Val. 5 September 19, 19467 Mo, 18

JOUB MM WM ~ M




THE GOOD SHEPHERD
dabm 101 1=16

Most everyone Ly familiar with
the words, “l am the Good Shep-
herd.” This figure is one of the
most charming descriptions of our
Savior the Gospel contains, and as
wi think of these beautiful lines,
wa can ses before us a picture of
the Savior; the Good Shepherd is
leading His flock and carrying a
lamb in His arms.

That is & true pleiure, dear
friends, This picture describes (ha
Savior's love and tender cars for
His own.

Already in the Old Testament
we found the coming Savior re-
ferred to as a Shepherd: "He shall
feed his flock like a shepherd. He
shall gather the lamhs in his arms
and carry them in his bosom® (Isa.
40:11),

And in the beautiful Shepherd
Psalm we are taught to sing and
pray, “The Lord is my Shepherd."
Then in God's appointed time He
cameé into the wordld and by His
whaole life proved himsalf to be the
Good Shepherd.

Thizs beautiful plcture of the
Good Shepherd has a particular ap-
peal o the imagination of the
Christians. It is oene of the oldest
pictures that we find In our homsas
gnd churches. Jesus, the Shepherd,
is careving @ lamb in His arms.

This same picture thrilled the
imagination of the poets to such
a preat extent that countless num-
bara of hymnzs have bess writlen
as a resull: "Seeing 1 am Jesusg’
Lamb, Bring Them Im, Thou Art

| \ _.
dha ! \ According

My Shepherd, Savior, Like a Shep-
herd Lead Us, The Lord My Shep-
herd Is, There Is &8 Tender
Shepherd, Shepherd of Tender
Youth,” Theérn are also many oth-
Ers

Dioesn't it werm our hearts #s
He stands here in the words be-
fore ws poeday as He savs: "I am
the Good Shepherd™? As wo view
the world about us today, we cer-
tainly have nead of & Good Shep-
herd.

Jesus fulfilied His Father's will
by caring for the shoep, The Father
had senmt Him in love to rescus
men (John 3:16). And He dled In
love to effect this pgraclous pur-
pose, He lknew the Father and
leads the redesmed to the Father's
House according to the Father's
will, He knows His sheep and they
know Him and follow Him. He Iz
the Good Shephend; He leesds and
pratects His flock,

It certainly iz a great thing that
our dear Lord, who bought us with
Hizs own preclows blepd, supplies
the wants of our souls évery day
by His grace, Yes! Every day He
supplies the wants of our bodies
by Hizs providence because Jesus
knows what His flock is lacking,
and He is ever ready to supply
them fwith all their needs,

Friands, we must hear His voice
and follow Him; then no power on
earth or hell shall be able to harm
us. The devil tries hard to lead
us away from the Good Shepherd;
the false prophets among us today
are also eving the same thing, and
if we heed their call it will mean
our destruction.

to the Woréf

But let us rather join in with
the hymn writer who calls our at-
tention (o thesa lines:

Harl, 'tis the Shepherd's volce

I hear!

Out in the desert, dark and drear,

Calling the sheep who've pone

astray,

Far from the Shepherd's fold

EWAY.

Mever was the Good Shepherd
thinking of himself, He prayed for
His flock. Finglly the Good Shep-
herd was placed on the Cross in
our stead. WMNeils were driven
through His feet and the polms of
His hands, But do vou think for a
minute that thess nails beld Him
stretched out on the Cross? Mol
they did not. Jesus could have
stepped down from the Cross, but
He didn't; it was the Shepherd's
love that kept Him on the Cross,
His love for the sheep. He proved
himaelf the Good Shepherd by do-
ing what He said: "T will lay down
my life for the sheep.”

How happy we should be,
friends; death cannot hurt us any-
mare, Our slns have heen atoned
for, and the devil has no claim on
us any more. Whan the Good Shep-
herd was put in the grave, the
grawve couldn't even hold Him, Thus
He left an apen path for His flack
to follow after Him,

Therefore, dear friends, permit
Jesug, the Good Shepherd, to con-
vines us that from this very hour
He is willing to become our Gisod
Shepherd also.

G, H. Spletstoesar

The Lutheran Ambossedor iz published biweskly (except the first issue of August) by the Association of
Free Lutheran Congregations, 3110 East Medicine Lake Blvd, Mpls., Minn. 55427, Rev. REaynard Huplen, Ros-
Iyn, South Dakota 57261, is the editor, Subscription price iz $2.50 per vear in advance, Subscriptions should be
sent to The Lutheran Ambassador, 3110 East Medicine Lake Boulevard, Minpespolis, Minnesota 55427, Sec-
ond-class postage paid at Minneapolis, Minn,
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Om Ogtober 31 of this year it
will be 450 wears since Luther
nalled the 85 Theses to the church
door in Wittenberg, Germany, thus
sparking off the Protestant Ref-
ormation. Luther did not kwow at
the time that this would be the
result of his bold action; had he
known what lay before him he
might have been a bit more hesi-
tant. He slmply wished to bring
gome of the current doctrines of
the chureh out ints the open for
airing and discussion. There are
people who nalvely suppose that
these contain the teachings of the
Lutheran Church in a nutshell,
Swch opinions simply indicate that
these people have not reed the
Theses. They conlzin many non-
Lutheran statements. Since Luther
intended these Theses to be a chal-
lenge to debate, we cannot assame
that he necessarily helieved every-
thing In them, Yet there are |n-
dications  Lthat Luther himsell al
the time held some of these ercone-
ous statements o be true; he
Inter rejected them. Luther had nod
vet come through to a clear evan-
gelical understanding on ell points
of Scriptural teachings. He may
even have been wavering on tha
very funmdamental ones. He was
quite a different person from 1530
and an.

Perhaps another date should be
taken for the beginning of the
Reformation, It could be the Diet
of Waorms, 152]1, at which Luther
was tried for his heresy and de-
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clared io be “free as a bird"—
that is, anyone could kill him with
impunity, He was now ootside of
the pale of the Roman Church,
Perhaps the Diet of Aogsburg, June
X5, 1530, would be a more appro-
priate day; it was here the preat
Confeszion of the Lutheran Church
wias presenied o the Emperor. It
reprosents the mature conclusions
of Luther and his co-workers on
what the evangelical doctrines are
Yaif |1 wag the momentous All
Baints Eve im 1517 that started
the ball molling, History was ripe
for it now. The Reformotion had
bagun, and Luther wasz the man.

Later on Wwo additional men
joined Luther in the reformatory
movement, They waere Ulrich
Zwringli and John Calvin. All three
werg greal men, and all were In
gEneral agresment on what was
evangelical teachings, Yet they did
not sae eyve to eve on all points
Eo there came (o be two branches
of the reform movemeni, Calvin
succeeded  Pwingli in the ane
branch, and Luther held forth alone
in the other. From Calvin ceme the
various Reformed churches. In gen-
eral we say thalt any Profestant
church which is not Lutheran (1=
Reformed.

All three of the first Reformers
held to three general principles
which have come o be Known as
the principles of the Protestanl
Reformation, These principles are
Scripture alone, faith alone, amd
the universal priesthood of believ-
ers. We aim to discuss these threo

principles in the pages of the Am-
bargaador, beginning with the first
one today.

