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CHARACTERISTICS OF A

BELIEVER'S WALK

e hear our children sing in Sun-
day school, “Oh, be careful little
foet where you go." There I3 a
great deal of truth in that phrase,
The believer has a different walk
from the people who do not Enow
God, It Is Interesting to observe
people as they walk, some cin
be |dentified by their walk even
at a preat distance, S0 is it true
of a believer's walk, Walking writh
God is one of the greatest experi-
ences that we can have upon this
earth, It is sald of Enoch, "He
walked with God.” This would be
the greatest compliment that could
be given of a bellever. Can others
gay that of us as they watch us
from day to day?

By walking we progress, A be-
lisver cannmot stand still; he goes
on, God expectz the believer to
wallk |n Hiz ways. We have Ro-
mans B:4: "Therefore we are buried
with him by baptism into death:
that like as Christ was raised up
from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should
walk In newness of life” Motice,
we should walk In “newness of
life,” which designates new goals
for the believer. His oyes are fixed
on Jesus Christ; he strives daily
to Hve his life to the glory of God.
And also, in childlike fear, he
dreads to offend God by any sin

The believer is alse a student
of the Word, He has learned that
God's Word 1 & light unto his path
and a lamp unto his feet, We have
all carried & flaghlight or soma
other kind of light at night. That
light will not throw its beam too

far ahead of ws, but ww have &
good bright light just bhefore us
Each step we take the light goes
hefore us, So it is true in the ex-
perience of the belisver; he dally
neads the lght of God's Word to
keep him on the nareowr way that
leads to life

The believer realizes that God's
Word pives direction, "But [ say
walle by the Spirit, and wou will
not carry out the desires of the
flesh* (Gal 5:16, Mew Am, SL).
Herg we are admonished to walk
by the Spirit, Let os remember
that walking takes energy and de-
termination. How do we walk by
the Spirit? By following the direc-
tions we have in the Word of God.
Grod told Abram in Genesis 17:0:
"When Abram was ninety years
ald and nlne, the Lord appeared
to Abram, and Eaid unto him, T
am the Almighty God: walle before
me, and be thou perfect.’ ™

There iz happiness for the be-
ligver who walks by the Splrit, The
Paalmist haz sald in Psalm 1,
“Blessed is the man that walketh
not inm the coungel of the ungodly.”
Tha parson who walks by the Spirit
can po to bed at night with a clear
consclence, We will not carry out
the sinful desires of the flesh, Wa
must recognize that we, the same
individuals who love God with a
holy love, have our own salf-will,
our flesh and such sins as immor-
allty, impurity, sensuality, idola-
try, eic., which have been cruckfied
and must be put to death dally.
We suffer such things in order that
we may learn humility and self-
denial, A=z Paul admonishes the
Galatlans, =0 he would that we be
admonished—to walk by the Spirit,

According to the Word

The believer's walk must be con-
sistent, "I therefore, the prisoner
of the Lord, beseech wvou that ve
walk worthy of the vocation where-
with ye are called” (Eph. 4:1).
Here Paul expressss hls coscersn
for the Ephesian balievers that
they walk worthy of the Gospel,
Why? Because other peopla who
do not read the Bible are watching
our walk, our motives, how we
stand up umder pressure, under
ternptation and under trizls. There
is only one way in which believers
can walk worthy of the Gospol—as
they daily depend upon God for
strength for each day,

The believer also walks in love.
“#nd wallk in love, ag Christ also
loved us, and hath given himsalf
for ws an offering and & =acrifice
to God for & swest-smalling sav-
our” (Eph. B:3), How different this
worlkd would be if every Christian
would walk In love as we are ad-
monished by this verse, When we
walk in love our one aim and amhbi-
tion Is to bring plory to God with
our lives, When we are asked to
share our faith, whether it be by
song, testimony or by some deed
of kindnéss, we should always be
glad and count it a privilepe to
diy 50

It was God's love that provideéd
our salvation, Are we reflacting
God's love today? Do we say, have
me excused? Let us remember this
verse: “And walk In love as Christ
loved us.” There is Christlikeness
shown when we walk in love. "He
that saith he abideth in him ooght
himself also so to walk, even as
he wallked™ (I John 2:6).

—Ernest Langness
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Another story from the files of Pocific Garden Mission

ARNOLD VANDER MEULEN
and the Prayer on Paper

From the start, his mother and
I tried to teach Arncld the differ-
ence bebween right and wrong. But
in 1838 when he was fourteen, he'd
been in criminal court twice, and
we knewr wa had falled,

One night he staggered in the
front door of our Grand Rapids
home and knocked over things, For
the third time that wealk, he was
drumlks,

Oh, Arnold, here, Jet me help
you up to bed, Baby," 1 heard
his mother say. Mot a word about
the things,

“Cut out that ‘baby' stuff, Mom,"

the hoy anared ‘“Leave ma
alona."

"Your bed's turned down. Can
I help you up, Arnold?™

"Maw, just leave me alone.” He
stumbled toward the stalrs,

His mother and 1 listened as
Arnold labored along the hall into
hiz own moom. When we heard
the bed springs twang as he fell
across the hed, we started upstairs,
too, o GuE roam.

Later that night, we knelt amd
pleaded for help. “Lord, we don't
know where wo've failed the boy.
We've done the best we know how.
Please help him,” we said, “If we
have failed him, forgive us, But
abowve all, take him all the way
inte Your hands and somehow
change him into the swesat, kind
boy he used to be ™

But while we were praying,
Arnold tiptoed past our pertly
aopened door, down the stalrs and
out the front door. He must have
heard our volces as we prayed,
for out in the yard he shooted,
“l don't peed Your help, God, ar
anybody else's. I don*t want any
part of You as long as I live, So
got thiz once and for all, T don't
care If You are God. You leave
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me alone.” Then he went down
the walk and slammed the gate
behind him, Armold had left home.

He kept in touch with us for
the next two vears. A postcard
from Mew York, a scribbled note
oft some dirty white paper from
Tulse. He didn't say much, but
hiz mother and I got the picture—
fighting fists, crooked dice, gam-
bling, heavy drinking, He found out
ahout dope those two wears, too.

Hiz mother and 1 and his sister
Ruth tallked about Armold a ot
those years, Once in a while [ won-
deced if T should lel the authori-
ties know aboot him, but T realized
I didn't have to do so, In two vears,
Amaold bad landed in fails in al-
most every state in the country.

But we kept hoping—and pray-
tng. One summer night, hls mother
and T were an the glider on the
front porch for & breath of air
We were reminiscing about the
boy, and hiz mother began to cry
a little, I slipped my arm around
her and right there we knelt in
the darkness.

While we were kneeling and
praying quietly, we heard some-
one come up the walk and then
Arnokd's voles,

"Hey, Mom, Dad. |z that any
way to greet the prodigal son?
Come on, up on your feet, Acoord-
ing to the Bible, you're supposed
to kill a fatied calf, st least n
chickean, You ought to know that"

He sounded older and tougher.
But no matter, Arnold was homa,
We were thankful, and he was
sober, oo,

For the next few days, his
mother cooked only his favorite
meals, and | made a loi of talk
about having some of his neighbor-
hood pels over, Most of the time
he hung around the house in a

pair of old slacks, He was thinner
and he looked tired, but we were
almost sure he was ready to male
a now startl,

He'd bean home about two weaks
when T pot a call from the county
Jall, 1 didn't know how to tell his
mather. 1 didn't heve to,

T know that look on your face,'"
ghe zald. “Something's happened to
Arnold.”

“Wou're right,” T sald, “He's in
jall  agpin, Some photographic
equipment was stolan from a ear
in town, The car belonged to the
district attorney, It was Arnold
that took the stuff."

