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~ \ According to tlte Word 
BLESSED ARE THE MEEK 

Matthew 5:5 

"Blessed are the meek, for they 
shall inherit the earth," says Jesus. 
But if we were to ask the world, 
I am sure the world would answer 
back and say, "Blessed are the 
strong, who can hold their own." If 
you want to be someone or some
thing, gai n honor or power, obtain 
material riches, then you must be 
s trong and a go-getter. You must 
take every opportunity to advance 
toward your goal. Match your in
telligence and power against the 
other fellow. If he has to step aside 
for you, that is his misfortune. 
And so some folk advance over 
others though they often leave 
hardships and misery behind them. 

But in contrast to such actions, 
Jesus comes and tells us that the 
meek shall inherit the earth ; by 
earth He means temporal blessings 
in this world. Who are the meek? 
We usually think of those folk who 
have a kind, loving attitude toward 
those who wrong or harm them. 
However, the meaning goes much 
deeper than that. It also refers to 
our attitude toward God. The meek 
are those who quietly subm it them
selves to God , to His Word, to 
His rod, to His will and di rections. 

When God sends sorrows or 
hardships, we wi!! not despair. 
When He gives us blessings, we 
will humbl y thank Him, knowing 
that He does this simply out of His 

goodness and mercy, without any 
merit or worthiness in us. When 
He commands, we will be glad to 
obey. True meekness lays hold on 
the sovereign will of God and our 
delight will be in conforming as 
perfectly as possible to that will. 
It certainly is true that once we 
have become meek before God we 
wi ll be meek in regard to our fel
lowmen. We will be mild, gentle 
and patient. We will not have that 
"get even" attitude when wronged 
or abused; we will show no resent
ment; we will not threaten or 
avenge ourselves. 

Many will say, "that isn't easy 
to do," and I agree, because we 
are too anxious to return evil for 
evil instead of good for evil. But 
the more we become meek before 
God, the more we wi ll become like 
Jesus. And the more we become 
like Jesus, the easier it wi ll be for 
us to remain meek. His love in our 
hearts will drive out the bitter, the 
wild, and the violent. Hi s grace will 
be sufficient for us even when our 
endurance is tested to the ut
most. 

"Blessed are the meek; for they 
shall inherit the earth." Here is a 
promise in the New Testament for 
blessings in this world. In reading 
Psalm 37, it doesn't mean that they 
shall have much earth; that is, to 
gain all the riches possible and 
forget about the heavenly. It seems 
to me that the world in outward 
possession belongs to the strong 

men-men of force. push and am
bition. You know if you want to 
get through a large crowd, make 
your elbows sharp as a sword, and 
bring your feet heavily down upon 
your neighbors and you will cer
tainly make a road through the 
crowd. However, the meek man on 
the edge of the crowd will not 
take that fo rceful push. Psalm 37 
tells llS there isn't much inheriting 
of this earth for the wicked. 

For the meek, they have lasting 
gifts. It will always be true that 
"a little that a righteous man hath 
is better than the riches of many 
wicked," for his little is with God's 
blessings, and their much with 
God's curse. Meekness has a real 
tendency to promote our health, 
wealth, comfort and safety, even 
in this world. But there is a peace
fulness in the heart which comes 
from knowing we are following 
God's will, and we know blessings 
abound with those who are God's. 

To the meek, let this beatitude 
be a word of comfort and encour
agement. Jesus tells you that you 
should be patient. When the wick
ed grow haughty and appear 
mighty and great, you may suffer, 
but the divine blessing constantly 
follows you also in this life and 
in this earth. Meekness is the great
est power in this earth. Meekness 
overcomes, and he that overcometh 
shall inherit all things. 

-G. H. Spletstoeser 
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The third in a series of 
Reformation articles 

Dr. Iver Olson 

T HE first principie of the Ref
ormation was "Scripture 

Alone." After studying the Scrip' 
tures, the Reformers rediscovered 
tha t the main practica l teaching of 
the Bible is "Justifi cation by Fa ith 
Alone." 

This one simply assumed as a 
past fact that Christ's mediatorial 
activity was sufficient to cover all 
man's sin . Proceeding from the 
second principle they concluded 
that there is a third principle which 
is very important, and was conse
quently listed by them as the third 
principle of the Reformation; this 
was the "Universal Priesthood of 
Believers." Putting it more plainly, 
we could say that this principle 
simply means the elimi nat ion of 
the midd le-man in matters of reli· 
gion. 

There is only one mediator be· 
tween God and man, the Man
Jesus Christ. His main function as 
a priest was to make sufficient 
sacr ifice for sin. This He did to 
perfection, so that there is no fur
ther need for additional sacri fi ces. 
The Old Testament period was over 
the moment He cried the last word 
from the cross: "It is finished." 

While God had instituted sacri· 
fices as a part of religious worship 
in the Old Testament, He amply 
indicates tha t these were insuffi· 
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The Universal Priesthood 
of Believers 

cient to atone for sin. Therefore, 
the Son of God was born as the 
Son of Man who became the Lamb 
of God " that taketh away the sins 
of the world." The old sacrifices 
were prophetic in nature, index 
fingers pointing forward in time to 
the Lamb which God would pro
vide. 

This truth was suff iciently well 
understood and believed by the 
early Christians. They proclaimed 
the gospel of a finished salvation. 
But as time went on, and years 
became centuries, this plain teach· 
ing was encrusted by many a 
teaching which came from else· 
where than the Scripture. It seemed 
to many that the priest and preach · 
er held a place nearer to God than 
the ordinary people did. As time 
went on th is person was exalted to 
be a mediator between man and 
Jesus Christ. No ord inary person 
ought to think so high ly of himself 
that he was good enough to ap
proach the Savior directly; he is 
far too removed from Him for that. 
H made more sense to ask a priest 
to intercede for him. So the priest· 
hood became a class apart from 
the rest of the people. 

Besides the priests who served in 
parishes, there were other people 
who in this sense belonged to the 
priestly class; they were the mem
bers of the religious orders which 
had come into existence-the 
monks, as we know them. The par
ish priest was called a secular 
priest beca use he served out in the 

world of sinful men; the monk had 
withdrawn from the world and was 
ca lled a regu lar priest because he 
lived according to the rules and 
regulations of his Order. Both of 
these classes of priests could inter· 
cede for men with Christ. 

In addition to these there were 
the saints who had died. If these 
were found to have been unusually 
holy during life, they went di rectly 
to heaven when they died and be· 
came intercessors there . Now there 
were two steps between the ordi· 
nary man and Christ. The priest 
would intercede between man and 
a saint ; the sai nt wou ld then take 
up the matter with Christ. Mary 
was a supreme one among the 
saints. If one could get her atten
tion, and she interceded with her 
Son, the prayer would surely 'ce 
answered. But one might need th e 
good offi ces of another saint to 
gain the ear of Mary; and now 
there were three steps between the 
ordina ry man and Christ. 

Thus the matter stood in the 
early 1500's. Man could not ap· 
proach the Savior directly. He had 
to follow the prescribed steps and 
seek God through the regu lar 
channels. 

Not on ly cou ld no average man 
approach God, but God did not ap· 
proach man directly; He made use 
of the same chan nels as were pre· 
scribed for man in approaching 
God. The church became a medi· 
ator between man and God. The 
most important person in the 
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church was its head; he was the 
vicar of Chri st on earth. He made 
the church: where the pope is, 
there is the church. He created 
th e clergy through the sacrament 
of ordination. So there was this 
body on earth which through its 
action could "make" other Chris
tia ns; these were added to the 
church, albeit they were a step 
lower than the clergy. The ch urch 
recreated itself by adding members 
to its body. The church "saved" 
people, and in so doi ng became a 
sort of salvation body. 

