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PRECIOUS NAME 

Acts 3:1-11 

Perhaps reminiscing of forme r 
days when their Master walked be· 
side them, Peter and John make 
their way toward the Temple at 
the hou r of prayer. Eventful days 
have passed and even more event
f ul days are upon them. Memories 
of their Galilean rendezvous with 
the Master lingered vividly in their 
minds: those unforgettable days 
with Jesus, drinking in every word 
proceedi ng from His lips, witness
ing the miracles that marked His 
ministry, beholding His face trans
figured before them. Indelible im
press ions, to be sure. More recent 
events come to mind as well. Cruel 
memories of mocking, scourging, 
condemnation and crucifixion. For 
a time it had seemed as if it were 
all over. Then there was Easter! 
What a moment-when they beheld 
Him alive, nail-prints and all. Once 
aga in they heard the Master's voice, 
"Peace be unto you." Peter and 
John remembered well how these 
words of the Master had call ed 
forth new hope amidst their anxiety 
and gloom. How could they forget 
the dramatic parting on Mount 
Olivet. as they beheld Him ascend 
beyond the clouds, having given 
them prom ise of another "Comfort
er." Someth ing else had happened. 
too. Pentecost had come, fu lfilling 
the Master's promise of power. 
This enabling power of the Holy 
Spirit is now a reality in their lives. 

Surely, Peter and John had some
thing more than a fading memory of 

Accordilt{! to tlte Word 
past experience, fine as that had 
been. As we see them ascending the 
Temple steps that day, we cannot 
escaoe the fact thi\t thev are in 
touch with the Master here and 
now. They are nOt Jiving in the 
past, nor depending on a Christ 
they once had known. Though they 
walked with Him in Galilee some
how they had found something 
even better now. They know the 
meaning of His indwelli ng presence 
in their Jives. 

The story is told of a certain 
pas tor who having returned from 
a tour of the Holy Land was in
clined to make repeated references 
to points of interest where Christ 
once walked, until one day a lis
tener remarked, "I'd rather walk 
five minutes with Him than five 
days where He has been." As Peter 
and John climbed the Temple steps 
that day. the presence and the pow· 
er of the living Chri st was with 
them. 

At the gate called Beautiful (so 
called because of its su perb doors 
made of Corinthian bronze) their 
attention is drawn to a paralytic 
lying at the gate. For many years 
this poor cripple had been brought 
daily to this public place in order 
that he might have an opportunity 
to ask alms. Having made his ap
peal, how startled he must have 
been to hear Peter's reply, "Silver 
and gold have I none, but such as 
I have give I thee: in the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, r ise up 
and walk." Years of begging at the 
gate called Beautiful had brought 
him no closer to healing. Here 

comes a man with only a name, say
ing, "Arise and walk. " Surely this 
power was not in Peter, but in the 
Na me he pleaded. In this precious 
name JESUS is the answer to a 
perishing world. Spiritual cripples 
are everywhere. More than silver 
or gold is required to lift fallen sin
ners to a new life in Christ, Are 
we in possession of the POWER
the POWER of the GOSPEL that 
enables us to say to spiritual 
paralytics. "Such as I have give I 
thee"? 

During the Boxer Rebellion in 
China, troops from many nations 
were formed into an International 
Corps. Whi le their commanders 
were deciding whether or not they 
should march On Peking, and the 
consensus was "No," Commander 
Chaffee, in charge of the American 
troops. came fo rth to say, "Gentle
men , whatever the rest of you may 
do, [he Amer:can t roops will march 
on Peking at nine o'clock tomorrow 
morning." Where did he get such 
confidence? That same evening he 
had received a cablegram from 
Washington wh ich read, "March on 
Peking tomorrow morning. The en
tire nation is beh ind you." 

Peter could confidently say to 
[he paralytic, "Rise and walk" in 
the NAM E OF' JESUS! Christians, 
take courage. There is transform
ing power in the Name of Jesus. 
Let us proclaim to spiritual paralyt· 
ics everywhe re: "Neither is there 
salvation in any other; for there is 
none other name under heaven giv
en among men. whereby we must 
be saved ." - Jay G. Erickson 
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Association Held Third 

F amity Camp Last Month 

The third annual Family Bible 
Camp was held in August at Lake 
Geneva Bible Cam p near Alexan
dria, Minn. 

Five hundred ninty-five persons 
registered for the camp. in compari
son to about 650 last year. They 
came from the midwestern stat es 
and from such faraway places as 
Arizona and Washington. The high 
school and college department was 
smaller than a year ago but there 
were more children up through the 
junior high bracket. 

The re were walermelan ~onle,I, on Sal. 
u.doy ollernoon in Ihe wale . carnival. lile· 
guard Donald Englin wOlche. four gi.l • 
• lr.,g9Ie lor one. 

