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TO THEIR OWN COMPANY 

Read Acts 4:23-31 

Someone has said, "The Bible is 
a record of the struggle of twice
born men to live in a world run 
by the once-born. It is a record of 
men whose loyalty to the kingdom 
of heaven was considered treason 
against the kingdom of man." Pe
ter and John are under close sur
veillance by the authorities because 
of their unyielding loyalty to the 
kingdom of heaven. "We must obey 
God rather than men," was their 
contention. There was not the 
slightest degree of compromise with 
the enemies of Christ. 

Having been threatened by the 
chief priests and released, Peter and 
John are on their way back to their 
own company. At no time is the 
fellowship of believers more needed 
than under the pressures of perse
cution. These servants of the Lord 
wasted no time in getting back 
"to their own company." Apparent
ly they had no trouble finding them. 
Christians were not difficult to 
identify then. The age of compro
mise and confonning had not ar
rived. The lines were clearly drawn. 
Christians were a people "set 
apart." A fellowship not of this 
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world, a company of the twice
born. To such a company Peter and 
John resorted for fellowship. Here 
they found feUow believers who 
stood by them in those trying days. 
With those fellow believers they 
shared their problems, "reporting 
all that the chief priests and elders 
had said unto them." Then it was 
that the fellowship turned into a 
most unusual prayer meeting. To
gether they lifted their voices un
to God in prayer. Their need was 
great. The situation was grave. It 
seemed for the moment as though 
the doors for the Gospel might be 
closing. Enemies of the Gospel had 
threatened them and commanded 
them not to speak or to teach in 
the name of Jesus. This was indeed 
a crisis hour. What should be their 
recourse at a time like this? Notice, 
they prayed not for vindication, but 
for more power and greater bold
ness. They must go on with the 
message despite fierce opposition. 
Surely the Lord answered their 
prayer. The very room where they 
were gathered was shaken. This 
prayer meeting became a veritable 
"filling station" of the Spirit, from 
whence they went forth anew pro
claiming JESUS. 

One of the distinguishing ear
marks of a child of God is his iden-

tity with the fellowship of believers, 
the communion of saints. "We 
know that we have passed from 
death unto life, because we love 
the brethren" (I John 3:14). This 
mysterious fellowship, so misun
derstood by the world, is the true 
delight of the Christian. The crowds 
and the attractions of the world no 
longer appeaL Like Peter and John 
of old, he hurries away "to his own 
company." He prefers the company 
of those who know how to pray. 
He loves the fellowship of those 
who love the Word. Dear friend, 
where do you stand in relation to 
this fellowship? Do you feel at home 
in the company of God's people? 
No fellowship on earth compares 
with this. From the book of Mala
chi come these beautiful words, 
"Then they that feared the Lord 
spake often one to another, and the 
Lord hearkened and heard it; and 
a book .of remembrance was written 
before him for them that feared the 
Lord, and that thought upon his 
name. And they shall be mine, saith 
the Lord of hosts, in that day when 
I make up my jewels; and I will 
spare them as a man spareth his 
own son that serveth him" (Mal. 
3:16, 17). What an honor to belong 
to a fellowship such as this! 

Jay G. Erickson 
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Few Christians know wha t God is 
talking abou t when He commands 
"Be filled with the Spir it." , 

Don Mainprize 

L\, RE you. filled with the Spirit? 
I"l.. I realize the question sounds 
strange, because few people ask 
it today. Yet God clearly tells us 
to "be filled with the Spirit" (Eph. 
5:18). And certainly if God !ells us 
to do something, it is important 
that we know what He is talking 
about. But teo many of us don't 
know. We don't know what ex
planati ons to accept or which to 
reject, or even what a Spirit -filled 
Christian is like. 

First of all, the filling of the 
Spirit does not mean that the be
liever becomes instanta neously ma
ture at some mystical, dramatic 
moment. tn all the kingdoms of this 
world-animal, vegetable, mineral, 
or spiritual-growth and matura
tion consti tute a gradual process, 
not an instant act. The anim al is 
conceived, born, lives a nd dies; ea ch 
phase takes its own lime and is 
preceded by a process made up of 
separate acts. A tree grows from 
seed to sapling to maturity-its life 
is a process. The diamond is pro
duced graduatly by the enorm ous 
heat and pressure of sand and mud. 
It takes years for the carbon to 
crystalize into the almost complete 
purity of a diamond. 

To expect instan taneous maturity 
in the spiritual realm, then, is to 
deny the laws of growth. We grow 
mentally, moratly, emotionally, a nd 
spiritually by degrees. There may 
be periods of rapid growth in one 
or more of these areas, but God 
offer s no miracle tonic producing 
on-the-spot maturity. 

Another false notion about the 
Sp iri t-filled life is the dangerous 
suggestion of a once·for-all victory 
over s in; that if we are filled with 
the Spirit of God we will never 
aga in suffer spiritual defeat. This 
idea is doubly dangerous. First, it 
is not true to the Bible or the ex
periences of saints. Second, it raises 
false hopes which will surely c rum
ble under the pressures of everyday 
life. When this happens, the misled 
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believer loses confidence in God be
cause his fai th was in a lie . 

Day after day every believer is 
bombarded by numerous kinds of 
temptation. sma ll and hidden, as 
well as large and obviou s. Jt wil1 be 
so until he dies, although the temp
tations will change and he shou ld 
devel op stronger spiritual muscles . 
To suggest, however, that some ex
perience, no mater how thrilli ng or 
unusual, will make him immune to 
temptation's pull or give him ade
quate sp iritual sta mina to withsta nd 
alJ future temptation is false. 

The same marks characterize 
any teaching of sinless perfection , 
a wholly sanc lified life, or claims 
to absolute holiness. Such asser
tions are misleading and out of 
touch with true spiritual reality. 

Then what does it mean to "be 
filled with the Spi rit"? 

It means to be controlled by the 
Holy Spirit. Th is can be seen by 
exam ining the text itself. It says, 
"Be not drunk with wine wherein is 
excess." What characterizes a 
drunk man? He is contro lled by 
the wine, the spirits wi thin him. 
He has, in varying degrees, lost his 
self-control to spirit-control. 

To be filled with the Spir it in
volves surrende ring self-control to 
Spirit·control. In this case, how
ever, the mind and will is sharpened 
and strengthened-not dulled and 
weakened. 

DEGREES OF FULNESS 

Notice that a drunk man's ful
ness of spi rit can be measured 
quantitatively. Some states use 
such tests to determine if a driver 

suspected of drunk driving is legal
ly drunk . Degrees of spirit-control 
s how up in the worldly man's de
scription of his part ner's drunken
ness: "He's just a little tight,'· 
"He's two sheets in the wind," 
·'He's stone drunk; he can't even 
move! " 

Likewise the fulness of the Spirit 
varies in degree. It is said of Jesus 
that he had the Spirit without meas
ure (John 3: 34) . Of no other man 
can that be said. Thus the filling 
of the Spirit does not mean abso
lute, one hundred percent, every· 
second, in-ali-areas, control. Thi s 
quality of fulness of the Spirit be· 
longed to Jesus only. It was the 
Apostle's prayer that Christians 
might "be filled with all the ful
ness of God" (Eph. 3: 19b). 