The Protestan ts concluded, out 
from Scripture, that the individual 
Christians make the church, and 
not vice versa . Each individual 
could read the Word of God and 
hear the Gospel. He cou ld pray di
rectly to God without going 
through the media of the church 
and clergy. When he hears or 
reads the Word of God, and in 
penitence and faith prays to Him, 
he is saved. God adds him to the 
Chu rch. No human middle-man ac
tivity is necessa ry; man can deal 
with God directly in the matter of 
salvation. 

Not only is the individual a pr iest 
to and for himself in having direct 
access to God, but he is a priest 
to his fe llowmen. Each Christian is 
a priest to his neighbor. Only from 
this point of view can we under· 
stand Luther 's words, " r am a little 
Christ to my neighbor." People 
should be able to see Christ in 
every person who believes in 
Christ. A Christian may be a bet
ter or poorer priest to his neigh
bor, but a priest he is nonetheless. 
He is to minister to his neighbor 
in spiritual need; this is a respon
sibi lity he cannot delegate to an
other. The Kingdom of God is a 
kingdom of priests. Every Christian 
is a lay priest; but God does not 
have the word "lay" in His vocab
ulary. To Him the children of God 
are priests as truly as Aaron was. 

Because every Christian is a 
priest, all of his good works are 
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holy works. The housewife who 
works over the s tove is perform. 
ing as holy a work as a priest 
who officiates before the al tar. At 
the kitchen sink a Christian woman 
conducts divine services three 
t imes a day. A Christian farmer 
who plows his fie ld is in this very 
work worsh ipping God. He is do
ing holy work, because he is a 
priest of the most high God. After 
all , worship is really workship. 
That which is not of faith is sin, 
and everything wh ich is done in 
faith by believing men and women 
is holy work. 

Here is an inspiring and edifying 
heritage wh ich we have from the 
Reformation. There are neither 
menia l servants nor menia l tasks 
in the Ki ngdom of God, for 
all are kings and priests before 
Him; all the work they do is holy 
work . Let us a ll remember this 
truth from Scripture, especiall y at 
those times when we are tempted 
to think that our work is so dreary 
a l1d meaningless. Right in our dai ly 
occupa tions we are serving God . 

FALL FESTIVAL HELD AT 
REDBY INDIAN MISSION 

"For every one that asketh reo 
ceiveth; and he that seeketh find· 
eth; and to him that knocketh it 
shaH be opened" (Luke ll: IO). 

Ou r Fall Festival was held at the 
Redby Lutheran Mission on Sun
day, Sept. 17. We can truly say that 
the verse we have just read from 
Luke was fu lfilled at our festiva l 
this fal l. We were blessed by many 
people coming up here in the north
ern woods to visit us and ou r In
dian fr iends. This was a great joy 
to us and we wou ld like to give 
thanks to the many pastors who 
came. These were Pastor Morris 
Eggen from Spicer, Minn., wh o 
gave a very heart-stirring message 
in the afternoon; Pastor Gene Sund
by of Newfolden, Minn., a former 
missionary here and who led in 

Scripture readi ng and prayer; Pas· 
tor Hubert DeBoer of Fosston, 
Minn.; Pastor Melvin Walla of 
Thief River Fa ll s, and other pas
tors and laymen and their fami
lies. We would like to take this 
time to thank you from our hearts 
and I pray that you received a great 
blessing, as we did. 

Some others who shared in the 
afternoon meeting were the chair
man of the Northern Lutheran Mis· 
sion, which includes many Indian 
missions in northern Minnesota; 
Mr. DeFloren Rude, who has done 
a lot in th is work and really has 
much interest in the Redby Mis
s ion and Indian people, being the 
principal of the Red Lake High 
School at Red Lake, Minn. Another 
we would like to thank especially 
is Mr. Gilmore Karvold, who is 
chairman of this board a t Redby, 
Minn. Also, we were happy that Mr. 
Olai Westrum, a former mission
ary, was with us and now is serv
ing on the mission board. We 
missed a couple. Mr. and Mrs. 
Knute Jore, who have served many 
years in this mission. We wish they 
could have been with us. 

We were happy for the many In
dian friends who attended this fes
tival . 

Yes, this has been a very fruit· 
ful su mmer for us here at the mis
sion and also working this summer 
in Bible camps at Grace Lake near 
Bemidj i, Mi nn ., and at Coopers
town, N. Oak. The Lord has been 
goOd and aga in we must praise and 
give thanks to Him for His wonder
fu l love to us. And we pray that 
fhe many young people who gave 
their hearts and lives to Him wi ll 
grow steadfast in His marvelous 
love. Pray much for us that our 
work may reach the lost. 

Mr. and Mrs. Verle Dean, 
missionaries 
Faith, Daniel and Troy 
Redby Lu th eran Mission 

(Ed. Note: Redby Lu th eran Mis
sion is not a mission of the AFLC, 
but Mr. and Mrs. Dean and family 
are members of our congregation 
at Spicer, Minn.) 
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EDITORIALS 
LIFE-NEW LIFE 

This month w e join with millions of people around 
the world in celebrating the 450th anniversary of the 
Protestant Reformation. Lutherans in the United 
States are using the theme "Life-New Life" for 
this observance. 

It isn't as easy for Lutherans to commemorate 
this great event as it was for our fathers to mark the 
4001h anniversary in 1917. There have been many 
changes in the last 50 years a nd while some things 
have been clarified in the rapid turn of events from 
1962-67, some new confusions have arisen. 

That a greater sense of amicability exists between 
Roman Catholic and Protestant people tOday, no one 
can deny. But the very sense of friendliness among 
individuals and churches only adds to the problem 
in many ways because so many important differ
ences haven't changed at all and there is no reason 
to think they will change . Therefore, unless radical 
transformations occur within the Roman Catholic 
Church such as would alter her character completely, 
no one should be misled into thinking that there are 
easy solutions to bridging the gap to ' :,ue fellowship. 

That some will bridge the gap to their own sat
isfaction, we have no doubt. It has already been done. 
But it hasn't been done on a Scriptural basis . 

Having said that, let it be stated parenthetically 
that there are attractive features to the Roman 
Catholic Church. For instance, we have read some 
things in the Catholic press which we wish we had 
read in Lutheran papers. Nevertheless, we still main
tain that the doctrinal gul f between us is formidable. 

It has been encouraging to note some magazine 
(Protestant) articles at this season of the year which 

speak of the Reformation as a n event of truly history
making importance. And that it was. It is as difficult 
to think of the world without the Reformation as it 
is to think of a world without music . 

The Reformation brought an upsurge in personal 
Christianity. It brought many into personal relation
ship with God through Christ. Christianity was seen 
to be more than prescribed ritual, more than organi
zation. Now it was understood by not a few that each 
individual stands or falls by his own encounter with 
God, or lack of it. New life was abroad in the world 
and great blessing came. 
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Now today we talk about new life also. There is 
need for new experiences, new reformation. When 
some people talk about the need for new reformation 
we don't know just what they have in mind. The 
one we desire is one which renews the call for ex
perienced Christianity and holy living. 

By experienced Christianity is meant the inner 
conviction that one has passed from death to life. 
The circumstances wiII vary in individuals but the 
result is the same. It is twofold: the peace of con
science and freedom through commitment. 

