We beg of Him to come to
us #nd deliver us from our sin. This
He has acenmplished by sending ws
Hiz only begolten Son, Jesus
Christ, into the world to die on
the cross for the remission of all
our sins,

Rlesged are they that  mourn.
Sorrow rebuilds our character, All
of our pride and honor sesms (o
fede away in sorrow. Many things
can cause us to heve o sftronger
and more noble character. The
death of a loved one may cause us
to look with more kindmess opon
our family, neighbors and friends,
We undergo an inward change, we
are humbled. Sickness may also
bring us to humbleness. 'We hawveo
time to think over our past and,
if it pleases God, we arise from
our gick bed to health a better and
humbler Christian. The loss of
earthly goods or a high position
will often cause us to think of our
paigt, and to build for a better, God-
fearing life in the future. I think
sulfering in any form ennobles and
refines our character.

“Blessed are they that mourn,
for they =shall be comforted,"” =ays
our Lord. The greatest of all com-
forts iz the absolotion proaounced
upon every contrite, mourning sin-
ner in God's mame, Without this
comfort of forglveness, all other
comfort is wvain. Forgiveness of
our sins brings happiness, Our sing

According to the Word

will not be held against us Jesus
has given us His Word, And He
has also promized to be with us,
“T will not leave you comfortless:
T will come to you™ (John 14: 18).
And He has promised us His Holy
Spirit so that He might bring His
peace into our hearts,

Yes, we shall be comforted no
matter what the troubles or sor-
rows may have been, T belisve this
with all my heart and soul, His
Word gives us deliverance if we
pray to Him, He gives us help and
support if we come to Him with
earnest and open hearts, He will
uplift us from mouming to be frue
and happy Christians once again,
ever mejoicing in His goodness.
And certainly we shall be com-
forted in the future, for He prom-
ises to take us to His kingdom of
glory above, God shall whipe away
all the tears from their eyes and
there shall be no more pain, nor
SOFTOWS,

“Plegsed are they that mourn,
for they shall be comforted.” Do
you mourn a loved ope? Bring your
sorrows to Jesus, Do you mourn
for your sins? God will forgive
you, Do you mourn the loss of
earthly positions? Only trust and
obey, God will pive you a new
autlock on life and the strength and
courage to bear your cross brave-
Iy. Happy are you if you come to
Jesus with all your sorrows, for
vou shall be comforted.

=3, H. Spletstoeser
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The Joy of Giving While We’re Living

Trygve F. Dahle

"Give, and it shall be given unto
¥ou; good meassure, pressed down,
shaken together, running owver,
shall they give into vour bosom,
For with what measure ye mete jt
shall be measured to vou again”
{Luke &;28),

There are zome people in almost
every community and church that
have found the true treasure, the
joy of living for God and their
fellowmen. And the “joy of plving
while they're living,” of their time
and talents for the furtherance of
the kingdom of God and the salg-
tion of precious souls, Their hearts
are always open toward God, from
whom they receive all good things,
physical, tempornl and  spiritual.
They do not hoard these gifts to
themszelves, but share them with
others wherever thers a need
and they are always on the lookout
for someone in need with whom
they may share God's blessings,
Their lives are “an odor of swest
smell” in the community in which
they live, and unto all with whom
they come in contact, “The love of
Christ constrains them.” Like Pet-
ef, ot the Beautiful gate, said to
the impotent man, “What 1 have,
I give thee™

The nature of love is to give
“God so loved the world, that he
gave." Likewise, all who are born
of God, are filled with that same
love. They give willingly, joyful-
ly. and sacrificially to the work in
God's great vineyard, and they ex-
perience that the words of Jesus
are true; "Give, and to yvou it shall
be given™

A litthe over three years ago, the
Association of Free Lutheran Con-
gregations, voted, almost with fear
and trembling, to start a seminary
for the training of pastors, Tt
looked almost impossible, We had
no building no money, ao teachers,
but we had several dedicated young
mien that were ready to become the
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first students, and we had faith in
God. God heard our prayers and
honored our faith: yed, il our
feeble faith to shame by supplying
our every need occording to His
riches in glory in Christ Jesus,
He gave us a building. and teach.
ers. and finances to operate, He
raised up Hterally hundreds of com-
passionate and sacrificial givers
and our seminary became a reality.
The enrollment grew from vear to
year until we had 20 students In
our seminary, of which six grad-
uated last spring and thev are serv-
ing as pastors in our Association
churches today,

A year ago we again launched
out in Faith, this time, also, almost
hesitatingly, to start a Bible school
Apgain we had 1o look to God for
o teaching staff, finances and hous-
ing, and agaln God miraculnusty
supplied all our needs, and 13
Young people enrolled as the First
students.

Thiz wvear we hove 34 students
in our Bible school, and 16 youmng
men in the seminary—50 of our
precious voung people, most of
whom {if mot all} heve dedicated
their lives to full-time waork in
God's great harvest field, Our
Headquarters  Building, although
roomy, is almost bursting at the
seams housing the Seminary and
Bible school, with classpooms for
both, and also acting as o girls'
dormitory, plus being a church for
the Medicine Lake Lutheran con-

gpregation. We need o classroom
and girls' dormitory building badly.

Last winter when the Coordinat-
Ing Committee and the Stewardship
Board met te consider the matter,
at a joint session, we agreed that
this building i= & “must™ A build-
ing with dormitory space on sec-
and floor, with moom for 60 girls
and elassrooms for both the Semi-
nary and Bible school oo the first
floor, with & full bhasemeni, built
according to Village of Plymouth
specifications, a fireprool building,
could not be built for less than
$200,000, But where were we ahle
to get that much money?

Az we prayed about the matter
nnd discussed it pro and con a
suggestion was made that we start
o “thousand dollar club” We felt
that there should be on the aver
age ane family in each aof our 100
Or more congrégations that could,
and would give 31,000 toward this
project, But we disliked the name
“elub.” So someone supgested the
name “fellowship.” To that we
sgreed. Then “One Grand Fellow-
sfiip was suggested and that nome
was finally adopted. One of the
members of the Stewardship Board
gave the first gift toward this proj-
ect. A little later the six young
men of our first groduating class
of the Seminary decided to give
$2,000 a8 & group, spread oul over
thre¢ vears, and when this was
presénted to the Annual Confer-
ence last June the ides took fire,
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and the number of contributors
went up o M, including the
gift from the Mational WMF. To
date (Nov. 8), we have 41 names
on that “One Grand Fellowship”
list. but we nesd 75 before wo dare
start building and we just have to
have the building ready by fall
1968,

The writer of this article was
engaged by the Boards to give full-
time toward this project for thres
months, starting September 1, and
he can report that he has met with
the most encouraging recoption
from both pastors and congrega-
thons at every place he hos been,
We have found hundreds of people
who are experiencing the “joy of
giving, while they're living.” Hun-
dreds have told me that although
they cannot give a thousand, they
will give what they can a little
later,

Of course, we have not been able
te rench into every congregation,
much less to every individuoal,
hence, this article. If you are in
the congregations we have missed
anel God bas blessad you flnancial-
Iy 30 you are able to jodn the “One
Grand Fellowshkip,” why not make
it kmown to Your pastor, o send
in your cash (or pledge, to be paid
in three vears) to the treasurer
of our Association, or the under-
signed ot Spicer, Minn.?