His trial came up the next Wed-
nesday. | didn't hope for any leni-
ency, but the judge's sternness
shocked me, “I'm sick and fired
of looking at wyour smearing face,
Amold Vander Meulen, Youo're be-
vond the help of this court, I've
never sant 8 sixtesn-year-old boy
to the state penitentiary before. No
other judge in Michigan has, eithar.
But I am sending you. One to flve
vears In Michlgan state prison,
Amold Vender Meulen,™

The term might have been longer
—his mother and [ tried to console
each other, Maybe with good be-
havior it would be less, we told
pursalves. Bul Arnobd didn't know
the meaning of good behavior, in
jail or oot After three years they
relepsed him, We knew the date
he was getting out and we sat in
our lving reom and walted, “He'll
come home, of course," we assured
oursalves,

But Arnold didn’t come home, In-
stead he began another shiftless
tour of the country, drinking. gam-
bling, living on dope.

Every six months or 50, his alm-
less cirenit brought him into Grand
Rapids. He'd stay with us o week
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or more, drinking steadily; then
push on, It was one of those times
hig draft notice came, He was tak-
ing phenobarkital then, day and
night, and he woke up one morn-
ing gropgy with the dope and
drink, to find the letter in his
mother’s hand,

“They want me to fight for my
country. That's a lsugh” Armold
told uws. But he didn't have the
nerve to dodge the povernment
orders.

“We've got to keep on praying,”
I told his mother over and over.
“Who knows, maybe the army dis-
cipline will help him_"

This seemed to make sense to
both of vz, It was & new hope
Maybe in the war, Arnold would
meet 8 chaplain, might start &0
pray hecsuse he was lonesome or
afraid, He might turn to God for
help.

We should have had less confli-
denee in our plans then that, per-
haps, He met gambling partners
instead of chaplains. Liquor wmas
easler than ever to get, Shipped
gwerseas bo the Philippines, Arndald
found oot about earming easy
money with the black market.

The scrapes he got himself into
were 8o filthy and involved that
he had to desert, In order to get
back to this country, he had to
re-enlist under another name, of
course, Back in the States, he de-
sorted again. And i wasn't long
before the army caught wp with
him on another of his junkets
around the country, He was arrrest-
ed for double desertion,

Thay took him back to the West
Coast for court-martial, rather,
they started out with him, When
the train stopped for water on a
mountain  betwesn WMevada and
California, Arnokd  slugged  his
guard with his handcuffs, took his
keys, got rid of the handcuffs and
esciped,

From then on, he was a fugitive.
He went Into every state but one,
amd almost teice as many jeils,
When he was cloge enough, 1'd
try to take time off from work
to wigit him in jail, Sometimes I
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prayed with him, Sometimes 1 just
slipped him & piece of paper with
a Scripture werse on it He was
still scoffing. “Religion—nuts."

Ot of jail, on a good day, he'd
call us, What he said and how
was always the same, Tough and
loud and cocksure, What his
mother and T said to him never
changed, sither. “God can sawve
vou from the ultermost o the ut-
termost, Armold, Son." But he al-
ways gave us back, "Aw, cul it
out, You're both goofy.”

In Movember, 18047, he wandered
into Grand Rapids without even
calling us first. He just strolled
Into the house one day, tossed his
mussed coat on the dining room
tahle and settled down In the easy
chair in the front mom. “Thought
I'd like a little time with the old
folks at home," he told us.

His mother and I didn't ask
much about where he'd been or
whore he was supposed to be We
didnt mention his army desertion
at all, But he seemed so doclle,
we began o hope sgain. [ ashked
him to go to church with me,

“Wou're kiddin," he said and
picked up the paper.

“No, I'm noi, Ammold, Even if
you - gt there and laugh ool joed
in the middle of the service, T want
you to come. '

He pulled himself fo his fest,
“Oh, well, It might be good for
& laugh at that. Wait till I get
myseElf a tie

I don't kenow whether Arnold got
his laughs out of that meeting. I'm
sure he didn't gat much elss,

From thal night on, he drank
harder than ever. To pay for his
liguor he needed cash. Months
later, T found out he got it by
writing bad checks, At home he
velled at his maother and corsed
IThez,

The situation snapped after be'd
been home about &8 month. His
mother and I were In town, Arnold
and Ruth were at home, Arnold
wins drunk,

Ruthie told us later thal he sat
clutching his bottle and watching
her stack the dishes.

“Do you have to put your ¢iga-
retite out in the good dinner
plates?” she asked him.

“Shut up," he told her,

“Looks like you could reach just
gix more inches and hit the ash
Lra:.r-ll

“Shut up, T said.”

"Mother loves those plates
and—"

Arnold lunged for her and caught
her throat, "1 said shut up™ he
shouted . They swayed for a second,
then both toppled to the floor.

That's the way wo found them
when we gol home. Ruth was un-
conseions, Amold hed passed out
trying to choke har,

Meither his mother nor 1 spoke
to him when he picked hirmself up
from the Moor and shuffled wp-
stairs. We could hear him slam-
ming things into his suitcase. After
awhile he came down and siood
in the doorway and said he was
leaving.

He was still our boy, We sbll
lowed him and wished we could
help him. But we could not say
we really wanted him around.

Arnold found his way o Chicago,
Wew Year's Eve, e sat in a cheap
dive on South State Street, drinking
and listening to the drunks around
him talk about their Mew Year's
resolotion,

He didn't finish his drink. He
told us later that he realized he
wisn't any beller than those
drunk=, Ho thought if he got oot
in the cold night alr and walked,
he could figure something out. For
the first time in his life, he was
scared. He knmew he was wanted
by the Federal government for de-
sertion, by the state of Michigan
for bad checks and by the Philip-
ping povernment for his army
black marketing.

He drifted south on State Street
whera he saw the sign that read,
"Jesus Saves—Pacific Garden Mis-
sion.” Amold went inside and =sat
down.

He told his mother and me later
that he sat down in the back row
and hegan to cry, Probably he was

[Cradimund o pege &]
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CONFEREMCE OF FREE
LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS
IN BRAZIL

The week of July 23 through 28
was a great splritual event for our
new Free Lutheran Association in
Brazil, This week was ocur annual
Evangelism Conference held in
the Central Church of Campo
Mourao. The last three davs of
the Conference wera used as ses-
sions for the annual get-together
of the Free Lutheran Congrega-
tlong Here. Last wear, with Frances
and Alvin Grothe present, and nine
lay-delegates from four congrega-
tions, we organized our Association
and adopted the Twelve Fundamen-
tal Principles, This wear we won-
dered how we would manage such
a conference, Several apeakers
ware Invited and no one seemed
free to come in Julv, Then also,
with no other pastoral help, it
seemed almost an impossibility,

Porizee foh= Abwl leading o dhigimion ol the

B I i

I Eank . Cordersnca spsak
aill LeRoy b shows wsoied af the spper righi.
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Fori of iha pudisres of gn Evening =ivice

Wao have a great Savier for whom
the Impossikle ia only an invitation
to prayer, It is marvelous to see
how He works things oot. A mis-
glonary  couple, friends of ours
from years back when we studied
lapguape in Campina, came to our
ald. EBill and Jane LeRoy, now
worlking in Sao Paulo with the
Bikle Presbyterian Mission, said
they could come ouf In July and
so we were blessed with a fine
gpeaker amd good  fellowship
throughout the weesle Rill LeRoy
is alstd editor of an intér-
church paper called the "“Funda-
mentalista” and is Executive Sec-
retary of the Association of
Fundamental Evangelical Chuarch-
&5 of Brazil. He showed us many
interesting films end brought mes-
sages of preat blessing to all of
us. The church was full eech eve-
ning and on the last night pached

with more than 300 persons,

We were happy for the good rep-
resentation sent by our five small
gnd new churches. In all 16 lay
delegates repistered. They held
their business meetings amd had
their meals and lodging at our new
Bible school. Last wear we had
elected owr flest Executive Com-
mittee and had suggested a small
budget for esach church, The bud-
get was divided into threa needs—
Bible Insitute, publications, and
national missions. The total for the
four churches of last vear was only
about S300, but all of them had
paid in their full amount by Confer-

-

VoHng delegoies =t ihe 1968 dnnsal Canfer.
srgm, Povicr Absl i thown slording ot Hig S,

ence, Ume. Mow for this coming
vear, with one more church added
t our group, we have raised our
individual goals about 20 percent,
We thank God for this beginning
aof a Mational Brazilisn Free Lu-
theran Association. Though they
are not giving much at present,
we feel it 8 a pood beéginning,
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for all of them are still in the
midst of their awn bullding pro-

Brams

& nighily svoegelam mesfing of the Confar-
mee. The maalingy feok ploms of & churth

in Camipe Maurai.

