
Vol. 5 September 5, 1967 No. 17 

I LUTHERAN 



r -

SUNDAY 

Matthew 12: 1-8 

What do we do on Sunday? It is 
on this day that we farmers d o 
not have to go out into the fields 
and labor all day long under the hot 
su n. It is on Sunday that we bus i
nessmen do nOt have to go down 
town and open our shops. It is 011 
Sunday that we ca n dea n up, shave 
and put on ou r new suits. It is on 
Sunday that we ca n sleep un ti l 
high noon. It is on Sunday that the 
fish bite the best of all and we 
never have a ny trouble ca tch ing 
ou r limit. It is Sunda y morn ing th a t 
mother is hust ling and bust l ing 
around in the kitchen to get that 
picn ic dinner packed. It is on Sun 
day we take out OUf new polished 
a utomobile a nd call o n our d ista nt 
friends and rela tives. 

Sunday-the day o f all the week 
the best. Life certai n ly would be 
drab, life certainly would be lon ely 
if we did not make Su nday d ifferent 
from the rest o f the days in the 
week. 

J ust think of it, friends, isn't it 
a blessing tha t we have such a 
day and we can do all these th ings? 
But waiLa minut e, fr iends ! Is tha t 
the sense in wh ich God gave us 
this day? We who ca ll ou rselves 
Chr istians, do we keep th is day 
a pa rt from the res t of the week 

AccordiNg to tlte Word 
in such a fash ion? If we do we must 
aga in examine God's Word and see 
what He tells us a bout this day, 
"uf a ll the week th tl best." 

The Lord's Da y as a day of rest 
is a g ift o f God, just like every 
other good th ing He has given us 
to e njoy, and as such it is to be 
used in Hi s service and His praise. 
But the world does not set the 
Lo rd's Day apart for such a pur
pose. The Psalmist says, "The brook 
does. the birds sing to him, and the 
tree tops whisper h is g lory." But 
the world doesn't even feel grate
fu l to God. Again the Psa lmi s t says, 
"T he fl oods clap their hands, and 
the moun tains a nd the hills break 
fo rth in to singi ng, ami a ll the trees 
of the field clap their hands." 

So we see that Sunday should 
be set apart for worsh ip. The Lord 
gave us this day tha t we should 
cease from our o rdinary labors and 
seek rest and recrea tion in Him. 
But what do you see on the Lord's 
Day on world street? Why are the 
buses so crowded on a n ice Sun 
day morning? where a re the long 
line of automobiles going? why 
the extra number of trains on Sun
day? why do the parks and play
grounds make spec ia l arra ngement s 
o n Sunday? It is the world spend
ing Sunday, that is aU, the world 
spend ing Sunday. Not, however, to 
hear and learn God 's Word , no t 
to praise God a nd b less the Most 

High , but to have a good time, 
a jo lly good ti me. 

Yes, that is th e way the world 
is keep ing Sunday, a nd it is heing 
noticed in our chu rches. It is be
coming more and more di ff icult 
to fi ll ou r churches. Some o f the 
folks blame these earth ly conven i
ences, some blame the war; but 
they a re not to b lame. 

It is true a ll these make it hard 
to set the Lo rd's Day apart from 
the rest of the week for worship. 
Bu t wha t do you do when you 
have a harder task tha n usua l to 
perform? You sim ply add more 
energy, more will power. So if the 
Chr istian will only set hi s face 
toward the House of God , on that 
day set apart for worship, then 
he w ill be o n the r ight track. Re
member the darker the surround
ings the brighter you r ligh t will 
shine if you follow in the way of 
the Lo rd . 

$0, dear friends. rest fr om you r 
labors is not enougb, or is it enough 
si mply to come away from the 
worldly amusements a nd pleasu re 
seek ing-we ca n d o a ll tha t and s till 
not keep the day holy. To res t in 
God means to Ilnd peace and sa t
isfact ion and spiri tual refreshm ent 
in God 's love and mercy, in Hi s 
goodness, w isdom and power. to 
hold God 's Word sacred a nd g lad ly 
hea r and learn it. 

- G. H. Spletstoeser 
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Ludvig Hope 

"Be not deceived; God is not 
mocked. For whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap. 
For he that soweth unto his own 
flesh shall of the flesh feap corrup
tion; but he that soweth unto the 
Spirit shall of the Spirit f eap eter
nal life. And let us not be weary in 
well-doing; for in due season we 
shall reap, if we faint not" (Gal. 
6: 7-9). 

There is a comforting promise 
for the people of God in these 
words; but there is also a warning 
of responsibility and judgment to 
all men. 

No one is relieved of the respon 
sibi lity by refusing to do anything 
either good or bad. Whether we 
want to or not, we are all sowers 
that scatter handfu ls of seed in the 
large field of life, If the man is 
good, he will scatter good seed : but 
if he is wicked, the seed will also 
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be so. We ourselves, as weil as 
others, reap the results of our sow
ing. 

The most notorious thief in pris
on today possibly began his career 
of stealing by taking cookies from 
his mother's pant ry. The sinfu l seed 
of thievery grew until he became a 
reckless robber. 

This inexorable law is operative 
in all areas of life, He who begins 
to use fo u l words will soon have his 
mouth full of profanity and ob
scenity. Before long he will be a 
slave to habit and wil! not even be 
aware of his filthy speech. If a man 
reads nothing but lewd novels and 
licentious li terature, he wil l become 
a part of what he reads. Loose 
speech and vile reading result in im
moral liv ing. The first glass of 
liquor was t he seed that developed 
into drunkenness. He who loiters 
on the street corner to stare at the 
immoral woman is standing on the 
brink of a grave; unless he hastens 
away he will soon be lying in it. 

When I was a boy r heard much 
corrupt ta lk. These words have fo l
lowed me until today and wi ll prob
ably do so unti l my dying day. r 
may think r have forgotten them 
completely; then all at once they 
bob up into my conscious mind. 
They even dart into my quiet mo
ments in the prayer chamber when 
J in a special way want to be alone 
with God . 

Where does all this wickedness 
reside in us all the whi le it seems 
to have vanished? Alas, it is lodged 
in the soul; without warning it 
comes to the surface and tempts us 
to sin. Our soul is a marvelous 
mechanism. It is like a recording 
machine which catches every sound . 
Every experience we have is in
eradicably inscribed on the sensi
tive receptor of the soul. Years 
later the "music" is played back to 
us; at times it is played in the pres
ence of others, and thus it is in
scribed on their souls also. 

It is a serious matter to be a 
human being. 

Tremendous powers are con
cealed in the waterfall; where has 
it all come from? It has been made 
by the water which drop by drop 

has fallen from the sky. 
Our life is made up of "drops" 

which have been "dripping" into 
our soul, one by one. In time they 
become a powerful force for good 
or evil. "Whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap." 

If we look at li fe in city and 
country we see the same law at 
work. The strongest of the young 
people sets the pace for the others; 
the rest will become as he is. The 
leaders set the example, and the 
others follow. Examples are conta 
gious; there is a great truth in the 
old adage, "Tell me who your 
friends are, and J will tell you what 
you are." The Bible puts it this 
way, "Whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap." 

If all those people who live their 
lives in sin and godlessness would 
consider this truth seriously, they 
would surely begin to feel some of 
the responsibility that is theirs . 
Perhaps it might even lead them to 
repentance and a new life. 

We have more than a reminder 
of responsibility in our text; it also 
contains words of comfort. The 
comfort is that if we persevere in 
good work we shall reap frui t. It is 
not only evil which grows; God 
has promised that the good shall 
bear fruit in us and through us. 

You Christian fathers and moth
ers, you who try as best you can to 
make the way of salvation plain to 
your children: You have a right to 
cla im the promise that your work 
shall bear fru it and that your chil
dren shall be saved. You Christian 
teachers. you who labor day after 
day in the classroom among seem
ingly unresponsive children: Be 
confident that your work shaH not 
be in vain; you shall also reap . 

