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THE CHURCH MUST STAND 
INSPECTION 

Acts 5:1-16 

Recently the press carried the 
story of a man operating an in
come lax firm, who was himself 
investigated and found guilty on 
several cha rges, one being failure 
to fi le his own personal tax returns. 
While reputed as being a trust
worthy and reliable tax consultant, 
he was discovered to be a fraud. 
Dishonesty and fraudulent prac
t ices are becoming an acceptable 
way of life in our society. Personal 
integrity is one of the recognized 
casua lties of our day. One thinks 
about the padded expense accounts, 
the falsified records, the reported 
cheating in college classrooms, the 
corruption in high places revealed 
in our congressional investigations, 
10 say nothing of the moral degen
eracy and deceit so apparent in 
many segments of the church. 

The problem is not new, how
ever. Sin has made its ghastly in· 
roads upon every generation. GOing 
back to the days immediately fol· 
lowing Pentecost, when the church 
was at its best, pulsating with spir
itual life and revival, we observe 
the hideous deed of a certain Ana· 
nias, and his wife Sapphira. We 
stand aghast at this fraudulent act 
perpetrated within the fellowship 
of these early believers. Ananias 
and Sapphira, having agreed with 

AccordiNg to tlte Word 

the rest of the church to pool their 
resources and to establish a "com· 
munity of goods" (which for a time 
was practiced by the church at 
Jerusalem) so ld a piece of prop
erty, pretending to give the total 
proceeds of their sale to the church. 
Instead of giving the entire amount, 
however , they agreed to retain a 
certain portion of the money for 
themselves. This was their rightful 
privilege, declared Peter (Acts 5:4). 
The sin of Ananias was not in with
holding a part of the money, but in 
pretending to have brought it all! 
He wished to pose as a saint, to be 
pra ised for h is generosity, though 
he was chiefly concerned with 
"feathering his own nest." He made 
pretense of consecration, though he 
was actually living in the grip of 
materialism. He was living a lie. 

Peter, with his keen sense of 
discernment, beheld the money and 
said to Ananias, "Why hath satan 
filled thi ne heart to lie to the Holy 
Ghost?" How these words must 
have pierced Ananias to his very 
heart. In this searching moment all 
his pretended piety and consecra
tion c rumbled. Now he stands not 
only under the scrutinizing eye of 
the apostles, but in the blazing 
searchlight of the Holy Spirit. His 
sin had found him out. "Thou hast 
not lied unto men, but unto God!" 
When Anan ias heard these convict
ing words, he dropped dead. Some 
three hou rs later, unaware of what 

had happened to her husband, 
Sapphira entered. Her reply to 
Peter's question only confirmed the 
mutual agreement. Judgment came 
swiftly and suddenly to Sapphira, 
even as it had come to Ananias 
only mom ents before. She, too, 
dropped dead at the apostles' feet 
and was hastily carried out and 
buried by her husband's side. 

This purging experience caused 
great fear and soul-searching among 
the believers of the early church. 
This severe judgment upon sin 
within the church resulted in an 
even closer fellowship among the 
true believers, while those whose 
pretended piety had previously al
lowed them to become a part of the 
fellowsh ip, separated themselves 
and were scattered. 

Religious pretense has been a 
besetting sin throughout the history 
of the church. Only as the Holy 
Spirit is permitted to continuously 
convict and to cleanse, can individ
ual believers as well as the church 
be kept right in the sight of God. 
In our day too, we must diligently 
guard against pretended spiritual
ity. God knows the heart, while 
man sees only the outward appear· 
ance. Certainly the prayer of the 
Psalmist must ever be our cry, 
"Search me, 0 God, and know my 
hea rt: try me and know my 
thoughts: and see if there be any 
wicked way in me, and lead me in 
the way everlasting." 

-Jay G. Erickson 
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• T HE t remendous stress and 
turbu lent events, beginn ing in 

Germany in 1517 and spreading 
rapid ly to other par ts of northern 
Europe. was not a revolt ; it was a 
re formation. 

It is easier to rebel against an 
existing order than it is to take an 
active hand in bringing about a 
change for the better. 

A revolt is negative. One sees 
what is wrong, and sees litlle e lse. 
Criticism becomes the order of the 
day. The criticism may be just, and 
the cr itics fa ir; but nothing very 
significant is accomplished by harp
ing a nd carping alone. Many things 
in the church of lu ther's day 
should have been different from 
what they were. The church herself 
recognized thi s in the century pre
vious to Luther's, and she tried 10 
bring in a change for the better 
th rough the t hree g reat Church 
Councils. The Counter-Reformation 
later in the sixteenth century had 
much the same goals. Neither suc
ceeded very much. 

The three great Protesta nt Re
formers threw themselves inlo the 
gap and gave themselves to the 
task of setting things straight. 
Luther did not rebel against the 
church, but fought with m ight and 
main to bring it back to ils ancient 
moorings. The Lutheran Reforma
tion was therefore a historical 
movement. It was not a matter of 
throwing overboard the whole 
church with all that was in it; rath
er it was an attempt to reject and 
eject that part of its cargo which 
was contrary to God's Word. 

But what, actually, was wrong 
with the chu rch? The answer is 
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both s imple and complicated: it 
had too many barnacles on its 
lower side. 

Toward the end of t he Midd le 
Ages it was customary to picture 
the chu rch as the great ship of sal
valion; it was sa iling through the 
sea of life and bound for a heaven ly 
port. All who we re on board the 
ship were safe; the rest of mankind 
simply floundered around in the 
su rgi ng sea . The crewmen labored 
indefatigably to rescue as many as 
possi ble from the treacherous wa
ters by bring ing them on board the 
ship. This illustration had some at
tractive fea tures, though one can 
easily find flaws in it. Sa lvation is 
in Christ, not in the church. 

As this ship sai led through the 
many seas of life it collected a large 
number of barnacles on its under 
side. Pa rticuarly had this been true 
as it sailed through the murky 
waters of the Dark Ages. By the 
e nd of the Middl e Ages th ere were 
more barnacles than ship. 

The picture of the shi p as a sym
bol of the church is not quite con
sistem unless one th inks of her 
teachings as an integral part of 
that shi p. The c!"> urch started out 
with the Word of God-the Old 
Testament amplified by the New. 
The teachings of t he Scriptures 
were conde nsed in the Apostolic 
a nd Nicene Creeds; neith er of these 
contain anything other than what 
is in Scripture. 

The teachers of the chu rch, es· 
pecially during the early centuries 
of her existence , wrote copiously 
out of a concern for her teachi ngs ; 
today we speak of their works as 
the writings of the Church Fathers. 

So well d id they do their work that 
it has been said tha t alJ but eleven 
verses of the New Testament are 
included in these writings. All of 
these writings, and much more, 
came to be basic for the teachings 
of t he church. The re was a lso a 
great deal in the Writ ings which 
was not in the Bible at all; even 
heretical and contradictory state
ments were included-for the 
Chu rch fa t hers were many, a nd 
human. Such was the situat ion 
when Luther was born. 

The church of Luther's day did 
not reject the Scriptures. They be· 
lieved in the whole Bible, and then 
some; it was this add itional mao 
terial which they held to be basic 
fo r faith a nd life that the Reform· 
ers objected to. It is true that the 
Reformed and Lutheran theologians 
did not a lways agree on the inter
preta tion of a passage of Scripture; 
but the ma in friction came from 
each hav ing different b?ses for re o 
ligious truth. Not infrequently the 
theologians of the old chu rch placed 
a grea ter confidence in the non· 
Scriptural w ritings than in the Bible 
itself. But the re was n0 question 
about whether or not the Scrip· 
tures were au thoritative. 

