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According to the Word

SUNDAY
Matthow 12:1-8

What do we do on Sunday? It i
on this day that we farmers do
not have 1o go out into the felds
and labor all day long under the hot
sun. It is on Sunday that we busi-
nessmen do not have to go down
town and open our shops, T is on
Sunday that we can clean up, shave
and put on our new suits. [t is on
Sunday that we con sleep until
high nosen, 14 i8 on Sunday that the
fish bite the best of all and we
never have any trouble catching
aur limit, It is Sunday morning that
mother is husiling and  busiling
around in the kitchen to pet that
plente dinner packed, It 18 on Sun-
day we take oul our new polished
sutomaobile and call on our distant
friends and relatives,

Sunday—ithe day of all the week
the hesi, Life certainly would be
drab, life certainly would be lonely
if wie did not make Sunday different
from the rest of the days in the
week,

Just think of it, friends, isa't it
o hlessing that we bave such a
day aned we can do all these things?
But wait.n minute, friends! Is that
the sense in which God gave us
this doy? We who call ourseives
Christtens, do we keep this day
apart fromn the rest of the weesk

in such a fashion? If we do we must
again examine God's Word and see
whai He iells us about this doy,
"l all the week the bést.”

The Lord's Doy as n day of rest
is a gifi of God, just like every
ather good thing He has given us
to enjoy, and as such it s to be
used in His service and His praise,
But the world does not set the
Lord's Day apart Tor such a pur-
pose, The Psalmist says, “The brook
dioes, the hirds sing (o him, and the
iree tops whisper his glory.” But
thie world doesn't even leel gprate-
ful 1o God. Again the Psalmist says,
“The floods clap their hands, ancd
the mountaing and the hills break
forth into singing, and all the trees
of the field clap their hands.”

S0 we seg that Sunday should
be set apart for worship. The Lord
gave us this day thai we should
cease from our ordinary labors and
sk rest oand recreation in Him.
But what do you see on the Lord's
Day on world street? ‘Why are the
buses 20 crowded on a nice Sun-
day momming? where are the jong
line of automobiles going? why
the extra number of trains on Sun-
day? why do the parks and play-
grounds make special arrangements
on Sunday? It 18 the world spendd-
ing Sunday, that iz all, the world
spending Sunday. Not, however, 1o
hear and learn God's Waord, nod
to praiee God and bless the Most

High. but to have a good ime,
n jolly good time,

Yes, that is the way (he workd
= keaping Sunday, and it is being
naticed in our churches. 1t s bae-
coming more and  more  difficult
to fill our churches, Some of the
folks blame these earthly conven:-
ences, some hlame the war but
they are not to blame.

It s true all thess make it hord
to st the Lord's Day aparnt from
ihe rest of the week for worship,
But what do you do when you
have a harder sk than usual io
perform? You simply add more
energy, mare will power, 50 If the
Christinn will only set his face
toward the House of God, on that
day set apart for worship, then
he will be on the right track. Re-
member the darker the surround-
ings the brighter your light will
shine if vou follow in the way of
the Lord

So, dear fmends, rest from your
labors is not endgh, of 1% 11 enough
gimply to come away from the
worldly amusements and plensure
seeking—we can do all that and still
not keep the day holy. To rest in
God means to find peace and sut-
isfaction and spiritual refreshment
in God's love and mercy, in His
peepdness, wisdom and power, 0
hold God's Ward sacred and gladiy
hear and learn it

—i;, H. Spletstoeser
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Lamdvig Hope

"Be not deceved: God iz not
mocked., For whatsoover o  man
soweth, that shall ke also reap
For he that soweth unto hiz own
Mesh shall of the flesh reap corrup-
tion; but he that soweth untg the
Spirit shall of the Spirii reap eter-
nal life. And let us nol be weary in
well-doing: for in due seazon we
shall remp, if we faint not™ (Gal.
L

There is & comforting promise
for the people of God in these
wiords; but there is also & warning
of responsibility and judgment Lo
all men.

Mo one is relieved of the respon-
sihility by refusing to do anything
either gond or bad. Whether we
want to or nol, we are all sowers
thit seilter handfuls of seed in the
large field of life. If the man is
good, he will scatter good seed: but
if he is wicked, the seed will alzo
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be s0. We ourselves, as well as
others, reap the results of our sow-
ing.

The most notorious thief in pris-
on today possibly began his career
of stealing by taking cookies from
his mother's pantry, The sinful seed
of thievery grew untl] he became a
reckliess rabber.

Thig lnexorable lww is operative
in all areas of life. He who begins
fov wse Toul words will soon have his
mouth full of profanity and ob-
scenity. Before long he will be a
slave to habit and will not even be
aware of his lilthy speech, If 4 man
réads nothing but lewd novels and
lreentious lterature, he will become
a part of what he reads, Loose
speech and vile reading result in im-
moral living. The first pglass of
liguor was the seéd that developed
into drunkenness. He who loiters
on the street corner to stare at the
immoral woman is standing on the
brink of a grave; unless he hastens
away he will soom be lying in it

When [ was a boy [ heard much
corrupt talk, These words hove fol-
lowed me untl] today and will peob-
ably do so unttl my dying dav, 1
may think I have forgotten them
completely; then all at once they
bab wup into my conscious mind,
They even dart Into my quiet mo-
ments in the praver chamber when
1 in & special way want to be alone
with God,

Where does all this wickedness
reside in ws all the while it seems
ta have vanished? Alas it is lodged
in the zoul: without waming it
comes to the surface and tempts us
to sin. Ouwr soul is o marvelous
mechanism. It is like a recording
msachine which catches every sound.
Every experience we have is in-
eradicably inscribed on the sensi-
tive receptor of the soul Years
tater the “music” is played back to
us; at times it iz played in the pres-
ence of others, amd thus it is in-
seribed on their souls also

It is a serious matter to
human being,

Tremendous powers are  con-
cealed in the waterfall; where has
it all corme feom? It has bean made
by the watér which drop by drop

k¢ a

has fallen from the sky.

Our life is made up of “drops”
witich have been “dripping” into
our soul one by one. In time they
become o powerful force for good
or evil, “Whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall be also reap,™

If we ook at life in city and
countey we see the same law at
work. The strongest of the young
penple sotg the pace for the alhers;
the rest will bassme 55 he is. The
leaders set ihe example, and the
others follow. Examples are conta-
giouws; there 15 a great truth in the
old adage, "Tell me who your
friends are, and 1 will tell you what
you are.” The HBikle puts it this
way, “Whatzoever o man soweth,
that shall he also reap,”

If all those people who live their
fives in sin and podicssness would
conzider this truth serfously, they
would surely begin (o feel some of
the respongibility that is theirs,
Perhaps il might even lead them to
repentance and a new [ife,

= .1 2]

We have more than a remindes
of responsibility in cur text; it also
containg wards of comflort. The
comfort 13 that if we persevere in
good work we shall reap fruit, It is
not only évil which grows; God
has promised that the pood shall
bear fruit In us and theough us,

You Christian fathers and moth-
ers, vou who try as best vou can to
mike the way of salvation plain to
your children: You have a right to
claim the promise that your wirk
shall bear fruit and that your chil-
dren shall be saved. You Christian
teachers, vou who labor day after
day in the classroom among seem-
ingly wunresponsive children: Be
confident that your work shall not
be in vain; you shall also reap,

For that matter, there is no limit
to the promise, Any Christian who
seeks to serve God has a right to
claim the promise, He may be a
parent, Leacher, preacher, mission-
ary or servant in any legitimnte
position in life, The two most lHable
to lose courage are @ preacher
whose preaching seems to have no

[Cantinued an page 747
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What is meant by “from Falih
to faith” in Romans 1:177

Luther said it means friom a weak
faith 10 a strong faith, Faith is a
living thing and grows, In this sense
the verse is simllar to the stats-
ment of the psalmist, “They go
Irom strength o strength,” Psalm
B4:7, This meaning certainly makes
sense, and is true. Faith ought al-
Wilys to increase as we walk with
LELE

The writer had occasion some
¥ears ago to hear a lecture by Mar-
cus Harth, son of the well-known
Karl Barth, on the first chapier of
Romans. He explained the verse
iz meaning “from the faithfulness
of God ta the faith of man” The
rightecusness of God is revealed
from faith to faith. God, the author
and finisher of our laith, = faith-
ful, We can depend on the promise
He has given; He has promised
gternal life to all who believe,
Righteousness has i1 beginning In
Him, and He reveals it to all whao
baliove. [t Is alen He who Eives
faith to the believer.