The evening speaker at the camp 
was Mr. Nels Pedersen, Minneapo
lis, Minn., an evangelist for the 
Lutheran Evangeli stic Movement. 
Rev. K. C. Grundahl, Minneapolis, 
instructor at the Lutheran Bible 
Institute there, taught the Bible 
hour for adults, using the book of 
Galatians for the study. Rev. Jay G. 
Erickson, Radcliffe, la., led the 
youth section in their study. 

Monday morn ing wo, pock.up day 10' Iho .. who hodn ' l Ie" on Sunday. 

Pastors who gave character stud
ies Crom the Bible to the adults 
were Karl Stendal, Hans Tollefson , 
H. Alben Larson, George Soberg 
and H. C. Molstre. The youth had 
their own hour each day for char
acter studies and were addressed 
by Pastors Julius Hennunslie. Hu
bert DeBoer, Edward Tornow, A. L 
Hokonson and Ernest Langness. 

An unusual feature of the camp 
was the Eye-O-Graphic presentation 
of Bible History by Miss Christine 
Kirkegaard of the Holyland Bible 
Knowledge Society in Minneapolis. 
She utilized a genealogical chart 
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101 •. Luine Vag i., Lob 8.onson, Minn ., 
colch., up on Ihe new, outside Ihe admini ... 
I.olion b.,ilding. 

l . I! 10 righI, Rev. K. C. G,undahl, odull 
8ible leache' 01 camp, and Mr. Nel, Pede r .. n. 
Ih. evening evongeli,' . 
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and slide projection in her work 
and displayed various articles from 
Bible lands. 

Sessions were held each week
day morning for confirmation-age 
children, those of the elementary 
grades and pre-school. Mrs. David 
C. Hanson, Minneapolis, was in 
charge of the first group and Miss 
Judith Wold, Thief River Falls, 
Minn., of the others. 

Recreation and choir work were 
also a part of camp life. The lake 
was very popular during the after
noons as the camp enjoyed warm 
summer temperatures. A book 
store, supplied by the LEM, pro
vided good Christian literature for 
browsing and for sale. 

Rev. Fritjof Monseth, Va lley City, 
N. Oak., served as dean of the camp. 
Mr. Sheldon Mortrud. Thief River 
Falls, was business manager and 
supervised the feeding of the camp
ers. 

Pastor Trygve F. Dahle, Everett, 
Wash., officiated at the Holy Com
munion service Sunday morning. At 
the morning worship, Rev. John P. 
Strand, Association president, 
preached the sermon. Pastor H. C. 
Molstre, Dalton, Minn., spoke in the 
afternoon. A volunteer choir from 
his parish, under the direction of 
Mr. George Melby. sang two songs. 
Mr. Pedersen delivered the mes
sage at the closing camp meeting 
that night. 

Dr. Woyne Siellen, Foith , S. Ook., dreu.d 
in Pole<!in,on gorb brought olong by Mi .. 
Kirk"9oord of th e Holylond hhibition. 

IMPRESSIONS FROM FAMILY BIBLE CAMP 
I am gratefUl to God that I had 

the opportunity to spend the week 
at our Family Bible Camp at Lake 
Geneva. It was good to be there 
and a blessing to listen to the sing
ing, the Bible studies and the soul· 
stirring messages. It is good to 
know that we have a Savior who 
loves and keeps us, and for His 
promise. "If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us 
Our sins and to cleanse us from al1 
unrighteousness" (I John I: 9). 

May we ask for wisdom to learn 
to trust God. 

Mrs. Roy Finstad 
Portland, N. Oak. 

What a week of feasting we have 
enjoyed, spiritually speaking! Truly 
we have bee n renewed in our faith 
and have been drawn closer to our 
Lord and Savior. The study in Gala
tians has been challenging to us. 
The Eye-O-Graphic studies have 
helped us know the Old Testament 
history better and to realize how 
important it really is as a founda
tion for further study in the Bible. 
The study of Bible characters has 
challenged us to a greater faith in 
Christ and taught us many les-

Page Four 

The <onleen, olwoy. 0 bUlY place ... hen OIMn, wo. managed Ih i. year by Mr . and MrL 
John Johnson o f Granile faUs, Minn. 

Mor. fomili.s stoyed in lenls and Iroiler houses o t comp .hon in prnious years. 

The Lutheran Ambassador 



, 

sons as to how we can become more 
like our Lord. 

Our 4Y2-year-old daughter has 
enjoyed her week at Bible Camp. 
The first day she was rather reluc
tant to go to class because every
thing was new !lnd different, but 
after being in class one day she 
has been eager to attend every class 
and has come home each day joy
fully telling us what she had done. 