What were, then, some of these 
beyond-the-Scrip ture mat e r i a I s 
which came to be foundations for 
faith? They were the pronounce
ments by t he popes, decisions of the 
Church Councils, writi ngs of the 
Churc h f athers, opi nions of the 
great theologians-notably the "an
gelic doctor," Thomas Aquinas, 
musings of the mystics, and much 
more. It had even been pOssible to 
"convert"' the heathen philosopher 
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and make him be th e standard in· 
terpreter of the truth. 

All were barnacles which had at
tached themselves to the ship. And 
the people thought that these were 
part and parcel of the ship. It was 
high t ime the ship was brought into 
dry dock to be debarnacled. This is 
precisely what the Reformers tried 
to do. The fi rst principle of the Ref
ormation was "sola Scriptura"
Scripture alone. Luther d id not re
ject the literary treasure of the 
church as such; but he refused to 
use these as materials on which to 
build up the teachings of the 
church. His purpose was to go back 
to the ancients as far as possible
that is to the very sources of faith, 
namely the Bible. We do something 
similar today; we have a high reo 
gard for Luther's writings, but we 
do not make them bases for our 
teachings. Only the Scriptures will 
do for that. 

Today there is a general good 
feeling between Roman Catholics 
and Protestants . This feeli ng has 
led to good fellowship. We are not 
maligning Roman Catholics, and 
should not disturb the fine feeling 
that exists between the two groups, 
when we assert that whenever there 
is a difference in doctrine between 
a conservative Lutheran and a pious 
Roman Catholic, the latter has 
drawn his conclusions from other 
sources than the Bible. We do not 
charge him w ith this; he tells us 
himself that he does so. And we 
have every reason to believe he is 
telling the truth. But we prefer to 
get our teachings only from the 
Bible. 

Too many Protestant theologians 
today are engaged in not only 
scraping barnacles off the ship but 
scraping away the hull of the ship 
as well. They have scraped away 
until they have made holes here 
and there; then they have conclud
ed that the ship-and its bases, the 
Word- is not seaworthy any more . 
The Bible is no longer reliable, and 
something else must be found . Is 
this one reason why they have be 
gun thei r Canossa trek to the old 
church? 

We prefer to stay by the Scrip· 
tures alone. 
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"COME TODAY! COME!" 

A LL have sinned and come short 
£l. of the glory of God" (Rom. 
3:23). 

"None is righteous, no not one" 
(Rom. 3:10). 

"Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock" (Rev. 3:20). 

If you aren't a Christian, Christ 
is knocking at your heart's door. 
He wants to come in and make you 
a new creature. For it says in II 
Corinthians 5:17, "Therefore if any 
man be in Christ, he is a new crea
ture, the old has passed away, be
hold, all things are become new." 

Are you going to let Him in or 
are you going to turn Him away? 

Matthew 6:24 says, "No man can 
serve two masters; for either he 
will hate the one and love the oth
er, or he will be devoted to one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and mammon." 

If you are tired of living in sin 
and you are sad and depressed, 
come to Jesus. Jesus says in Mat
thew 11 :28, "Come unto me, all 
who labor and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest." 

John 3:36 says, "He who believes 
on the Son has eternal life. " Are 
you w illing to believe and have eter
nal life? "He who does not obey 
the son shall not see life but the 
wrath of God rests upon him." Will 
the wrath of God be upon you be
cause you wou ld not believe and 
obey? 

"Today is the day of salvation" 
(II Cor. 6:2). 

"Seek the Lord while he may 
be found, call upon him while he 
is near" (lsa. 55:6). 

"Therefore you also must be 
ready; for the Son of man is com
ing at an hour you do not expect" 
(Matt. 24:44). 

You will appear before the judg· 
ment seat of God. If you are not 
ready when Christ comes God will 
have to say I never knew you and 
send you to hell just because you 
would not obey or believe in Him. 

In 11 Corinthians 5:10 it says, 
"For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, so that 
each one may receive good or evil , 
according to what he has done in 
the body." If you receive good you 
go to heaven but jf you receive evil 
you go to hell. 

Let me give you a small and rath
er insignificant example of what hell 
is like. You ail have seen some tvpe 
of fire. Have you ever thought that 
this was li ke hell? Only hell is a 
lot, lot, lot worse! For it says in 
Revelation 20:14, "This is the sec· 
and death, the lake of fire ." Then 
go on to verse 15, "If anyone's 
name was not found written in 
the book of life , he was thrown into 
the lake of fire ." 

Have you ever thought that you 
might be living in the lake of fire 
for all eternity? Friend, you will 
be if Jesus isn't living in your heart. 

I know where I'm going! I am go
ing to heaven where "God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes 
and death shall be no more, neither 
shall there be mourning nor crying 
nor pain any more , for the former 
things have passed away" (Rev. 
21 :4). 

Jesus promised us when He was 
here on earth that "1 go to pre
pare a place for you" (John 14:3). 

Is Jesus preparing a place for 
you? 

11 Timothy 2:11,12: "The saying 
is sure: If we have died with him, 
we shall also live with him; if we 
endure, we shall also reign with 
him; if we deny him, he will deny 
us." 

"Submit yourselves there fore to 
God. Resist the devil and he will 
flee from you. Draw near to God 
and He will draw near to you" 
(James 4:7, 8). 

Come, before it's forever too late! 
Your concerned friend in Christ, 

Joann Ness 

The Lutheran Ambassador 



A Prayer 
Before Preaching 

FATHER of our souls, grant me a 
true vision of thp- souls to 

whom I am now to speak in Thy 
name. As Thou dost value them, so 
let me value them. As Thou dos! 
love them, so let me love lhem. As 
Thou dost forgive their many sins, 
so let me forgive them-all their 
evi l ; and may [ hold back from 
them nothing that I possess of Thy 
riches of grace. May they be willing 
to hear me as their brother, not 
because I bring them a discovery 
of my own, but a message from 
Thee. 

Release me, 0 Lord, from all fear 
as I speak Thy truth. May the face 
of man have no power to weaken 
the accusation against sin, nor to 
check the declaration of Thy 
changeless moral law . May I for
get the tongue of criticism and 
think only of the hungry heart as 
I speak of Thy bounty. May the 
bonds of self be broken and Thy 
refreshing waters find free access 
through the channels of my being, 
imperfect as those channels are. In 
freedom from all fears may I speak 
the truth that holds the world to
gether, supports the stars, and 
guides the tides, yet stops at the 
doors of the humble to comfort the 
weary and the mourning. 

Thou Living Word, consecrate to 
me anew the mystery of the spoken 
thought. May the joy of the right 
word in the right place be min!'! in 
this hour of preaching. May the 
bungling choice of phrases not be 
allowed to darken or confuse the 
crystal glow of Thy truth. May no 
pride of speech tempt me to dec-
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orate Thy message wit.h borrowed 
colors that conceal rather than reo 
veal its beauty. May no word en· 
ter into the ears of the people that, 
being misunderstood, sha ll hinder 
the message itself. Grant me the 
effective and compelling power of 
simplicity and the force of natural 
speech that come from Thy bound
less depths . May simple words offer 
no footho ld for shallow thoughts or 
surface feelings, but rather unfold 
the deep mystery of Christ. 

Grant purity of heart, 0 Master, 
as I feebly guide others to Thy pur
ity. Help me to cast off the lurking 
evil desire or thought and to speak 
for Thee as one who, knowing evil, 
has for th is hour been Jifted by 
Thee to a divine radiance. Cleanse 
me of all the wounds of my o\vn 
battle against sin that I may de
clare thy healing unto the people; 
and through me, imperfect, may see 
the All -Perfect Man, Christ Jesus, 
and be purified by Him. 

Rid me, 0 Lord, of all selfish 
ambition as I speak. May no lust of 
power over the wills of men be 
consciously or unconsciously in my 
heart. But may the humble joy be 
mine of deli vering truly a message 
which has first been delivered un
to me. 