Seriplure Alone

The Scriptures had been held in
high regard by Christians of all
previous tlmes. Ewven in the Old
Tastament limes the Scriptures
wers the supréeme norm ol Taith
and conduct. The earliest Chris-
tians had only the Old Testament,
and they used it as the Word of
God, beracsethis is what Jesus did.
During the' 'first century of (he
Christian ora new writings wers
added by Paul and other evange-
Hsis. Circolating first as single Gos-
pels and letters, they soon came
to be formed o one body  of
writings. In the fourth century
these tweontv-seven books were of-
ficlally declared ta be the New
Testament, [t s to be noted, how-
gver, that they had Been consid-
ercid as such by the Chrstian
Church much earlier. We befieve
the Spirlt of God which led the
authers o write also was activa
in guiding the Church n sifting
out these tweniveseven bonks from
the rest of the Christian literature
which had been produced and in-
cluding them in the MNew Testa-
ment,

Here was a standard of laith, the
truth once deliversd to the sainis
It was diligently wsed by Christian
lesders long before it was officially
declared to be canonical. The
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Church fathars who lved and wrote
voluminously during  the second
and third centuries quoted in their
writings all but eleven verses of
the Mew Testament. This shows
how much the book was used,

But the Bible was nol genscally
accezgible 1o the people, One rea-
son was that since each book had
to Be copied laboriously by hand,
anly a relatively few copies were
made. Printing had oot been in-
vented yet; that came ta ba in the
century béfore the Reformation, 1L
is significant that the first book
which came from the press of Jo-
han Gutenberg in 1458 was a copy
af the Bikle,

During the thousand and more
years before this many new and
faulty doctrines came into  1he
church, The reason far this——one
at leasi—was the people began to
uge a good deal of other material
as bases for their teachings. The
writings of the Church Fathers
weare considered 1o be normative
for faith, So were the decisions of
the Church Councils; and there had
been seven such. Add to these the
decigions and public enunciations
of all the popes who have accupled
the papal chair over the centuries,
Thecloglans propounded doctrines,
A wast new body of literature had
appesred, and these—topether with
the Scriptures—had become the
standard for falth.

Much of this material was good,
but there was also much which
could not be squared with Scrip-
ture. Luther and the othar Reform-
ers had read much of it, and had
profited from it But they conclu-
ded that all of this added material
could not be a safe standard.

The situation was much the same
a5 it would he today I we were
to regard the writings of Luiher
himsalf, and the books written by
great men of God since his day, as
standards for our doctrines. We
read these books, and profit by
them; but we do not accepi them
gs standards for our doctrines, Tha
Bible alone can be that. After all,
many Chrislian writers have held
poings of view which are at vari-
ance with the Scriptures, Thesa
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writers, as also the Church Fathers,
werg nol [nsplred by God as were
the writers of the Bible, They them-
stlves would never claim that they
were 50 insplred. The Bible alone
iz God's writien word to man. 'We
can wrlle about i, and our from
it} but what we say and write i
not God's Word as the Bible is.

This was Luther's great discov-
ery In the sixtesath century, and
standing firmly upon it he could
say at Worms, “"Here [ stand; 1
cannot do otherwise." He said this
when he was questioned about his
own writings: these, he maintained,
expressed the truth of the Secrip-
tueres, But they wswere not Scripture,
and should not be added to the
Scriptures. There (s but ene book
that can be the standard for faith,
and that |s the Bilkle

The ather Refarmers stood with
him on this. But there came to be
a division between him and Calvin
on how the Bible should be inter-
preted, Luther held that e imasd
take (he Bible at face wvalue ns
God's truth whether we can under-
stand it or not, and whether we
can explain every part of it or not.
Calvin insisted that the Bible must
be interpreted aceording Lo reason,
He conceded that there is much
in it which is above our reason, and
that he would accept; but if a
statement in Scripture |8 contrary
to reason and logic it cannot be
a Chriztian docirine. If there are
lngieal deductions that we can
imileg from Soripture, these ara to
be accepted ss Christian doctrine
even if there is no clear statement
about it in the Bible, & resultant
case Ih podrt is Calvin's teaching
on the Lords Supper. He recog-
nized that Jesus declared the bread
and wina to be His body and blood.
But the Bibkle also states that Jesus
azcended  bodily  into  heaven.
Everybody knows that a body can-
not be in two places at the same
time; and Christ's body is at the
right hand of the Father in heaven.
Therafare it is a logical imconsis-
tency to maintain that Christ is
badily present in the Sacrament—
even if Christ sald that the bread
was Hiz body.

On several olher points Calvin
followed resson, Luather, too, used
reason to the wtmost a5 a tool with
which to dig out the nuggets of
trith from God's Word. Calvin
ihought of reason as & magistrate
which could determine what In the
Bihle is true and what is not troe,
Om this fine point of distinction
are based the differences in doe-
trine between Lutherans gnd other
Protestants.

But the IHJI'I.II::iFﬂE for both of
them wag “Back (o the Bible”
All other sources of Information
concerning God and the way of
salvation ware brushed aside It
brought constérnation  into  the
camp of the old church and her
theologians; for centuries they had
held ss Christian docirineg much
which is not found in ihe Bikle
at all, One of Luther's opponents
in the ensuing debates was forced
to admit that if he were to use
only the Bible he could not refute
the monk from Wittenberg, He [ali
far more at home in the traditions
of the church, and armed with
these ha could refute any upstart
challenger of ecclesiastical doe-
trines.

It remaing to be said that Lu-
therans have not always been
guided by this principle. Often they
heve fallen back into the arms of
traditionistz; when this has hap-
pened they have veered off from
the true course. In the same breath
wet must add that Calvin's branch
of Protestantiam has al times beap
fer more Lutheran than Calvinisis
on this point. It is largely they in
out day who use the slogan:
"“Where the Bible speaks, we speals
where the Bible is silent, we are
silent.” Thiz Is essentially a Lu-
theran position.

Much has been said and written
in recent vears about the need of
a continuing Reformation. Thera
iz such & need, It is not endugh
that there was the one 450 years
ago; it must be a continuing reality
today. To this we would say that
wit cannot do better in continuing
the Reformation than to po back
to the flrst principle—and follow
I
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A LETTER FROM THE ABELS

This latter comes to you af the
beginning of the second half af the
school year here. Beazil gives a
month's vacation in July, and then
has school uniidl December, We
tock advaniage of the vacation to
have a week of Prophetic Bible
Conference  in our new  central
church here in Campo Mourso, &
former Moody Bible Institute man,
Prof. iver Thomson, was with
us. He iz o Scotch-English person
teaching at & Congregational Sem-
inary in Szo Paulo, Brazil, At the
same time we had our fArst con-
vention of Free Lutheran Congre-
gations in Brazil,

We had business seszions and
Bible studles both i the moming
gnd fn the aftermoon. Tt wes a
blessed week, We had representa-
tives from our four churches in
fowur cities here, and some from our
rural work.

The Brazilian natlonals have or-
panized an Assoclation hers, have
alected officers and woted a small
budget to help i our Seminary
here, as well as to help in the home
mizsion work, All the churches
voled to make an addition to thair
church buildings during the coming
year; this will moke additional
gpace for Sunday school work, as
wall as to provide o room for the
paspor o stay in while he is thers,
Houls were won for Christ during
aur weel at the Comference, and
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FIELDS ARE WHITE UNTO HARVEST

the new Christians were given in-
struction in the faith. We have so
much to b& thankful for.

On July 12 we loaded the whaole
family into our old Volkswagen
station wagon to make a vacatlon
trip through two &tales in southern
Brazil. YWith us was a YOUNE man
by the name of Yeddo Goitel Ho
plang to accompany our son, David,
to the United States in January.
David plans to continue hiz studies
there, and Yeddo Gotiel hopes to
spend some time at the Seminary
in Minneapoliz, He hopes to return
o our field as feacher and pastor
later, Gaod willing.

Besides sesing many points of
interest in several cities, and en-
joving the scenary along the rolling
pleins end flatlands, we had occa-
sion to renew acguaintances with
geveral people we had known in
farrmar vears., We speni one Sun-
day with the Otto Tollefzon family
whis wre watking in the German
Lutheran churches here; they were
friends of ours from the time we
gserved in the ALC mission.

