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REMEMBER, RETLURN, REJDICE

The Paalmist sald, “Thy word is
a lamp to my feet, and a light
ta my path™ (Ps. 115:105). The
mare we meditate upon the Word
of God the more clearly we sea
that its message iz timely for us
in 1963, It seems very difficult for
many to walk Iife's parmow way
without becoming  side-irached
with the devil's detours, There s
ofnly omne safe way to travel life's
journey: we must daily look to
the Word of God. As it was true
of Israel s0 it is true of many to-
dav—they have wanderad away
from God. Yes, many have pitched
their tents towerd Sodom. We want
to bhe awere of how God spole
through Isaiah the prophet. “Re-
member these things, O Jacoh and
Israel; for thou art my servanl:
I have formed thee; thou art my
servant: O Israel, thou shalt not
be forgotten of me. I have hlotted
out, as a thick cloud, thy trans-
Egressions, and, as a clond, thy sins:
retum unto me; for I hawve re-
deemed thee” (Isa. 44:22-23). He
calla Israel to remember that Ged
In His marvelous creation has giv-
en man the capacity to remember,

Some of the things which weo
remember are not 0 pleasant and
wa wish many times that things
could be completely forgotten.
This remarkable gift of memory we
have now and we will have it in
the life hereafter. We are remind-
od of the Incldent of the rich man
in Hades helng in torment who
cried gut to Father Abraham for
help, vez, even for a drop of water,
Thiz was impossible. Father Abra-
ham spoke to him saying, “Som,

remember,” Yes, many will remem-
ber the messages they have heard
which brought comviction of sin
to their heart but they would not
turn from thelr sin and accept tha
grace of God for the forglveness
of thelr sin,

These words speak to us today:
“Remember these things, O Jacob
and Israel, ... you will not be
forgotten by me” God says He
has formed us and created us,
Wie are made by God, for God,
God's will and purpose for our lives
iz that we may live in fellowship
with Him. It i3 only when we
are living in fellowship with Him
that life has & real meanlng and
purpose. As the song writer has
expressed it, “When we walk with
the Lord in the light of His Word"”
whe ¢an daily experienco His bléss-
ing upon our lives.

We are not only to remember
God as our Creastor but also as
our Redeemer. We ware all lost
ginnars. The death santence is up-
on us, we are under condernnatlon.
“For all have sinned, and come
short of the glery of God" (Rom,
2:2), Dur deliverance is in Christ.

But God says 1 have swept
away your transgressions like a
clowd, and your sing like a mist.”
God's Word refers to our trans-
grezaslon ag lke a elowd. We all
knowr how deeary it Is whes we
do nol =see the sum, It has sort
of & depressing elfect as day after
day thers are clouds and more
clouds. God's Word says, "Your
sing like a mist." A mist is like
a heavy fog. We have ali come
into eontect with a heawy fog which
the sunlight |3 unable to pensetrate.
Thiz is the plcture God has por-

According to the Word

trayed of us as sinners who are
living in sin. It is sin that separaies
us from God. Tsaiah 58: 2 gays, "Bul
your iniquities have made a sep-
aration between you and your God,
and your sins have hidden His face
from wvou so that he does not
hear”” We ask the question, do
we have to remain in the fog and
mist of sin? Mo, for God tells us
in these wverses, “1 heve swept
away vour transgressions like a
choud, and vour sins like a mist."
On Calvary not only the darkness
in nature but also in the soul of
Jesus caused Him to cry out, "My
God, my God, why hast thou for-
saken me?" There the darkness was
gwept away when He said, "It is
flntshed.” The darkneas lifted.

Mow God says, “"Beturn unto me,
for 1 have redeemed thee” This
is God's call today, "Refurn unto
Me." This was the experience of
the prodigal son, He first remem-
bered his father's house. Then
there was a consciousness of sin
g0 he repented and reéturned to his
father, So also with o, if we
lack the joy of salvation and the
witness of the Splrit of God that
we are His chlldren, God's Word
savs, "Retumn unto me, for I have
redeamed thee"” All we have to do
Is to take God al His Word, He
gaid, “Him that cometh unto me,
1 will in o wise cast out.”

There will b2 rejoicing In your
heart. This was also (rue of the
prodigal, There was joy In the fa-
ther's heart. The Word of God says
in Luke 15, "Likewise thers is joy
in heaven owver one sinner who
repenteth.”

—Emest Langness
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Iyn, Sowth Dakota 57261, is the editor. Subscription price (s $2.50 per vear In advance. Subscriptions should be
sent to The Lutheran Ambassador, 3110 East Medicine Lake Boulevard, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55427, Sec-
ond-class postage paid at Minneapaliz, Minn,
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Prayer is

not

Instant Pudding

Lois Hondley Dick

One wintry day, during a brief
respite from working in an office,
I weok time to bake a homemade
custard pudding. It furned out de-
lectable, made of creamy milk and
butter, farm-fresh eggs, and topped
with 8 browned, nutrmegey shim
of butter dots. It took time, but the
family loved it

What made the difference? 1
checked the list of Ingredisats on
g box of instant pudding: Mono-
glyceridas, preservatives, nonfat
dry milk, artificial flavor and color-
ing. Why, except for the two cups
of milk which T was to supply,
thers was nothing nourishing in it
Its popularity stems from the fact
that—unlike my made-from-scratch
custard—you  get Instant results
Mo walting for an hour while it
bakas.

We're s0 accustomed o instant
results that we sometimes carmy
it over into our spiritual lives. I
want instant answers when T pray,
Mot eoncerned too much with the
Quality, just so T pet action! The
beauty without the beating, the
flavor without the slow fre. As
Bishop Herbert Welch says in As
I' Recoll My Poat Century 1 like
“fast progress.” “But God answers
by littles. He zends a Baby {0 re-
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deem the world."

Shoald we expect God, our
“Chie{ Nourisher,” to be like ins
stant pudding? Mot if you've ever
tasted the difference! Prayer is
much more than a game of gues-
tions end answears.

Think of Samuel's mother, Han-
naoh, How many slow (ears dripped
into her lap before a baby lay
there? And of the footsore Israel-
ites who tramped seven dreary
times around Jericho ({wouldn't
once: have been enough® before
God pnzwered prayer. Abraham
waited how many wears for the
promised seed? Twenty-three, God-
Iy Jews In the iron furmace of
Egwpt must have prayed a lifatime
for dellverance amd were never de-
livered—except through starvation
or fatal beatings.

Consider Elijah, obliged to plead
with God seven times for the
promised rain, {Did he begin to
mutter in his beard, “What a dirty
trick!" after the flrst and second
tries?}

Maaman's desperate request for
cleansing was nof answered
promptly, Six ridiculsus times he
lowered his face (and his ego) into
the flth of that river. Can you
believe John Baptist sat in Herod's
stinking prison without praying to
be set free? And Jesus' answer;
“Blessed is he, who fakes no of-

fense at me” (Luke 7:23). And off
rolls John's hesd.