The Conference also elected
gome new officers to their Execu-
tive Committee. This was neces-
gary since Misslonary Grothe, our
Secretary, was no longer with us
Also, our treasurer, Senhor August
Schultz, had mowved to a city gulie
far away. The following Committes
members were alected:

Rev. John H. Abel, president

Senhor Braz Inaclo Rezends,

15t Vice Pres,

Senhor Alfredo Max Westphal,

2nd Vice Pres,

Sephor Raimundo Dos Santos,

lst Secretary
Senhor Adao Benz, Znd Secretary
Senhor Jose Pereira da Silva,

lat Treasurer
Senhor Joao Jose da Costa,

2nd Treasurer

In these men, all five congrega-
tlons are reprosented, and most

Codderence wobmiser cooks wih Wiy,
Adml in the conter,

Jobn
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important, they are spiritual lead-
ers in their own congregations,
Severnl ladies came from owr
far-out churches and were volun-
teer ocooks for the Conference,
Everyvone seamed enthusiastlc and
bléssed by the Conference fellowr-
ship. We ask your constant prayess
for the leaders and the new congre-
gations, that they mey see neal
gpiritual fruit and progress In the
building up of Christ's Kingdom
in their midst this coming year.
Brethren, pray for us,
—John H. Abal

ARNOLD VANDER MEULEM

{ Carreren froen page )

looking for a handkerchicf when
he reached into his back pocket, hut
whatever, ha pulled out somea
crumpled paper. It was the prayer
I had given him the last time I'd
seen him in jail,

He read it. "God be merciful
to me a sinpner and save me nOow,
For Jesus' sake” He read it again.
“God be merciful to me a sinner
and .save me now, For Jesus'
sake. And sgain.

That was all. Amald accepted
Christ. Right there. Cuietly, by
himself. Mo one had said & word
it him about glving up to God,

1 don't remember what his moth-
er and I =aid to each other the
night Amnold called to tell us the
good news, To God we zaid a big
“thank you.™

Yet Amold was slill in trouble,
He was a fugitive from three gov-
ernments, Before he could give
himself wup, the FBI traced him
o the Pacific Garden Mission.
Amaold submitted meelkly, was sent
to southern Michigan state prison
for those bad checks he'd cashed
in Grand Raplds for his liguor,

The night before he left for the
state penitentlary, I saw him In
jail. He hod changed. This time,
wie prayod together. He had a for-
gery szentence of two to fourtesn

years to serve! after that, a charge
of army desertion. Still 1 tald him,
“Grod will never leave you nor for-
sake you,” T could tell he meant
it when he said, ‘T know i, Dad"”

God was with Arnold. Even the
Michigan warden saw how he had
changad. “You're a differant man,
Vander Meulen. Understand you
have had some Bible training,™ the
warden sald, “Wonder I yvou'd like
to teach our men's Bible class?™
Taught by Armold, that class mush-
roomed from a handful of prisoners
to six hundred men.

Then Arnold sat down and wriole
the whole story of his black mar-
keting, desertion and his comver-
gion and sent it to the office of
the adjutant peneral of the army.

Honorable discharge in a few
weaks came through for him and
eligibility to collect some bonus
money fromn the state. That bonus
paid off exactly to the penny what
he owed for bad checks,

From Presideni Cueron of the
Philippinez came a letier setting
aslde all charges against Arnold
im that countriy.

After nineteen months of his
fourteen-vear term, Arnold was re-
leased. Good behavier was the reg-
wlar thing with him. Thiz time,
his mother and 1 didn't worry
about whether he would come
home the day he wazs freed. We
knew he would, He did, too.

But mot for long. Almost as soon
as he was out of jall, Arnold began
touring the country.

But not In the way he'd toured
it before, This time it was as
an evangelst, telling others owver
the country the difforence bétwesn
right and wrong, and explaiming
to them how Jesus Christ can make
that difference a reality,

—Reprinted from Unshockled
(Moody Preza, 1952) by permission
of Pacific Garden Mission

(Ed, Mote: 1 hawve met Arnold
Vander Meulen both in Roslyn, 5,
Dak., and at the Pacific Garden
Misslon tn Chicago, Truly, his con-
version s one of the great lustra-
tions of God's graceé in our time.)
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EITCHEN TABLE FELLOWSHIP

Lapra Koskela, Cloquet, Minnesota

In our present day of much dis-
cussion of scholarly theses in theol-
ogy, the hurrled activites of local
church activities, the writlng of
many articles on varied comtem-
porary religious, social, and politi-
cal views and their implications,
the blaring forth of news from our
radios, TV, and newspapers—much
of it distressing, alarming, bad
news—in this kind of day, isn't it
good to stop from time fo time
to have fellowship over the coffes
cups with others? Isn't it pood to
git leisuraly &t the kitchen tahble,
letting the dirty dishes wait, while
we chat with another, person to
perzon, about good news? And
what better news to discuss than
the Gospel news—aof all that God
has done for us in Christ, all that
He iz doing for us in our present
circumstances, amd all that He
promises to do for us in the futurs?
We can say as Jereminh did im
Lamentations 32223 “Thea
steadfast love of the Lord never
ceases; his mercies never come
to an epnd;, they are new every
morming; great iz thy faithful-
nesa.”

Revelution 3:20 is the familiar
verseé whers the Lord says, "Be-
hold, I stand at the door and
knock: if any one hears my volce
gnd opens the door, [ will come
in to him and eat with him, and
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he with me."” Isnt that a good
picture of fellowship? Or how about
the account in Luke 24, where
Jesusg talked about the Good Mews
with the two disclples on the Em-
maus rond and had fellowship with
tham at their table in their home?

It seams to me that “kitches
table fellowship” is a natural set-
ting for “person-to-person  shar-
Ing,” and a wonderful opportunity
for down-to-carth Christian  wit-
nissing, The kitchen table atmos-
phere |5 Informal; stripped of the
proprieties of social behavior: the
lovely and exact table settings, the
fashionable clothes, the almost too
orderly house (enjovable and de-
sirable as these are in themselvas) .
The kitchen setting is ope of “come
as you are and take me as I am™—
which promotes that feeling of free
acceptance of one anpother and
often leads to open, frank, confi-
dential dizcussions betwsen per-
sns.

Let's think back: What did we
do when we recelved a letter in
the morning’s mail telling us of
the safe return of a loved one In
the Armed Services? Or, we got
the exciting news about a material
"windfall” of financial success
coming our way? Or wa heard en-
couraging news of the upturn in
the recovery of a =ick person?
Why, we dashed over to our neigh-
bor's home, or to our telephone
to tovite her over for a cup of

coffes, so that we could share our
good news!

But sometimes the news we had
received was sad, or worrisome,
fearful mews. What did we do then?
More often than not, we sought
the kitchen table in the home of
# close friend. Or, under pretense
of an ordinary ‘coffes break,’ we
invited our friend over, inwardly
hoplng for courage to bring up the
heavy subject on our hearts, In
order to get help, or advice, or
evenn the 'releaze’ of expounding
to "a Hetening ear.”

