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BLESSED ARE THE MEEK
Matthew 5:5

“Blessed are the meek, for thay
shall inherit the earth,” says Josus,
But if we were to ask the world,
I am sure the world would answer
back and say, “Blessed are the
strong, who can hold their own," If
you want to be someane or some-
thing, gain honor or power, obiain
material riches, them youo musi be
strang and a po-petter. You must
tnke every opportunity to advance
toward your poal, Maich your in-
tellipence and power against the
other fellow. If he has 1o step aside
for wouw, that iz his misforfune.
And a0 some folk advance over
athers though they often leave
hardships and misery behind them

But In contrast to such actions,
Jesug comes and tells us that the
metk shall inherit the earth; by
earth He means temporal blessings
in this world. Who are the meek?
We usually think of those falk who
have a kind, loving attitude toward
those who wrong or harm them.
However, the meaning goes much
deeper than that. Tt also refers to
our aftitude toward God, The meek
are those who quiethy submit them-
selves to God, to His Word, to
His rod, to His will and directions.

When God sends sorrows or
hardships, we will not despair.
When He pives ws blessings, we
will humbly thank Him, knowing
that He does this simply out of His

goodness and mércy, without oy

merit or worthiness in us. When
He commands, we will be glad to
obey, True meeskness lays hold on
the sovereign will of God and our
delight will be in conforming as
perfectly as possible to that will.
It certainly is trug that once we
have become meek before God we
will be meek in regard to our fel-
lowmen. We will be mild, pentle
and patient. We will not have that
“get even®™ attitude when wronged
or abussd: we will show no resent-
ment; we will nat threaten  of
uvEnRe ourselves,

Many will say, “that isn't easy
to do,” and 1 mgree, because we
are ioo anxious to return evil for
evil instesd of pood for evil, But
the more we become mesk before
God, the maore we will become ke
Jesug And the more we become
like Jesus, the easier it will be for
us to remain meels. His love in our
hearts will drive oot the bitter, the
wild, and the violant. His grace will
be sufficient for us even when our
endurance is tesied to the ut-
s,

“Blessed are the meek; for they
ghall inherit the earth.” Here is a
profmiige in the New Testament for
blessings in this world, In reading
Psalm 37, it doesn’t mean that they
shall have much earth; that is, to
grin all the riches possible and
forget about the heavenly, 1t seems
in me that the world in outward
pogsgeszion belongs (o the =trong

According to the Word

men—men of force, push and am-
bition. You know if you want to
get through n large crowd, make
your elbows sharp as a sword, and
bring your feet heavily down wpon
your neighbors and you will cer-
tainly make n road through the
crowd, However, the meek man on
the edpe of the crowd will not
take that forceful push, Psalm 37
tells us there lsn't much inheriting
of this earth for the wicked.

For the meek, they have lasting
gifte. It will always be true that
“a little that a righteous man hath
is better than the riches of manmy
wicked," for his little iz with God's
blessings, and thelr much with
God's curse. Meekness has & real
tendency to promote our health,
weilth, comfort and safety, even
in this world, But there is a peace-
fulness in the heart which comes
from knowing we are following
God's will, and we lnow hlessings
abound with those who are God's,

To the meek, let this beatitude
be a word of comfort and encour
agement, Jesus tells you that you
should be patient. When the wick-
od grow |houghty amd appear
mighty and gpreat, you may suffer,
but the divine blessing constantly
follows you also in this life and
in this earth. Meekness is the great-
et power in this earth. Meskness
ovarcomes, and he that overcometh
shall inherit all things.

—0G. H. Spletstoeser
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Iyn, South Dakotn 57261, is the editor. Subscription price s $2.50 per vear in advance, Subscriptions should be
sent to The Lutheron Amboessador, 3110 East Medicine Lake Boulevard, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55427 Sec-
ond-class postage pald at Minneapolis, Minn.
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The third in o series of
Reformotion articles

Dir, Iver Oison
HE first principle of the Ref-
ormation  was  "'Scripture

Alona." After swudying the Scrip-
tures, the Reformers rediscovered
that the main practical teaching of
the Bible is “Justification by Falth
Alone”

This one simply assumed as o

past fact that Christ's mediatorial
activity was sufficient to cover all
man's &in. Proceeding from  the
sacond  principle they concluded
that there is a third principle which
is very important, and was oonse-
quently listed by them as the third
principle of the Reformation; this
was the “Universal Priesthood of
Believers.” Putting it more plainly,
we could say that this principle
simply means the climination of
the middle-man in matters of reli-
.
There Is only one mediator be-
tween God and man, the Man—
Jesus Christ. His maln function as
a priest was to make sufficient
sacrifice for sin, This He did to
perfection, so that there is no fur-
ther need for additional sacrifices,
The Odd Testament period was over
the moment He crigd the last word
from the cross: "It is Anished,”

While God had instituted sacri-
fices as o part of religious warship
in the O0ld Tesitament, He amply
indicates that these were insufi-

October 17, 1967

The Universal Priesthood
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cient to stone for sin. Therefore,
the Son of God was born as the
Son of Man who became the Lamb
of God “that taketh away the sins
of the world"” The ald sacrifices
were prophetic in nature, ndex
fingers pointing ferward in time to
the Lamb which God would pro-
wiche

This truth was sufficiently well
understood and believed by the
garly Christians, They proclaimed
the gospel of o Anished salvation.
But ns time went on, and years
became centuries, this ploin teach-
ing was encrusted by many a
teaching which came from eélse-
where than the Scripture. It seemed
to miany that the priest and preach-
er held a place nearer 10 God than
the ordinary people did. As time
went on this person was exalted to
be n mediator between man ond
Jesus Christ. Mo ordinary person
ought to think so highly of himsel{
that he was good enough to ap
peoach the Savior directly, he @8
far too removed from Him for that
It made more sense (o ask a priest
to intercede for him, So the priest-
hood hecame a class apart from
the rest of the people.

Besides the priests who served in
parishes, there were other people
who in this sense belonged o the
priestly class; they were the mem-
bers of the religious orders which
had come into  existence—the
monks, as we know them. The par-
ksh priest was called o secular
priest because he served out in the

world of sinful men; the monk had
withdrawn from the world and was
called a regular priest because he
lived according to the rules and
regulations of his Order. Both of
these classes of priests could inter-
cade for men with Christ.