May I be, 0 Lord, a man of my 
own times as I speak, knowing the 
actual lives of the people and the 
life of the world of today. May I 
be a man of eternity as I speak, 
that the people may remember that 
the world and its glory soon pass 
away. 

And now, 0 Father of men, I 

~~J' ~ 1\' --
, -
, , 

com mit myself and the people un
to Thee. Unite my scattered self. 

am ali unworthy to speak 
Thy matchless worth, but such 
as I am J pray Thee to use me 
as seemeth best to Thee; and may 
the people all be drawn to lhe Word 
who was in the beginning with 
Thee, even Jesus Christ ." Amen 

-adapted from The Homiletic 
Review, March, 1918 

OFFICERS OF THE 
ASSOCIATION OF 
FREE LUTHERAN 

CONGREGATIONS 

President: Rev. John Strand. 
31I0 East Medicine Lake 
Blvd., Minneapolis, Minn. 
55427 

Vice-President: Rev. Fritjof 
Monseth, 425 3rd Ave. NE. 
Valley City, N. Oak. 

Secretary: Rev. Richard Snip
stead, Ferndale, Wash. 

Treasurer : Mr. Robert Bur
sheim , 3110 East Med icine 
Lake Blvd ., Minneapolis. 
Minn. 55427 

Co-ordinating Com mit tee 
Chairman: Rev. Julius Her
munslie, Spicer, Minnesota 

Mission Director: Rev. Harold 
R. Schafer, 112 West Miller 
Ave .. DeKalb, Ill. 

Page Five 



vv JV1-----. 
- -

WORLD 
MISSIONS 

THE FielDS ARE W H I TE U N TO H A R V EST 

Greetings, Dear Friends: 

Psalm 91:11-"For he shaH give 
his angels charge over thee, to keep 
thee in all thy ways." 

This is our prayer for all our 
friends back home, that the angels 
of God wiJI always be with you. 

As we send greetings back home 
via the Ambassador, it is an early 
spring day which is hot. We have 
had our cold spells also, but from 
now on they will be more scarce. 

Time is passing quickly for us 
and after a two· week break from 
our study of Portuguese, we wi ll be 
going to school every day. This is 
a busy household with six of us in 
school and the twO at home also 
very active-too much so some
times. Kelly is finally getting used 
to our hired girl and ventures into 
the same room with her. He has 

O~, li", 8.co.ilion hcome. Ou," il Ihe mid· 

die cone. St.eel<co, rro<kl .un in f.ont. We 

ride th e "bcond. " tco I<hoof. 
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picked up a few words in Portu
guese, too, and when he thinks no 
one is listening he will repeat his 
words over and over. He likes to 
bounce his ball and count each 
bounce in Portuguese. Joel is grow
ing very fast and has decided to get 
four teeth. Using his walker he gels 
around any part of the house he 
wants to. Terry, James, Susan and 
Kathy are busy in school every day 
also. This keeps them busy with 
their homework. 

We are becoming adjusted to the 
differences in a foreign country; 
next it will be to conquer the lan
guage. 

God has been very good to us. 
Just the other day a lady came and 
gave us a vacuum cleaner. They 
were leaving for Africa and she had 
planned on selling it, but changed 

Here ore Su.on, Kothryn, 10""" ond l.,,~ 

ond .ome friend. <oming home "om .chool 

th e .e<ond day. 

We .ee Ih ..... moll ha"e·drown <0'" ev",y 

day. They o.e Y,ed for Iran'porlation or 

hauling . Th" hone. are Y'Y<llly thin <ln d l i,ed 

I<loking. 

He.e i. a lypi<<l1 8razilion buying <I coupl" 

'm<lll <0'" 01 Ih" ",ee' m<lrkel <ailed Ih . 
" Ie i,a." Kelly h<ld ju.1 gotte n <I neW hot <lnd 

i. pulling hi. la<e in il in.teod of <In hi' 

head . 

Thi. 01.0 i. 01 the .,r .... ' mo.ke' ond Af.. in 

and Kelly Or' bu.y buying lOme fi,h. The ... 

Imall te nlf <lr. .., up every day and by 

nOOn they o.e toke" down until the nut 

day. They o,e moved 10 dillerenl .tree!< 

eo<h day. 
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0 .. " Irip I" SCI",,,, ",e look Ihi. piclure 

"I 11110 AII"nlic Oceon one! lome .hips on 
il. Nolice the moun!oinl. Tiley 0.10 ve,y bf,ouli· 

lui. 

her mind and gave it to us. We 
thank God for her as we needed 
one very much. 

Coming home on the "bonde" the 
other evening I had the opportunity 
of seeing a Brazilian fami ly from 
the interior. This gave me a force
ful tug at the heartstrings. That is 
where our calling is, to the interior, 
and after feeling the love for this 
family, there was no doubt at all 
but that we are in God's will. 

This is a great country with mil
lions of people. If we stop to con
sider how much needs to be done, it 
is almost frightening, for the work
ers are few and time is running out. 
Please pray for us here and pray 
that more will heed God's cali and 
come and help us. "The harvest 
t ruly is plenteous" (Matt. 10: 37a) . 
"Pray ye therefore the Lord of har
vest, that he send forth labourers 
into his harvest" (Matt. \0:38). 

Thanking you for you r letters, 
support and prayers. May God bless 
you. 

Frances and Alvin Grothe 

A LElTER FROM BRAZIL 

Campo Mourao, Parana 
Caixa Postal 44 
August 17, 1965 

Dear Children, 

How are you? I am fine. We 
started school again this mon th. 
July is vacation here in Brazil and 
so a re December and January. Our 
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chu rch work is growi ng and now 
we have two liale churches where 
we go. I have many friends. Our 
grade school here is big and has 
many children. Our room is full 
and we go to school only three 
hours a day. They pray to Mary 
every day, but the Christian kids 
don't. I tell them on ly Jesus can 
hear our prayers. I am in second 
grade here but this is like fourth 
grade back home. I have learned 
the division and multiplication ta
bles here and write Portuguese. I 
am having English school at home 
with my mother as teacher. I study 
so I won't be dumb. 

We have a cute little white puppy 
that we named Snowball, and a bi g 
police dog we call Lassie. Lassie's 
nose is as big as Snowball and it 
is funny when they play together. 
Lassie can sit and lie down, and 
when our Priscilla plays with him, 
her eyes are just as tall as his. 
Goodbye for now. 

Love, 
David Abel 

SPECIAL MEETINGS 
CONDUCTED AT AUSTIN 

Pastor Harry C. Molstre, Da lton, 
Minn., conducted a preaching mis
sion at Faith Free Lutheran Church, 
Austin, Minn., Sept. 5-9. Large 
crowds attended the meetings. Mr. 
Rodney Stueland, eva ngelist for the 
Hauge Lutheran Inner Mission Fed
eration, spoke on the evening of 
Sept. 12. The congregation is served 
by a student pastor, 

The congregation worships in a 
remodelled school building on the 
outskirts of Austin . 

1966 ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 

The 1966 Annual Conference 
of the Association of Free Lu
theran Congrega tions will be 
held in Thief River Falls, 
Minn .. J une 8-12, upon the in
vitation of Our Savior's Luther
an Church, the Rev, Marius 
Haakenstad , pastor. 

ASTORIA CHURCH TO HAVE 

ANNIVERSARY 

The Bethany Lutheran Church of 
Astoria. Oregon, is making plans 
for its 75th anniversary to be held 
Saturday and Sunday. October 23, 
2 •. 

This celebration will start off 
with a banquet Satu rday evening 
with former pastor Lars Stalsbroten 
as the speaker together with musi
cal numbers and greetings. 