Holy living is the seeking of the things which are 
above (Col. 3: l) . It is a ceaseless quest. It is not to 
be confused with "other-worldliness ." Sometimes 
Christians go to an ex treme in that direction and 
lose their effectiveness among their fellowmen. Chris
tians are to witness also in the way they act on 
the bread-and-butter issues of life. But they are to 
live holy lives, too, in the sense of shunning the 
appearances of evil. There is the need for more of 
this emphasis today. 

Life-new life. There has been a reformation. 
There is the need for a new one, one that is truly 
Spirit-wrought. As we commemorate what Martin 
Luther did 450 ye8fs ago, let us pray for fresh winds 
of grace which will transform our present age from 
one of confusion to one of purpose and power. 

SIGN ON A CHURCH DOOR 

On a door inside that Winnipeg church we men
tioned last time was a sign which stated~ 

Pastor's Study 

Prayer Room 

The door evidently led to two rooms, the pastor's 
office and a prayer room, but the thought occurred, 
that ought to be true. that the pastor's study is a 
prayer room. 

While Martin Luther may have prayed more the 
busier he was, as the story goes, most of us pastors 
perhaps cannot testify to the same in experience. 
Maybe that holds true for some of the non-clerical 
Christians, too. 

Time for prayer and the devotional life is easily 
impinr;ed upon. They are areas tha t can be neglected 
without becoming quickly evident to others. At least 
we feel so. 

But maybe this is a bigger reason than we like to 
think for the spiri tual impotency of our day. A fail
ing among both the clergy and the laity. 

Technically, officially, we believe in prayer. We 
are on record as favoring it. We have done some 
praying. But to truly pr<!ctice it is another thing. 

Perhaps our studies, our homes, our schoolrooms, 
our barns, our stores, our shops, our offices are just 
that and do not deserve the added title "prayer rooms." 

Whoever said this spoke truly when he said that 

rCon/inuer! Oil pag" 61 
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it is much easier to give a talk on prayer than it is 
to have an effective prayer life. We feel that keenly 
as we write. But can't we all agree that if we are 
to truly go forward, individually and united in God's 
work, it must be through greater and more earnest 
prayer effort? Let a ll who do pray encourage one 
another in that direction. "Prayer changes things." 

reasons is a difficult thi ng. We can only pray that 
in some ways his influence may still be felt for the 
good of the chu rch . 

The Lutheran Church needs his emphasis, his con
cern, his devotion. Although Dr. Hanson will not be 
so actively participating in the forefront of evange
lism among us, yea, has not been able to for some 
time, may the Lord raise up those who will take his 
place. In a day when the churches do not always 
give evidence of being clear as to their goals, we 
need those who by their conviction hold before us 
the chief purpose of all our work , namely, to bring 
together the blessed Gospel of God's love in Christ 
and needy souls. 

AN EVANGELIST RETIRES 

No one who has been interested in evangelism 
and the pietistic emphasis among Lutherans in Amer· 
ica, particularly in the bodies of Scandinavian back· 
ground, can help but be sorry to read of the retire· 
ment of Dr. Oscar C. Hanson as an evangelist in the 
American Lutheran Church . 

Perhaps no man in our part of the Lutheran world 
is as loved and respected as he and no one single 
man symbolizes the warm heart of concern for the sal
vation of the lost as he does. To lose his services at 
least in an official capacity prematurely due to health 

A final word. We wish that his church council. 
in their resolution of thanks to him and to the Lord, 
had not only called for prayer for him personally, 
but had also called upon the chu rch to rededicate 
herself to the type of ministry and concern which 
Dr. Hanson so well typified. That would have been 
in order. 

DEAR CHRISTIANS, 
ONE AND ALL, REJOICE! 

Dear Christians, one and all, 
rejoice, 

With exultation springing, 
And, with united heart and voice 
And holy rapture s inging. 
Proclaim the wonders God hath 

done, 
How His right a rm the victory won; 
Righ t dearly it hath cost Him. 

Fast bound in Satan's chains I lay, 
Death brooded darkly o'er me, 
Sin was my torment night and day, 
In sin my mother bore me; 
Deeper and deeper still I fell, 
So firmly sin possessed me. 

My good works so imperfect were, 
They had no power to aid me; 
My will God's judgments could not 

bear, 
Yea, prone to evil made me; 
Grief drove me to despair, and 
Had nothing left me but to die; 
To hell I fast was sinking. 

Then God beheld my wretched 
state 

With deep commiseration; 
He thought upon Hi s mercy great, 
And willed my soul's salvation; 
He turned to me a Father's heart; 
Not small the cost! to heal my 

smart. 
He gave His best and dearest. 

PaseS!.x 

He spoke to His beloved Son: 
'Tis time to take compassion: 
Then go, bright Jewel of my crown, 
And bring to man salvation; 
From sin and sorrow set him free, 
Slay bitter death for him, that he 
May live with Thee fo rever. 

The Son obeyed Him cheerfully, 
And born of virgin mother, 
Came down upon the earth to me, 
That He might be my brother: 
His mighty power doth work un· 

seen, 
He came in fashion poor and mean, 
And took the Devil captive. 

He sweetly said, Hold fast by me, 
I am thy rock and castle, 
Thy ransom I myself will be, 
For thee I strive and wrestle: 
For I am with thee, I am thine, 
And evermore thou shalt be mine, 
The foe shall not divide us. 

The foe shall shed My precious 
blood, 

Me of my life bereaving; 
All this I suffer for thy good, 
Be steadfast and beli eving: 
Life shall from death the victory 

win: 
My innocence shall bear thy sin, 
So art thou blest rorever. 

Now to My Father I depart, 
From earth to heaven ascending, 
Thence heavenly wisdom to impart, 
The Holy Spirit sending: 
He shall in trouble comfort thee, 
Teach thee to know and follow me, 
And to the truth conduct thee. 

What I have done and taught, 
teach thou, 

My ways forsake thou never; 
So shall my kingdom flourish now, 
And God be praised foreve r: 
Take heed lest men with base alloy 
The heavenly treasure should de· 

stroy: 
This counsel I bequeath thee. 

Martin Luther, 1523 
(from The Lutheran Hymnary) 

GOD'S WORD IS OUR 
GREAT HERITAGE 

God's Word is our great heritage. 
And shall be ours forever; 
To spread its light from age to age 
Shall be our chief endeavor; 
Through life it guides our way, 
In death it is our stay; 
Lord. gra nt while worlds endure, 
We keep its teachings pure, 
Throughout all genera tions. 

N.F.S. Grundtvig, 1817 
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HARVEST TIME 

Mrs. Russell Duncan 
Fargo, North Dakota 

During the pas t few weeks in the 
Midwest and particularly in OUf 
area, we were hoping for rain . The 
farmers had cultivated and pre
pared the soil. They had planted 
their seed . They hoped for a har
vest. But the rains did not come. 
Pastures became parched and many 
cattle had to be sold. Many fields 
of grain were w ilting and hopes 
for an abundant harvest dimin
ish ed. Th e farmer had done all he 
could to produce the harvest, but 
he lacked a very necessary ingredi
ent-rain. The needed showers had 
not come. Man had done all he 
could to produce an increase on his 
seed, but without God's provision 
of rain there would be no increase. 
"1 will cause the shower to come 
down in h is season; there shall be 
showe rs of blessing, and the tree 
of the field shall yield her fruit, 
and the earth shall yield her in
crease" (Ezek. 34:26, 27). 