These gifts to the new dormitory,
naturally, are over and above our
regular giving to our common en-
deavors; and by the way, all our
treaguries are at a low ebb and
negd some good donations very
soom, Pray about this and give as
God has prospered you and experi-
enceé the "“joy of giving, while
vou're  living"” Remember the
words of Jesus, "Give, and it shall
b given unto you, good measure,
pressed down, shaken together.”

in His joyful service,
Trygve F, Dahle, Secretary
Stewardship Commities
Spicer, Minn. 56288

MISS IDA JACKSON

Miss [da Jackson, 73, Fargo,
former member of the tesching
staff of the Oak Grove Lutheran
High School, died of an apparent
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heart attack while visiting a friend
at a local nursing horme, Wednes-
day, Octaber 25, Miss JTackson was
born in Minneapolis, December 1,
1893, She was for many years a
member of the St Petri Lutheran
Church of that city. As a voung
woman she studied at Moody Bible
Institute of Chicago to prepare for
teaching the Bible. She taught first
at Willmar Bihle School, In 1527
shé came to Fargo to tezch st Oak
Grove Seminary, later named the
Oak Grove Lutheran High Schoal,
where she taught Bible and was
Dean of Women until her retire-
ment in 1980, Memorial services
wire held in Pontoppidan Lutheran
Church in Fargo with Paostor Don-
ald Ronning officiating. Pastor
E. @& Larson, president of Oak
Grove, spoke on behalf of the
schonl, Interment was made at
Hillside Cemetery in Minneapolis.

A TRIBUTE TO IDA JACKSON
To the student body ot Oak

Grove Lutheran High School today
Ida Jackson is but a name; but to
the thousands who enrolled st the
school during Miss Jackson's thir-
ty-three years of service, there are
countless precious membres of a
beloved teacher, As Bible teacher
ghe reached all the students with
the mezsage of the Gospel. As Dean
of Women she gave loving guid-
ance and counsel to the girls As
the leader of the mémorable Sat-
urday evening prayer meetings
she never tired of extending the
challenge to the boys and girls to
commit their lives in full dedica-
tion to the Savior, and many, many
did &0, Her chapel talks revealed
clear insight of needs of wvouth,
She loved the boys and girls and
even when she administered dis-
cipline it was with gentleness and
firmness, applying pood will and
rexson o every problem. In fer-
vent prayver she found strength
that enabled her to meet discour-
agement with patience and love
and faith. Miss Jackson was o fa-
vorite speaker and Bible teacher at
Rible camps, W.M.F. Conventions,
and other church groups. All of
us who knew Ida Jackson as friend
and co-worker treasure fond mem-
ories of a devout Christian, frank,
apreeable,  without  pretension,
whaose sobe purpose in life was to
serve the Lored,

—Miss Martha Kleppe

included in these Agures,

ASSOCIATION OF FREE LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS

Treasurer's Progress Report
February 1, 1867, io Dctober 31, 1967

Fiscal Current Totul
Year Budget Received
Budget
General Fund _........... § 1008000 & 20.968.00 821686921
BlesboBE . ....co000aiuen 41,000,080 3075000  27.078.58
Seminary and Bible School 20,000, (0 21,750,060 1356272
Praise Program ....... 300,000, 00 250000 16965 85°
TOTALS .. .oornnnnnins $130980.00 FI04.9685.00 $79,280.34

Total received for Seminary Library Fund — $892.86
*Funds received toward the “One Grand Fellowship'™ are nol

‘We have 38 that have indicated by cash or pledge that they
want to be included in this progrim.
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NOTES FROM A MISSIONARY'S
DESK CALENDAR

Roev. David Westhorg

“As [or me and my howse, we
will serve the Lord” (Josh, 24:15).

In order to pet some ideas for
this article I have had to résort to
my desk caléndar and, according
to that, it has been an exceptional-
Iy busy year. But most of the time
has bean occupied in day-to-day
routine work: accounts and admin-
istration, services, and mestings,
confirmation classes, Bible school
clagses, courses for elders amd pas-
tors, council meetings and visits 1o
the willages. Some time has been
used in treating the sick and bring.
ing them 1o the hospital,

There has been a greal deal of
illness during the past vear, We
hud one case of typhoid and some
epidemics. The medical budget on
the stoticn proved far from ade-
uute.

Close to Gaurang and also in
other localities on our field we had
a cholera epidemic and many
passed away. Buot, to my knowl-
edge, not one of owr Christians
died in spite of the fact that the
non-Christlans in Darrang buried
their dead cloze to the borders of
our Chrizgtian villapes,

Here at Guurang o small, weak
child died a few months after birth.
On the other hand, two of owr
workers who have suffered from
TB were completely healed.

Some of our pastors and elders
practice James 5:14. They anobal
the sick and pray for them and sey-
cral of them have been restored to
health. Some of our older Chreis-
timnz tell us that the progress in
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the Boro work was due to the mis-
sionaries’ proyvers for the sick as
some of them were healed. In
Kamrup Circle we find that non-
Christian people ask for interces-
sion for their sick. Some have been
helped, but I do not think anyvope
has become a Christian on that ac-
eount.

In the spring we had a Bible
course [or old elders from the Gua-
rang Circle. There were 25 dele-
gates. At the beginning of Decem-
ber we had a ¢ourse for our pos-
tors. and we hod the privilege of
having our field secretary, the Rev.
Stronstad, as the main speaker,

At the Bible school we have con-
ducted two courses during the
yvear: 3 months In the spring and 3
months o the fall. At the first
course we were surprised o have
only two students, Several other
voung men had applied, bul they
failed v appear. 1 thought the rea-
son might be that the boarding
pMuce was not vet ready. Later on
I camg 1o the conclusion that it is
difficult to get away from the wil-
lages at that time of the wvear be-
cause the fields have to be pre-
pared and paddy has to be sown,
especially now when there is such
a shortape of food all owver the
country. At the beginning of Sep-
tember when the HBible school
opened again, we had eleven stu-
dents. Every seat was occupied, al-
though the bosrding facility  still
was nok ready,

September 15 was a great day
for our Bible school, That day the
new Boarding  was dedicated by
Rev. Upen Mosahary, President of

the Bongaigacn District Church
Council. After the devotion in front
of the bullding, Information was
given about the donors ond abowt
the way the funds had been given.
Mrz, Westborg had the honor of
cutting the ribbon, amd the new
Boarding could be Inspecied. There
= one room for morning and eve-
ning devotions and lve rooms for
stpdents, In order that studenis
may he able to concentrate on their
studies, there are only two students
to each room,

We hope that by and by we may
be able oy build a cook house, a
dining room, a lecture hall amd o
library.

After the dedication we moved
to the bungalow where a feast was
prepared for the teachers, the con-
tracior, the carpenters, the masons
and all the siudenis, There was
omly one drawback, During the fes-
tivities there came a messenger
with a letter to the effect that Mrs.
Westhorg should get out of Assam
that wery night because of (he
Chinese threal of invasion.

1 would like to take this oppor-
tunily omoe again IO express my
heartfelt thanks to those in the
homelands who made il possible
for us o build this Bearding which
has proved s great blessing Lo our
work

A close cull. . - As usual, we have
been on the road a good deal, Usu-
elly this does mot entail any dan-
ger. But last fall when we brought
the car home from the workshop in
Shillong, we had a narrow escape,
One of the tle-rods broke, and we
swerved suddenly to one side of
the road. Fortunately no one was
hurt, Onee apgaln we realized the
teuth af ons of the Lord's preciows
promisas: “For he shall give his
angels charge over thee o keep
thes i all thy ways™ (Ps, 821:11),

The highlights of congregational
life are the sabhas, or comventions,
whith are held during the winter.
There are mixed sabhas and wom-
en's sabhas, and 1 do not hesitate
o =ay that the latter are the most
suceessful. The men, somehow, do
not have the energy ond interest
that the women display.
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Through the years o change has
taken place. Years ago the young
men were very much in attendance
ot services and mestings. Mow it
is more the elderly people that are
in the lead. The younger penera-
than is more than ever taken up
with better education and higher
positions, and concentrate on reap-
ing the fruit of better living. We
netd a revival among our young
people, In this respect Barapani
Christian College has been of great
help to our students,

The number of Christians is
steadily increasing, but it is muinly
due to the general increase in popu-
latiom, Happily, however, we also
see the kingdom of God go for-
ward in places which, hitherio,
without exception, have bean popu-
lated by mon-Christinns.

