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THE PEACEMAKER
Matthew 5:5

Todny wa still hear much about
peace; it seams to be the topic
of discussion for the day. But is
there enyone who is replly doing
anything about it? Whan we read
Matthew 5.9, we read about peace
and that peace iz also one of the
characteristics of a Christian. And
since peace is one of the charecter-
istics of a Christian, then we must
do all we can to bring that peace
of God which pas=ses all understand-
ing into this strife-torn, unsetiled
world that doesn't seem (o want Lo
acceplt peace, especially in some
sectlons.

However, in order to have peace
we must first of all have God-fear-
ing peacemakors. Amd how &re
God's peacemslers made? We
know that there are people who
arg able to create peace because
of their own peace of heart, because
no men can Bring to others that
which he himsell does not have,
If one's life is torn with jealousy,
hatred and strife, that life can
hardly bring a deep or Iesting peace
to others, Jesus means to tell us
that they who are pure In heart
are to ba peacemakers,

We know from experience that
the peacemaker who (8 prepared (o
o out into the world o bring
peace o others must suffer pain
and sorrow in this spiritual and

physical life first For the lowe of
God In lts outcome |3 a sarvice
tor man, 1L seems to me that we
must have poverty of spirit or we
shall never be blessed as poace-
makers. Foverty of spirit seems to
lead to the meakness which Christ
calls “blessad.” What is the peaca
that the peacemakers of God can
bring? First of all, let us look to
Christ and there notice that His
own name was called the '"Prince
of Peace." Christ was the Prince
of Peace because of His relation to
Gried and because He had peace with
both God and man, Jesus went
gbout preaching peace, and man
cen bring peace between God and
man anly by preaching the message
of the Gospel and living it, We are
here (o preach by our life, actions,
words and deeds. Because of the
fact that Christ is our peace and
that God "was in Christ reconcil-
ing the world to himsalf.'" we must
glways try to sesk to overcome
evil with good, Tt wsually takes
two sides to begin a fAght. There-
fore, ane has to meet the other
at least half way to make a pence.

In light of this, what must we
do to become peacemakers? When
we view the world around about
us today and read in our local
newspapers of all the killing, mur-
dering, robbing, steallng, of the
war and bloodahed, it 1z hard oo
even Imagine that there is any
trace of Christian character in the

According to the Word

world today. But certainly and
gurely it would sesm im the light
af Matthew 5:0 that if Christians
wioald take to heart these simple
words of Jesus they would bring
their united powers to bear against
war and bloodshed, murder, rob-
bery, stealing and other great
ghame and vice.

Lei us stop and realize that if
we are peacemakers we shall also
be called the “sons of God.” Christ
shall bestow this name wpon us,
sons of God. The man of the warld
today seems to know little of peace
gince he is not pushing very hard
for |t It seems a8 if a man would
not be In sympathy with us today
if we spoke of peace. But let us
always remember that God in
Christ is the first peacemaker. They
who go about in the world preach-
ing, spreading, living His peace
and establishing peace aré ovwned
by God and are knowm as His
song, They bear the image of the
heavenly Father, For to be His chil-
dren we muost live unto Him and
act like Him and follow In His
footsteps, ever spreading that
peace which comes from our peace-
loving hearts.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they shall be called the children
of God. This is a blessing we should
never forget: children of God, by
being peacamaloars.

—G, H. Spletstoeser
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Iyn, South Dakots 57261, is the editor, Subscription price s $2.50 per year in advence. Subscriptions should be
sent to The Lutheran Ambassodor, 3110 East Medicine Lake Boulewvard, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55427, Sec-
ond-class postage paid at Minneapolis, Minn.
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IFE is a pilgrimage. We are on

our way to eternity, We travel

through this world by just two

rosdz. The one is narrow, the other

i5 broad. Every one of us is traw.

cling the gne road or the other, No
one can walk both ways,

The road we travel determines
our destination. As there are only
twno roads there are oply two destl-
nations. One iz life, endless life
with God in eternal gain and glory,
The other is death, endless separa-
tion from God, ruin and doom. Be-
cause the narrow way leads to
life, and it is the only way that
does, Jesus urges us to walk the
way of life.

We must know the way of life if
we are to walk in it. We must walk
in it If we are to be saved. So we
shall trace for vou the way of sal-
vation, step by step, as God has
revealed it to us in His Book, the
Christien pilgrim's travel guide,

Man Iz Last in Sin

Sin is the tragic fact in life.
Every man is a sinner. Every man
is born a sinner, totally depraved,
The whole man i3 ainful. Hiz na-
ture is corrupt. His flesh s lustful,
Hiz heart is evil. Hiz understanding
is darbened. His will is perverted,
Hig conscience is blunted. Man is
guilty and comscious of guilt, He is
rebellious apainst God. He hates
God. Man is lost in sin and totally
unable to do enything to save him-
salf.

"“There |z none righteous, no nod
ane," “For all kave sinned, and
come short of the glory of God”
(Rom, 3:10, 23)

The unregenernte man does not
like to face the fact of sin—his
own sin. He tries to forget it by
ignoring it. He tries to pet away
from it by denying it. But ignore
and deny it as he will, gln Iz an
ewer present fact, I iz bere Tt
rankles in every bosom, It is at
work in every heart. It shows itsell
in every life. It meets us at every
twrn. It glares af us in the head-
lines of our dally papers. It invades
our homes over the radio. Yes, sin
is the ever present tragedy. Man is
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a sinnér and utterly unable to do
anything to sve himself

Redemption

God alone can do something o
save lost men. He has done some-
thing, He has dons all that needs
o be done, In love and compassion
He gave His only Son to redeem the
lost, “The Son of Man came to seek
and to save that which was lost”
{Luke 15:;10), This is what He
came for, suffered and dled for, o
save lost men. And how did He do
it? Jesus took the sinner's place, He
became the sinnec, He became the
guilty one, He did what all men
should have done, He obeyed God's
holy law and fulfilled its every da-
mand, All this He did as the substi-
tute for gullty men. God's jfustice
demanded atonement for sin. Jesus
made such full atonement by tak-
ink upon Himself the sin of all
sinners of all times. He looked upon
it as if He had done it all. Mot
only did He sea it as all His own,
He felt it as if He hed commicied
it all, as If He must answer for it
all, as If He must suffer all that
ginners dezerved., By making all
sin of all sinners His Own, His
suffering and death provided atone-
ment for all sin, and redemption for
gll sinners. All the barriers separat-
ing sinning men from a holy God
He removed. The way back to God
and His forglveness and favor was
again open. God could now be just
and justify the sinner.

Regeneration

Redemption is not all that is
needed for man’s salvation, A fur-
ther work of God is needed, & work
In man, Man must be made [t o
partake of the galvation God has
provided For him. The ginful ¢or-
rupt nature must be regenemmted,
To live tha life of God man must
have the nature of God. This is an
gbsolute necessity. There {2 no
subatitute for a new nature. With-
out It man iz dead In trespasses
and sins, Without it man is [oese

Man cannot pive himself a8 new
nature, cannot change his old na-
ture, Natural development or self-

This Is
the Way

of Salvation

improvement cannot bring about
such a change, Nol a reformation
but a tronsformolion 8 necezgary.
That which iz born of flesh is fesh,
and it cannot by any human process
hecome anything else. What is
needed is regereration. han must
b remewed, must be re-created,
And God alone can do that, This is
the special work of the Holy Spirit,
Hig first work in man. This change
takes place when a man is born
again, barm of God. The new birth
imparts o man & new life, the life
of Gid,

In the new lfe we have two
alements—repentance  and  falth.
Repentance looks within, It means
a knowledge of sin, a sense of sin-
fulness, a feeling of guilt, & hatred
for sin, a longing for forgiveness
and deliverance from sin. It is a
breaking with sin, a breaking away
from sin. Faith looks outwerd, away
from self. Finding no deliverance
in self, faith looks to Jesus, who
has made full redemption for sin
Falth layz hold of Him and trusts
Him for salvation. Faith conveys
to the sinner Christ's salvation and
makes it his own personal posses-
sion. By faith Christ dwells in the
heart. By faith we live as God's
children on earth,

The Holy Spirit works regenera-
tion in man's heart through His
Own Means of Grace, The princ-
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pal Means of Grace iz the Word
of God, the means thal makes and
conditions the other means, The
Holy Spirit is in the Word and con-
véys Himself and His reponerating
grace and power throogh It An-
other Means of Grace Iz Baptizm
“Aecording to his mercy he saved
us by the washing of regeneration
and the renewing of the Holy
Spicit™ (Titus & 5). Baptism Is the
means the Holy Spirit uses In
reaching and regenerating the Ht-
tle child in our midst. The liftle
child needs to be regoneratad. Tt is
barn in #in, it is dead in sin, Its
corrupl nature needs to be re-
created, All this God can do for
the Hittle child. All this God wants
to do for the child, Through Bap-
tlarn the Holy Spirit implangs in
the heart the elements of the new
life—repentance and Faith. The
child is born again, It is not & full-
growm, a mature life that is im-
planted, It is a small heglnning to
the Llttla child, It goss srithout
gaylng that this new life requires
nourishing and fostering for its
healthy growth and development.