So it is with our working for a 
harvest of souls. It is both our duty 
and our privilege as Christians to 
tell the unsaved about our Lord 
and Savior. Sometimes w e feel that 
our soul-winning efforts are of no 
avail. Perhaps it is that at th ese 
times we are depending on our own 
strength-on our own intelligence 
and leaving God out of ft_ It has 
become too much wha t "I" am 
doing. The "I" has become too big. 
1 must decrease and God must in-
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crease, John said in John 3: 30. If 
we leave the increasing to God, 
the soil will bring forth much fruit. 

Th is is the time of the year 
when our Sunday schools have be
gun a new term. Here we have a 
wonderful opportunity to plant the 
seed and help nourish the new and 
tender plants. But only God can 
give the increase. On ly God can 
save; but we must plant. "I have 
planted. Apollos wa tered, but God 
gave the increase. So then neither 
is he that planteth anything, neither 
he that watereth; but God who 
giveth the increase" (I Cor. 3:6, 7). 

Where are the laborers for the 
increase, the harvest, that our Lord 
h2.s provided? "He that gathereth 
in summer is a wise son, but he 
that sleepeth in harvest is a son 
that causeth shame" (Prov. 10:5). 
"Therefore said he unto them, the 
harvest truly is great, but the la
borers are few; pray ye therefore 
the Lord of the harvest, that he 
would send forth laborers into his 
harvest" (Luke 10;2). 

When the crops are ripe, the 
farmer wastes no time in getting 
his combines and his workers into 
the field to harvest, to gather in 
the crop. The day of judgment is 
called th e harvest time for the 
world. We must waste no time in 
getting workers into the fields, 
which are white and waiting unto 
harvest. We are the only hands God 
has here on earth ; we are the only 
feet He has to go; we are the only 
mouths He has to tell others. 

The harvest is important, for 

there are many references to har
vest in the Scriptures. Isa iah 9;3 
tells us, "Thou hast multiplied the 
nation, and not increased the joy; 
they joy before thee according to 
the joy in harvest, and as men re
joice when they divide the spoil." 
The farmer is happy when he can 
harvest a bounteous crop; but how 
much more joy there is in heaven 
over the harvest of even one soul. 
We read in John 4:35, "Say not ye, 
there are yet four months, and then 
comet~ harvest? Behold, I say unto 
you, Lift up your eyes, and look 
on the fields; for they are white 
already to harvest." And "He which 
soweth sparingly shall reap also 
sparingly; and he which soweth 
bountifully shall reap also bounti
fully " ( II Cor. 9:6) . 

We must tell, we must lead, we 
must pray, and we must work for 
the harvest of souls while it is day, 
for the n ight cometh soon when no 
man can work. Conditions in our 
world indicate that our t ime in 
\vhich to work may be short. We 
pray that God may prepare many 
hearts and th at there may be a 
bountiful harvest of souls. 

so GREAT A NEED 

Roy Z. Kemp 

What can I tell them, 
They who need to know? 
Their questions need replies . 
Now I must go to other sources 
So I can obtain the needed knowl

edge 
Whkh I must explain. 

My ch ildren face a world 
Both dark and strange, 
But which entices them. 
I must arrange for little hearts to 

thrive, 
For minds to grow, but there is 

much too much 
I do not know. 

The soil is fertile. 
Plan t ing must be done; 
The season's here. 
The work is scarce begun. 
God, teach me how to nurture 

tender seed 
In all our lives, there is so great 

a need! 
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PLACES AND DOCU 
Th(! haus<: In El.l,,~n. .tate of 

Sachcn_Anhalt least",n G e rmany) 
where Martin Luther was born on 
November 10. 1483. H" Ih'ed he .... 
only ~ shorl tim ... for the family 
moved to nearby Mansteld where 
MMtln"S f~\hcr develop"d hi$ own 
business ~nd bcc~m., " member of 
thl) lower level of the smal! town's 
ad,loem .. )'. (D rawing by O . Warm
hob. Lilholluphed by E. Sachse, 19th 
century, Wlttenber s. Luther Museum.) 

',,(cdol' of the C"thedral of Edurt 
where Luther was orda i ned In 1501 
after h~vlng studied a \ the unlversily 
there ~"d becomlnl: 3 m ember 01 the 
mon".t!c community called th" Black 
Clot.I". ()/ Ihe Jlcrmil. of AUl!u.tine. 
Bel was probably ordain.,d in the 
maln balcony. 

, 
Vlcw Inlo Luther', room in the 

Warth",!: C""lIe where he remained 
"",Iud...:! o\'e. a y"ar after hein;
cond~mtl<>d by the Diet of Worms in 
1521 01JlelaJly subject to arrMt , he 
was hidden b~' the Electo r Ipeinee l 
of SnlCony, dr,,~ul~ ... "Kni!(hl 
Gcoeji:e," It WM at th~ Wartburg Iha\ 
Lulh~r accomplished his translation 
of the New Testamenl into German, 

• Tile doisler or tile "Black Monas_ 
lery" of tile Augustinian Hermits 
in Erfurl wllere Luther ""cd hom 
I.'>Ol>- I~ , Hi . cell was at t he upper 
left. TIle cloi.ler h... rcc:ently ~n 
r"lored, 

, 
The Lulller hou.e In Willenoorg. a 

lown where he went to teach in 15(18, 
it was here t hat Lu lh"r Ilve d with 
hiS wi fe. Kntharinc von Dora. ~nd 
the I r "h!ldr~tI. Witten berg was 
"home'· tll Lu'her for the rem"ind". 
of hl~ lire, The hOuse is shown a. 
It w;,~ aoout 182~ In dr~winl! an d lith_ 
OIlUph h~' E, Dietrich I Witte~berj(. 
Luther Muscum) 

• The home of Plli llpl> Mclanchtllon in 
Wittenberg. Mcl"nchlhon was one of 
Lulher· , mnSI nblc young supJ>Ort"r~ 

In the Re formation. and I. credited 
wltll tho! m;>Jor work on the AUM
bur/t Cont.,.lon, presented in ISlO 
n~ the Iheololll",,1 affirmation o f Ille 
German Reformation. 

, 
Pulpit In th" C",t!c chapel at Tor_ 

Jl.AU. n cilY ",01 far hom WiuenberJl. 
In l~H, L"th~r preached from th Is 
pulpit and dedica tO'd the chapel. Ih" 
fint structure buUt as a PTol""lanl 
church 

• Luh"r·s W"'V" in the CaSI)" Church, 
lI'ill",,1)"'II. In Ihe background i. a 
cast 01 his epitaph. AI Lulh"r'~ death. 
a series of WMS broke "lit which pro
hibited th" ",Iginal epitaph from 
bt!inll dcllv"re~ from the city of 
Jell"", wher" It r~m,lln~ today. 



JMENTS OF THE REFORMATION 

r----------------------" 

iCm urrtrutftlJ 
l6ul!ronbrr bCllllla' 

1r.f!' N~ .I.\ ' rJr 1.eo lIr.!;et 
Ijrnr.w.n'rl'·reo 

CloZmUI!' 

""' l.nrtlcr JU(;,'" 
6t ll. 

Co";" ""I'", d'S!T .... ,b~"e; f7,1L"""~ (""""' !I~<I f". 
_ ~w;l"t>l" n'c ,on~ \" n,~ .f 4n l>""::b",·t~< 

/t,", jfnjl",,\:-ji lim') t'<~ :\<:ct>~ ~"I"~ll 
l'I't~\,r.l'<l' g</".;,nl<l \)~rf. 