S0 our kitchens can be ‘havens'
they can be as effective az great
temples of the Lord: They can be-
come “domestic way-side chapels™
for the home-kesper and her
friends. And the first and foremost
guest to invite to every coffee-cup
gathering is the Lord Jesus Christ.
He is never ton busy to come;
He Is ever present to bless when
“two or three are gathered In his
name." He has promised o angwher
when we call. He ecan enlighten
our thinklng and our convers-
tions. He will increage the joys
and lessen the burdens of those
present. The kitchen table can be-
come &n altar—where prayers of
thanksgiving, supplication, and in-
tercession can Ascend to our
prayer-answering God, and where
Hiz grace can be received to fill
every nead

But bewsre, lest the kitchen
table fellowship simply becomes &
ritwal, full of empty words, “taking
on the form of godlingss, and deny-
ing the power theroof.” The devil
would not be concerned about that
kind of fellowship. He would just
be glad for itz ineffectiveness in
Christian witnessing,

What about your kitchen table
fellowship? Is it an airing place
for distressing world news, unkind
neighborhood gossip, petty person-
al grievances or complaints? Or
ig it n comer of sunshine, where
friends come to talk and laugh,
share and pray, and where Jesus
is the 'silent Listener to every con-
versation'? Did your telephone
message say, “Come on over for
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a cup of coffes] T want you to
mest & Friend of mine!® If so,
that's & sure sign that yvour kitchen
table fellowship is one of the finest
in the nelghborhood.

“It may be on a kitchen floor,
Or in a busy shopping store,
Or teaching, nurzing, day by day,
Tl lmb and brain almost give
WY
Yat if, just there, by Jesus thou
art found,
The place thou standest on is holy
EI."D'I.II'H’.."
—DM. Colley, from “Springs
in the Vallay™ by Mrs,
C. E. Cowman

BELESSINGS AT FAMILY CAMP

The first annual West Coast Dis-
trict Family Bible Camp of the
AFLC wms held at Camp Gilead
near Carnation, Washington, Au-
gusi 26 through September 1.

More than one hundred aduolts,
teenapers, and children attended
from Spokane, Ferndale, Eversti,
Kirkland, Kent, and Seattla, Wash-
ington: and Astoria, Oregon, About
forty-three porsons were registered
from Calvary Free Lutheran.

Marning classes were conductad
in throe divisions—children, tecn-
gpers end aduoliz, Maln speakers
were Missionaty L. C. Dynneson of
MNogales, Arizona; Pastor Jay Erick-
aon of Ferndale, Pastor Ray Pers-
gom of Astoria, and Pastor Robert
Rieth of Kirkland,

Main highlights of the camp could
be noted—the beautiful weather for
most of the week, the challenging
Bible classes and evangelistic ser-
vices, the tremendous meals pre-
pared by Everett ladies, the soul-
inspiring testimonies and =inging
arouml the campfire each evening,
the swest spirit of onity and fel-
fowrship, but the greatest thrill was
to see young people come to accept
Jesus as thefr personal Savior, That
was the greatest!

==Echoes from Calvary,
Ewearett, Wash,
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HOW TO USE

A, C. Reuter

A man sturnbles apalnat a chair
and blames the fool who put It
there, or curges the chale itself,

Parents have sometimes observed
that thelr child while playing with
a doll will give it a vigorous spank-
ing. What has dolly done wrong?
She didn't pick up her toys.

What I's Guilt-projection?

We've bean illustrating a phe-
nomenon which is called “guilt-
projection”; which means, to hlame
somenne alse with your fanlea,

A projector, of course, is & ma-
chime which takes small pictures
nnd throws them at a scresn, mak-
ing them larger.

“Guilt-projection" iz a relatively
new term. But God, who “knows
what iz in man," gave this insight
to hlz apostle long ago. In his Let-
ter to the Romans, Paul wrobe:

“Therefore wou hewve no excuse,
0 man, whoever vou are, when you
judpe another; for in passing judg-
meent upon him you condermp your-
self, because you, the judgs, are
doing the very same thing" (Rom.
2:1).

i0ld Emperocr Mero couldn't con-
ceive that anyone elie could be
chaste, sincé he was so rotten hime
galf.

A man who has been frolicking
with women will sometimes try to
drown out his moaring conscience
by londly accusing his wife of mak-
ing &yes at the milkman.

A new member in & club will
yvammer about the officers: they're
g0 set in their ways; they won't
accept any new ldeas, The fact
that he had never yot offered any
new ldeas does not matter, for
he himsef is rigid and unyielding;
therefore he accuses all others of
being as he is, even though he may
not realize what he =,

The ecommon gossip that races
phout, baffling us with its insccur-
cacy, often itz sheer impossibility

A SCAPEGOAT

and utter wviciousness, is Hkely
samenne's projection af gullt.

In the moral sphers, the critics
are often the failures. The greater
sinners pass the harsher judgments.
They—and we—look for a scape-
Ennt.

Why Wa Say “Srapegoat™

Did you know that this term,
scapegoet, comes from the Bible?

Om the 10th day of the Tth month
in the Jewish calendar, there was
observed the "Day of Atonement.”
On the morming of that day, the
High Priest would bathe himself
and put on the holy garments of
hiz office: the coat, the troosers,
the girdle, and the headdress of
white eloth. Then he would kill a
young bull and go bahind the awe-
some curtain, into the Holy of Ho-
liez, and =sprinkle its biood on the
Merey Seal and on the floor, Mext
he would kill & goal likowise and
sprinkle itz blood on the Mercy
Seat and again on the floor, Then
he would sprinkle the remaining
hlood from these twoe animals on
the other items in the larper sanc-
tuary, the Holy Place. Mext, the
High Priest would go into the
courtyard, where there would be
anather goat, Laying his hands upon
the scapegoat, he would confess
over it all the sins of the people
An assistant would next lead the
goat away into the wilderness and
there let him loose, to signify that
God  had  thershy taken away
Israol's puilt—just as it is writtén
in Psalm 103: 12, {which may waell
have been an allusion to this rite):
“#Ag far ag the east I3 from the west,
so far does he remove our trans-
gressions from oa™

This was Guilt-projecition (ool
The whole nation had a scapegoat.
God, the Seapegon

It's Intripuing that God should
have adapted himself to our guilt-
projection tendencies.

[Cortined on pege 4]
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NO GBELIGATION

The comic strip "David Crane” has enjoyed a
life of ten years or so. It portrays a young minister
in Boulder Bluff, a locale which sometimes seems
to be little more than a crossroads hamiet and then
again 1= a thriving metropalis,

It is as the latter that one may find hippies
in Boulder Bluff and that leads to the episode cur-
remtly running. A gird, supposedly from David Crane’s
congregation, wishes to marry some “far out” char-
acter named “Mother” Wilson, Jan's mother asks
Mr, Crane, whose theology we do not know but whose
practices are liberal, o promise not o marcy her
doughter and Wilson if they ask him to marry them.
Whereupon, the minister says, "1 can't promise that
birs, Kemper. .. Il they have a license T have no
choice!”

It iz not known what the writer of the strip means
by that If he means that David Crane-in hia own
conscience cannot refuse to marmy any couplé appeir-
ing before him with a license, that is one thing.
But if it is inferred that a pastor b8 duty-bound
by either civil or church laws to marry every couple
which comes to him for that purpose, the inferonce
is completely wrong, Mo pastor, fo our knowledge,
Iz under eny such obligation. Civil officials are under
a much stronger compulsion.

Minlstera wary in their practices, to be surs, but
there are some Instances In which pastors may refuse
to be a party to a wedding, One such is the remar-
riage of divorced persons, That was dealt with im
these columns some time ago.