Conversion

The work of regeneration in an
adull is different from that in an
infant, The adult has his mental and
physicel faculties developed, Ha
can think and reason and under-
stand. When the Holy Spirit speaks
to him through the Wored, shows
him hiz =in apd guilt, and offers
him =alvation in Christ he can re-
sist, harden his heart and stifle
hia feelings. On the other hand,
whan the Spirit through the Word
calls and enlightens the adult sin-
ner, He at the same time Imparts
to him the will and the power to
cease resisting, and to repent and
believe, He i then regeneraled, At
the same time he is converted.

What i conwversion? The word
convert means to turn around, to
face about. A man finds himself
galng in the wrong direction, He
changes his course, In the religious
SENSE conversion mesns (uming
from Satan to God, from sin to holi-
ness, The unconverted man i5 walk-
ing the way of disobedience and
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enmity to God, toward ruin and
doom, Through the Spirit's call
he comes to himself. He realizes
where he is and whither he is
going. He foces about. He is turngd
into the way of salvation, toward
God end cternal life. He iz con-
verfed, From a run-away prodigal
he 15 changed Into a child of God.

This transformation, called cons
version, carries in it the two ele-
ments thet ame vital parts in the
naw life in Christ—repentance and
faltli. The repentant sinner realizing
his lost eondition, tums his baclk
upon sin. He hates sin and cries
for deliverance from sin. Thiz is
the first part of conwersion. There
is a second part, The Word of
God points him (o Jesus, the Sin-
bearer and Savior. He looks to
Jesus, And “there is life for a
lnok at the crucified One™ As he
looks to Jesus the Holy Spirit be-
gets faith in his heart, In falth he
takes Jesus az His Savior. He la
convered,

Who neads to be converted? All
who do not have in their hearis
real repentance for sin oand troee
faith in Christ. The children of
Christian parents ought never to
need conwversion, By Chelstian nur-
ture, Christlan trainlng and Chris-
tlan example they should be loapt
trie to their baplismal grace. But
many, 5o fearfully many, do lose
their baptismal grace, They simply
neglect the Means of Grace, grow
indifferent and careless and world-
Iy, and come to Uve az If they had
never been touched by God's grace.
Dthars wiIJI'u]I;-' breale away and
repudiate all that has been done for
them. In these cases conversion
is & turning back to the lost bap-
tismal grace, It is a guickening. a
reviving of the glumbering elements
of repentance and falth, Ii s an
awakening from the sleep of sin
which sometimeas becomes so deep
that it is called being dead in sin,
Comwersion returns them to their
baplismal grace and gifts, Still
others never were cither baptized
or instructed in the Word of God
They hawve grown up in our very
midst az heathen, All such need
converdion, Let us be perfectly
clear on this.

Justification

Threough the renewing work of
the Holy Spirit the repenting and
believing sinner is not only regen-
erated and converted, he is at the
same time justified. That is, he is
put Im the right relation to God
Hiz ¢elatlon to God has been dis-
turbed by sin. He has stood before
God as guilty and condemned, Jus-
tification is that judicial act of God
by which He forgives the répentanl
and believing sinner all his sins
and remitz all guilt and punishment.
(rod regards him as without 5in and
guilt, declares him rightecus and
treats him as if he had never
sinned. But how can God justily
sinnlng and puilty men? Mo man
is ever declared righteosus In the
sight of God because of any worth-
inéss or merit in him. There (& no
justification by character or con-
duct. Only on account of what
Christ has dome in man's behalf
can {God declare puilty men right-
enus, On the Cross Christ made full
atonement for man's sin and gullt
By His vicaripus suffering and
death Christ wrought out for gin-
ning and guilty men & righteousness
satisfactory to God. "Beaing justified
freely by His grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus"”
{Ram. 3:34), “Frealy® denotes that
men are justified without anything
they have done to merit or deserve
it. They are declarad righteous sole-
Iy by God's free grace,

This rightecusness of Chelst, pur-
chased by His holy and prectous
blood, and offered to the sinner
as a free gift, must be appropri-
ated by him, It is feith out of a
penitent heart that lays hold on
Christ and makes His righteous-
ness a personal possession, It 15 not
the falth thet meritz justification.
It is Chelst who justifies the sinner.
But falth appropriates Christ's
merit. Faith grips and clings to
Christ. Swch faith is not a mera
intellectusl bolief, not a mere head
acknowledgement thay this is true
Such head bellef is not saving faith.
“With the haart man believeth un-
to righteousness” (Rom. 10:10).
The heart must he pentitent, The
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heart musi be trusting. That iz the
only kind of faith that can appro-
priate Chrigt, and cling to Him and
Him alone,

Adaption

A precious fruit of justfication is
adoption. The justified sinner iz not
only regarded and treated as right-
eous, he iz adopted into the Family
of the redesmed. He is made o
member of the household of God.
He is given the place and the privi-
leges of a grown-up son, He is made
an helr of God and joint heir with
Christ. "Az many as received him,
to them he pave the right to be-
comé the sons of God, even to them
that believe on hls pame™ (John
L 12}, “And If children, then heirs,
heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ" (Rom, 8:17). Just think of
it! Formerly we were slaves to sin,
now we ara the sons of God,
In this world we are not recognized
a5 the sons and daughters of God,
But a future day will reveal it. “Be-
loved, now are we the sons of God,
and it doth not yel appear what we
shall be, but we know that when
he shall appear we shall be like
him, for we shall see him as he [
(I Johm 3:2), As the children aof
God we are the objects of His
special love and Fatherly care, We
have a family name, a family like-
ness, o family spirit end & family
service. We receive fatheely dis-
cipline, fatherly comfort, and a
royal Inheritance, How wonderful!
The child of the King!

Sanectification

In eepeneration a new life is
implantad in the heart, and this
new life is a spiritual [ife. It is a life
from God, & life in God, a life for
God, In its essence it is holy.
It is a life separated from evil and
the world, and dedicated (o God
and His service, It is godliness,
and God-liness means God-likeness,

But the believer is not perfect, he
is not sinless. Within two forces
are ever striving for mastery. “The
flesh lusteth mgainst the splelt, and
the spirit apgainst the flesh" (Gal,
5:17), Forgetting to wateh and
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pray, the believer is often caught
off puard and fellz into sin. But
he repents and confeases, he strives
anew agaizst sin and after more
holiness

The very moment & man s regen-
erated, and believes In Christ, he
is sanctified, That Is, he s separ-
ated from sin and set apart for
God, For this reason all through the
Mew Testament believers are
called saints, But sanctification is
not essentially a single instantane-
ous ack, not @ sudden achievement,
nof 4 momentary expérience. It is
4 Process, 4 propgress, A Growing, a
constant going Torward to greater
hofiness. God's gift to the church
of pastors and teachers is for the
purpose of perfecting the spints in
the likemess of Christ until they
reach the full measure of His stat-
ure {Eph. 4: 11-158). This complete
sanciification will he consummated
when Christ comes again. Then we
chall see Him as He is. Then we
shall be like Him (I John 3:3).

How are believers sanctifled?® We
cannot make ourselves holy, But we
can by God's grace wield to the
Holy Spirit's sanctifying work in
us, and then He will make us haly,
As the believer daily, vea, momen-
tarily separates himself from all
that iz unclean and unholy, and
vields kimsell, body, mind and soul,
the Holy Spirit produces in him
His Own holiness, The spiritual life
cannot be healthy and strong in a
worldly and Godless atmosphers
Irreverent and foul environment
hl[ght snd kill the Hpiﬁluul life. It
iz a serious signal of soul decline
and decay when a Christian can
feel at home in the worldly crowd,
In the world we must be, but not
not of the waorld,

The spirtual life needs o be
nourishid daily and diligently on
the Word of God. Holy Commun-
lon should be partaken of regularly
and frequently., The upward look
in prayer must be practiced and
cultivated, Serving the Lord with
Eladnass is spiritual exercise that
promotes gprowth in holiness,

This s the way of salvation,
Wall: ya In i

—Couptagy, Tract bMizsion

ARE YOU UNDER
GOD'S SPELL?