Later we renewed acquainlances
with the Bob Malamd family: these
people used the oceasion to show
us arcund their city. Caixas do Sul,
It is & city of half a million peo-
ple, mostly of Germen and Italian
descent. Stll later we had oppor-
tunity to spend a night with the
missionary family from Seattle, the

Gary Petersons. This was in a lit-
tle city called Pedro Osorio.

From theérs we want on into
Uruguay as far as the capital city
of Montevideo, Many strenge
gights were to be seén here; we
spw  oatriches. which are reised
herse for their feathers. The chil-
dren enfoyed seeing real comboys
preparing their meals over an open
camp fire. We speni two davs in
Montaviden before we began owr
return trel

We are now back and in the
harness again, There s much 6o do,
and the laborers are few. Our first
Bible school session or  “shord
coursa”™ is scheduled to begin on
October 3. Only a few students
have declared that they are defi-
nitely coming, but we plan to pro-
ceed anyway,

Cwur first combination classroom
and dormitory bullding ls nearing
completion, just a few fnishing
touches to be added. It has a eca-
pacity  of thiny swdents, and
should serve us well for some thime.

Be much in prayer for this -
ble beginning, We must begin 1o
train national worlers if we are (o
build a national church, We shall
make n beginning this year, even
if we have only three or four stu-
dents. If we procesd in faith the
Lord will bless and pive us an in-
Crease.

“We hawe been much inspired by
the naws concerming the Annunl
Conference and the Family Bible
Camp. We are remembering you as
you begin your new yvear al Lha
Seminary and the Bible School
Moy God bless The congregalions
and the Sunday schoaols of the
Associntion,

Pastor John Abel

A eold cinder and a burning
lamp staried out inte the world
ter see what they could see. The
cinder came back end wrote in his
diary that the whole world is datk.
The lamp came back and said,
““Wherever 1 went it was light"
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Several guestions  have been
sent in with regard to why soma
verses, or parts of verses, lound
in the King James Bible are not
included or have been relegated to
a footnote—in the RSV, We shall
lat a few referances suffice,

Why are parts of Matthew 17:21,
18:11, and 117 omitted in the
RSV?

It should be remembered (hat
any copy of the Bible which we
have today is & tronslation from
older manuscripts.  Furthermora,
none of the ariginal monuseripls
have been available to perople who
have been working on translations
into mny modern language. Thess
men have had to work with manu-
scripis which are copies that wers
made of still older texts. 1t would
have baen wonderful if we had had
the original coples made by tha
evangelists, Paul, and others who
wrote the books we have in the
Bible, It would also have been
wondarful If all of the coples that
wereg made in ancient Ltimes had
been in agreament so that every
word was the same |n all of them.
Unfortunately, this is nol so,

It is assumed, rightly or wrong-
Iy, that the oldeér a manuscript is,
the more likely it is to be like the
first one. The revisers for the Am-
erican Standard of 18901 and the
REY of recent date had aceess to
older manuscripts than the King
Jamies scholars had. So what is
conteined in the KI wersion, and
nol found in the oldest manuseripis
we have, has been omitted—or has
been included as a footmote if sey-
eral older, bui not the oldest, have
it. 1t is worthy of note that In the
Matthew 1917 instance the phrase
is omittéd alse in the Norwegian
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versions since 1817, There are
miny instances In which the Mor-
weglan agrees more [ully with the
BS5Y than with the KJIV.

But the truth is not afecied.
"“There in none good but one'; who
is that one? Mone other but God,
The ESY resdering of the same
incident in Mark 1E1E has, "Mo
aone i5 good but God alone”™ 5o
the meaning is the same, omitted
ar included.

The problem of correct transla-
tions remain, however, To answer
the guestion completely would re-
quire a whole book. Many such
have been weitten. It i really mar-
velous that the Bible has been so
well translated as it has. Philoso-
phers would be happy if the same
could be said of Plate's works,
gnd poets if this were true of
Homer's writings.

Are not Christians eompromising
with the world when they follow
the Intest siyle in dress amd aftire?

Here [t may not be so0 easy to
draw  specific lines. It certainly
would not do to wear no clothes
gt all hecanse the world wears
clothes; especially would it be so
in our part of the world with severe
winter climate. "We must wear
something. It iz easy o think that
the type of altire which was in
vopue in the not-tooedistant past
is the type that Christians should
use, Few would argue that Chris-
tans foday should dress as pood
people did in the 1B90's. Perhaps
even the siyles of the 1530's would
rob a Christian of his testimony il
he ware to adopt that attive today.
Somehow we have to live In the
present and adapt ourselves to the
usages of today. It has been said
that cne of the purposes of cloth-

ing is to make a person incon-
spicuous, Clothes should be such
that they call attention to the per-
son  rather than to themselves
When they do, they serve o useful
puUrpose,

[t has perhaps always besn true
that changing styles tend to call
attention only to certain parts of
the body mather than to the whole
person, When they do, they are
uswally in poor teste. Modesty will
prevent a Christian from adopting
the exiremes of such fashions. The
Bible encourages modesty, and
frowns upon gaudiness; so should
a Christian. Simplicity in dress
speaks well for the people who
follow Hirm who had no place He
could lay Hiz head, Be modest;
but not slouchy, Alexander Pope's
advice on the uwse of words may
be in place for attire tod;

In words, as fashlon, the same

rile will hald,

Alike fantastic if too new or obd.

Be not the first by whom the

new are tried,

Mor yei the last io lay the old

aside,
Op Shakespeare:
Costly thy habit as thy purss

can buy,

Bt not expressed In fancy; rich,
net gaudy;

For the apparel oft proclaims
the man.

“hwe ao man anything, except
to Tove one another” (Rom. 15:E)L
Dioes this mean thal it is wrong for
Christians o go Into debi?

We would rather conclude the
meaning (o be that Christians
should pay their debis,

Our econorny is based upon cred-
it. If a hired man on a farm wero
to waiit wntll he had been able
to save enough from his earnings
g3 that he could pay cash for &
farm, all necessary equipment with
which to operate it, and for the
livestock he may need, he would
be too old to farm, Similacly, if a
voung couple were to wail untll
they could pay cash for o homae
before they bought one, thair chil-
dren would have grown up and

[Carmirued on mrgse §]
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NEWSLETTER

Drear Friends,

“Pray at ALL times in the Spirit
with ALL praver and supplication,
T that énd keep alert with ALL
perseverence, making  supplica-
tions for ALL saines" (Eph. &:18).

The summer i3 past, fall is at
hand, and many of us have fond
memaries of Conventions and Bible
camps. We cortainly were enlight-
ened, inspired. encouwrnged, in-
structed and admonished o con-
tinue steadfast in faith in the tree
and living Word, Jesus Christ, We
were  strengthencd by Christian
fellowship and prayer meetings.
It should not be herd to see that
“tha night Is far gone, the day is
at hand. Lei wus then case off the
worles of darkness and put on the
armor aof light” (Rom. 13:13% We
should not be satisfied to be saved
from our sins but we should pray
at all thmes In the Spiclit, asking
God to make us willing servants
wharever we ame. The greatest pow-
er on earth iz praver, but many of
us have not learned how to devel-
op it We need o be alone with our
Bible and search out  the real
meaning of affectual prayer. Faith
and obedience are required {1 Johm
322, When we are willing to
sarve God He glves us grace to
pray, work and give. Read 1 Sam-
wel 1315,

Thank you for your vote of con-
fidence at the conference in Fargo,
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As yvour WMF Prosident 1 feel so
inagdequate and unworthy of this
office in the work of God's King-
dom, You, a8 members, are making
our Federation the great success
that it is. God has given the women

of owr AFLC faith. wvision, zeal
and love. Let us not let any slack
in the cords bt as we vowed al
conference time o lengthen the
cords and reach out in faith [or
we know God 18 able, We missed
nod having any of owr misslonor-
ies present ot the conference, bui
we were with them in Spielt and
praver, and we thank them for
greatings to us,