An  evangelist once told the
story of how during & needy tima
he was on his knees praying by his
bedside for money to continue
traveling. As he opened his eyes, ha
saw someone had slipped an en-
velope under (he doar. You gusssed
it! It contained a £50 bill! A man
in the audience went home and
tried the same thing. He prayved
on his knees by the bed, but with
one eye on the ¢rack under the
door. Mothing happened—aexcepl
that he lost his faith.

What are we to think? Is prayer
anly a casual mentlon, like “Pleasa
pass the salt™ amd you get what
you reguest? Or, lke the old Rus-
sian proverh, asking that two and
two may not make four?

Or is prayer more like "nsk—
spck—knock? In other words, use
yvour mouoth, use your eyes, use
your handas and feet, wse every-
thing, be a pest, but don't give up!
Prayer, as Rlchard Trench has sald,
iz not overcoming God's reluctance
but laying hold of His highest will-
IMEHess,

in ome of the sirangest portions
of Seripture, Daniel 10, we ama
shown all the plots and subplots
behind an interrupted answer to
prayer. Daniel prayed for & wvery
special kind of understanding. His
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prayer was heard the first day (10:
12} but it was necessary for him
to fest and pray, pray and fast
discipline himself, deny himsalf
and suffer for twenty more days
before the answer came, Why? The
text goes on to explain that an
ange] messenger had besn sent Im-
mediately with the answer, but
sométhing had haoppéned. He was
detained by the Evil Dne for 20
long days.

The result was, howewver, that
Craniel received not enly what he
esked for, but a wision of hoky
and heavenly things, an exparience
of God, a fresh look at hiz own
Incampetence (though prime minis-
ter of a world empire), supernatural
gtrength and what proved to be
his last and perhops greatest wi-
siom,

“Slow™ Answers a Blessing

What we would call “slow" an-
gwers to prayer gre sometlmes s
blesging, The secomd guestion of
the Aposile Paul's converted e
was, “Lord, what do vou want me
to da? He doubtless hed n mind
m new life of intellectual accom-
plishments for God, theological an-
counters with the world's great
thinkers, debates and exchange of
gplritual experiences in culbured
surroundings, God did not instant-
¥ answer that prayer and show
Paul tha jeil houses, solitary con-
finements, the vwomiting seasick-
nesses, the public beatings and
stocks, being dragged in chains
from one amused ruler to another,

If God hed, perhaps the proud
Paul might hawve taken the road
back to Jerusalem or been content
by be a secrel believer,

We all know of instant answers
to prayver when a Christinn has
bean in physicel danger, cried, was
suved, These are  emargency
prayers. Ome day | was faced with
the task of recopying two long
manuscripta from  several vyears
ago. 1 couldn't even find the car-
bons. At one time my files had been
in order but thizs particular week
my azon hed rummaged  through
them, hunting for stories to read,
and nothing was in order. T pulled
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out the leng file drawer and stared
at the mess. It would take too
hours, T thought, to find the manu-
seripts. "Lord, help me find them
quickly,” I prayed, reaching in at
randem. The second manuscript 1
touched was the onel

It took about half an hoor to re-
type it Then I needed the other
manuacript. “Lord, 1 couldn't ask
yvou to do it again® 1 prayed—if
yvou could call that a prayer.

I reached diwn deep into  the
jumbled heap of papers. The fiest
one I touched was the manuscript
[ needed.

How did I feel? I'm afraid to el
you., Elated at first, then sneaking
thoughts crept in, like: "It must
have heen colncldence. God is real-
Iv too busy to take thme for such
g silly thing. Lots of other pecple
who aren't Christiana have storles
like that to tell™ And so on.

In the beck of my mind, T be-
lieve God amswered prayer instamt-
Iy to save me several precious
hours of tme ai the end of & busy
day, Butl there wasn't much nour-
ishment in it, Mone whatever. 1
had a tasté of instant pudding,
that was all

“Some prayers have a longer
voyage than others, but then they
refurn with their richer ladimg ai
last, so that the praying soul is &
gainer by walting for an answer.”
That was the experience of William
Gurnall, an English divine of the
sovanieenth century,

Could we paraphrase Rom. S:3—4
to read: “Buffering [In prayer]
produces. . .character™? With eon-
durance in between, of course.
Suffering, endurence and—as Amy
Carmichaal has often sald was the
regult of her slow or unanswered
prayers—a golden kev called Com-
Tort,

S0 be grateful for tastes of in-
stant pwdding, but sdjust your ap-
petite to wait for the spiritual nour-
ishment that may be in slow,
“baked-to-perfection” answers,

Reprinted by permission from
ETERNITY Maogazine, copyright
1968, The Evangelical Foundation,
1716 Spruce 5., Philadelphia 2, Pa.

SLettens

TO THE EDITOR

POSSIBELE SUPPORT FOR
BIBLE SCHO{L. STUDENTS

Vacation Bible School is pretty
much history in most congregations
by this date on the calendar, But
some progressive folks are already
Inoking forward and msking ten-
tative plans for the weeks of VHS
for 1969,

Az wan suggested by Pastor F, B,
Monzath at the Annual Conference,
the foltowing idea should be
printed In our Ambassador for the
congragations to weigh and con-
sifer,

It's altogether possible that thera
would Be more students In oour Bi-
ble School H they coold “swing
it* financiallyi %Why not have a
system of scholarship funds set up
by the congregation and (or) the
orpanizations in it, to pay afl or
pert of the tuition, etc, to help
and encoursge students to attend
our Associption Bikle School?

It could be arranged that the stu-
dent would be active as a VBS
tencher or superintendent as well
as being a “spark plug™ for other
congregational activities during the
summer, when thare often is a
slackness in such arganizations, I'm
sure the need exists for thet kind
of leadership in most AFLC con-
ererations.

If a congregetiom has no stu-
denta and no “prospects™ golng to
the Bible School,  they  ocould
“adopt”  a neighboring congrega-
tion's student, or one recommended
to them from the School as being
in such need. And they could still
be just az useful and be helped
as much as if It were 8 member of
the home congrepation who was
the student inwolved.

Tt's an idea amyway,

Pastor Hubert e Boer
Grenite Falls, Minm.

The Lutheran Ambassador



GUIDEPOSTS FOR
RECREATION

There i a tendency to divide
life into areas. We speak of our
business life, our devotbonal life,
our gocial and recreational life,

One of the more difficult areas
of consecration for many, oot least
for young people, lies in the ares
of the things variously named rec-
reation, pleasures, fun, or onier
tainment. Bacausa [t iz difficult to
be clear on just what I8 good and
what i3 evil, It Is also one of the
muore difficult areas for parents and
pastors 10 give good counsel

There is the danger thal we may
label some things sinful which may
not be sinful, and the greater dan-
ger that we may condone and en-
courage them to partlcipate in
activitles which may fead to greai
less in their Christian lives, Tt is
sufe to sey that the conscientious
person would much rather err on
the side of caution, than to have
to feel that one has contributed to
the unhappiness and loss of some-
one by glving wrong couwnsel.