We have enjoyed swimming each 
day and the fellowship with new 
frie nds we have met during recrea
tion time. 

Even the long chow lines have 
been enjoyable because of the op
portunity of meeting new friends 
and having fellowship with them as 
we waited fo r the good meals we 
knew we would have. 

Man y hun llry mOulh. la f .. ~d. 

Each evening service held some
th ing special that we could apply 
to our own hearts and lives. 

Before the week had barely be
gun we had decided that we would 
attend Bible Camp each year as a 
family. We certain ly praise the Lord 
for this wonderful time of refresh
ing in His Word. 

Les and Jan Galland 
Watertown, Minn. 

I'd like to thank the Lord for 
saving me. It is wonderful to know 
that you will be brought into eter
nal life when you die. I wish and 
pray that God would do His won
derful work to other people as He 
did for me. 

Chi ldren al play on Ih .. swin ll' ond 1"" I" rroll .. " 01 compo 

Wayne Olson 
Edinburg, N. Dak. 

" Behold how good and how plea
sant it is for brethren to dwell to-
gether in unity" (Ps. 133: I). 

This verse came to me as we at
tended the Lutheran Free Bible 

leads home and to rejoice in the 
salvation which we have in Jesus. 

I would like to urge everyone 
who has not let Jesus come into his 
heart to let Him in now, as time is 
growing short. Soon He will be 
ccmi ng. May we all have the wed
ding garment and be washed in the 

Camp at Alexandria. Truly it was blood of the Lamb. 
a great blessing for us to fellowship Yes, J tOO, would like to thank 
with the many Christians and meet God for this privilege of being at 
so many of God's people. To be in camp this week . What a blessed 
a place where so many prayers are fellowship with His children from 
sent up each day makes one feel the east and west, the north and 
he is in a very good atmosphere. south, feasting on His Word. il's 
The word that was spoken by the a little foreta ste of what we shall 
different speakers was so clear experience some day, when we shall 
and uplifti ng and gave us new cour- all meet together with Christ in 

age to continue on the way that glory and see Him as He is. Truly 
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this is a wonderful place for a va 
cation. May God bless the Word 
as it is so richly sown here these 
clays that it might bear fruit to the 
salvation of souls and the strength
ening of His children. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Stolee 
Garden City, Ia. 

"Therefore being justified by 
faith, we have peace with God 
th rough our Lord Jesus Christ" 
(Rom. 5: 1). 

We thank our Lord for leading us 
here to Bible Camp. The entire 
week has been a tremendous bless
ing to all of us. Our hearts were 
blessed as we saw young people 

[Comirll/en ollpoge 8] 
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WORLD 
MISSIONS 

THE fielDS ARE W H I TE U N T 0 H A R V EST 

our lamps in our hands. That night 
as I lay in my little room reading 
by the light of the little candle that 
was graciously provided me, I could 
not help but praise the Lord for 
His working in the hearts of men 
way out here on the frontier. Senor 
Marcello and his young wife Vir
ginia were fine hosts and even 
apologized for the noise the rats 
would make at night as they ran 
over t he ceiling. 

"RAIN ON MY WINDOW" 

" Have no fear of them, nor be 
troubled, but in your hearts rever
ence Christ as Lord and always be 
prepared to make a defence to any 
one who calls you to account for 
the hope that is in you" (I Pet. 
3: 14b, 15). 

Recently I returned from a series 
of meetings in a new town about 
fifty miles from Campo Mourao. Its 
name is " Iritama." This is an Indian 
word meani ng beehive or "the 
place of the working bees." Iritama 
usually is a beehive of activity ex
cept when raini ng. It ministers to a 
large a rea covered with sma ll farms 
and new homesteads. We had been 
invited to this place by a group of 
Christians who were meeting to
gether on their own without any 
particular direction or denomina
tion. They met in various homes, 
then agreed to rent a hall together. 
Some were Presbyterian, some of 
Methodist background, and several 
had no church background, bu t all 
were interested in the Gospel. 

The tax collector in t he city is a 
young man in his early twenties 
called Marcello. He was converted 
a few years ago in another city 
where he was working at t he time; 
shortly t he reafter he married a 
Christian girl. Now out in th is new 
area they had a desire to have a 
place where they could study God's 
Word with others and si ng His 
praises. Marcello be<:ame acquaint
ed with our Bible bookstore in 
downtown Campo Mourao and 
pleaded on several occasions for me 
to find time to come out to Iritama 
and help them. Fina lly, the agreed
on day came. They had rented the 
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Pastor John H. Abel 

local theater for my three·day 
series. I was invited to stay at Mar
cello's home. 