WLIMLEF, Projects

The August project was Homoe-
ary Membarship and In Memariam
and we are grateful for the excel-
lent response to this profect. Thircy-
three honorary  membership eee-
tificates and pins have heen glven
since the Conference in June, Or-
ders for these certificates and pins
should be sent to the WHMF Treas-
Urer,

The September project is Wis-
sion Scholarship and the Octoher
project is My Missionary for a
Dy, 1t would simplify our book-
keeping of all the prayer slips (or
anvelopes) [roan your group are
genl ab one time o Mrs, R, M.
Konsterlie, WMF Treasurer, R. 1.
Willmar, Minn. 56201, together
with just one check for the total
amount from your Ald Treasurer,

One slip must be made owt Tor
each missionary. In other words,
if someone wishes o send a gift
for tho suppori of all theee mis-
sionaries. she must fill oot thres
saparate slips (one for each), os
thesa are seni to the missionaries.
Mimeographed sheats of these
praver slips are included i the
lieerature packets and more can
he secured from the WMF Treas-
urer, The name of vour church
should be specified on all gifts to
the WhMF.

Be sure looget vour 1967 Annual
Reports  (when they have been
printed) and read the receipts from
conpregations to the WMF. Much
tme & belng spent I Resping
our WMF books in goeid order, 0
is alsn wery important (o Keep
gocd records and reports Tor your
district and loeal aids. We beliove
God wants us to do things decently
and in arder.

The following fgures will help
you decide what projects are in
need of suppart st this time:

Propased Budget Recalved up to

For year July 31 (L5 year)
My Missionmry For o Day
F 4.500.00 $1.741.12
Genaral Fund

J.0040. 00 1. 458,60
Church Extension

300000 BET.O2
Junior Missions

2 {sMk.00 1,346.25
Mis=ion Scholarship

100000 20,00

Honorary Membership and
In Memoriam

00,060 olE, 75
Cradle Rall
100 e 118,70
Totals
F14. 104000 36.161.05
Convention offering 1o Bible School
1,405,538
Mission Fastival offering
1o Library Fund T27.86
Total  §8,299.6%
Prajze and Thanks to God

1. For Mrs, John Strand and all
agiher members of the Literabwre
Commities for their work,
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2 For Rev, and Mrs, Stalshroien
for our Bible stedies, Pray Jor the
ones who are t0 write them for
us, starting January 1568,

3. For Mr, and Mrs, Connely
Dyrud who have received o S50
Mizgion Scholarship from us, Read
their testimonies in the Ambgeso-
G,

4, For Mrs. Clifford Jobhnson,
Esko, Minn. {near Cloquel), who
hes been appointed as our Advisor,

5. For the Literature Commities
for 1968 and 1969, from the Wes-
term North Daekota and Eastern
Montena District, with Mrs, Knute
Jore and Mes, Roy Syverson in
charge.

Prayer Requests

I. Our misstonaries amd famll-
=B

2, Workers for Mogales Mis-
giamn.

3. Mew proups starting.

4. All officers: Natbonal,
trict, and Local.

5. Bunday school work and ma-
terial,

. Fall WMF Disirict meetings,

7. Bible s=chool and ssaminary
teachers and studenis.

A Mew comtmiliees.

Have you presented the Reso-
lutions, Budgets, etc., from your
Conwvention Report Book (o vour
locel aids®

We woueld appreciate receiving
the namés of new groups or indi-
viduals that would like to receive
out Mewsletier.

[ plam to be In Granite Falls,
Minn., for their District WEF Rally
in October, Thank wvou for your
kind letters of encouragement.
May God bless you!

[n His Sarvica,
Mr=. H. Prestang, Presidend
Grafton, W, Dak. 58237

Dis-

I HAVE A QUESTHIN

[Cortimard from poge &)
left home before the parents could
afford ane. The children would no
longer need it, and the parents
would be ready for an old people’s
haome. If a man wera to wail before
starting & business of his own
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wrlil he had saved e=nn igh to buy
stock and merchandise for cash,
he would never be in business.

But once having bought & farm,
a home, or a basiness, a Christian
should be scrupulous about paying
his hills when they become due,
When he has made an agreement
to purchasa property and has made
the [nitial pavment, he does not
cw'es amylhing until the gl (natall-
ment payment is duee, Really, he
owes no man anything. But swhen
the installment payment is due it is
hig duty 1o pay—and be clear of
debt for another perid, Here @0 s
ensy for people o make mistakes
in our day. They assume obliga-
tions far beyond their capacity
simply because the first install-
ment 18 nol due wntil some LEme
in the Future, A pood mle to fol-
low in assuming larger obligations
to be paid over a longer period
of time is w limit it v two and
one-hall {imes one's expected an-
nual income. A pérson with an éx-
pected  income of five thousand
dallars a year should not buy a
house which—after the down pay-
ment has been made—Ilegaves him
with more than twelve and a half
thousaund dollars 1o pay over a
period of fiftesn vears, This rule
works well for people with an as-
sured income: bot farmers may
have a Bit more of a diffieulty with
it, because they do not know what
their income will be They may
have to use past expericnce s a
Euide,

There are instances, of course,
in which unforeseen misforiunes
may make it impossible for & per-
son B meet his obligation in full
#ach time. Life is such. Bug If the
person  will take the matter up
with his creditor in advanee, a plan
can usuwally be worked out to the
satisfaction of both parties. This
i what 8 Christian should do—
and vsually doss. One word more
here: Don‘t tie your heart to whal
vou have, or have bought; be ready
always to lose everything. God
sometimes  lends His  childeen
through such dark valleys, but al-
ways for their good.

We say, especially to young
people; Be scrupulously hopest in
your financial dealings, Be wise as
serpents in the use of funds God
haz given you. Give po the work of
Crod the first tenth of your ncome,
and puy yoursell the neéxt tén per-
cent in the form of sawvings and
investment; then live on the re-
mainder. Waste not, and you will
nat want, Cur finoncil  dealings
are a part of our lives, and this part
testifies in volumes of our Chris-
tlan faith to those with whom we
live,

And lorgel nol 1o love ane an-
other.

NOTICE

Decaslonally, through an
error in mailing, you may miss
an lgzue or two of the Am-
bassador. When you are certain
that vou have missed an issue
and your subscription is still in
force, please write our office
for the missing number and
it will be furnished free of
charga.

Should you continue to miss
copies of the Ambassador,
write and aszhk that an Ingquiry
ba made ag to the reason.

Address all inquiries and re-
quests regarding subscriptions
and mailing to;

The Lutheran Ambassados

3110 E. Medieine Lake Blvd.
Minneapolis, Minn, 55427

Laziness breeds morbid condi-
tiong in every part of the soul

& sailor would never reach his
destination if be chonged his course
every time the wind changed.

When truth in any age has ap-
parently been destroyed, it has diad
only as the =seed in order that it
may come up again a hundredfold,

Im an act of forgiveness wou

st burs, not only the arrow, bidd
the bow as well

The Lutheran Ambassador



SHALL WE UNITE WITH ROME?

Through the doily press we have been apprised of
unexpected resolution made by the Lutheran Students
Association of America, Gathered in 8 meoting at
Estes Park, Colorado, recently, they have urged the
major Luthéran bediés in America to seek organic
reanion with the Roman Catholic Church. The LSAA
is made wp of students from the ALC and the LCA,
Organic union of Lutherans and Cathalics seems fo
have been the poal sought, though it was conceived
that there might be room for differsnces of opinion
within this envisioned church so that ezch might re-
tabn its decteinal dentity.