“Everybidy's Doing It"

There are & number of reasons
why there are so many temptations
In thi= area. The fact that so many
pecple, even those who are counted
g5 mast respeciable in many ways,
take part in many of these activ-
ities mnlkes it harder not to follow
théem. Even if we know that the
fact that many people do something
does not in itself make it right, It
is still true that we want to be like
those pbout uws and do what they
do. In I Peter 4:1-0 the apostla had
to sound that warnlng to the peopla
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Osenr Engebretson

of his day. Perhaps we would do
weall to tell thase who have these
problems, that it is not true that
“everybody iz doing it." When Eli-
jah told the Lord that he alone
was standing against the stream,
the Lord informed him that he was
wrong and that there were no less
than T,000 others who with him
had not bowed the knee to Baal,

The wirld has a way of clothing
much of what is sinful in alluring
ways., This is particularly true in
an age when so much of the en-
tertalnment offered to us is of the
commercial variety. Some of Lhe
preatest talents (and it is great)
has been pressed into service to
make things appealing to people.
We think of the use of neon lights,
whether to attract by its bright-
ness or to give sofiness and appeal
by itz glow. We think of the ad-
vertisements of the beer barons,
whether It be “from the land of
gky blue waters™ or the little ditiy
of Heilemans, which even the
smatllest children seem to learn so
easily.

Bacause of this appeal to partake
of the wvaricus things offered for
pleasure and fun, many peopla Hve
in inner conflict, while many others
have lost their peace of mind as
well as their interest in the more
wholesoma joya and pleasures of
life.

We must remind ocurselves that
God wants us to be happy. S0 often
in the pages of the Bible we find
such words as happy, plensures,
rejoice, glad, sing.

The fact that God gave us Sun-

day is evidence of Hiz desire that
we should have truse relaxation and
recreation. God has a program for
His people that is good and which
leaves no regrets, It is good if we,
#s His children, learn that thers is
a vast difference betweon “true
happiness™ and the "pleasures of a
mioment,”

We know that there are certain
things which are definitely sinful
and evil in their effect, These the
Christian as a follower of the Lord
Jesus Christ cannot take part in
The writer of Hebrews rmentloms
them as the “pleasures of sin, lor
a season,” Jesus also refers to them
as the “pleasures of life which
choke out the new life”

There ere also pleasurés and en-
jovments which are so completely
good and wholesome that there is
no question  in anvone's  mind
whether or not one mav partlcipata
in them.

The Grey Belt

Boetween these areas, however—
that which iz definltely wholesome
and good—Les the great area of
difficulty for many. Here oo, we
find the difficulty in our counsel-
ling. This is the grey belt, where
it may not alweys be g0 easy to
determine juat what Is right and
what la wrong. One of the most
difficult zituations arizes when one
Christian counselor condones what
another condemns,

We oversimplify the question if
W Say, is A certain wife said to
her husband who asked if a =light-
Iy used shirt was fit to be worn
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gpain: “If it's doubtful, it's dirty.”
We cannol dispose of hopest ques-
tions that way.

We know that the standards of
the world are not a sufficdent
guide to satisfy the Christian. Even
the standards of the good people of
the world are too low for the God
who hag said to His people: "Be
y¥e holy, for T am holy.” The world
haz a standard of conduct, and if
we conform to it the world will
not trouble us. But Jesus hes made
it plain to us through the Word that
the Christian cannot conform to the
world. (See slso Rom. 12:3),

W also Enow that man alone s
unable to choosa aright by the light
of hiz own reason. Even our oom-
scleance, unless enlightened by the
Word and constantly remewed by
dally grace, 15 not a safe guide.
Jeremiah said; "0 Lord, T lemowr
that the way of man is not in him-
self, it is not in men that walketh,
to diréct his own steps.”

How We May Know

Is there, then, no way by which
we may know what we may do and
may not doy in what we may par-
ticipate and what we as followers
of the Lord Jesus must refuse? Yes!
God has given us some tests by
which we may know for ourselves
what iz right in the lght of His
Word. In Scripture we find certakin
touchstones which will guide us to
a pood answer:

1. God calls for complete con-
secration in every area of [ife
There can be no areas or interests
that are withheld from Him if we
are to be His disciples. "Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and all thy soul, and all thy
mind, and all thy strength™ “All
thet ve do [n word or in desd, do
it all in the name of the Lord Je-
sus,"

2. We must do nothing that
hurts our body, mind, or soul
Paul writes: "Do you not know
that you are God's temple and that
God's Spirit dwells in vou? If any
min destrovs God's femple, God
will destroy him. For God's temple
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iz holy, end that temple you are”
(I Cor, 3:16, 17},

d. We must do mothing that
fokes us out of the Compaunion of
Soints, or, In our terms, out of tho
fellowshlp of Chrlstian bellevers.
Paul| wrlites: "Dio not be mismated
with unbelievera, For what fellow-
ship hath rightecusness with ini-
quity? Or what fellowship hath
light with darkness? What accord
hath Christ with Beligl? Or what
hath & believer in common with an
unbeliever? What agresrnent hath
the temple of God with [dals? For
we are the temple of the living
God, ... Thersfore come we out
from among them, end be separate
from them, says the Lord" (11 Cor.
G:14ff). “Do not be dacelved; Bad
company ruins good morals' " (1
Coe, 15:33).

4, A5 Christians we are warned
sgainst anything thet would en-
slove ws. In I Corinthians 6: 12 Paul
writes: “All things are lawful for
me, but not all things are helpful,
All things are lawful for me, but
T will not be enslaved of any.'”

§. In I Corinthians 10:23 we aro
glso told that we must not do any-
thing which will wezken our Chris-
tion [ife. “All things are lawiul,
but not all things are helpful. All
things are lawful, but not all things
build up.”

When the sons of Mrs. Weaslay
wore leaving home, this wise math-
er knew that from time to time
they would be faced with choloas
betwesn right and wrong, To guida
them she wrote this little rule,
which ¢an be helpful to us all:
"Whatever impairs the tenderness
of your conscience, weakens your
reason, obscures your sense of Giod,
takes the relish off splritual things
—thai to you = sin"

B, We must not place ovrselves
in siluotiony where templations
will overtake us, "Watch and pray
that you may not enter into temp-
tation. The spirit indeed is willing,
but the flesh iz weak'™ Daily we
pray, “Lead us not into tempta-
tion.” We cannot pray that prayer
and then needlessly sxpose our-

selves to circumstances of condi-
tions of temptation.