One pastor of our acguaintence was faced with
a marrlage In which one pariner had mentel-social
deficiencies. After much soul-searching and investiga-
tion, and there being no legal impediment, he per-
formed the marriage. Time proved that it was a
tragic mistake, Another pastor might, just might,
have meds a different and correct personal decision
on whether to perform that ceremony.

In ong town where we served, wedding dances
were someatimes held We two Lutheran pastors in
that town let it be known to our congregations that
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wie would not perform any MAITiRge CeEMMMOony, Cer-
tainly not knowingly, which was to be followed by
a weilding dance. The resson: we couldn't ses any
connection between o sacred religious service amd
a wedding dence.

COthar reasons which might prevent a minister
from marryving a couple could include mixed faith
marriages in which the chances for incompetibility
spamed too great and situations in which there was
grave doubt about one of the partners moral or
spiritual character,

Therefore, it lsn't trwe that if a couple appears
before a minister, wedding license in hand, thai
he has no choice but to conduct the ceremony. That
there may be clergymen who take the position which
David Crane seems to have is possible, bui we haven't
met them, Mot everyone will follow the same rules,
but ench one has some scruples, we hope.

LIEE A NEW START

Association Lutheran Bible School has been in,
operation for two years but the start of the third
terrm | almost llke a new beginning. The reason
for that is undoubtedly the fact that the new dormi-
tory building is being uwsed for the first time. That
and the fact that the achool has its first foll-time
dean, Pastor Richard Snipstead,

Another thing, more stwdents are at the Bible
School than ever before, There aren't as many as
hoped for, but there is an increase and enrellment
will grow with the wyears. Perhaps it is just as wall
that growih i gradual and adjusiments can be made
with seme chance of success,

Cur Bible School, even more than the Seminary,
will reach out to the youth of our church and beyond.
{We look forward to serving the young people of
ather Lutheran church bodies, too)) Eventually, every
congregation will have been represented at the school
by at least one student, Alumnl will be scattered
throughout the churches. The whole Association fel-
loweship will be tied more closely together.

ALBS iz a Bible school, Thus, it is nol a college
amd more i expected of its students than even of
those of a church college, Those who attend have
come to study the Bible, the Book we believe is
the most important and aothoritative in the world.
Mot all the young people who come to Bible Schoal
may be in right relationship with God through Christ
but we expect that they are sesking the kingdom
of God or are at feast willing to listen to His claims.
Maturally, we want the school to be a place whera
young people take very seriously this matter of rela-
tionship to the Lord and to their fellowmen.

We have indicated that not all who come to ALBS
may have a testimony to the Lordship of Christ
In their lives, That Iz one thing, bui we also do
not want o frighten anyone, or coax anyone, inko
speaking words in order to be in conformity, If
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there is & spoken witness, let it be genuine, Any
other kind dees no one any good,

Bible schools must have rules. Our stedents will
have regulations gowerning their life together, These
rules represent the spirit and desire of tho Associa-
tion, All who feel they are falr amd beneficial to
a commumnity gathered for the express purpose of
searching God's Word for God's will will be able
to look back in later lfe uvpon the year or two
spent at ALBS as a rich and rewarding period of
life

Throughout the church and among all the friends
of the school there is a deep sense of pgratdiude
and pride in this fine institution and ameng praying
people the prayer that ALBS will make a difference
in every life touched by Its ministry and, through
those lives, the whole world, :

THE GAF OF CREDIBILITY

Credible: that can be believed: worthy of belief
or trust; trustworthy; rellabla,

Credibility: the quality or state of belng credibie
(from Webster's New World Dictionary, 1960} .

The reports from Chicapo, 1968, and from Chicago
at the time of the Democratlc MNatlonal Convention
raise questions in one's own mind about credibility,
We have read just about everything we can pet
our hands om about the general sltuation in the “Sec-
ond City"™ 'that week and sew most of the television
coverage during the convention. And frankly, we
are confused [because the reports are so conflicting.
What is credible about it all?

A nationally-known woman columnist, who usually
skirts the resl political issues in her column, wrotes,
“Mever has & law-enforcing group (the police) been
more sorely bried, They received both bodily injury
and unspeéakably wile treatment from the hippies
in Grant Park. Yet mnever at any time did 1 =ee
policemen show more courtesy than the police of

Chicago,”™
On the other hand, a widely-known writer for

religious papers wrote this in a church tableid: “The
fact is that there was no law and order on the
streets of Chicago. The police, ignoring citizens’ rights
and dignity, broke the law with impunity. The 'orders
imposed on free Americans was the kind of discipline
that must axist in hell.”

Ome writér pictures the majority of the young
people who congregated on Michigan Avenue those
days as the flower of American youth, our nation’s
jast best hope, (Yes, they ¢o admit there wes some
profanity and vulgarity.}

Another writer sees them as far from that com-
mendable, as {with notable exceptions) tearing down
whait has worked In the past but with no alternatives
for building up again.

Mayor Richard Damley of Chicagoe is portrayed al-
ternately as an evil fascist tyrant and a man who
assessed p sibuntion and then took strong butb reason-
able measure to forestall greater trouble,

The reactioms 80 Chicago, for whatever else they
may be, are representative of the deep cleavage
which exisis In our country. Somehow there must
bt o middle ground toward which we can rally.

Another thing shown by all this is that people
gen and hear what they want o see and hear. What
is credible? What is really objective?

There is something of an analogy hers concerning
salvation, too. Man easily deceives himsell, He sees
what he wants to see. The Pharisee in the Temple
saw a most admirable man. But that is pot the
way God saw him., The publican that day was the
honest man. He saw what he did not want to seo
bt it changed his lifi,

Saul of Tarsus saw what he wanted to se¢ for
many years but when he finally saw things as they
were he became a new man, He said, "For his
snke 1 have lost everything. - _In order to pain Christ"
{Moffat),

We sep what we want to see and hear what
we want to hear, To have lfe with Christ we must
see things as they are.

QQE:&EHA

TO THE EDITOR

LET'S NOT AGGRAVATE
OLD WOUNDS

I'm writing in reply to yvour edi-
torial concerning the article, “Let
Us Finish the Job™ Along with
some of the other young people

Poge Ten

af our church, 1 read with disap-
pointment the challenge to finish
the Valley City disputa by taking
it to a higher court,

Mot having lost any proparty, we,
as young pecple, may be consid-
ered hasty in giving advice to
forget the dispute and continuoe
building with what we have. Bui
I fully agree with the editorial that
we as a church have been hlassed,
espeoinlly when I consider the num-
ber of youth who have enrolled
in our Bible Schoal this fall. Let's
not aggravete old wounds by go-

ing to man's courts to finish the
job. If there are those who sin-
cerely want to join our Fellowship,
they will do a0 even if it costs
them something. And think of
what the law fees could do, were
they used in the School or on the
mission field.

Let ua build in love even if we
beligve we have been deprived
of material poods, Others will look
on and lknow we have built with
lowve and humility.

Jane Thompson
Maoorhesd, Minn,
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FASTOR NIKUMEN INSTALLED
AT ONTONAGON

Owver 100 people attended the in-
spiring and impressive service on
Sunday, August 25, during which
Rev. Jemome C, Mikunen was in-
stalled 8% the first pastor of
Redeemer Free Lutheran Church,
Ontonagon, Michigan, Rew, Her-
bert Franz officiated at the 3:00
pomn. service.