The latier point of view seems
0 us (o give the deeper meaning of
the statement; and it does not ne-
gate the meaning of Luther’s view,
Compare Romans 3:21-26; this is
really an exposition af 1:7.

What is the meaning of “the
spirit of prophecy™ in Revelation
19:187 “For the testimony of Jesus
is the spirit of prophecy.”

To prophesy means to foretell
and to forthtell, with the weight
falling on the latter word. Even
for the prophets of the Old Testa-
ment the burden of their prophesy-
ing was expounding and applying
the Word of God to the people
rather than predicting. They did
hoth, The New Testament speaks
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of o gift of prophesving which was
given to cerfain people, It was es-
pecially used in the early Church
before the New Testament Scrip-
lures were complefed. They wers
Eiven paris of the truth to ke pro-
claimed to the people. It was, in
a sense, o substitute for the New
Testaument revelations, In part it
wis also predictive. When the New
Testament had been given, revels-
tlon was complete, and there was
o need for individual and tempor-
ary revelations, There was now
need for “revelations in the truth”
already given. Certain Christians
seem 1o have a gift of finding old
and new truths in the Word of
God, This gift may be thought af as
the spirit of prophecy.

But it seems to us that in Revel-
ation 19:10 there Is another mean-
ing. The testimony of Jesus—all
He zuid, and all that is said of Him
in Scriptures—is  the spirit  of
praphecy. This is the core and cen-
ter af all prophetic utterances, John
claimed te have the testimony of
Jesus, and this testimony was the
very center of revelation. John
himself could not receive worship—
even as & prophet—but he had pro-
claimed the testimony of Jesus:
this was the gist of his messapge.

Compare the resding of this
verse in Morweglan,

Did the Jews consider a part of
a day as o whole day?

A day was from sunset 1o sunset,
24 hours, But the light part of this
period was also called day in con-
lradistinction o night; it was
roughly 12 hours, and was thus
only a part of a day. Very often the
word day had an extended mean-
Ing, covering a longer period of
time; as such it was similar 1o what
we mean when we say, “In mv day
things were differest,"

The question is if the Jews ever
thought of a shorter period of time
—sa¥ 4 hours—as a complete day.
There is an interesting incident in
the use of the word in a somewhat
legal sense; here o shorter period
wag considered as a full day, The
Sabbath was from dusk 1o dusk.
For the first half of the period the
people naturally rested; and they
were fol supposed to do any kind
of work in the other hall &ither.
This included walking farther than
n prescribed  distance, something
like a mile and a half—which was
known as a “Sabbath day's jour-
ney"; anything more than that was
wark. But they had a way of getting
nround it. If & person suddenly de-
cided at nine o'clock in the morn-
ning that he wanted to wvisit a
nelghbor who lived three miles
away, he could do it. He would
gimply take lunch along:; after he
had walked the preseribed distance
he would sif dewn and eat his sup-
per. Everybody knows that the day
is over when supper is eaten, The
Subbath day eould be over in the
middle of the forencon. Casulstry,
you say. But it indicotes that in the
thinking of the Jews of that day, a
part of a day could be considered
as a whole day.

i NOTICE 1

Occasionally, through an
error in mailing, you may miss
an issue or two of the Am-
bassador. When you are certain
that you have missed an issue
and your subscription is still in
force, plesse write our offies
for the missing number and
it will be furnished free of
charge,

Should vou continue to miss
oipies of the Ambassador,
write and ask that an Inguiry
be made 3= to the reason

Address all inquirics and re-
Quests regarding subscriptions
and mailing to:

The Lutheran Ambassador
2110 E. Medicine Lake Blvd,
Minneapolis, Minn. 55427
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“Then Shall Every MHan
Have Praise Of God”

I Corinthians 4:5

“Praise of God,"

How different thit will be from
the praise af man!

He does not appraise or judgs
after the cutward appeacance, bul
after what goes on in our innermosi
belng. Thoughts and motives are
weighed on divine scales.

A pastor had preached abowt the
raward the true Christlans will re-
ceive after they in a lifetime hove
built on the true foundation with
pold, silver and precious stones.
After the service one of the parish-
oners approached the pastor and
asked: "“What di wou think abouat
the robber who was saved at the
eleventh hour? He had no opportu-
nity to do anything for his Savier
that he could get any praise or
reward far, did ha?

The pastor swid, “That's A good
questiion. Let us look at that dying
robber for a moment. There he is
hanping, nalled to a cross, nol able
o move either hand oFf foot and
in excrucinting pains, But under
these awful circumstances he does
not lose sight of the one on the
cross |n the middie. He doss not
look at him as a eriminal, but as
i king with a kingdom, Listen to
him how he prays: ‘Lord, remem-
ber me when thou eomest fnto thy
kingdom,” Then he turns to the oth-
er robber rebuking him for his rail-
ing saving: ‘Dost thou not fear God,
seeing thou art in the same condem-
nation? And we indeed justly; for
wig receive the doée reward of our
deeds: but this man has done noth-
ing amiss’ (Lulke 23:41-42). Dbd you
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notice whai this mbber did? He
prayed, he rebuked the other fellow
for his sins, and he bore witness of
his Saviour, Aren't you amazed that
he cowld pray and testify under
such clreumsiances?

“You profess to be a Christian
and | am sure you have often neg-
lected to pray and wiiness under
the most favorable circumslances,
You wre far Behingd this robher

“And this saved robber iz sgill
bearing witness,”

The pastor continued, “In my
spirit I can just see the robber as he
approaches the judpment seat of
Christ (1T Cor. 5:10) "Dear Jesus,
vou know | was saved just & short
while before you died for me and
before I died (here on the cross. |
ikl not have any opportunity to do
anything for you who have done so
much for me, | am so sorry for
this.' **

Then the pastor sakd: I seems
ag If 1 hear my preclous Savior say:
Al all of those who have been
snved by hearing or reading aboul
this robber pleasse come forwand,” 1
coan imugine that thowusands upon
thouzands are coming. Then Christ
turns ta this saved robber and savs.
‘l want o give vou this crown of
rejoicing for all the souls that were
encouragesd by you [0 oome i
me' "

Then shall every man have praise
of God,

Yes, even n saved robhber
Lars Stalsbroten

LUTHER'S SMALL
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Edited by Ken Moland

The waord [or this Summer |1s
action. The condition of our couwn-
try has been action—some desirabla
and some undesirable. The word
for our church has been action, We
think of the Annual Conference, the
Bikle camps, and (he Luther League
Convention. There has béeén aclbomn.