This complete control of the be
liever by God is God's goal for the 
Christian. It will be true of us in 
the future when "we shall be like 
him" (I John 3: 2). Right now, for 
the present, our goal as Christians 
should be to be increaSi ngly con
trolled by the Holy Spirit in every 
a rea of our lives a nd at all times. 

With this qualified definition of 
being fi lled with the Spirit in mind, 
what then are the marks of the 
Spirit -filled life? 

( I ) The Spirit-filled Christian 
has no known sin in his life. This 
is not to say he is without sin . But 
it does mean that he is not aware 
of any specific sin . When a speci
fic sin is brought to his attention 
by the Spirit through his wife, or 
any means, he will be more likely to 
confess it than will h is Christian 
brother who is allowing sin to 
weaken hi s power to hear God's 
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voice and to obey God's commands. 
This is true because usually (2) 

the Spirit-filled Christian has 
yielded his will to God. He has 
crossed the Rubicon and has 
burned his bridges. Having volun
tarily en listed with God for active 
service, he refuses, by the Spi rit's 
power, to serious ly consider seek
ing a discharge. 

Needless to say, time and again 
he is tempted to quit, to betray his 
initial decision. But, as God 
strengthens him, he is kept from 
turning back. Each day, in fact 
each minute, he will face the con
sequences of his initial decision. To 
will "once for all" to have God as 
one's master is followed by the 
pleasant moment-by-moment en
ticements to have one's own way. 
Thus, to yield Once to God leads 
necessarily to yielding again and 
again and again day after day un
til we a re with Him. 

Because of this process of ma
turity (3) the Spirit-filled Christian 
is gradually and increasingly con
trolled by the Spirit . As the Apost le 
pu t it in Philippians 3: 13, "Yet, 
my brothers, I do not consider my
self to have 'arrived,' spi ritually, 
nor do I consider myself already 
perfect. But I keep going on. 
The Christian never arrives-he is 
always going on toward maturity. 

Gradually, as the Spirit convicts 
and empowers him he sheds habits 
that displease God, and yields new 
areas of his li fe to the Spir it's con
t rol. In short, he grows spiritually. 
Yes, there will be periods of quie
scence, of dormancy when he seems 
to stand still. But this, too. is part 
of the process of growth into ma
turity. 

Moreover, he will fall short. he 
will fail , he will si n. But the truly 
regenerate will rise again. " For a 
just man falleth seven t imes, and 
riseth up again" (Prov. 24: 16) . 
The Spirit-filled Christian echoes 
the words of John the Baptist, "He 
must increase, but I must decrease" 
(John 3: 30). Such a Christian is 
in the process of increasing in t he 
knowledge of God. 

(4) The Spirit-filled Christian is 
radically controlled by the Holy 
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Spirit. This means he is radical, ex
treme, thoroughgoing, and even 
drastic in his obedience to, and 
love for, God. 

He progressively seeks with 
God's help to fulfill the first and 
greatest commandment, "Thou shalt 
love the lord thy God with all thy 
heart and all thy soul, and with 
all thy might" (Matt. 22: 37) . 

As he seeks actively to let God, 
who is love, control the depth of 
his being, he also desires that God's 
will be done in each of his varied 
roles. He wishes to be a Spirit
filled husband, father , employee, 
Sunday school teacher, or whatever. 

BLIND SPOTS 

Thus the Spirit-filled Christian 
does not easily faB into the trap 
psychologists caB compartmental 
thi nking, i.e., the tendency to sep· 
arate one's roles in such a way as 
to prohibit interrela tionships. We've 
a ll heard of businessmen who pro
fess Christianity but do nOt apply 
it to their business t ransactions. 
Surely the Spirit-filled Christian 
will have blind spots, or areas 
where he grows s lowly, but he is 
less likely to than the Christian 
who does not walk moment by 
moment in the Spir it, as Christians 
are commanded to do. He is less 
likely to be hypocritical because 
the changes which took place in 
his life, at his conversion and fo l
lowing it, did not stop at the sur
face of his personality; they reached 
down to the very root. 

(5) The Spirit-filled Christian is 
continually controlled by tile Holy 
Spirit. By continual we do not 
mean unceasing or perpetual. Rath· 
er, we mean a control which though 
not unbroken, is certainly reo 
newed after each interruption. Thus 
the li teral translation of the cen
t ral passage in the filli ng of the 
Spir it is "being kept fi lled with 
the Spirit." Whereas the unyielded 
Christian a llows "minor" s ins to 
pile up, so to speak, the Spir it's 
control of the spiritual Christian 
helps him to confess his si n quick· 
ly, and prevents a prolonged break 
in communion. 

(6) The Spirit-filled Christian is 

confidently, conSCiously, and sensi
tively controlled by the Holy Spirit. 
Confidence means "a mental atti
tude of relying on a worthy per
son," "a state of trust or intimacy 
between persons who confide in 
each other." As the Christian walks 
with the Spi rit each day. seeking 
His advice and strength, he learns 
to rely on the Holy Spirit and to 
confide in Him moment by mom
ent. It is this type of control that 
marks the life of the Spirit-fiUed 
Christian. Notice it is by faith or 
trust. 

SPIRIT-CONTROLLED 

The conscious control of the be
liever by the Spirit is often mis un
derstood. Again and again believers 
are warned not to trust their emo
tions, to suspect their religious 
feelings. Granted, one can be mis
led by his emotions; but that is 
no reason to assume a suspicious 
atti tude toward all emotions. To do 
so can easily lead to a duB, hum
drum, phlegmatic, emotionally de
tached Christian life. One does not 
love another w ith ali his heart, 
soul, and mi nd without strong emo
t ional involvement ! 

Remember t hat God is a person 
and He has chosen to become emo
tionally involved with His crea
tures. He so loved that He gave His 
Son, and the Holy Spirit can be 
grieved or hurt by our sin. It is 
said in the Bible that Christians 
are married to Chr ist (Rom. 7: 14). 
Can yQu conceive of a more inti
mately emotional relationship? 

Now to be conscious of some
thing means "to see, hear, or feel 
it, or allow it to enter one's mind." 
It involves an awareness of one's 
surroundings and the numerous 
nearby stimuli. 

If you took a walk with a fr iend 
you would su rely be conscious of 
his or her presence. We Christians 
are told to "wa lk in (and by) the 
Spi rit" and one name of the Spir
it, the Comforter, means "one called 
a long side to help." God the Holy 
Spirit dwell s within us and is 
therefore ever with us. The ques
tion is, can we be conscious or 
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Alice Borber. 194B-1965 

ON 

THE DEATH 

OF 

A TEENAGE GIRL 

THE afternoon sun shone brightly after the morn
ing's rain. A few white clouds hung suspended. 