Pastor John Strand, president of 
the Association of Free Lutheran 
Congregations, will speak at the 
Su nday morning session and Pastor 
Richard Snipstead, president of the 
West Coast District of the AFLC, 
will give a message at the afternoon 
meeting. In addition to the speak
ers, a musica l program is being 
arra nged. 

EASTERN NORTH DAKOTA WMF 
TO MEET 

The fa ll rally of the Eastern 
North Dakota District Women's 
Mi ssionary Federation will be held 
on Friday, Oct. 22, at S1. Paul's 
Lutheran Churc h in Fargo. the Rev. 
E. Edward Tornow , pastor. Sessions 
will begin at 10: 00 a.m. under the 
theme "By Love Serve One An
other." 

McVILLE TO HOST 
SUNDAY SCHOOL MEET 

The northern half of the Eastern 
North Da kota District wi ll have a 
Sunday school teachers' workshop 
at t he New Luther Valley Lutheran 
Church in McVille on Saturday, Oct . 
30, beginning at 10 o'clock. The 
Rev. Ernest J. Langness is the hosl 
pastor. 

BIBLE VERSES 

"Be angry but do not sin; do not 
let tile sun go down on your anger" 
(Eph. 4: 26) . 

"I press on toward the goal for 
the prize of the upwa rd call of God 
in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 3: 14). 
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WOMEN 

t ime he lp and encourage each oth
e r. Supply good reading material; 
be sure they have and are using 
Bible-centered devotional guides. 
Promote the Bible camp program 
in your congregation by making 
sure your children attend a camp 
next year and by doing everything 
in your power to get other children 
to go a long. If you have no one of 
camping age-find someone! A 
neighbor's child; tha t bright young 
boy down the block whose parents 
can't afford to send him to camp; 
a niece; a grandchild- there are 
young people all arcund you who 
need not only your prayers, but 
your active support by way of 
words and dollar bills. 

lor eltrist 

APOLLOS VVATERED 

"1 planted, Apollos watered, but 
God gave the growth" (1 Cor. 3: 6) . 

Did you ever think of yourself 
as an Apollos? Quite a distinction 
and quite a mission--wateringl 

The world of nature has seen 
another plant ing season come and 
go. The harvest, good or bad, was 
determined in great measu re by the 
amount of rain. We may plant; we 
may walk the fields and gardens 
to watch the g rowth, but without 
water our labor and care are in 
vain. We have all seen a seemingly 
dead plant revive a nd spread its 
leaves to welcome a su mmer 
shower. 

The world of the s pirit has also 
seen another busy planting season. 
While seeding in the spiritual realm 
must be done year a round, the sum
mer brings to our youth the con 
centrated teaching of VBS and 
Bible camps. The sowers have been 
fat ihful, now the Apol!oses must 
be found at their tasks. " For we 
are God's fe llow workers" ( I Cor. 
3: 9a) . With lovi ng watering we can 
see apparently lifeless souls blos
som and grow in Christ. 

How do we women water this 
seed , how do we nurture it so it 
does not die? First, prayer; second, 
more prayer: third, much more 
prayer! " Except the Lord build the 
house they labor in vain tha t bui ld 
it" (Ps. 127: I). We can take our 
cue for praye r from the parable of 
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the sower in Matthew 13. Pray tha t 
Satan will not be able to snatch 
away the seed from the heart; pray 
that our young people may be 
strong to withstand temptations, 
that their roots will go deep in 
Christ and they will not depend on 
themselves or their feelings; pray 
that the Word will not be choked 
out by the love of the world. We 
are see ing an ever-advancing and 
ever-widening array of temptations 
surround our youth today. Don't 
pity them-trials make for strength. 
Let us rejoiCe with these gay and 
spirited souls. Their generation may 
very well see the return of Christ. 
Uphold t hem daily that they may 
stand firm for the name of Jesus. 
Love them dearly for what they are 
and for the tremendous potent ial 
they hold for service in t he king
dom . 

Along with our prayers must go 
our labors. The process of watering 
t he seed is a daily one. There must 
be consistent and loving encourage
ment in the home so the young 
people will participate in the ac
tivities that will help to nurture a 
young faith. Keep them attending 
Sunday school, Luther League and 
other Christ-centered ga therings. 
Maybe you need to start just such 
a fellowship in your locality where 
young Christians can get together. 
Tiu::!e' s llulhi ng in this world Lo 
compare with the good times Ch ris· 
tians can have and at the same 

There is another area where 
watering is so needed. Let's call 
it home and the Bible versus school 
and the textbook! Is the good seed 
being watered and fed in your child 
at home so it will grow strong 
enough to stand under the influence 
of the evolutionist teachings and 
the now-sa-popular school dance? 
Along with the morning toast give 
your family a dri nk of God's Word. 
Send them off wi th a verse of Scrip
ture and a prayer . Le t them see 
your unswerving belief in the whole 
Bible. Check their textbooks and 
poi nt out teachings con trary to the 
Bible; help them to see that just 
because we do not understand how 
certa in th ings can be is no reason 
we can not accept them-such as 
crea tion and the flood. Poi nt out 
again and again the truth of Isaiah 
55: 8, 9, "Your ways are not my 
ways, says the Lord. For as the 
heavens are higher tha n the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your 
ways." Our fi nite minds cannot be
gin to comprehend the ways and 
mind of an infinite God . But by 
faith and only by faith can we ac-
(:ept His Word without question or 

doubt. 
We are all Apolloses-called to 

water the good seed, to watch it 
grow. to love and care for the ten
der plants ent rusted to us. Then if 
we fai thfully do our best we may 
claim the las t part of I Corinthians 
3: ti "-but God giveth the growth." 

-Mrs. Ken Johnson 
Mentor, Minn . 
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EDITORIALS 
A TIME FOR ACTION 

Members of the Association of Free Lutheran Con
gregations can expect a step-up in stewardship pro
motion in the next weeks and months. This is the 
promise and such increased activi ty will come none 
too soon. 

Up to now our church has had a fine record in 
fina ncial stewardship in that a "pay-as-you-go" opera
tion has been maintained. The Praise Program, of 
course, is not completed, but that is a three-year 
ventu re with two more years to run. Yes, generally 
speaking, we have been patting ourselves on the 
back, in a humble way, fo r doing well in supporting 
our program. 

But a much greater test of our devotion to the 
task the Lord has placed before us lies just ahead. 
The mid-year treasurer's report (L. A., Sept. 7), indi
cated that roughly 38% of the budget for the year 
($87,093.62) had been received. The fact of the mat
ter is that our two largest agencies have had to dip 
heavily into some reserve fu nds which they had man
aged to accumulate. Now there is nOt so much left 
against a rainy day. 

Mission income, in the first half of the year which 
ends January 31, did not seem to keep pace with 
the record of the past. And this at a time when we 
momentarily expected a second missionary family 
to go to Brazi l. While that family was already under 
salary from the Mission Board, their settlement in 
the new land was bound to involve additional costs. 

At the seminary two fu ll-time teachers are now 
employed instead of one full-time and one part-time. 
Th is fonvard step is a good one, but it has increased 
ou r overhead, too. And contribut ions to the semi
nary fund in the first half of the year were unusually 
low. 

What shaH be said of the Praise Program? If the 
total received thus far has hit $50,000.00, and it may 
have by now, that would be only about 38% of the 
goal of $130,000.00. More should be done by our 
congregations toward that this fa ll lest an inordi
nately large amount rema in for the fi nal year of the 
program. We ought to complete it by then because 
new needs will arise each year wh ich we should get 
to if we are to progress for Christ. 
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This is not meant to be a pessimistic report, but 
it is meant to be realistic. Our people have done well 
and they will have to keep tha t up and advance if 
we are to escape from being merely a holding opera
tion. 