I there were an underlyving
theme o the senes of articles |
kove written for The Ambassador, 1
sugpect it would be action. The
purppse might be thought of as
trying to stari a {ire under some, if
not many, Léaguars,

It has been sugpested thai there
can be action in the lives of Chris-
tlang wherever they might find
We have anm opportu-
nity to pet in on action in schaal, at
work, and in our social activities,

Furthermore, it seems that youth
deslre to have “something to do."
I have suggested that God ks anx-
ioug and willing to aocept the
minuies and hours of your dayvs as
an offering toward the furtherance
of His kingdom,

[ believe in all sincerity that it
s here that we will find real action
When we are in the army of God,
there are plenty of things to do
In fact, the preat commission Christ
gove ud could use all of us each
minute of every day

I have concentraied mainly on
our mission to the perople immadi-
ately aroumnd us, since we as youth
can't go overseas right mow. And

themeelves
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certainly this is an ever-important
Missiomn,

But we as youth are preparing
curselves for some full-lime Docupa-
tiein. Many of us have some dea of
what we would like the future o
hodd for ws. Amd we like to think
that we are heading toward some-
thing waorthwhile

The mission department of our
church & an all-lmportant one. A
church muast be mission minded or
we tend to question its salue

But the mission progrom of the
Christian body 23 a8 whole has had
gifme serious goestions thrown sl
it in recent vears. Some would lik=
to question Foreign Missiong in
their entirety, sugpesting that we
have no right ¢ impose our ways
afd religion on those who seem to
o be petting along wiell withoul us

The mission program of our
church must not dwindle nor should
it slow down. Therefore the call
goed oul for you Lo conslder what
God might have for you (o do 1
can't cpll you into missions: neilher
can your pastor or Sundoy school
ieacher do so. But we believe that
if we are obedient to our Heaveniy
Father, He will lead us and show
us what He would have us do,

We pray that out of our Bible
School will come those who have
been called by God to service in one
of our mission fields. There & in
deed no end to the need that s
felt there,

Somehow we tend o think of
entering the mission field as includ-

ing =elling all our joy and happi
néks. But this couldn't be farther
from the truth. For tree jov i found
in serving Chrisi as a member of
His army, We can {ind real invldve-
ment, real opportunities, pnd real
ACTION in serving God.

Yes, we nesd 1o witness to those
directly around us, but we omesi
also pemamber that thers is also o
nedd in the ficlds across the oceans.
Are we using the talents God has
given us? Or do we plan on resting
out g% we sit in the pews. | don't
think we ns ymath wanl 0 wasie
away s we see a world that neads
us, and furthermaore, the Gospel

If action is what you are looking
for, lei me recommend joining
God's army. Thers hasn't been a re-
joet vet of those who have come
humbly desiring to serve. Let’s gel
in on the ACTION!

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT

MNoneg are more hopelessiy en-
elaved than thoze who falsely e
lieve thev are free—Ooethe

Be not merely good; be good for
something, —Thoroesi

We flrst moke our habits, ansd
then our habits make us—Drvden

He that lives o live forever,

never fears dying—FPonn

Better shun the bait than struggle
in the snare.—Dryvden

An axe i made sharp by that
which it loses on the grindstone,
Christinns nre made more so by
the troubles which God permiis
them to pass through.

For the love of Christ constriing
us., because we are convinced that
ane has died for all; therefore all
have died. And He died for afl, thai
those who live might live no longer
for themselves but for Him who for
their sake died and was raised
(Il Cor. & I-I—lﬁ}.
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He Walked With God

by Mrs, Herbert Franz
Cloguet, Minnesota

1 wish to greet all of you in the
name of our Locd Jesus Christ. |
have enjoved reading the women's
page of The Lutheran Ambassador
and would pray that the Lord will
bless the thoughts 1 am sharing with
you in this article.

There was a man of God who
went to his eternal reward on April
28 this man was my father-in-law,
Isaac Franz, whom 1 shall refer to
g5 “Grandpa,” Grondpd was a man
whose e and Christian example
was far beyond reproach, not be-
canse of anything which he had
done, but because of what he al-
lowed the Lord to do through him.
Having known him as a nedghbor
all of my life and then more in-
timately as my fatheér-in-law for
twenty-seven years, 1 feel rqunlified
ie write a Htile about him, We know
that he would not want to be habd
in greater esteem than any other
Christiann and 50 we shall not at-
tempt todo this

Grandpa's greatest concern in life
after his conversion at the age of
twenty-5even years was (o See men
and women find Christ as their very
own personal Savior, He had this
game concern at the time of death
when he wnas eighty-nine Years
young, 1 can still hear him ask this
question of any person whom he
would meet, whether that person
he pastor or layman, "o you know
the Lord Jesus Christ as your OWn

al Savior? Of course, those
who had no living faith in Christ
many times became Very umcom-
fortable. Then, on the other hamd,
those who loved the Lord had o
estimony for the Lord, and Gramd-
pa would respond with a smile and
a warm handshake. Doesn't Peter
gay. “Be ready always to glve an
answer 1o every man that asketh
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you a reason of the hope that is In
you with meekness and fear™? ( Pet
3:15). 1 recall how many times
hefore my conversion | stood guilty
us he would inguire of me about
my hope in Christ. However, I
loved Grandpa for the concern he
hind for my soul.

It was not difficult to talk to him
whout spiritual things even n omy
lost condition, for Grandpa was 50
kind and patient, He had a deeper
personal concern for me after 1
married into his family. One ex-
perience stands outl in my YOUng
life very vividiy. Herb ond 1 were
expecting our first child and were
very happy at the prospect of be-
coming parents. Frequently Grand-
pn would pray in our presence for
our expected child. He would pray
{hat the baby would have o healthy
hody and that everything would go
well during the time of pregnancy
as well as delivery. 1 secretly re-
sented this as 1 was not a Chris-
ian ond foolishly harbored the
thought that nothing could pussibly
po wrong with our child, so why
pray for such a thing. But Grandpa
hed learned to commit everylhing
to the Lord which 1 had never done
hefore in my life. The baby died
two hours after birth, Needless 1o
gay, 1 was hearthroken, Howoever,
Grandpa's pravers haunted me and
from thal moment on Herb and 1
bogan to think maore geriously of
eternal things—that our lives are
in God's hands. This eXperience was
used by God later on as o stEpping-
stone to faith in Him.

During the depression our smiall
community of Dollar Bay was very
hard hit economically, Over 90 per-
cent of the community was on wel-
fare. 1 remember how Grandpn
taught us valuable lessons in glv-
ing unto the Lord the firgtfruits
of the pay check of $#4 a mionth

which he received from the WPA
He and Grandma Franz had a black
purse which they called *the Lord’s
treasury.” Each month when the
WA check came in, the firsifruits
ae the tithe or 10 percent of the
check was placed in the Lord's
treasury. They never hoarded the
money in this treasury bul gave
it out to the Lord's work immedi-
ately. S0 the black purse was
always flat. My parents were Chris-
tians but 1 had never heard of this
before—tithe of one's Income o
the Lord first before other bills were
paid. Grandpa and Grandma Franz's
money given o the Lord was al-
wavs given joyfully as well as sac-
sificially. Grandpa Franz believed
that blessings came from JOYFUL,
SACRIFICIAL GIVING. He was like
David of old who said, *I will not
offer burnt offerings unto the Lord
my God which cest me nothing”
(1l Sam. 24:24). Herb and 1 hove
followed the pattern of Grandpa
in giving the firstfruilts unio the
Lord and we have been thrice
blessed.

Grandpa spent his last five years
of his earthly life in a rest home
where he received very good care
and tender love. He suffered a series
of strokes which kept him in bed
most of the tkme. Nurses sinied
gwer and over again that he was
a wvery contented patient. Why
shouldn't he be, for he believed
God's Word which says, "1 have
legrned in whatsoever siate 1 am
therewith 1o be content” (Phil. 4:
11}, Grandpa always had o smile
on his face for anvone who came
into the room and he desired that
all who came to see him would
share God's Word with him and
have a time of prayer together,
His Bible was very worn, an in-
dication that he read it constantly.