Six teenth Cen tu ry "cartoo,," from 
a wood~u t "howing t he b UI"n;ng 01 
Lu ther's writings in the pr~s"ncc of 

the Pope and card inals_ , W il!enlJerg, 
Luttlcr Museum l 

Title paJ;e from " 15~ 1 editIOn of 
)l,l ~rt in Lu ther 's P ublic Heati ng at 
Worm~. E arll' in that year Ll!ther was 
call ed befor e a Diet ' assembly ) of 
thc pr ince. and pre la tes of thc HOly 
Roman ,:mpire a t WO I'ms to ""swer 
charge; of hcrcsy. When h e wouhl 
not retra~1 hi. te~~ h i ng. . he was 
~ondemned . Th e translation of the 
document p ictured was made by Spa l
at in. secretary t o E lector Frederick 

the Wise. 

-Jl.eligio ll" News Service Photos 

LUtlWI" and h , .. adh","cnts were c~ · 

conH"u nk~lc<i from [he Church by 
Pope [,{'o X In 1520 in the bull Ex _ 
"H r~ C Dnmme. The German transla _ 
t ion o{ the hull piotured is by 
Wila"esius-A l bcrg~lUS. I Wi\tcnb er.,-. 
Luther Museum) 

A sixte~ntll c~n l "ry woo<l~\l t .how_ 
ing" Lllther and John Hus sen'ing 
Holy Communion in both k inds to 
the elector" l family of Sa.~ony . One 
of Lnthcc' , p tincipl". ,,'as lila! t h" 
b read ,md the wine ough t to l:>c 
,er\'ed to al l eo,,"nun;~ants in de
fianc'c of the t ra dition of onl y p riests 
lak;,,!: the cup. J o hn H us, a century 
l:>cfore L u ther. ad\,oea tecl the samp 
practice In Bohemia , and I his pro
"i,kd one of tt,~ re asons lor Hu , 
condemna t ion and execut ion . 

These are selected photos from a forthcoming book, 
Illustrated History of the Reformation, by Oskar Thulin, 
issued by Concordia Pu bl ish ing House, St. Louis , Mo. 



~ARIS~ 

A LETTER TO THE CHURCHES 

Without knowing all the facts and without having 
discussed the matler with the Board of Publication 
and Parish Education of which I am a member, I 
should like to comment on the question of publish
ing Sunday school materials in the Association of 
Free Luth eran Congregations. Sometimes there is 
value in expressing opinions before the facts "con
fu se." 

I understand that there has been a good deal of 
discussion about Sunday school materials this past 
summer and the expression of the feeling that now 
is the time to do some publishing of our own material. 
This is good because action often does not take place 
until Ihe people begin expressing their needs vocally. 

However, I sense one faUacy in the current dis
cussion . It is this that the question of publishing 
Sunday school materials lies first with the Co-ordinat
ing Committee. h may indeed finally rest there, but 
first it lies with the Board of Publicat ion and Parish 
Ed ucation. 

That is, it is the BPPE which should investigate 
the project and consult with the Co-ordinating Com-

mittce about whether it is feasible to go ahead or 
not at that time or on the basis proposed. And, frankly, 
this has not been done yet. So as a board we must 
take the major blame that nothi ng has been done yet. 

But the BPPE is perhaps not willing to concede that 
blame must be placed, for two reasons: one, the 
project is so large that it has not wanted to rush into 
it without a great deal or thought, preparation and 
prayer; and two, our Department of Parish Education 
is less than two yea rs old and the time spent in bui ld
ing an espirH de corps among our parish education 
people in the congregations has not been wasted and 
what has, in fact. arisen now as a request for ac
tion from the congregatiOns is a legitimate outgrowth 
from that. 

Do not think that the BPPE has not had the pos
sib ility of publish ing Sunday school materials in mind. 
It has, and for a long time. Today that possibility 
looks much more a lla in able. I am sure that our Board 
will begin serious s tudy of this matter at our next 
meeting (Oct. 14), so that by the time you read this 
some steps wil! have been taken. Do not look for 
any quickie results. This is a major undertaking and 
it will take time. 

I rejoice in th e interest of the Women's Mis
sionary Federation in giving financia l support to the 
project. This tangible ex pression will spur us on to 
come to grips now with that which we have had 
before us for quite some time. 

\Ve will report to you when we decide just wha t 
direction to take. 

Si ncerely in Him, 
Raynard Huglen, Chairman 
Board of Publications and 
Parish Education 

MR. AND MRS. ALVIN GROTHE 
TO RETURN FROM BRAZIL 
DUE TO HEALTH REASONS 

John Abel family as they are left 
alone in that work. NOTICE 

Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Grothe and 
family, missionaries to Brazi l, are 
returning to the United States this 
month on the advice of their doctor. 

No announcement has been made 
yet about their address in this 
country nor when he will be avai l
able for deputation work in t he 
churches of the Association . 

On Nov. 6, Mr. Grothe will meet 
with the Mission Board and pros
pective missionary ca ndidates to 
discuss the work in Brazil. 

Let us pray for new workers to 
replace thi s family whom God in 
His wisdom has seen fit to ca ll 
back to America in the midst of 
a growing work. Pray, too, for the 
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WANTED 

Capable woman to help care 
for bedridden patient in farm 
home. 

Mrs. Peter Jacobson 
Binford, N. Oak. 

An atheist is a person who has 
no invisible means of support 

God has made sleep to be a 
sponge by which to rub out fatigue. 

Great activity is not a lways a 
siBn of life. A fish is rarely so ac
tive in the lake as he is for the first 
few moments that he is in the boat. 

Occasionally. through an 
error in malling, you may miss 
an issue or two of the Am
bassador. When you are certain 
that you have missed an issue 
and your subscription is still in 
force, please write our office 
for the missing number and 
it will be furnished free of 
charge. 

Should you continue to miss 
copies of the Ambassador, 
write and ask that an inquiry 
be made as to the reason. 

Address aU inquiries and rp
quests regarding su bscriptions 
and mailing to: 

The Lutheran Ambassador 
31 10 E. Medicine Lake Blvd. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 55427 

The Lutheran Ambassador 

\ 



myself." In other words, "As long as God gives me grace to be faithful 

to him in preach ing the truth I am not concerned about crit icism." 

It is almost as though we ca n hea r Paul saying to the pastors: I do 

nol a ttempt to appraise my own sermons and services. I have no right 

to say, welt , I think I did pretty well today. People were really gr ipped 

by my sermon. Such thoughts may simply be the pride of the old nature. 

The Lord, who is the only one who can see and judge r ightly, may have 

looked upon i t as a com plete fai lure. There was too much of self in it 

and too li t tle room for the Holy Spirit to work. On another occasion 

you were really discou raged, thinking it was just a waste of time because 

you didn't get the message across; you were so ashamed of yourself 

that you wished you could have crept down into a hole and be gone 

forever. Later on you found out a sinner had been saved, and God's 

people had been edified. You see, it wasn't you at all , but it was the 

work of the Holy Sp iri t. 

The Lord is the only one who can appra ise and judge things rightly. 

So the Apostle warns the Corinthian Christians not to sit upon the 

judgment seat. That is not thei r place. Therefore judge not before time. 

What time? Th e time when the Lord shall come. He will not judge after 

the outward appearance. He will bri ng to light the hidden things of 

darkness, and will make manifest the very counsels of the hea rts. They 

were not in a pOSit ion to do that. He wiU distinguish between gold, si lver, 

precious stones and wood, hay and s tubble. Yes, He will detect the 

hidden envy, jea lousy and pride and bri ng it out in the light. Perhaps 

many a sermon that sounded very beautiful , that was almost perfect 

as a piece of oratory, will land in the Lord's wastebasket and go up 

in smoke at the Judgment Seat of Chri st. 

"Then shalt every man have praise of God" (vs. 5) -and how dif· 

feren t it will be from the praise of man! 