The first night We had a small 
group because it rained heavily. In 
fact, it was with much difficulty that 
I arrived at all because my Jeep 
wagon churned up and down the 
muddy hills. I was indeed su rprised 
to find that there were more than 
thirty adults present, among them 
the wife of the mayor, her unmar· 
r ied daughter, the manager of the 
land company and his wife, who 
had brought along her portable or
gan and du ring previous weeks had 
prepared a choi r for our meetings. 
The first night was encouraging in 
many ways and the second day 
was beautiful. 

During the second day we went 
visiting and made plenty of an
nouncements. We also had a half
hour program on the town's loud
speaker, using Christian records 
and a short message. That night we 
enjoyed a full house. Some stayed 
to seek the Lord and pray. Cer
tainly we had cause for rejoicing 
as we turned homeward carrying 

The next day it rained again, but 
the people by now had gotten the 
word around and even with a down
pour we had around seventy people 
present. The Lord gave us more 
souls and we could feel the real
ity of His presence. In the darkness 
and cold of such a rainy night it 
was marvelous how He could give 
a time of rejoicing within. Every
one seemed happy. This was a time 
they had prayed for. That night as 
we a rrived home I took my flash 
light and carefully looked under 
the blankets of my bed to see if 1 
should have to route any fleas be
fore I climbed in. But I could not 
help saying, "Thank You, Lord, for 
this open door and these open 
hearts. There may be rain on the 
board shutters which take the place 
of the window, and water dripping 
in near the nail where my clothes 
hang. there may be rats in the roof 
and at times fleas in the bed, but 
by Your grace there is also much 
joy in my and many others' hearts. 
We know and see that You are call
ing souls out of darkness into Your 
marvelous light." 

TREASURER'S SECOND QUARTER REPORT 
May I- July3 1, 1965 

Yearly Goa/Given to Date 
2nd Quarter Bal. End 

Income of Quarter 

General Fund 
Missions 
Seminary 
Parish Education 
Youth Work 
Stewardship 

$29,465.62 
$32,000.00 
$23,328.00 
$ 800.00 
$ 500.00 
$ 1,000.00 

$87,093.62 
Praise Program proposed Goal 
Total received to July 31, 1965 

$16,067.42 
$ 12.208.16 
$ 4,437.79 
$ 262.03 
$ 

$11,224.37 
$ 4,679.68 
$ 2,044.13 
$ 255.03 

$."",,"~ $""",,,"" 
$32,975.40 $18,203.2 1 

$ 130,000.00 
$ 46,812.83 

$ 4,468.74 
$ 3,374.06 
$ 10,642.94 
$ 11 7.17 

$ 9,665.43 
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Doctrine of Justification and World Lutheranism 

(Continued from last time) 

Dr. Uuras Saarnivaara 

Rapproochment with Rome 

For about four centuries Luther
ans have in genera l had good un
derstanding of the basic differences 
between the Roman Catholic and 
Lutheran (Protestant) doctrines of 
justification. A strange and peculiar 
fact is that as Haikola has pointed 
out, modern Lutheran research has 
been one of the factors that has 
brought confusion to the matter 
and tended to lead Lutherans clos
er to the Roman doctrine. The pres
ent writer shows in his book Luther 
Discovers the Gospel (1951) how 
the Holl ian (and under its influ
ence, also the Lundensian) t heo
logical errors with regard to 
Luther's teaching of justificat ion 
were mainly due to the fact that it 
based its interpreta tion on the writ
ings and lectures of his early or 
pre-reformation period. The Biblical 
doctrine of justification opened up 
to Luther in his "tower experience" 
in 1518. · Prior to that his under
standing of justifica tion was essen
tially Catholic. The Hollians and 
Lundensians have based thei r in ter
pretation of Lut her's teaching of 
justification on his views in his 
Catholic period and thus made of 
him a teacher of a basically Cath
olic doctrine. Th is has been one 
of the worst sources of confusion 
in Lutheran theology. 

The Roman Church sent two 
officia l observers, professors Peter 
Blaser and Johannes Witte. to the 
LWF Assembly at Helsinki. They 
were interviewed there by a Finn
ish pastor, and the interview was 
published in Suomen Kuvalehti 
(Finland's Pictorial, No. 33, [963). 
According to it, they explained that 
co-operation between the Church 
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of Rome and Protestant churches 
wi ll lake place both in practical 
and doet rinallines. When they were 
asked what they thought of the 
fact that the Roman Church at the 
Council of Trent (1545-63) con
demned the Lutheran dOCtrine of 
justification , they explained: "The 
Roman Catholic Chu rch is of the 
opinion that the Lutheran churches 
of Our time do not represent the 
same conception of just ifica tion as 
was the one (note: withOut men
tioning the Lutheran Church or the 
name of Luther) on wh ich it is 
sa id in the decretum of Trent that 
he who says so, let him be accursed. 
Thus, co-operation has no hin
drances at this point." 