I had occasien to visit Grandpa
the dav before he passed on 1o
glory. Already God was preparing
i for his Anal departure, for there
was no more gmile, no more ne-
sponse; he was slowly slipping out
into eternity. Herh preached al
Grandpa's funeral, using as his text
the verse which truly fitted Grand-

[ Canmmued on prge 16]
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REFLECTIONS

Time for readimg, medilation, and
reflection are becoming more rare
as the speed of our age Increnses,
Marhlr:rr_-..' olten nesds “oime opt”™
for repairs and likewise our bodies
need o change of pace for rebubld-
ing. spiritually as well a5 physi-
cally

There is a certain ruggedness
aboul camping out of doors, but
somehow  hiving in the open air
with only a canvas tent [or a ool
alfords o closeness o God and
His creation that is priceless. In
ithe quietness of an evening, waich-
ing the bright sky turn pink againsg
the background of fluffy white
cloals, observing trim sail bhoats
skim over the silvery blue lake,
we feel a new appreciaticn of God's
hondvwork, Later as the doarkness
steals on and the camp fire begins
io crackie and spit in the cood eve-
ning hresze, the shy seems endless
with ity myriads of shining stars
and we wonder why God would
even want to bother with us people
and owur troubles here on earth,
However, ot only does He swani
it bother with us, but through the
death of Christ on the cross He has
made & way of salvation for each
o (hat wall come o Hm in true
répentance. Moreover, He is inter-
rested im the litile detzils of each
life, 1o encourage each Christian
to watch and pray and be faithful
unto the end,

Poge Eight

Camping slso gives an opporiu-
aity o vigit new places and mesl
new people. Customs may change
clothing styles, foods, and architec-
ture may vory from ope country
or state o another, but man's heart
remains the same—Jost by nature,
but restored to life when the blessed
Savior comes into that henrt. Camp-
Ing permits one (o VisiD various
churches in for-off  communities
Sometimes one finds a church with
a good message and the soul s
challenged and blessed. It is more
comimon, however, o hear sermons
these days that really jolt a Chris-
tian, Those who uphold modernism,
deny the deity of Christ und the
reality of heaven and hell are on
the merease. It i hearthbreaking o
se¢ firsthand (he resulls of the
apostasy, but it alse causes one (o
nppreciute, as never helors, frue
Biblical preaching and the good old-
fashioned Lutheran doctrine

Al Expo ‘67 in Montreal, the ex-
hibit, “Sermons from Science,”
gave out daily the message of sal-
valloh in many different lnnguages,
thereby offering an opportunity (o
any seeking soul to find the Savioer
even atb this unigue plece, The State
of Israel had an interesting exhibit
tracing the history of the Jewish
pecple from the beginning—how
they had been dispersed for cen-
turies, but now since 19498 how they
are returning to build cities, irrigate
the land for crops, and extract valu-
able minernls from the Desd Sea.

Az [saiah prophesied, “The dessrl
shall blossom as a rose,” One stale
ment that particularly impressed
ime was the fact that the Jews
who bulld homes In forelgn coun-
tries plways lenve part of their
home unfinished, as a constani re-
minder that they are pilgrims and
stramgers in this forelgn land and
arg not o sink roots ony place
Bt in their homeland, What o com-
parigon fo us a3 Christians who
find i =0 easy 10 sink rools in
some comfortable place heérd on
eurth, instead of being ready to go
when and where God so directs us

Recently & missionary from Af-
rica sabd to me, “The Christians
in America are tryving o bulld
their own heéaven here on earth
with beautiful homes and every
comfort life can provide, instead
of denying self and devoting one's
time and possessions o extending
God's kingdom,” Pérhaps this s
why many tribes on earth have not
yet once heard of Jesus ond s
savimg pgrace. 'What wdill we say
al the judgment seat of Christ when
He asks us, “What did you do with
your life=have you taold anyone
about ME?

The Lord has said, "Ye shall scek
me and find me when ye shall
search for me with ALL wour
hear." A man from India by the
name of Sundar Singh had searched
for the way of salvation many vears
but to ne avail. Finally early one
morning in desperation he cried
and prayed, “If there Is 8 God at
all, please reveal yourself o me
and show me the way of salvation,”
He expected 1o see Buddha or some
other Hindu personoge, bui sud-
denly a lght of increaging intensity
appeared and heré stood the living
Christ whom he had counted as
dead. Mr, Singh continues, “To all
aternity [ shall never forget His
glorious loving face, nor the few
words which He spole: “Why do
viru persecuie me? See, T have died
on the cross for you and for the
whole world.' These words were
barmed imbo my heart as by light-
ning, and I fell o the ground before
Him. My heart was filled with in-

|Contimmed on page 14|
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THE END TIME

Rulipious  literature in our dav % ominouslhy
silent regarding eschatology; that is, the docirines
of Scripiure concerning the last things. It is true that
some considerations are given to death: and when it
i it i5 a5 the end of man's present life rather than a
boginning of eternal life—or the entrance into eternal
death, Psychiatrists and theologians have something o
say of the preparations for death so as to make the
faci less formidable to both the person who diss
and those who are lef bahind, Much hos been learmed
of the phyziclsgy of death, and methods have heen
developed ro make it o less horrendous experience
for the person whose life is ebbing out. Nop least ia
this true of medications which dull the persan into
insensibility =o that he verinbly “slecps away.” Thers
is, however, the psychological aspect which must be
conssdered oo, A person may “die a thousand deaths™
before life actually ceases. Therefore it is beneficial
to prepare the fearful subject beforshamd, Perhaps
one might say thai the “silent treatment” is often
given; that i%, the persom is not o be told that he
1% going to die soon, Even the best men in the medical
profession do not know for certalin (that a man is dying.
Therefore it is better 1o nowrlsh the hope that recovery
is both possible and probable, Think positively, and the
pessible may become a reality, Even when [t |5 known
that the person is slipping it is thought beiger that
the subject concerned be not infogmed,

It 18 nod sur purpose o discuss the ethics or ad-
visabiliny of 1elling a person that he is dying. We
have hiad too little—thoogh some—experience [n
these matiers. What we seem to have noted is thal
the emphasia is placed on this present life. [t s
of more importance o ease the person delicately
out of this life than e see him safely over on the
other side, Living and thinking positively is of more
importance than brooding over the inevitable. There
5 something almost fatalistic about such o point of
vigw; it borders on the ancient Stoic attitude of “when
[ am. death is not; and when death 5 1 am not™
But it |2 not Christianity; mor i& it the spirit of the
psalmizt who cried, “Lord, make me to know my emd,
and the messure of my days."

Death is not all there is o eschatology, however,
Scripture puts it so tersely, “It iz appointed for men
once 1o die, and after that comes judgment." Men die,
and have died, singly since sin came into the world.
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But thare i3 & time caming wheén time shall be no
more for this old world, Christ is going to return; His
relurn i% the beginning of the end. Saints and sinners
shall be separnted; the living and the dead shall appear
before the judgment seat of Christ, This is the one
preat fact of our faith which is still future: all else
has been completed, The last statements of Articles
two and thres of the Apostles’ Creed are before us.
One would think that Christians would be iremendous-
Iy interested in this fact at all times. There have been
waves of interest in eschatology down through church
history; many fine and false threads of doctrine hove
besest spun about this great event. This is not so strange,
sinee it is true here too that ondy “the event will teach
us in its hour” with respect 1o {he details of Christ's
return.