Lesson XI 

Read I Corinthians 4:1-5. 

This lesson concerns pastors. 

November 1967 

In the last part of the preceding chapter Paul emphasized that 

pastors are gifts from the Lord to the chu rch. Some of the members in 

the Corinthian church had been saying, 'We are of Paul, we are of Apol. 

los, we are of Cephas.' The Apos tle then asked them, 'Why will you 

be so niggardly in regard to the things you claim as yours?' 

"All things are yours," whether Paul, or Apollos or Cephas or any 

of the other witnesses; they are all gifts from God to you. Why be 

sat isfied with one when you can have all? 

In these first five verses of the 4th chapter, the Apostle is appealing 

to each one to evaluate these gifts the right way. He tells us how we 

should look upon them, and what we should consider them to be. 

What should we, according to the firs t verse, consider GOd-called, 

God·equipped, and God-sent pastors to be? ................. . 



Has he referred to this before? (3:5). What is involved in 

being a "minister of Christ"? 

I believe it means to be a servant under divine authority. under the 

authority of the almighty Savior. Not first of all a minister of the 

church but of Christ, a minister under His direction. A pastor is to do 

what Christ tells him. 

What else are true pastors to be according to the fi rs t verse? 

If the 

rirst phrase, "ministers of Christ," demands responsibility, the second 

phrase does still more. It specifies the work to which they are committed, 

and for which they are responsible. 

"Stewards of the mysteries of God." 

What are the mysteries of God? They are many. Shall we mention 

a few? 

What does Paul call a mystery of God in Ephesians 6:19? 

Most people can understand the law and the demands of the law. 

but the most clever human mind cannot discover the Gospel. It has to 

be revealed by the Holy Spirit. 

What is the my~tery of the Gospel? It is that marvelous truth "that 

God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself. not imputing their 

trespasses unto them" (II Cor. 5:19). The truth that Christ died upon the 

cross to put away our sins by the sacrifice of Himself; that having been 

delivered for our offenses, He has been raised again for our justification: 

and now sends the good news (Jut into the whole world that he who 

"believeth in him shall not perish, but have everlasting life." 

This is the great mystery of the Gospel, hid to the wise and prudent, 

but revealed unto babes. 

What mystery is the apostle telling us about in T Timothy 3: 16? . 

The mystery of incarnation, God and man here on 

earth in one person. This is a concept beyond human intelligence. 

And what about Ephesians 5:32? 

The mystery of Christ and His church. "This is a great mystery: but 

I speak concerning Christ and the church." The apostle is here speaking 

about the church as the body of Christ. Christ being the head. He is 

also comparing the relationship between Christ and the church to mar

riage relationship. Linked with this is the mystery that the Gentiles 

should be fellow-heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his 

promise in Christ by the Gospel (Eph . 3:3-6). 

Also in connection with this we have the mystery of the rapture 

(I Cor. 15:51, 52). Read this and discuss . 

These are just a few of God's great mysteries. All pastors are called 

to be stewards of the mysteries of God. They are to feed the church 

of God, which He has purchased with His own blood (Acts 20:27, 28). 

They are to declare all the counsel of God. "Blessed is that servant, 

whom his Lord when he cometh shall find so doing" (Luke 12:43). 
They are not only called to be stewards, but what does it say in 

the second verse of our lesson? 

What solemn and wonderful revelation this is of the Christian 

ministry! As servants of Christ, and the stewards of the mysteries of 

God, we are to take the unsearchable riches that lie in the great mystery 

of godliness, and bring them out of our treasure-house and make them 

known to the church. We are to feed the flock of God. God's people 

are hungry today. They are on the verge of starving to death. In many 

churches they are getting stones instead of bread (Matt. 7: 9) . 

If pastors are faithful in telling people the truth both privately and 

publicly. they will be open to criticism, like Paul was. These Corinthians 

appreciated eloquence, oratory, and other special gifts and some said 

of Paul, "his letters ... are weighty and powerful; but his bodily pres

ence is weak, and his speech contemptible" (II Cor. 10:10). This criticism 

didn't seem to bother the Apostle. He says, "With me it is a very small 

thing that I should be judged of you, or any others. I do not even judge 



Fa ntaft Sta~e ChUfCh nea, Bergen 

Part II 

Raynard Huglen 

Bergen 

In addition to having a beautiful 
natural setting along the fjords, 
Bergen is vel)' interesting and 
quaint. The city is nearly 900 years 

. old and contains some buildings 
that are many centuries old. 

The oldest building is St. Mary's 
Church (Miriakirken) , built in the 
twelfth century. It has ornate deco
ration and the pulpit is on the side 
of the auditorium or nave, as it is 
in Nykirken. The latter has high
walled boxes for families, much 
like they must have used in some 
of the early American churches. In 
Joha nnes Church one can see the 
same altar painting of Christ stand
ing in prayer (Mark 1:35) as was 
found in the old Trinity Church in 
Minneapolis. I do not know who the 
painter was, but the picture is con
sidered one of the most beautiful 
altar paintings. 

Bergen has a number of mu
seums and an aquarium. I have 
not travelled enough to make com
parisons, but I found those I visited 
interesting. The Museum of Nat
ural History has a large rock 
display. Some stones are so mag
nificent that one is tempted to 
think they are not real. Truth is 
indeed stranger than fiction and 
God's handiwork amazing. The mu
seum also has an excellent display 
of stuffed animals and birds. Al
most every known type is to be 
found. Not stuffed, but most im-
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MY TRIP TO NORWA Y AND 
OTHER EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 

prcssive to mc, was the skeleton of 
a blue whale measuring over 78 
feet in length, What an impressive 
sight it must be to see such a giant 
creature in action, Oh yes, the 
museum has the last Lofotcn horse 
mounted ai1d among its exhibits. 
The horse was quite small and all 
white, 

Every visitor to Bergen calls at 
the home of Edvard Grieg, Nor· 
way's best known composer. He 
wrote the "Peer Gynt Suite," Not 
only can one see his home, but also 
the cottage or hytte where he did 
much of his work, down by Nor
daas Lake, a nd the burial place of 
Grieg and his wi fe. Nina, Their 
ashes are buried in the face of a 
stone wall or cliff. The spot, near 
his home. is more accessible than I 
had been led to believe from my 
reading, Someone said that Grieg 
chose this burial place because it 
is the last place the sun would 
strike before setting each day. 

Nearby is the Fantoft Stave 
Church which is 800 yea rs old. The 
stave churches are so different 
from anything we have in America, 
They are so small, though high, and 
dark. You can imagine my surprise 
when in the shadows of this one I 
spied a familiar face, that of Pastor 
Donald Ronning of Fargo, N, Dak. 
He and his wife wcre with a tour 
group and so we could not visit 
long, but it was nice to see some
one from home, 

One day we took the funicular 
to the lookout on Mount Fl¢ien, 
A funicular is a cable car and this 
one ran along the ground as it trav-

c Ued up the steep incline, The 
view from the top was marvelous. 
Thc sun was shining and that was 
fortunate because cloudy weather 
and ra in are frequ ent in Bergen, 

The fish ma rket draws many 
tourists and shoppers, Located by 
the city's main wharf, in the morn
ing it is filled with many fish 
stands where one may buy a great 
variety of fish. And there are fruit 
stands and flower stands and nov
e lty booths, The activ ity is brisk 
but around noon the shops are all 
closed up, carted away and all de
br;s clear up, 

One day (and t was in Bergen 
three different times) I came upon 
a great three-masted sailing ship, 
although th e sails were no t on. I 
later learned that it is only a train
ing ship for sailors, but it never
theless gave an idea of what grand 
sights those ships must have been 
on the scas. Modern advances have 
done away with some of the past's 
romance, to be sure, 

Bergen has narrow, hilly streets, 
Some streets do not permit two 
cars to meet each other. Some side
walks do not allow two people to 
pass. Homes in the o lder sections 
are built one against another. Some 
houses have no yards at all, But 
everything is very clean and or· 
derly, There are no slums in Ber
gen. Uptown there are few stop 
and go (vent og gao) lights and 
pedestrians walk where they wilL 
But the number of automobiles is 
increasing in Bergen and the time 
will come when the traffic will 
have to be regulated much more 
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than it is now. Streets and roads 
will have to be widened and more 
parking provided. Therefore, if one 
wishes to see not only the old 
Bergen but the old Norway, too, he 
had better go soon. For the work 
Norway must do to provide for the 
almighty automobile is tremendous 
and she will lose something of her 
glamor in the process. 