Similar voices are also heard 
from other d irections. Dr. Martin 
E. Marty, assista nt professor of 
Church History at the Divinity 
School of the University of Chicago 
(a Lutheran), declares in his book 
Church Unity and Church Mission 
(Grand Rapids, Mich., 1964. p. 
103), how many Roman Catholics 
begin to believe t hat there are no 
real doctrinal reasons why they and 
the Protestants should stay apart. 
-Lutheran News, May 18, 1964, p. 
II) 

Both sides a re clearly in the 
process of preparation for reunion. 
The Hollian and Lundensian schools 
of Luther study have given a big 
contribution to th is end. 

Lutheran and Roman Doctrines 

In order that we may have a 
clear conception on the relation
ship between the Lutheran doctrine 
of justification and the one con
demned by the Council of Trent, 
we qUOte the words of its Decre tum 
on Justification and the definition 
of the Augsburg Confession of the 
Lu theran Church. 

The Council of Trent declared: 
"He who says that justifying 

fai th is only trust in God's mercy 
which forgives sins for Christ's 
sake. and that we are justified by 
this faith alone: let him be ac· 
cursed." 

(Si quis dixerit, fidem iustifi
cantem nihil aliud esse quam 
fid uciam divinae misericordiae 
propter Christum. vel earn fiduciam 
solam esse qua iustificamus: A 
[nathema] S [itl 
- Decretum de iushficatione, 822. 

Augsburg Confession declares: 

(German text): " ... we obtai n 
the forgiveness of sins and become 
righteous before God by grace, for 
Christ's sake, when we believe that 
Christ has d ied for us and that fo r 
his sake the forgiveness of sins. 
righteousness and eternal life are 
bestowed upon us .. . . " 

(Latin text): " ... are freely just· 
ified for Christ's sake through faith, 
when they bel ieve that they are 
received into favor and that their 
si ns a re forgiven on account of 
Christ, who by his death made sat
isfaction for our sins. This faith 
God imputes for righteousness in 
his sight" (IV). 

It is plain beyond doubt that the 
Council of Trent condemned the 
very doctrine of justification that 
the Lutheran Church teaches in the 
Augsburg Confession. There a re 
seven aspects in this doctrine. as it 

"The present wriler. in his re rerred 
book. Luther Discovers the Gospel, comes 
to the conclusion Ihnl Luther's "tower 
e"perience" took place ill the fall or 
el\rly winter of 1518. Pror. E. Bizer, n 
German theologian. studies the mailer in 
his Inok Pirles eI awli'" (Fn ith by hear. 
ing. 1957 ) and comes to the mnclusion 
1ha\ it t '\Ok place in the summer of 
1518. Bizer is probahly right. 
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is explained more fully in the 
Apology of the Augsburg Confes
sion. (In the following, the Latin 
and Arabic numerals refer to its 
divisions) : 

1. Justification is by grace, with
out merits on the part of man. The 
Catholics spoke of merits of c()n
gruity (merits of such gO<Xl works 
that man is able to d() of himself, 
without grace) and of merits of 
condignity (merits of works done 
with the help of God's grace) . In 
the modern Catholic Confraternity 
English Bible the following expla
nation is given to Paul's words in 
Rom. 3: 2lf ("the righteousness of 
God without the law is manifested 
. . . ; even the righteousness of God 
by faith of Jesus Christ unto all 
who believe"): "The necessary 
condition for obtaining the infu
sion of this divine gift [of the sanc
tifying grace that makes man holy 
and righteous] . . . is a practical 
faith which through the love of 
God effects the observance of the 
commandments and the perform
ance of other good works." This 
strange "reasoning in circle" 
means: The infusion of the divine 
sanctifying grace makes man holy 
and able to love and do good~but 

this love and good works in obedi
ence is a necessary condition of the 
justifying grace. It was against this 
sort of unbiblical and impossible 
teaching of obedience and good 
works as condition of justification 
that the Lutheran confessions em
phasize the truth that justification 
takes place by grace. 

2. Justification is for Christ's 
sake. " . .. the promise of the for 
giveness of sins and justification 
was given because of Christ. He 
was given fOr us to make satisfac
tion for the sins of the world and 
has been appointed as the mediator 
and propitiator" (IV, 40). "The 
merits of Christ are the price, be
cause there must be a certain pro
pitiation for our sins" (IV, 53). 
This excludes all merits and worthi
ness on our part. 