The woman who mimeosgraphs
our church bulleting for Sunday
services |3 usually highly accurate,
but vecenthy she made & slight typo-
graphical error that makes one
thinl.

She wrote GODSPEL for GOS-
PEL in Hsting the third Bible read-
ing For that Sunday,

That males you think,

Gospel means “pood news'—
specifically, the Good Mews of Je-
sus Christ, the divine Son of God
who eame into the world in order
to reveal God's messape for time
and for all eternity.

Godspel I8 also  suppestive—
namaly, that one who is a disciple
of Jesus Christ |s under the spell
of Gad, That's a good thought for
any Christian person,

The Christian ought to be s
under the spell of God that he
worships Him faithfully in personal
deviations and in the public services
of the church,

The Christan ought toe be 80
under the spell of God that all his
beliefs aré sincere, intelligent, ear
nast and Faithful,

The Christian ovght to be so
under the spoll of God that his
daily actions in this world of which
he i= & vital part reflect his faith
in Jesus Christ—hiz daily actinons
in his home, his work and his social
contacts,

—PRev, Howard A, Kuhnle
Richmonville, ™Y.

PASTOR REQUESTS HELP

Rev, Robert Risth, 11611 M.E.
l4oth St, Hirkland, Wash, asks
that pastors and lay people of the
AFLC send him the naomes of any
people living in the Kirkland area,
or who are moving there, who
might be interested in the new MAs-
sociation congregation being estahb-
lished in that caty,

Address all betpful information
directly to Pastor Rieth,

Similar information applying bo
other communities where AFLC
churches are loceted would be ap-
preciated by the pastors in those
places,
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OME MISSIOMARY
FAMILY RETURMS

Due to the illness of Mrs, Alvin
Grothe, the family has returnad to
the States, arelving at O'Hare Field
in Chicago om Monday, October 8,
where they were met by the Mis-
sion Director, Pastor Harold Scha-
fer, and Thorval Askeland, one of
his parishioners. The doctors In
Brazil had urged them to leawve be-
cause the rheumatoid artheitis
could prove fatal if proper treat-
ment was not received, which
could only be given in the States,
This was a great disappointment to
the Grothes, for they had come to
love the people and the work, How-
aver, they belleve the truth of Ro-
mans 8 28 “And we know that all
things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who
aré the called sccording to his

purpose.™

They have gone to Morthern Min-
nesota where the parents and other
relatives reside and intend to find
a house in that area. The words of
Paul keep coming to me and 1 am
looking to God to make them true
in our situation. "But 1 would ye
should understand, brethren, that
the things which happened unto
me have fallen out rather unto the
furtherance of the Goszpel” (Phil.
I: 12}, Let us pray for the compléte
recovery of Mrs, Grothe and that
God will give Pastor Abel and fam-
ily much grace to carry on the work
of sharing the Gospel,

—Harold Schafer
Mizalon Director, AFLC
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WORLD
MISSIONS

HELDS ARE WHITE UNTO HARVEST

LITTLE WNIDA DIES

(Little Nida veas the girl the Al-
vin Grothes wrote aboud in the
April 18 issue of the **Ambassador.”
ahe was living with them for a
time in order thot she might be
built up in strength, The following
paragraph from their recend news-
letter tells af her death,}

Littsle Mida and har fother,

Fadrn,

Before |leaving Campo Mourao,
we had happy and sad experiences,
Firstly, we were able to baptize
six @mdults in the Lar, Parana,
church. They made their confession
of faith elso and we are confldent
that they will be wvery active in
helping to carry on the work of the
church, This was the happy experi-
ence! The sad one is that we laid
to reést the little girl Mida. She
had seemed to be growing stronger
and more healthy right along and
walking sll the time, The family

moved to Santo Rel where Pedro
could work together with a brother-
in-law on some renbed land and
make o little money for a living,
She became sicl out thers with @
terrible cough. Pedro brought her
into the city but by the time he
received help for her, it had de-
velaped Into prneumonla and the
next moming she died, Though (i
was very sad, yel we know that
she hos @ much better home and
is with Jesus. God knows hast,

(Editor’s note: Could there be
the basiz here for a memorizl mis-
sion fund toward which the chil-
dren of our church could contei-
bute?)

FIRST AFLC CONFERENCE
I BRAZIL

Fridiwy, July 7, 1967, was a mo-
mentous day for us missionaries
and also for pational representa-
tives present as we opened the first
conference of the Association of
Free Lutheran Congregations in
Morthern Parana, Brazil. As we
met For the first session at the cen-
tral church in Campo Mourao,
where the conference was held, we
all anticipated great blessings.

Representatives from the four
churches, Campo Mourao, La Par-
ana, Iritama and Santo Rel, werse
on hand as Pastor John Abel
opened the conference, speaking on
the theme "“Contending for the
Faith." This theme was especially
significant to us, being the same
theme used at the conference of
the AFLC in Valley City, M, Dak,,
18964, the year we were Commis-
sioned,

Bince Dr. (Miver Thomson of
Sag Paulo was also having nightly
meetings in the same church all
weelk, he was able to spealk to our
conference on  the ecumenical
movement. He gave us many timely
insights and wamings. We ware
blessed with beautlful weather and
the church was nearly full every
EvEning.

Pastor Alvin Grothe presented
the Fundomental Principles of our
Association and these were «is-

| Comiimen o s 1]
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PARIH

MESSAGE FROM GOD

Clhirisimas [ m  plamned by ths Westaker Luotheran
Eﬂluh:h. Ne-ni'% ['--1.!J

As the congregation entered they were handsd o white en-
envelope labeled in red “Mesage :[:nm God." Ingide the en
ve wns the program for the afternoon. )

Protesional
"0 Comne, All Ye Faithful"—Sunday School and Congrega-
i

Narrator

Wa walcomae all of you @ ur program eotitled *'Messapge
from God,” At Christmas time all of us snd messapes o
esch other in lovely Chrstmes cards, Ban Gﬂd sont the
first Christmns messags long  hefore timibs
come. From the first message of God to man in 111: Gurden
of Eden, which pramised a Savior, down h the long,
dark cemturiae of waiting  and i for i
Messiah, wa bear the somo ma o of hope. Finally, God's
Eroat mm“&fl of huu-: was [ulfillsl in I=E 5mnl1 crowilnd
rawii of where & VECY ml!!:lul hirth bk Ll]EH:E
The Child hern that might was none other thon God in
bumian Farm . . . the infant Leed Jemas Christ

PART 1 — THE PROPHECIES

Marrator
God's Christmas message began in the Garden of Eden.
When God created the world, §t wasz good and , nul i
ploased Him. As the crown of all He had crested, God made
man in His own image. Thon, hecanse man was lonely ool
needed a helper, God created woman, Finally, all of creation
was complete, and God said thot it waos good

Although God wamed Adaom and Eve oot io ent of the
tree of kmowledge of d and evil Adnm and Eve wers
I:Em.pd:l] .l.n-e'l ll.l' L'|1|:| rbideden fruit, At the wery instanmt
they d changed! Suwddenly they wore
ueﬂm:nmi |l|.I:_'r unl] H-r]u.quuL worst of all, thay Ikmaw that
their sl ﬁlu:] seporabed theem from God, ay wantad 1o
hide, but God come after them and found them. Even
thoeneh Gud hated L'I:E gin, Ha sl loved the sinmers, and

gave them a promise that woold be J:'ul'l':lll:l:'l thousands of

years later.

Epi”h lihmr ity be the woman, and betwes
T willl put enaals L d

voir sted A dn . hijil:ﬁmhnu:: your J1.I:Id and }uE
ahall hnr.lll: his hesl™ [Gcn.l:m 169,

Marrator
These wards which God spoke bo Satan himeell becamss o
promiss of 6 coming Savier who would defesy Sstan once
and for all,
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Junler Choir
N Come, O Come, Immanuel”—verss 1

MNarrator
Througlent the Old Testament we liear mnny echoes of
the promiss of a coming Magsish, God's msszage 0 man.