Whatever direction, inspiration and help the Stew
ardship Committee can give our churches will be all 
on the plus side. We like to think of ourselves as a 
spiritual movement, but even such movements take 
both prayer-and work. 

TEACHERS FELLOWSHIP IN FARGO 

Going on the assumption that there is always 
more to learn and that self-improvement is a good 
thing, the Committee on Publications and Parish Edu
cation conducted a second annual District Instruc
tors' Training Session at 51. Paul's Lutheran Church 
in Fargo last month. Many thanks should go to the 
host churCh, her pastor and the personnel a t the 
Powers Hotel of that city for making the stay a 
pleasant one. 

Great appreciation ought also be afforded to Mrs. 
David C. Hanson and her start of teachers fo r their 
part in instructing representatives of the districts so 
that they can go back to their areas and help other 
teachers. 

Being at such a gathering and observing some of 
the teachers in our congregations makes one aware 
agai n of the great treasure there is in our church of 
dedicated Christian workers. These teachers often 
work under primitive conditions, but if they can show 
Christ to their students they will have done some
thing wonderful. And this, many of them are doing. 

The Sunday school workers gathered in Fargo 
seemed to enjoy getting together. The spi rit of one
ness was good to see and the fellowship enriching. 
May the Lord multiply the inspiration of Fargo into 
real bleSSing throughout the church. 

Dr. Iver Olson, in his inimitable way, as guest 
lecturer, brought new insights into the teacher, the 
pupil and the material to be taught. No school is 
possible unless all three are present. We thank him 
for his ministry among us in Fargo. 

WHAT ARE WE SUPPOSED TO DO? 

1'he pope (Paul VI) has come and gone. The 
editor of The Lutheran proved prophetic (see "Glean
ings from an Editor 's Readi ng," page 15) when he 
said that he couldn't imagine what the Pope could say 
at the United Nations that would be worth the price 
of hi s airplane ticket from Rome. 

He called for peace, but then everybody is for 
peace. Ask every delegate to the UN. The Red Chinese 
are for peace, too---on their terms. As a religious lead
er out of the Christian t radition he ought to know 
that unless men's hearts are changed supernaturally 
by the Lord Jesus there can be no lasting peace, al
though it is proper to try to make the intervals 
between wars as long as possible. 
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The Pope has been here. If some of us were less 
than excited at the prospect of his comi ng, or the 
event itself, we hope that we will be forgi ven. He 
claims to be the Vicar of Christ on earth, successor 
to St. Peter, the Apostle. We don' t believe that he is. 
What are we supposed to do? 

THE PASTOR AS SERVANT 

There has arisen some unfortunate misunderstand
ing regarding the Association's belief that the pastor 
is a servant of the congregation (s) to which he is 
called. Some among us wou ld go so far as to ca ll 
this an unbiblical teaching. This is a most serious 
charge. 

Bible verses can be quoted to demonstrate that 
the pastor is to have responsibility as spiritual leader 
in the congregation, and no one denies this, else why 
have pastors at all? And Bible verses can be quoted 
which establish the fact that it is a universal principle 
of the Christian faith that each Christian is to have 
the spi rit of a servant, as Jesus did, "For the Son of 
man also came not to be served but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many" (Mark 10: 35; see 
also Phil. 2: 5-8). 

The oath of ordination which a pastor takes com
mits him to faithfully preaching the Word of God, 
properly administering the Sacraments, and rightly 
discharging his duties as a minister of the Word, all 
with the help of God. 

Installation services vary, but always contain the 
pastor's promise to faithfully conduct his ministry 
accord ing to the Word of God and to bind himself 
to the usages and constitution of the congregation (s). 
At the same t ime the congregation (s) promises to 
esteem the pastor and obey him as the shepherd of 
souls, aga in under the usages and constitution of the 
congregation, to assist him in his work and provide 
for his bodily needs. Thus, there is a mutual pledging 
of love and devotion to one another. The pastor is 
simultaneously a shepherd and a servant. The people 
are fe llow workers with the pastor. If any would 
make something of that word "obey," let them inter
pret it in the same way that the word is used in the 
marriage ceremony. 

Now to say, as has been charged, that the leader
ship of the Association "demands" that pastors shou ld 
try to " please the people of their congregations" is 
not true. This is to say that the pastors of the church 
are not men of principle, that for the safety of their 

own necks and li velihood they will sell out their con
victions of what God's truth is. We reject this accu
sation. We have, all of us, "r isked our necks" be
fore and we will do so again, if need be, with God's 
help. We have confidence that every pastor of the 
Assoc ia tion is willing to lay his ministry on the line 
where he is convinced in God's s ight that he must do 
so. Now this "line beyond which" will be different in 
different persons, but it is there, be sure of that. 

It is quite another thing, though , for a pastor to 
be of the determination, personally realized or not, 
that he will make the decisions that are to be made, 
that a ll t hings are to be done his way or else. We 
are not referring to the preaching of the Word or 
admin istering the Sacraments. We are referring to 
the hundred and one matters of parish life that come 
up in a year. Congregations don't want thei r pastors 
to be men without ideas or cOnvictions. But they want 
them to be persons who will dare to throw their 
opinions into the hopper the same as anyone else. 
Many times a pastor's idea about something comes 
through for adoption because the people feel that 
his experience and education, as well as his fu ll-time 
work in the church, give his suggest ion extra merit. 
But there is no heaven-sent guarantee that this .will 
always happen. A pastor should be glad when he is 
somet imes rebuffed. Then he at least knows that he 
isn't serving a congregation of stooges. Let us never 
get to the place where it is a si n to have differences 
of opinion. 

Some will misunderstand all thi s, but in an at
tempt to get some protection, we remind an our 
readers that we are not speaking of issues where the 
Word of God clearly states what the course of ac
tion should be. We refer to matters where no Bib
lical direct ive can be fou nd (such as, what color 
basement cu rtains are to be), or in which two earnest 
Chris tians can disagree (such as. what are proper 
act ivities for a Ladies Aid). 

Dear brethren of the church, we ca nnot go wrong 
in emphasizing the servant-spirit among our pastors 
and our people. No one will even see the kingdom of 
God without it. If our seminary is not to send out 
pastors with the servant hean, let us close shop. 
Oh, but let us send OUt men who are serva nts, serv
ants of God fi rst of all, yes, of course; but also 
servants of the congregations they are to serve (we 
use tha t tenn, don't we?) . Need there be any dis
agreement among us on this score? There shouldn't be. 

NORTH CENTRAL MINNESOTA 

TEACHERS TO ASSEMBLE IN 

SHEVLIN 

trict Sunday School Training Ses
sion for the North Centra l Minne
sota District. The workshop will 
begin at 2 o'clock, Sunday, Nov. 7. 

BIBLE VERSES 

"But the Lord is faithful; he will 
strengthen you and guard you from 
evil" (II Thess. 3: 3). 

Landstad Lutheran Church, Shev
lin, Minn., Rev. Marvin Undsetb, 
pastor, will be the scene of the dis-
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Mrs. Birdeen Holt, Fosston , is 
the district co-ordinator. All those 
interested in Sunday school work 
from the district are invited. 

"For we hold that a man is jus
tifi ed by fa ith apart from works of 
the law" (Rom. 3: 28) . 

The Lutheran Ambassador 

, 

, 
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ways make common sense. Oswald Chambers has this to say about com

mon sense: "Every time you venture out in the life of faith, you will 

find something in your common-sense circumstances that flatly contra

dicts your faith . Common sense is not faith, and faith is not common 

sense; they stand in the relation of the natural and the spiritual. Can you 

trust Jesus Christ where your common sense cannot trust Him? Can 

you venture heroically on Jesus Christ's statements when the facts of 

your common sense life shout, 'It's a lie'?" What does the woman of 

Shunem do? 8: 2 . . . . . . . . Vacating her home 

and leaving her land untended would mean that others could claim the 

title and her property. She returned in God's appOinted time to find her 

home occupied by others. What was her next step? 3b 

How had God prepared the way for her? 8: 4, 5 .. 