3. Justification is by means, or 
through the G()spel-word. In Luke 
24: 47 Christ commands that re-
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pentance and forgiveness of sins 
should be preached in his name. 
The preaching of repentance means 
that people are shown their sinful
ness and lost condition through the 
law. "By its accusations, the preach
ing of repentance terrifies our 
consciences with real and serious 
fears." " . .. the Gospel proclaims 
the righteousness of faith in 
Christ. .. When we are oppressed 
by sin and death, the promise offers 
to us freely reconciliation for 
Christ's sake" (IV, 62, 43f). " . . 
justification takes place through the 
Word, as Paul says (Rom. 1: 16) . 
The Gospel is the power of God 
unto salvation .. . " (IV, 67) . 

4. Justification takes place by or 
through the faith which receives 
the forgiveness and justification 
promised in the Gospel. "Since we 
obtain justification through a free 
promise, .. . we can accept this 
promise only by faith ... this per
sonal faith obtains the forgiveness 
of sins and justifies us. The 
faith that justifies ... is no mere 
historical knowledge, but the firm 
acceptance of God's offer promising 
forgiveness of sins and justifica
tion ... to have faith means to want 
and to accept the promised offer 
of forgiveness of sins and justifica
tion" (lV, 43-45, 48) . "For if 
justification takes place only 
through the Word, and the Word is 
received only through faith, then 
... faith justifies" (IV, 67). 

5. Justification means the non
imputation or non-reckoning of sins 
as guilt or forgiveness of sins and 
imputation or reckoning righteous
ness for Christ's sake and adoption 
to the standing of a child of God. 
Renewal and new obedience belong 
to salvation, but not to justification. 
"Faith 'alone justifies because we 
receive the forgiveness of sins and 
the Holy Spirit by faith alone. The 
reconciled are accounted (reck· 
oned, imputed) righteous and chil
dren of God, nOt on account of their 
own purity, but by mercy for 
Christ's sake, if they grasp this 
mercy by faith" (IV, 86). "To be 
justified here does not mean that 
a wicked man is made righteous 

but that he is pronounced righteous 
in a forensic way . ... " "This is 
how Scripture uses the word faith, 
as this statement of Paul shows, 
'Being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God' (Rom. 5: 1) . In 
this passage 'justify' is used in a 
judicial way to mean 'to absolve a 
guilty man and pronounce him 
righteous,' and to do so on account 
of someone else's righteousness, 
namely, Christ's .. . in this passage 
our righteousness is the imputation 
of someone else's righteousness. 
Because the righteousness of Christ 
is given to us through faith, there· 
fore faith is righteousness in us by 
imputation, . .. for Christ's sake ... " 
(IV, 252, 305-307) . 

[To be continued] 

Impressions 

[Conlinued from page 5] 

coming forward to claim Jesus as 
Savior. We can sense the Holy Spir
it working and it is a thrill to meet 
so many Christians of like mind. 
We are reminded of that Scripture 
verse in Malachi 3:16, "They that 
feared the Lord spake often one to 
another: and the Lord hearkened 
and heard it." 

The fellowship here has been a 
foretaste of glory and we thank the 
Lord for the new friends we have 
made. It is our prayer that each 
soul will go home closer to God af
ter having had a "season of refresh
ing." We have received countless 
blessings, for which we thank and 
praise our Savior. 

Bob and Sue Uppenkamp 
Beloit, Wis. 

Youth ,amp"" Mt~fin9 th ~ tabernacle for 
the Eye·O·Grcphic Bible .'udy. 
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EDITORIALS 

A GOODLY FELLOWSHIP 

We heard someone at Family Bible Camp say that 
it was a foretaste of heaven for him to be there and 
experience the fellowship and blessings which were 
present. Well, heaven will be much, much better even 
than cur family camp, but the camp did provide fine 
Christian fellowship as the testimonies to be found 
e lsewhere in this issue declare. It is obvious that a 
good number who came delighted in that and got 
encouragement for everyday Jiving back home. 

Once again we marvelled at the willingness of so 
many to a id in the work of keeping a community of 
severa l hundred provided for. Work loads are light
ened when many willing hands join together. 

Attendance came close to matching that of last 
year, a remarkable fact in view of the harvest si t
uation in much of the church right at that time. There 
were more children up to junior high age than be
fore, but there was a drop in teen·age and young 
adult attendance and there appeared to be fewer adults 
than last year. We may be wrong on the latter score. 

Since we all should be interested in constructive 
criticism, we pass on this concern voiced by one man 
involved in supervising the youth section of the camp. 
He felt that the camp is not truly a "family" camp 
because so many teen-agers attend without their par
ents. Be that as it may, th is individual suggested that 
at fu tu re camps congregations provide an adult com
panion for every so many you th. Do not gather from 
this that anything so very wrong occu rred at Fami ly 
Camp, for that isn't the case. But it is a suggestion 
from a concerned person toward a greater sense of 
responsibility in the whole camp family. 