For that matter, there is no limit 
to the promise. Any Christian who 
seeks to serve God has a right to 
claim the promise. He may be a 
parent, teacher, preacher, mission
ary or servant in any legitimate 
position in life. The two most lia ble 
to lose courage are a preacher 
whose preaching seems to have no 

[ Confirmed on page 11] 
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I HAVE A 
QUESTION 

Wha t is meant by "from faith 
10 faith" in Romans 1:17? 

Luther said it mea ns from a weak 
faith to a strong faith. Faith is a 
I1ving thi ng and grows. In this sense 
the verse is similar to the state. 
ment of the psalmist, "They go 
from strength to strength," Psalm 
84:7. This meaning cer tainly makes 
sense, and is true. Fai th ough t al
ways to increase as we walk wi th 
God. 

The writer had occasion some 
years ago to hear a lecture by Mar
cus Barth, son of the well-known 
Karl Barth , on the first chapter of 
Romans. He explained the verse 
as meaning " from the faithfulness 
of God to the faith of man." The 
righ teousness of God is revealed 
from faith to faith. God, the author 
and finisher of our faith, is faith
ful. We can depend on the promise 
He has give n; He has promised 
eternal life to all who believe. 
Righteous ness has its begi nning in 
Him, and He reveals it to all who 
believe. It is also He who gives 
fai th to the believer. 

The latter poin t of view seems 
to us to give th e deeper meaning of 
the s tatemen t; and it does not ne
gate the meaning of Luther's view. 
Compare Romans 3:21-26; this is 
really an exposition of 1:7. 

What is the meaning of "the 
spirit of prophecy" in Revelation 
19:1O? "For the testimony of Jesus 
is the spirit of prophecy." 

To prophesy means to foretell 
and to forth tell, with th e weight 
fa lling on the latter word . Even 
for the prophets of the Old Testa
ment the burden of their prophesy
ing was expound ing and applying 
the Word of God to the people 
rather than pred ic ting. They d id 
both. The New Testament speaks 

Page Fou.r 

of a gift of prophesying wh ich was 
given to certain people. It was es
peciolly used in the early Church 
before the New Testament Scrip
tures were completed. They were 
given parts of the truth to te pro
claimed to the people. It was, in 
a sense, a substitute for the New 
Testament revelations. In part it 
was also predictive. When the New 
Testament had been given, revela
tion was complete, and there was 
no need for individual and tempor
a ry revela tions, Th ere was now 
need for "revelations in the truth" 
a lready given. Certain Ch ristians 
seem to have a gi ft of find ing old 
and new truths in the Word of 
God , This gift may be thought of as 
the spiri t of prophecy. 

But it seems to us that in Revel
ation 19: 10 there is another mean
ing. The testimony of Jesus-all 
He sa id, and all that is sa id of Him 
in Scriptures-is the spirit of 
prophecy. Th is is the core and cen
ter of all prophetic utterances. John 
claimed to have the testimony of 
Jesus, and this testimony was the 
very center of revelation. John 
himself cou ld not receive worsh ip
even as a prophet-but he had pro
claimed the testimony of Jesus: 
this was the gist of his message. 

Compare the reading of this 
verse in Norwegian. 

Did the Jews consider a part of 
a day as a whole day? 

A day was from sunset to sunset, 
24 hours. But the light pa rt of this 
period was also call ed day in con
tradisti nction to night; it was 
roughly 12 hou rs, and was thus 
only a part of a day. Very often the 
word day had an extended mean
ing, covering a longer period of 
time; as such it was sim ilar to what 
we mean when we say, "In my day 
things were different." 

The question is if the Jews ever 
thought of a shorter period of time 
-say 4 hou rs-as a complete day. 
There is an interesting incident in 
the use of the word in a somewhat 
lega l sense; here a shor ter period 
was considered as a full day. The 
Sabbath was from dusk to dusk. 
For the first hal f of the period the 
people naturally rested; and they 
were not supposed to do any kind 
of work in the other half ei ther. 
This incl uded walking fanher than 
a prcscribed distance, something 
like a mile and a half-which was 
known as a "Sabbath day's jour
ney"; anything more than tha t was 
work. But they had a way of getti ng 
around it. If a person suddenly de
cided at nine o'clock in the morn
ning that he wanted to visit a 
neighbor who lived three miles 
away, he could do it. He would 
simply take lunch along; after he 
had walked the prescribed distance 
he would sit dawn and eat his sup
per. Everybody knows that the day 
is over when supper is eaten. The 
Sabbath day could be over in the 
midd le of the forenoon. Casuistry, 
you say. But it indicates that in the 
thinking of the Jews of that day, a 
part of a day could be considered 
as a whole day. 

NOTICE 

OccaSiona lly, through an 
error in mailing, you may mi ss 
an issue or two of the Am· 
bassador. When you are certain 
that you have missed an issue 
and vour subscription is still in 
forc~, please write our office 
for the missing number and 
it will be furnished free of 
charge. 

Should you continue to miss 
copies of the Ambassador, 
write and ask that an inquiry 
be made as to the reason. 

Address all inquiries anri re
quests regarding subscriptions 
and mai li ng to: 

The Lutheran Ambassador 
3110 E. Medicine Lake Blvd. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 55427 
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The pastor continued , "In my 
spirit I can just see the robber as he 
approaches the judgment seat of 
Christ (JI Cor. 5:10). 'Dear Jesus, 
you know I was saved just a short 
whil e before you died for me and 
before [ died there on the cross. r 
did not have any opportunity to do 
anything for you who have done so 
much for me. , am so sorry for 
this.' " 

J Corin thia ns 4:5 

"Praise of God:' 

How different that wil! be from 
the praise of man! 

He does not appraise or judge 
after the outward appearance, bUl 
after what goes on in our innermost 
being. Thoughts and motives are 
weighed on divine scales. 

A pastor had preached about the 
reward the true Christians will re
ceive after they in a lifetime have 
bullt on the true foundation wi th 
gold, silver and precious stones. 
After the servi ce one of the parish
oners approached the pastor and 
asked: " Wha t do you think about 
the robber who was saved at the 
eleventh hour? He had no opportu
nity to do anything for h is Savior 
that he could get any pra ise or 
rewa rd for, did he?" 

The pastor said, "That's a good 
question. Let us look at that dying 
robber for a moment. There he is 
hanging, nailed to a cross, not able 
to move either hand or foot and 
in excruciating pains. But under 
these awful circumstances he does 
not lose sight of the one on the 
cross in the middle. He does not 
look a t him as a criminal, but as 
a king with a kingdom. Listen to 
h im how he prays: 'Lord, remem
ber me when thou earnest into thy 
kingdom.' Then he turns to the oth
er robber rebuking him for his rail
ing saying: 'Dost thou not fear God, 
seeing thou art in the same condem
nation? And we indeed justly ; for 
we receive the due reward of our 
deeds : but th is man has done noth
ing amiss' (Luke 23 :41-42). Did you 
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notice what this robber did? He 
prayed, he rebuked the other fellow 
for his sins, ami he bore witness of 
his Saviour. Aren' t you amazed that 
he could pray and testify under 
such circumstances? 

"You profess to be a Christian 
and I am sure you have ofte n neg
lected to pray and witness under 
the most favorable circumstances. 
You are far behind this robber. 

"And this saved robber is still 
bearing witn ess." 

Then the pastor said: "It seems 
as if r hear my precious Savior say: 
'Wi!! all of those who have been 
saved by hearing or reading about 
this robber please come forward.' I 
can imagine that thousands upon 
thousands are coming. Then Chris! 
turns to thi s saved robber and says, 
" want to give you this crown of 
rejoicing fo r all th e souls that were 
encouraged by you to come to 
me .' " 

Th en shall every man have pra ise 
of God. 