In additbon to these 1here wers
the =aints who had died If ihess
were found to have been unusually
haly during life, I.hE_w wient directly
to heaven when they died and be-
came intercessors there, Now there
were two steps between the ordi-
nary man and Christ. The priest
wioild intercede between man and
a saint; the saimt would then toke
up the matier with Christ, Mary
Wi 4 suprems one among the
saints, If one could zet her atien-
tion, and she interceded with her
Son, the praver would surely ke
answered. But one might need the
pood offices of another =aint 1o
gain the ear of Mary; and now
there were three steps between the
ordinary man and Christ

Thus the matter siood in the
early 15600z, Man could not ap-
proach the Savior directly. He hod
io follow the prescribed steps and
asel  God through the regular
channels,

Mot only could no average man
appraach God, but God did aot ap-
proach man directly; He made use
of the snme chaonnels as were pre-
seribed for man in appeoaching
Godl. The church became a madi-
ator betweesn man and God. The
most  imporiant person in the
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church was its head; he was the
vicar of Christ on earth. He made
the church: where the pope s
there 15 the church, He created
the clergy through the sacrament
of ordination. So there was this
body on earth which through its
actlon could “make” ather Chris-
tams; these were added to the
church, albeit they were a stop
lower than the clergy. The church
recreated itsell by adding members
to its body. The church “saved™
people, and in so dolng became o
sort of salvation body.

The Protestants concluded, out
from Seripture, that the individual
Christhing make the church, and
nat  wvice versa, Each  individunl
could read the Word of God and
hear the Gospel, He could pray di-
rectly to God without going
through the media of the church
ond clergy. When he hears or
reads the Word of God, and in
penltence and faith pravs to Him,
he |s saved. God adds him to the
Church. Mo human middle-man ac-
tivity & necessary; man can deal
with God directly in the matter of
snlvation,

Mot only is the individual 5 priest
to and for himself in having direct
access to God, but he is 4 priest
to his fellowmen. Each Christian is
a priest to his neighbor, Only from
this point of view can we under-
stand Luther's words, “I am a little
Christ to my neighbor.” People
should be able (o =es Christ in
every person  who believes in
Christ. A Christian may be a bet-
ter or poorer priest o his neigh-
bor, but a priest he is nonetheless.
He is to minister 1o his neighbor
in spiritual need; this s a respon-
sibility he cannot delegate to an-
other. The Hingdom of God is a
kingdom of priests. Every Christlan
is a lay priest; but God does not
have the word “lay” in His vocab-
ulary, To Him the children of Gaod
are priests as truly as Anron was,

Because every Christian is a
priesi, all of his good works are

Page Four

holy works. The housewife who
works owver the stove is perform-
ing as holy & work as a priest
who officintes before the altar. At
the kitechen sink a Cheistian woman
conducts  diving services three
timés o day, A Christinn farmer
whao plows his field is in this very
work worshipping God. He is do-
ing holy work, because he 8 o
priest of the most high God, After
pll, worship is really workship.
That which is not of faith is sin,
and everything which is done in
faith by believing men and women
is holy work,

Hera in an inspiring and edifying
herilage which we have from the
Reformation. There are peither
menial servaniz nor menisl tasks
in the Kingdom of God, faor
oll are kings and priests before
Him; all the work they do is holy
work, Let us all remember this
truth from Scripture, especially at
those times when we are tempted
ter think that our wark is so dreary
nnd meaningless, Right in our daily
occypations we are serving God.

FALL FESTIVAL HELD AT
REDBY INDIAN MISSION

“For every oné that asketh re-
ceiveth; and he that seeketh find-
eth: and to him that knocketh it
shall be opened” {Luke 11:10).

Ohir Fall Festival was held at the
Redby Lutheran Mission on Sun-
day, Sept, 17, We can truly say that
the verse we have just read from
Luke was fulfilled at our festival
this fall. We were blessed by many
peopls coming up here in the north-
ern woods to visit us and our In-
dinn friends. This was a great [oy
to us and we would like to give
thanks to the many pastors who
came, These were Pasior Morris
Eggen from Spicer, Minn., who
gave o very heari-stirring message
in the afternoon; Pastor Gene Sund-
by of Mewfolden, Minn, a former
mizsionary here and who led in

Scripture reading and praver; Pas-
tor Hubert DeBosr af Fossion,
Minn.: Pastor Melvin Walla of
Thief Riwver Falls, apd other pus-
torg and Inymen and their Fami-
lles, We would like to take this
lime o thank vou from our hearts
and [ pray that you received o grest
blessing, as we did.

Some others whea shared in tha
alternoon meeting were the chair-
man of the Northern Lutheran Mis-
sion, which includes many Indian
missions in northern  Minnesota;
Mr. DeFloren Rude, who hos done
o lot in this work and really has
much interest in the Redby Mis-
sion and Indian people, belng the
principal of the Red Lake High
School at Red Lake, Minn, Another
we would like to thank espectally
i ¥r. Gilmore Karvold, who s
chalrman of this board al Redby,
Minn, Alsa, we were happy that M,
Olal Westrum, a former mission-
nry, was with us and now is serv.
ing on the mission board. We
migsed o coupls, Mr. and Mrs
Knute Jore, who have served many
years in this mission. We wish they
could have been with us,

We ware happy for the many In-
dizn friends who attended this fes-
tival, }

Yes, this has been o very frubt-
ful summes for us here at the mis-
sion and also working this summer
in Bible camps of Grace Lake near
Bemidji, Minn., and at Coopeérs-
tewn, M. Dok, The Lord has been
pood and again we must praise and
eive thanks to Him for His wonder-
ful love to us, Amd we pray that
the many young people who gave
their hearts and lives to Him will
gprow steadfast in His marvelous
love. Pray much for wa that our
waork may reach the lost

Mr., and Mrs. Verle Dwean,
misslonaries

Faith, Daniel and Troy
Redby Lutheran Mizsion

(Ed. Mote: Redby Lutheran Mis-
sion is nol 8 mesion of the AFLC,
but Mr. and Mrs, Dean and family
are members of our congregation
at Spicer, Minn.)
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LIFE—NEW LIFE

This month we join with millions of people around
the waorld In celebrating the 450th anniversary of the
Protestant Reformation. Lutherons in the United
States are using the theme “Life—New Life" for
thiz ohzervance.