It was good to note a considerable number of 
friends from outside the Association at the camp. 
Even though little or no mention was made of this 
fact during the week, we hope that they felt a real 
welcome in our midst. 

The Family Camp enjoyed good, warm·hearted 
teaching and preaching. There was food for the soul 
a·plenty. Decisions were made for Christ. Christian 
lives were s trengthened. We thank Gcd for His greal 
blessings. 

ARE WE FAIR TO CONFIRMATION? 

The confirmation vows have been a conundrum to 

September 7, 1965 

many people for ages. Many have wrestled with the 
rightness of facing ten, twen ty, thirty young people 
of approximately the same age with the vows and 
expecting that from each member there wilJ be an 
earnest and honest pledge of undying commitment 
to Jesus. The reason for this perplexity is to be seen 
in the report of the youth di rector of a major Lu
theran synod that his church loses 50% of its can· 
firmands to active church life within four years of 
confirmation. 

This is not written to be any complete exposi
t ion on confirmation. But we write out of our own 
contention with this matter and our observation of 
youth at Bible camps and conventions. Mr. Robert 
Lee's very fine di scussion of assurance (July 27, 1965), 
on the youth page of the Ambassador also prompts 
what we say now. 

The charge is made that many young people are 
not sincere on their confirmation day. This is a dif
ficul t judgment to make by those who cannot see 
the heart. But we often say that because in a good 
number of young people there doesn't seem to be any 
evidence of Christian life or growth afterward. 

And so we attack confirmation vows, warn against 
bu ilding a false security on them and often use them 
as a whipping-boy. 

Now, as we have seen many times, too, young 
people have come forward in one way or another at 
camps and conventions to "receive Christ." They 
have been prayed with, they have been "converted ." 
And don't forget, those "decisions" involve every
thing to be found in the confirmation vows. 

In some instances the decision of one night ap
pears to have been lost by the next day, in other 
cases, in two or three weeks. And it took more nerve, 
more denial of self to step out of an audience or in 
some way to stand apart from the group than it did 
to stand with a class on confi rma tion day and do 
what nearly everyone took for granted-take the 
vows. 

The point is this, are we fair in our cri ticism of 
the confirmation vows when we find insincerity or 
something in these other answers to calls for de
cision, when we permit some youth to be "saved" 
time after t ime, and yet do not criticize these at
tempts to bring lives into the kingdom? 

All of this does not mean that we should quit 
placi ng opportunities for commitment (awaken ing in 
the baptized child kept in his covenant; conversion 
in the one who has fallen from it) before our young 
people, either in confirmation procedure or "altar 
calls." No, we are to continue to do these. There are 
four precautions to be taken, however: (I) We must 
recognize that every person is a unique ind ividual. 
He must have his "meeting with God." We must 
help him toward that. yet realizing that we cannot 
accompany him into the Holy of Holies. (2) We must 
not bring about his moment of truth by artificial 
means, for then it will be abortive, but must move 
with the Spirit of God (th is is easier said than done). 
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(3) We must ca refully s how what salvation is and up
on what it is based. (4) We mus t fo llow up each 
decision of awakening or conversion , and the person 
who has had t he expe rience must be willing to grow 
beyond his crisis point. 

To know Christ- this is t he most important thing 

in t he world. God give us wisdom to proclaim Him 

rightly and to use each means at our disposal to in

vite others to Him wisely. 

EVANGELIST ERICKSON TO 
SPEAK IN WILLMAR 

The Free Lutheran Mi ssion 
Church located on 5th and Min
nesota in Willmar, Minn., will spon
sor a series of evangelist ic meetings 
w ith Evangelist Joseph Erickson 
bring ing t he messages from God's 
Word . 

The servicEs begin on Tuesday 
evening, September 28, at 8: 00 p.m., 
'l.nd contin ue through the week, 
each evening at 8:00 p.m. On Sun 
day, Octo ber 3, the times are 10:30 
a.m. and 8:00 p.m. 

We extend a hearty invitation to 
all 10 come and hear the Gospel 
which is the powe r of God unto 
salvation for all who believe. 

Morris Eggen, Pastor 

A STATEMENT ON THE 
PROPOSED BIBLE SCHOOL 

The Board of Trustees of the 
schools of the Association of Free 
Lutheran Congregations regrets to 
announce that plans for begi nning 
a Bible school , an ins ti tution com
pletely independent of the semi
nary, this fall have been given up. 

No qualified dean to head the 
school has yet been found and the 
Board did not think it wise to pro
ceed without such a leader. 

The search for competent, evan
gelica l staff for s uch a school is 
cont inuing and there is every in
tent ion of opening our Bible school 
in the fall of 1966. 