Great quiet enveloped the bowl-shaped oval, open on 
the east side, where the cemetery lay, neatly kept and 
verdant in mid-summer green. 

The simple tan casket was poised above its final 
resting place. The pastor intoned the words of com
mittal to parents, sisters, brother standing forlornly 
nearby-and to other close relatives. 

And to a multitude of people, remaining at a dis
tance, wanting to show their concern, not knowing 
quite how to do so, unwilling to intrude on a grief 
they could not share quite as intimately. 

To the side were six young men, lean, athletic, 
unfamiliar with their role-the casket-bearers-class
mates, benumbed, wishing their friend were not gone, 
honored that they could perform this last service. 

"I am the resurrection and the life. 

Why do the young die? 

" 

It had been a typical day at Bible Camp. Bible 
study, discussion, softball, volleyball, meals, sing
spiration, evening service. The speaker had warned 
of life's uncertainty. He had spoofed the philosophy 
of the popular song "Downtown." 

Then night-time and sleep. 

I : 30a.m. 

Knocking on a door. Whose door? Mine? Reaching 
for a flashlight , unbolting the door-"Alice Barber 
has been in an accident; 10: 30; seriously injured, not 
expected to live." 

Alice, a camper of the year before and with a 
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sister here this year. Alice of the sparkling, dancing 
eyes. the pleasing, warm personality, such an "alive" 
person. 

Not expected to live. 

The night air seemed warmer than expected after 
a rather cool day. Drivi ng around the south tip of 
Pickerel Lake, past Enemy Swim, her home town of 
Waubay, then the lights of Webster, hoping against 
hope for a miracle. 

Stopping in the hospital parking lot, no chance to 
go inside-"Alice has passed away." 

No miracle. 

The night air still pleasant to the touch. 

Attempts to bring some comfort when words 
seem to be just words. Only the Word of God speaking 
of something to hold on to. "God is our refuge and 
strength. a very present help in trouble." 

The first light signalling a new day already evident 
before 4 a.m. The trip back filled with disbelief. mem
ories, questionings. 

Why do the young die? 

Friends gathering for the funeral service in the 
church so familiar to her. Youth her own age, puz
zled, frightened, missing her friendship. Older people, 
pondering their length of years as against her not 
quite 17, filled with promise; missing. too, her in
terest in them. 

The open casket. The out-of-placeness of youth. 
The dark brown suit, the narrOw white pressed bow at 
the neck. 
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Disbelief. Alice, Luther Leaguer, choir member, sports en
thusiast, junior class play, Girls' Stater, 4H club, 
Bible class, honor student, FHA. 

The new pastor, new in lOwn the day of the ac
cident, telling of many mansions in the Father's house. 

Why do the young die? 
Alice, friend of all, witness for Christ. 

Piano music, appropriate, well-played. A seat in 
the basement of a packed church_ The fo lder the 
funera l di rector provides. Reading in disbelief the 
words "Alice Fonda Barber, July 26, 1948-June 30, 
1965." 

Why do the young die? 

"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 
are you r ways my ways, says the Lord." 

Why do the young die? 

Going back in memory to the night of Ju ly 3, 
1964, and the last evening of another Bible camp. 
Many young people staying after for a consecration 
service. Alice, among them, sorry for her failures in 
following Christ, declar ing her wish and intention to 
serve Him more fully. 

"But that with full courage now as always Christ 
will be honored in my body, whether by life or by 
death." 

The sun shining brightly after the morning rain. 
The well-kept cemetery in the bowl-shaped oval, open 
lO the east, verdantly green. A great sense of peace 
despite grieving hearts. The tan cas ket standing alone 
now. 

The voice of the pastor who had baptized and 
confinned her, reading from Revelation 21-"tears, 
death, mourning, crying, pain-no more." 

A man singing "How Great Thou ArL" "And when 
I think that God His Son not sparing-" 

Jesus said unto her, "I am the resurrection and 
the life; he who believes in me, though he die, yet 
shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in me 
shall never die. Do you believe this?" 

Looking again at the folder-"Alice Fonda Barber, 
July 26, 1948-Ju ne 30, 1965." 

Yes, Lord, I believe. Help my unbelief. 

- Raynard Huglen 

rContinued from page -I ] 
aware of His presence? 

1 belieVe we can and indeed we 
must if we ever hope to wal k with 
God, obey His voice, and know Him 
personally. Someone may say, "But 
we walk by faith, not feeling." And 
I agree. But I believe that faith in 
the living God leads to a conscious 
"felt" experience of His presence 
through our awakened senses. 

HOLY TEACHER 

The Spirit "teaches" beli evers 
and helps them remember the 
words of Jesus (John 14:26), He 
testifies to the believer of Christ 
(John 15: 26), He guides the be
lievers into a ll truth, speaks what 
He hears, and shows us the th ings 
of Ch rist (Joh n 16: 14). 

If the Spi rit does a ll this, it 
should be obvious He is not a mute 
teacher. He spea ks and we hear. 
It may be a still small voice, a clear 
word of rebuke, a ve rse brought 
to mind, a passage read in daily 
devotions. a sennon. or a strong 
and clear impression that we should 
or should not do a certain thing. 
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(To avoid bei ng led astray such 
messages should be tested by the 
clear teaching of the Word of God: 
if any impression or leading violates 
or contradicts the Bible it is not 
the voice of the Holy Spirit.) 

Wi th this qualification in mind, 
one thing remains cleA r: such hear· 
ing of the voice of the Spirit must 
be realized in order to be under
stood and obeyed; it need not be 
audi ble, and seldom is, but it must 
be understandable. As the Apostle 
wrote in a similar context, " If the 
trumpet give an uncertain sound, 
who shall prepare himself to the 
battle?" (I Cor. 14:8). Our <Am
manding Officer does not mumble 
His orders. He speaks loud enough 
for alert soldiers to get the mes
sage. 

SENSITIVELY CONTROLLED 

Thus we may say that the Spi rit
filled Christian is sensit ively can· 
trolled by the Holy Spirit. As he 
hears and obeys the Spirit 's voice, 
he develops a spiritual awareness 
or sensitivity. To use two of the 
Apostle's phrases, he "walks ci r-

cumspectly" (Eph. 5: 15) or he is 
"led by the Spirit of God" (Rom. 
8: 14). As he refuses to allow any 
known si n to remain unconfessed, 
as he cont inues walking daily by 
faith and yieldi ng his attitudes, ha
bits, dispositions, words, and 
thoughts to the Spirit's control, 
he wil! experience the conscious 
presence of the Holy Spir it, he will 
be practicing the presence of God. 

To e!1umerate the marks of a 
Spirit-filled life, however, is both 
useless and dangerous unless we 
are voluntari ly and actively in
volved daily in the process of 
"walking in the Spirit." And if we 
fa il to "exercise ourselves unto god
liness" by making daily use of all 
the mea ns of grace at our disposal. 
the real and intimate presence of 
God will not be a reality in our 
own experience. 

May the God of hope fill us with 
a li joy and peace in believ ing. that 
we may abound in hope, through 
the power of the Spirit (Rom. 15: 
13) . 