There lived n man named Absohom who trissted and obsyed
God with . One day derful

whole # recerved o von

prOmise:

Spmeach Chair
“And [ will pstoblish my covenani 1rah\-un mn il il
yimir descendamts after i throughost e :eﬂl.rﬂl.ll:ll'll for
oo everlasting covenant, to be wt: o voa mmd B0 yeir
desrendants after you" (Genesiz 17:7).

Spesch Chair
“Awd by vour descondanes shall all the patione of the esarth
@ﬂ?sl:llmuul-ru:. hecusse vou have aheyed my voice” (Gorssis

Marrntor
God was saying that thousands of years later ooe of Ahes-

ham's desrendants would he the promised Sevior,

Tanmior Cholr
"0 G, O Cnme,

H'Ent-ur | : e
d dsd not forget His people. Years afier gave
Em:mu: to Abraham, He repeated the messoge, 1]:||.i Hme ta
sanr, Abraham’s son, Goed sadid:

Ep-.u:h Chair
0 [mac shall Thy seed be colled™ Genests 20: 12, 13),

Marratos
Several gonerntions lator the promise was repeated to David

Immansiel"—verse &

Speech Chair =
“thie of the Som of your body 1 will st upon your throne
{Pealm 13%:11)

Marratar
The w for the comi Meszinh was ke o fome ihnk
lurne] in the beearts of God's ple. But the time bad not
vt oo Tor Gl o gond His Som, and the r.-:npln- waitnd
arnl bonged for the Saviar, Ged gave His prosmise also o
Tsaiah. when He sad;

Speech Choar
“Therefore the Lord himselfl will give vou a sign. Beheld,
n virgin dhall comeeive sl bear 5 com and shall eall bs
Ta Ienmanuel” [lasiah 7:14). “The people who walked
in dorkpess have seen nogreat light those who dwelt inoa
lond of desp darkness, om them has light shined” [Ispiah
421 “In the wilderness prepare the way aof the Lord, make
::Irulghl: ini the desert o highway Eor our God™ [ Tsakah 40;33,

MNareatar
Tha prophes Mical, e, received o mesage of promise:

Speech Choir
“But won, 0 Bethlehem. Eplmthah, who are littde 1o be
ameng the clong of Judah, from yoo come forth cne
who 55 to b ruler in Ievacl, whose origin & of ofd, from
nncient daoys” (Kicah 5:2].

Juninr Clair
Come, O Come, Immanuel"'—yerses 3, 4,

Marrutor
Tl:lnll_'. the light of promise bast forth iooall 1 glooy!
Jun-plp who walked in dorkness sow a great iighL "When
the fullness al tos was come, Geel sent lorih his Son"”

f'||:|$| ||'.|-|'l F||11.'i|r1' L Faaii!
Sunday School

{Bing softly lust two lines of verse 2 of “Silent Night")
“Christ the Sovior is bom,

Christ ths Savier is borm ™

[Then sing all stanzas of “Silent Night.™)
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PART Il — THE FULFILLMENT

Narrator

1'I"lall. Cliriat 'Ihu Savior was borm It was 0 wanderful and
&l‘l‘t Gnim:ﬂupﬂuume 1I':I.l'a.h'lﬁ-:n,

Jr_m: ist. At Christmns time we send cards with pice

tures an them that show the very firss E.Elnﬂmu. Wie're

to book at three Christmas ca m"n:gumamﬁm

to them, ioo, Let’s see if wa can torn our minds amd bears

I:l.l-:E l]:lm.lt thousansd % inin I'.'h: st The plocs

iz the small town of Bethle The tme 15 the day after

Tesus was born, Il we could lisen to the innkesper, io

Mary, and 1o a shophiond bey, this 8 what we might liear,

[Chi.;d dresseid ns inmkeeper enters and [aces congregaitzon 1o
BAY

Innken
{mrﬁiwm Well, how was 1 10 know thet thers was
Wmﬂthm%l special nhﬂut thnt young couple? They looked

like all the UIIJEF: whn were Eurl:ed ) 'I"E' I'J1.E:ir home
ta eome b0 Bethlebem to be coun
others were full The anly |:ﬂ|:||:v|: lefe 'IJ:I-ul:u was the

o t in the back that od far ml:r.u
Fl.r]vI;']m.thull'l.nrJu:lhl Tha E:Tu;n-luplrlwﬂ 'IJnl;ll:'i in m_fl:ﬂfrrh]ti
only I had known, T could hove propared for But
even & King's palate woubdn't have been good enough for
heaven's King,

Sumday Seleal
“Thow Dadst Leave Thy Throne™

[Child drpsseg] pe Mary eniers aned [nces congregation @ speaks: }

Mary

We were so tired from our trip to Bethlehem, 1 "
that it wouldn't ho bomg Bedore rn.]." child would ba :I'h]ﬂl
It wae easy to be discour ma_lt CAED An-ﬂ Wi
had ne place w ostay, But God Il-u-l gulde] we this far, anal
wo knew He could also provide s place for us And He
dl, in n stahle bebind the oo As 1 keld the Baby Jesos
for the Brst time, I remembered the wondecful day the
angel told me about His coming.

Speach Chadre
"Bo not afraid, Mary, for you bave found favor with Gud,
And baholid, you shall concesve and bear s S-:an mml you
ghnll eall |:||.'| name fesws. He will be E:at. d will he
called the Son of the Most High, and Lord '.-1I.I give
!uhlnﬁu'ﬂ::m:ufhu:l’.lﬂmnﬂnwd.a rEign
pver the house of Jacols farover, and of luis lnng;dum thesa
will be no end” (Luke 1:50-33),

Juniar Cholr and M

“Mow Tull Us, Gentle Marw™

Sumilny Schioad
“What CBId T This?” er "Awsy in & Manger”

(Child dressed a5 o Shepherd boy enters and foces the con
grogation to speak: )

Shegilsl

At first 1 didn't vrum i uluni: to help with the sheep

last might. Tt was :n night te be mat an the h

mife. bt hthmtl.m:l:dlhe shesp for the lnst four l.:ht:
wanted some rest S0 1 went The had setthed

down for the night so we decided to rest, too. Suddend

there was a hright Light nhﬁﬂumdmn&lwhﬂg

became Inwdor s louder, T wos wo afrid T shoak all aver

Wo had nover sean aeything like it Then wo bead a

beautilie]l vaice :l||£r||uﬂ.|: same sfrange nnd wendedal pews

Epeech Chair
"Be oot afraid; for behold, I br:m%h]."uu good pews of a
will :rna which will coms tn all tha peapde; for io you
is day in the city of Dovid o 5'-lﬂtu'. whi s Clrst
I:hr Lurd &n:lrﬁu will be n :nﬂ i you will fed

1:Lu1~= 'm[f:a} i

Page Eight

Sheplent
Well, we decided ouir shesp weuld be safe i we loft for
for a linte 'P.'I:nl-: o we went to Bethlebem ond saw &
haly sight: I:u:l.h_'. Jenms lving in a You nsl,
lsowe gusilel 1 i gquiet abowt it Ak} I com d.|1'l' Meither
eonild e otlsers s todd pe we saw about our woo-
derful experienee. in glad 1 dide’t stoy bome and miss it

Suniday Sehoal
"ng.'lz Shepherds Wotched Their Flocks"

Muarrning
It wasn't lomg alier that the wisemen came to see the child
Josg anl hivaight precions gifts from the Enxt Guided by
i F-1ik they found the voung clild and bewed down and
lﬁ'ﬂ]’ . Dn their way o Bethlehom, King Hemd
hu-l: ealled
1hem o return

Lhu- for i sectet imaoting, He wantid
was only pretending that be wanled o wa

ul him where the Raby was, but he
i Je=miz
cowld soe Herod's wicked thoughts. He that
really wantml to bharm Jesus, w0 God worned ithe wisemen
n gon ansibor way hooe,
PART TIl — THE RESPONSE

Marrntar

Just like other boys and girls, the mfant Jess

Hikde says, “The child grew amd becnme :rtl'm:l,g'_ =:||.||:|:| mrh
wigdomy, ol the favar of God was o

throe vesrs of life here on earth, timae ]1.-.:.'1 come for
Josus Chirist w offer Himsell as n':mznﬁnt for all sinners.
He wos pniled to s cross oand wae cracifisd, Those wha
bod hesn His friends wers sad s descouraged, bui they
redaice] three laye loter when Jesness orose From the dend-—
u living Savior! Forty ilays after the mesorrection, whils
His rlosos rrmn:h siond walcldng, the Lord Jesus m:'an-]n_:d
inin i'lE'ﬁ'rBH in & clowd, His lnsr words echood i their
via. “Go ye therefore aml mnke disciples of ol ootions,
baptising them i the nome of the Fa amd of the Som
nﬂ:ﬂ I:ill.:“ Halx 5|;||:'|III ieaching them to ohserve all things

ni ove ormomnnde u; and le, I am with il
to the chose af the age I;u"pinrlﬁuu 2R 141, 20}, Fo S,

(Clild erters holding envelope markal “Retuin o sendee)

Gl semels His ME=2Ery Ir|- uz in His “-md bui samebirmes
we lon't want to accept it a0 we wen't open it It's as if
His message has been stamped “Retum to soder.”™ But ook
what wondeeful promises are in God's Word if we anly
mpety el reid i

[Clibd emiers olding eovebope marked; “To my children in
[mamie ol twn) smd i all the wordd.”)