Prior to the installstion Rewv.
Albert Hautamaki deliversd the
message charging both the pastor
and the congregation to be faithful
stewards and reminding them of
their duties and responsibilities to-
ward God and toward each other.
Rev. and Mrs, John Junttila, Mrs.
Kikunon's parents, sang a  duet,
"TT Go Where You Want Me To
Gﬂ-n

Assisting Rev. Franz with the
reading of appropriate portions of
Scripture and in the laving on of

hands For prayer were the follow-
ing: Otts Savukerson, Eben Jinc-
tion, Michigan; Kenneth Pentti,
Ishpeming. Michigan: Albert Hau-
tamaki, Megaunes, Michigan: John
Junttila, Chassell, Michigan: amd
Hans Tollefson, Hatton, North Da-
kota

Our sister congregations in Up-
per Michigan, Hope Free Lutheran
of Ishpeming and Calvary Free
Luiheran of Eben Junction, wors
well represented. Other Interested
peaple from the surrounding area
alzo attanded.

The Woamen's Misslonary Fed-
eration served a delicious lunch
at a reception following the service
in the parish room,

Redeemer Free Lutheran, one of
the Home Mission congregations in
the AFLC, was organized on Au-
pust 6, 1967 Pastor Franz was very
Inatrumental in organlzing the con-
gragation, as was Pastor Hauta-

Loy posiors omd posiors ealiag part in the inslollofion service wers, lefr R right:

Otfa Ecokerien, Kennalth Pesfli,
Junifila, and Ham Tolelian.
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Hasbart Frose, Jarcse Mikunen, Albert Houbomoki,

lchn

mitki who served as  vice-pastor
until Pastor Mikunen arrived in
Muy. Assisting Pastor Hautamakl
with the worship services wars Mr
Kenneth Pentti, Mr. Onni Jarvinen,
and Mr. Kenneth Williams of Ish-
peming as well as Mr. Henry Jo-
hangon of Cloquet.

The congregation is using the for-
mer Suomi Synod church, located
six miles west of Ontonagon, at
Grean, as thelr place of worship.
Besides the WMF, the organiza-
tiona Include the Sunday school,
confirmation class, Luther League
and a weekly BEible study and
prayer group. Daeily Yacatlon Bible
School was held for the first time
thiz surnimer and the enrcollment
was double that of the Sunday
school of last fall and winter, Adult
Imstruction was givem by Pastor
Heutamalki last spring and Pastor
MWikunen will be starting the second
such class thiz fall. Plans also In-
clude the organizing of a Junior
Mission Bamnd.

—Mrs. Tolvo Keranen, Secretary

HKVAM CHURCH OBSERVED
HER 100th ANNIVERSARY

KEvam Lutheran Church, rural
[ralton, Minn., cbserved her 100th
anniversary on August 24-25 The
congregation, one of the oldest in
the Association of Free Lutheran
Congregations, is served by Pastor
Harry C. Maolsire,

Present at the occasion were
three former pastors of the
church. Togeph Melby, Stamwood
Wash., who is also a son of the
congragation, spoke at the Satur-
day evening service, which was a
confirmation reunion. On Sunday
afternoon, the Rev. Rudolfs Krafts,
Circle Pines, Minn., and the Rey.
J, 0, Johanson, Delamere, M. Dak.,
spofe,

Ancther son of the congregation
iz Pastor Alton Knutson, a mission-
ary to Japan.

The president of the AFLC, the
Rev, John P, Strand, Minneapolis,
Minn., delivered the sermom on
Sunday moming.

The Kwvam chodr, the Sunday
aschool and warious individuals pro-
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Evom Luthsron Cherdh
vided special music for the anni-
varsary., Miss Julia Clauson was
the organist.

Kvam Lutheran Church is the
oldest comgregation in St Olaf
Township and was organized at the
Anders  Thompson  home.  The
church building was dedicated In
Oetober, 1874, on land donated by
Enute Evamme This strocture is
gtill in use but has undergone wari-
ous  improvements through the
vears. The basement was added
in 1928,

Tha following pastors have
served Kvam Church: T. Vetleson,
1868-T1; J. A. Bergh, 1BT1-T4; L
Tharaldson, 1875-81: M, Iverson,
1BEI-B4; A. Vold and T. K. Moen,
1885 A, Olson, 1836-28; E. Berlie,
1862-1937; 1. Melby, 1937-50; R.
Krafts, 1850-53; J. 0. Johanson,
1854-63; H, Molstre, 1964-88, Pas-
tor Carl 1. Ostby and Mr. Otto
Baulerson served in the interim
of 1963-64,

Evam Chorch was organized un-
der the Morwegian-Danish Luther-
an Conference, spent most of her
existence in the Lutheran Free
Church and since 1963 hag affiliat-
ed with the AFLC.

EVERETT, WASH.

Two young pecple from Calvary
Lutheran are attending Association
Lutheran Bible School in Minneap-
olis. They are Shirey Solheim and
Lyle Hangen, The Adult Fellowship
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of the congregation paid for their
traln fares to Minneapolis,

Pastor Francis Mongeth began
conducting services inm the Lake
Stevens community nesr here on
Sopt. 15, Services are held in the
former Assembly of God Church
at Hartford Crossing, across from
Cascade Lumber,

Calvary Lutheran will host the
West Coast District WMF rally on
Oct. & A nursery |s being arranged
for amall children.

KIRKLAND, WASH.

Daily Vacation Bible School at
fur Redeomer Lutheran brought
over 105 children and 22 worlers
to the church, Tt was held in Au-
gust,

Dedication of the new sanctuary
will take place in the latfter part
of October or In Movember, Robert
Rieth is pastor of the church.

SOUTH DAKOTA DISTRICT WMF
CONVENTION TO MEET IN
EAGLE BUTTE

Emmanuel Ladies Aid, Eagle
Butte, will be the hostess to the
South Dakota District annual con-
wvention of the Women's Missionary
Federation, The date is Wed,, Oct
18,

A relatively new congregation,
this will be the first time that any
district gathering has been held
at Emmanue]l. The Rev, A. L.
Hokonson is pastor of the church,

Mrs. Herbert W. Presbeng, Graf-
ton, M. Dak., president of the na-
tonal organlzation, will be the
puest speaker. Morning and after-
noon sessions are being planned.

Mrs, Ruth Hlouchs, Chamber-
luin, is the state president.

PERSONALITIES

Rev, Harry €. Molstre, Dalton,
Minn. has aceepted a call to serve
Grace Lutheran Church, WValley
City, M. Dak.,, and Zion Lutheran
Church, Valley City, N, Dak. He
will tele up his new pastorate in
December.

Rev. Julius Hermunslie, Spicer,
Minn, has resigned as pastor of
Green Lake Lutheran Church there.

REPORT ON NORTHERN

MICHIGAN BIBLE CAMP
“Prepare to mest thy God"
(Amos 4: 12) .

The Morthern Michigan Bible
Camp of the Association of Free
Lutheran Congregations was held
at Camp Shaw, Chatham, Michigan,
July 21-25. The above word was
the theme of our camp and how
irmportant a message and exhorta-
tiom it ls for our time. The mes-
sages by Dr, John Dahlin were in-
deed timely as he spoke to the
campers both moming and eve-
nings about prophecy in oor time.
The need to prepare and to be
ready for the coming of Jesus
Christ is urgent. Be watchful and
In prayer at all times. Dr. John
Dahlin, who 13 editor of the Dis-
perner magazine a&nd chairman of
the Religlon Analvsis Service,
comes from Minneapolis. Our mis-
sion messages wore brought to us
by Mr. and Mrs, Fobert Andrews,
missionaries to Bolivia under the
auspices of the World Mission
Prayer League. We were brought
much eloser to the worle of forelpn
misslons by his clear presentation.

We are gratefol to the Lord for
sending these God-fearing messan-
gers to present to us the message
of the unsearchable riches In Christ.
Dur thanks also to the cooks, the
camp manager, George Johnson and
Fred Woimanen and all the others
who helped to make our camp o
guccess. Above all, we give pralse
and thanks to God the Father for
Hiz abundant hblessings. My He
continually prepare us to meet Him-
self in the proper way.