- Reprinted by permission of 
Eternity magazine. 
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o r=.!? SEMINARY 

~ ~ NE"W"S 
SECOND SCHOOL YEAR AT 

SEMINARY OPENS 

A new class o f students and a 
new teache r were high lights of the 
open ing of the second year of work 
at Free Lutheran Seminary, Ply
mouth Village, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Classes bega n on Sept. 14. 

The new students, six of them, 
are the junior class. They joi n the 
nine students of last year, now be
come the middler class. Next year 
the school will reach her in te nded 
three classes. New students this 
year are Dale BauJeson, Anoka. 

MONDAY 

7:45 
8:05 

8:45-9:00 
1l:05 Devotions 
9:00 Olson 

9:05 Dogmatics 
10:00 Own 

10:00 
10:15 

10 : 15 English Bible 
11 :10 Olson 

Youth a nd 
11 :1 5 Confirmlltion 
12 :00 'Work 

O/ro. 

October 5, 1965 

Minn ., Leslie Galland, Watertown, 
Minn., Paul Haugen, Portland, N. 
Oa k., Pa ul Jeeklin, El kader, la ., 
Robert Lee, Escanaba, Mich" and 
Jerome Nikunen, Detroit, Mich. 

Dr. lver Olson is the new in
structor. Born in North Dakota, he 
was raised in Saskatchewan, Cana
da. His father was a lay preacher. 
A graduate of both Augsburg Col
lege and Theological Seminary, Mr. 
Olson has an M.A. degree from the 
Un iversity of MinnesQta and a doc
torate in systematic theology from 
Chicago Lutheran Seminary. Mr. 
Olson is the author of the book 

SEMINARY SCHEDULE 

FIRST SEMESTER 

September 13, 1965-January 21 , 1966 

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

De,'otions Devotions 
Soarniv(U1ro Saornivaoro 

Home Missions and Churches, Sects 
Personal \\'ork a.nd Isms 

Saar"iuaara Saarnivaara 

New Testament Dogmatics 
Saarnivaara 0,.,. 

CO F F EE BREA K 

New Testament English Bible 
SlIarnivaara O/ron 

Youth lind 
Confirmllt ioll 

Work 

0"". 

Baptism and Spiritual Lite and is 
the translator of Ludvig Hope's 
book, Aand og K ratt, (Spirit and 
Power ) into English. He served as 
pastor at Sand Cre€k, Wis., after 
teach ing at Oak Grove Lutheran 
High School in Fargo, N. Dak. More 
recen tly Mr. Olson taught at the 
former Augsburg Seminary and at 
Augsburg College, Minneapolis. 

The other full -time teacher in the 
school is Dr. Uuras Saarnivaara, 
who served last year also. Much of 
his education was received in his 
native Finland and he, too, is an 
author, one of his books also deal
ing with baptism. He once taught at 
the former Suomi Lutheran Semi
nary in Hancock, Mich. 

Free Lutheran Seminary will 
graduate her first class in the spring 
of 1967. 

The class schedule for the first 
semester of the current school year 
is printed below. 

T HURSDAY FRIDAY 

DevotiollS Devotions 
SooTniv(U1To 50or"ivaara 

Discussion of Churches, Sects 
Contemporary and Isms 

P roblems Saarniuoarrz 
Saarnivaara 

Dogmatics New Testament 

0"". Soarnivaora 

Pastoral Jr. H omiletics 
Counselling Olson 

Olson Sermon P ractice 
Saarnivaoro 

Dogmatics 
O/ron 
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~AR'S~ 

Edited by Mrs. David C. Hanson 

KNOW YOUR STUDENT 

Part I 

Thou didst form my inward parts, 
Thou didst kn it me together in my mother's womb. 
I praise Thee, fo r T hou art fea rful and wonderful! 
Wonderful are Thy works! 
Thou knowest me right well; 
My frame was not hidden from Thee 
When I was being made in secret, 

. Intricately wrought in the depths of the earth. 
Thy eyes beheld my unfanned substance; 
In thy book were written, every one of t hem, 
The days that were formed for me, 
When as yet t he re was none of them. (Psalm 139). 

Most of us have, at some time or another, held 
a very young infant in our anns and marvelled at 
the handiwork o f God. The human baby is born with 
a livi ng soul and is created with all the members, 
organs, and other structures of the body that it will 
need to grow into man or womanhood. Of course, 
there will be growth and development, but the normal 
baby's equipment is in good working order from the 
very begi nning of life. He arrives with the ability 
to do various things without learning them. For in~ 

stance, he can breathe, suck, and swallow. He is able 
to move the various members of his body. He can cry 
sneeze, and cough. These natura l reflexes serve the 
infant through all the years of his life. Along with 
them he is given certain other gifts tha t will influe
ence his development. His God-given intelligence, 
health, stature, appearance, and nervous system are 
factors that will influence t he child's habits, atti 
tudes, sent iment, temperament, and character. 

A large and healthy boy wi ll develop different ly 
from a small and s ickly lad ; lInd an unusually home
ly girl (if there is such a thing, these days) may have 
different problems from a very pretty child. Will 
the large boy become a bully or a helpful, good na
tured young man? Is the pret ty little girl growing up 
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to be vain and conceited while the ugly duckling 
fee ls she is insignifica nt? Most importa nt in shaping 
the life of an individual will be the influence that 
c: mes from con tacts and s ituat ions in his early years. 
Through the fundamen tal s ituations of human life he 
will learn to make the necessary adjustments between 
his natural inst incts and desires, and the limitations 
that are imposed upon him from his surroundings, 
from other people, and from what he has been taught 
about the \"Ii ll c f Gcd.. These adjustments wi ll de
term ine how the gifts that God has given will be used . 

As the child grows he will be learni ng through 
experience, observat ion, instruction, and reasoning. 
He will learn most from other human beings. 
his parents, his brothers and sisters, friends, enemies 
and teachers. Most of his learning will not be the 
result of a delibera te teaching effort, but rather it 
will be imitation and adoption of the things the child 
sees and hears. This will include not only his abili ty 
to do things, but also his likes and dislikes, his princi
ples. and his beliefs. Shyness and vanity can be as 
much the produc t of learn ing as the ability to tie his 
!'hoes. Two children may be members of the same 
family, bu t they have been given different gifts from 
God and they haVe learned th rough different expe
riences. Is it any wonder that no two personalities 
a re ali ke? 

The key to a well integra ted persona li ty, then, 
lies in t he bala nce of these va rious tra its and influ
ences. Too much or too little of anyone thing can be 
disadvantageous. Too much fea r is unhealthy .. too 
little may cause a ch ild to lose caut ion and do some
thing peri lous. 

Su rely we must remember that the perfect per
sonality is an ideal no human ever atta ins. The weak
ness of our si nful nature and the problems of everyday 
living make it impossible to reach perfection. Does 
this mean, then, that change is impossible once the 
pattern is set? How can a weak human being, beset 
with fau lts and troubled with daily cares change his 
ways? Let's see what the W'ord of God says : 

"If any man is in Christ, he is a new creation, the 
old has passed away, behold, the new has come" (II 
Cor. 5: 17). 