{Srdenis romove cnedes with Bikla verses om thome)

Murmey nnd Beginpers
“Come o me, ol who lobor ol se henvy Inden, sned |
will give voo rest” (Matthew 11:28).

Firet Grrude
“Foar T um the Loed your God, the Holy One of Ismel
sour SaviorT (l=inh #3:5)

Secamd and Third Grades
Ul whatover wou ask Im prayver,
vou lsave faith™ | Dlatthew 21:22]).

Faurth Girade
“IT we confes
forgive our sins nn
(1 Jahm 1:8).

]:"l.l'1|'| Grple
“Blessed 3 the nwan who walks not in the counsel of the
viched, mor smands in the way of sinners, por sits the
seat of the sooffers; bat bis delight is in the law of the
Lard™ (Psalm 1:01, 3).

| Caetimaed an poge Ji]
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clenpse s from all unrighteousness”



CHURCHES AS MUSEUMS

All of wus have heard that some of the church
buildings in the Soviet Union are nothing more than
museums paying honor to past culture. One does not
have to go nearly so far to find churches which are
at the least on the road to becoming the same thing.

It was our opportunity to visit a few "big name”
cathedrals in Europe last summer. The buildings may
be hundreds of years old, medium old, or modern.
They all have szize in common, size thet mekes a
man from the country wonder just kow many of those
little white churches on the perairie could be placed
inside them., And they are beautifol, some with a
beauty of celer and warmth, others with the charm
of & grand old mansion, They are warth seeing.

Through these great cathedrals march a steady
Mlow of sightsears during the tourist season, which
in some places must last sll vear lonmg. There they
comé, in varying stages of dress and undress. Some
pause at the novelty booths to buy pictures, booklets
or other mementoes of their visic. Im some of the
churches there may be memorials to a former church
leader or some famous peraon and the memorial could
be ag aimple a5 a plague on the wall or as eye-catching
as a conceete (omb with & sculptured likenass of the
departed reclining on the top of iC

And then one directs his atténtion to God even
though the surrcundings may not be the cawse for it
Where does He fit into all of this? Is this pleasing
to Him? Somehow the feeling will not down that He
has been lost somewhere. And one lomgs for the
small and asimple church which has its faults, too,
but still seams to usher one more directly into wor-
ship avan though the celllng 18 a0 low that you might
have done some painting on 1@ yourself,

Ome cathedral was begun over B0 years ago and
is still being constructed. It must have more room

thin can possibly be utilized now and vet the wark
will go on for another generation. Is this pleasing
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to the Lord? Are the great church buoildings truly
housaes of worship or are they showplaces now and
museums of a past culture later?

Thers are two ways in which to think shout
houses of God. Solomon built the temple under the
direction of the Lord. It was a wery beautiful place.
Mothing was too pood for God, On the other hand,
the Book of Acts and all the epistles of the MNew
Testament mention nothing aboul erecting buildings
for worship, They speak of building local congrega-
tionz, but not edifices of waad and stone,

The latter doesn't mean that church bulldings are
foebidden or are at least unimportant. God iz honored
by that which is orderly, clean and conducive to
reverence and meditation. But church structures can
loom too large in our minds, if not actoally, There
is a happy medium between that which i3 mean and
shabby end that which is gandy, but not God-like.

S0 there is the need for congregations the world
over to constantly search motives for building thele
churches, 15 the building erected (o honor God or
the bullders? Filty years from now, will the building
still be a retreat for worship or 8 museum honoring
a past culture?

The chief task of the congregation is, under the
Holy Spirit, to build lives honoring God. The church
building must be incidental to that purpose.

NAME OF SEMINARY IN DOUEBT

It hasn't been called to public attantion before, but
the future name of our theological seminary i in
doubr. Here, briefly, are the facts.

The seminary was Incorporated under the name
“Free Lutheran Thealogical Seminary.” Since the ar-
ticles of incorporation haven't been changed, this is
the school's present name.

At the annual meeting of the corporaticn for the
seminary, it was voted to chepnge the name fo “Asso-
ciation Lutheran Theological Seminary,” This change
would have to be voted on agein next year by the
corparation to become an official change,

Then, the next day in the Annual Conference
business session, 4 resolution was passed requesting
that the name of the school be “Assoclation Lutheran
Free Theological Seminary,'

There will be time to discuss this name question
prior to the annual conference next vear, but it should
be mentioned here that the power to change the
name lies with the corporation of the schools and
nal with the conference, although the corporation
traditionally gives most respectful consideration to
recommendations of the conference,

While the Tuture mame of the seminary is in doubt,
both the corporation and conference were in agree-
ment that the Bible school of {he Association shall
be called “Association Luthéran Bihle School,”
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Edited by Jane Thompson
DONE MUCH SINGING LATELY?

Doneé miuch singing lately? If
vou'ré not in the habit of singing
solos, you'll probably ssy  “po”
You would probably be sorprised
If you actually enumerated not only
the number of songs you hum
throughout the day, but also the
types of music.

Readers will no doubt prefer to
think that only “good™ music runs
through thelr minds, And, of
course, “good” music s largely a
matter of opinion, But take an av-
erage day, combined with the
mind's fantastic capacity for mem-
ory, 8 radio, a television, stereos,
and contacts with people, No doubt
the result i= & music-fillsd day,
partly good, partly bad, but never
msic-lags,

As You got up this morning, did
a melody also get up with you?
Perhaps the tune you heard just be-
fore retiring was still on your brain.
What was it lke? A besr com-
mercial, a lilting melady from the
Broadway show wou saw on TV or
a George Beverly Shea song heard
on the Christian broadcasting sta-
ton near you?

I¥d wou twurn on the radic to
cafch the news while you ate
brealkfast? Maybe the "Pepsi gen-
eration” song ran through your
mind as you tried to give thanks
for your meal. Did you hum along
with the radio as you drove o
work? Maybe vou walked to school

Poge Ten

- League
Activities

and sang that song you heard in
church last Sunday.

In the suparmarcles we shop with
soft music. In the barn cows relax
te soothing music, Commercials
use music to appeal to prospective
customers. Tocmagers corry fran-
gistor radios with them. The =zale
of stereos is rapidly climbing, Re-
cording artists make millions of
dollars,

Az we can 88, music seems [0
make the scene everywhers, 1F may
be true that “music hath charm,”
but does not the value in it come
from  our varying abilities 1o
appreciate it? Where does this ap-
preclation come from? From cul-
livation, wes, bhut it hecorses maore
appareént that as one turns his face
up to thet of Christ, his musical
tastes change by degrees,

That doesn't mean that you're
diszatisfied with everything wyou
listened to In the past, but that as
we tune into God's frequency, He
often males our sar more sensitive
to the music that glorifies Him.

Wa can't argue about the beauty
of melodles alone, but what about
the message that comes throogh
the words? The catchy melody
along with the singer's ability and
presentation often makes more im-
pression upon the listeners  than
what the composer actually wanted
o sRY.

Contrast two types of music that
are easlly heard today simply by
the switch of the dial from FXIB

to KFNW. One of the lntest hits
of the Jamestown station KEXJIB
was “'We're going to hate ourselves
in the morning, but right now it's
night."” What kind of a message
does it get across? Not too hard to
figure out.