We shall possibly have to discount the report
somewhat as constituting mere news for the purposs
of selling papers, for this is indesd a newsworthy
morsel to dangle before the readers. More compleie
information will undoubtedly become availablé when
the LSAA fazues (8 report of the meeting. But whers
there is smoke there are usually smeldering embeérs,

Il is surprising that the stedent group should come
with such a recommendation just now, Lutheran lead-
ers in the ecumenical dialogue have assured us that
there will be no organic union between Protestanis
and Catholics in our day, The purpose of the dislogue
is to enable each group lo understand the other bet-
ter, and thus contribute towards ecumenical ami-
cability. But union now—aor in the near future—nol

Perhaps the students jumped the gun. They fre-
quently do. Twenty-five years of working wilh slu-
denis have led us to conclude that student opinion
imust uwsually be regarded as judgments in transit.
Students have not aged sufficlently to express mature
judgments in momentous |ssues. Life still has much
Lo teach them which is not contained in books or
absorbed in lvy hall classrooms and conferences. The
graduate of five years apo has quite different opin-
long and judgments today than he had in his under-
graduate days, So we smile at thekr fulminations, and

Seplember 10, 1567

mre considered fopies because we can still smile.

%Yet there is another side to the matter, an omi-
nous one, While “a bov's will & the wind's will, the
thoughts of youth are long, long thaughts." A residoe
plwavs remains of former convictions and opinions.
What we said in the préevious parsgraph is not true
aof oll students, nor completely true of any of them.
Embers smolder, and can easily break out in an un-
controlled conflagration when conditions are favor-
ghle and a propitious wind blows, Who knows what
the situation will e when the studenis of today are
the parents of tomorrow and constitute the leaders
it the church? Will they then favor unien with Bome?

Rome does not change; at least she says so. Many
Protegtants have been amazed to see that in recent
days she has allowed the language of the land to be
used in the service, and that she has become a little
more |enient in the matter of allowing prlests o
marry. In the light of recent papal enunciations it (s
with tongue in cheelk we say that priests are now
permitted to take wives, But even I both the com-
man language is allowed, amd priests may marey and
live normally, this is nothing new in the Homan
Church, The pre-Reformation church in Morway used
the Morwegian language in the service, and many of
her priests were married men, Rome is just revert-
ing to # past position in these matters,

What we need to be ¢lear aboul is that Roman
Catholics believe everything the Protestants de—and
then some. Rome believes in gmoe, and in justifica-
tion by falth. Grace is understood o bit differently
from the Protestant understanding of it, and foith i=
not the only coefficient in Justification. She bhelieves
the whole Bible—and then some. Mot only are there
Apoceyphal Books—which she accepts as canonlcal—
but ‘a whisle body of extraneows teadition as well. She
does not have to alter her docirines at all, nor add
anything to her theological stature, she has it al-
reéady, Similarly, Prodestants have nothing (o lose in
a wnion with Rome, She can come in with her doc.
irings almost indact, She merely stands o gain a
whole body of extraneonis teachings which have been
afien to her for 430 years. Luther was not éjected from
the Catholic Church so much for what he helieved as
for what he did not believe,

Om ot lepst 8 couple of poinis Rome scems to be
adamant. Anyoene who joins hér must accept her Mar-
ian theology—namely that Mary is 8 mediatrix of
grage. She is & co-Sevior with her Son. Protestants
will also have to recopnize the pope as the visible head
of the Church, the wicar of Christ, and the
embodiment of the uwnity of the Church, He
has heen considered  infellikle simce 1870, and
there s no Indication that the Roman Chureh s
veady to ditch this doctrine, Protestants will have to
add It to their creed if they are to become one with
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SANTAL MISSION 100 YEARS OLD

Many of the people of the Asso-
ciation have been familiar with the
Santal Mission over the years
They will be interested (o Know
that it is now 103 years since this
mission started its work. Centen-
nlal celebrations will be held in
Norway, Denmark, Canada, the
United States, India and Pakistan.

From the beginning the Santal
Mission was gn ntermational entaer-
prise, Lars O, Skrefsrud, a juve-
nile delinquent frim Norway, and
Hens P. Borresen, a high-minded
machinist from Denmark, met in
tha early 1B&0's In Berlin, Ger-
many. Thelr mutual MISRIONREY -
terest browght theém to a bright
day In September, 1867, in Bena-
garia, Bihar, Indin, where they Iaid
the comerstone of & new mission.

They worked among the Santals,
an phoriginal tribe of sbout three
million people. During the 18th
century the Santals were severely
opprassed under the woke of un-
serupulous money-lenders, Skrefs-
rud fought for thelr legal rights
and, together with Horresen, devel-

oped a colony in Assam where the
Gantaly could escape From  ftheir
OpPpressors.

Skrefsrud  mastered not  only
English, Hebrew, Latin and Greek,
but alzo Sanskrit and Santall. He
reduced the Santall language to
writing, translated the Gospels, and
developed a dictionary and gram-
mar, The Santals responded to the
gospel and the mission grew. Peo-
ple from other aboriginnl tribes
also became Christians,

Today the Morthern Evangelical
Lutheran Church numbers  over
44,000 members. Tt conducts six
high schools; specelized schools in
agriculture, nursing, industrial arts,
and theology; five hospitals, two
leprosy homes, and other inatitu-
tions.

The Santal Mission was orlgl-
nally finenced only by gifis from
friends in India, but later suppaort-
ing. boards were developed in
Copenhagen, OQslo, and Minneapo-
liz, While ai present a portion of
the budget comes through the
channels of the LCA and ALC,

mast of the support comes from
interested  individuals in  several
Lutheran groups,

An encouraging staff of natlon-
gl pastors, teachars, doctors, me-
se5 and other leaders are taking
aver positions of responsibility,
They are a joy 0 behold and repre-
sent the fruit of the frst century
of Christianity among the Santals.
Outstanding among them is Rev,
M, M. Tudu, General Superintend-
ent of the MELC. whose capability
gnd dedication have inspired the
church.

By the grace of God it has bean
a cenfury of progress, May the
wirk contlaue under that same
grace (o finigh the huge jask of
bringing the gospel (o many peaple
who have not vet heard the won-
drous story

The American Committee of the
Sontel Mission had arranped [or
an observence of the Centennial at
the former Lutheran Bible School
in Golden Walley, Minneapolis, on
Septemnber [5-17.

Rome. A host of otheér doctrines belong to the bundle
which will become Protestant property in the event
of a merger. Protestants can only gain by the union,
Are we réady to take on all of this excess baggape?

Mot all Catheolics are enthusiastic over the cur-
rent courtship of Luthersns and Catholics. The dissi-
dent ones among them are those for whom doctrines
have meaning and value. To be sure, we have heard
much of an emerging interest in Blble study in the
Roman Church, Who are these Catholles who have
now taken to Blble reading? Can it be that they are
such @s, like thelr Protestant counterparis, have dis-
credited much of Sceipture and relegated it to mvth
and allegory? At least it is only a short while ago
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that we heard a prominent priest deplore the lack
of interest among his people in the Bikle, Perhaps
it is the liberal Catholics who really study the Bible—
end reject at will what is unpalatable. Mow, if they
cen reject Scripture—which until now has been a
part of their theological source materigl—what shall
prevent them from discarding doctrines based on
tradition? Perhaps these are the fears which disturb
the conservative Catholics,

If docirines can be relegated to the scrap heap
ol non-essentials by both Lutherans and Catholics,
the matter of merging the two churches into one
makKEs SEnse [0 us

The Lutheran Ambassodor



KALISPELL

7 REVIEWED
Edited by Jane Thompson

Tha population of Kalispell made
a suddeén increase for a span of
four days when over 200 of our
Luther Leaguers stormed in. If
[|'|E}" arrived with excited Teelings,
they left with ultra-excitement and
joy, Tar the convention met and sur-
passed most expectations

If you can imagine about 150
girls packed inio two gynmasiums
and over G0 boys in one pymnas-
ium, all slepping on army. cots for
five days, you'll know what each of
the convention delegates can now
challk up as their personal experi-
ence. Surprisingly, even the girls
found slecping on the army cots
quite tolerable, judging by their re-
luctance to leave the cols at G00
each morning. This close proup
living situation was acutally a val-
vable experience because It de-
mtanded that we meet and talk to
each other, I8 contributed to the
unmity of spirit thal was so evident
during the whaole convention,

We atwe all our meals In Flat-
head High School, held cur meet-
ings &n Lindermann Junior High
Schonl and slept in thrée other
gchools, and since these schools
were on oppasite parts of town, we
were i for a lot of walling, It
was nat at all surprising that afvar
the first day of meetings, our
Leaguérs were struck by an epi-
demic of sore feet with o smatter-
ing of blisters here and there, too.