Scripiure speaks 1o the point of Christs return for
the purpose of keeping Christian on the alert, Mo
pergon Will know the hoor of Christ's return until it
happéns. Signs have been piven, and we are told to
witch these—not 5e much for the purposa of knowing
as o e ready when He comes. He weill requen afler
such signs as He gave us: bul He has not promised (o
return every |ime we see the signs. Signs have a way
of recerring, but we are to be on the watch when the
signs are here

Oecasion for preaching on the subject i provided
for in the periscope lexts which we use; the Inst
Sundays of the Trinity Season have such texis, as do
alsa the Advent Sesson. Bul al thai time of the wear
pastors are so preoccupied with the budget for next
wvear and the preparation of the Christmas activities
in the church. It is Imperative thai there be sermons
on stewardship and how to be nghtly prepared o
celebrate Christmas; but sermons on the return of
Christ, judgment, heaven and hell are conspicuous
by their absence in the Lutheran Church today,
The same s largely true in the other churches
as well. These things cught not so to be, Why is it so?
The excuse is sometimes given that there have been so
many false teachings om the subjeci that pastors do
not dare (o touch it Shouldn'y that be ome odditional
reazon for preaching the truth as Scripture has revealed
it and our Confessions presented it? Can it be that
we no longer really believe much in it? 5o we coneorn
ourselves with matiers perialning 1o this life; pood
things for that matier, from Sunday school curricu-
lurns 1o race relations. Bul we have become “'this-
worldly' in our thinking,

And what about the signs? This is one of them.
Christ will return when no one expects it thinks about
it, or talks about i1 That s why it will be unexpected.
He will come in the twinkling of an eye, visibly to the
whaole world at eonce—beating the satellites which take
one hour to circle the the globe, Both the Church and
the church will be here; the first is the body of Christ
against which the gates of hell shall not prevail, the
second the organized church. It [z & question if there
will be more than one church when he returns. This
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oneé will be characterized by grest activity, bul a
paucity of faith. Few movements since the Reformation
have bheen so detrimental to faith as that which we ob-
serve loday in the movement away [rom the Ecnpiuru.
Teachers of theology emaciate the faith of the siu-
dents, and these inm turn treat the sheep of their
congregations |ikewise. The Bikle is true in the maing
bt the details are not 1o be taken sericusly. We know
of ne one whose faith has Increased by such preach-
ments. Churches can easily unite if they discard the
Bible and find truth in everyday situations and exper’-
ences. A sign |2 rising on the horizon. There shall be
disturbances among the peoples of the world—like a
preal sea which (2 0 upheavel. The spielt of lowless-
ness shall be abroad; generation pitched against gener-
ation, father aganist son, youth against age. MNatural
affection shall give way for the unnatural; secthing
immarality will be the order of the day.

Whe repear: Whal about the signs? Shall we preach
about the Advent of Christ this vear?

DRINKING REGULATIONS RELAXED

Just récently Carleton College of Morthfield, Min-
nesotn, announced its decision to lift the ban on
drinking in the dormitories of the College and at cer-
tain schood fumctions, The ban had been in effect
during the entire history of the school, There are still
zome resirictions with regard to the age of the inbiber
and the place at which drinking s permitied. But the
decision to lift the ban marks the end of an ern ot
the school, Whether it will be to the advantage of the
school and the stodents remains to be seen. A prece-
dent has been set which may well be followed by other
schools,

There may have been reasons (or the decision made
by the school, Many argue that the ban against drink-
ing in the dormitories is difficult to enforce. Students
drink, rule or no rule, Low-breaking i4 encouraged in
othar aresa of life if a person develops the habit of
breaking this rule, S0 it Is better (o remove the
restriction.

A restriction remains, however, with respect to
the age of the stwdents who may drink. How does the
sdministration of the school propose to enforce this
oneé? Is it not going 0 be =a that there will be mare
under-ige students drinking now than if the ban hed
been in effect? The school has given the green light
to ong group of students, but i sl expects the others
to see red, We know enough about the mentality of the
collepe student toe surmise what the repction will be,
a person who is old enough to go to college is old
enough to drink Hf be so wishes, There may be staie
laws 1o consider, butl how long will the state lows
stand if the collepes encourage vialations by lifting the
ban for a select proup with the consequence that
young people are given a favorable opportunity 1o
become law-breakers?

The ban may have been lifted because there have
been large-scale violations, We can think of other
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preas in life where restrictions remain and flagrant
violations oceur. This is in the area of sex morality.
The problem has been aggravated by increased viola-
tions In recent years, One needs not be o prophél (o
predict that the incidences of violation will imcrease
with the greater dissemination of information and
means (o prévent tangible results of illicit relation-
ships. Pressures come from people of college age Tor
greater freedom here, After all, [t is a private matter,
Since violations are becoming increasingly more com-
man, and enforcement is next (o impossible, is it not
a point of wisdom to remove the restrictions here laso?
It i=s pswchologically harmful to 8 person to live under
the shadow of bresking liws; so remove the laws,
and let the sun shine, How long will it be before the
colleges will permit the sexes o mingle maore freely
pnd intimately on the college compuses, and even
make provisions for privacy and convenience? Betper
in ivy-covered college campus buildings than in dives
and dingy hotel mooms, It could be for the upper
classes to begin with; the under-age students woukd
have to conform to Victorian standards for a while
lomger,

Perhaps the problem should be thrown back fnio
the laps of the home and the church. If young people
have besn rightly trained here they should develop
& stamina of character which will enable them to meet
difficult situations suecessfully later in life. However,
bhoth church and home are hampered in their work
if the colleges set the pace, Present-day homes leave
much to be desired, and the modern chureh s fost
loging its prip on the young people. What will the
future homes and churches be like when they are
miade up of people who have learned their standards
at the college?

In our opinion, Carleton has taken a siep back-
wards, Mo possible good can come from its decision,
and muwch evil will result. More drinking will be a
consequence, not less: this in iiself is reason enough
for holding to the old standards. There 8 no reason
why an institution cannot set its own standards and
live up to them even if the clients are adults. Violaters
can be dismissed even though many others have bien
guilty withow! detection, Bodh schools and students
suffer in the long run when standsrds are relaxed. Indi-
vidunl freedom consists In chooging the school one
wants (o attend, The choice of one school over another
involves tacit agreement to abide by its rules. When
a person deliberately and flagrantly violates the rules
he is in offect saying that he no longer wishes to re-
main there, Schools should then honar hig réquest and
let him leave, After all, he is an adult. He should be
able (o find another school which s more to his
liking. We can have the kinds of schools we wish and
the type of students we desire if we care enough o
have high standards, and live by them. Students with
high standards will be drawn to such schools.
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Wi are ministers, carrying owt the divine commission; but as for
God, He “giveth the increaze ™ We think about the parable of the sower,

where we read, “the seed is the word.”
“I planted it,” zaid Paul. Apolios came along and watered (t, but
God made it prow; He gave the increase. It was by the act of God thay

there was first the Blade, and then the ear, and then the Tull corn in the
AT,

50 here comes the final conclusion—MNelther is he that planteth
anything. nor he that watereth: but God giveth the increase, v. 7.

Then in wverse 8 he says: Mow he (Paul) that planted and he
(Apollos)d that watered are one, but you are divided up in parties around
the planters and waterers which are one. That proves you are carnal.
For while one saya, 1 am of Paul: and another, 1 am of Apollos: are
you not carnal? (v. 4),

Wi are nothing, but we are one, We are just two Zeros, bul we
are one in Christ. He comes first, we last (100} You put the zeros
first and Christ last ({1}, That diminishes Christ, It all depends on where
we put Christ. If Chrisd (3 first and foremost we lose sight of the servant,
hig virtwes as well g% his shorteomings, and we gee only Christ

In % 9 Paul summarizes and climaxes the truth by declaring ihal
we ame co-workers together with God. What tremendous declaration?
What prace! What honor! What glory!

God has much work; there i no such thing as unemployméent in
his wvineyard, First it was the work of creation, then the work of
redemption, and now the work of evangelizing.