"God is at work in you, both to will and to work for 
His good pleasure" (Phi l. 2: 13) . 

"And His gifts were tha t some should be apostles. 
some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and 
teachers, for the equi pmen t of the sa ints, for the work 
of the ministry, for build ing up the body of Christ, 
unt il we a ll attai n to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, 
to the measure of the stature of t he fullness of Christ" 
(Phil. 4: 11- 13) . 

(In the issues that follow there will be character
istics of the various age groups tha t are served in our 
Sunday schools and also some suggestions for teach
ing them. ) 

The Lutheran Ambassador 

• 



EDITORIALS 
.... -----lNO KNOWN SIN---~-

In the art icle, "How to be Filled with the Spirit," 
page 3, there is a sentence which cou ld be twisted 
by some or played up out of context. It is this, "The 
Spir it-filled Christ ian has no k nown sin in his li fe." 

The context, or setting of the sentence, makes 
it plain that this is not sinless perfection. The author 
points out that the Christian who is Spirit-fi lled deals 
with specific sins as he is aware of them. He does not 
harbor and keep them. If he has offended someone, he 
apologizes. If he discovers an idol in his life , he 
asks God to tear it away. 

Mr. Mainprize, t he author, is not speaking of t hat 
thi nking which causes one to boast that he has not 
committed sin fo r one day, one month, one year, etc. 
That t hinking is mindful of the "Christian" college 
we heard about one time which advertised that it 
was located seven miles from any known fonn of 
sin. WeB, now! 

SOMETHING TO WORK ON 

A pastor reports that he has quizzed incoming 
confinnation class students, usuaBy in eighth grade 
but a few from the seventh, on general Bible knowl
edge. The children, for the most part, had by that 
time attended Sunday school for seven, eight or 
nine years, in addition to Vacation Bible School. Still 
others had received fu rther religious instruction at 
home. 

In one sampling of 29 students from several classes 
in two different parishes, the following facts emerged. 
23 of the 29 could write some fact about Moses, 19 
of 29 abou t David, and 20 of 29 about Dan iel. How
ever, only seven out of t he 29 could declare anything 
significan t concerning the Apostle Paul, four of 29 
abou t Abraham and ten of 29 in relation to Pilate . 

General infonnation about t he Bible reveaJed these 
results. Of t he 29 pupils tested, 26 knew that Jesus 
had twelve disciples, 21 that Noah built the ark, 16 
that we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus on Easter 
Sunday, eight that Jesus was crucified on Calvary 
or Golgotha, two that Joseph had II brothers, two 
that Jesus lived in Palestine while on earth, and 
one that aU people who are not Jews are called Gen· 
tiles. Oh yes, three students out of 29 could state 
something that happened on the day of Pentecost. 

A redeeming feature of the entire survey, the 
pastor feels, is t hat 26 of the 29 could state that 
the reason Jesus died on the cross was to take the 
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si ns of all the people. 
That latter knowledge does cover a multitude of 

s ins of om ission. How wonderful that that great truth 
had been caught by the great majority of our Sun
day school children. Not that merely knowing the 
fact is enough, but it is a much needed first step 
in saving knowledge. 

The results of the survey. however, and there 
is no reason to believe that the evidence uncovered 
would vary to any appreciable degree throughout the 
Lutheran Church, indicate that few of our young peo
ple a re catching and holding s imple Bible facts as 
they come up through our church school systems. 

New curricula being prepared in other Lutheran 
churches will not help t he problem one iota because 
they are discussion-oriented and will stress objective 
facts less than has been the case in the past. This is 
true of the upper grade levels, at least. 

Somehow all of us who teach must seek to im
prove our teaching so that the students will want to 
grasp the sweep of Bible history and be able to pin· 
poi nt t he significance of Abraham, Moses, Joshua, 
David (as more than the slayer of Goliath), Isaiah, 
Stephen, Paul, and others. It should not be too much 
to ask that they know the meaning of Pentecost (one 
of t he three great church festivals), and that not only 
16 of 29, but 29 of 29, be able to state that the res
urrection of Jesus from the dead is celebrated on 
Easter Sunday. 

Yes, there is something to work on in the light 
of the pastor's survey. Let us emphasize and stress 
the great truths of the faith and the importance of 
fa it h. But somehow, can't we inculcate a little more 
of the facts recorded in the Bible at the same time? 
Th is should be a worthy goal. 

CHRISTMAS ISSUE ASSURED 

While we haven't experienced anything like a 
World Series ticket rush, there has been some reo 
sponse to our plea for original material for a special 
Christmas issue of The Lutheran Ambassador. Enough 
response, so that with what is yet anticipated, we 
feel safe to say that your December 14 copy of the 
Ambassador will be bigger than ever. 

This does not mean tha t all are to rest on their 
oars now. Notice that we said that more material 
is anticipated. Some of you are working to beat the 
November 1 deadline and we hope you'll continue 
to do that. Others can still begin and finish in time. 

Poetry is still welcome, but we would like to 
get more in the way of short Christmas essays or 
stories, or writings on the s ubjects we mentioned 
some t ime ago. 

May we receive a picture for printing of those 
of you who write for our Christmas issue. We'd like 
to use such if you're agreeable. 

A bit la te r there will be infonnation on how you 
may order extra copies of the Chri stmas Ambassador 
for your friends at a nominal cost to you. 
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We are sorry that our indoor pictures of the 
convention are generally not reproducable. 

SCENES FROM THE 

Luther League Convention 

Maya, Hyga Magnu.an .pee • • Ie Ih. yau lh ,ally al Ih. Grand far • • 

Caunly Courthouse. 

Jahn C. W • • t Hall, g ' rl.' darm"ory 01 th. ~on •• "'ian 

Marning d. "alian. "nel flag rai .ing by Ihe Uni"."ily campus unian 

l.ogu ... gol h"ed in /,anl of Ihe Courlhau .. la' a publi~ wiln ... ing 
..,,,ice. 

Early rnarning lIog roi.ing in franl af Ihe ~ampu. unia" 

PorI al Ih. ~"n •• nTian 9rouP in fronl " f th e Cou.thou ••. Nole the 

bonner f,om M~Ville, N. Dak. 



.. 
The IeCC Had an Inspiring 
Plenary Congress in Geneva 

Dr. Uuras Saarnivaara 

THE International Council of 
Christian Churches (ICeC) 

had its sixth Plenary Congress or 
world assembly on the 4--llth of 
this August in Geneva, Switzerland, 
at the Hotel Intercontinental, about 
half a mile from the Ecumenical 
Center, headquarters of the World 
Council of Churches, the Lutheran 
World Federation, and several other 
denominational ecumenistic organi· 
zations. 