Yes. even a saved robber. 

Lars Stalsbroten 

NOW IN HARD GOVER 
LUTHER'S SMALL 
CATECHISM EXPLAINED 

BIBLE HISTORY FOR 
HOME AND SCHOOL 

ONLY $1.00 EACH! 

ALSO AVAILABLE 

","" ""-
Workbook for J unior Confirmation Classes $.75 

Workbook for Senior Confinnation Classes $.75 

Order from : 

Postage and handling charges are: 
up to $2 .50 $1O¢; t o $5.00 - 25¢; to 
$7.50 - 40¢; to $10.00 - 55¢; over 
$10.00 - 75¢ 

Payment must accompany orders. 

The Association of Free Lutheran Congrega tions 
31 10 E. Medicine Lake Blvd. 

Minneapolis, Minn. 55427 
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Luther 
League 
Activities 

Edited by Ken Moland 

The word for thi s summer is 
action. The condition of our coun
try has been action-some desirable 
and some und esirable. The word 
for our church has been action. We 
think of the Annual Conference, the 
Bible camps, and the Luther League 
Convention. There has been action. 

If there were an underl yi ng 
theme to the series of articles I 
have written for The Ambassador, I 
suspect it wou ld be action. The 
purpose might be thought of as 
try ing to start a fire under some, if 
not many, Leaguers. 

It has been suggested that there 
can be aclion in the lives of Chris
tians wherever they might find 
themselves. We have an opportu
nity to get in on action in school, at 
work, and in our social activities. 

Furthermore, it seems that youth 
desire to have "something to do ." 
I have suggested that God is anx
ious and willing to accept the 
minutes and hours of your days as 
an offer ing toward the furtherance 
of His kingdom. 

1 believe in all s incerity tha t it 
is here that we will find real action. 
When we are in the army of God, 
there are plenty of things to do. 
In fact, the great commission Christ 
gave us could use all of us each 
minute of every day_ 

I have concentrated mainly on 
our mission to the people immedi
ately around us, since we as youth 
can't go overseas right now. And 
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certainly this is an ever-important 
mission. 

Bu t we as you th are preparing 
ourselves for some full-time occupa
tion. Many of us have some idea of 
what we would like the future \0 
hold for us. And we like \0 think 
that we are heading toward some
thing worthwhile. 

The mission department of our 
church is an all-importan t one. A 
church must be mission minded or 
we tend to question its value. 

Bu t the mission program of the 
Christian body as a whole has had 
some serious questions thrown at 
it in recen t years. Some would like 
to question Foreign Missions in 
their entirety. suggesting that we 
have no right to impose our ways 
and religion on those who seem to 
to be getting along well without us. 

The mission program of our 
ch urch must not dwindle nor shou ld 
it slow down. Therefore the call 
goes out for you to consider what 
God migh t have for you to do. I 
can't call you into missions; neither 
can your pastor or Sunday school 
teacher do so. But we believe tha t 
if we are obedient to our Heavenly 
Fa ther, He will lead us and show 
us wha t He wou ld have us do. 

We pray tha t out of our Bible 
School wi ll corne those who have 
been called by God to service in one 
of our mission fields. There is in
deed no end to the need tha t is 
felt there. 

Somehow we tend to think of 
entering the mission fie ld as includ-

ing sellin g all our joy and happi
ness. But this couldn't be farther 
from the truth. For true joy is found 
in serving Christ as a member of 
His army. We can find real involve
ment, real OPP0rlunities, and real 
ACTION in serving God. 

Yes, we need to witness to those 
di rect ly a round us, but we must 
also remember that there is also a 
need in the fields across the oceans. 
Are we using the ta lents God has 
given us? Or do we plan on rusting 
out as we sit in the pews. I don't 
think we as youth want to waste 
away as we see a world that needs 
us, and furthermore. the Gospel. 

If action is what you a re looking 
for, let me recommend joining 
God's army. There hasn' t been a re
ject yet of those who have come 
humbly desiring to serve. Let's get 
in on the ACTION! 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT 

None are more hopelessly en
slaved than those who falsely be
lieve they are free.-Goethe 

Be not merely good: be good for 
something.-Thoreau 

We first make our habits, and 
then our habits make us.-Dryden 

He that lives to live fore ver, 
never fears dying.-Penn 

Belter shun the bait than struggle 
in lhe snare.-Dryden 

An axe is made sharp by that 
which it loses on the grindstone. 
Christians are made more so by 
the troubles which God permits 
them to pass through. 

For the love of Christ constrai ns 
us, because we are convi nced that 
one has died for a ll ; therefore all 
have died . And He died for all. tha t 
those who live might live no longer 
for themselves but for Him who for 
their sake died and was raised. 
(It Cor. 5:14-15). 
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He Walked With God 

wh ich he received from the WPA. 
He and Grandma Franz had a black 
purse which lhey called "the Lord's 
treasury." Each mon th when the 
WPA check came in , the firs tfru its 
or the tithe or 10 percent of the 
check was placed in the Lord's 
treasury. They never hoarded the 
money in th is treasury bu t gave 
it out to the Lord's work immedi
ately. So the black purse was 
always fla t. My parents were Chris
tians but I had never heard of this 
before-tithe of one' s income to 
the Lord fi rst before other bills were 
paid. Grandpa and Grandma Franz's 
money given to the Lord was al
ways given joyfully as well as sac
rifiCially. Grandpa Franz believed 
that blessings came from JOYFUL, 
SAC RIFICIAL GIV ING. He was li ke 
David of old who said, " I will not 
offer burnt offerings unto th e Lord 
my God which cost me nothing" 
(II Sam. 24:24). Herb and I have 
followed the pattern of Grandpa 
in givi ng the fi rstfruits unla the 
Lord and we have been thrice 
blessed. 

by Mrs, Herbert Franz 
Cloquet, Minnesota 

wish to greet a ll of you in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Ch rist. I 
have enjoyed read ing the women's 
page of The Lulheran Ambassador 
and would pray that the Lord will 
bless th e thoughts I am sharing with 
you in this article. 

T here was a man of God who 
went to his eternal reward on April 
28; th is man was my father-i n-Jaw, 
Isaac Franz, whom I sha ll refer to 
as "Grandpa." Grandpa was a man 
whose life and Ch ristian example 
waS far beyond reproach. not be
cause of anything w hich he had 
done, hut because of what he al 
lowed the lord to do through him. 
Having known him as a neighbor 
all of my life and then more in 
timately as my fathe r-in-law for 
twenty-seven years, I feel qualified 
to write a li ttl e about him . We know 
tha t he would not want to be held 
in grea ter esteem than any o ther 
Chri stian and so we sh all not a t
tempt to do this. 

Gra ndpa'S greatest concern in life 
after his conversion at the age of 
twenty-seven years was to see men 
and women find Chr ist as their very 
own personal Savior. He had this 
same concern at the time of death 
when he was eighty-nine years 
young. I can still hear him ask th is 
question of any person whom he 
would meet, whether tha t person 
be pastor or layman, "Do you know 
the Lord Jesus Christ as your own 
personal Savior?" Of course, those 
who had no living faith in Christ 
many times became very uncom
fortable. Then, on the other hand, 
those who loved the Lord had a 
test imony for the Lord, and Grand 
pa would respond with a smile and 
a warm handshake. Doesn't Peter 
say, "Be ready always to give an 
answer to every man that asketh 
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you a reason of the hope that is in 
you wi th meekness and fear"? ( Pet .. 
3: l5) . I recall how many t imes 
before my conversion I stood guilty 
as he would inquire of me abou t 
my hope in Christ. However, I 
loved Grandpa for the concern he 
had for my sou l. 