Mow take the words of George
Martin's song, "Make Me a Cap-
tive, Lord.”™

“Make me a captive, Lord, and
then 1 shall be free. Force me to
render up my sword, and 1 shall
conquerar be. I sink in life’s alarms
when by mwself 1 stand. Imprizon
me within thine arms and strong
ghall be my hand."

In those waords we ses not only
pirradox and emotion, but also the
sensitivity of a writer who desply
feels what he is writing. Perhaps
the writer of the otheér song also
desply felt the emotion he ex-
pressed, but who would care to
argue aboot the nobility, purity,
or aims of the song?

The list of =zongs and comparl-
sons are endless, I'd just lke to
point out the worth of songs that
express the feolings of those who
have communed with the living
Savior, We all realize if, but rarely
ligten to the messages of the songs
we ging and hurm dally. I've more
than omce stopped to think when
I*ve met somesne humming on the
sidewalk, “'Just what does he have
to be happy abouat?™

Ag yvoung people who really have
something to sing about, lat’s let
opur music be a reflection on what
wa  helieve, Il someocne  says,
"What's that yvou're humming?
will it be & mirror of what you
want people to ses?

Something to think about:

“Sing unto the Lord, O ye saints
af his, and give thonks et the re-
membrance of his holiness™ (Ps,
k4]

The knowledge of God Iz wery
far from the love of Him—Pascal

{Address all comments and in-

quiries to Jane Thompson, 510 16th
51, 8., Moorhead, Minn. GG5E0,)

The Lutheran Ambossador



I HAVE A
QUESTION

Wha s the worst man, one who
preaches only the social gospel or
one who thinks only of himsell?

We take the guestion to mean
that the social gospel preacher has
no eoncemn for heaven and the sal-
vation of the Individusl's =oul; and
thet the man who thinks only of
himself preaches the gospel of in-
dividual salvation, but has no con-
cern for the welfare of people on
earth,

Both are equally wrong, inas-
much a3 they omit something very
important to the total gospel mes-
gage. To the frst we would reply
in the words of Jesus: “""What shall
it profit a man if he gain the whole
workd but lose his soul®' [t matiers
very little if be gained the world
by his own efforts or had it handed
to him on a platter by people who
are trying to distribute equally the
good thinpgs of this life to ewvery-
ong. Life is so short that even if
wi had all the good things of this
Hfe, It would not be a drop in the
bucket in comparison with eternal
life in heaven. Even a man like
Paul Tillich—who would hardly be
classified as a conservative evan-
gelical among us—maintains that
a Christian should address himself
to matters of ultlmate concern
(zoul salvatlon) rather than to mat-
ters of preliminary concern (soclal
gospel).

To the second we would reply
in the words of James 2:15,16; 11
a brother or sister is ill-clad and
lacks dally food, and one of you
say o them, ‘Go in peace, be
warmed and filled, without giving
them the things needed for the
body, what doea (¢ profit™ Here ig
a matter of preliminary concern
which must be tended to; only
when it has been taken care of

Ootober 31, ITS&T

will the peopls be ready for the
gospel of salvation for the soul,
Evangalicals have usually hald to
the point that the best way of re-
ducing poverty and misery in the
community is to waork for the sal-
vation of people's souls; the peapls
who are saved will become indastri-
ous; sober, thrifty and much hetter
able to take care of themsalves
and others. The history of awaken-
ings bears them out on this point

In I Timothy 212 it is written:
“But I permif oo woman {0 teach
of to have authority over man; she
2 lo be silent.” Does not this pas-
sage bar a woman from having

chirge of n congregation as a pas-
tor?

Wi think so; and many others
have held similar opinfons down
through the wears. Paul iz here
spedking  specifically of having
supreme authority over religious
groups composed of both men and
wormen, It would not apply to pre-
siding over a ladies' group or of
teaching in the Sunday school. Yet
wre find that Deborah was a [udge In
Izrael (Judges 4:4), and Priscilla
found it necessary to take Apollos
—a man “mighty in the Scriptures”
—aslde and explain the Word of
God more perfectly to him (Acts
1E:14), The four virgin daughters
of Philip the evangelist prophasied,
{Acts 21:9). Perhaps God makes an
exception now and then; butl an
excaption wsually proves the ruls,
Women have as great abilities as
men, and often greater; but by
mature she plays o more recessive
role

There have been wormen pastors,
Cuite often it is the women in the
congregation who resenl b more
than the men do, The great English

writer, C. 5, Lewls, has =ald that
both men and women have gifis
of leadership which should be exer-
cized and encouraged. In a family
it i= the hushand whe is the M-
ister of Foreign Affairs, and his
wife is the Minister of Domestic
Affairs. Something is out of kilter
whan she iries o run his bosiness
and he insists wpon running the
household. Both he and she will be
daespized by the nelghbors when
thiz happens, Each feels best at
haome in the sphere of activity for
witich God through nature has hit-
ted him.

—Iwver Olsom

Warld Mizzion:
| Contipmeed fromm poge 6]

cussed one by one being well
accepted by the national represen-
tatives,

Many other discussions took
place with a wonderful spirit pre-
valling throughout. These included
zuch zubjects ag “The Misslon and
Future Proposals of the Association
of Frae Lutheran Congregations,™

Pastor Abel présented to them
flve possibilities: prepamtion  of
workers, Christian literature, re-
gional misslons, national missions
and charities, He also explained to
them how our AFLC functlons, We
feel that all this is very important
in training the nationals for lead-
erghip in the church. The repre-
sentatives were very active in the
discussions, contributing with de-
vobtions and talks. Senhor Braz
Rezende of Campo Mourao spoke
on stewardship and evangeliam.

An administrative council was
alected, Tt was decided that Pastor
Abel serve as president and Pastor
Grothe as secretary. The council
was 1o consist of six members.
That you might pray for and re-
member these men better, the
athers are as follows: First Vice
President, Brax Rerends, Campo
Mouran: Second Viee President,
Vicante Costa Cruz, Santo Rel;
First Secretary, Jose Pereirm, [In-
tama; Second Secretary, Agusio
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Schultz, Lar Parana. These are all
fine prayving men of God. Please
remember them in prayer.

Singe every church needs a vis-
ion, Pastor Abel spoke on "Vision
for the Future,” and these mén
were reglly interested in carrving
out or helping with the various
phazes of God's work, whether it
be seminary and Bible school con-
structlon, missions or helping pas-
tors or students who need help. In
general, these people do not have
much, but with God ltte s much
and we praise the Lord for thelr
willingness in proposing o budget
for esch church for this year to
help in missions, seminery and
Christian literature,

Suraly there |= & greal need hera
in Brazll for all of this. These
men renlize that they must be will-
ing to pick up their cross and in
following Christ must begin to
help carry on the work f it is to
be & mnational church, Thiz is our
goal, to plant national churches
that are not indefinitely dependent
upon the mission or the missionar-
iz,

The following resolutions wena
adopted unanimously by the con-
ferance, in concluding the business
gassions on Sarurday.

1. We approve as our base as an
AFLC in Brazil the Fundamen-
toil Principles of the AFLC.

2, This conference recommends
moral and financial support
for the new Bible school and
gemninary for the prepacation
of workers for the churches,

3. This convention thanks God
for the unity and wvision of
the Association of Fres Luo-
theran Congregations and that
we can work together as fun-
damentalist churches for the
salvation of souls and the
growth  of God's  kingdom
AMOng us,

4. We thank the Mission Board
of the AFLC in the United
States of America for belng
Instruments of Jesus Christ in
sending  evangelical  help

Poge Twelve

through their missionary work
ATHOOE WS,

5 It is proposed that this con-
vention mest faithfully once
more, §f Christ delays His
caming, In the month of July,
1968,

Sunday afternoon, July 9, our
conference came o a close with
many blessings having been re-
ceived. Everyone seamed to be
greatly encouraged and left with
i greater vision and a fesling of
unity tn Christ,

We as missionaries feal that it
was 4 great stepping stone in the
growth of owr churches here. IL is
our prayer that the Lord will biess
greatly the worlk of these churches,
the work of the nationals, and our
labor, to the salvation of many
precious souls and the development
of a strong Christ-centered Free
Lutheran Church here in Brazll.
Definitely it needs your continued
prayer support and more laborers.
Without prayer and the work of
the Holy Spirit it is futile. We
thank you all for the faithful sup-
port which has Brought the work
to the point where i iz today.