It i=n'l as easy for Lutherans to commemorate
this great event as it was for our fathers to mark the
400th annfversary in 1917, There have been many
changes in the last 50 years and while some things
have been clarified in the rapid turn of events from
196267, some new confusions have arisen,

That a greater sense of amicability exists between
Roman Catholic and Protestant people today, no otie
can deny. Bui the very sense of friendliness among
individuals and churches only adds to the problem
In many ways because 50 many Important differ-
ences haven't changed at all and there is no reason
to think they will change, Therefore, unless radical
transformations occur within the RHoman Catholic
Church such as would alter her character complefely,
no one should be misled into thinking that there are
easy solutions to bridging the gap to rue Tfellowship,

That some will bridge the gap io their own =ai-
I=faction, we have no doubt It has already been done,
But [t hasn't been done on a Scriptural basis.

Having said that, let it be stated parenthetically
that there are attractive [(eatures to the  Roman
Catholic Church. For instance, we have read some
things in the Catholic press which we wish we had
read in Lutheran papers, Mevertheless, we still main-
tain that the doctrinal pulf between us is formidable.

It has been epcouraging to note SMe magazing
(Protestant) articles at thiz season of the véar which
speak of the Reformation as an event of truly history-
making importance. And that ig was. It is as difficalt
to think of the world withoul the Reformatlon as it
is o think of o world withoul music.

The Refarmation brought an upsurge in persopal
Christianity, 1t brought many into personal relation-
ship with God through Christ, Christianily was seen
tir be more than prescribed ritual, more than organi-
zation, Now it was understood by not a few that each
indivichual stands or falls by his own encounter with
God, or lack of it. Mew life was abroad in the world
and preat blessing came.

October 17, 1367

Mow today we talk aboutl sew [ife alsa. There is
need for new experiences, new reformation. When
some people talk sbout the need for new reformation
we don't know just what they have in mind, The
one we desire s one which renews the call for ex-
perienced Christinnity and holy living.

By experienced Christianity is meant the inner
conviction that one has passed from death to life
The circumstances will vary in individuels but the
resuli ls the same It is twofold: the peace of con-
stignce and fréesdom throogh commitment,

Holy living is the sesking of the things which are
above (Cal. 3:1). It i=s a ceaseless quest. It is not to
be confused with “other-worldliness.”  Somelimes
Christians go to an extreme in that direction and
lose their effectivensess among their fellowmen. Chris-
tiang are to witness also in the way they nct on
the bread-and-butter issues of life, But they are to
live holy lives, oo, in the zense of shunning the
appearances of evil, There 18 the nead for more of
this emphasis today.

Life—new fife, There has been a reformation.
There is the need for a new opg, one that is truly
Spirit-wrought. As we commemorate what Martin
Luther did 450 vesrs ago, bet us pray for fresh winds
of grace which will tronsform our present age [rom
one of confusion to one of purpose ancd power.

SIGN ON A CHURCH DOOR

On g door inside that Winnipeg church we men-
tlomed last Hime was @ sign which stated:
Pastor's Study

Praver Room

The door evidently led to two fonme, (he pasiors
office and o prayer room, but the thought ocoerred,
that ought to be true, that the pastor's study is a
praver room.

While Martin Luther may have prayed more the
busier he was, as the story goes, most of us pastors
perhaps cannol testfy (o the same In experience
Mavbe that holds true for some of the non-clerical
Christiams, L.

Time for priaver and the devotlonal life 5 easily
impinged upon, They are argas that can be neglecied
without becoming quickly evident to others, At leasi
wie Teel 5o

But maybe this is a bigger reason than we like to
think for the spiritial impotency of our day, A fail-
ing among both the clergy and the laity,

Technically, officially, we believe in prayer. Wa
are on record as fovoring it. We have done some
prayving. But to truly practice it is another thing,

Perhaps our studies, our homes, our schoolrooms,
our barns, our stores, our shops, our offices are just
that and do not deserve the added title *prayer rooms.”

Whoever sald thiz spoke truly when he said thai

[ it rairved e vt 6 |
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it is much easier to give a talk on prayer than it is
to have an effective prayer life, We fesl that keenly
ns we write. But can't we all agree that if we are
fo truly go forward, individually and united in God's
work, it must be through greater and more earnest
prayer effort? Let all who do pray encourage one
another in that direction. “Prayer changes things™

AN EVANGELIST RETIRES

Mo one who has been interested in evangelism
and the pietistic emphasis among Lutherans in Amer-
lea, particularly in the bodies of Scandinavian back-
ground, can help but be sorry to read of the retire-
ment of Dr. Oscar C. Honson as an evangelist in the
American Luthersn Church.

Perhaps no man in our part of the Lutheran world
is as loved and respected as he and no one single
man symbolizes the warm heart of concern for the sal-
vation of the lost as he does. To lose his services at
least in an official capacity prematurely due to health

reisons is a difficult thing. We can only pray that
in some ways his influence may still be felt for the
pood of the church,

The Lutheran Church needs his emphasis, his con-
cern, his devotion. Although Dr. Hanson will not ba
so actively participating in the foreflront of evanpe-
lism among us, vea, has not been able o for some
tima, may the Lord ralse up those who will take his
place, In a day when the churches do not always
give evidence of being clear ad to their goals, we
need those who by their convictiom hold before us
the chief purpos¢ of mll our work. namely, to bring
together the blessed Gospel of God's love in Christ
and needy souls,

A final word. We wish that his church council,
in thetr resolution of thanks to him and to the Lord,
had not only called for prayer for him personally,
but had also called upon the church to rededicate
herself to the type of ministry and concern which
Dr. Hanson so well ivpified. That would have been
in order.

DEAR CHRISTIANS,
ONE AND ALL, REJDICE!

Dear Christiens, one and all,
rejoica,

With exultation springing,

And, with unlted heari and woice

And holy capture singing,

Proclaim the wonders God hath
done,

How His right arm the victory won;

Right dearly it hath cost Him.

Fast bound in Satan's chains T lay,
Death brooded darkly o'er me,

Sin was my torment night and day,
In sin mv mother bore me;
Deeper and desper still 1 fell,

So firmly sin possessed me.