Septembar 19, 1967

Luther
TLLeague
Activities

We were mare than happy when
a lind gentleman from Kalispell
brought his truck in o haul us to
and from the schools. All these in-
cidents added much character (o
our already lively convention

Cur time during the four-day
convention was very well spent In
Bible sfudies, small group devi-
tlons, evangelistic evening serv-
o, mixers, lestimonials, hearty
singing, & day of touring Glacicr
Mational Park, and the valuable ex-
perience of making new friends,

During question  and  answer
perinds, the yvoulh asked thooght-
ful questions such as, Why do we
have different races if there Is no
evolutlon? Why does Luther say
James 5 he Epistle of siraw? s
there scripture to back up all Lu-
theran beliefs? All the pastors wers
faced with these and other gues-
tinns and gave hH‘]FIrI.H ATNSWErS and
paints of view,

Cur evening speaker. Evangelisi
Arthur Johnson, packed his ser-
mons with Bible-cenvered, funda-
menlial fruiths, He made us
acguainted with his =0, Jennings,
who died at the age of 16, Death
dld not frighten him. Jennings told
hiz father that he was "“departing
ter e with Jesus," Evangelist John-
son offered us the same peace that
Jennings had when he died.

The Bible hours offered much
fooed for thought. Pastor DeBoer
discussed why we are here and
what we should do about it from
the text Colossians 3:1-17. Pastor

anipsiend exposed the many se-
crets of Psalm 16, See if you can
find the secret of a llfe af rrusc,
a surrendered life, a separated 1ife,
# happy life, a guided life and a
steadfast life in Pealm 1§ as we did
whan Pastor Snipstead spoke to us.
During the Bible hour that Pasior
Franz led, we looked at the seven
guiding principles for o Christian's
gctions as ha found them i Ro-
mans 14:1-23. He challenged us
with 1his thoughi: "“We have no
righis as a Christian, Our only right
iz forgiveness, We are under dif-
ferent ownership."

[neumbent Luther League Presi-
dent, Gary Skramstad, made us
aware of oor responsibility  as
voung people in the AFLC by brlef-
g us on the three basic ypes of
church government, He explaingd
thut ours is congrégational because
each church has its own constitu-
tlon and po legal body has power
pver g individual church., This
puts the responsibility of Keeping
our church flourishing on each in-
dividual member, not on & board of
trustees.  Mr.  Slkramstad’s  falk
caused us o take more .!.'lrrirlﬂﬂ'_u
our rifle gs vouth in the church,

Our new officers were installed
an Sunday evening and as each
ane gave his testimosy before the
imstallation. 1 felt that we  hiad
much for which to thenk God for
giving us such leaders. Their sin-
cere lesfimanies revealed thal they
will offer very excellent fendership
for our Luther League. The now
officers are: President—Bob Lee,
Minnesipolis, Minnesoia; 151 Vice
President—Pastor Davad  Molsire,
Gramd Forks, Worth Dakota; 2nd
Vice President—Poul Peerson, As-
tarin, Whashinglon: SECrELAryY,
Pegey Sovring, Cloquet, Minneso-
ta; Treasurer—Ken Moland, Fertile,
Minnesots; Devotional Life Secre-
tary—Cindy Hodnevik, Radcliffa,

lowa
It was a thmil o hear AFLC
President, Pastor John Strend,

speak on Sunday morning to a full
gymnasium on the fathomless top-
ic of Christiam love. Here are a
few of his key sentences: “If wo
wanl to digcover love, we must
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know God. ... We are (o love our
awn  congregation.  Unless  the
world sees that we love the breth-
ren, they'll naver listen (o our
message. ... Cur s=A¥ing wa'ne
Christians at a testimony meoting
will make little difference If we
don't love. This is Christ’s com-
mand,”

Sunday evening was a thrill, tono,
as everyone was given a chance (o
share his testimony for Jesus. The
sharing was spontanecus, nabural
and above all, sincere. Some who
shared had just Tound peace with
thair Savior during the convention,
This was a perfect note on which
to close the convention.

Anyone who came to Kalispell in
1967 will remember it forever, [C
inevitably made an impact on lives.
These are some of the comments
I heard from a few of the young
peaple who were there: “lt was
just great, It helped me center my
life om Christ again.™

“The time of sharing meant so
much to me.'

“I've enjoved every minute of
the comvention, ['ve learned o lot,
grown & lot, and had a lot of fun.”™

“It was fun to meet kids from
other parts of the country and
share idens and  thoughis  with
them. I'm coming te the next con-
vantion, too."”

Baing with these young pecple
for four davs was indeed a thrill
Eering their enthusiasm and love
for our Savior convinced me that
Ciod has piven ug a rich heritage in
our youth,

May Mess, Maple Bay

BOUQUETS OF THANKS

My sincere thanks go o Ken
Moland, Fertile, for doing an ad-
mirable job with the Luther
Leapue page this summer. | have
enjoved reading the articles and re-
eeiving a fresh view from a fellow
lenguer. Ken is now serving the
St. Paul Lutheran Free Church in
Farga, M. Dak,

Special thanks also go to Mary
Mess, Moorhead State College, who
willingly covered the Kallzpell eon-
vention. She went as a counsellor
from Maple Bay, and hera has giv-
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en her Impressions of the four days
of spiritual  renewal with other
Associgtion Luther Leaguers,

MNORTH CENTRAL LEAGUES
TO MEET

MeTntosh, Minnesats, will be the
site of the Movember 35 26 meset-
ing of the North Central Districl
Luther League. Leaguers who wish
to attend should ask their local sec-
retarles o notify JoAnn Moland,
Fertile, by Nov, 17,

In addition to the Saturday eve-
ning offering, a $1.50 registration
fes will be charged. Each leapuse
should alsa furniah some form of
music. More detailed Information
will be sent o the individual
leagues by the secretary, JoAnn
Moland.

This is the proposed program:

Saturday, Nov, 25

G:00-10:00 Begistration

L1:00 Bible Hour

1200 Dianer

1:00 Business Meeting

500 Supper

T:00-0:0 Evening service (Him)

Sunday, Mov, 26

930 Morning service
1200 Dinner

10 Closing rally

Pegpy Soyring, reportér

CAMP SHAW BIBLE CAMP

The 1967 Bible Camp days have
come and gone, but the memories
of the Camp remain, God spoke
through His Word, Christian fal-
I|.'|'|.'.l'.'l|"|||:_ alkd |'|'|-Er|||l.'ir new  friemnds,
classes and recreation; all of these
have a place in the experience of
onge who could attend the Bible
Camp, At Camp Shaw we were
likewize blessed and thrilled by the
spirit that preveiled there. The at-
tendance was very fine.