The previous plenary Congress, 
in which the International Christian 
Youth, ICY, the youth organization 
of the Ieee, was organized, was 
held in 1962 in Amsterdam, in the 
same Concert House in which the 
World Council of Churches was 
fo unded in 1948. Since the Amster
dam conference, the number of the 
ICCC membership had gone up from 
83 to I ll, which shows that it is 
growing rather rapidly. A signifi 
cant fact was that a number of 
African churches were represented 
the first time in the Geneva con
gress. The West and East A~rican 
Councils of the ICCC were or
ganized last winter and both of 
them sent a number of representa 
tives to the congress. 

History of the ICee 

Isa. 59:19 says : "When the ene
my shall come in like a flood, the 
Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a 
standard against him." 

When the enemy has come into 
the Christian churches as an ever
widening fl ood of Bible critic ism 
and falsified modernistic "Chris
tianity," the Lord has lifted up in 
one generation after another stand
ard bearers of the authority of the 
Bible as God's Word and of bibli
cal Christianity. When the Federal 
and then the National Council of 
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Churches in America (NCC) more 
and more plainly represented mod
ernistic perversion of Christianity, 
Bible-believing Protestants in 
America organized in the 1930's 
their own American Council of 
Christian Churches (ACCC). In its 
meet ing in Detroit , Mich ., in 1947, 
a decision was made : "The time 
has come in the providence of our 
gracious God when a council of 
Christian chu rches to bear testi
mony to 'the faith once delivered 
unto the saints,' and to represent 
Bible-believing churches throughout 
the world should be established." 

The purpose of the new organi
zation was to unite Bible-believing 
churches and Christians all over the 
world in a constructive testimony 
for the Lord Jesus Christ and to 
the Bible, the inerrant Word of 
God, and to stand against all mod
ern apostasy and the modernist
led World Council of Churches. The 
witness to the supreme authority of 
the Scriptures and to the Christ of 
the Bible was to be "without com
promise, evasion, or reserve." 

The International Council of 
Christian Churches was organized 
in 1948 in Amsterdam (a few weeks 
before the founding of the World 
Council in the same city) in the 
old English church where the "Pil
grim Fathers" worshipped before 
leaving for America in 1620. Dr. 
Carl McIntire of Collingswood, New 
Jersey, was elected its president 
and he is still serving in that capac
ity. 

Nature and Purpose of the ICCC 

The ICCC is an internat ional and 
interdenominational agency of Bi
ble-believing Protestant churches 
and individual Christians. The 
World Council of Churches' leaders 
often say that Luther and the other 
reformers of the 16th century com
mitted a great error and sin in 
splitting up the Church. They wanl 
to lead the Protestant churches to 

repent of this sin and unite again 
into one world church with the 
Church of Rome (and other church
es), thus reversing the Great Refor
mation . The ICCC calls itself "the 
Twentieth Century Reformation," 
because it wants to represent in 
this century and in the modern 
situation the great principles of the 
16th cen tury Reformation. This is 
also implied in the name of its of
ficial organ, THE REFORMATION 
REVIEW, published in Amsterdam, 
Netherlands (CHRISTIAN BEA
CON, published in Collingswood, 
N. J., is not an offic ial ICCC paper, 
but a private paper of Dr. Carl Mc
Intire , its president, though in this 
way closely connected with it). 

For membership, the ICCC re
quires the endorsement of its doc
tr inal basis, con tained in its consti
t ution, which professes faith in the 
Bible as God's inspired and ineITant 
Word and as such the supreme 
nonn, rule and authority of the faith 
and practice of the Christian Church 
and of individual Christians, to
gether with the fundamenta l truths 
of the Bible. It accepts into its 
membership only Protestant church
es; it does not accept any church 
that is a member of the World 
Council of Churches. 

The number of its member 
churches has gone up from 39 in 
1948 to II I in 1965. In addition to 
member churches, the ICCC has a 
number of regional councils made 
up of individual Bible-believing 
Christians who mostly are mem
bers of church bodies that belong to 
the WCC, but who do not approve 
of its apostate ecumenism. The 
American Council of Christian 
Churches (ACCC) is different from 
the regional councils, for it is an 
agency of churches. 

The ICCe is an agency of Bible
believing churches and Christians, 
and its purpose is to gather, inspire 
and strengthen Bible-believers to a 
united testimony for the Bible as 
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God's inspired Word and for bibli
cal Chri st ianity. It does not favor 
merger of churches, since the unity 
of Christians is spiritua l and can 
exist between Chri stians who be
long to different churches. The 
leaders of the ICCC emphasize that 
since it is no "church," it does not 
have church functions. It has com
mon prayers and prayer meetings 
in its conferences, s ince these be
long to the fe llowship of Chris
t ians, but it does not have, e.g., 
Holy Communion, since this belongs 
to the function of chu rches. It has 
several commissions, like the Com
mission on Evangelism. This com
mission plans to organize seminars 
or instruction courses for evangelis
tic work; it may also help to ar
range evangelist ic meetings and 
campaigns with Bible-believing 
churches, but in th is case it pre
fers to send to each denomination 
its own men, e.g., to Lutherans, 
Lutheran evangelists, to Presbyter
ians, Presbyterian evangelists, etc., 
unless otherwise desired by the 
churches themselves. 

Lutherans Invited 

The Geneva conference was the 
larges t and probably the best of 
the ICCC confe rences-or maybe, 
they are becoming better and bet
ter and better. A spirit of joyfu l 
trust in the Bible as God's Word 
and evangelist ic zea l for the win
ning of souls to Christ pervaded 
the whole atmosphere. Lutherans 
were more numerous than be fore, 
and they had two meet ings of their 
own in connection with the con
ference. In the second Lutheran 
meet ing, Pastor Herman J . Otten, 
editor of the Lutheran News, sug
gested that the leadership of the 
ICCC should be asked to make an 
overture or proposal to those Lu
theran chu rches that are not mem
bers of the Lutheran World Fed
eration (and the World Council of 
Churches) to discuss the possibility 
of formi ng a Lutheran aff iliation of 
the ICCC. The proposal was unan i
mously supported by the Luther
ans present. My personal opi nion is 
that participation in the work of 
the ICCC would be a defin ite bless-
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ing to the AFLC. A spirit of warm 
Christian love permeates the con
ferences of the ICCC, and they are 
a real inspiration to serve the Lord 
more wholeheartedly and contend 
earnestly for the faith once for all 
deli vered to the sa ints, as the Bi
ble exhorts (Jude 3). 

Pastor Herman J . Otlen, editor 
of the Lutheran News (a paper to 
be recommended), published recent
ly the book Baal or God (New Ha
ven, Mo., 1965). Dr. Carl Mcintire 
appreciated the book so much that 
a copy of it was given to all the 
registered part icipants of the Gene
va congress. This book is timely 
and excellent , and ali those who 
want to have factual knowledge of 
the present situation should read it. 
It gives in its various chapters well 
documented reports of the various 
phases of mod ern apostasy, and in 
the second part of each chapter a 
good short presentation of the bibli
cal doctrines of historic Christianity 
on the questions at issue. One of 
the chief purposes of the ICCC is 
to give Bible·believers facts that 
they can use in order to refute er
ror and confirm others, too, in the 
precious truth that God has given 
us, and wh ich guides us in ou r race 
toward the heaven ly goal. 