My pood works so imperfect were,
They had no power to ald me;
My will God's judgments could not
hear,
Yoa, prone to evil made me:
Grief drove me to despair, amd 1
Had nothing left me but (o die
To hell 1 fast was sinking.

Then God beheld my wretched
it

With deep commiseration;

He thought upon His mercy great,

And willed my soul’s salvation;

He wrped to me a Father's heart;

Mat small the cost! to heal my
smart,

He gave His best and dearest.
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He spoke to His beloved Son:
Tis time o take compassion:
Than go, bright Jews! of my crown,
And bring to man salvation;

From sin and sorrow get him fres,
Slay bitter death for him, that he
May live with Thee forever,

Tha Son obeyed Him cheerfully,

And born of virgin mother,

Came down upon the earth to me,

That He might be my brother:

His mighty power doth work un-
BE8fl,

He came in faghion poor and mean,

And took the Devil captive.

He sweetly said, Hold fast by me,
[ am thy rock and castle,

Thy ransom [ myself will be,
For thee [ strive and wrestle:

For | nm with thee, 1 am thine,
And evermore thou shalt be mine,
The foe shall not divide us,

The foe shall shed My precious
blood,

Me of my life bereaving;

All this T suffer for thy good,

Be steadfast and believing:

Life shall from death the wictory
win:

My innocence shall bear thy sin,

So art thou blest forever,

Mow to My Father I depart,

From earth to heaven ascending.
Thence heavenly wisdom to impart,
‘The Holy Spirit sending:

He shall in trouble comfort thee,
Teach thee o know and follow me,
And to the truth conduct thee.

What [ have done and taught,
teach thou,

My ways forsalee thou never;

So ghall my kinpdom flourish now,

And Godl be prolsed forever

Take heed lest men with base alloy

The heavenly treasure should de-
Sty

This counsel | bequeath thee,

Martin Luther, 1523
(from The Lutheran Hymnary)

GOID'S WORD IS OUR
GREAT HERITAGE

God's Word I8 our great heritage,
And shall be ours forever:

To spread its light from age to age
Shall be our chiel endeavor;
Through life it guides our way,
In death it is our stay;

Loed, prant while worlds énclure,
We keep its teachings pure,
Throughout all generations.

M.F.5. Grundtvig, 1817
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HARVEST TIME

Mrs, Russell Duncan
Fargo, North Dakota

Dwring the past few weeks in the
Midwest and particularly in our
aren, we were hoping for rain, The
farmers had cultivated and pre-
pared the soil, They had planted
their seed. They hoped for a har-
vest. But the ralns did not come.
Pastures became parched and many
cattle had to be sold, Many fields
of grain were wilting and hopes
for an abundant harvest dimin-
ihed, The farmer had done ol he
could 1o produce the haorvest, but
he lacked o very necessary ingredi-
ent—ruin. The needed showers had
not come. Man had done all he
could to produce an increase on his
sped, but without God's provision
of rainm there would be Ao increase,
“1I will cause the shower o come
down in his seagon; there shall be
showers of hlessing, and the tree
of the fleld shall wvield her fruit,
and the earth shall vield her in-
crease™ (Exel, 34:28, 27).

S0 it is with our working for a
harvest of souls, It is both owr duty
and our privilege as Christians to
tell the unsaved about our Lord
and Savior, Sometimes we feel that
our soul-winning efforts are of no
avail. Perhaps it is that at these
times we are depending on our own
streangth—on our own intelligence
and leaving God out of it It has
become too much what 1" am
doing. The “1"* has become too big,
I must decrease and God must in-
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crease, John said in John 3:30, If
we leave the increasing o God,
the soil will bring forth much fruit,

Thiz iz the time of the wvear
when our Sunday schools have be-
Bun 8 new term. Hers we have a
wonderful apportunity to plant the
seed and help nowrish the new and
tender plants. But only God can
give ifhe increase. Only God can
save; bui we must plant. "1 hawve
planted, Apollos watered, but God
gave the increase. So then nelther
ig he that planteth anything, neliher
he that watereth; but God who
giveéth the increasa™ (I Cor, 3:6, 7).

Where are the laborers for the
increase, the harvesi, that our Lord
hzs provided? “He that gathereth
in summer is a wise son, but he
that zlespeth in harvest is 8 son
thet couseth shama” (Prov. 10c5)
“Therefore said he unto them, the
harvest truly is great, but the la-
borérs are few; pray ye therefore
the Lord of the harvest, that he
would send forth laborers Into his
harvest™ (Luke 1003,

When the crops are ripe, the
farmer wastes no time in getting
his combines and his workers into
the field to harvesi, 1o gather in
the crop. The day of judgment is
called the harvest time for the
world, We must waste no time in
geiting workers inte the fields,
which are white and walting unto
harvest. We are the only hands God
has here on earth; we are the only
feet He has to go; we are the only
mouths He has to tell others.

The harvest is important, for

there are many references to har
vest in the Scriptures. [saiah 8:3
tells us, “Thou hast multiplied the
nation, and not increased the joy
they joy before thee according to
the joy in hervest. and as men e
joice when they divide the spail.”
The farmer is happy when he can
harvea) a bounteous cropd but how
much more joy there iz in heaven
over the harvest of even one soul
We read in John 4:35, "Sav not ye,
there are yet four months, and then
cometh harvest? Behold, 1 say unto
you, Lift wp your eyes, and look
an the fields; for they are whice
already to harvest ™ And “He which
soarath sparingly shall reap also
sparingly; and he which soweth
bountifully skall reap alss bountis
fully™ {II Cor. 9:6),

We must ell, we must lead, we
must pray, and we must wark for
thié harvest of souls while it is dow,
for the night cometh soon when no
man cian work, Conditions in owr
world indicate that our time in
which to work moy be short, We
pray that God may prepare many
hearts and that there may be a
bountiful harvest of souls.

50 GREAT A NEED
Royv Z. Hemp

What can [ tell them,

They who nesd o know?

Their questions need replies,

Mow | must go to other sources

50 1 can abtain the needed knowl-
edge

Which 1 must explain.

My children face a world

Both dark and strange,

But which entices them.