A Visit With Leil Michelsen 

One evening in Bergen I had 
lunch with Mr. Leif Michelsen who 
has recently been involved in 
Christian student work in that city. 
We met in Hotel Scandia which is 
operated by the Santa! Mission. Mr. 
Michel~en briefed me on the 
church set-up in his country, par
ticularly concerning the inner mis
sion and foreign mission societies. 
He told me that after a year's study 
he wi\l teach in a religious aca
demy in Bergen which will instruct 
public school teachers who are to 
teach religion courses. The univer
sities will also provide such 
instruction, but some of the mis
sion people in Norway do not want 
to leave the job just to the uni
versities. Those who are backing 
the new academy hope that the 
government will recognize its 
trainees as qualified to teach the 
courses as well as the university
trained ones. I found Mr. Mi chel
sen to be both scholarly and 
warm-hearted and was glad for 
the opportunity to visit with him. 

The Trip to Huglo 

On my fourth day in Norway my 
cousin Arne and his fami ly came 
to take me to Huglo, the small 
island where my father was born 
and raised. And to show how times 
have changed, we would be trav
elling part way by car through the 
help of a ferry between Halhjem 
and Vaage. Arne had just purchased 
the car, a Volkswagen, his first, 
several weeks before. We drove 
through completely beautiful coun
try, coming at last to Flakkavaag 
on Tysnes Island. 

We were there a while and dur
ing our stop outside the little coun
try store, I saw two young teen-age 

Page Fourteen 

girls swimming in the sea water 
some distance away. The amusing 
part was that at the same time I 
was feeling a bit chi lly even with 
a sweater under my suit coat and 
a "rain or shine" coa t on top of 
that. In my whole month in Nor
way there was at best one doy on 
which I might have been induced 
to go swimming. That day, in 
Nesbyen, the thermometer showed 
75 degrees. The summer, then, was 
not warm, but one gets used to 
cooler weather and more rain so 
that he more or less learns to ex
pect it. 

Arrival at Huglo 

The last par t of the tri p to Huglo 
was accomplished by means of a 
motor launch driven by another 
cousin, Reinert, who had come to 
meet us. Although he is a farmer, 
he also operates a boat-bui lding 
business together with a brother, 
Bjarne. Norwegian farmers are find
ing that their small plots of land 
do not produce sufficient income 
for their families and so it is com
mon that a man has two jobs. For 
instance, another cousin is in 
charge of maintaining the several 
miles of roads on Huglo, in addi
tion to farming, while still another 
is postmaster-farmer. 

I watched eagerly through the 
spattering of raindrops as we ap
proached the island. Here was a 
settlement of homes on a relative
ly low stretch of tillable land. To 
the left lay some rock hills or 
mountains. This was Huglo. and as 
we docked at the boat shop and 
walked up the gentle slope toward 
the home place I thought of how 
Father had walked there in joy on 
his only trip back, and that in 1921. 
And also of how he had twice 
wal ked the other way with a much 
heavier heart. 

Once at the crest of the gradual 
hill I saw the house I had seen 
on pictures. The Norwegian fl ag 
was flying from the tall flag pole. 
as so many Norwegian homes have, 
and I later learned that the flag 
had been raised that day in my 
honor. To the left stood the barn 
or laave. After entering the house 

feather'. boyheaead home on HIIgio 1.lono 

which Father had lived in for sev
eral years as a boy, I was seized 
by a great wave of emotion and 
cou ld not speak for several min
utes. 

The house has undergone some 
changes over the years, but in the 
vestibule and upstairs hallway one 
cou ld see the original wide board 
flooring and wall planking. The 
room where Grandfather spent his 
last years was pointed out. And in 
what is called the "new room" be
cause new material was used to 
build it, Uncle Andreas, who was 
married to my aunt, now lives. He 
spen t a number of years in Amer
ica on several occasions and was 
anxious to try his English out on 
me. While he cou ld speak that 
quite well, he had some trouble at 
first understanding the English I 
spoke. 

After dinner at noon (although 
middag can be served almost any 
time in the afternoon), several of 
us walked out to the cemetery. We 
walked past the house where Aunt 
Valborg had lived and cousin 
Johannes F. lives now, past the 
birch and alder trees, and the hol
ly tree with its prickly leaves, and 
came at last to a quiet, peaceful 
spot where the earthly remains of 
Huglo's departed lie. The first 
grave pointed out was that of Aunt 
Anna. She had died as a you ng 
mother two years before my fa
ther's visit and left four small chil
dren. Then the graves of my 
grandparents, two more aunts and 
a cousin. Only Aunt Sigrid, whose 
grave I had seen in Mellemdal in 
Bergen, was not resting here and 

[Continued (In page 161 
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CHURCH-WORLD NEWS 
MILWAUKEE LUTHERANS BACK 

MOVES FOR OPEN HOUSING 

Miiwaui{ee (LC)-Lawful demon
strations for open housing have 
been endorsed here in newspaper 
advertisements s igned by local jur
isdictiona l leaders of this country 's 
three major Lutheran church bod
ies. 

The hal f-page advertisements ap
peared in the Milwaukee Journal 
and Milwaukee Sentinel in mid
September. 

Signing the ads were the presi
dents of loca l jurisdictional uni ts 
of the Lutheran Church in America, 
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Syn
od, and the American Lutheran 
Church. 

The three were. Dr. Theodore E. 
Matson of the LeA W isconsin-Up
per Michigan Synod, the Rev. Hu
ber W. Baxmann of the South Wis
consin District of the LC-MS, and 
the Rev. Myron C. Austinson of 
the ALC Southern Wisconsin Dis
trict. 

Agreeing jointly in thei r official 
capacities, the churchmen pledged 
"to do all in our power to lead all 
Lutheran citizens of Milwaukee to 
acknowledge and to act in accord 
with these affirmations." 

HOLLAND LUTHERANS SEEK 
WAY TO REACH INACTIVE 

MEMBERS 

Ede, Netllerlands (LWF)-Grow
ing concern over the need for new 
patterns of church life to reach 
"Christians outside the church" 
was evident here at a first planning 
meeting for the next "Lutheran 
Church Day" in the Netherlands. 

It was agreed that the event, set 
for April 20, will be aimed primar
ily at contacting those persons in
terested in religion but who do not 
attend church, and particu larly the 
inactive segment of the 55-million 
member Lutheran denomination in 
the Netherlands. 

October 17, 1967 

During the preparatory confer
ence, Dr. S. E. Hof of Enkhuizen 
described a church of the future 
which "will not meet in a big ca
thedral but in meeting halls, factory 
canteens and camp grounds
where the clergy wi ll not dominate 
congregational life but will be 
members of leams of active lay
men." 