Birnaram sadhu (as he is called),
who attended our Bible school
some time ago, has been working
in Silbari in Kamrup District. On
April 35, we had the joy of baptiz-
ing two new Christinns and dedi-
cating a small church. Ten others
also wanted to be bapiized. But,
as it often happens, “the sower
sowed pood =eed In his field, bul
while the pecple slept an enemy
came and sowed tares in his field”
Opposition arese and they decided
to wialt and see, But Rotnl and
Eesap, the twa who were baptized,
have remained steadfas:, Two peo-
ple in & village several miles wway
now want to become Chelstians,
This is alzo a result of Birnaram's
work at Silbari,

The dedication of the chiurch at
Silbari was an experience we woild
not have missed. When Mrs. West-
borg and I drove east looking for
the new place, we were a bit
downcasl, We expected to be al-
miist alone. Imogine our surprise
when we arrived! Haupstads at
Parkijuli {situated 18 miles east of
Silbari) had sent a lot of young
men and women to take part in
the dedication. Some of the leaders
of the congregation at Parkijuli
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were also present. Some had come
on hicycles, some by train ond buos,
It was a great joy to ses them alll

The small church was nicely dec-
orated, Al night candles were
flickering everywhere, Before the
evening devotion Saturday might
the new, frail little church bell
chimed for the first time,

The dedication on Sundny was
also an experience to be remem-
bered. Premonondo, the evangelist,
headed the procession with a ban-
ner on a bamboo pole, The banner
consisted of a red eross on a bloe
hackground, We marched singing
arcund the church =even times,
Finally the Christians shouted:
“Wictory for Christ!™ three times
while the non-Christians loaked on
with interest.

There was a crowd of people,
nnd at times it was not too quiet,
But when Kesop stood up and gave
a personzl testimony after being
baptized, everyone was alert in or-
der not to miss a word of what he
was saving. We gtill hope that some
of these who withdrew will some
day come back again,

The church collections are the
thermomaeter that shows the posi-
tion and progress of our church,
We are not satisfied with the prog-
ress g0 far attained in seff-suppart.
[t could have been much better as
far as we can =ea. To be sure there
has been progress, but not enough.
The church st has to make great-
er efforts in order to become fully
self-supporting, not to mention the
need for active missionary work,
That must be the goal of the church

everywhere,

We look forward with joy and
expectation groanded on the pre-
clous promises of our Lond and
Savior and the intercessioms and
gifis of our mission friends

A hearty thanks to known and
unknown friends and intercessors!

Your co-worker n Christ,
David Westborg

—Reprinted from
The Sanial Missiomzry

SUN-LIT CLOLDS
Anna Hoppe

“And now men see not the bright
light which is in the clouds” (Job
aTaan.

In the wonderful eleventh chapter
of the Epistle to the Hebrews, the
apostle Poul exhorts his readers to
steadfastness in the faith by re-
lating Incidents in the faith-lifie of
the fathers, and lustrating the re-
wards and fruits of this Spirit-borm,
saving faith, Obstacles, seemingly
insurmountable to human resson,
were overcome by the divine power
of heaven-kindled faith. In the
thirteenth verse we read that the
believers of old confessed them-
selves strangers and pilgrims on
the sarth: in verse 16 it is siated
that He who was not ashamed to
be called their God had prepared
for them o city, and that the reach-
ing of this “better country” was
their hearts' desire, Having had
such wonderful manifestations of
the sure fulfillment of God’s prom-
ises during their pilgrim-days, the
pholute certalnty of possessing the
heavenly Jerusalem, whose Builder
and Mnker is God. erowned their
faith with the continued poy of vie-

Lory.

Strangers and Pilgrims! A godly
man once ald, “If thiz earth were
our abiding place, we might com-
plain because it makes our bed =0
hard. But it is only a traveler's Inn
on the way to the heavenly country,
and who can expect home com-
forts?" True, the earth is the Lord's
and the fullness thereof, and He has
mude the place of His footstool
glorious, Verdure-clad nature—the
beauty of flowers and streams, the
fields of golden grain, the color-
ful splendors of the changing sea-
sons, the glistening dew-drops,
the purity of the snowflakes that
parh the trees in mantles of ermine,
the haauties of sunrise and sunset,
hills that kiss the skies and for-
est stillness that beckons to wor-
ship—all are gifts of Hizs love (o
fill us with joy. But we would never

[Contimad o page 1]
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LIVING WITH PEOPLE

Jom Dyrad
Mewfolden, Minnesota

Senlor at Moeorhead State College

[ think it would be well worth
our time to discuss the part of
our lives as Christians that is con-
cerned with other people. Come to
think of it, that iz a big part of
our lives simply by being people.
Much of our happiness or
sadness depends on the people with
whom we dally come In contact,

When [ say “living with people™
I can use the word “living™ in more
than ane way. Besidegs the common
way In which we use !i'.-'ing_ W
can use it in the way Christ did
when He said that He came that
we might have life and have it
more abundantly, When we accept
the Kind of life that He glves, we
have real life—life which makes
stnse. But what makes sense only
to'God and to us who are alive

Right here we have the problem
before us, How do we fit into the
world of people wha do not have
real Ilife? This i a problem with
many sldes to it. But the one thai
I want 1o talk aboul is our PET-
sonal relationships with people
who do not have the life in Christ
that we are experiencing.

Our most natural way of facing
this situation is to act with them
as if neither we nor they have life.
It's easy to see, of course, that this
is not @ pood solution to the prob-
lem bhecauze we are hiding the
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facts, We are escaping from real-
ity. Maoither we nor they have the
henelit of God's most abundant lifs
this way,

Another gquite natoral way to
face the situation is to say by our
words or actions, *We ame alive
and you are dead; until you aere
born we dont have very much in
cormmaon,

Thig alttitude makes |1 very hard
for us to have a genuine love for
and a real friendship with these
people, When we get o know a
person very well as a real friend,
we can better se¢ which aréas of
his life need God's healing wnd
comforting touch. Then @ms a
friend, we can show him that nc-
cording to God's promise, he, too,
can experlence the abundant life,

The best way to show a person
God's love is to let it be demon-
strated through vou (n the same
way that God has accepted wou,
You then can point vour friend in
God's divection, telling what God
has done for you and what you
hope he will let God do for him,

This discussion is of little value
to you unless you not only let God
take care of the secret sin prob-
lem in your life, but also are de-
valoping o despening  personal
friendship with Him, He wanis you
to know him better and better amd
for you to hand over more and
more of your life to His confidence.