I must arrange for little hearts to
thrive,

For mindz to prow, but there is
much too much

[ do mot lenow.,

The sail ts fertile.

Planting must be done;

The senson's here,

The wark & scarce begun.

God, teach me how 13 puriure
temiler sepd

In all owr lives, there i S0 greal
a naad?
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A LETTER T THE CHURCHES

Without knowing all the facts and without having
discussed the matter with the Board of Publication
and Parish Education of which T am a member, 1
should like to comment on the gquestion of publish-
ing Sunday school materials in the Association of
Fres Lutheran Congregations. Sometimes there is
value In expressing opinlons before the facts “con-
Tuse."

I undersiand that there hos been a good denl of
dizcuzsion abput Sunday school materials this pasi
summer and the expression of the feeling thot now
is the time to do some publishing of our own material,
This 8 good because action often dogs not take place
until the people begin expressing their nesds vocally.

However, 1 sense one fallacy inm the current dis-
cussion. It s this that the gquestion of publishing
Sunday school materials lies first with the Co-ordinat-
ing Committee, It may indeed finally rest there, huat
first it lies with the Board of Publication and Parish
Education.

That &s, It is the HPPE which should nvestigate
the project and consull with the Co-ordinating Com-

mittee about whether it is feasible to po ghead or
not at that time or an the basis proposed. And, frankly,
this has not been done yel, So as a board we must
teks the major blame that nothing has been done yet.

But the BPPE is perhaps not willing to concede that
blame must be placed, for ©Wo reasons: one, the
project is 5o lorge that it has not wanted o sk inlo
it writhout o gréat deal of thought, préparation and
prayer; and two, our Department of Parish Education
is less than two years old and the time spent in boild-
ing an esplrl de corps amoang our parish education
peaple in the congregations has not been wasted and
what hos, in facl, arizsen now &8 o requesy for ac-
thods Frowm ke congregitions 15 a legibmate r.r:.l.l:g.l'l:l-'l.'u'lll
from thai

Do not think that the BPPE has not had the pos-
slhility of publishing Sunday school materials in mind,
It hos, und for a long time. Today that possibility
looks much more attainable. T am sure that our Board
will begin serious study of this matier at our ngsi
meeting (i, 14), so that by the time sou read this
some steps will have been taken. Do not lock for
any quickie results. This is o major undertaking and
it will iake time

[ rejoice in the interesy of the Women's Mis.
shonary Federathon n giving financial support to the
project. This tangible expression will spur us on to
come 1o grips now with that which we have had
belore us for quite some tme,

We will report 1o vou when we decide just whai
direction 0 lake

Sincerely in Him,
Rayniurd Huglen, Chulrman
Board of Publications and
Parigh Educatbon

MR, ANIM MRS, ALVIN GROTHE

T» RETURN FROM BRAZIL
DUE T HEALTH REASONS

Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Grothe and
family, missionarics to Brazil, are
returning to the United States this
minth on the advice of thelr dector,

Mo announcement has been mode
yei about their address in this
couniry nor when he will be pvail-
able for deputston work in the
churches of the Association

On Mov, 6, Mr. Grathe will meet
with the Mission Board and pros-
pective missionary candidaies io
discuas the wark in Brieil

Let us pray for new workers to
replace this family whom God in
Hizs wisdom has seen fit to eall
back (o America n the midst of
a preowing work, Pray, too, for the
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John Abel familv as they are left

alone in that work

WANTED
Capable woman o help care
for bedridden patient in farm

hiome.
Mirs, Peter Jacobsom
BHinford, M. Dok,

An atheist is a person who has
Ao Iavisible means of support

God has made sleep (o be w
sponge by which to rub out Tatigue,

Greal activity is not always a
sign af life A flsh is rarely so s
tive in the lake as he is for the first
few moments that he i5 in the boat

NOTICE

Oecasdonally, through an
arror in mailing, you may miss
an lssue or two of the Am-
bassador, When vou are cartain
thet you have missed an issue
and wour subscription is still in
force, plenss write our office
for the missing number and
it will be furnished free of
charge

Should you continue (o miss
copies of the Ambassador,
write and ask that an ingqulry
e made as to the reason.

Address all ingulries and re-
quests regarding subscriptions
and mailing toc

The Lutheran Ambassador

2110 E, Medicine Lake Blvd

Minneapolls, Minn, 55427

The Lutheran Ambassador



myself.” In other words, “As long as God gives me grace to be faithful
to him in preaching the truth [ am not concerned about criticism.”

It is almost as though we can hear Paul saying to the pastors: [ do
el attempl to appraise my own sérmons and services. | have no right
b say, well, 1 think 1 did pretty well today. People were really gripped
by my sermon. Such thoughts may simply be the pride of the old nature,
The Lord, who is the only one who can see and judge rightly, may have
looked upon it as a complete failure. There was too much of self in it
and too little room for the Holy Spirit to work, On another occasion
you were really discouraged, thinking it was just a waste of tme because
¥ou didn't get the message across; vou wereé s0 ashamed of yvourssif
that you wished you could have crept down into a hole and be gone
forever, Later on vou found out a sinner had been saved, and God'a
people had been edified, You see, it wasn't you at all, but it was the
work of the Holy Spirie

The Lord is the only one who can appraise sand judge things rightly.
So the Apostle warns the Corinthian Christians not to sit upon the
judgment seat. That is not their place, Therefore judge not before time.
What time? The time when the Lord shall come, He will not judge after
the outward appearance. He will bring to light the hidden things of
darkness, and will make manifest the very counsels of the hearts. They
werd not in a pasition to do that. He will distinguish between gold, silver,
precions stones and wood, hiay and stubble. Yes, He will defect the
hidden envy, jealousy and pride and bring it out in the light. Perhaps
many & sermon that sounded very beautiful, that was almost perfect
a5 a piece of oratory, will land in the Lord's wastebasket and go up
in smoke at the Judgment Seat of Christ

“Then shall every man have praise of God" (vs 5)—and how dif-
ferent it will be from the praise of man!

November 1867

Read 1 Corinthians 4:1-5,

This lesson concerns pastors.