It was no accident that just when the king became interested in Elisha's 

activities, Gehazi was available for an interview. Of all the miracles 

Elisha had performed, which one did Gehazi choose to relate in detail? 

8:5 . 

8 : 5 

Who made an appearance at this moment? 

How did the Lord reward the Shunamite for 

obedience to His command? 8: 6 Are any 

events in our life "accidents"? .. What would dis-

obedience to the command have cost the family in material possessions? 

In spiritual experiences? ..... . . 

What is the Lord's continued promise to us? John 11 : 40 

Discussion : How would our attitude and actions be different if we ac

cepted all things as having been permitted by the Lord to come into our 

lives? 

This concludes our study of "Profiles of Faith." We have observed 

in the lives of several that faith cannot be static. We must continually 

press forward in obedience to our Lord. "The final thing is confidence in 

Jesus. Believe steadfastly on Him and all you come up against will de

velop your faith. There is continual testing in the life of faith, and the 

last great test is death. May God keep us in fighting trim! Faith is un

utterable trust in God, trust which never dreams that He will not stand 

by us" (0. Chambers). God grant we may have come a little closer to 

this kind of faith in our study of the "ProfHes of Faith." 

WMf Bi~le Stu~y 

THE SHUNAMITE 
II Kings 4:8-37; 8:1-6 

November 

Our trials can be God's great opportunities, but too often we look 
on them as great obstacles. We can recite: "We know that to them that 
love God all things work together for good" (Rom. 8: 28), but does our 
life testify that we really believe it? OlJr attitude toward the trials and 
disappointments of life is a good test of our personal appropriation of 

the Lord's promises. The wealthy woman from Shunem is an example 
of one who knew joy and sorrow, prosperity and adversity. Study II Kings 
4:8-37; 8: 1-6, and notice her attitude and obedience as we see her -
filled with compassion, accepting compensation, in the midst of a catas
trophe, receiving consolation, witnessing a coincidence. 



COMPASSION - II Kings 4:8-10 

What do you see in these verses that indicates this matron was 
sensitive to the needs of others? Do you think 
it was a hardship for her to provide Elisha this convenience? 
Why was she desirous to show Elisha this kind of hospitality? 4: 9 

What example has the Shunamite woman given 
us? Rom. 12: 13; Heb. 13:2 Is lack 

of hospitality in our homes usually due to inadequate provision? 
If there is a deficiency of hospitality in our homes. to what would you 
attribute the cause? Is entertaining to "pay 
back" a similar fa vor genuine hospitality? 

COMPENSATION - II Kings 4:11-1 7 

Genuine hospitality has no thought of reward. Do you think the 
Shunamite had considered her hospitality a means to some desired 
end? Women were lightly esteemed in those da.ys and 

direct communication was seldom held with them by persons who had 
a character for sanctity (note John 4: 27). Who did communicate with 
the woman for Elisha? 4 : 12 Elisha was willing to 
use his influence en her behalf before the royal court. Did she need it? 

Why? 

her life? 4: l ~· 

What emptiness did exist in 

Did she herself appear to make a request? 
What promise of compensation for her kindness to God's servant was 

given? 4: 16 What was her reaction? 4: 16 
How was the promise fulfi lled? 4: 17 

CATASTROPHE - II Kings 4:18-31 

The following years must have been blissful ones for this family . 
No real need existed. No longer an emptiness haunted the home as the 

SO:1 grew from infancy to childhood. Occasionally, no doubt, Elisha would 
return to the hospitality of this God-fearing woman. They were good 
years. They were years of preparation for trials and disappointments to 
C0me. What happened to the chi ld? 4: 18- 20 Notice 

the mother's immediate action. 4: 2 1, 22 
What does this indicate about her? 
tell anyone about the tragedy? 4: 23 

Did she 
Explain her 

response to her husband's questioning. 4:23b . ....... . ... . .. . . . 

Why do you suppose she withheld the truth from him? 
What was foremost on her heart and mind? 4 : 24, 25 
It is suggested the trip to Mt. Carmel would have taken about six hours. 
Why didn't she send a servant w ith the message to Elisha? 

None cf our homes are exempt from the sorrow the Shuna
mite knew. What can we learn from her example during happy, peaceful 
days? Psalm 103:1 ,2; 118:29 
What example has she given for us when trials come? 

. . . What can To whom can we go? Psalm 50: 15 
we do? Psalm 55: 22 
find? Matt. 11: 28a 

W hat will we also 
Was the Shunamite 

willing to accept substitute help? 4: 29, 30 What substitutes 
may we be tempted to cling to in days of stress? 

CONSOLATION - II Kings 4:32-37 

The miracle of restoration was not dependent upon Gehazi, a rod, 

o r even Elisha. Who alone could restore life? 4: 33 . .. .......... . 
What was the Shunamite's reaction? 4: 37 . . .......... . . 
Do you think the resurrection was a complete surprise to her? 
If she were in our midst today perhaps her testimony would come in 
the words of the following references. Summarize the contents. 

Psalm 27: 5 Jeremiah 33: 3 
Psalm 9: 9 II Corinthians 1: 4 

COINCIDENCE - II Kings 8:1-6 

Having witnessed the miracle of God's power, the home in Shunem 
surely must have rejoiced in their great and kind God. But continued 
joy in the Lord means continuous fellowship and obedience. In the midst 
of prosperity and plenty, what command was given? 8: 1 

It would have been easier and seemingly more practical to wait unti l 
cond:tions would warrant a departure. But God's commands do not al-
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SHOUTING FROM THE HIP 

For some unoccountable reason "m 
usually at a loss for words when , 
meet so-called "hip" clergymen of 
any faith . Something iust seems 
wrong. 

- Columnist Herb Lyon 
Chicago Tribune, 
Sept. 7, 1965 

Rev. Hip: Hi, Herb! Thought I'd 
drop by and introd uce myself to 
Squaresvi lle. Quite a Goth ic tower 
you have here, old man . 

Herb: M-m . 

Rev. Hi p: I know you're secular 
man. was wondering why you 
dig so much religion jazz in your 
column. You know, all that Arch
bishop Cody enthronement guff . .. 
Come on out of your tower and 
swing a litle. 

Herb: M-m? 
Rev. Hip: Yeah! Yeah! Yeah! 

(Though ,'d throw in a spot of 
Trinitarianism.) I'm the new Prot
estant Swing Shift Ministry man 
Here's a press release . .. my hours 
are two to six a.m. You'll find me 
at the Bar-Jesus Lounge. With 
colla r, nalch. 

Herb: M-m-m. 

Rev. Hip: Yeah! Tonight we're 
going to hear someone of the par ish 
(we have a kind of pa rish there) 
read a paper on "The Theological 
Relevance of the Marquis de Sade 
as He Affects the Problem of Mean
inglessness in Residential Struc
tures of Ministry Based on Eunni in 
Dormitory Suburbs." 

Herb: M-m-m? 
Rev. Hip: Yeah! We plan to in

vade the Loop wi th a cadre of new 
structura lists, a ll rid ing Hondas. 

Herb: M-m-m-m. 
Rev. Hip: Man! When the ex

haust fumes die down we're going 
to try out ou r new liturgy. I worked 
out a nice Iitle sacrament that uses 
Scotch. Johnnie Walker, Black La· 
bel. It's accompa nied by twO bongos 
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and three bass guitars. no words. 
Get it? No words. We just dr ink 
and hum. 

Herb: M-m-m-m? 