Az wou pet to know Him betier
through ohserving His loving ac-
tlons and lstening to Him in the
Bible, wou will learn how (o love

Him and at the same time how to
love and be a real friend to other
people,

There are two related things 1
would like to edd. Cne is to al-
ways remember that people’s whaole
lives are related to thele relatbon-
ship with God, s0 be interssted in
and love all paris of them as a
whole. The second i (o leep al
ways in mind that God works in
people when we ask Him to, So
pray. We purselves can't do the
work of the Haly Spirit, so just
relax and be & friend as God gives
vou the wisdom and strength

Peace be with vou,
Send all contributions to Jane

Thompson, 510 5. 16th St, Moor-
head, Minn. BE560,

Something to think aboui:

Many people develop a split per-
sonnlity because they try to be a
saint and a sinner at the same time.

The way to keep n circle of

friends iz to keep on the square
with theme

I GAVE MYSELF FOR THEE

I pave my life for thee,

My precious blood [ shed,

That thou might'st runsomed be,
And guickened from the dead;

[ gave, I gave My life for thes,
What hast thou given for Me?

| suffered much for thee

More than thy tongue can tell,
Of hitterest agony,

To rescue thee from hell:

['ve borne, I've borne it all for thee,
What hast thou bome for Me?

And 1 have brought to thee,
Dvam from My home abowve,
Salvation full and free,

My pardon and My loves

I bring. I bring rich gifts to thes,
What hast thou brought to Me?

—Frences B Havergal
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GROUND-BREAKING HELD
FOR MONTANA CHURCH

Ground-breaking ceromonies for
the npew Associntion  Lutheran
Church at Culbertson, Montana,
were held October 15, at 2 o'clock
in the aftermoon with Pastor Knute
Jore officiating and a large crowd
in attendance,

Looking back at the very small
bepinning of the work in this area,
wit pralse God for bow He has
guided and led, It began with a
number of families from the Flon
Lutheran Free Church who did not
go into the memged church, They
began meeting in o schoolhbouse
north of Brockton and conducted
their own services. In July of 1864,
they asked Pastor Harl Stendal to
eifig and help them, He did exten-
give survey work throughout the
area, had Bible studies in the
homes and had worship services
every Sunday in the schoolhouse
Later on he also started some Bi-
ble studies in Culberison. In De-
cember, he was called to serve in

Cirmursil . beouh =g
Feam iwft 8= righic Erling Ersbis, Henning Doki-
berg Oreilis Gualisy, Einley Oolvisd Clifeard
Bergisa, Cmiz Harian, Pasdwr Jleoe asd Pl
Jasahs

of Culberhion.  Meoniona.
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fhroas wha offmrced the grourdbeeckisg for
e e Mastadiorinn Burherga Cherrh o Culbsrs
oe, Eyrigne

Halispell, Montana. Pastor John
Strand came and conducted serv-
ices a few times during the winter
months,

In March of 19685 Postor Knute
Jore wax called to serve the Fion
congregation. He arrived April 1.
Besides serving the congrégation in
the schoolhouse, worship services
and Bible studies were also con-
ducted in some of the homes in
Culberison. In June, & two-apart-
ment house was bought in Culbsert-
son, Ome apartment serves as the
parsonage and the other as the
chapel where worship services and
ather activities of the chureh are
condwcted

The membership is growing in
thie Colberison aréa. Besides thedr
regular worship sérvices they now
have a Women's Missionary Fed-
erntion, Sunday Schoal, Bible
study, ladies’ prayer group, Luther
League, confirmation class and fel-
lowship meetings, The present fa-
cilities have become crowded. The
people began to pray and plan for
an church barilding,

A building fund was started and
later a building commities was

elected which consists of Henning
Dahlberg, Clifford Berglee and Cito
Hansen, with Paul Jacobs as treas-
urer, Lots have been bought and
now we are looking forward to the
new church to be erected which
will give ample room for the wor-
ship services, Sunday school class-
es and other activities of the
church.

TWO NEW FEATURES

Two mnew features are being
added to The Lutheran Ambassa-
dar as of now,

One (s a "Preaching Mission"
comer where evangelistic services,
Bible conferences amd  spivitual
emphasis weeks in local congrega-
tions will be listed. This will en-
able interestedd Christians to pray
for the meetings and also adver-
tise the services for those who maly
wish to attend from a distance.

The mnotices of the meetings
shoild be moiled in st least one
month before they begln in order
o insure propéer coverage and
should inchsde the following in-
formation: dates, name of congre-
gation, address, visiting speaker,
lscal pastor.

The stcond new feature (s an
“In Memoriam™ column where the
pames of those recently deceased
will b listed, We ask that only
members of our congregations be
sieml 1N,

Pastors are [nvited to send in
the nomes of deceased members
and should inclode the following
apdditional information: mge (op-
tionnll, nddress, congrogation and
date of death,

Our chureh fellowship is small
encugh to use this personal ser-
vice and publication of these names
will make it possible for others to
share the loss of the bereaved.

Cur parishes are invited to make
use of the “Preaching Mission®
and “In Memoriam™ columns o
The Lutheran Ambgssador. All in-
formation should be mailed o the
Editor at Roslyn, 5. Dak.

The Lutheren Ambassador



15 THERE AN AFLCT

Yes, of course, there i an Association of Free
Lutheran Congregations, Gradually but surely our
church fellowship is becoming known to an ever wider
circle of people. Somotimes misunderstood, but many
times understood, she is taking her place among the
independent Lutheran groups of which there will al-
ways be severnl in the United States,

But there Is an area where we have not yvet been
placed on the scoreboard and that s In the officlal
listing of Lutheran church bodies put ouf every year
by the Lutheran Council in the United States of
Americs. Ten churches are listed thers but no AFLC,

While to this day we have never seen membership
atatistles for our church, it is safe to say that the
AFLC has more members than four of the churches
named in the report and @s moany or more congre-
gations than five of them, Therefore, the issue is
not that the Association is so small that it does not
deserve to be mentioned,

Failure to be mentioned in LCUSA's statistics ap-
péars to be due to our not having supplied them with
information rather than to their unwillingness to
include us. There may have been some resson to
withhold statistics earlier in our history, but now af-
ter soon five years since the merger of the Lutheran
Frea Church and the American Lutheran Church
there shouldn't be any reluctance to get our nome
on the board,

Whethar or not we are recognized by LCUSA,
the Lutheran world or the American public in gen-
eral is not the important thing. The important thing
i whether we are doing the Lords work. And still
there can be some value in being listed as what we
are, a Lutheran church or fellowship in the United
Slates,

Take, for instance, our home mission work. One
of our mission congregations advertises ltself in a
community as an AFLC congregation. Someone has
nccess to the LCUSA seatistics and looks for the
AFLC. He doesn't find it. Maturally, he wonders about
it. It is evident that thers st be soime organization
because she has sent & pastor oul to Start a mission
but why isn't she listed with the other Lutheran
bodies? The same sleation would hold true in world
mission work and In other areas,
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Is there an AFLC? Why, of course, there bs, And
now after nearly five yvears of existence, we think
it's time that we got on the scoreboard, a move that
cannot help but assist our work, To do this, the co-
operation of every congregation and pastor will be
needed by the Coordinating Commitiee,

WHITHER THE SALVATION ARMY?

Many people, of the church or no, have stood
in a kind of holy awe of the Salvation Army. A good
deal of this has been generated by the conviction
that the Army has combined ewvangelistic zeal with
love demonstrated in action. In other words, they
have tried to save both men's bodies and souls as
few religious groups have done, They have not only
talked a pood game but have played [t

There have been a few disquleting things about
the Army lagely. Moves have been made to identify
with the “beat™ generation and to be where the ac.
tion s In a way never dopne before. Some melhods
of dolng thiz ars dizturbing becadse if always seemed
that you could count on the Army (o hold to the
“old-time religion.” In fact, they were even willing
o stand on street corpecs and be laughed at for
Christ’s sake, And many of them still will, But not all.