We are co-workers together with God, We are not only working for
God but with Him, We are joint promoters, partners, [ believe the
WMF hasz caught the vislon of this marvelous privilege. We can sense
it gt the conventions, There (8 such a zeal and enthusiasm. and wonderful
things have been accomplished, because vou are working together with
God who is able po give all grace o live, to give, to serve to his glory.

Lessom IX SEPTEMBRER 1867

Read I Corinthians 3:1-4

Paul is still dealing with the division In the Corinthian church, and
wherever such divisions may show themselves. This letter was not
written for the Corinthiam church alone, It has a universal application
az far as the church is concerned.

The apbstle (s using the same method as a doctor. First of all
there i a diagnosis (v, 1-4), and in the same verses we ses the revealing
symploms that prove the correciness of the diggnosis.

Then in verses 5B he shows how the disease |8 to be cured. Paul
is dealing with a sickness which s destroying the Influence of the Chris-
tian chiurch in Corinth and in other places,

What does the apostle say about the divisions with which he has
already bean dealing in the Connthian church?

First he addresses them as “BRETHREN.” “And L brethern, could
not speak unto you as unto spicilual, but a8 unto carnal, even as unto
babes in [:hris;,." Hoow many times does the apostle address these carnal
Christians ag brethren in the first three chapters? .. .. .. .00 0iiaa




Whiat special lesson should this teach us as leaders? ... .. ...0..0000

What is the differemce between a spiritual and carnal Chrstian?
Drcuss this thoroughly ... .. .. ..v0rvrmconrrmmmrrrmrr e anna
Let me give vou a few clues o get you started. The spiritual and
carngal Christinns are alike in this respaci—ihay both have two nalures.
The evil nature to the spiritual Christian I8 just as eorrupt as that of the
carmnl Christian, God Himself does not even attempt o improve i, fix
it up, repair or reform it I€ is absolutely hopeless and irrepairable, God
can do only one thing with it—condemn it to death, At the new birth he
gave us a brand new nature, and these two natares live side by side,
nob as friends, but as bitter enemles, The spiritual Christian is dominated
by the spirnt of God and his new nature. While the camal Christian
is often domindted by his old, siaful nature. The spiritual Christian
chiims victory over his Mesh through the power of the blood of the Lamb,
the Word, and the Spirit, but the carnal Christian 18 often defeated.

Here is one example from my ministry, There was o farmer, His
wife was a professing Christian. It would probably be more proper to
call her & carnal Christian. Her hot temper always got the best of her
in her daily life. When her husband was approached by the pastor abouot
becoming a Christian he answered: “Mo, my wife is supposed o0 be a
Christian and if that is Chrstlanity 1 wanl nothing of It." An evangelist
had some special meetings in this community and there was a real
awakening. The wife of this larmer come under decp conviction, 11
dawned upon heér that she was delinitely a hindrance to her husband
But mow she had a new experience with the Lord and got complete
victory over her hot temper. Not many weeks afier, her husband broke
down in the bedroom, He sobbed out to his wife: “Pray for me, | hove to

get saved " And he got saved

How s it with you? .., ...... PO Lol 12 your life a hindrance or

hulp for your loved ones? ... A R b e F B R

These carnal Christians in Corinth had received the gift of life. They
were babes in Christ. They were brethren, but they were undeveloped,
immature, This may also be illustrated in life. Take a child, how beautiful,
but if that child is seen in sixieen vears' time and is still o baby, then
it is undeveloped, immature and it cannol function properly. There is
something wrong.

That wis the trouble with some of these professing Chrlstisns in
Corinth. Carnality had stopped their spiriteal growth. God has ealled
them unto lellowship of His Son and (hey were (o bear witness of Him
That was their function in Cosinth, but they wern not fulfilling it

Then there were other signs and symptoms—"jealousy amnd sirife”
iv. &), Jealousy always produces strife, which is a strong word for guarnel-
ing and wrangling. These people who ought to have been functisning (n
making Christ known were quarreling, forming themselves mio ligle
groups around their teachers,

The Apostle savs they are walking “after the manner of men, acting
as men of the world, in their schools of philosophies.

What are the facts aboutl the case? What about these men around
whom they were forming their Hitle cligues, Paul and Apollos?

Paul in a very humble way 8 agking, "“Who then is Poul? and whao is
Apollos? Only ministers by whom ye belleved" (v, 5). Just errand boys
for the Lord, going where they are sent, doing what they are bidden.

He savs: "l planted,” Planting is very important work, but the life
principle is not the man who plants. It is in the seed he plants. It
is tremendously important work @0 get the seed and sail together, but
that is as far as my work goes. Apollos may come along and water, that
i his work,



For the fifth year the Association
of Free Lutheran Congregations
conducted a Family Bible Camp at
Lake Geneva neéar Alexandria, Min-

nesot.

The number that registered dur-
ing the week (oL counting wvisi-
pors who drove in for a day or
evening) went over the 500 mark.
This was a recond over previous
years, Approximately 300, of this
figure were children, another 309
teen-agers, and 407 adules,

Pastor Richard Snipstead of Fern-
dale, Washington, gave the Bible
study each morning. He presented
i most nteresting, Insplring and
down-to-earth Bible Study on the
life nnd ministry of Elijah,

Pastor Arthur Qlson (former mis:
slgnary 10 China) was the speaker
for the mission hour, He left us
with a mission challenge, and kept
our interest by telling some of his
AW EXPEARNCES 45 4 MISsionary.
He also had some merchandise from
China which he offered [or sale
This was of interest to everyons
and many bought. A large perceni
of the profit made from these sales
wad to be given to the building
fund for the new girls’ dormitory
at oair Bitvle schoal,

D Iver Olgon, ome of owr Bikle
school and seminary teachers, again
kept our interest by telling us about
the history, beliefs, and practices
of some of the most prominent seci
religions of our day. On Saturday
morning he gave a very enlighten-
ing presentation on nec-orthodoxy.

The evening evangelistic speaker
was Pastor Herbert Franz of Clo-
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guet, Minnesota, The Spirit of God
was felt o be present as he
preached. We believe that there
were those who accepted Christ
during this time.

Omn Samurday night Pastor Harry
Molstre of Dulton, Minnesala, was
the evening speaker, and on Sun-
day night Pastor Gerald F. Mund-
from of Pukwana, South Dakots,
spoke

Om Sunday morning Pastor John
Strand brought the message ai the
11:00 o'clock worship service, Pas-
tiir Huber DeBoer spoké to us from
Ceoil's Word in the aftermoon.

On Wednesday afternoon a Sun-
day school teachers’ workshop was
conducted by Mra. David Hansomn.
A lesson on Joseph was given—
uging visual aids and showing the
vitlue of using them. She also gave
a "guick™ lesson covering the Lord’s
Prayer.

Other  teachers and speakers
were: (youth) Pastor JTay Erickson
of Radcliffe, lowa: (confirmution)
Mr=. David Hanson of Minneapolis;
(grades) Miss Judith Wold of Thicf
River Falls, Minn.; (kindergarten)
Mrs. Herbert Presgeng of Crafton,
Morth Dakota.