"This it is writlen and thus it
behooved Christ to suffer and to
rise from the dead the third day;
gnd thet repentance and remission
of asins should be preached in His
name among all nations beginning
at Jerusalem, and ve are witnesses
of thegs things" (Luke 24:46-4E).

Alvin Grothe, Sscretary
Comp Mouras, Parana

EASTERN N, DAK. W.M.F
MET AT GRAFTON

The Mission Circle of Bethel Free
Lutheran Church, Grafton, M. Dak.,
wasa host for the Fall Rally of the
Women's Misslonary Federation
of the Eastern Morth Dakota Dis-
trict of the Association of Free
Lutheran Congregations, Saturday,
Oet. 7. 1967, The theme of the
rally was “Fray Forth Laborers,"”

Luke 10:2, and the rally hymn was
“So0 Bend 1 You" Group singing
was led by Mrs, Henry Hanson,
Portland, Special musical numbers
were by groups from Wyndmere
and Valley City, The moming Bible
study waa led by Mrs. Fritjof Mon-
zath, Valley City, based on the rally
theme “Pray Forth Laborers' The
afternoon spealier was Mizslonary
Verle Dean of the Redby Indian
Mission, Redby, Minnesota. His
challenging meszage was to the
mothers, showing them the great
miszion field in the home,

The officers for the coming year
are: President, Wiss Pearl Aanstad,
Hampden; WYice President, Mrs.
Hans Tollefson, Hatton; Secretary,
Mrs. Bussell Duncan, Fargo; Treas-
urer, Mrs, Clarence Quanbeck,
McVille; and Cradle Roll Secretary,
Mrs. Gordon Johnson, Grand Forks,
The total registration for the day
was 110

—Mrs, Juline Selliken
Secretary, Mission
Circle, Grafton

VALUES FOR 1067

The Greatest Hondicap—Fear
The Best Day—Today

The Easiest Thing to Do—Find
Fault

The Most Useless Assat—Pride

The Greatest Mistake—Giving Up

The Greatest Stumbling Block—
Epotism

The Greatest Comfort—Work Well
Diane

The Most Disagreeable Person—
The Complainer

The Worst Bankruptcy—Losz  of
Enthusiasm

The Best Tewcher—One Who
Makes You Want to Learn

The Greatest Need—Common
Senze

The Meanest Feeling—Regrat at
Another's Success

The Best Gifl—Forgivensss
—Author Unknown
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Taking diind hoy from the heje,

by Raynard Huglen
Part IT1
Huglo Island

Huglo, the hirthplace of my fa-
ther, who passed away in Movem-
ber, 1938, is a small island roughly
four miles long and two miles wide.
Il iz situated in the county or
fulke of Hordaland, but that is a
povernmental unit more in ling with
gn Amerlcan stale, Going & bit
further, the island is in the southern
third of the county or in Sunnhord-
land. Huglo belongs to the municl-
pality or hommun of Stord, Stord
itself is a much larger Island to the
west which =zhields its smaller
nelghbor from the full fury of the
northwesterly winds blowing off
the North Sen and from the resul-
tant héavy seas in stormy weather.

The two islands are separated
by a narrow channel of water called
the Langenuen, This passage s
sometimes used even by the pas-
senger  ships of the MNorwegian
American Ling in making the trip
between Bergen and Stavanger, so
it is a deep channel and acts as &
highway for all kinds of boat traf-
fic. To the north and east of Huglo
lies the lerge Island of ‘Tyanes, The
Hardangerfjord waters touch the
east shorn of |||..|3|n_

Mime Divys on Hupglo

The weather during this stay
was cool and rainy, A number of
times [t was =aid that there hadn't
been any summer yvet and this was

Oetober 31, 1967

MY TRIP TO NORWAY AND
OTHER EUROPEAN COUNTRIES

in the latter part of July. In spite
of that I saw many beautiful shrubs
and flowers. Thera were large mee
bushes covered with huge blos-
somg. This seemed all the more
strange in m country so far to the
north, And every Norwegian home
conteins B great many house plants
af various kinds and husas,

The farmers were having some
trouble with their haying. In Nor
wiy, at least on the west coast,
hay must be dried on racks or
hesie. The hesje are made of thin
poles pleced temporarily in the
ground and with perhaps  four
strands of wire between poles,

A change has taken place in Nor-
wegian haying, though, Today some
of the farmers am putting two
crope of hay in the silo and adding
water and chemicals to make "hay-
lage." Then they only dry one
cutling to put in the barn,

At Huglo there is no commercial
fishing, but the people do go out
fishing for their cwn supply and
enjoyment. | was out twice during
my vislits end caught many fish in
a short time, They weren't large,
however, All of the Flzh 1 caught
on a trolling line were pollacks or
lyr except for one cod or lorsk,

One day I made a trip to the
island of Bemle and to the town
of Bomlg in particular, Thet is &
real fishing town and one can see
the large fishing boats there. Here,
just by chanea, 1 met a distant
relative who had been out on a
fishing expedition with my father
when they wera een-age bovs,

In Bgmlo I spent the night at the
home of 8 relative, Johannes Hov-

land, His seven brothers had all
emigrated to America, settling in
the Hervey, M. Dek., and Planty-
wood, Mont., areaz, That night, in
his own home, a son told ws how
he had fled one night with fve
companions io the Sheiland Islands
during the second World War. The
next morning only his jacket waa
found on the quay or ke For four
vears he had mo contact with his
home.

Alza, in Bpgmlo, 1 saw the homea
where my great grandmother had
fived, It Is a very old house, but
atill pecupied,

Hugls is & farming community
but there is a small fumiture fac-
tory or fobrikk at Sgrhueglo and its
products sre being exported to a
number of other countries, In ad-
dition, at least one farmer was
doing some truck gardening, for |
saw cabbage and cauliflower being
shipped on a ferry. Both of these
vagetables are widely us#d on Mor-
wepgian tables. And not to be for-
gotten s the boat building and
welding shop operated by my two
COUSing.

The large boal building operation
in the nrea, however, is located
at Leirvik on Stord. Employment is
to be found there for many men.
Thesa (8 alan sulphur mining near
Lairvile,

The Stord Parish

Father's home parish, 5Stord,
might be more appropriately called
the Leirvik parlsh since the head
church is located thers, There are
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one or two other parishes on Stord.
The Stord ({Leirvik) parish has
five or six chapels or bedehuser
affiliated with it, in addition to
the main church, If they are siml-
lar to the one on Hugle, they are
much like many a country church
in America, seating some aver 100
PETSONS,

Two pastors serve the Stord par-
ish, The head pastor iz called the
sppnaeprast, The assistant is known
as the kapellan. Between them thay
conduct three or four worship seev-
ices & Sunday, At any rate, a serv-
fce is held on Huglo only every
three or four weeks. But that is a
regular service and baptisms ere
performed thers and the Lord's
Supper served,

To have the worshlp ssrvice in
their own chapel is quite an im-
provement for the people of Huglo,
In myr father's time it took two
hours to row one way to the church
at Leirvik. That was also the casa,
of course, for the young pecple
when they went for confirmation
instruction,

It wias my privilege to atténd the
marning service in the Stord church
one Sundey. From 100-200 persons
werne present, Since the head pastor
was on vacation or ferie that day,
let us imagine that the assistant
had two othér sérvicés that day in
emaller chapels. Thus, poseibly
A00—400 parsona wera in church out
of a total membership of 8000 peo-
pla.

The service was a little more high
churchly than suits my own fancy,
but the sermon was warm-hearted
and on onme of my favorite Mow
Testament passages, John 6: 66-71.

Four children were baptized at
the service and holy communion
was served. In the Association we
do not réquire registration for com-
munion participetion, but it was a
surprise to find that none was re-
quirad In this state church of MNore-
way, Before going to the altar rall,
each communicant picked up an
individual chalice or cup about four
inches high, Into this chalice the
pastor poured the wine. The wine
used was slightly stronger than our
grapt  juice, sweet tasting, and
not nearly as steong as that used by

Pege Fourteen

some Lutheran congrégalions in
thiz country.

The pastor was assisted, both in
the baptisms and holy communion,
by the lay assistant or klokker.
In the distribution of the elemenis
they used only the simple words
"This is the body of Jesus,™ "This
ia the blood of Jesos."