Mot long mgo a news item in Christionity Today
reported that the Salvatlon Army Joysirings in Lon-
don agreed to perform in the Playboy Club there
and in return the club bunnies are going to sall bonds
for the Army. This looks lke a bad bargain all (he
way aroumd because when a partnership I8 entered
with an organization that really epitomizes the im-
moral spirit of the age, i1 can't help but weaken the
witness af the Army,

Like the mother of Shoeless Joe Jackson is re-
poried (o have said when news of her famous son's
involvement in the Black Sox scandal broke, “Say
it ain't 50, Joe™

It is tragic when religious groups bearing the
name of Christ covenant with the forces of ewil
officially or unofficially. There i5 a compromise and
ong concession leads to another. And so0 many times
in life it proves that once barriers are removed there
really isn't any way of knowing where the slide will
eventually come fto a halt. We think many of the
Lutheran colleges in America have become involved
In thiz visclows circle today,

Certalnly something has been lost by this ar-
rangement with the Playboy Club in London by the
Salvation Army. That club now gains an aura of
respeciability it should never have. And what has
the Army gained? A few dollars, but dollars that are
offset by a loss of confidence in the minds and hearts
of many people. Whether the former is worth more
than the latter the Army will have to dechde, but
we are saddened todasy.

Saw it ain't so.
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STEWARDSHIF MONTH

Movember | often associated with stewardahip,
The azsociation i a natural because November marks
the end of harvesi and it is the month of Thanksgiv-
ing Day in the United States {in Canoda that falls
in Qctober),

Farmers, since the days of Abel and Cain, have
brought gifts w0 God from the produce of their toil,
although today's diversified farming doesn't place
gquite as much dependence upon the fall harvest for
imcome as in the past, Mor are there as many farmers
as thers ocnoe were,

Albeit, the principle is the same, we are o of-
fer gifts to the Lord from that which we have ne-
ceived, whatever our occupation. Two principles
should guide our giving, Give as He has prospered
and give as We siée the needs,

It is good to give proportionately, Some people
like to give a tenth of their income to the Lord. In
the Old Testament the faithful were ohligated o give
the tenth to God first. Tt is difficult for some pecple
to establish what their income Is until tax time, Oth-
ers debate whether expenses should be deducted be-
fore gifts to God's work are glven. Each one will have
to determing the pround rules for his glving. There
is mo rule that should be imposed from without,

Yet the sugpestion can well be made that God's
work is not to be considered a Juxury, something that

will be provided for if any funds remain Tt muost
be provided for just as surely as & house is main-
tatned and food and clothing purchazed. And if there
8 this willlngness to share with the Lord in His
work, He will honor such faithfulness, He will pour
out His blessing,

Sometimes stewardship speakers promise pros-
pective tithers, at lesst, material prosperity in ex-
change for their offerings to God. That may not be
exactly so, But we can be sure that such a giver
will alwave have what he nesds. His income will
go just as far after his gift os before, And God has
other ways of hlessing. Whoever said that God's
greatest blessings are material ones? To say that
would be to go contrary to all Christian doctrine.

There is oy In sharing n Christ's work on earth,
After all, to have His kingdom come and to have a
part in helping it to come, that |a something wonder-
ful. This, eoupled with the thought of God's great gifits
amd Hiz greatest Gift, should bring forth pensrous
offerings which will provide for a work which will
bring glory to His name, win souls for Hia kingdom
amd warm the heart of the giver.

Let us truly seck to bé givers to God's task on
earth. For His tnsk is our task, Let us not be con-
tent o be dues-pavers, contributors to a list or
half-hearted donmors. Let us moke our offerings to
the Lord acts of worship and thanksgiving.

Sun-lit Clouds

| Corntiruned from pege §]

see the rainbow if the skies were al-
wuvs blue! Then why do we mourn
as those who have no liogs, and
grieve as worldlings when some
dark cloud momentarily shuts out
the sunlight of the Father's smile,
concealing His love? Oh, for the
faith of a Job that could penetrate
the cloud and percelve the hidden
gilver lining! Oh, for a faith that
can gense the certainty of spring's
coming though the thermometer
reglsters 2emo!

Clouds! Misfortunes come—ifi-
nancial losses and embarrassmenis
—ind we anxiously wail, “What
shall we eat? What shall we drink?
Wherewlthal shall we be clothed?”
Have we forgotten that He who
owns the catile on a thousand hills,
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who clothes the lilies of the field in
a gark more princely than that of a
Solomon, who feeds the fowls of
the air, and who upholds all things
by the might of His power, is well
oble to take care of us? What if
we had gained the fortune we
strived for? Wealth might have
made us proud—too proud to pray
“Cive us this day our daily bread.”
Mot many of those rich in the
world's goods are eminent for their
piety, self-denial, nnd desirous of
bringing souls to Christ. The diving
hand that erushed the thing that
would have led us into worldliness
and possibly coused the loss of our
soul, lifted us out of destruction
by means of what we believed a
cilamity. Have we Tully realized the
truth of Matthew [9:23, 247 Was
this apparent loss not @ blessing
in disguize? Earthly treasures coafn-

not be taken along at death, no fur-
ther than the cemetery, and if by
means of this cloud God has taupht
us to lay up treasures in Heaven,
have we not cause 1o glorify Him
for permitting us to behold the
bright light hidden therein?

Clouds! Beregvements come. Our
dear ones are torn from us by the
grim Reaper, who not only reaps
the bearded grain, but the flowers
that grow between. Bui knowing
that He who Himsell arose from the
dead, giveth His beloved sleep,
should we not rother rejoice that
they have out-distanced us in reach-
ing that blissful goal toward which
wa are journeving? Out of this
world of sin and sorrow, and mis-
ery, and suffering, into the Glory-
land where there shall be no more
pain, and whers the Lord shall wipe

[Eontimesd or prge 1]
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THANK YOU
The officers and members of the

W.MF. would like to extend a
personal note of appreciation to
Pastor and Mrs. Stalsbroten for
their excellent Bible studies which
have been printed in The Lutheran
Ambassador this past year. These
lessons have been the product of
much prayer and study, and have
blessed and challenged the souls
of all who have used them. Thank
you again, so much.

As editor of the women's page,
1 would also like (o thank person-
ally the many women who have
contributed articles and reports to
this page of our paper in 1867, and
to Pastor Huglen who has given
such penerous space for the Bible
studies nnd the women's page,
May we encournpge others who have
had special blessings or ideas to
share to sond them in for our pa-
peT.

—Mrs, Jay Erickson

THE BLESSINGS OF
HOSPITALITY

Mrs. A, L. Hokonson
Faith, South Dakota

Hospitality—what a gracious
word! Dass it bring to your mind
countless  instances of Friendly
visits, happy meals, comfortable
homes and guest bedrooms, pre-
chous  fellpwship with  Kinfolk,
friends, and neighbors as guests in
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your home and thelrs? God's Waord
has several references in regard o
hosgitality: "A lover of hospitali-
t¥™ (Titus 1:8), “Given to hospl-
tality™ (Romans 1&13), and In
Heébréews 132, "Be not forgetful
to entertain strangers: for thereby
somé have entertaimed anpgels un-
awares."” How wvery, very true!