7. As g Christian I must do noth-
ing that would become o Stum-
bling block o others. “Whoscever
causes one of these little ones who
balleves in me to sin, it were bét-
ter for him to have a great mill-
stonn fastened about his neck and
to be drowned o the depth of the
sea. Woe to the world for ternpta-
tions to sin! For it & necessary
that temptations come, but woe to
the man by whom the temptations
coma."

8. Finally, we must do nothing
that is incossistent with belng a
follower of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Thiz test, like the first, is & sum-
mary of all the tests that the con-
scientions  person  needs.  Peter
writes in I Peter 2:21: “Christ also
suffered for wyou, leaving you an
example, that vou should follow in
his steps.” Some vears ago one of
tha spezlers at a Bible camp sald
that “there are certain places
where the footprints with the nails
do not turn In; and where they do
not turn in, His followers dare nol

gﬂlﬂ

There mre doubtless many more
paszages of Scripture that could be
added to this list. Tn thae light of
these passages, however, it should
be possible for us to make our de-
cision when we are faced with the
gquestions of right and wrong in
the matter of our conduct, not only
In our amusements bul also e
many other areas of life.

Ag we face these puideposts for
Christian living, we shall ba led to
examing all of Christian 1ife In their
light. Through them God will show
us the need for deeper cOnSeCcra-
tion smd the need for the daily
grace and forgiveness which He
grants to us as His weak and er-
ring children. Ag we prow in grace
and in the knowledge of our Lord
and Savior, we shall find that it be-
comes easier amd easier for us to
satisfy our own hearts as to what
[z right and what is wrong.

—Courtesy, Tract Mission

The Lutheran Ambessador



“CRUSADERS
FOR CHRIST”
TEAMS WERE AT
BETHANY

BIBLE CAMP

Two full wesks of camp were
held at the BEETHANY BIBLE
CAMP on besutiful Grece Lake,
10 miles east of Bemidfi: Senior
Wesk—July 15-21: Junlor Week—
July 21-28,

There was an experiment con-
ducted in the procuring of a Lu-
theren  Ewangelistic  Movemeant
“Crusader for Christ™ team each
week, to be the counsellors and
genesal assistants to the deans, The

Jenloe ‘Wesk Crissdan

team for the Senlor wesk was com-
posed of Dick Egoll {the leader),
Pat Agrimson, Bill Kolness, Stan
Melson, Mancy Johnson, Roxanne
Sansness, Connie Holm (who took
Marlens Melson's place for this
weelt), and Shirley Van Horne The
dean for the Senior wesk was Pas-
tor Hubert De Boer of Granite
Falls, Minnesota.

Evening speaker for the Senior
Week was Pastor Morman Tung-

Benikar Waek CTrussdesn
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seth of the Elim Lutheran Church
of Clearbrook, Minnesota, He also
very ably conducted the maorning
chapel serviee to begin the day, Bi-
ble teacher for thal wesk was Pas-
tor Marvin Undseth of Shevlin,
Minnesota, leading the campers
through the First Epistle of John.

The Crusaders for Christ for the
Junior Week were Owen Christian-
gen, Deyonne Everson, Loren Tung-
seth, Kuarleen Krats, Sid Feather-
slong, Pam Langseth, Priscilla
Warmanen and Sharon Hviding,
The dean for Junior Week was Pas-
tor Dale Battleson of the Bagley
Barlsh, Bagley, Minnesota.

Chapel and evening spealier was
Missionary Alvin Grothe, homa
from the Brezil mission field, and
Mias Lillian Kvamsdale of the Bo-
livla misslon fleld (World Mission
Prayer Leapue) was the Bible howr
teacher,

Miszsionary Vorle Diean of the
Redhy Luthersn Mission, Redby,
Minnesots, was dean of men for
baoth weeks of camp and DMra,
Birdesn Holt of Fosston, Minne-
sota, sarved as dean of women,
Mrs. Mervik of Minneapolis acted
as camp nurse for both weelks while
Miss Mae O"Gorman was the life-
guard for most of the camp weeks.

Poge Sewven



DICKEY LAKE BIBLE CAMP

Kalispell, Montana, August 1-—4

by Mre Esther Stalshroien

Dickey Lake Eible Camp is spon-
sored by Slillwater Lutheran
Church at Kalispell, Montana, The
idea of having a Bible Camp close
to home base came as a resull
of o plan to reduce expenses, At a
cost of only £5 to §10 per persom
and the third year in operation, the
camp attendance is steadily grow-
ing. This year, besides the adults,
there wera nearly 50 children and
teenagers. One man whom they
called "Uncla Lloyd™ had spon-
sored twelve children, all of whom
came from a little town called -
ney where & Sunday School s
strugaling for existence, Others
came from Hungry Horse, White-
fish, Somers, Kalispell, and even
two representatives from Culbert-
son, Montana, and ons from Hent,
Washington, and then the threa
of us from Eugane, Oregon,

The camp, operated by the Chris-
tian and Missionary Alliance, has
somewhat primitive facilitles but

Iz an excellent place for o real va-
cation,

Dickey Lake is extremely invi-
ting, affers good swimming for the
youngsters, boating, etc. Pastor and
Mrs, Stendal and thelr congrega-
tion are to be congratulated on the
fimé program offered, relaxing to
body and eoul, and wBol over-
charged with schedules,

Pastor Stalsbroten brought the
evening messages, films and film-
strips leapt the children’s interest,
and the highlight was the evening
bonfire with singing and testimo-
nies, Hilhouetied spainst the lake-
fromt young &nd old took part,
quoting Bible werses and sharing
Christlan experiences, New voices
were heard and expression given
to nesw-found faith at camp. At ong
marning session Mrs. Stalshroten
took the group on an imaginary
mission tour to Africa, which the
children enjoved.

Fersonally, the camp met a real
nead in my life. It was pood to
meet new friends and to hear of

The Dlcksy loke Comp Foemily
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their experiences with the Lord,
The children wera so well-bohaved
and took turns on KP duty. T dis-
coverad that one of the hesi places
for good fellowahip was right there
in the kitchen, While wiping dish-
25 several of the young peopla
apened up, telllng the thrilllng
story of how they came to know
the Lord as Saviour, The entire
camp was s warm and friendly.
There were tears al parting.

Eav. Lafn Sioldbrotes, right, and hix aon,
Cliver,

Together with our son Oliver as
chauffeur we traveled by camper
from Oregon, and since we wers
g0 close to Glacler Natlonal Park
we spent all of the Monday after
camp at the park. Such majestic
beauty climaxed a most unwsual
vication. We want to thank Pastor
and Mrs. Stendal and their good
pecple for their wonderful hospi-
tality and for all the blessings
which came as we heard the Ward
of God dynamically expounded,
Indeed it was a mountaintop ex-
perience—s0 neediul us we descend
apgain to the valley to begin another
yvear of busy activity.