It was not diffi cult to tal k to him 
about spiritual things even in my 
lost condit ion, for Grandpa was so 
kind and patient. He had a deeper 
personal conCern for me after I 
married in to his fam ily. One ex
perience stands out in my young 
life very vividly. Herb <lnd I were 
expeclll1g our fi rst child and were 
very happy a t the prospect of ce
com ing parents. Frequently Grand
pa would pray in our presence for 
our expec ted child. He would pray 
that the baby would have a healthy 
body and that everything would go 
well during the t ime of pregnancy 
as well as delivery. I secretly re
sented this as I wa s not a Chris
t ian and foolishly harbored the 
thought that nothing could possibly 
gO wrong with our child . so why 
pray for such a th ing. But Grandpa 
h2.d learned to commit everything 
to the Lord which I had never done 
before in my life. The baby died 
two hours after birth. Needless to 
say, I was heartbroken. However, 
Grandpa's prayers haunted me and 
from tha t moment on Herb and J 
began to think more seriously of 
eternal things-that our lives are 
in God's hands. Th is experience was 
used by God later on as a stepping
stone to faith in Him. 

During the depression our small 
community of Dollar Bay was very 
hard hit economically. Over 90 per
cent of the community was on wel
fare. I remember how Grandpa 
taught us valuable lessons in giv
ing unto the Lord the firstfruits 
of the pay check of $44 a month 

Grandpa spent his last five years 
of his earthly life in a rest home 
where he received very good ca re 
Hnd tender love. He suffered a series 
of s trokes which kept him in bed 
most of the time. Nurses stated 
over and over again that he was 
a very contented pa tien t. Why 
shouldn't he be, for he believed 
God's Word which says . " I have 
learned in whatsoever s tate I am 
therewith to be content" (Phil. 4: 
II ) . Grandpa a lways had a smi le 
on his face for anyone who came 
into the room and he desired tha t 
all who came to see him would 
share God's Word wi th him and 
have a time of prayer toge ther. 
His Bible was very worn, an in
dication that he read it cons tantly. 

I had occasion to visit Grandpa 
the day before he passed on to 
glory. Already God was preparing 
him for his final departure, for there 
was no more smile, no more re
sponse; he was sl owly slipping out 
intO eterni ty. Herb preached at 
Grandpa's fu neral, using as his text 
the verse which truly fitted Grand-
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REFLECTIONS 

Time for read ing, meditation , and 
reflection are becoming more rare 
as the s peed of ou r age in creases. 
Machinery oft en needs "lime out" 
for repairs and likewise our bodies 
need a (;hange of pace for rebuild
ing. spirituall y as well as physi
cally. 

There is it certain ruggedness 
about cam ping out of doors, but 
som ehow livin g in the open a ir 
with only a canvas tent for a roof 
a ffo rds a closeness to God a nd 
His creation that is priceless. In 
the quietness of an eveni ng, watch
ing the bright sky turn pink aga inst 
the background of fluffy white 
clouds, observi ng trim sail boa ts 
ski m over the silvery blue lake, 
we feel a new appreciation of God 's 
handiwork . Later as the darkness 
steals on a nd the camp fi re begins 
to crackle a nd spit in the cool eve
nin g breeze, th e sky seem s endless 
with its myriads of shining stars 
and we wonder why God would 
even wa nt to bother w ith us people 
and our troubles here on earth. 
However, not on ly does He want 
LO bother with us, but through the 
death of Christ on the cross He has 
made a way of sa lvation for each 
one tha t will come to Him in true 
repentance. Moreover, He is in ter
rested in the little details o f each 
life, to encourage each Christian 
to watch and pray and be fai thful 
unto the end . 
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Camping also gives a n opportu
nity to visit new places and meet 
new people. Customs may change: 
clothing styles, foods, and architec
ture may vary from one country 
or s tate to another, but man's heart 
remains the same-lost by nature, 
but restored to lire when the blessed 
Savior comes into that heart. Camp
ing permits one to visit various 
churches in fa r-off communities . 
Sometimes one finds a church with 
a good message and the sou l is 
challenged and blessed . It is more 
common, however, to hear sermons 
these days tha t really jo lt a Chris
tian. Those who uphold modernism. 
deny the deity of Chris t and the 
rea lity of heaven and hell are on 
the increase. It is heartbreaking to 
see firs thand the results of the 
apos tasy, but it a lso causes one to 
a ppreciate, as never before, true 
Biblical preaching and the good old
fashioned Lutheran doctrine. 

At Ex po '67 in Montrea l, the ex
hibit, "Sermons from Sc ien ce," 
gave out daily the message of sa l
vation in many d ifferen t languages, 
thereby offeri ng an opportu nity to 
any seeking soul to find the Savi or 
even at this unique place. The State 
of Israel had an interesting exhibit 
traci ng the history of the Jewish 
people from th e begin ning-how 
they had been dispersed for cen
tu ries, but now since 1948 how they 
are returning to bu ild ci ties, irrigate 
the land for crops, and extract valu
able minerals from the Dead Sea. 

As Isaiah prophesied, 'The desert 
shall blosso m as a rose .. · One slate
ment that particularly impressed 
me was the fact tha t the Jews 
who build homes in foreign coun 
tries a lways lea ve part of their 
home unfinished, as a constant re
minder that they are pilgrims and 
s trangers in this fo reign land and 
are not to sink roots any place 
but in their homeland. Wha t a com
parison to us as Ch r istians who 
find it so easy to s ink roots in 
some comfortable place he re on 
earth, in stead of being ready to go l 
when and where God so directs us. 

Recently a missionary from Af
rica said to me, "The Christians 
in America are trying to build 
their own heaven here on ea rth 
wi th bea utiful homes and every 
comfort life can provide, instead 
of denying self and devoting one's 
t ime and possessions to ex tending 
God's k ingdom." Perhaps this is 
why many tr ibes on ea rth have not 
yet once heard of Jesus and is 
saving g race. Wh at will we say 
at the judgment seat of Christ when 
He asks us, "Wh at did you do with 
your life-have you told anyone 
a bout ME')·' 

The Lord has said, "Ye shall seek 
me a nd find me when ye sha ll 
search for me wi th ALL you r 
heart." A man from India by the 
name of Sundar Singh had searched 
for the way of salva tion many yea rs 
but to no avail. Finally early one 
morning in desperat ion he cr ied 
and prayed. " If the re is a God at 
all, please reveal yourself to me 
and show me the way of sa lvation." 
He expec ted to see Buddha or some 
other Hind u personage, but sud
denly a ligh t of increas ing intensity 
appeared and here s tood the living 
Ch r ist whom he had cou nted as 
dead. Mr. Si ngh continues, "To all 
etern ity I shall never forget His 
glorious loving face, nor the few 
words which He spoke: 'Why do 
you persecute me? See, I have d ied 
on the cross for you a nd for the 
whole world.' These words were 
burned in to my heart as by light-
ning, and I fell to the ground before 
Him. My hea rt was fi lled with in-

[Continued 0/1 fH/g" 16] 
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EDI'f8IMALS 
THE END TIME 

Religious literature in our day is ominously 
silent regarding eschatology; that is, the doctrines 
of Scripture concerning the last things. It is true that 
some considerations are given to death; and when it 
is. it is as the end of man 's present life rather than a 
beginning of eternal life-or the entrance into eternal 
death Psychiatrists and theologians have something to 
say of the preparations for death so as to make the 
fact less formidable to both the person who dies 
and those who are left behind. Much has been learned 
of the physiology of death, and methods have been 
developed to make it a less horrendous experience 
for the person whose life is ebbing out. Not least is 
this true of medications which dull the person into 
insensibility so that he veritably "sleeps away." There 
is. however. the psychological aspect which must be 
considered too. A person may "die a thousand deaths" 
before life actually ceases. Therefore it is beneficial 
to prepare the fearful subject beforehand. Perhaps 
one might say that the "~ilent treatment" is often 
given; that is, the person is not to be told that he 
is going to die soon. Even the best men in the medical 
profession do not know for certain that a man is dying. 
Therefore it is better to nourish the hope that recovery 
is both possible and probable. Think positively, and the 
possible may become a reality. Even when it is known 
that the person is slipping it is thought better that 
the subject concerned be not informed. 