God spole 1o us on our theme,
"Redeeming the Time,” through-
out the camp; we lefi there with
the admonition to “continue in the
Word,™

Tha channels that God wsed (o
bring His Word to us were Paslor

Hautamaki, Ishpeming; Pastor An-
derson, Duluth: Pastor Frenz, Clo-
guet; Mrs. Carter, Indiz; Jim
Erickson, Beloit: Pastor Saukerson,
the local pastor, plus several teach-
ers in voung peaple’s Bible classes,

The meals were planned and
prepared 5o well by the chief
cook, Mr. Salo, assisted by hard-
working ladies who were eager o
serye and to enjoy their labors.

The measure of success we leave
to God; eternity will reweal that.
However, we do know that hearts
were louched by the Spirit of Gl
and Christizns were challenged to
i greater faithfulness and & more
gbundant life in Christ, The seed
was sown; soon it will be harvesi
time, May frult abound to the glary
of God as a result of Bikle Camp
Shaw.

Camp Shew Bible Camp was
sponsored by Hope Free Lutheran
Church of Ishpeming and Calvary
Free Lutheran Church of Chatham,

both affilinted with the AFLC.
George V. Johnson

NEWS ITEMS
FRON THE CHURCH

Professor and brs. George So-
berg observed their fortieth wed-
ding anniversary on September 10,
It wes expetly oty years to the
day sinoce they were married. A
festive reception was held in the
dining hall of headguarters balld-
ing for the honored couple, and
many paople arrived to wish them
well for the davs sheard

Professor  Soberg  serves  the
Medicine Lake Congregation,

Rew, Knui Gjesfjeld, the oldest
pastor in the Association, suffered
gn attack of iliness on Friday eva-
ning at the Family Bible Camp. He
was taken ko the Ima—pir.al in Ales-
andria for trestment and observa-
tion,. We are happy to report that
the illness did not turn out Eo he
as serlous os wes feared. After
some days he was able to return
1o his home in Thief River Falls,
Minnasota. Rev_ Gjesfjeld is ninety-
taes years old, and has been in
gpocd haalth wntll now.

The Lutheran dAmbassador



DARISH
it

WHAT THE NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL
CONVENTION CAN MEAN TO YOU

PASTORS

Sunday school can be the greatest aid to your
ministry, to the outreach in your community, to the
prowth of vour church, to the effective witness of
your members, Learn how Sunday school can influ-
ence aven non-Christian homes, how parents can be
reached, how wvisitation can be increased, how every
age group can be multiplied and enriched,

SUPERINTENDENTS

Learn how to organize, motivabe, and supervise an
affective staflf of teachers, how to inspire and encour-
age support from your eatire church, how to support
your pastor in the task of the church, how to see
that efficient Christian tralning Is given, no mattér
what the present size or future potential of your
Sunday school, Bring prospective teachers to learn.

TEACHERS

Find practical answers to problems you may be
facing, share helpful idess with others in your sit-
uwation, receive a spirituel 1ift, hear experienced teach-
ers tell “how they do it," get the lstést ideas on
réaching the particular age of students you teach,
help make your teaching effective, satisfying, and
rewerding.

September 18, 18967

PARENTS

You should he witally concerned with what vour
vounpsters are taonghi, and how they are {jaught
Hera |z wour opportunity fo check the latest jdeas
and methods (o make vour children's Christian edu-
cation interesting, meaningful, practical, vseful, and
effective, You owe your youngstérs yvour careful in-
terest im their futurel Become interested in what o
good Sunday school can do for your famiky,

The preceding information appéared first in a bro-
chure sent by the Mational Sunday School Associn-
tion as part of the publicity for the convention that
will be held at the Minneapolis Auwditorium from Octo-
ber 25 through the 23th.

A5 this is being written the complete program has
not besn made public, but we werae able to gather
gafme generil information that may be helpful, Morn-
ings will be devaled to workshops, Specific work-
shops are being scheduled for pastors, superintendents,
and teachers of the various age groups so each will
be ahle to select sessions that pertain to his area
of the worl. Assembly sessions will fill part of the
alternoon, and the workshops scheduled for those
howrs will be more general in content.

Employed members of the Sunday school staff
have not beon forgotten. Workshops have heen
planned for 6:30 pm., just in time for those who
wionild like to caich a session on their way homea from
wark, We can also see this hour as a time when cal-
lege students might find it possible to attend.

Outstanding speakers have been scheduled [or
ench avening, Amang them will be Bobhy Richardson,
professional hall player, who will speak on Friday
evening, It i hoped that teachers of wyouth Bible
claggas will ENCOlrage thair voung people to attend
that mesting. Other speakers who will address the
convention incheode Wiric Jelinek, space scientist and
inventor, Paul Litile, college campus evangelist, Gleo
Shoolk, foreign service official, and Rev, Wm. Pan-
nell, negro vouth evangelist. Teachers and spenkers
from all areas of the United States will be included in
workshops and assembly sessions.

Ome whole day could easily be spent pursuing dis-
plavs, for approccimately 100 publishers distributors,
and bookstores will be displaying their wams.

Arnyone desiring more Information aboul the Na-
tional Sunday School Convention may write to;

MESA
Booe 140
Mpls., Minn, 55440
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The Means of Grace

Excerpts from the book Boptizme
and Spiritug! Life by Iver Olson,
currently being reprinted,

Lutherans regand bapiism as a
means of grace. The Lord's Sup-
per and the Word of God are also
means of grace. The chiel means
of grece is the Word of God; the
Sacraments derive their validity
and effectiveness from the Word.
Thus the two Sacraments are sub-
sidiary means and the Word pri-
miry, The term "“means of grace”
is not found in the Bible, but that
which it signifies certainly is.
"Means of grace” means just what
it says; it iz a means of conveying
God's grace to rman.

Let us use an Musisation, Sup-
pose that a man were on the verge
of dying from thirst in the desert,
With his strength fast ebbing away
he suddenly came upon a well; but
the well was only twelve inches
in dinmoter, and it was ton feet
down to the water. He might still
die of thirst at the mouth of the
well—and that within ten feet of
weter—for there was no way for
him to bring the water to his
parched lips. But suppose further
that there were a good pump in
that well. He began to work the
handle of the pump up and down,
holding his other band over the
spout, and when the water came
he drank of the refreshing and life-
restoring lguid. His life was saved;
it would not be incorrect to say
that his life was saved by a pump.
Yei he did not drink the pump.
The pump was only &8 means of
water, and It was water that saved
his Hie,

Similarly, we sometimes say that
we are saved by bapilsm, the Waord
of God, grace, Taith, prayer, and
the like. Let us underscore the
truth that it is Christ alone who
saves. The Bible has not saved a
single soul yet; neither has either
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of the Sacraments. But the Bible is
a means by which Christ is brought
to the soul. Without the Waord of
Godd it is not possible for a person
to believe and be saved. Therafore
it is not incorrect to say that we
are saved by the Word of God; bt
it I= true only in the sense in which
we said the thirsting man was
gaved by a pump. The same holds
trug for baptism. The Bible spacifi-
cally declares that baptism saves
us (I Pet, 3:21). This does not mean
that we have another savier In
baptism =o that we do ool nesd
Christ; baptism i3 merely a means
of bringing Christ to us as the
pump brought water to the dying
man, We also say, and quite truth-
fully so, that weo are saved by
faith: we even say that we are
saved by prayer, though neither
faith por prayer is a means of
grace. Faith and prayer in and by
themselves save no man; they are
merely attitudes of the heart and
soul which remove the stoppers
from the manward ends of the
means of prace. As soon as the
stoppers  are  removad the life-
glwing streams from (he sea of
marcy flow nio the human soul

AL this point it becomes neces-
sary to make a further statement,
not s0 much on the means which
convey Erace as on the grace
which is conveyed by such means,