Montana is a wonderful state and
we would recommend this camp
to anyone in that vicinlty as an
ideal apot for eelaxation and sple-
itual rejuvenation,

The Lutheran Ambassador



EDITORIALS

DONT FORGET THE SCHOOLS

At the haelf-way mark in the fiscal year a little
over ong-third of the income expected for the wyear
hits come in. Simple arithmetic tells us that the lest
six montha (to Jan. 31) will have to be twlce as
productive as the first if the goals for the yvear arae
to be met.

For the present it should be noted that owur
Schools fall far below even the third, having received
only over a fifth of what is needed for the year,
So great improvement is needed in that area partic-
ularly, Let the congregations bear that in mind as they
plan their giving.

The deadline has peassed for Ladies Aids, other
organizations snd individuals to send notification of
thelr intention concerning the furnishing of the dor-
mitory bullding. But if such would sdll like to be
along In that project, plesse notify the Business Ad-
ministrator at once, And don't forget—other con-
tributieons to the furnishing Tund are siill being @c-
cepted and are needed.

WHY USE THE COURTS FURTHER?

“Let us finish the job,” said the Steering Com-
mittee In & statement publigshed in The Litheran
Ambazssador August 20, 1968, The Committes was
speaking in reference to the matter of appealing the
eourt decision in the dispute in First Lutheran Church,
Valley City, M. Dak, in 1963, As the statement title
suggested, the decision ought to be brought before
the MNorth Dakots State Suprems Court, in the
opinion of the Committes,

Thias Steering Committes iz not & committes of
the Association, although the members are members
of AFLC congregations. It came into being out of the
interest which some people had in pursulng the legal
mmifications of the merger of the major portion
of the Luthéran Free Church with the Amerlcan Lu-
theran Church in 1963, Since the declsion in the
Valley City case was rendered several years ago the
Committes has douobtless long bean pondering the
move |t now proposes. In fact, we had thought the
decision had long since been appesled.
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The statement “Let Us Finish the Job™ does not
spell out what aciion is asked of Association mem-
bers although It seems, generally, to be a call for moral
suppart and epcouragement. Contributions are not
reked bat they are lkely welcoma, The statement's
title is ambiguous because the Committes can make
the appeal to the State Supreme Court any time it
wishes to do so, the Association hersell not belng
directly involved in the case.

It goes without saying that some people in the
Association would fike to ses the Yalley City decision
appealed to the high court. Certainly we can appre-
cigte the desire to have a legal point tested at évery
lavel of the judicial process. Others, we think a
majority, are conient to [et matters rest where they
are, Mot necessariiy becauge they agree with the de-
cisions rendered but because they do not see any
point in continuing afong this path and they fear
that healing wounds wiil be irritated again to no
one’s good. And even though the Association wouldn't
be officially connected with an appeal, if one were
made it would be thought of as church-sponsored,

We are pot In favor of an appeal., We doubt that
there are many legacies and estates tied up on the
quesiion of who shall be the lewful recipient, the
AFLC or the ALC. Since 196364 there has been
ample time for all testators to change their wills
to make the Association thelr beneflciary, If that is
their choice,

God has given us & goodly fellowship. Blessings
greater than dreamed possible have been ours, Who
would have missed the excitement and challenge of
the past five years? The Association has what she
needs and God will provide the comtinuing needs,
An appeal to the Morth Dakota State Supreme Court
could do litle now, we think, for either odur Groce
Lutheran Church In Valley City or the Association of
Free Lutheran Congregations as a fellowship.

But the pages of the Ambassader are open for
expressions of opinion pro and con on the subject

The following editorinl was writlen before It
was learned that Billy Graham would appear on the
program of the Democratle Mational Conventiom as
he had on the Republican Convention. But the gen-
eral theme of the editorial still holds true and we
publish it as originally written,

BILLY GRAHAM AND POLITICS

The Luthercn Ambossador endorses the work of
Billy Graham, not all methods employed without ex-
ception or all statements, but his evangelistic outreach
in our time. His worlk has been supported editorlally
on more than one occasion, God has used this man
in our time in & significant way,

Ar one of America’s best known and most ad-
mired men, it is patural that his opinion on any
subject is desired by many. There are those who
would draw him out particularly in the feld of
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politics. Endorsement by him would be worth not
an inconziderable number of votes In any alection.

Also, a8 a prophet |n our (fme, he comes very
close sometimes to elevating one political figure here
or judging amother one there as he discusses the
events Of our day and their mening.

Perhaps in the latter role, as prophet, there is
some justification for giving the blessing or withhold-
ing it. But in the office of evangelist we hope that
he will be careful not to choose sides politically
lest his ministry be harmed in any way.

It seems to us that Billy was on shaky ground
in appeering at the recent Republican Mational Con-
ventlon as one of the perticipeting clergymen unlass
he hed alao appeared at the Democratic Convention.
He may have meanl nothing by it, but as & man
im public domsaln hils appearance had the natore of
endorsement and we don't know I that Iz the wize
thing for him to do,

We come from the school of thought which says
that it is best for clergymen to refrain from partisan
politics, He shouldn't be silent on moral issues but
it is better thet his pronouncements be divorced from
partisan politics if at all possible, Perhaps this Is &
price that one in the ministry has to pay. He may
suraly be registered as the wvoter of a certain party
but it is bast to play thiz down as much ag possible,

The reason for all of this, of course, I8 that many
people teke thelr politics very seriously, If their

pastor or gpiritunl leader takes & wvocal position
different from their own it may deive an unnecas-
sary wedpe betwesn them. Furtheemore, if the pastor
takes a position favoring one candidate as against
another publicly, he may wunconsclously, or oon-
aclously, give the impression that he has the mind of
the Lord in the matter when, in fact, he may not
have it any more than someéone who chotses another
office-seeker to supporl

Therefore, we are unmoved and sometimes & little
irked when we receive meail from fellow clergymen
telling why they are for one candidate or another,
egpacially if sald candidate is not our own selectlon.
They are entitled to thelr cholce as we are (0 ours,
but the actual work of politics should better be left
to the laymen. Maturcally, it i5 our hope that some
of themm, at least, will be motivated by Christian prin-
ciples and Faith,

And for Billy Graham, we believe it is best for
him to be wvery careful in the matter of politics.
Hiz calling is evangellsrn and we don'i want that
minlstry harmed in any way,

By the way, his praver at the close of the con-
vention wis a very fine one and more evangelical
then most you will hear abt such occasiong It was
non-partisan, too, snd that is to his credit. On the
whole, the prayers of clergymen at palitical conven-
tione and rallies leawe much to be desired, but that
is a tople in itself.