Before starting thiz articls, 1
went through one of our guest

books given to ws on ouor third
wedding anniversary by loved ones
we were visiting in porthern Min-
nesoln, There are 478 names (and
messages)  therein—174 of them
were from missionarica from dis-
tant lands, pastors and wives, evan-
gelists, and so forth, but by far
the greatest aumber were written
by friends in the congregations we
served, and from loved ones—
cherished —memories  associnbed
with each one of them. How the
Lord has enriched our lives through
other Christians! What heart-warm-
ing experignces we hove had these
twenty-ning yvears in the Lord's
vingyard ps we have shared fel-
lowship with friends in their
homes and ours, We have long
since started on another guest book
purchosed from Missionary Arihur
Olson from Chine, We do rejoice
over the blessings people  have
brought into our lives by their
friendship. love, and visits,

What an opportunity to witness

for the Lord by such wvisiting., As
we read in Malachi 3: 16 and 17,

Cradle Roll
Honorary Membership and
In Memoriam
Mission Scholorship
Junior Missions HIELAT
Church Extension -........,...
My Hlsﬁmrr for a Ih}'

Non-Budget Recelpis:

Special Gifts (o0 AFLL Missions |

Total Receipts

WMF TREASURER'S PROGRESS REPORT
February 1, 1987, to Ociober 31, 1967

General Fund . A e

Convention Offering to Bible School
Mizsion Festival Offering to Library Fund
Special Gifts to Praise Program of AFLC
Special Gifts vo Bible School .. ..

Anmuaal Amount

Budget Received

(% months)
<o § 100000 160,00
T S0 B21.05
- 1,000,000 1,196.73
AT 2,000, 00 1,634.18
ceve o 3000000 1.016.25
S 4.500.00 311323
3,000.00 1,600.85
314, 100,00 $59.542.29
........... 142028
......... 73T A6
......... 120040
....... 221.00
535.15
........... . §12 58558

Motice to all WMF members: The greatest needs at this time
are for the General Fund and Church Extension Fund, Please con-
tinue to remember this work with your pravers and gifis,
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“Then they that feared the Lord
spake often one to another: and
the Lord harkened and heard it,
gnd a book of remembrance wasg
writlen before him for them that
feared the Lord, and that thought
upon his nome, And they shall be
mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in
thiat doy when [ make wp my
jewels; and 1 will spare them, as a
man sparcth his own son  that
serveth him."

What prayer feliowship we have
had, what [mstances of “building
one anadher up in our most holy
faith,"” what an encourngement and
testimony has besn given to chil-
dren and adults in the home, Mot
anly have we recelved Tood for the
body, but food for the mind and
soul as well, through sacred music
and lterature shared, as well as
good  conversation, meals, and
lodging.

But the Word of God spenks,
too, o word of caution—not to
limit owr hospitality to those whao
can repay it In like manner. How
often have we propared meals and
lunches and plven Christlan coun-
gl and literature to the “un-
wanted™ in soclety—to vagrants,
the homeless, the lonely, necdy,
and sinful® There are many oppor-
tunities even in our day to be good
Samaritans. How do we mest this
challenge to “sow the good sesd”
in word and deed?

Sedly, there nre many who feel
that even among Christians “hos-
pitality with a plus" has become
a loat art ar gift. 1s yvour home open
ter prayer ineetings, 1o Christlan
fellowship groups during the year?
Is your church or mine Known as a
warm-hearted and hospitable place
af waorship and genuine Christinn
felbowship? Shall we permil God's
Holy Spielt to remind os  anew
of the danger there is in faolling
to show love unto strangers, or
“unto one of the loast of these,'
Hiz brethren? God will bless and
reward each one who has gone
“the szeécond mile” in expénding
strength, time, money, energy, and
concern among the brethren, and
shown hospitality to all who come
to our doors
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Sun-lit Clouds
[ Contirnied from prge T10]

away all tenrs! Had the little one =0
mourafully kid away lived to ma-
turity, aré we sure it would have
continued on the narrow way with
the sawved and not followed the
throngs on the broad way to de-
structlon? God knows, and He has
not left ws comfortless. His womnd
tenderly pleads with us to discern
the bright light which is in the
clood.

Clouds! Loss of friends or posi-
tion, sickness, trials, afflictions,
discouragements, misunderstand-
ings, all have their hidden silver
lining, visible to the eye of faith—
faith that realizes that all things
work together for good to those
who love God—faith that trusts
when the sight grows dim and cries:
“Though he slay me, yet will 1 trust
him," faith that clings to His Word,
“What | do thou knowest not now,
but thow wile know hereafter,” Faith
that is consoled by His proecious
promise, “Your shorrow shall be
turned into joy* =—overcoming falth!
Faith that sees the light which is
in the cloud, even though it be
“through - a glass, darkly," fills the
drooping aplrit with new buoyancy,

Some day, when the mists have
clearcd away, and we shall know
even as we nre known, basking in
the sunlipht of His smile in that
glorious City which has no need
of the sun or moon or stars, the
Lamb being the Light thereof—all
things will be made plain, and we
shall marvel at His wondrous ways
in puiding us. Pilgrim doys over,
what a Weloome Home will grest
the ransomed hosts as the pearly
gates swing ajar, and they join the
chorus of spints who have gone be-
fore “unto him who loved us, and
washed us from our sins in his 0Wwn
blood, be glory and dominion for-
ever!™

—Reprinted from The Friend

NOTICE

The Christmas issue of The Lu-
theran Ambassador is the regular,
but enlarged, edition for December
12, 1867, Therefore, it will aoto-
matically be mailed o all subscrib-
ers, You do not need to order one
for yourself, if you are a presesnt
subseriber,

Copies for friends may be se-
cured by using the enclosed order
blank and sending pavment for the
arder ps requesied.

F-l:rhu'p-l wou would like o Eive
a gift subscription of the Ambos-
sador for Christmas. You may da
that alze by using the order blank,
reverse side,

Thanls you,

BIELE VERSES

“While we were vel helpless, at
the right time, Christ died for the
ungodly™ (Ram. 5:8).

“Hut we preach Christ crucified,
a stumbling block to Jews and folly
to Gentiles, but to those who ore
called, hoth Jews and GCreeks,
Christ the power of God and the
wisdom of God™ (I Cor. 1:23, 24).

NOTICE

Oeccasionally, through an
error in malling, you may miss
an issue or two of the Am-
bazsador, When you are certaln
that vou have mizsed an issue
and your subscription is still in
force, please write our office
for the missing number and
[t will be furnished free of
charge.

Should you continue to miss
coples of the Ambassador,
write and agk that an inquiry
be mode a5 o the reason.

Address all inquiries and re-
guests regarding subscriptions
and mailing to:

The Lutheran Ambassador

3110 E. Medicine Lake Blvd,

Minneapolis, Minn. 55427

The Lutheran Ambassador



MY TRIP TO NORWAY AND
OTHER EUROPEAN COUNTRIES

Raynard Huglen
Part ¥
Triins

Was the impression given Inst
time that England (s not a pretiy
country? 1 am sorry i it was be-
cause England |= both pretty and
charming, My Intentlon had bean
to eomvey the bleakness of the old
industrial areas and the fact that
the countryside in general was not
as "neat as & pin®” as 1 had sup-
posed it would be,

Leaving Charfield and Rrisfol, 1
headed by train for London by way
of Cxford. First, a word ahoust
traing in Ewrope. They are much
more populer a8 @ means of trons-
portation there than in the States.
The Miwaukee depot in Minneap-
olis was a Hitle bit lonely on the
night of July 10, but the stations
in ]7.|.1].E|.'|'r!||:.| ind  other eoufiteles
WerE l:hrnh'hing and bustling with
metivity, Mot that the traing wers
abarays filled, bart there were many
people using them, In all, in Eur
ope [ boarded. left or changed
trains In over 30 railroad stations
g0 1 got guite o good look at the
situation,

In England especially the Lrains
run  like clockwark, Passenger
traing carry only passengers and
lezive rig!'|1 on the dot, It was equal-
Iv amazing time and again to find
the trains pulling into the stations
within 4 minute or two of sched-
ule. Al ong depot T hod two min-
utes im which to change trains and
this involved valking vp and down
considerable flights of stairs. There
are many paossenger Tuns in Eng-
land. In Liverpocl I missed s train
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by minutes but waes able to gel
another |n just half an howr, k-
ing a slightly different route (o
my destination,

Churchill's grevim  In
Nowar-covered greee §n
wnd hiv fuiher's b fa the Wl of dhat.