In the above illustration of the
pump we compared prace o water.
We did so for the purpose of un-
derstanding the function of the
pump. Bui we musl guard against
thinking of grace as a apiritual sub-
slance that epters the soul. This is
precisely the Roman Catholie view
of grace; to the Church of Rome
grace is n supemmatural gift which
zod bestows on us for our salva-
tion. This grate activatés us (o
shun evil and to do pood. When
grace is bestowed on us we can
merit heaven. Grace is like a medi-
cina to the soul; it is like a fresh

charge to a battery that is almost
dead,

To the Protestant grace is an at-
titude of forgiveness in the heart
of Ged rather than an animating
power in the heart of man,

Let wus use another illustration,
In Minnesota we have a penilenti-
ary on the banks of the 5t Croix
River near Stillwater. Men guilty
af crimes differing in degree and
gravity are committed to this in-
stitution. The majority of them ex-
pect 1o be free again; they even
hope to be released before they
have served their entire sentences.
Pericdically many of them addréss
the gowvernor's pardon Board with
pleas for clemency, The purposs of
the board is to review these pleas
and svamine the record of each ap-
plieant to determing whethar the
interesis of the prisoner and so-
ciety might best be served by re-
leasing him ahead of schedule or
insisting that he serve his entire
sentence, The pardon board meets
in the governor's office in St Paul
to review the pleas for pacdon. In
the wvery nature of the case most
pleas are rejected, and that on good
grounds: But thers may be gne
plea with which the governor’s
board pauses; it is that of a mur-
derer whe has been sentenced to
lite imprisonment. There is no
guestion of his puilt; he deserves
to remain in prison for the rest of
his life. But he iz pardoned and re-
tumed to society. For the moment
we are not concerned with the rea-
son for clemency. The guestion we
should like to ask i& this: Where
is the prisoner pardomed, in Still-
water or S5t. Paul?

Our first reattion may be Lo say
thalt the prisgner surely must he
pardoned [n Btillwater, for that is
where he |5, However, upon further
refection we cannot help but con-
clude that it was only the effect
of the pardon that was felt in Still-
water; the aciual pardoning took
place in 5f, Paul where the par-
don board met. It was their resolu-
tion thet made him free

We now ask a similar question
with respect to the pardoning of &
sinner who is guilty in the eyes

| Corrimay mn poge 1)

The Letheran Ambassador



CHURCH-WORLD NEWS

The Luotheran population now
stands at nearly T4.5 million mem-
bers according to news releases
from the Lutheran World Federa-
tion headguarters In Geneva, This
s down slightly from the figure
of a year ago, due largely to the
fact that formerly there had only
been  estimates made for many
aress and now there has been made
a more accurata count. Churches
in geversl countries marked an in-
crense over previous figures,

Over sixty million of thess are
to be found in Europe, and a litle
over nine million in the United
States and Canada. The rest ane
located in practically every part of
the world, mainly in Latin America,
Azia, Australia, Africa amd Mads-
EAsCar.

From the Evangelical Fellow-
ship for World Mission in Ham-
burg. Germany, comes the infor-
mation thet there are 877 million
pecple in the world who are mem-
bers of some Christian church, This
i5 slightly less than one-third of
the population of the world,

0Of these 877 milllon, 500 milllon
are Roman Catholics, 256 million
evangelicals, and 97 million Eastern
Orthodox. The remainder are found
in smaller proups not resdily Iden-
tiflable with these three major
ETALpS.

From the same source we leamn
that there are 18 million Jews, 427
million Mohammedans, 380 million
Hindua, 190 million Buddhisis, and
150 millon Animists. About 800
million people have no religious
affiliation,

The Horweglan Mission Society,
with headguarters in Stavanger,
Marway, observes its 125th anniver-
sary this vear, The event is moted
by several obsarvances throughout
the country, end by Initlating new
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mission projects o carry out its
migzsion tasks still further.

Among the pgradusting classes
from all institutlons of higher learn-
ing in Morway there is a group
known as "Kristenrussen.” This is
g group of Christian students who
celebrate thetr graduation by ras-
ing funds for various mission
causes, This year they set out o
raize 40000 crowns to build s
church In Japan: 53000 crowns
wiere raiged.

At a Conference of MNarthern
Pastors held at Uppsala, Sweden,
De. Fritfjof Birkeli, Bishop of the
Stavanger Diocese, stated that
there I8 nesd for changes n the
activity of the chorch if it &5 to
reach the people. The church should
not be limited to a one-man show
o Supdays. There is need for
teams of pastors and laymen whao
would work through the weelk o
raach the people who do not come
to church on Sunday. “The Sunday
Church,” he declared, “must be-
come a4 weelt-doy Church whose
symbal is & tont rather then a
cathedral ™

The Morthern Pasigrs Confer-
ence includes pastors from all the
Scandinavian Churches and Fin-
nland.

Dr, Sigurd Aske of Morway, who
for many years has been the direc-
tor of the Radio Yoice of the Gos-
pal in Ethiopia, has recently been
appointed az DHrector of Missions
for the Lutheran World Federation.
He sueceeds Dr, Amne Sovik of the
United States, who now joins the
staff of the Federation in MNew
Yaork

The Radio Yoloe af (he Gospel
beams gospel messages to all of
Africa, and to the Far East as far
as Japan. It is in operation nine-

teen hours of the day, and wshes
many languages, MNews reports and
Christian music is also beéamed
over Lhis atation.

Dr. Armin C. Weng, for many
yvears president of the Chicago Lu-
theran  Theological Seminary  al
Maywod, Ilinols, died recently.

Used Coneordins availablo:

We have about forty wsed Con-
cordia Hymnals on hand. These
may be had for $3.00 plus trans-
portation charges on o firsi-come,
flrst-served basis.

Rew, Lars Stalsbroten
Route 3, Box 446
Eugene, Oregon 97401

The Means of Srace
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of God, Is he pardoned in heaven
or on earth? Does forgiveness take
place in the heart of the sinneér or
im the heart of God? It mighi be
natural for us to think that it st
be in the heart of the sinner, for
that (5 where the sin is. It is so
difficult for ws to understand, or
remember, that it is in the heart of
God that forgiveness takes place.
Wi fail 1o be aware of the parallal
situation which obtaing in human
relationships; lorgiveness always
takes place in the heart of the one
who forgives, and not in the heart
of the one who is lorgiven.

The attitude of forgiveness in tha
heart of God, the decision to can-
cel all charges apainst A sinner,
is grace, Such is the Biblical amnd
Protestant view. Grace is not a
power which flows from God to
man by which he iz made capable
of obedience to God; it is the de-
cision in God's heari to forgive
those who have bean discbedient
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RIBLE SCHOOL AND SEMINARY
OPEMNS

The Bikle School apened its new
school vear with a rally on Sun-
day afternoon, September 10
Thirty-four students put in their
appearance that same afterpoon;
there is the possibility of some
more coming Inter. It has been a
problem to receive and house so
large a grouwp. A house was pur-
chased adjacent to the campus a
short while ago; actually, it s on
the “square” of the Seminary prop-
erty, and will be a line addition to
our hobdings Tor fulure use as a
residence for a faculty family,
Some of the girls are housed here,
and the rest in the moms in the

headguarters  building,

Some of the boys occupy the
house the Sominary already had
near the cempus; last year Sam-
inary students lived here. Others of
the boya have secured acedammaoda-
tions alsawhere These wre healthy
problems: but the new building 1=
a “must” for next vear,

Cn Momday both the Seminary
students and the Bible school sti-
dents registered for the classes
they are going to take as the school
begins its work for the year. The
rest of the morning was used for
orientation, student meetings, and
geiting acquainted. There should
be rineteen students in the Sem-
inary after we pet paing.

The man who stands on o pedes-
tal today because he is rich may in
another fifty years stand in the pil-
lory if he does not make his riches
serve God and mankind.

Ag the prave prows nearar my
theology is growing strangely sim-
ple, and it bogins and ends with
Christ as the only Saviour of the
lost—Bp. Whipple
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