Ten Easy Rules

to belleve the world owes him a living.

pa

HOW TO RAISE A DELINQUENT

1. Begin at Infancy to give the child everything he wants. In this way ha will grow up
When he picks up bad words, laough st him. This will make him think he's cute,

Mever give him any spiritual training, Wait until he is 21 and then let him “decide for

himsedf,™

Pick up everything he leaves lying around—books, shoes, clothing. Do everything for him

o that he will be experienced in throwing all responsibility on others.

Quarral frequently in his presence. In this way he will not bo too shocked when the home

ia brolen later.

, Give a child all the spending money he wants, Maver let him eamm his own, Why should

he have things as tough as you had them?

. Satlsfy hiz every eraving for food, drink and comfort Denial may lead to harmful frus-

trations.

B, Take 'EIE part against neighbors, teachers, policemen, They are all prejudiced against
vour ¢hild.

8, When he gets into trouble, apologize for yourself by saying, "I never could do anything
with him."

10, Prepare for a life of grief. You are bound to have it

- S~ TR

{Prepared by the Police Department of Houston, Texas)
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CONCLUSIOM

Danle]l was teken into exile with his people, but he did not Torget
his Lord God. He was not ashamed of his God though he wes in
the midst of a people who knew not God, He looked to his God for

every need and help, and his God never forscok him.

Daniel stayed true to his convictions even though severely ried
in 20 dolng, Daniel could have escaped the lions' den, if he had just
moved over a llttle from In front of the open window when he prayed.
But if he h:ad done that it 8 doobtful If God would still have hesrd
his prayer and Daniel would have lost his witness to those who lknew
that he was a praying man. Daniel, like Joseph, remained true to his
God no matter what the cost to self, They both refused 0 compromise

with the world even a litte bit. In tum God greatly blessed and honored

them.

Satan and the world (s well as our own flesh) often do not ask
us to compromise wvery much ln our convictions, just enough so that
we will lose our effectiveness as a Christan witness, It doesn't tahe
much of a compromise with Satan, the world and our own flesh belors

we are out of towch with God.

Satan i3 8o very subtle, Beware of hiz subtleness,

OLD TESTAMENT BIBLE HISTORY OQUESTIONS

Lesson Ten (ctober 1968

INTRODUCTION

Our lesson today is on Daniel. We now move from the period
of the Kings into the exile period, which is the first part of the last (or
sixth) major time period in the Old Testamant.

It iz not quite 600 wears before Christ It is about 3600 years
after Adam.

The tme line almost fades out heee in the Bikle. However, at this
tiese man dewvized an accurate system whersbhy he kept track of tlme,

From this time on the records and dates of history are qulte dependable,
It seems that when man began to keep track of time, then God turned
this job over to man. God is like that, God Jikes o work with man
if and when He can, We do have some prophecies in the Bible that
prophesy the length of time of the exile {eg. Jer. 35001 We also



have Daniels prophecy of the seventy-wesk years In the book of

Daniel, which takes us to the tme of Chrisl,

Cur last lesson was on Hezekiah, one of the podiy kings of Judah.
Since Hezckiah's time, Judah went down, down spiritually. The kings
of Judah did not serve the Lord God. Because of sin and wunrighteous-
nags God permitted s heathen nation (Bobylon) under a heathen King
(Hebuchadnezzar) to conguer Judsh, However, God did not let these
people become entirely lost, as happened to the ten northern tribes,
A remnant of {hess people were taken inte Bobylon and here they were
allowed (o live, prosper and preserve their identity, They were even
permitied to bo ropresented im the povernment, as in the case of
Daniel, They were in exile but not enslaved as had been the case in
Egvpt. God was with them. We can also be sure that there wes a
reason why God prospered them now, even as an enslaved people, when
He did not previously prosper them as an independent natlon. These
people had learned their lesson. While independent they served heathen
gods and lived in their sin, Now they again remembered their Lord God.

What a lessom for us! We may look 0 our government or some
orgenized proup to prosper us. But we nesd to remember that God
iz the one who gives and takes. He is also a God who can, if He aso
wills, give prosperity within adverse situations,

Sometimes when everything sesms very hopeless God can again
restore life and hope when there is repentance and turning back to
God, Sometlmes It lsn't untl man becomes desperate and all hope
is seemingly lost, that man will again look to God who is his only hope.

(Damiel 1, 2, 5 and &)

1. How did Daniel happen to be In King Mebuchadnezzar's court?
2, What were the new names given to Daniel's friends? (1:7)

3. What problem did Daniel and his friends face in King MNebuchad-
nezzar's court?

4. What is the similarity betweon this problem and the problem that
Christian young people face today?

5, What stand did Daniel taks?
G. To whom was Daniel most loyal even though a slaya?
7. How did God bless Dantel and his friends? (1:17)

B, What problem did King Nebochadnezzar face in chapler two of
Draniad?

8. Who was not able to help the king?

1, What made it very difficult for anyone to help the king? (2:3)

11. What request did Daniel make so he would be able to help the
king? (2:16)

12, What did Daniel then ask his thres friends to do?

13 How did God help Daniel to help the king?

14, According (o chapter 6, who is now king?

15, What grest power or kingdom did this king represent? (5:31)

16. Who plotied against Danisl?

I7. What did they do?

IE, What courage did Daniel manifest?

19. How did the king feel about Daniel being thrown into the lions' den?

20, Why waa the king powerless to help Daniel? (6:12)

21, What decres did the king make to all the people according to
Danie] 630277



THE WIDOW OF ZAREPHATH

Mrs. Jay Erickson
Radeliffe, Town

The story of the Widow of
Zarephath found in I Kings 17 is
indeed a hlessed one of & woman
who revealed a faith which stood
the test, The seiting is one of na-
tomil depression, no doubt broughl
about by Israel rejecting the mercy
of God and inviting judgment. In
spite of dopressing clrcumstances,
we find the Lord caring for Hils
own in the midst of a hopeless
situstion. The Lord does not spare
his own from testings of faith,
but shows them his miracle-work-
ing power and mercy.

It is mot possible for those of
us who have never faced starva-
tion to rezlize what It would be
like to have food enough to eat for
one more meal amd then face star-
vatlon and death, This s the des-
perate situation of the whidow and
her only son. In eddition, God
sendls Elifah to this widow and he
asks her for water and food. What
a time for hospitality!