Maidos  Villege. Tha
fhat =f K siodhet,

Churchiill’s Gromee

A bus ook me from Oxford, the
university town, to the Bladon
corner and [ wolked a mile or 5o to
the wvillape where Winston Chur-
chill, Britain's war-time prime mln-
ister, is buried. It was sn ideal day
with only a threat of rain. One had
to walk still Further theough town
before spotting the gray stone S§
Martin"s Church, up off the strest
behind o vegetable garden. Then to
an allesway and the churchyard en-
trance, Moting a small cluster of
people jusi past the church itself
and Immediately to the left of the
church entrance, it was not diffi-
culi to determine that this must be
the grave sile, There L was, a
ula[kll\r simple grave for o very
prent mamn, o striking contrast to
pome of the protesque tomhbs and
memorials 1 would ses the next
day in Westminster Abbey,

“Winston Leamurd Spencer
Churchill, 1874=1865." Umnly ihat
inscription iz found on the grave

stone which is mode of white maor-
ble. England hus done Lttle to pub-
licize his burial place but o steady
trickle of people come by to see it

Blenhelm Palace

Mot far away, as the crow flies,
but some distance for one who has
iy wealk, i@ Blenheim Palace, oul-
sigle of Woomdstock, My own way
led through a cow pastuce where 1
saw more of those grand old trees
which abound in England. So large
are thoy that it would take threg
men to reach around them, They
must be hundreds of years old.

Churchill was born at Blenhelm
in a bedroom that looked very sim-
ple compared to the other grand
rooms in the place. 'We tourists
were told that day that he waan't
tin have been born there, but he
arrived before expected and his
parents had to bormow o layetie
from another expectant mother in
Woodstock,

Winston Churchill lived the first
gight years of his life in Blenheim
Palmce, It is & prand palace, al-
though showing its age quite badly
on the outside. The estate is vory
spacious and the gardens lovely.

Oxford

With a eouple of hours at hand
bhelfgre leaving for London, [ went
over o Christ Church {college) in
Ocford before a cafeteria Supper
hegauze someone told me that he
considersd its campus  the most
beautiful, Oxford University is
made uwp of 26 colleges scatierad
over 8 city of 104,000, 50 you can
gee that 1 could do no more than
spmple them,

The Information officer was
ahout to po off duty when I ar-
fived, but he shared a few bits of
information. Christ Church, he
gakd, s the larpest college in Ox-
ford with some aver 80 students.
At least ten Prime Minlstors weare
vidergeadiuates  thers,  including
Anthony Eden and Douglas Home.
Lewis Carroll wrote Alice in Won-
derfomd st the eollege whose chapel
was designed by Christopher Wren.
Al 05 each evening, he fold me,
the T-tor bell tolls 101 times in
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honor of the 101 original students
in the school which was started
in about 1525,

f&cross the strest is Pembroke
College. which was attended by
Spenator John W, Fullbright of Ar-
kanzaz. It i5s one of the smallest
collepes at Oxford

Home on the Range

There’s a speclal feeling about
approaching London, When did we
firgt hear that name? When we
read aboait Diclke Whiltinﬁttm's cal’?
Likely before that, when we played
“London Bridge Is Falling Down.™
Yis, it is an old and magic name.

Arriving at the Paddington sta-
tiom, 1 was pleased to find that
there would be room available at
the Duchy Hotel on Lancaster
Gate, a hotel operated by the Nor-
wegian government, and also that |
could as easily get a cab in Lon-
don as any place in the world

After getting settled in o plain,
but comfortable room, 1 walked
over to a réstourant for an événing
snack. Two boys, apparently
American, Wwereé Singing variouws
songs to guitar accompaniment, A
customer, likely Amernican, -
quested that they sing “Home on
the Range"™ and they werd ahle
to do that. So there T was, about
an hour in London amd hearing
that greatest of all American cow-
boy sonpga, Had 1 travelled wvery
far after all?

Londan Town

What approach should one thke
when one has a day to spénd in
one of the largest and most fasci-
nating cities of the world? My de-
cigion was to see, by walking, just
as much as I possibly could. Those
of you who are familiar with Lon-
don ean appreciate the distance
covered, then, In  seeing these
places: Hyde Park (near the ho-
tel), Buckingham Palace, Whitehall
Palace, Mo, 10 Downing Street, Big
Ben and Parliament, Westminster
Abbey, the Thames River with its
Lomdon and Tower bridges, St
Paul's Cathedral, Aldersgate, Lon-
don  Tower, Trafalgar Sguare,
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Fleag Street, Piccadilly Circus and
Carnaby Sireet,

Westminster Abbey iz a beauti-
Tuil hl:i|rJ:i11|g. Like all ald churches
in England, part of ite exlerior wag
very primy. Other phris showed
evidénce of cléaning by sand-blast-
ing. Many famous people nre buried
beneath the Abbéy and arg mem-
origlized by plagues in the floor
The one maost interesting to me was
that of the femous missionary ex-
plorer, David Livingstone. It occu-
pies o centeal position n the Al-
bey, Livingstone's heart, you will
remember, was buried in Aflrica,
biit his body was brought back to
Westminster Abbey to he honored
with Kings and queens,

Waimizte Abbep

The outer aisles of the Ahbey
are filled with tombs and memaori-
als, The latter may honor famous
people who are buried there or
elsewhere, It was my feeling that
Westminster Abbey has been great-
Iy cheapened by this odd collec
tion of memorials. There isn™t much
they can do about that now, bul
what hag happened is unfortunate.

In St Paul's cathedral, Europa's
fourth largest, 1 saw Holman
Hunt's original painting, “Christ
Knocking at the Door™ You have
seen it some time or other, but it
is rarely seen today, other wvaria-
tions of it being more popular,

On Aldersgate Street 1 read the
plagque posted on an iron fence,
marking the spot where John Wes-
ley attended a meoeting houss one
nlght In 1738 and felt his heart
“gtrangely warmed” He counted
that date a=s hiz evangelical conver-
sion, From that time he went on
to become the great evanpgelical
leader of Methodlsm. That, too,
was a boly spot for me,

1 saw something else in London
which 1 will remember at least ns
long as Hig Ben or Trafalgar
Square, It was somewhers near
Whitehall that he stosd pathetle
and bewildered. He was 4 man
perhaps in his forties, quite tall,
The leather of his heels was either
cut out or stepped down so that
his shoes looked like slippérs. Un-
shaven and unkempt, he was the
pleture of desolation, He paused as
if uncertnin and the last 1 saw of
him he had somehow shuffled
aprogs the street and was headed
for who knows where, The r.hl:-ught
that came to my mind was this,
how can m man this forlorn be
found or permitted in a major clv-
ilized city with all of its missons,
the Salvaton Army and o welfare
gtate? He was the graphic piciure
of the man who has slipped through
somehow and (s completely for-
gotten.