It is not our purpose to discuss the ethics or ad
visability of telling a person that he is dying. We 
have had too little- though some-experience in 
these matters. What we seem to have noted is that 
the emphasis is placed on this present life. It is 
of more importance to ease the person delicately 
out of this life than to sec him safely over on the 
other side. Living and thinking positively is of more 
importance than brooding over the inevitable. There 
is something almost fatalistic about such a point of 
view; it borders on the ancient Stoic attitude of "when 
I am, death is nOt; and when death is, I am not." 
But it is not Christianity; nor is it the spirit of the 
psalmist who cried, "Lord, make me to know my end, 
and the measure of my days." 

Death is not all there is to eschatology, however. 
Scripture puts it so tersely, "It is appointed for men 
once to die, and after that comes judgment." Men die, 
and have died, singly since sin came into the world . 
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But there is a time coming when time shall be no 
more fo r this old world . Chris t is going to return; His 
return is the beginning of the end. Saints and sinners 
shall be separated; the living and the dead shall appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ. This is the one 
great fact of our faith which is still future; all else 
has been completed. The last statements of Articles 
two and three of the Apostles' Creed are before us. 
One would think that Christians would be tremendous
ly interested in this fact at all times. There have been 
waves of interest in eschatology down through church 
history; many fine and false threads of doctrine have 
been spun about this great event. This is not so strange, 
since it is true here too that only "the event will tea ell 
us in its hour" with respect to the details of Christ's 
return. 

Scripture speaks to the point of Christ's return for 
the purpose of keeping Christian on the alert. No 
person will know the hour of Christ's return until it 
happens. Signs have been given, and we are told to 
watch these- not so much for the purpose of knowing 
as to be ready when He comes. He will return after 
such signs as He gave us; but He has not promised to 
return every time we see the signs. Signs have a way 
of recurring, but we are to be on the watch when the 
signs are here. 

Occasion for preaching on the subject is provided 
for in the periscope texts which we use; the last 
Sundays of the Trinity Season have such texts, as do 
also the Advent Season . But at that time of the year 
pastors are so preoccupied with the budget for next 
year and the preparation of the Christmas activities 
in the church. It is imperative that there be sermons 
on stewardship and how to be rightly prepared to 
celebrate Christmas; but sermons on the return of 
Christ, judgment, heaven and hel! are conspicuous 
by their absence in the Lutheran Church today. 
The same is largely true in the other churches 
as weI!. These things ought not so to be. Why is it so? 
The excuse is sometimes given that there have been so 
many false teachings on the subject that pastors do 
not dare to touch it. Shouldn't that be one additional 
reason for preaching the truth as Scripture has revealed 
it and our Confessions presented it? Can it be that 
we no longer really believe much in it? So we concern 
ourselves with matters pertaining to this life; good 
things for that matter, from Sunday school curricu
lums to race relations. But we have become "this
worldly" in our thinking. 

And what about the signs? This is one of them. 
Christ wil! return when no one expects it, thinks about 
it, or talks about it. That is why it will be unexpected. 
He will come in the twinkling of an eye, visibly to the 
whole world at once-beating the satellites which take 
one hour to circle the the globe. Both the Church and 
the church will be here; the first is the body of Christ 
against which the gates of hell shall not prevail, the 
second the organized church. It is a question if there 
will be more than one church when he returns. This 
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one will be characterized by great activity, but a 
paucity of fait h. Few movements si nce the Reformation 
have been so detrimental to fait h as tha t which we ob
serve today in the movement away from the Scriptures. 
Teachers of theo logy emaciate the faith of the stu
dents, and these in tu rn treat the sheep of their 
congrega tions li kewise. The Bible is true in the main; 
but th e details are not to be taken seriously. We know 
of no one whose faith has increased by such preach 
ments. Ch urches can easily un ite if they discard the 
Bible and find tru th in everyday situa lions and experi
ences. A sign is r ising on the horizon. There shall be 
disturbances among the peoples of the world-l ike a 
grea t sea which is in upheavel. The spirit of lawless
ness sha ll be abroad; generation pitched agai nst gener
ation, father aga nist son, youth against age. Natu ral 
<Iffection sha ll give way for the un natural ; seething 
immorality will be the order of the day. 

We repeat: What about the s igns? Shall we preach 
about th e Advent of Chri st this yea r? 

DRINKING REG ULATIONS RELAXED 

Just recently Carleton College of Northfield, Min
nesota, an nou nced its decision to li ft the ban on 
drink ing in the dormitories of the College and at cer
tai n school functions. The ban had been in effect 
during the entire history of the schoo l. There are still 
some restrictions with regard to the age of the inbiber 
and th e place at which drinking is permitted. But the 
decision to lift the ban mark s the end of an era at 
the school. Whether it will be to the advantage of th e 
schoo! and the students remain s to be seen. A prece
dent has been set which may well be followed by other 
schools. 

There may have been reasons for the decision made 
by the school. Many argue tha t the ban against drink
ing in the dormitories is difficult to enforce. Students 
drink, rule or no rule. Law-breaking is encou raged in 
other areas of life if a person develops the habit of 
breaki ng this rule. So it is bener to remove th e 
res triction . 

A restriction remains, however, with respect to 
the age of the students who may drink . How does the 
adm inistration of the school propose to enforce this 
one? Is it not going to be so that there will be more 
under-age s tudents drinking now than if the ban had 
been in effect? The school has given the green light 
to one group of s tudents, but it s t ill expects the others 
to see red. We know enough about the mentality of the 
college stud ent to su rm ise what the reaction will be; 
a person who is old enough to go to college is old 
enough to drink if he so wishes. There may be state 
laws to cons ider; but how long will the state laws 
stand if the colleges encourage violations by lifting the 
ban for a select group with the consequence that 
young people are given a favorable opportunity to 
become law-breakers? 

The ban may have been lifted because there have 
been large-scale violations. We can think of other 
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areas in life where res tric tions remai n and flagrant 
violations occu r. This is in the area of sex mora lity. 
The problem has been aggravated by increased viola
t ions in recent years. One needs not be a prophet to 
predict that the incidences of viola tion will increase 
with the greater disseminat ion of information and 
means to prevent tangible resu lts of illicit relation
shi ps. Pressures come from people of college age for 
greater freedom here. After all. it is a private matter. 
Since violations are becoming increaSingly more com
mon, and enforcement is next to impossible, is it not 
a point of wisdom to remove the res trictions here laso? 
It is psychologically harmfu l to a person to live under 
the shadow of brea king laws; so remove the laws, 
and let the sun shine. How long will it be before the 
colleges will permit the sexes to mingle more fr eely 
and intimately on the coll ege campuses, and even 
make prOvis ions for privacy and convenience? Better 
in ivy-covered coll ege ca mpus bui ldi ngs than in dives 
and dingy hotel rooms . It could be for the upper 
classes to begin with; the under-age students would 
have to conform to Victorian standards for a while 
longer. 

Perha ps the problem should be thrown back in to 
the laps of the home and the church. If young people 
have been righ tly trained here they shou ld develop 
a stami na of character which will enable them to mee t 
difficult situat ions successfully later in life. However, 
both church and home are hampered in their work 
if the colleges set the pace. Present-day homes leave 
much to be desired, and the modern chu rch is fa st 
losing its grip on the young people. What will the 
fu tu re homes and churches be li ke when they are 
made up of people who have learned thei r standards 
a t the college? 