In the last part of the preceding chapter Paul emphasized that
pastors are gifts from the Lord to the church. Some of the members In
the Corinthian church had been saying, "We are of Paul, we are of Apol-
los, we are of Cephas.' The Apostle then asked them, Why will you
be 5o niggardly in regard to the things you claim as vours®

“All things are yours" whether Paul, or Apollos or Cephas or any
of the other witnesses; they are all gifts from God to you, Why be
satisfied with one when you can have all?

In these first five verses of the 4th chapier, the Apostle is appealing
to each one to evaluate these gifts the right way. He tells us how we
should Iook upon them, and what we should consider them to be

What should we, according to the first verse, consider God-called,
God-equipped, and God-sent pastors to be? ... ... .. .o



Has he referred to this before?

being a “minister of Christ"?
1 balievwe it means o be a servant under divine authority, under the
autherity of the almighty Savier, Not first of all a minister of the
church but af Christ, a minister under Hig direction. A pastor is to do
what Christ tells him,

....... . (320). What is involved in

What else are true pastors to be according to the first verse? ||

.......................... PR TP | -
first phraze, “ministers of C‘.hrl!l.. demands rnupﬂn:lhl]!ty, the setomnd
phrase does still more. [t specifies the work to which they are commitbed,
and for which they are reaponsible

“Stewards of the mysteries of God."

What are the myilerles of God? They are many. Shall we mention
n Few?™

What does Paul call a mystery of God in Ephesians 6:18% ... ...,

Most people can understand the law and the demandz of the law,
but the most clever human mind cannat discover the Gaspel, It has to
be revealed by the Holy Spiric

What is the mystery of the Gospel? It is that marvelous truth “that
God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their
irespasses unto them" (11 Cor. 5:19). The truth that Christ died upon the
crosg to put away our sing by the sacrifice of Himself; that having been
delivered for our offenses, He has been raised again for our justification:
pnd now sends the good news out into the whole world that he who
“helieveih in him shall nog perish, but kave everlasting life."

This is the great myvstery of the Gospel, hid to the wise and prudent,
but revealed unto babes,

What mystery is the apostle (elling us about in I Timothy 3167 .., ..

P . The mystery of incarpation, God and man here on
earth in one persan, This is o concept beyond human intelligence,

And what sbout Ephesians 5:337 A P et
The mystery of Christ and His church. "This is a préat mystery: hm
I speak concerning Christ and the church.” The apostle is here speaking
about the church as the body of Chrise, Christ being the hesd. He is
also comparing the relationship between Christ and the church to mar-
riage relationship, Linked with this i the mystery that the Gentiles
should he fellow-heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his
privmise in Christ by the Gospel (Eph, 3:3=8),

Also in conmection with this we have the mystery of the raplure
(I Cor. 15:51. 52). Read this and discuss.

These are just a few of God's great mysteries. All pastors are called
to be stewards of the mysteries of God. They are to feed the church
of God, which He has purchased with His own blood (Acts 20:37, 28),
They are to declare all the counsel of God, “Blessed is that servant,

whom his Lord when he cometh shall find so deing” (Luke 1343},
They are not only called to be stewards, but what does it say in

the zecond verse of our lesson? . . .........

What solemn and wonderful revelatlon this is of the Christian
minisiry! As servants of Christ, and the stewards of the mysteries of
God, we are 1o fake the unsearchable riches that lie in the great mystery
aof podliness, and bring them owt of our treasure-house and make them
known to the church, We are 10 feed the flock of God. God's people
are hungry today, They are on the verge of starving o death, In many
churches they are getting stones instead of bread (Matl. 7:9),

If pastors are falthful in telling people the truth both privately and
publicly, they will be epen to criticism, like Paul was These Corinthlans
appreciated eloguence, omatory, and other special gifts and some sald
of Paul, “his letters, ., are weighty and powerful; but his bodily pres-
ance 5 weak, and his speech contemptible’ (11 Cor, 1100, This criticism
didn't seem to bother the Apostle. He says, "Wilh me it is a very simall
thing that [ should be judged of you, or any others, 1 do ot even asdge



Chwith neor
Part 1
Raymard Huglen

Bergen

Famialr 5Spes Beigen

In addition to having a beautiful
natural setting along the {jords,
Hergen ia wvery Inberesting and
guaint. The city iz nearly 800 vears
old and contains some buildings
that areé many centuries obd,

The aoldest building is S, Mary's
Church (Miriakirkeny, built ta the
twelfth century. It has ornate deco-
ration and the pulpit is on the side
of the auditorium or nave, as it is
in Mykirken, The latter has high-
walled boxes for famdlies, much
like they must have used In some
of the early Amencan churches. In
Johannes Church one can see the
same altar painting of Christ stamd-
ing in prayer (Mark 1:35) as was
found in the ald Trnity Church in
Minneapalis. [ do nod kmow who the
paintér was, bt thie pictiee ks eon-
sidered one of the most beawliful
altar paintings.

Bergenn has a number of mu-
seums and an aquariom, 1 have
nat travelled enough to make com-
parisons, but T found thase [ vigited
interesting. The Museum of MNat-
ural History has a larpe ook
display, Some stones are so mag-
nificent that one s tempted to
think they are not real. Truth ls
indeed siranger than fiction and
God's handivwoark amazing. The mu-
seum also has nn excellent display
of stuffed animals and birds. Al-
most every known type |5 to be
found, Mot stuffed, but most im-

Ociober 17, 86T

MY TRIP TO NORWAY AND
OTHER EUROPEAN COUNTRIES

pressive (o me, was the skeloton of
a blue whale measuring over TH
Teet in length. What an impressive
sight it must be to see such a ginnt
creature In action. Oh wves the
museum hag the lasi Lofoten horse
maounted and among ifs exhibits
The horse was quite small and all
whide

Every visitor to Berpen calls at
the home of Edvard Grieg, Nor-
wioy's best known composer, He
write the “Peer xvnt Suie”™ WNol
by com one see his home, bul sl
the cotinpe or hytte where he did
much of his work, down by MNor-
daas Lake, and the borial place of
Gricg and his wife, Nina. Thelr
ashes are buried in the fare of a
sone wall ar ¢liff, The spol, near
hig haome iz more accessible than 1
had hoen led to believe from my
reading. Someone said that Grieg
chose this burial place because it
is the lasi place the sun would
strike helore setling each day,

Mearby is the Fantoft Stave
Church which Is 800 years old. The
stave churches are so  different
from anvthing we have in America,
They are 20 amall, though high, and
dark. You can imaging my surpeise
when in the shadows of this one [
spied a Tamiliar face, that of Pastar
Donald Ronning of Fargo, M. Dak
He and his wife were with a tour
group and so we could not visit
long, bod it was pice [0 S8 Some-
amne Froim horme

One day we ook the Tunicular
to the Fldien,
& funicular iz a cable car and this
one ran along the ground as it trase-

loskout on Mount

elled wp the steep incline, The
view from the top was marvelous.
The sun was nhininp and thal was
fortunate because clowdy weather
gid raim are frequent in Bergen.