—PRev, Alhert Hautamalkl, Director

NEW ADDRESSES

Rev. Jerome C. Mikunen
Star Roote, Box 0
Ontonagen, Michigan 40053

Pastor Sidney Swenson
205 Sheridan Ave, Mo.
Fergus Falls, Minn. 56537

Eev_ F. B. Monaeth
B467 Filgrim Lane
(sgen, Minnesota B5365H

The Lutheran Ambassador



Elindness can be a terrible thing.
We've probably all thought about
it at ane time or another end have
been especially aware of it when
we've seén g man led by a seeing-
ove dog or feeling with a white-
tipped cane for the edge of the
sidewall. Is there oneé of us who
would be willing to give up his
sight for even one day of experi-
encing how the blind person feels
as he geeks his way along strangs
fround or over Familiar ground
when it hes been elternd a little?

We think how sad that this per-
gon has been left without the ability
to know the wonders of just walk-
ing in the cltv at night, noticing
the [ights in the windows, the
neatly-trimmed green lawns and
hedges, the feathery gray clouds
passing over the whitish moon and
children's sllhoueiies as they bike
towards the safety of home, Or
the waving polden wheat with com-
bines busily moving down the field
gathering in the cut grain and leav-
ing chaff behind.

Hawve you thought of this lately?

You might think, “How sad it
is that they are deprived of sight,
while I can see the wonders of
God's world." Bot can ywou really
gae?

“Sure,” you say, “T use my ayes
from the moment 1 get up in the
morning.

Bt how long since wyou hawve
really used that zense of belng able
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to “look™ at another person, an-
other peaple, another sltuation, and
not only sympathize, but empa-
thize with them? Soms think it
takas walking In another's sghoes
bafore one can properly empathize
with him, but there is § compas-
sion which I have seen and read
about in Christ-centered Christinns
which surprises, overwhelms, and
causes one to wonder at its source,

Perhaps you've always thought
of yourself as sensitive to others’
needs and would be offended if
simeéone suggested thet you wers
unfeeling and cold to the neads
of others,

In thesa davs of the emphasis
on socinl action, it"a difficult not
to be aware of the desieabllity of
being kind to those of other races,
feeding the hunpry and clothing
the cold. We all know the empti-
ness of sayving “Be of pood cheer™
to someone who [s shivering and
then walking off feeling that you
hawve warmed his soul.

This I all good and well and
we as Christians should be the first
to sacrifice from cur own homes
of plenty or not-so-plenty for those
who are even less fortunate.

But let's take a look at the souls
you may have wounded today with
the insensitivity and blindness of
a sightless person.

How about that sharp remark
you made to your mother as she
reminded you of something that
wag already on your mind? Her

recninder  was  needless  or |t
brought to mind something un-
pleazant or it recalled to you that
she watches over wou & bit too
closely, You supposedly know
enough to get around on your own
now. You don't have to be remind-
ed to drive carefully, to do your
homeworlk, to pick up your clothes,
to be polite to your elders. It comes
natorally, doesn't it? Or does §t?
You ges, your mother knows you
better than wyou would have her
know you.

For those of wyou Hving with
roommites at school or whers vou
wiark, what about the cne who is
often left behind, the one who
ghuns your invitations to atbend
church with you, the one who last
week nesded someone to talk to
gnd you sald, “Sorry, I'd really
like to, but. . ™

Or mother or father reading this
page, what were your remarks at
the dinner table when someone in
the community came upon good
fortune? I=n't it strange that when
someong has trooble we are the
first ones to extend a hand, but
when somecsne cOMEs UPDD S0Me
unexpected good luck, such as an
inheritance, that feoling of envy
COMmEes Over us?

What kind of remerks do the chil-
dren hear from parents who ame
supposedly spiritually-sighted? 1=
there & case of untreated blindness
in wvour family? Certainly wou
would not lel this go uncered for
If it were physical.

In Pealm 82:5, David spesks of
“those who know not, nelther will
they understand; they wall on in
darlkness."

Wa Christisns feal we do nol fall
into that category because we have
accepted Christ personally, He has
given us new eyes to see the won-
droaes lowe amd compassion Gol
had for us. But this does not mean
that we have used these new eyes
to %2 the burdens and needs of
others. We have seen our need,
but the needs of those around ws
somehow do not seem &s large or
pressing.

Ag we enter into autumn of 1968
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let ws use the spiritusl eves God
has given us to be aware of the
new student in school, the special
needs of our collepe roommates,
the desirés of our parents to be
ghown love and respect, the loneli-
ness of business assoclates and of
the neighbors next door,

Let's cause them to wonder at
the Source of pur Christ-like com-
passion which can come only frorm
lnoking umte Jesus, the Author and
Finisher of our falth.

Luther Leagueers note: There are
many isswes today which can cause
ug w think and come to solutlons,
at can confuze us, Please use this
page to express yoursalyes on sub-
jects that disturb you or cause you
to give thanks. Let the older folks
know we ame thinking and praying
ahout our world, Send letiers and
comments to Jane Thompson, G10
16th St 5. Moorhead, Minn, 56560,
Secretaries, keep us up io date
on your league activities,

MNORTHERN MINMESOTANS
TO HOLD
LUTHER LEAGUE RALLY

The Morthern Minnesots District
af the AFLC will hold a fall Luthey
League rally  at Rose  Lutheran
Church, rural Roseau, on Sunday,
October 6 The moming worship
service will begin at 10:30 am.
with Rev, Edwin Kjos, host pastor,
presiding. The afternoon  session
will begin at 1:20 p.m. with Pastor
Gene  Sundby, Mewfolden, as
speaker. All are welcome to come
to this ralky.

Irvin M, Schmithe, president

WANTED

WANTED—=Y OUNG PEOPLE
FOR FOREIGN LAND, nol called
on to die for vour country, but
called on o live or die fior CHRIST
in BRAZIL. The need is desperals,
the door wide open, the work
growing, Pray the Lord of the
HARVEST for laborers for this har-
vest field, Write AFLC Foreign
Mission Board, Robert Enutson,
Chairman, McVille, N. Dalk. 58254,
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SCAPEGOAT

[ Comdinued fram pege 3]

A modern pleywright in Ger-
many illustrates this in hiz drama
entitled, "“The Sign of Jonah.”

The setting Is in Germany, right
after the last war, amid the ruins
and the hunger and the cold. The
penple are gour op life. Tt"s all God's
fault, they're saying. The more they
talk it ower, the angrier they pget
“Fod should be made to po through
what we have to take. He should be
dragged down from the sky and
made to feel what It 1g to be born
like our babies must be born. He
should be made to understand the
heartaches of a teenager, He should
go through what it is to have the
whole world down on you, And he
gshould die.... Let him feel that
te—niot an ezgy death either.. ..
Let him die by the inch. . .”

All 6t once, thers iz a silence, as
the realization creeps from the
stage all the way to the back of
the theater thet thiz is just whaot
did happen: that God did come
down from his lofty majesty to be
born in the meanest way: He did
become a refuges in Egypts he did
discover the pangs and fears of the
teenager; he did feel how it is to
hawve people hate you =0 hard that
their eyes bug out; and he did en-
dure a death that was gruesome and
drawm-out,

The Gospel shows us how our
Savior became our scapegoat, how
all the wvenom of our puilt was
drivwn off from ws and injected into
him! The scapepoat has carried our
laad ag far away as the east s from
the west!

This g what the atonement and
tha forgiveness of sing mean. Our
guilt has beon projected unto the
Chrigt, who on the cross became
utberly repugnant as the personi-
fleation of all the warld's flbs and
hate and lust and price-gouging
and dope-peddlings. So loathsome
wiag this pile of human shams sus-
pended from the cross that God
turned His back upon it, that the
garth shoddered, the sky went
Mack, and the scapegoat cried in

despair: "My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?’