The writer and sem inarian Fran
cis Monseth attended the congress. 

CENTRAL MINNESOTA 
WMF RALLY 

The WMF of the Centra! 
Minnesota District will hold 
their fall rally at the Zion 
Lutheran Church in Dalton, 
Minn., Tuesday, October 19 
at 10:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m., 
with pot-luck dinner. 

Pastor Herbert Franz of Cia· 
quet, Minn., will be th e guest 
speaker for our afternoon ses
sion. 

Mrs. R. P. Haakonson of 
Moorhead , Minn., will lead us 
in a Bible study in our morn
ing session. 

There will be special num
bers in song throughout the 
day. 

Mrs. Ted Aasness, Secretary 

PASTOR INSTALLED AT BELOIT 

Mr. Otto Saukerson was installed 
as pastor of the Lutheran Mission 
Church, Beloit, Wis., on Sunday, 
September 5, by Pastor Harold 
Schafer of DeKalb, Ill. For over 
two years a group has been faith
fully meeting in this city of over 
33,000 and has been looking to our 
Association for help. Pastor Schafer 
and twO men from the Grace Lu
theran congregat ion in DeKalb, 
Clifford Jerde and Marvin Finne
stad, have been servi ng them. 

Mr. Paul Hegg served there in 
the summer of 1964 under the spon
sorsh ip of the Mission Committee 
of the Association of Free Lutheran 
Congregations. 

Anyone living in the area or pass
ing through is encouraged to stop 
for services at 10:45 a.m. at the 
YWCA at 246 Grand Ave. If you 
have friends in Beloit who may be 
interested in our emphasis, please 
contact Pastor Otto Saukerson, 
11131;2 Euclid Ave., Beloit, Wis. 

- Pastor Harold Schafer 

SIXTY YEARS OF 
W EDDED LIFE 

The following poem was written 
by Pastor Trygve F. Dahle in honor 
of Mr. and Mrs. Ed Wahl, Everett, 
Wash ., on their sixtieth wedding an
niversary. 

Sixty years of wedded life, 
Lived in peace and not in strife, 
Lived for family, church, and God, 
As side by side life's way they t rod. 

Sixty years of wedded bliss, 
He is hers and she is his, 
Livi ng daily in God's lo· ... e, 
Aiming for the Home above. 

Soon this pilgrimage is o'er, 
And they look towa rd yonder shore, 
Work is over, bat tle wan, 
Face to face with God the Son. 

Oh, how sweet that day wilJ be, 
When the face of Him we see, 
Free from pain and sin and sorrow, 
In that wonderfu l tomorrow. 

T. F. Dahle 

The Lutheran Ambassador 
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CH RISTIAN HOSPITALITY 

W HEN the cold wea ther set 
in a few years ago, these 

grain farmers headed south. We at
tended many different churches, 
most often where relatives were in 
attendance. 

The first church I'll mention was 
real small, being quite a new work. 
Others were coming as we walked 
into the yard, but before we got 
to the place of worship we felt 
at home with these people. The Bi
ble class was very warm in its 
friendliness to us and in no time 
at all we were one of them, in
cluded in all discuss ion, etc. 

It was a wonderful Bible study 
and morning worship service, f or 
there was real Chris tian love every
where there in that little church. 
We hated to leave thei r fe llowship. 
We wanted to make a tabernacle 
there instead of going home, as did 
Pete r (Luke 9:33). "And it came to 
pass as they departed from him, 
Pe te r sa id unto Jesus, Master, it 
is good for us to be here: and let 
us make three tabernacles; one for 
thee, and one for Moses, and one 
fo r Elias: not knowing what he 
said." 

Our next chu rch to visi t was one 
in wh ich r had spent much of my 
youth. In this church most of my 
brothers and sisters had been saved , 
and t he whole family had been spir
itua lly blessed many years before 
our visi t now. 

I remember the old church and its 
props to keep the building from be
ing condemned by the fire depart
ment unti l money could be raised 
to build a new bui lding, Now they 
had a beaut iful church both inside 
and outside. And r was told, "Do 
you know what they say abou t our 
church?" "No," I sa id , "what?" 
" It is considered t he most spir
itual church in this city, and it is 
one of t he biggest now." 

But there was no fr iendly "hello" 
there and I walked in and was much 
alone until r went home again. 
There was a good Bible·centered 
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message from a godly pastor, bu t I 
didn't fee l like stayi ng any longer 
than I had to. I certai nly didn 't 
want to build a tabernacle there 
among the people. I'm sure that 
something like th is would never 
have happened back in those old 
days in that old bui lding. 

The next ch urch, in a larger c ity, 
was much larger than the last one 
men tioned. I think that they have 
almost a block of buildings. These 
wonderful people invited us, tota l 
st rangers, to make ourselves at 
home in the ir guest house which 
was bought and fixed up for visit
ing missionaries and guest speak
ers. My sister didn't, at that t ime, 
have a place for us to stay. So we 
three were given this beaut iful 
place for the week-end, Th is act 
was so like t he people of the 
church, so outgoing to others. 

The Sunday services were not a 
disappointment either, but a r ich 
blessing. And although I'm quite 
sure it is every bit as spiritual as 
the other church, and much, much 
larger, there was a real welcome 
and a warm feeling toward us. 
Here, too, we wou ld have liked to 
stay and to build a tabernacle, 

Why the contrast in these church
es? I can't say for sure, but surely 
not because of size . Bu t I have 
wondered if it could be because of 
Christian love, spoken about in the 
holy Bible. Really, it is quite a 
study. Just look up the word "love" 
and you will see. 

Th inking over these wonderful 
experiences, I wonder, how does a 
stranger feel in t he church where 
I worship? Do I show him rea l 
Christian love, and does he want to 
tarry with us as a church? Cou ld it 
be tha t we should rather consider 
what do we owe the church of t he 
living God, not what ca n I get from 
the church? I believe that if we a ll 
can a ttend our places of worshi p 
with the Lord Jesus Christ fore
most in our minds, then others. 
lastly ourselves, our churches wi ll 

be a welcome place to all wh o 
come. May we live like this little 
choru s suggests: 
"Jesus and others and you, 

What a wonderfu l way to spell 
Joy. 

Jesus and others and you, 
In the hea rt of each gi rl and each 

boy. 
J is for Jesus, 
For He has first place. 
o is fo r others, we see face to 

face. 
Y is for you in whatever you do; 
Put Jesus first and spell Joy." 

Mrs. Arnold Jodock 
Kempton, N. Oak. 

ASSOCIATION COMMITTEES 
MET LAST MONTH 

Members of the boards and com
mittees of the Association of Free 
Lutheran Congregations met togeth
er on Tuesday, September 14, at 
the Headquarters-Seminary Build
ing, Minneapolis, Minn., for the pu r
pose of discussing the joint work 
of the some 100 congregations and 
groups which make up the fe llow
sh ip. 