Rev. Hip: Toward morn ing we're 
going off to picket the ecclesiast i
cal arts houses for de facto opposi
tion to our new Op Art chasubles 
and copes. If you stick a round long 
enough, you can come to the pot 
party at my pad. Going to read 
some haiku and try out some new 
Zen koans . 

Herb: M-m-m-m-m. 

Rev. Hip: Say, Herb .. how 
about giving us juSt a little mention 
in your column? It'll sure help me 
out with my sponsoring America n 
Home Mission and Church Exten 
s ion Board. I know they're a ll a 
bit nervous about how I'll be get· 

PERSONALITIES 

Rev . Gerald Mundfrom , formerly 
of Veblen. S. Dak. , is now serving 
the Pukwana. S. Dak., parish on a 
fellowship basis. The pa rish has 
two congregations. Pukwana and St. 
Olaf. 

The new address of Rev. Trygve 
F. Dahle is Spicer, Minn . For t he 
present he will be travelling in the 
Association in behalf of s-teward
ship promotion. 

CORRECTION 

In t he editorial " Luther 
League Convention" (L.A., 
Sept. 21) . page nine, the fol
lowing error appeared. In para
graph six, it shou ld read " to 
see over 700 people come," 
rather than "700 young peo
ple." Errare humanum est. 

t ing a long with secular man and it 
would s ure help if you'd just say 
a few words. You're never at a loss 
for words. 

Herb:M' m-m-m-m-m? 

Rev. Hip: How about something 
on our " new morality" symposium? 
It 'B be at a retreat out at the lakes. 
A li ttle different pattern this time. 
The dolls will be there. Field work 
... Research projects. . We're 
trying to get Hugh Hefner and 
Ralph Ginzburg to debate the topic 
"What's Wrong wi th the Parish and 
the Old Morality?" 

Herb: Z-z-z-z-z-z-z. 

Rev. Hip: I'm at a loss fur words. 
-Copyright 1965 Christian Century 
Foundation. Reprinted by permis
sion from the September 22, 1965 
issue of The Christian Century. 

FOREVER OUR HIGH PRIEST 

He is our High Priest forever , 
Who died upon Calvary's tree. 

While here on earth He was tempt
ed 

In every point . even as we. 

The Author of our salvation 
Is touched by our sorrows and 

cares; 
For He, too, sought help from 

heaven, 
With His supplicat ions and 

prayers. 

"Strong crying and tears" of Jesus 
Did not go unnoticed on high; 

Because He obeyed in meekness, 
We unto God's throne may draw 

nigh. 

Come, therefore. ye sai nts, come 
boldly, 

His mercy and grace to secure. 
In t ime of need He will help you 

The tempests of life to endure. 
-Ella Rasmussen 

Tucson, Ariz. 
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~ARIS~ 

Edited by Mrs. David C. Hanson 

KNOW YOUR STUDENT 

Preschool and Kindergarten Children 

Dependi ng on t he age at wh ich you enroll your 
Sunday school child ren, the preschool class or de
partment could include youngsters from the age of 
two through those who are f our years old. The in· 
terest span for such a group would vary from two to 
perhaps fi ve minutes. 

The preschool child is a natural w iggler who loves 
activity. Important words in his vocabula ry are DO, 
SEE, FEEL, and HEAR. He is living in a time of dis
covery-life is fu ll of new feelings, new desires, and 
new information. Hi s mind is like a little sponge. 

He understands on ly familiar words used in short 
sentences, so each new idea must be visua lized, every 
new word must be explai ned with pictures or objects. 
The little ones will enjoy touching them as a pan of 
the learning process. Curiosity plays a great part in 
leaching the young child. He loves to take things 
apart and t ry to put them together agai n. For all of 
his inte rest and activity, he will have difficulty in 
dOing many of the things he wants to do, for he still 
has limited use of his small muscles. This will affec t 
the use of crayons and scissors. 

The preschool chi ld learns much by imitation . He 
mimics his parents, he repeats words and phrases 
that he has just heard, and he copies the actions of 
others. In short, he enjoys playing the part of someone 
else. 

TWO-YEAR-OLDS 

The two·year·old will seem to learn more slowly 
than others in the department because he is just 
beginning to talk. Usually he will converse only with 
someone he knows well and with whom he feels 
secure. His vocabulary is limited to between 200 and 
300 words and he is starting to use them in short 
se ntences. He is often a dawdler, but not because he 
is uncooperative - he is naturally a dawdler at two. 
Sometimes it seems as if his vocabula ry is limi ted to 
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the word "no" and his tcacher w ill be careful to 
avoid aski ng questions or making requests that ca n 
be answered with that word. Because the you ng child 
is limited in expressing himself, he may protest by 
hitting rather than speak ing. His teacher can be of 
help' by shewi ng the youngster the possibi lity of speak · 
ing rather than striking. 

THREE-YEAR-OLDS 

By the time the preschool chi ld is three he may 
have enlarged his vocabulary to a[msot 900 words and 
will be abl e to speak in quite long sentences. He loves 
to run and jump and climb. He cannot sit sti ll for 
lon~ periods cf time. nor can he stand in a straight 
line for he must keep moving to keep his balance. A 
two- or three·year·o[d may decide he wants to keep 
everything he uses in Sunday school; "mine" has be· 
come a popular word . He may shew no interest in 
ot her ch ildren, for he has not learned to work and 
play with others very well. Don't be su rprised if he 
tells you some tall ta les in Sunday school-he has an 
act ive imagi nat ien. 

FOUR-Y EAR-OLDS 

One expert has said that "the four-year·old is out 
of bounds in almost every direction ." He is fr iendly, 
outgoing. and uni nh ibited at the same time as he ex
presses himself by biting, kicking, throwing things, 
and running away. He is unpredictable and his imagi . 
nat ion is astonishing! He is able to dress himself 
without help, and is capable of doing sma ll tasks, 
though he is often over confident of his own abi li ty. 
He talks constant ly, using a vocabulary of between 
500 and 1500 wo rds, but he understand many more . 
He loves unusual sounding words - the name 
Zacchaeus will have great appeal for him. Sometimes 
he picks up language that shocks his parents because 
he repeats most of what he hears. WHY, HOW, and 
WHAT are important words to Mr. Four·Year·Old. 
By the end of his fourth year he generally settles 
down to be less daring and imaginative. and he is 
learning to share, though he stil! thinks in a sel f· 
centered way. 

All preschool child ren accept the fact that God 
is real. They have a very simple faith that thinks of 
God as a loving heavenly Father. They a re attracted 
to the [ave of Jesus Christ and easily return His love. 

KIN DERGARTENERS 

A nermal Kindergarten child is a delight to teach! 
He is calm , friendly, cooperative, and quite capable. 
He adjusts more easily to his surroundings than the 
preschool ch ild does, and is eager to learn. This is 
the age when the girls are a year ahead of the boys 
in physical development. Coordination has developed 
so t he ch ild is able to handle crayons and scissors 
more efficiently. Self confidence is growing as the 

I Continued on page 16] 
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CHURCH-WORLD NEWS 
GLEANINGS FROM 

AN EDITOR'S READING 

can't imagine what Pope Paul 
may say at the United Nations 
assembly that will be worth the 
price of an airplane ticket from 
Rome. Of course he should be 
heeded respectfully by persons of 
every faith or no faith. But the 
majestic generalities ~which make 
up most papal statements on world 
affairs have no relevance to the 
rough power struggles that are the 
reality of world politics. 

If the Pope had the desire to 
say someth ing which could set mil
lions of people free to live with one 
another in peace and love, the place 
to say it is at the Vatican Council 
in Rome. He seems to have no in
tention of doing this. 