The fish many
tourists and shoppers, Located by
the city's main wharf. in the mom-
ing it Is filled with many fish
stands where one may buy a great
variety of fish, And there are fruit
stands and MNower stands and noy
elty booths, The activity is brisk
but pround noon the shops are all
closed up, carted away and all de-
biris elear up.

market  draws

Chrii |:|.1],-' fand I was inm Bergen
three different times) | came upon
a preat three-masted sailing ship,
although the sails were not on, [
later learned that it is only o train-
ing ship for sallors, but it never-
theless gave an Idea of what grand
gighte these ships must have boen
on the seaz, Modern advances hawve
done away with some of the past's
romance, to be sure

Bergen has narrow, hilly sireeis
Some streets do nol permil (wo
cnrs to meet each other, Some =ida-
walks do not allow two people to
pass. Homes in the oblder sections
are built one against another, Some
houses have no yards at all. But
evervihing is very clean and or-
derly. There are no slums in Ber-
gen, Uptown there are few stop
and go (venf ag paa)d lights and
pedestrinns walk where they will
But the number of automoblles is
increasing in Bergen amd the time
will come when the traffic will
have to be regulated much more
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than it is now. Streets ond roads
will have to be widened and more
parking provided Therefore, il one
wishes to =see not only the old
Berpgen but the old Morway, too, he
had better go soon. For the work
Morway must do o provide for the
almighiy autemobile is tremendous
and she will lose something of her
glamor in the process,

A Visit With Lell Michelsen

Ome evening im Bergen 1 had
lunch with Mr, Leif Michelsen who
has recently  been  involved in
Christian student work In that clty.
Wie met in Hotal Scandin which is
aoperated by the Santal Mission, Mr,
Michelsen briefed me on the
church set-up in his country, par-
thealarly eoncerning the inner mis-
gion and foreign mission societies,
He tokd me that after o year's study
he will teach in a religious aca-
demy in Bergen which will instruct
public school teachers who are to
tench religion courses. The univer-
sities  will alss provide such
instruction, but some of the mis-
gion people in Noarway do not want
to leave the job just to the uni-
versities, Those who are backing
the now academy hope that the
povernment  will recopnize (ts
trainees as qualified to teach the
courses as well os the university-
trafned ones. I found Mr. Michel-
sen o be both scholarly and
warm-hearted and was glad for
the opportunity (o visit with him,

The Trip to Huglo

On my fourth day in Moreay my
cousin Arne and his family came
to take me to Huplo, the small
island where my father was born
and raised. And to show how times
have changed, we would be trav-
elling part way by car through the
help of a ferry between Halhjem
and Vaage. Arme had just purchiased
the car, o Volkswagen, his first,
several weeks before. We drove
through completely beautiful coun-
try, coming at last to Flakkavoag
on Tysnes lsland,

We were there a while and dur-
ing our stop cutside the Hitle eoun-
iry store, | saw two young teen-npe
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girls swimming in the =sea water
some distence awsy. The amusing
part was that at the same time |
was leeling a hit chilly even with
a sweater under my sult coat and
o “rain or shine” coat on top of
that, In my whole month in Nor-
way there was at best one day on
which [ might have been induced
to po swimming. That day, In
Mesbwven, the thermometer showed
75 degrees. The summer, then, was
not warm, but one gets used o
cooler weather and more min so
that he more or less lenrns 1o &x-
pact it

Arrival at Hugle

The last part of the trip to Huglo
was aeoomplished by means of a
motor laumch  driven by another
cousin, Beinert, who had come 1o
meet us Although he 5 a farmer,
he also operates a boat-building
business together with a brother,
Bjarne. Norweginn farmers are find-
ing that their zmall plots of land
do mot produce sufficient income
for their families and so it = com-
mon that a man has two jobs. For
instance, another cousin 8 in
charge of mainiaining the several
milez of roads on Huglo, in addi
than (o Farming, while still another
is postmaster-farmer,

I watched eagerly through the
spattering of raindrops as we ap-
proached the igland, Here was a
settlement of homes on o relative-
by low stretch of tillable land, To
the laft lay some rmock hills or
mountains. This was Hoglo, and as
we docked at the bont shop and
walked up the pentle slope jownrd
the home place 1 thought of how
Father had wallked there in joy on
his anly trip back, and that in 1921,
And also of how he had twice
walked the other way with a much
heEavier haprt

Once at the crest of the gradual
hill T saw the house 1 had seen
on pictures. The Morsegian Tlag
was flying from the tall flag pole,
as 50 many Morwegian homes have,
and 1 Iater learmed that the flag
had been raised that day in my
honar. Te the left stood the barn
or foave. After entering the house

Fother's boyhnad home ca Huglo lsland

which Father had lived in for sev-
eral years as a boy, 1 was seizad
by a great wave of emotion and
could not speak for several min-
ies,

The house has undérgone some
changes over the yvéars, but in the
vestibule and upsiairs hallway one
could see the original wide bhoard
flooring and wall planking. The
room where Grandfather spent his
lnst years was pointed out. And in
what is called the “new room" be-
cause new materisl was used to
Bulld it, Uncle Andreas, who was
married (o my aunt, now lves. He
spent a number of years in Amer-
icn on several occasions ond was
anxious to try his English out on *
me, While he could speak that
quite well, he had some (Foubla at
first understanding the English I
spoke,

After dinner at noon (although
middag can be served almost any
time n the afterncon}, sévernl of
us walked out io the cemetery. We
wialleed past the house where Aunt
Valborg had lived amd cousln
Johannes F. lives now, past the
birch and older trees, and the hol-
ly tree with its prickly leaves, and
came at last to o quiet, peaceful
spot where the earthly remaing of
Huglo's departed lie. The first
grave pointed out was that of Aunt
Anna. She had died as a young
mother two years before my fa-
ther's visit and lefy foor small chil-
dreti. Then the praves of my
grandparents, two more aunts and
A cousin, Only Aunt Sigrid, whose
grave | had seen in Mellemdal in
Bergen, was noi resting hera and

[Comitmusd an poge 1]
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CHURCH-WORLD NEWS

MILWALUKEE LUTHERANS BACK
MOVES FOR OPEN HOUSING

Milwaukse (LC)—Lawlul demon-
gtratlons for open housing have
been endorsed here i newspaper
adverilzements signed by local jur-
isdictional leaders of this country's
threes major Lutheran church baod-
ies,
The half-page advertisements ap-
peared in the Milwaukee Journal
and Milwnukee Sentinel in imd-
September.