President of the church, the Rev. 
John p, Strand, gave a flip-chart 
presentation of the Association' s 
purposes, goal, principles, and 
structure. He will be making the 
same presentation at stewardship 
meetings in the districts and in lo
cal congregations, upon invitation, 
during the com ing months. 

A prayer session closed the 
morni ng session. 

The early afternoon was devoted 
to a discussion of several matters: 
the purposes of the Association and 
ways of accomplishing them, the 
boards and their relat ionship to the 
confe rences and the congrega tions, 
and the s tewardship outlook. 

Followi ng the coffee break, mos t 
of t he comm ittees held individual 
meet ings to discuss matters at 
hand. 

Mr. Eldor Sorkness, Sand Creek, 
Wis., gave the opening devotions. 
Pastor Raynard Huglen, Roslyn, S. 
Dak., spoke briefly on the text, 
Heb. 12: 1, 2. 
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( vv~ WORLD 
MISSIONS 

THE FiElDS ARE W H I TE U N T 0 H A R V EST 

BRAZIL- A LAND OF YOUTH 
IN A CHANGING ENVIRONMENT 

A Picture Study 
by Missionory John H. Abel 

Srozil hco. a new copi rot, "8 • .,.11,0," begun in 1956 but ,rill being 

(omplered. H",C! we lee ,h. P, •• id"nl', " While HallH," "r <I. il i. coll"d 

here, " Polodo de Alvarado" (Sun Rioe Polo,,,). 

He re i. " night vi.w of Ihe ",me P, ... id\tnT'. home. Thi. g.eo l land i. 

Brutl i. " lend of " you th. " We Ore laid 

thor aboul ¥OI l. of i'. popu lation i. under 30 

yeo" of age. 8ib le camp,ng i. ju.' beginning 

in Braeil. Her" we .... (> group at the morning 

fI"'iI"Qi.ing c"r"mony. 

o mi~'ur .. of po,' ,,,nl,, . ;.. "nd th. exploding mod ... ni.m 01 Ihi, 

' .... ntieth cenlury. 

Brozilian Girl Comp,," 
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The oirporl 01 B'o,ilia. Mo,1 ,moll c il i~ , 01'0 ~<"e landing .Irip. ond 

ore .e,ved by commerciol airline. a t lea.t 0 le w lime. a week. 

Th~ Bible Camp Cha ir (.ide view) 

Pray l or Ihe youlh in Brozil 

"Foz de Igua .. u"~Thi. Ironlie r cily i. 0 conlro.1 10 Bro.ilio, bul 

mninly in architecture, 10. bolh are located .everol hunded mile. 

inlond from Ihe developed coo.lol area. There are hundred. 01 b<><>m· 

ins little ,ilie. lih Ihi, one in the in te.io, and f,onlie' area. of 

Brazil. 

Bible Camp Choir (fronl .iew) 

Pray for our progrorn and eflorl 10 bring Ihe Ga.pe l 10 I), e 

you th of Bro.il. 



ROY M. QUANRUD 

Roy M. Quanrud was born on 
Nov. 18, 1912, at Buxton, N. Dak. 
He attended Mayville State College 
(N. Oak.) and the University of 
North Dakota. In 1939 he was 
united in marriage to Virginia AI
men at Park River, N. Oak., and 
the couple made their home in 
Northwood, N. Oak., except for the 
past year and a half when he served 
as lay pastor of the Hampden Lu· 
theran Parish of the Association of 
Free Lutheran Congregations . 

Mr. Quanrud passed away on 
Sunday, August 8, at the St. 
Micheal's Hospital in Grand Forks, 
N. Oak. He is survived by his wife; 
a son, Richard, student at Con
cordia College, Moorhead, Minn.; 
two daughters, Sheila of Gowanda, 
N. Y., and Carolyn at home; five 
brothers, including Rev. Olger 
Quanrud, Minneapolis, Minn.; and 
two sisters. 

Funeral services were held at 10 
o'clock, Thursday, Aug. 12, at Zoar 
Lutheran Church, Hampden , with 
Pastors John P. Strand and Julius 
Hermunslie officiating. The same 
afternoon services were conducted 
in Northwood at the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church with Pastors E. C. 
Astrup and A. Rholl officiating. 
Burial was in the Northwood ceme· 
tery. 

(You knew the burden of the 
day in this life, Roy. It will be much 
better on the other side. Thank you 
for your partnership in the Gospel. 
~Ed.) 

"But far be it from me to glory 
excepi in the cross of our Lord Je
sus Christ, by which the world has 
been crucified to me, and I to the 
world" (Gal. 6: 14). 

PERSONALlTlES 

Mr. Otto Saukerson is serving 
the Lutheran Mission Church in 
Beloit, Wis. He and his wife live 
at II13 1h Euclid Ave. 

Mr. Robert Lee, editor of the 
youth page of the Ambassador, is 
living at 13901 Wayzata Blvd., Min
netonka, Minn., while attending 
seminary. 

Page Sixteen 

• 

MY CROSS OF BLOOM 

The occasion for this poem was 
as follows : Mother had a flower 
garden each year. I noticed a barren 
spot in the center and received her 
permission to plant some marigold 
seeds there. The result was a beau
tiful cross of marigolds in the very 
midst of the garden. 

I looked into my garden and saw 
a spot so bare; 

Though flanked by lovely flowers, 
Yet none was blooming there. 
I took some seed and kneeling 

down, 
In rows, [ sowed with care. 
One row is long, the other short, 
And though there now seems 

room 
For other clusters, far more fair, 
Some day it' I! be my cross of bloom. 

I looked into my heart and saw a 
spot so bare; 

Though flanked by lovely flowe rs, 
Yet none was bloom ing there. 
I took His Word and kneeling down, 
In rows, contrition poured. 
One row is long, the other short, 
And though there yet seems room 
For other clusters far more fair, 
Some day it'll be my cross of bloom. 

I looked into my life and saw a 
spot so bare; 

Though flanked by love's own 
flowers, 

Yet none was blooming there. 
I claimed His promise, took His 

command, 
"Go ye," and laid my will in His. 
One row is long, the other short, 
Its growth now leaves no room, 
For no other cluster can compare 
To Christ's own Cross abloom. 

Rev. A. L. Hokonson 

"If any of you lacks wisdom, 
let him ask God who gives to all 
men generously and without re
proaching, and it will be given him" 
(James I: 5). 

"Strive for peace with all men, 
and for the holiness without which 
no one will see the Lord" (Heb. 12: 
14) . 

THE "RELEVANT" PREACHER 

He baffled his people with truths 
theological 

Tinted in colors of liberal hue, 
Rational!stic philosophy flavored 

By theorems speculative through 
and through; 

And some of his people went mar
veling, saying: 

"This young man speaks well of 
matters profound"; 

Others, keeping their thoughts to 
themselves, hoped 

Their young man one day would 
set foot on the ground. 

- Pastor Edward A. Johnson 
Hay Springs, Nebraska 
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