REFUGEES DENIED 
REENTRY TO JERUSALEM 

New York-Upon his recent im
migration to the United States after 
being prevented from returning to 
his home in Jerusalem, Vartan Sa
hagian, executive secretary of the 
Bible Society in Jordan, expressed 
deep concern over events in the 
Middle East. 

"Christians accounted for only 
seven percent of the population and 
this figure is declining due to mass 
migrations to Canada, Australia 
and the United States," he said in 
conferring at American Bible So
ciety headquarters, 1865 Broadway, 
this week with the Rev. John D. 
Erickson, ABS secretary for Asia. 

Mr. Sahagian and his wife and 
their infant daughter were visiting 
relatives in Amman when hostili
ties broke out the day before the 
family planned to return home to 
Jerusa lem. On several occasions 
since then the Sahagians have at
tempted to return to Israeli-held 
Jerusalem, but readmission has 
been refused them at border points 
despite their International Red 
Cross applications. 

There now are some 250,000 
refugees in the East Bank of Jor
dan from presently held Israeli ter
ritory, with about 170,000 of these 
having been given validated inter
nationa l Red Cross appl ications for 
reentry, Mr. Sa nhagian sa id. He 
added that only 14,000 to 20,000 
refugees have been allowed re
admiss ion and that no former resi-

dents have been permitted to 
return to Jerusa lem. 

An elder of the Church of the 
Brethren, Mr. Sahagian and his 
family are visiting relatives in Bos
ton until he relocates himself in 
this country. 

The nonprofit American Bible 
Society is an international organi
zation devoted solely to translating, 
publishing and distributing Scrip
tures without theological note or 
comment. 

LUTHERAN CHAPLAINS TOLD 
roDA Y'S TASK IS GREATER 

Washington, D.C. (LC)-An All 
Lutheran Chapla in Convocation 
was told here late in September 
that military chaplain s face a great
er task than ever before because 
of increased "emotional turbu
lence" among many of the men 
they serve. 

Addressing the three-day session 
was Congressman Thomas S. 
Kleppe (R-N.D.), a member of the 
American Lutheran Church. The 
convocation was the first to be held 
in this country under the auspices 
of the Lutheran Counci l in the 
USA. 

The chaplains were told that, in 
addition to the usual problems con
nected with mi litary service, "many 
in the armed forces a re disturbed 
by conditions within the United 
States such as race riots, crime, 
and critical issues." 

"The GI needs someone to talk 
to," the congressman said, "and 
many servicemen, especially those 
bound for Vietnam, will turn to 
thei r chaplai n for help regarding 
spiri tua l as well as a whole array 
of related problems." 

DR. KOVAC RE-ELECTED 
AS PRESIDENT OF SELC 

Parma, Ohio (LC)-Dr. John Ko
vac of St. Louis was re-elected to 
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a third two-year term as president 
of the Synod of Evangelical Lu
theran Churches (Slovak Church) 
at the Synod's 42nd bienni al con
vention here. 

The 59-year-old clergyman, in ad
dition to his duties as the chief 
execut ive of the 20.464-mem ber 
church body. also serves as pastor 
of St. Lucas Luthera n church in St. 
Lou is. 

Delegates, in an effort to help 
relieve the president of increasing 
admin istrative tasks, a lso adopted 
a resolution calling for the estab
lishment of a fu ll-time office of 
administrative assista nt to the 
president. 

MY TRIP TO NORWAY AND 
EUROPE 

[Conn·nuCI! frolll /lage 14] 

we spoke of how her earthly tab
ernacle ought to have been placed 
here. Here on home ground and 
with the massive r idge of Stord 
Island risi ng as a backdrop to the 
west. 

Then we walked back to Rei n
ert's house where Aunt Barbro had 
lived. For over a week I was to 
headquarter in this lovely, peace
fu l spot, wa lk the childhood paths 
of my fa ther, meet many relatives 
and learn as much as I cou ld about 
it a ll. 

[To be continued] 
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Directory of the Association of Free Lutheran Cong~gations 

O FFICERS 
President 

Rev. John P . Strand 
3110 E. Medicine Lake Blvd. 
Minneapolis, M irUl. 

Vi~·President 
Rev. R. Snipstead 
Ferndale, ·Wesh. 

Secretary 
Rev. H. C. Moistre 
Dalton, Minn. 

Treasurer 
Mr. Robert Bursheim 
31 10 E. l\-Iedicine Lake Blvd. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

CO-ORDINATING COMM ITTEE 
Chairman 

Rev. l ulius Herm unslie 
Spicer, Minn. 

Secretary 
Rev. J ay G. Eritkson 
RlldcliI!e, b . 

ASSOCIATION SCHOOlS 
Boo rd of Trustees 
Pruident 

P rof. George Soberg 
6616 Portland Ave. S. 
Minnea.polis, Minn. 

Secretary 
He". Rllynard H uglen 
Roslyn, $. Oak . 

A cting Dean of Free Lutheran 
Seminary 

Dr. I ver Olson 
3110 E . Medicine La.ke Blvd. 
Minnea.polis, Minn. 

Acting Dean of the Bible Schaal 
Rev. John P. Strand 
311 0 E. Medicine Lake Blvd. 
Minnellpolis, M inn. 

WORLD AND HOME M ISSIONS 
Chairman 

Mr. Robert Knutson 
McVille, N. Oak. 

Secretary 
Mr. Roy Mohagen 
Grafton, N. Da.k. 

Director 
Rev H arold R. Schafer 
\12 West Milner Ave. 
OeKalb, Ill. 

PUBLICATIO NS AND PAR ISH 
EDUCATION 
Chairman 

Rev. Raynard Huglen 
Hoslyn. S. Oak. 

Secretary 
Mrs. Vemon R. Nelson 
\90911111 Ave. N. 
Grand Forks, N. Oak. 

lizecutive Secretary of Parish 
F.ducation 

M rs. David C. H anson 
7632 H a.rriet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

STEWARDSHIP 
Chairman 

Dr. I "er Olson 
3110 E. Medicine Lake Blvd. 
i .... Iinneapolis, M inn. 

Secretary 
Rev. T. F. Dahle 
1603 N . Fifth St. 
Fargo, N. Oak . 

YOUTH SOARD 
Chairman 

Hev. Jay G. Erickson 
Radcliffe, l a. 

Secretary 
Mr. Robert Lee 
3110 E. Medicine La~e Bl vd. 
M inneapolis, Minn. 

BOARD OF PENSIO NS 
"resident 

Mr. Eldor Sorkness 
$a.nd Creek, \Vis. 

Secretary 
R.-,· G. H. Splctstocser 
Pine Hi'·er. Minn. 

WOMEN'S MISSIONARY 
FEDERATION 
Presidenl 

i\lrs. 1·lerhert \V P .... steng 
Grafton, N. Oak. 

Sl'cretary 
i\lrs. H. C. i\lolstre 
Dalton, Minn. 

"/"l"l'asurer 
Mrs. Mnrtin Konsterl ie 
Haute 1 
\Villmar. ;'I,linll. 

LUTHER t EAG UE FEDERATION 
President 

i\"lr. Robert r.,~ 

31JO E. l\l edicl nc Lnke Bl vd. 
j\·linn<'apolll, MinH . 

Secretary 
Mis, P '-'J: J:_' · Soyrinf{ 
Cloquet. Minn. 

TrcaS/lrl'r 
.\11" Kenneth Moland 
F'!1"tik, '\1inn. 
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