Signing the ads were the presi-
dents of local jurisdictional units
of the Lutheéran Church In America,
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Syn-
od, and the Ameérican Lutheran
Chiirebi,

The three wera,Dr. Theodors E,
Matson of the LCA Wisconsin=LIp-
per Michigan Symod, the Rev. Hu-
ber W, Baxmann of the South Wis-
consin District of the LC-MS, and
the Rev, Myrom ©, Austinson of
the ALC Southern Wisconsin Dis-
trick

Agrecing jointly in their official
capacities, the churchmen pledged
“rg do all in our power to lead all
Lutheran citizens of Milwoukes 1o
acknowledge and to act in accord
with these affirmations.”

HOLLAND LUTHERANS SEER
WAY TO REACH INACTIVE
MEMBERS

Ede, Metherlands (LWEFi—Grow-
ing concern ovér the need for mew
patterns of church life to reach
“Christians outside the church"
was evident here at a first planning
meeting for the next “Lutheran
Church Day" in the Netherlands.

It was agreed that the event, set
for April 20, will be almed primar-
ily at contacting those persons In-
terested in religion but who do not
attend church, and particularly the
inactive segment of the 55-million
membar Lutheran denomination In
the Metherlnnds.

Octobier 17, 1967

During the preparatory confer-
ence, Dr. 5, E, Hal aof Enkhulzen
described o church of the future
which "will not meel in a hig ca-
thedral but in meeting halls, factory
canteens and camp grounds—
where the clergy will not dominate
congregational life but will be
members of teams of active lay-
men."”

REFUGEES DEMIED
REENTRY TO JERUSALEM

Mew York—Upon his recent im-
migration to the United Stales after
being provented from returning to
his home in Jerusalem, Vartan Sa-
hagian, executive secretary of the
Bible Society in Jordan, expressed
deep concern over evenis In the
Middle East,

“Christians accounted for only
seven percent of the population and
this figure is declining due to mass
migrations to Canada, Ausiralia
gnd the United States," he said in
conferring at American Bible So-
ciety headquarters, 1865 Broadway,
this week with the Rev. John I
Erickson, ABS secretary for Asia.

Mr. Sahagian and his wife and
their infant dsughter were visiting
refatives in Amman when hostili-
ties broke out the day before the
family planned to return home to
Jerusalem, On several octasions
since (hen the Sohapions have at-
tempted to return to Israeli-held
Jerusalem, but readmission has
been refused them at border points
despite their International Red
Cross applications,

There now are some 250,000
relugees in the East Bank of Jor-
dan from presently held Israeli ter-
ritory, with about 170,000 of thess
having been given validoted Intec-
national Red Cross applications for
reentry, Mr. Sanhagian said. He
added that only 14,000 to 20,000
rofugees have been allowed re-
admission and that no former resi-

dents have been peérmitted to
return to Jerusalem,

An elder of the Church of the
Brethren, Mr. Sshagisn ond his
family are vigiting relatives in Bos-
ton until he relocates himself in
this country,

The nonprofit American Bible
Society is an imternationsl organt-
zation devoted solely to translating,
publishing and distributing Scrip-
tures without theological note of
commment,

LUTHERAN CHAPLAINS TOLD
TODAY'S TASK 1S GREATER

Washingion, D.C, (LCl=An All
Lutheran Chaplain Convocation
was told here late in September
that military chaplains face a great-
er tosk than éver before because
of incrensed “emotional  turbu-
lence” among many of the men
they serve,

Addressing the thres-day session
was Congressman Thomas 5.
Kleppe (R-M.IL), a member of the
American Lutheran Church, The
convocation wos the first to be held
in this country under the auspices
of the Lutheran Council in the
LISA.

The chaplains were told that, in
addition to the wsual problems con-
pected with military service, "many
in the armed forces are disturbed
by conditions within the United
Siates such as roce riods, crime,
and critical issues.”

“The Gl needs someone (o talk
to,” the congressman said, “and
many servicemen, especially those
bound for Vietnam, will turn o
thetr chaplain for help regarding
spiritual as well as a whaleé armay
of retated problems.”

DR, KOVAC RE-ELECTED
AS PRESIDENT OF SELC

Parma, Ohio (LC}—Dr. John Ko-
vac of 51 Louis was re-plected to
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a third two-vear lerm as president
of the Synod of Evangelical Lu-
theran Churches (Slovak Church)
at the Synod's 42nd biennial con-
ventiom here.

The B8%-year-old clergyman, in ad-
dition to his duties as the chiefl
executive of the 3 464-member
ehurch 'hu:lju'. ql:bn Serves az paglor
of S Lueag Lutheran church in 5t
Louis,

Delegates, in an effort to help
relieve the president of increasing
administrative tasks, also adopted
a resolution calling for the estab-
lishment of a full-time office of

afminkstrative assistant o the it all ; w e I
i - —
president, [To be continuecd] —§ E i i
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MY TRIF TO NORWAY AND
EUROPE

[Carfirred froem prge 14

we spoke of how heor earthly tab-
ernacle ought 1o have been placed
here. Here on home ground  and
with the massive ridge of Stord
Island riging o8 o backdrop to the
wesk.

Then we walked hock 1o Rein-
ert's house where Aunt Barbro had
lived. For over a week | was to
headguarter in this lowvely, peace-
ful spot, walk the childhood paihs
of my father, meel many relatives
and learn ag much as 1 could about
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