The Dean of camp was sgmin
Pastor Arvid Hokonson, Faith,
South Dakota, Other members of
the stall were (business manager)
Sheldon Mortrued, Thiel River Falls,
Minn; {office manager) Mabel John-
som, Fargo, MNorth Dakota; (regis-
trar) John Arlen Johnson, Sacred
Heart, Minn (treasurer) Robert
Bursheim, Minneapolis; (dean of
men) Pastor E J. Langness, Me-

Ville, MNorth Dakota; (dean of
women) Peirl Aanstad, Hampden,
Morth Dakota; (baby sitter sched-
ule) Mrs. Robert Dietsche, Sand
Creek, Wisconsing (music directorh
Mrs, Henry Hanson, Portland,
Morith Dakota; (nirse) Mizs Helens
Dyrud, Mewfolden, Minn; (camp
editor) Pastor Gerald F, Mundirom,
Pukwana, Socuth Dakota; (book-
store) Mrs. Arvid Hokonson, Faith,
South Dokota; (typists) Mrs, Don-
na Waters, Pukwana, South Dako-
ta) and Miss Lols Presteng, Grafton,
Eouth Dakota: (recreational direc-
tord Pastor Howard Kjos, Hamp-
den, Morth Dokots; (camp firg)
Fastor Hans Tollefson, Haitton,
MNorth Dakota, and Dr. Wayne
Sletten, Faith, South Dakotag
{cooksy Mrs. Morma  Peterson,
Thief River Falls, Minnesota; Mrs.
Roy Mohagen, Grafton, Morth Da-
kota: Mre Emma Dahl, Hampden,
Worth Daokotn; Mrs, Orrin Skram-
stad, Valley City, MNorth Dakota;
Mbra. Clifford Thorson., Hampden.
Morth Dakota.

The following have served on the
staff for five yvearss Mr. Sheldon
Mortrud, Miss Judith Wold, Mizs
Fearl Aanstad and David Hanson.

The coordinating committee de-
clded to ask all of the stalf members
to serve on the staflf apgaln next
year.

Beside the above mentioned there
were & host of others who helped
zerve the food, act as watchmen at
night, act as counselors, work in
the cantesn, usher, zerve on KP,
help in the bookstore, assist in
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teaching and bhaby sitting, general
cleanup, lead in devorlons, sing,
conduct services, staple and dis-
tribute the camp paper, &g,

There was an exceptionally fine
spirit of cooperation at camp.
Whenever help was needed o call
was given over the loudspeaker
and voluntary help would eome to
the rescue, .

Again this year we had a book-
store, There seemed o be a hunger
for pood resding, The bockstore did
over B4H0L00 worth of business.
There was a tract display by Lu-
theéran Colportage of Minneapolis.

There were many who had o part
in preparing a camp paper. Most of
the sessions were reported on by
seminary  studenis, There were
many others who helped ns repart-
ers. The reporters did so well that
some days as many as five stencils
were prepared in order to take care
of all the news.

Amaong the large lamilies present
the following wers mentioned in the
camp paper a5 having six children
each: Pastor and Mrs. Richard
Snipstead, Mr. amd Mrs, Robert
Lofstus, and Pastor and Mrs. Gerald
F. Mundfrom, Those having five
childrer each were. Dr. and Mrs.
Wayne Sletten and MMe and Mrs.
Kenneth Mash.

Il was good to see d large num-
ber of both five-year campers (who
have been in camp every year since
it bégan) and one-year campers.
Both of these proups recelived
specinl mention in the eamp paper.

It was good to receive a greeting
ai camp (by mail} from Pastor Ray-
mimed Huglen who is touring Nos-
way and Enpgland this summer. The
gresting was senl from  Bristol,
England.

There were several families that
brought visitors with them, These
vigitors were most welcome.

We think of our Bible camp as
Family Camp in that the whaole
family (every age) is welcome, and
that there is a program suited for
all ages. But our camp is also a
Family Camp im another sense It
is o Famlly Comp in ihat there is a
family spirit throughout camp, The
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camp s like one large family.
Everyvone scon feels at home. It iz
ensy to visit and make new friends
Family Bible Camp is a place 1o
maet old friends made at camp
some presious year. It is n place
where you cam mest annually and
renew the pcqualntances you made
in the past at Family Camp. But i
ig alzo a place where you can ever
make new friends, thus widening
your circle of friends year afler
yviear, The dining room and kitchen
privileges (where vou can go and
enjoy a cup of coffes, some cake
and cookies anytime, day or night )
does much to set the stage for ever
making such new acquaintances
and friends.

Most of all, Family Bible Camp is
& place where you can be with
Jesus, and (ind food for your soul
Mew and deeper inzights into God's
Word s expenenced, Some  find
desuas at Family Bible Comp. It is
a place where you can refuel your
lamp. so that you will be a brightler
and a better light for Jesus in your
community and your church as
wiedl us in the home,

Let us thank God for our Family
Bible Camp. His presence was very
much felt and His blessings were
truly experienced,

Let all credit be given fo our
Lol Grod,

Gerald F. Mundfrom

MAN REAPS WHAT HE SOWS

[ Cortimued from page 3]

effect and a mother who has un-
saved children.

There is a story told of a mothes
who was on her deathbed., When
she realized that her hour of de-
pariure was near she called her
children to her bedside amd told
them that she had & treasure hid-
den in o small boo; it was her wish
that they should divide it among
themselves. “Mother!™ exclaimed
the children, “have we not always
bheen poor? What treasure is this of
which you speak?” “It is my Bible,"
replied the mother. "1 have moisl-

ened every page with my tears”

She was the mother of Bartholo-
mew Fiegenbalg one of the first
Lutheran missionaries to India,

Many a mother with the Bible
before her has shed tears over her-
self and her children, Such hiove not
wept in vain. Perhaps you are ong
whio has had such experiences; if
=0, do no) lose kope, God has given
you a great promise. Let nod your
courage fail as long as He is faithiul
who has promised.  Ziebenbalp's
mother wenl to her grave belore
her som wus saved; but He who
promised that whatseever a man
sows [hat shall he also reap was
still living. He i% as sirong and gra-
Cius LS EVEr,

Perhaps these words will reach a
Chrlstian father or mother who just
now are discouraged and bear a
heavy burden in their heart because
of their children. That which press-
es most heavily upon your heart is
that you did not do as much as
you might have done for the spirit-
ual welfare of vour children. That is
indesd a crushing burden, and gutll
= most certainly there, Bup as a
child of God you hove asked and
do ask forgiveness also for this sin
of omission: that God will forgive
you is beyvond doubt. Therefore you
must not et the judgment crush
you when God has removed the
guilt by His forgiveness, Continue
to place yourself and your children
on God's shoulders; they are strong
enough for any burdeén,

Then a word to vou who preach
the pospel, vou who in a special
way stand a3 a watchman on the
walls of Zion, You may be discour-
pped many a time You may hear
voices telling you that it is abso-
lutely wseless for you to conlinue
These wvoices are not from God
Even if yvou often fail to find fruit of
vour labors, the promise is still
that what you sow, that you shall
atsa reap,. The fruit will appear s
due season if you sow in the Spairt
Cling to that promige, for it is from
God, Tt maw be that others shall
reap where vou have sown, but the
blessing ts yours even today, Take
courage, therefore, and be Strong;
the Lord wdll prosper your work,

The Lutheran Ambassador



CHURCH-WORLD NE

RVOG TEST BROADCASTS TO
THE FAR EAST PLANMED

Genevn — Test broadcasting of
selecied Bihle readings in Chiness
o the Far Eazt will be siaried in
October by the Radio Vaice of the
Gospel station in Addis Ababa
Ethiopla, it was announced by Do
Stgurd Aske direcior of the Luther-
an Wiorld  Federntion Broodcaspng
Servioe

Al the same Lime he reporied
plans o resume the broadoasis 1o
Latin America in 1 future
Rible readings and church sl
thiers [t

seleciions wiere bagmied

a shori |:||_'r||.d garlier this vear

Dr. Aske said early technical in
veaiigation has indicoted that a
pisind Feceplion of RVOLG programs
is pissible in area far beyond the
brouidd area the siation already cov-
ars in Africa, the Middle East ancd
Asia

Bihle readings 1o the Far East will
e in Mandarin and Cantonese, and
i Latin America i Spanish and
Portuguese