In ou r opin ion, Carleton has taken a step back
wards. No possible good ca n come from its decision, 
and mu ch evil will result. More drinking will be a 
consequence, not less; this in itself is reason enough 
for hold ing to the old standards. There is no reason 
why an institution cannot set its own standards and 
live up to them even if the clients are adu lts. Violaters 
can be dism issed even though many others have been 
guilty without detection. Both schools and students 
suHer in the long run wh en standards are relaxed . Ind i
vidua l freedom consists in chOOSing the school one 
wants to attend. The choice of one school over another 
involves tacit agreement to abide by its rules. When 
a person deliberately and fl agrantly violates the ru les 
he is in effect saying that he no lon ger wishes to re
main there. Schools should then honor his request and 
let him leave. After a ll, he is an adult. He should be 
able to f ind anmher school which is more to his 
liki ng. We can have the ki nds of schools we wish and 
the type of students we desi re if we care enough to 
have high standards, and live by them. Students wi th 
high standards will be drawn to such schools. 
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We are ministers, carrying out the divine commission; but as for 

God, He "giveth the increase." We think about the parable of the sower, 

where we read, "the seed is the word." 

"I planted it," said Paul. Apollos came along and watered it, but 

God made it grow; He gave the increase. It was by the act of God that 

there was first the blade, and then the ear, and then the full corn in the 

ear. 

So here comes the final conclusion- Neither is he that pJanteth 

anything, nor he that watereth; but God giveth the increase, v. 7. 

Then in verse 8 he says: Now he (Paul) that planted and he 

(ApolIos) that watered are one, but you are divided up in parties around 

the planters and waterers which are one. That proves you are carnaL 

For while one says, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos ; are 

you not carnal? (v. 4) . 

We are nothing, but we are one. We are just two zeros, but we 

are one in Christ. He comes first, we last (100). You put the zeros 

first and Christ last (001). That diminishes Christ. It all depends on where 

we put Christ. If Christ is first and foremost we lose sight of the servant, 

his virtues as wel! as his shortcomings, and we see only Christ. 

In v. 9 Paul summarizes and climaxes the truth by declaring that 

we are co·workers together with God. What tremendous declaration! 

What grace! What honor! What glory! 

God has much work; there is no such thing as unemployment in 

h is vineyard. First it was the work of creation, then the work of 

redemption, and now the work of evangelizing. 

We are co· workers IOgether with God. We are not only working for 

God but with Him. We are joint promoters, partners. I believe the 

WMF has caught the vision of this marvelous privilege. We can sense 

it at the conventions. There is such a zeal und enthusiasm, and wonderful 

things have been accomplished, because you are working together with 

God who is able to give all grace to live, to give, to serve to his glory. 

WMF 

Lesson IX SEPTEMBER 1967 

Read I Corinthians 3: 1-9 

Paul is still dealing with the division in the Corinthian church, and 

wherever such divisions may show themselves. This letter was not 

written fo r the Corinthian church alone. It has a universal application 

as far as the church is concerned. 

The apostle is using the same method as a doctor. First of ail, 

there is a diagnosis (v. 1-4), and in the same verses we see the revealing 

symptoms that prove the correctness of the diagnosis. 

Then in verses 5- 8 he shows how the disease is to be cured . Paul 

is dealing with a sickness which is destroying the influence of the Chris

tian church in Corinth and in other places. 

What does the apostle say about the divisions with which he has 

already been dealing in the Corinthian church? 

First he addrcsses them as "BRETHREN." "And I, brethern, could 

not speak unt? you as unto spiritual. but as unto carnal, even as unto 

babes in Christ." How many times does the apostle address these carnal 

Christians as brethren in the first three chapters? 
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What special lesson should this leach us as leaders? 

What was the trouble wi th these Christians? They were not 

v. I but ...... ' ... ... ...... ... . . .. v.3. 

What is the difference between a spir itual a nd carnal Christia n? 

Discuss this thoroughly .... .. . .. .. . . . ........ . 

Let me give you a few clues to get you started. The s piritual and 

carnal Ch ristians are alike in this respect-they both have two na t ures. 

The evil natu re to the spir itua l Christ ian is just as corrupt as that of the 

carnal Christian . God Hi mself does not even attempt to improve it, fix 

it up. repai r or reform it. It is absolutely hopeless and irrepairable. God 

can do only one thing with it-condemn it to death. A t the new birth he 

gave us a brand new nature, and these two na tures live side by s ide, 

not as friends, but as bitter enemies. The spiritua l Ch ristian is dominated 

by the spirit of God and his new nature. While the carna l Ch rist ian 

is often dominated by his old, si nful na ture. The spiritual Christian 

claims victory over his fle sh through the power of the blood of the Lamb, 

the Word, and the Spirit, but the carnal Christian is oft en defeated. 

Here is one exa mple from my ministry. There was a farmer. His 

wife was a professing Christian, It would probably be more proper to 

ca ll her a carna l Christian. Her hot tempe r a lways got the best o f her 

in her daily life. When her husba nd was approached by the pastor a bout 

becoming a Ch ristia n he a nswered: "No, my wife is supposed to be a 

Chr istia n and if that is Christianity I want nothing of it." An evangelist 

had some special meetings in thi s community and there was a real 

awakening. The wife of thi s farmer ca me under deep conv iction. It 

dawned upon her that she was definitely a hi ndrance to her husband. 

But now she had a new experience with tb.e Lord and got comple te 

victory over her hot temper. Not many weeks afte r, her husband broke 

down in the bedroom. He sobbed out to h is wife: "Pray for me, I have to 

ge t saved," And he got saved 

How is it with you? , 

help for your loved ones? 

Is your life a hi ndra nce or 

These carnal Christians in Corinth had received the gift of life. They 

were babes in Chr ist. They were brethre n. bu t they were undeveloped, 

imma ture. This may also be ill ustrated in li fe. Take a child. how beautifu l, 

but if tha t ch ild is seen in sixteen years' time and is still a baby, then 

it is undeveloped, imma ture and it cannot fu nct ion properly. Th ere is 

something wrong. 

That was the trouble with some of these profess ing Christians in 

Corinth, Carnality had stopped their spiritual growth. God has called 

them unto fellowship of His Son and they were to bear w itness of Him. 

Tha t was their fu nction in Corinth, but they were not fu lfill ing it. 

Then there were o ther signs and symptoms-"jea lousy and s trife" 

(v, 3). Jea lousy always produces s tr ife, which is a s trong word for quarrel

ing and wrang li ng. Th ese people who ought to have bee n func tioning in 

maki ng Chr ist known were qua rre ling. formi ng themselves into little 

groups arou nd their teachers. 

The Apostle says they are walking "afte r the manner of men, acting 

as men of the world, in their schools of philosophies. 

What a re the facls about the case? What about these men around 

whom they were forming their lit tle c liques, Pa ul a nd Apollos? 

Pau l in a very hum ble way is asking, "W ho then is Pa ul? and w ho is 

Apollos? Only ministers by whom ye believed" (v. 5). Just errand boys 

for the Lord, going where they are sent, doing what th ey are bidden . 

He says: "I planted." Plan ting is very important work, but the life 

principle is not the man who plants . It is in the seed he plants. It 

is tremendously important work to get the seed and soil together, but 

that is as far as my work goes. Apollos may come along and water, that 

is his work. 
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Camp 
For the fi fth year the Association 

of Free Lutheran Congregations 
conducted a Family Bible Camp at 
La ke Geneva near Alexandria. Min
nesota. 

The number t hat registered dur
ing the week (not counting visi
tors who drove in for a day or 
evening) went over the 500 mark. 
This was a record over previous 
years. Approximate ly 30% of this 
figure were children, another 30% 
teen-agers. and 40% adults. 

Pastor Richard Sn ipstead of Fern
dale, Washing ton, gave the Bible 
study eac h morni ng. He presented 
a most intcres ting, inspiring and 
down-ta-earth Bible Study on the 
life a nd ministry of Elijah. 