In 1851, while having evangalis-
tic meetings in Pastor Mordslatten®s
parish in “Wisconsin, we wers
caught in a flagh flood and nearly
drowned. All of our earthly pos-
sessions (a car and truiler house)
were under waler for three days
and almost everything was ruined.
Ag we sat on a hillside watching
the mad, rushing waters, without
&vén a looth brush to call our own,
w learned to know God In a new
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and wonderful way, He alsc pave
us o new sense  of valopes—the
fleetingness of earthly possessions
and the importance of laboring for
the salvation of eternal souls. This
was 8 difficuli experience at the
time, but since then, during times
of testing, we have remembered
how the Lord undertook and
showed us His miracle-working
power when we had come to the
end of ourselves. He proved true
io His Word, “l will never leave
thee nor forsake thee'" How trus
this Is of salvation too—not until
we have seen that we have nothing
and can do nothing to save our-
gelves are we willing to rely en-
tirely on God's mercy and trust
solely in the wounds of Jesus, The
same applies In victory over temp-
tations— In our own strength there
iz fallure, but in making use of the
unfailing resources of Christ there
is victory,

This widow obeyed Elijah be-
cause it was God's command, How
God desires obadience in the lives
of His children! When we learn
o obey Him, He gives the grace
and strength to do the task set
before us, God's Word was reli-
able, as it abways is, and the flour
and @il in har cupboard were con-
tinually refilled theough God's
miraculous power alone Abrabam
was paked by the Lord to go inlo
a8 strange country and he, too,
obeyved, not counting the cost, not
knowing where he was going, and
God bleszed him abundantly!

The widow of Zarephath experi-

encad the power and provision of
God in daily bread and now the
Lord was preparing her for an even
greater test of faith. Her only son
who had been so0  marvelowsly
saved from siarvatlon now became
ill and died in his mother's arms,
Knowing Elijalh was a man of Gad,
she went o him for help, She won-
dered if God was punishing her for
soma past sins. We do not know
what the purposc was, but any-
thing that causes us to confess and
deal with secret sins Is good for
us. The death of her son was not
punishment from God, however,
but God"s way of strengthening and
increasing har faith. God restored
the boy to life through Elijeh and
geein revealed Himself as & God of
love and mercy. This widow had
made a good beginning of [faith,
but this is not enough; there must
be a dally renewal and a growing
in grace, I is neéceéssary to begin
ko "live the new life" with God,
but wa must daily give ourselves
anew to Him, deal with sin, and
follow Hiz leading in the way wea
spend our time, talents and trea-
sures, When this widow looked at
her son, risen from the dead, she,
too, hid experienced God in 8 new
way!

Thera are many testings that
come in the life of a bellever, May
we bend our knees to God when
they come and beware of Satan
causing us to becomo hitter and
tose this most precious faith. T re-
member A dear lady who was told
by tha doctor that she had cancer
and only & few weeks o live. Upon
hearing this news she said, 1 am
lsoking forward to that great day
when T shall see my Savior face
to face,” She continued to live
jyously those last few weeks and
was a real testimony in the com-
munity of victory In Christ, even
in the face of death.

The Psalmist says, "“One hing
have 1 desired of the Losd. . that
[ may dwell in the house of the
Lord all the days of my life” In
our world of uncertainty and chaos
this tog has become my eamnest
pracver—ong thing [ desire—to have
my mname written in the Lamb's
book of life, to live in close fel-
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lowship with my Savior, snd be
ready to fmeet the Lord when He
comes. What else iz really impor-
tant?

Take the world, but give me Jesus,
Sweetest comfort of my soul;
With my Savier watching o'er me,
I can sing though billows roll.

Take the world, but give me Jesus,

Let me view His constant smile;

Than throwghout my pilgrim jour-
ney

Light will cheer me all the while.

Teke the world, but give me Jesus,
In Hisz cross my trust shall be;
Till, with clearer, brighter vislon,
Face to face my Lord 1 see,
Fanny I, Croshy

WEST COAST DISTRICT WMF
RALLY MET AT ASTORIA

The West Coast WMF met at
Bethany Lutheran Church, Astoris,
Oregon, on May 7 and B, 1968,
The theme for our spring rally
was "Abiding with Christ" from
Lule 24: 20, Mrs. Hilmer Melseth,
president, opened the mesting, and
the hymn "We Would Sec Jesus"
was sung. For devotions, Pastor
Francig Monseth of Everstt pesd
from John 15 and led in prayer.
Mrs, Chris Thompson of Astoria
fed the Memorial Service in mem-
ory of Mrs. Alvin Grothe and
placed & bouquet of flowers on
the altar in her memory, Mrs. Rob-
ert Rlath of Kirkland plaved “It's
Mot An Easy Rond” and “"Beyond
the Sunset” on her marimba,

"Christ for the World We Sing"
wis sung by the awdience befors
the message which was brooght
by Pastor Richard Snipstead of
Ferndale, He based his messags,
“Abiding Fellowship With Jesus,"
on Luloe 24: 13,

The Astorin choir sang “Rejoice
and Sing." After the cloging hymn,
“Abide With Ms,"" Pastor Ray
Persson closed the meeting with
prayer and the benediction.

The May 8 meeting opened with
the audience singing "Hark, the
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Viodce of Jesus Calling” and
“Beautiful Savior," For devotions,
Pastor Robert Rieth of Kirkland
read Pealm 31 and prayed,

The reports of the secretary,
treasurer, and various commitiees
ware read and approved, a5 wis
the report of the nomdnating come=
mittee, Mrs. Robert Rleth was
elected president and Mrs. Lester
Hanson of Ferndale was elected
Ereasurer,

Pasior Snipstead played portions
of the tape sent to the WMF by
the Dynnesons in which they used
the taps recorder and guitar sent
to them by the West Coast District.
Mrs. Ray Persson led the prayer
session and the pastors” wives
quartat =ang “Amazing Grace"
The Bible study was led by Mis
Minni¢ Lande of Everstt; this was
based on Iseiah 2,

A motion was passed that the
offerings of £181.78 be divided—
one half to the dormitory furnlsh-
ings and one half to foreign mis-
sions.

Mrs. Melseth conducted the in
stallation for the now officers and
Mrs. Richard Snipstead closed the
meeling with prayer.

—DMrs. Donald Melson, Secretary

MO. SYWNOD LUTHERAN HEADS
U.5 EVANGELISM CONGRESS

5t. Louis—(LC)} Dr. Oswald
Hoffmann, speaisr of The Luther-
an Hour, has been mamed chair-
man of the United States Congress
o Evangelism, scheduled to be
held next vear in Minneapolis,
Minmn.

The congress, set for Sept. 8-14,
1969, will bring together some
E.000 Amerlcan religious leaders.
Two of Amerlea’s best known reli-
glous broadessters—Dr, Hoffmann
and Evangelist Billy Graham—will
spark during the seven-day gather-
ing. Dr. Greham is serving as hon-
orary chelrman of the avent.