-Elson Ruff 
The Lutheran, Sept. 29, 1965 

Freedom and doubt will always 
walk hand in hand. In every de
cision, there is a right and a left. 
In making a choice, the very fac t 
that we consider the wrong brings 
doubt to our hearts. If this were 
not so, faith would be nothing but 
a mechanical selection and man 
would be a puppet jumping at the 
end of God's strings. Eve did not sin 
when she doubted God, but when 
she disobeyed God. Today, doubts 
simply cannot be eradicated, even 
by the miracle of the new birth. God 
allows doubt in our path as an in
strument for growth into responsi
ble believers. Doubt is a mountain 
to be climbed in the Christian ex
perience. 

-Elmer 1. Towns 
The Evangelical Beacon 

Sept. 28, 1965 

The oldest reason, and one of 
the bes t reasons for restricting cere
monial acts and symbolic signifi
ca nce, is that many who are not 
full-grown in the fai th fail to under-

October 19, 1965 

stand that the external obedience 
to ceremonial rites is not a substi
tute for a heart which has been 
brought to repentance, conversion, 
and faith in the blood of Christ. 
Space does not pennit us to even 
begin to tell the story of the con
stant danger which has faced the 
church in this matter. From early 
arguments of the Apostle Paul 
against the Judaizers, through Lu
ther's arguments against the Pope 
who thus led the people astray, 
even until our own day when the 
sacrament often becomes sacra
mentalism, liturgical fonn becomes 
formalism, and even fa ith becomes 
a dead beliefism, the church has 
struggled with this problem. A 
strong preaching ministry where 
preaching takes its proper place in 
worship is the answer, we believe. 
Law and gospel speak to the heart. 

-Robert Overgaard 
Faith and Fellowship 
Sept. 5. 1965 

Students must realize that scien
tific explanations are never final 
or ultimate, and that science can
not resolve all problems of signifi
cance to mankind. Our daily activi
ties and our ideas are greatly 
influenced by science, but science is 
not a sale and sufficient guide for 
life . 

- v. Elving Anderson 
Eternity, Oct. 1965 

AUGSBURG TO 
PERMIT DANCING 

The restriction against social 
dancing at Augsburg College, Amer
ican Lutheran School in Minneapo
lis, has been lifted by the college's 
board of regents, according to the 
college newspaper, Augsburg Echo. 

The board said it did not consider 
the activity to be contrary to the 
college's aims and objectives. It 

made its decis ion after a faculty 
committee had given lengthy 
study to the issue and concluded 
that the advantages of social danc
ing on campus far oCltweighed the 
disadvantages. 

A spokesman for Augsburg said 
he did not know when the first 
dance will be held. 

With the act ion taken by Augs
burg, there is only one of the Amer
ican Lutheran Church's 11 senior 
colleges which does not permit so
cial dancing. This is Concordia Col
lege at Moorhead. S1. Olaf College, 
Northfield, the third ALC college in 
Minnesota, has had social dancing 
for the past five years. 

Minneapolis Star 

SUNDAY ELECTION 

OPPOSED 

Sen. Everett M. Dirksen, R-Ill. , 
said that an avalanche of 10,000 
protesting letters has convinced him 
that "church going people" do not 
like his idea of designating Sunday 
as national election day. He had in
troduced a bill last February which 
would designate the first Sunday in 
November as election day. 

Minneapolis Star 

PROSPERITY HARD ON 

CHURCHES, LEADERS HEAR 

ST. LOUIS, SEPT 2~hurches 
may be hard pressed to hold their 
own financially even though the 
nation is enjoying unprecedented 
prosperity. 

That paradox was stressed by the 
Rev. Dr. John E. Herrmann, stew
ardship counselor of The Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, as he dis
cussed financial problems at an 
orien tation meeting for synodical 
boards and commissions here. 

"Prosperity is one of the big 
hurdles-not advantages-we must 
overcome in the next two years," 
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Dr. Herrmann said. " Prosperity 
shou ld be an asset for us, but it 
isn't" 

Contributions of chu rch members 
tend to decline du ring prosperous 
times, he noted. 

his li fe, has joined with innumerable 
other Christian organ izat ions and 
personages in mourn ing his death in 
early September. 

During the depression of the 
1930's Dr. Herrmann recalled, Mis
souri Synod members gave 5.6 per
cent of their incomes to church 
purposes. Last year's cont ributions 
were "just a shade under 3 percent 
of thei r incomes," he said. 

At Strasbourg, President Etienne 
Jung, head of the Chu rch of the 
Augsburg Confession in that region 
of France, expressed its sympathy 
to relatives and fr iends of the famed 
medical miss ionary and recalled 
that he always maintained contact 
with his home Church. 

HOME CHURCH IN ALSACE 

MOURNS DEATH OF 
SCHWEITZER 

Whenever Dr. Schwei tzer came 
back to Strasbourg, Mr. Jung sa id, 
he did not fa il to visit the president 
of his Church. For his pa rt, Presi
dent Jung pa id an official visi t to 
the jungle doctor at Lambarene, 
Gabon, in 1957. 
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Geneva-(LWF)-The Lutheran 
Church of Alsace and Lorraine, of 
which Dr. Albert Schweitzer was 
an ordained min ister t ill the end of 

He quoted these words from a 
letter he had received from Dr. 
Schweitzer: "You know that every
thing as regards my beloved Church 
a t Alsace concerns me deeply." 
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child is able to dress himself and be more independent 
in his health habits. 

The Kindergarten child is curious: like all young 
ch ildren he is fu ll of questions. By now he recognizes 
his own name when it is printed, he has learned some 
of the colors, he recognizes some coi ns, and is learn
ing to tell time. 

Books are good friends and he enjoys having 
someone read to him. If the story is a favorite, he is 
apt to memori ze whole sections of it. He can give 
the appearance of being able to read, even turni ng 
the pages at the proper place. 

Usually he is anxious to please. He enjoys group 
play, gets along with others, and knows boys and 
girls whom he considers special fr iends. He is affec
tionate, sympathetic and will ing to share. 

The Ki nderga rt ener be lieves what he is told about 
God. He is probably as receptive to spi ritual things 
as he will ever be, and he can grasp spiri tual truths 
if they are taught within his experience and under
standing. He accepts the fact that the Bible is God's 
Word and that there are no "pretend" stories in the 
Bible. His faith is simple and trusting. His loving na· 
ture makes it easy for him to return the love that 
Jesus Christ has shown for him. It is a tremendou s 
responsibili ty to gu ide these li ttle ones to a knowledge 
of God's love, introduce them to their Savior, and 
help them to grow in Ch rist. 
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Teaching Aids for Preschool and Kindergarten Children 

Room decorations that correla te with the Bible 
lesson or have a seasonal theme. 

Objects to create interest in a lesson. Example: 
plasUc animals to teach the story of Noah's Ark. 

Pictures used as room decorat ions, as flashca rds 
to te ll 11 s tory, as a review. to explain a word , to 
visualize a song. 

Flannelgraphs that use large figures and simple 
backgrounds. 

FingerpJays-simple rhymes that are drama tized 
by the chi ldren. 

Lap-sized sand table· that is made from a cake pan. 
Cover the bottom with enough sand to hol d stand up 
fig ures that have been cut from Sunday school papers 
and mounted on cardboa rd. Add trees tha t are made 
from tw igs or sponges and buildings and tents made 
from paper or boxes. 

Peep box to arouse the curiousity of litt le ones. 
Arrange figures and background in a shoebox to tell 
the Bible story. Put on the cover and cut a hole in 
one end of the box so the ch ildre n ca n peek at the 
sce ne. 

Story bag made from bright cloth and closed 
with a drawstr ing. Fi ll it with one or more objects 
tha t wi ll help to tell the Bible story. 

Puppets to teach songs or tell a story. Use paper 
bag puppets, s tick puppets, or JUSt simple figures 
cut from constT'.lction paper. 
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