Ope fing! note about the Stord
parigh, It has given fouwr sons io
the ministry of the Lutheran
Church in America, In addition to
rry father, B, J. Huglen, B. A. Bor-
revik, and 0. J. Haukeness glso
served im the Lutheran Free
Church. Jacob €, Gram served in
the Morwegian Synod and  its
suceessor, the Norwegian Lu-
theran Church. Pastor Haukeness,
the only remalning one of the four,
makes his homae in Everott, Wash.,
now and is retired.

A Service in the Bedehus

Oecaslonally a word o anothay
language bhecomes so familiar that
it i5 used more matueally than its
English counterpart. That is the
cas® with the Morwegian word
badehus (prayer chapel) The one
on Huplo was buoilt in 1912 as an
inner mission Christian fellowship
center. To my Enowledpe, It 1s still
owned by that fellowship although
it i8 now used also for worship
services conducted by the parish
pastors, a5 has boen stated prewvi-
oushy,

It was my privilege to share in
a fellpwshlp meeting in the bed-
ehus one Saturday evening. A lay-
man from Egersund was visiting on
the jsland and gave the main talk,
using the story of the blind man
calling to Jesus for help, es his
text {Luke 18). A son of one of
my cousing, Blarne Taranger, who
attends the Fjellhaug Mizslon
School in Oslo, led in the devotions
and spoke briefly, One of the Fjell-
haug teachers, by the way, is Karl
Bogetvedt, who was at Aupgsburg
College for a short time. When the
Bogetvedis lefi for China in the
winter of 184647 some of ua stu-
dents took the streetcar to the
Great Morthern depot in Minneapo-
lis to see them off,

Mot heing able to preach in Nor-
weginn 1 bad (o content myself
with reading a preeting prepared
heforehand and translated by a
friend In Amerlca, The gresting
wis based on Galatians 6: 14, my
tastimony Verss.

It was m joy to meet with these
dear friends on Huglo. The simple,
Informal service with the wamm-
heerted sharing of God's Word was
a tomie to iy soul and a contlnoa-
tinm of =6 many similar experiences
back home. Also sometimes in the
homes of relatives we would have
these devotional sessions  with
hymnp singing, the reading of the
Word and prayver. Even though 1
couldn't particlpate fully because
of the linguage problem, there was
a strong sense of benediction,

Tea kaduhiis an Hu-ah:.

Following the bedehus service
many of the people went back to
their homes the way they had come,
afoot, just as the people of Huglo
have for pgenerations, T rode in
oneé of the cars to be found on the
island now but secretly envying
those who were walking those
peaceful country roads and heving
time to talk with one another on
the way.

Back to Bergen

The day after attending the serv-
ice at Stord church, I took the hy-
drofoil boat from Leirvik to Bargen.
A regular boat makes that telp in
three hours, perhaps with stops.
The hydrofoil cuts the fime in half,
After two days in Bergen T would
eave for England and two weeks
in other European countries.

[Te be continued]
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CHURCH-WORLD NEWS

MALAGASY LUTHERAMN
CHURCH SEEN STEADILY

DEVELOPING

Cremeva— (LWF) —Lutherans in
Madagescar are making impressima
forward strides in both the devel-
opment of their church and their
country, but they are “in need of
much help from sister churches in
the building of leadership,” the
general secretary of the Luthersn
World Federation said here on his
return from the country,

Dr. Andre Appel spent the last
half of September in Madagnscar,
taking part in celebrations marlking
the ceptennial of Lutheranism in
the country snd visiting numerous
congrégations.

Ho described the Malagasy Lu-
theran Church, which today lisis
some ET0,000 members, as a da-
nomination which exhibits “a vary
kean s=ensibility toward develop-
ment of the country, a strong sense
aof responsibility toward non-Chris-
tians and a firm determination to
put Malagasys into full leadership.”

The church resulted from mission
work started by the MNorwegian
Missionary Society and later ex-
panded by the Evangelical Lutheran
Chureh and Lutheran Free Chureh,
both now part of the present Amer-
ican Lutheran Churck. French Lu-
theran churches also have besn ac-
tiwe in the field for meny years.

Since unification of the misslon
flelda in 1850, Dr. Appel said, the
church has gradually brought Mal-
agasys to key positions. “Still,” he
added, “sister churches would per-
form & valuable service in helping
the Malagasys train leaders for both
their church structure and their
large educational and commuonity
development programs.”
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The LWF executive noted that
the church has opened several hun-
dred schonls and, with the help of
mission groups, established hospi-
tals, charitable institutions, agricul-
tural training projects end social
Programs.

"“This Iz a liwely chureh" he
commented, “but it is constantly
aware of its isolated geographic
position and desires more contact
with its mister bodies."

GDR SAYS NO TO ‘LIVE
WITTENBERG BROADCASTS

East Barlin— (LWF)—Radio and
telowision im the (East} German
Democratic Republie (GDR) will
not glve live coverage to events
marking the 450h annlversary of
the Reformation at Wittenberg, it
was announced here.

GDR officials said parts of some
cerémonigs will be filmed for laber
use at regular news broadeasts,

Applications from West German
radic end telavision and from the
Evangellcal Church in Germany to
broadeast directly to West Ger-
many wera furned down,

TANZANIA EDUCATION
MINISTER SUPPORTS
RELIGION IN SCHOOL

[ar &5 Salaam, Tanzania—
(LWF)—Tanzania’s minister of
education, S5.M. Eliufoo, recently
declared in the House of Parliameant
here that public concern over the
future of religlous education in
schools apd church management of
aedusational institutions is unneéces-
ATy,

Mr, Eliufoo, a Luthérmn layman,

referred to widespread reaction to
& recommendation made by a som-

inar organized by the Tanzania Af-
rican  Mational Unlon (TANU)
which called for a prohibltion
against the teaching of religion in
public schools and governmental
management of all educational in-
stitutions now menaged by church-
s,

The government officlal congeat-
ulated churches and other agencies
for volunteering (o carry out edu-
cational programs in the counfry
and for their cooperation in imple-
menting their country's Five-Year
Developrent Plan.

Tanzania’s povernment has no
intention of refusing the help of
the churches and private agencies,
he said, adding: "“We shall continue
to cooperabe with them becauge
their help has no ties and it s
given in good will."

KEMMETH SCOTT LATOURETTE

Christicnily Today,
October 13, 1967

Yas, they are completely closed
down [the churches in North Kor-
gg], but the Christians are still liv-
fng in the mountains and meeting
in the mountaing in small proups.
And they continuwe in China. They
have been dealt very severe blows
there, particularly by this cultural
revolution they've had lately, But
we know there are Christians there,
and weo hear that some conversions
are gtill being made—wvery quietly,
but they are still being made, In
some countries and arcas, the pro-
portion of Christians is rising. In
Indim fifty wears ago, we counted
ghaowt one out of a hundred who
called themselves Chrlstians. Today
Christinng number about three out
of a hundred, and the population
of India has mounted from about
300 million to about 500 million.
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Chrizstmas Program
|Comtinued froem poge ¥

Siath nml Ee-n:-mh Gyndas

" il prepore & place for I will comn
Al u-ru.i n.IFnluh-p Q“ unth yself; I:E.::.u.lulu'hhrl! T am
you may be " Fo 14: 3],

ﬂlﬁg.c&huul )
. faithful unta death, ond 1 will give vou the crown
of life™ [Rovelntiom 2:007.

Marrat
Onie af the last messages from God 1o the wordd s this one
from the book of Bevelation, “I am coming sron'™ {Révals-
nom 22000,

En you see, GGod's Christmas message is oot guite complete.
It will wever really el beganse when our earthly  lives
are dene the Chrostmas celebraticn im lesven will have
|'||nl begun for those whn have -:rn:cplrﬂ Christ we persomal
Bavior. Our song shall be: “Warthy &5 the Lamb who was
tlain to receive pr ond wealth amd whisdom snd maght
aml honor and g anutl hlossimg.™

“To lbm who gts upon the throme and to the Lamb be
blessing noul baner ood glory and mighs for ever and ever,™

51.|.m[.1._1." Echoal
“Omee in H.ﬂ:,'i.] Davids City" (Be sure io include the
warsn that mys, “VWWhen our eyes at last shall see Him," &tc.)

Aecessional -
(If wou do mot have a choir, the congeegaism could sing
thie lyymuns, Varicus Somday Schoal clnsms couled =srve nz

apeech cholrs )

LEVRG “TUTy

‘PAE STl SORIpEW CH DIIE
HOOVESVEWY NVHIHLAT JHL

e e H T R T T
afingiad  $90) 5 puosey
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