Pastor Arthur Olson (former mis
sionary to Chi na) was the speaker 
fOr the mission hour. He left us 
with a mission challenge, and kept 
our interest by tell ing some of his 
own experiences as a missionary. 
He also had some merchandise from 
China which he offered for sale. 
This was of interest to everyone 
and many bought. A la rge percent 
of the profit made from these sa les 
was to be given to the bui lding 
fu nd for t he new girls' dormitory 
at our Bible school. 

Dr. lver Olson, one of our Bible 
school and seminary teachers, again 
kept our interest by tell ing us about 
the history, beliefs, and practices 
of some of the most prominen t sect 
re ligions of our day. On Satu rday 
morn ing he gave a very en lighten
ing presenta tion on neo-orthodoxy. 

The even ing evangelistic s peaker 
was Pastor Herbert Franz of Clo-
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quet, Minnesota. The Spirit of God 
was felt to be present as he 
preached. We believe that there 
were those who accep ted Ch rist 
during this time. 

On Saturday night Pastor Harry 
Molstre of Dalton, Minnesota, was 
the evening spea ker, and on Sun
day night Pastor Gera ld F. Mund
from of Pukwana, South Dakota, 
spoke. 

On Sunday morning Pastor John 
Strand brought the message at the 
11:00 o'clock worship service. Pas
tor Huber DeBoer s poke to us from 
God's Word in the afte rnoon. 

On Wednesday afternoon a Sun
day school teachers' workshop was 
conducted by Mrs. David Hanson. 
A lesson on Joseph was given
usi ng visual aid s and showing the 
value of using them. She also gave 
a "quick" lesson covering the Lord's 
Prayer. 

Other teachers and speakers 
were: (youth) Pastor Jay Erickson 
of Radcliffe , Iowa; (confirmation) 
Mrs. David Hanson of Minneapolis; 
(grades) Miss Judi th Wold of Thief 
River Fa!is, Minn .; (k indergarten) 
Mrs. Herbert Presleng of Grafton, 
Nor th Dakota. 

The Dean of camp was again 
Pastor Arvid Hokonson, Faith, 
South Dakota. Other members of 
the staff were (business manager) 
Sheldon Mortrud, Thi ef River Falls, 
Minn.; (office manager) Mabel John
son, Fargo, Nor th Dakota; (regis
trar) John Arlen Johnson, Sacred 
Heart, Minn.; (treasu rer) Robert 
Burshei m, Min neapolis; (dean of 
men) Pastor E. J . Langness, Mc-

Ville, North Dakota; (dean of 
women) Pearl Aanstad, Hampden, 
North Da kota; (baby sitter sched
ule) Mrs. Robert Dietsche, Sand 
Creek, Wisconsin; (music director) 
Mrs. Henry Hanson, Port land, 
North Dakota; (nurse) Miss Helene 
Dyrud, Newfolden, Minn; (camp 
editor) Pastor Gerald F. Mundfro m, 
Pukwana, South Dakota; (book 
store) Mrs. Arvid Hokonson, Faith, 
South Dakota; (typists) Mrs. Don
na Waters, Pukwana. South Dako
ta; and Miss Lois Presteng, Grafton, 
South Dakota; (recreational direc
tor) Pastor Howard Kjos, Hamp
den, North Dakota; (camp fire) 
Pastor Hans Tollefson, Hatton, 
North Dakota, and Dr. Wayne 
Sletten, Faith, South Dakota ; 
(cooks) Mrs. Norma Peterson. 
Thief River Falls, Minnesota; Mrs. 
Roy Mohagen, Grafton, North Da
kota; Mrs. Emma Dahl, Hampden, 
North Dakota; Mrs. Orrin Skram
stad, Valley City, North Dakota; 
Mrs. Clifford Thorson, Hampden. 
North Dakota. 

The follow ing have served on the 
staff for five years: Mr. Sheldon 
Mortrud , Miss Jud ith Wold, Miss 
Pearl Aanstad and David Hanson. 

The coordinating committee de
cided to ask all of the staff members 
to serve on the staff again next 
year. 

Beside the above mentioned the re 
were a host of others who helped 
serve the food, ac t as wa tchmen at 
night, act as counselors, work in 
the canteen, usher, serve on KP, 
help in the bookstore, assist in 
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teaching and baby sitting, general 
cleanup, lead in devotions, sing, 
conduct services, staple and d is ~ 

tribute the camp paper. e tc. 
There was an exceptionally fine 

spirit of cooperation at camp. 
Whenever help was needed a call 
was given over the loudspeaker 
and voluntary help would come to 
the rescue. 

Aga in this year we had a book
store. There seemed to be a hunger 
for good reading. The bookstore did 
over $450.00 worth of business. 
There was a tract display by Lu
theran Colportage of Minneapolis_ 

There were many who had a part 
in prepari ng a camp paper. Most of 
the sessions were reported on by 
semina ry studen ts. There were 
many others who helped as report
ers. The reporters did so we ll that 
some days as many as five stencils 
were prepared in order to take care 
of a ll the news. 

Among the large fam ilies present 
the following were mentioned in the 
camp paper as having six chi ld ren 
each: Pastor and Mrs. Richard 
Snipstead, Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Lofstu s. and Pas tor and Mrs. Gerald 
F. Mundfrom. Those having five 
ch ildren each were. Dr. and Mrs. 
Wayne Sletten and Mr. and Mrs. 
Kenneth Nash. 

It was good to see a large num· 
ber of both fi ve-year ca mpers (who 
have been in camp every yea r since 
it began) and one-year campers. 
Both of these groups received 
special mention in the camp paper. 

It was good to receive a greeting 
at camp (by mail) from Pas tor Ray· 
mond Huglen who is touring Nor
way and England this summer. The 
greeting was sen t from Bristol, 
England. 

There were several famil ies that 
brought visitors with them. These 
visitors were most welcome. 

We thin k of our Bible camp as 
Family Camp in that the whole 
family (every age) is welcome, and 
that there is a program suited for 
all ages. But our camp is also a 
Family Camp in another sense. It 
is a Family Camp in that th ere is a 
family spiri t throughout camp. The 
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cam p is like one large famil y. 
Everyone soon fee ls at home. It is 
easy to visit and make new friends. 
Fam ily Bible Camp is a place to 
meet old fr iends mad e a t camp 
some previous year. It is a place 
where you can meet annuall y and 
renew the acquaintances you made 
in the past at Family Camp. But it 
is also a place where you can ever 
make new fr iends, thus widening 
your circle of fr iends yea r after 
yea r. The dining room and kitchen 
privileges (where you ca n go and 
enjoy a cup of coffee, some cake 
and cookies anyt ime, day or night) 
does much to set the st.age for ever 
making such new acquai ntances 
and friends. 

Most of all, Family Bibl e Camp is 
a place where you can be with 
Jesus. and find food for you r soul. 
New and deeper insights into God's 
Word is experienced. Some find 
Jesus at Family Bible Camp. It is 
a place where you ca n refuel you r 
lamp, so that you will be a brighter 
and a better light fo r Jesus in your 
community and your church as 
well as in the home. 

Let us thank God for our Fami ly 
Bib le Camp. His presence was very 
much felt and His blessi ngs were 
truly experienced. 

Let all credit be given to our 
Lord God. 

Gerald F. Mundfrom 

MAN REAPS WHAT HE SOWS 

[COIllillUed Irom JlQge 3J 

effect and a mother who has un 
saved children. 

There is a story told of a mother 
who was on her deathbed. When 
she realized that her hou r of de· 
parture was near she called her 
children to her bedside and told 
them that she had a t reasure hid
den in a small box; it was her wish 
that they should divide it among 
themselves. "Mother!" exclaimed 
the chi ldren, "have we not always 
been poor? What t reasu re is th is of 
which you speak?" "It is my Bible," 
replied the mother. "I have moist -

ened every page wi th my tea rs." 
She was the mother of Bartholo· 

mew Ziegenbalg, one of the firs t 
Lutheran missionaries to India. 