Fracdam Thrm.rgh This
Secapegoat

Az (he result, wou can be for-
given. Mow you can look inside
voursall without fear, You don't
need to worry that you can't ap-
prove yourself. You lose your com-
pulsion to divert attention from
yvourself to vour neighbor. God has
approved you and double-signed
that approval with two sacramenis,
in which vou can feel and see and
taste that this is so. If God can
forgive you you can forgive your-
gelf; vou can telax with yourself;
you don't need to project to another
scapegoat,

Mow, when you soe another per-
gson making a mistake, you can
sympathize with him, You are free
to say: “What Iz there in my past
or present which is so very muach
like what he is doing? Why iz it
that T can podnt out his failing =o
cazily?'”

Instead of & fault-finding spirt,
vou hiave a tendermess in your heart,
for you have detected withowt your-
z8lf the odor of the same sin that
you have sniffed out in the other
man. Oh, that we might learn how
to project our guilt upon the scape-
goat provided by the Lord! Instead
of justifylng oursalves, instead of
alibing ourselves—0h, thad we
might let Him justify us! We would
then be fres from the shackles of
guilt which goad us to find some-
one else to hlame,

We would be free tn face our
frailties with the same disgust that
God haz for them without neading
to defend them, for our guilt would
be thrown ot the right scapegomt,
wha has earried il away as far as
the emst is from the west.

When we have learned to use the
Lord's scapegoat, then inside us
wi'll find. Instead of our accusing
gullt, the covering righteonzness of
Christ. Then we are free to become
in fact what God declaros we ame:
His children, for Jegus® sabe,

—Cpurtesy, Tract Misslon
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CHURCH-WORLD NEWS

GLEANINGS FROM AN
EDITOR'S READING

“Protestantism In its purest and
best tradition has given primary
congideration to the saving power
of the gospel of Christ in the lives
of individualz. It has not been un-
concerned about the soclal order.
The groatest social and political
propresa in the world has been
achieved in Protestant lands, but
Protestantism has held that it is
f debasing credo which says that
the individual does not matter, and
that the saved-or-lost relationship
with God and man iz immaterial”
—James DeFaorest Murch in Moody
Monthly, Septembear, 1968,

“In answering contemporcy
guestions about man and God, we
have declared our freedom from
historic truths and creeds, but
without any other solid ground to
rest apof. We have turned to a-
tional thought as an  euthority
about the Bible'"—Charles H.
Hart, M.I., in Together, Septem-
ber, 1868,

"Bt thers were some things that
for me did not require & soaking
period, Ome was the opening pro-
cessional (at the World Council of
Churches' Assemnbly in Sweden in
Julyd, to which I reacted in a quite
different way from Dir. Poling (the
late Dr. Poling) a generation ear-
lier. Perkaps it is because 1 am
not a liturgical sort of person, but
the pomp and circumstance de-
pressed me As T sat in my pew
in the magnificent Uppsala cathe-
dral of the state-supported Church
of Sweden and watched the eccles-
lastical fashion show—robes and
hepdpieces and pold-headed cines
in the hands of richly garbed pre-
latez, their rank distinguishable If
you knew what to look for —I could
not help thinking of the one who
started it all two thousand years
ago, and whera, if he had been
hare, he would have been placed

October 1, 1965

In the line of march. Perhaps they
would have solved the problem by
dolng it alphabetically."—Com-
ment in Christion Herald, Septem-
ber, 1068

“Meanwhile, the age of theologi-
cal piants is over; almost nobody
at Uppsala could |napire much
awe'—Alan Geyer in The Chris-
tign Cenlury, August 21, 1868,

JAPAN MISSION GROUP
ADOPTS CONSTITUTION

Gotemba, Japan—(LWF] Dile-
gates from congregetions of the
Japen Lutheran Church, a mission
of the Lutheran Church—Mi=souri
Svnod, adopbed & constitution that
will give the 2 727-member body
galf-povarning status starting next
January 1.

Mesting early in May, the cos-
vention retained the presenl name
of the body for its new status and
alected a @)-year old theologian,
the Rev. Kosalku Mo, as president.
The Rev. Richard Meyer has served
g8 chairman of the misslon organi-
zation,

During the conventlon, delegates
formally expressad gratitude to Mr.
Meyer and three other missionar-
ies still serving in Japan who have
been with the mission from ils be-
Einning 20 wyears ago—the Rev,
Paul Kreyling, the Rev, Victor
Ewintacher and the Rey, George
Shilaia.

The Ffirst Missouri Synod mis-
sionary to Japam was the Rewv,
William Danker, now professor of
milasions at Concordia Seminary In
5t Loubs.

HISTORIC LEIFZIG
CHURCH DEMOLISHED

Leipzig, Germany—{LWF)} His-
toric, 700-year-ald Pauliner Kirche
here has been razed in the course
of a project to remode]l the city's
university disteict,

Proteste by the university the-
dlogical faculty which owned the

church failed to save the structure,
it had been hoped that auwthorities
would accept an alternative district
remodaling plan that would have
left the old church standing.

NEW LUTHERAN SYNOD OF
MEXICT ELECTS PRESIDENT

Mexico City—The Lutheran Syn-
od of Mexico was formally or-
ganized here at a meeting of the
gight pastors of the 1,300-member
church body, It is affiliated with
The Lutheran Church-Missouri
Symod.

Rev, Thomes Guzman of Tijuana
was elected tha first president. His
term is three years,

LCMS MEMBERSHIF
PASSES 3 MILLION

5t. Louis—Baptized membership
of Lutheran Church=Missouri Syn-
od congregations in the Western
Hemisphers passed throe million in
1967, sceording to the choarch’s
Statistienl Yearbook, peleased June
1. As of Jan. 1, members totaled
3,009.18%, At the same time com-
municant membership  almost hit
two million, It was 1,999,201,

'‘GRANDIMA' HASSE, PIONEER
RADID MISSIONARY, 1S DEAD

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil—"Grand-
pa” Haase is dead. He died here
Friday, Aug. 2 He was T3 years
ald,

The Rev. Dr, Rodolpho Haszse,
pioneer radio missionary and for-
mer president of the Brazil Dis-
trict of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Svnod. became widely
known in  Morth  America  as
“Grandpa’ Hasse through a series
of Sunday school mission educathon
photo-cards.

It was May 23, 1923, when the
them AR-vear-old minister First
heard & radic. The mext day he
weni to the station snd asked to
broadeast & sermon. That night he
was on the aie.

That farsighted move earned him
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the nickname of "“Palatin,” which
in Portuguese means "“hero,”

It was the start of a 40-vear ra-
din ministry that will live on after
him. It was started almost a year
gnd a half before The Luthermn
Hour, with which Pastor Hazse be-
came affiliated i 1947, It was
broadeast regularly slx vears be-
fore the 1.5, Lutheran Hour.

Today the Brazil Lutheran Hour
is heard in evéry Portoguase-
speaking land on earth, Dr. Hasse
had relinguished the speaker'z role
but =till served as director when
he died. He was married and the
father of six children. He was bur-
ied Aupgust 4

The Lutheran Hour is sponsored
internationally by the Lutheran
Laymen's League, 150,000-membear
auxilinry of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod,

WHICH EIND ARE YOL?

A lot of Christians are like whesl-
harrows—not good unless pushed.

Some are lilke canoes—they need
io be paddled.

Some are llke & football—you
can't tell which way they will
bounce next

Some are like trallers—thoy have
to be polled.

Some are llke liphts—they kesp
going on and off,

And there are those who always
pealc to lel the Holy Spirit lead
them,

—r Bedeemer Lutheran
Church bulletin,

Kirkland, Washington
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