My stay In Londom was brief,
but while it lasted i was like
stepping Into the history books and
story books, And wet, with all of
its history, 1 was surprised at how
much like Amerlea it really was,

RIBLE VERSES

“Thus it 5 wrilten, that the
Christ shiould suffer and on the third
diy rise from the dead™ (Lulke 24:
46)

“Having canceled the bond which
stood againat us with its [egal de-
mands: thizs he sei aside, nailing it
o the cross" (Col, !;1-‘}.

“And he died for all, that those
who live might live no longer for
themselves but for him who for
their sake died and was raised”
(1l Cor. 5:15).

WINTER BIBLE CONFERENCE
DATES SET

The fifth annual Winter Bible
Conference will be held at Mt
Carmel Lutheran Church, McIn-
tosh, Minnesota, the Rev, Hubert
F. DeBoer, pastor, February 3-11

Program details will be an-
mounced Fater
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CHURCH-WORLD NEWS

LUTHERAN ! HEAD
OF ARMY CHA SCHOOL

Washington, D.C FLE)—A Lu.
tharan chaplain has been appointed
commandant of the  United
States Army Chapldin “School ai
Fort Hoamilton, N.Y,

Mamed to the positien late in
Owtober was Chaplain Theodore V.
Koepke, & clerpyman 'sf the Lu-
theran  Church-Missouri  Synod
who has been at the school sinea
he completed an assignment as top
military chaplain in Vietnam
VEAT A,

The appeintment was announced
herg by Major General Francis L.
Sampscn, the Army Chief of
Chaplains,

Chaplain Koepke, who holds the
rank of colonel, succeeds Chaplain
Edward Saunders, a Roman Catho-
lic whio has besn g=signed 1o 4 po-
slition as staff chaplain for the
United States Continentsl Army
Command at Fort Monroe, Ya,

He iz the fifih Lutheran to serve
as Commandant since Warld War
I,

FORLUM HEARS & SPEAKERS 0N
DEMANDS OF SDCIETY

Minneapolis (LC—The Lutheran
Socipl Welfare Conference of
America was told here that con-
atructive and destructive forces in
contemporary sociely have placed
new demands on the family, the in-
dividual, and the community.

High among the demands singled
out by a series of speakers at o
thrég=cay forum spomsored by the
comference was a néed for increas-
ing flexibility,

The conference, a new orgoniza-
tion stemming from consolidation
of the Matlonal Lutheran Social
Welfare Conference and Associated
Lutheran Charitles, met at the
Leamington Hotel here late in Oe-
tober,

First of three keynote speakers
to explore the dual nafure of sev.
eral contemporary forces was Dr,
Armin Grams of Detroit, head of

Movembaer 28, [967

the Merrill-Palmer Institute pro-
gram for human development,

After contending that mobility is
such a force, he ohasrved:

“The blessing is that it keeps one
fresh and adaptable, constantly
learning priorities. We need to look
more at mobility In terms of s
contribution to the family, We can
change and roll with the circum-
stances.”

Conversaly, mobility has con-
tributed to man's rootlessness, he
continued. "It hurts to be uprooted,
and, thus, there I8 reticence to ba-
come  lnvolvad."™

“The pace of change 2 relent.
lesaly guickening.” Dv. Grams
streszed. “Knowledge is doubling
tackny at a fantastic rate, and an
effect 5 increasing helplessness
and inpdeguacy. We need to look
at this impact in resourcefulness."

At another point, he called at-
tention to temdencies to develop
child-centered homes which de-
stroy both the world of the chil-
dren and the world of the adulis,
“The résult is one big glob of ado-
lascence,' he contended.

Childeen tend o grow up (oo
quickly, ke explained, and it fosters
tmmatucity among sdults.

Anather speaker was Dr. Gisela
Keonopka of Minneapolis, a profes-
sor in the School of Social Work at
the University of Minnesota, who
also  stressed the problems of
change as they confromt the in-
dividual,

Pressures peculiar to our time,
ghe =ajd, include rapid urbaniza-
tion, technological advance, an in-
tensified competiton, a shrinking
globe, change in family concept,
change in standards and wvalues,
and growing affluence,

On technology, she held that
“perfiaps the greatest strain lies
i the demand for flexibility in re-
gard to employment.'

“& guestion for the future,” the
social  ministry  specialists  were
iold, “is whether retraining will
even he ahle to keep pace with the
numbers thrown out of their form-

er job by the Impact of new tech-
nologlcal knowledge ™

While siressing that individuals
cannot close their eves o the
changes in society, she contended
that "for each of us it means free-
ing ourselves from the romantic
image of the past and the unfair
condemmnation of our times"

The social work professor em-
phasized that “the Chureh can
wark very langibly to help people
accept the changing form of reals
ity

The third spepker was Dr, Rich-
ard H. Luecke of Chicago, director
of studies at the Urban Training
Center lor Christian Mission, an
inter-denominational program in
which Lutherans cooperate,

The administrator, & clergyman
of the Lutheran Church—Missaurl
Synod, focused onm change in rela-
tlon to the community and ob-
served that ghetto residents have
been denfed constructive motiva-
tion,

Housing marches and other or-
ganized efforts, he said, have
helped make “the invisible to be-
come visible” and have helped to
create greater awarendss of the
problems of the gheiin.

FOR DR. FRY OF THE LCA,
AN UNEXPECTED INVOCATION

Chicago (LC)—Minules before
the 16th annual meeting of the Ma-
tional Hearing Aid Society was
scheduled to get underway here,
officers discovered they had no
clergyman on hand to give the in-
vooktion.

As they discussed their plight
in a corridor of the Sherman House,
o tall mean wEmr.inE n clerical col-
lar walked by and éntéred a nearby
room. At his heels, came the affi-
cers of the NHAS,

Tor their query, “Is thére anyone
here who could pray for us?" the
man in clerical garb responded, “1
guess | could, I've had a little prac-
tice "

A few minutes laver he was in-
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troduced to soclety members as a
Lutheran clergyman who had
apgreed at the last moment to take
part in the opening ceremonies of
the meeting.

With that the Rev. Dr. Franklin
Clark Fry, president of the Lu.
theran Church in America, chair-
mitn of the Executive and Central
Committees of the World Coun-
cil of Churches, former president
of the Lutheran World Federation,
end possessor of 30 honorary de-
gress and even more church hon-
ars, stepped forward and with the
eage of one who has opened hun-
dreds of meetings, gave the invo-
catlon,

MODERN TERMS HELD NEEDED
ON THE MEANING OF SIN

Chicago (LC)=—Christianity must
focus o gréator emphasis on the
meaning of sin in contemporary
terms, & Lutheran Mission Confaer-
ence was told here early in Mo-

vembier,

The speaker 'was Dr. Conrad
Bergendoff of Rock Island, 111,
president emeritus of Augustana
College there, and former executive
secretary of the Board of College
Education of the Lutheran Church
of America.

“Mv analysis of the discase of
the churches today would start
with the meaning of sin'" the re-
tired college president observed.
“This word has alimost dropped out
of religious circulation,

“Certainly a Church which has
as its central doctrine the forgive-
ness of sins through the need of
Christ musi give substance to the
menning of sin if forgiveness is to
hove any relevance for our lives,

“A church that interprets the
will of God to its contemporaries
must therefore show forth the di-
mensions of a Gospel deep and
broad enough to comprehend all
the sins for which we must sesk
the forgiveness Christ offers.'”
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