Many a mother wit h the Bible 
before her has shed tears over her
self and her chi ldren . Such have not 
wept in vain. Perhaps you are one 
who has had such experiences; if 
~o, do not lose hope. God has given 
you a great promise. Let not your 
courage fail as long as He is fai thful 
who has promised. Ziebenbalg's 
mother went to her grave before 
her son was saved: but He who 
prom ised that whatsoever a man 
sows that sha ll he also reap was 
still living. He is as strong and gra
cious as ever. 

Perhaps these words will reach a 
Christian father or mother who just 
now are discouraged and bear a 
heavy burden in thei r hea rt beca use 
of their children. That which press
es most heavily upon your heart is 
that you did not do as much as 
you might have done for th e spirit 
ua l welfare of your children . That is 
indeed a crushing burden. and guilt 
is most certai nly there. But as a 
chi ld of God you have asked and 
do ask forgiveness also for this sin 
of omission; that God will forgive 
you is beyond doubt. Therefore you 
must nOl let the judgment crush 
you when God has removed the 
guilt by His forgiveness. Continue 
to place yourself and your children 
on God's shoulders; they are st rong 
enough for any bu rden. 

Then a word to you who preach 
the gospel, you who in a special 
way stand as a wa tchman on the 
walls of Zion. You may be discour
aged many a time. You may hear 
voices telling you that it is abso
lutely useless for you to continue. 
These voices are not from God. 
Even if you often fail to find fruit of 
your labors, the promise is still 
t hat what you sow, that you shall 
also reap. The frui t will appear in 
due season if you sow in the Spirit. 
Cling to that prom ise, for it is from 
God. It may be that others shaJ1 
reap where you have sown, but the 
blessing is yours even today. Take 
courage, therefore, and be strong; 
the Lord wi11 prosper your work. 

The Lutheran Ambassador 
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CHURCH-WORLD NEWS 
RVOG TEST BROADCASTS TO 

TI-IE FAR EAST PLANNED 

Geneva - Test broadca sting of 
selected Biblc readings in Chinese 
to the Fnr EaSt will be starled in 
October by the Radio Voice of the 
Gospel stat ion in Addis Ababa. 
Ethiopia. it was announced by Dr. 
Sigurd Aske, direclOr of the Luther
an World Federation Broadca sting 
Service. 

At lhe same tim e he reported 
plans to resume the b roadcasts to 
Latin Ameri ca in the near future. 
Bible readings and church music 
selections were beamed there for 
a short period earlier this year. 

Dr. Aske sai d early technical in
vestigation has indicated that a 
good reception of RVOG programs 
is possible in area far beyond th e 
broad area the station al ready cov
ers in Africa, the M iddle East and 
Asia. 

Bible readings to the Far East w i ll 
be in Mandarin and Cantonese, and 
to Latin America in Spanish and 
Portuguese. 

REFORMATION ARTIFACTS 

New York - A display of Marlin 
Luther Bibles. medallions and other 
Reformation artifacts is being 
shown at the Amer ican Bible Soci
ely throu gh the end of Ocotber in 
observance of the 450th anniversary 
of the Reformation. The exhibit is 
open to the public from 9 a.m. to 
4:30 p.lll ., Monday through Friday 
at the Bible Society Headquarters. 

BfBLES STILL SELL 

New York - A l though some peo
ple insist that the Bibl e is a religious 
relic and that even God is dead. 
there is an unprecedented demand 
for Scriptures in modern languages. 
A little over ten months after the 
American Bible Society published 
"Good News for Modern Man," the 
New Testament in Today's Version, 
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more than four million copies had 
been distribu ted. In nddition the 
Bible SocielY has plnced print or
ders for al least another IWO million 
copies. 

Since the f ir st Bible came off Jo
hann Gutenberg's crude press more 
than five hundred years ago. at 
least one book of the Bible has been 
published in 1.280 languages and 
dialects. Du r ing 1966 alone the 
United Bible Societies d istributed 
mOre than 93 million Scriptures. 
Churches and individuals support
ing the American Bible Society. the 
largest of the 35 national Bible 
Societies comprising the USS, 
made possible the distribution of 
almost 62 million of tl1ese Scrip
lures. 

GROUND BREAKING CEREMONIES for Hope 

Free Luth ~ .o n C~u,ch .... e . .. keld on Jun e 1-

1967. Th" . ite fo, t ke new church will be 

locoted a long Ano~a coun ty , tot e a id road 

17. Rev. Roben Ri .. ,k ond Iha boo,d memb .. " 

10 'ighl: Robert 0.. Mllth, F .. d Thom,en, E,ne" 

B,own, AI~in Oleluka ond Ih.. R .. v. Robe,' 

Ri .. ,h . Not pictu,ed 0'. boo,d ", .. ",b.,,: HOffY 

Wei nkouf, Rog e, Be'g S •. and Ronold Honsen. 

Th ... o.gani.al io .. of the W.M.f. fa' Ho pe 
Free Lul he.a n Chu.ch wo, he ld on July 12, 

1967, 01 th" hom e of MrI. Rag'" Se'g Sr ., 01 

420 C" dar Road, Coon la ke 8ea'h . Wyoming. 

Minn . Tho,,, olt ... d;ng tn" Ii", me,,';ng ..... 'e, 

back 'ow, l"ft to ,ighl: Mn. le,l i" Galland, 

M". Rob.,1 D" MUlh , MrI. bn",t B.o .... n ond 

MrS. John Be'g. f,onl ,a ..... left 10 ,ighl: MrI . 

Limpy ThompKln , Mrs. Horry Wei nkoul, M ... 

Rage. Be.g S •. , Mrs. AI"in Ol .. t".e ond Mrs . 
Ronold Hon .. n. 

Th" ckurch building 10' Hope Free lu lh,an 

Church wo , mo ... d ou t to il' ne w locolion on 

July 17, 1967. O"dico tion ,,,,.ice. fo, Hope 

Fr"" Luth .. ,an will b .. he ld an Sep'"mb .. , 17, 

1967. 

Cen turies of men pass over the 

Scriptures, and know not what 

treasures lie under the feet of 

thei r interpretation. Sometimes 

when lhey discover them they call 

them "new tru ths." You might as 

well call gold, newly dug, " new 

gold." 
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Women for Christ 

I Cominued from pllf<e 8J 

expressible joy and peace, and my 
whole life was enti rely changed." 
Mr. Singh spent the rest of his 
ea rthly life traveling from country 
to country telli ng people, and even 
kings, tha t he had fou nd the only 
answer to salvation-in the cruci
fied and risen Savior , Jesus Christ. 

"Come unto me, all ye that labor 
and are heaven laden. and I will 
give you rest." 

- Mrs. Jay Erickson 

He Walked With God 
rContitw"d from page 7J 

pa 's life, "For me to live is Christ, 
and to die is ga in" (Phil. 1:2 1). 

Needless to say, Herb and 1 miss 
him because he constan tiy prayed 
for Herb's ministry. But our day 
too will come when we shall de-

part this life and be with the lord. 
Then we shall be reu nited with 
those who have died in the fait h. 
May the Lord give each one of 
us the blessed assurance that "to 
be absent from this body is to be 
present w ith Jesus Christ" ( II Cor. 
5,S). 

Light cannot confine itself to 
any given place. It has to travel. 
Hea t cannot rema in inactive. It has 
to radiate. What these elements 
shall do is not a matter of choice. 
And so there is a spontaneity in the 
true Chris tian faith by which it 
must work outward. 

A church tha t does not sing is 
li ke a spring without birds, or like 
a garden without fl owers. Singing 
to the Lord was meant to open the 
hearts of those who participate in 
it, and carry them nearer to God. 
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