REFORMATION ARTIFACTS

Mow York — A display of Markin
Luther Bibles, medallions and olher
ReTormadion BEing
ghoown at the American Rible Soc-
piv through the end of Oeothér o
ob=servance of the 450th anniversary
of the Reformation. The exhibii is
open 1o the public from & am.
4230 pom., Monday through Friday
ar the Hibkle Society Headguarters

arlifacts &

BIBLES STILL SELL

Mew York — Although some paecoe
ple [nsist that the Bikle is a religious
rielic and that even God = dead,
there s an unprecedented demand
for Scriptures in modern languages
A little over ten months alier the
American Bible Society published
“Good Mews for Moderm Man," the
Mew Testament in Today's Version,

September 5, I8G7

mare than Tour million copies had

bBeen distributed. In addition the
Bible Society has placed prini or-
ders for ab leaz another twa million
LUpHEeSs

Sinee the first Bible came off Jo-
hann Gutenberg's crude press more
than five hundrsd vears ago, @l
least one book ol the Hibsle hos béeen
published n 1,280 languages and
dinlects, During 1966 alone
United Bible Societies distributed
more than 93 million Scriptures
Churches and mdividuils sappor -

thi

ing the American Bible Saciety, the
lorpest of the A5 nationnl Bible
Societics  comprising  the LUBS

made possible the distribution of
almosl 62 million of these Scrip-
lires

CROUMD REEAXIMNG CEREMDSIES far Hops

Free Bathernn Chevrgh weie hewd a8 June 1
1947, The site dor the sew cheich will be
Incated cicng Anpho cousdy abmle nid oo

17, Bms Roheri Rk oed e booed membeeo
olficioiel af the cesemonies. Pirfueed nre. (efi
Eclart Dw Mulh, Frad Thomaes, Lineid

Dilstrshe ond the Bes, Rohist

o right
Brown. Alvees
Rissh, Mot pictured ore boord membsre; Hary

Weinkasf, Boger Berg S¢. omd Bonold Hamen

Thke orgonidcstion o the W.MF. Fer Hope
Fraw Lutheran Cherch =os Beld on July 13,
1947, of the horme of Min. Bager Beng 3i, o
430 Cados Bomd, Coon Loke Baoch, Wyaming
Minn
-2 T
Min. Baheri O Mulh, M
Mri Foks Bsrg. Fiaal saw, helf e nghs, My
Limgy Thampsss, Méaa, Haory Weshaul | Mra
Boger Barg Sr., Wi &lve Cletnibe osd e
Ecacld Homaen

Those siiending the hirel mesiing wem
leslie Calland
Erneir Brows mad

Bl in wighe, My

The shurch Building lor Hope Fres Luthera®

Charch woq movad gub &3 B new localion ok
July V7. 1547, Dediialea sersicen For Hops
Frae Lutharan w=ill be held on Sepiembsy 1T

1P&T

Centuries of men PSS OVEr the

Scriptures, and know not whas
rreasures lie under the feei of
their interpretstion. Sometimes

when they discover them they call
them “pow truths” You might as
well call pold, newly dup, “new
gold.”
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Women for Christ

| Ceantrnmaral frove poge H

expressible joy and pesce, and my
whaole life was entirely chanped,™
Mr. Singh spent the rest of hls
carthly life traveling from oountry
to country telling people, and even
kings, that he had found the only
answer to salvaton—in the cruci-
fled mnd risen Savior, Jesus Christ
“Come unto me, all ye that labor
und are heaven laden, and 1 will

give you rest.”
—Mrs. Jny Erickson

He Walked With God

[ Cempiimaed Jram page 7]

pa's life, “For me to live is Chrisl,
and to die is gain™ (Phil. 1:21)
Needless to say, Herb and 1 miss
him because he constantly prayed
for Herb's ministry, But our day
too will come when we shall de-

part this life and be with the Lonrd,
Then we shall be reuniied with
those who have died in the falth.
May the Lord give each one of
ug the hlessed assurance that “to
be abzent from this body is to bha
present with Jesus Christ™ (I1 Cor,

a:8),

Light cannot confine itself to
any glven place. It has to travel
Heat cannot remain inactive, It has
to radiate. What these elements
shall do s not & matter of cholce.
And s0 there |8 a spontaneity in the
trug Christian falth by which it
must work outward,

A church that does not sing |8
like n spring without birds, or like
n garden without flowers. Singing
to the Lord was meant to open the
hearts of those who participate in
it, and carry them nearer o God

=M Ba/c
LEFSS gy Csprodesunipy
‘PAIE aWE] supal d 01T
HOOVSSVEWY NVHIHLOT JHL

NKIR K30704m3N
SYVNIOH 13TMvlsg

BELGS

OFFICERS

Pragidant
Bev, Tohn P. Strand
310 E Medicing Lk Blwd
Mu:l.nuupu]il. Melimii.

'F"':rl Frnnﬁrlr

Flﬂﬂlh. tﬁ

I’I.vu'r H_ C. Molstre

Dalton, Minn.
Treasrer

Mr. Bobert Barsheim

110 E, Medicine Lake Blvd

Minmeagpolis, Minan
COORDIMATING COMMITTEE
Chairman

Rev. Tulins Hermunslie

Spicer, Minn

SgTr.
R'H'.: G, Erickwan
H.nd.r_l.i;g, In.
ASSDCIATION SCHOOLS
Board of Trustees

b
Prof. George Soberg
G816 Poriland Ave. 5.
Minmeapolis, Minn,

PRaslyn, 5. Dak.
Acting Dean of Fres Lutheran
Eemainigry

Dir. Tver som
1110 E, Medicins Lake Blvd.

3110 E, Medicine Lake Blvd.
Minneapalis, binm

WORLD AND HOME MISSIOMS
Chairraas

Mir. Robert Routson

McVille, N. Dak.

Secrelary

Cration, N D

hrectar
Bev. Harald I Schafsr
112 Weat Milner Ave.
DieKalb, Til

PUBLICATIONS AMD PARISH
EQUCATICHM
f'.'lﬁl'l'rﬂ'l'dl'l e

i s
Seerelary
Mrs. Vernon i Nelssn

PSR 11tk Ave. M.

Grand Forks, N, Dak
Exvcutive Seeretmy of Parich
Fducatian

Mire David € Hanson

T63Z Harreet Ave. 5

Minnoapalis, Minn.

STEWARDSHIP

Chedrraar
D, Tver Olson
10 E. Medicing Lake Blved.
Mlinneagalis, Minn,

Raerar
Hn'm% F. Dahla
1603 M. Fidth 51
Fargo, M. Dak.

YOUTH BOARD
Churiremian
{3, Erickson
Radcliffe, In.

Directory of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations

Secrefary

Mr. Baberi Les
3110 E Medicine Lake Blvd

capali, .

BOARD OF PEMSIOMS
Presidevit
Mr. Eldor Sorkmess
Samd Creak, Wi

‘lﬂrﬂ'mE
H. Bpletstoeser
Pine River, Minn

WOMEN'S MISSIONARY
FEDERATION
Pigatdient
Mra. Herlers W, Presteng
Gralton, &, Tak.
Becratary
Mrs. B C Molsere
Dalean, Blinn,
Treasurar
WM, Marin Eonsterlis
Routs 1
Willmar, Minn

LUTHER LEAGUE FEDERATIOM
,-qi_'"'.rr‘ Preqident
Mir. Gary Skramstad
3110 E, Medicine Lake Biwdl
Minneapolis, Minn
Becrofary
Miss Eathy Ross
Cloguet, Minn.
Treasirer
Blr. Paml Haugen
d11p E BMedicing Lake Blwd
Mlipmeapolis. Minn.

EE Ty
il

ul ‘njoscssury B piod
scpnd