Dr. Hoffmann said plans for the
congress  developed out of the
World Congresa on  Evangelism
which was held two years ago in
Berlin. He sakd the congress would
be o mépns of moeking *a solld,
demonstrable witness to the cen-
tral fact that persomal faith in Je-
sus Christ is the way of salvation
to all who will believe and receive
Him,"

The Lutheran Hour speaker
noted (hat a recent Gallup Tall has
indlicated 78 per cent of the people

[Contimed on page $6]

Cradle Roll .
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Junior Missions .............,
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My Missionary for a Day

Mon-Budget Recsipts:
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Fehruary 1, 1968 (o July 31, 1868
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B15,000.00  %5,175.42
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1,482.88

..................... 250
Total Recelpts . . . ¥8,608,62
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CHURCH-WORLD NEWS

LUTHERAN COUMCIL APPOINTS
LAYMAN TO MANAGERIAL
POST

Mew York—(LZ) A levman of
the Americen Lutheran Church
with nearly three decades of ad-
ministrative experience has been
appointed to a newly created posl-
tion of business menaper in the
Lutheran Council in the TUSA.

Assuming the new duties In mid-
July was Mr, Richard W. Stubbe,
Br., forrer lay assistant al Trinlty
Lutheran Church of Alden Terrace
pt Valley Stresm, Long Island, a
5T0-member congregation of  the
AL

D, J. Robert Busche, associals
general secretary of the coopera-
tive agency, in announcing the ap-
pointrment, =said that the position
has bkeen strectured wnder the of-
fice of the council’z general secre-
teriat here.

Ralated to the position are su-
pervisory responsibilities for pur-
chasing prectices and inter-office
services and liaison with organiza-
tions which provide verious ser-
vices 1o the 18-month-old coumcl.

Oher tesks  include the man-
agement of New York office facili-
tiez, peneral oversighi of building
gnd office malntenance In Wash-
ngton, and similar responsibilicles
for office facilitles In Chicago,

Mr. Stubbe studied at Shelton
Collage, several MNew York area
colleges, and the American Insti-
tute of Benking.

The 53-vear-old levman served
with Chase Manhattan Bank, 1940-
4% an industrial firm in Brooklyn,
MY, 1894445; the Adjutant Gen-
aral branch of the Unlted States
Army, 104546 and a construction
aquipment distelbutor, 19468-60,

He then assumed the sdminis-
trative assistant post at Trinity
church, serving mainly in the fields
of parish edvucation, wvouth, and
ovangelism.

Mr. Stubbe i5 married to the
former Ruth E. Olsen. They have
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rne gon, Richard W, Jr., & com-
mercial  programming specialist
with WABC Televizion here in
Mew York, and regide In nearby
Valley Stream,

RVOG EAST BROADCAST
RECEPTION 15 SAID "GOOD’

Geneva—i{LWF)} Early reports
from Jepan indlcate that reception
of newly inavgurated Chinese-
fanguage brosdcasts by Radio
Voice of the Gospel “ought to he
good"” in mainland Ching and other
parts of the Far East, the peneral
director of the Ethlopla-tased sta-
tion s2id hera.

D, Slpurd Aske, head of the Lu-
theran World Federatlon Depart-
ment of World Mission as well as
the LWF Broadessting Service, sald
monitoring stations in Japan have
reported that reception of broad-
casts started regulacly in mid-Tung
from RVOG at Addis Ababa has
ranged from “excellent™ to "pood™
with occasional interferemce.'

The powerful, LWF-operated
ecuimenical statlon i beaming half-
hour programs dally to the Far East
which consist of =elected Bible
resichings in Mandarin and Chinesa
musical numbers, The programs
meay b heard from 12:30 to 1 pm,,
GMT, on the 1G-meter shortwave
band.

"“We have not received any re-
portas from mainland Ching," Dr.
Agke gald, “but all indicetions tell
ug that receptlon ought to be
good. "

EMPLOYMENT OFFERS HELD BY
HONG KONG GRADUATES

Hong Kong—(LWF) Firm em-
ployment offers were held by soms
70 par cent of 485 young men and
women graduated here at the end
of July from the Kwun Tong V-
catlonal Training Centre operated
by thae Department of Waorld Ser-
vice of the Lutheran World Fed-
erntion,

Tncluded among the graduates of
the one-year courses in commerce,
hotel serviees, tallorlng. photo-
graphy, technical trades and watch
repairing were 31 handicapped stu-
dents and several young men on
pollce probation.

Since the centme's official open-
ing in May 1965, somo 1,0 stu-
dents have completed one-year
coursas in n variety of vocatioms.

Aggisting the Centra in the task
of job placement heave heen the
local  employment service, the
Hong Kong Government labor de-
partment, the employment assist-
ance department of the Hong Kong
Council of Social Servico and sev-
eral employers who visited the in-
stitution during the wvear.

ALL THAT 1 WAS, MY SIN,
MY GUILT

All that 1 was, my sin. my guilt,
My death, was all my own;
All that T am, 1 owe to Thee,

My gracious God, alone.

The evil of my Tormer state
Was mine, and only ming
The pood in which T now rEgoice
Is Thine, and only Thine.

The darkness of my former state,
The bondage, all was mine;
The light of life In which I wallk,

The liberty, is Thine

Thy grace first made me feel my
5in,
It taught me to helieve,
Then, in balieving, pesce 1 found,
And now I live, T live.

All that I am, a'sn here on earth,
All that I hope to ba
When Jesuz comes, and glory
dawns,
T owe it, Lord, to Thee.
Horatine Bonar

(from The Hypenal)
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[Conmtinued from page §4]

i the United Stiates helieve thai
marals in this country are declin-
ing.

"We are sesking a more urgent
declaration of the Gospel to our
generation and re-establishment of
the original steategy for universal
evangelism—ihe wiihessinpg
church,” he said. "We will seek
again bo challenge all belisvers in
Jesuz Christ to declare boldly their
faith im the risen Lord

"Our churches and their mem-
bers need to be challenged strongly
to proclaim a prophetlc message
that will stimulaie Christiangs to
mount a vigorous attack upon the
Satanic forces which prodice mis-
ery, Inequity, emptiness and all
other evils in our society. Our goal
is to lifi both the spiritual and tem-
poril burdens of man. We are pray-
ing for a spiritual awakening with-
in the church, and we shall plan
and work for it"

A committes of 100 Minnesota

minlaters amd laymen, including
Gov. Harold LeVander, a member
of the Lutheran Church in Ameri-
ci, was responsible for inviting the
congress to Minneapalis.

Dr. Hoffmann hes been the
gpeakar on The Lutheran Hour for
13 weers. The broadcast, sponsored
bw the Lutheran Laymen's League,
is heard in more than 125 lands and
broadcest in more than 35 lan-
guages. It has an estimated weekly
liztening audlence of 30 million
people, It will begin its 36th broad-
cast season on Sept. 22,

Dr. Hoffmann received  his
Bachelor of Divinity degree from
the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod's Concordia Seminary here
and a ‘Master of Arts degree from
the Univerzity of Minnesota. Hea
was awarded an honorary Doctor
of Divinity degree from Concordia
Seminary and an honorary Doctor
of Lews degres from Walparaiso
(Indiana) University. Prior to his
eppointment a8 Lutheran Hour
gpeaker he wes director of public
relations for the Mizaourl Synod.
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