The Board invites prayer on be
half of its efforts and suggestions 

Some of the items of ;;:~;';~ .. ~;:,;~;~ secretary, Mrs. Harry 
transacted at t he Annual Meet ing of Molstre; treasurer, Mrs. R. M. 
the WMF- Konsterlie. (All contri but ions to the 

An offer ing of $1,744.00 was giv- work of the WMF s hou ld now be 
en to the Nogales Missi on to help sent to the new treasurer-
in the building of a chapel. Mrs. R. M. Konsterli e, Treasurer 

The decisi on carried to assist Women's Missi ona ry Federation 
financially in the establishing of a Rt. I , Willmar, Minn. 56201 ) 
Parish Education Secretary posi-
t ion. ($500 of the amount voted has 
been ra id.) 

A new slate of offi cers was 
elected: president, Mrs. Herbert 
Presteng; vice president, Mrs. Wm. 
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P. O. Box 121 1 
Nogales, Ariz. 

Dear Women of the WMf, 
A mere "thank you" seems so 

as to 
school. 

personnel for the Bible 
The Board of Trustees 

Raynard Huglen, Secretary 

PERSONALITIES 

Rev. Albert Hautamaki, Ishpem
ing, Mich., has been rece ived in to 
the Association on a fellowship ba
s is and has accepted a call from 
Calvary Luthera n Church, Everett, 
Wash. He will begin his work there 
in later September. 

Pastor A. L. Hokonson, Faith, S. 
Oak., has received commendation 
from South Dakota governor, Nils 
Bee, fo r his poem "South Dakota 
(Land of God) ," published in The 
Lutheran Ambassador, Aug. 24. The 
poem is in the Governor's fil es in 
Pierre. 

small to say for the wonderful re
sponse to our plea to help build the 
chapel. For one thing, all the givers 
can hardly be reached. But I am 
sure that a ll gave as unto t he Lord 
and His blessings fl ow r ichly to 
a ll of us. 

Twelve from ou r church just re
turned from a great week at the 
Californ ia Lutheran Bible School 
Camp. It was a good camp. Many 
blessings came to us to share and 
to enrich our lives. 

Now may the God of peace be 
with you and a ll ou r dear co
workers in Christ Jesus. 

Thank you si ncerely, 
Rev. L. C. Dynneson 

CORRECTION 

The article "Witnessing" on 
the Women for Christ page of 
the June 15 issue of The Lu
theran Ambassador was writ
ten by Mrs. Reuben Gunder
son, Strandq uist, Minn., not 
of Buxton, N. Dak. 
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All roads lead to Fargo on the weekend of September 25 and 26 
for th e DISTRICT INSTRUCTORS' TRAINING SESSIONS. 

A course completely new from last year has been planned. 
Dr. Iver Olson will lead sessions on LUTHERAN DOCTRINE for 

the entire g roup, and a filmstrip entitled THE TEACHER will be shown 
in assembly. Group sessi ons for those who teach pre-school through sixth 
g rade are entitled: "TEACHING TIPS," "MUSIC IN SUNDAY SCHOOL," 
a nd "WORSHI P HELPS." There will also be instruction for those who 
teach confirmation-age young people, high school students, and adults. 

We are asking that each district send a six-person team; team 
members wilJ be d ivided into the following groups: 

L Pre-school and Kindergarten 
2. Grades one, two, and three 
3. Grades fou r, five, and six 
4. Confirmation age 
5. High School and Adult 
6. Doctrine (a pastor) 
Those attending the sessions in Fargo will be given helps so that 

they may return to their respective districts to present a workshop this 
fall. 

The Committee on Parish Education is making arrangements fo r 
housing and meals, and wiU pay the expenses of each participant up 
to $5.00 per learn member. Should a congregation desire that more of 
its teachers attend, it would be responsible for any expense involved. 

A program such as this can be success ful only if it is undergirded 
with much prayer. May we ask t hat you join us in praying for guidance 
for those who instruct? Please pray that the Lord will supply team mem
bers, and that the entire program wiU be used to glorify the Lord. 

Sessions will begin at 9 o'clock each morning. All who a ttend are 
expected to be present on Sunday morn ing as well as for a ll t he other 
sessions. 

Rooms mly be reserved in advance at the Powers Hotel, Fargo, if 
you so desire, at the following rates: 

Plain room $3.00 single 
Half baths . . 4.25 
Showers . . 5.25 
Tub baths .. 5.50 

$4.50 double 
6.50 
7.25 
7.50 

9.50 
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Opportunity in 
New York 

Roger Ose 

PART II 

(This is the second in a series 
of two articles on the organization 
and work of a/l inner-city congrega
tion in New York City.) 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

T HE Church of the Abiding 
Presence in the Bronx, New 

York, was s tarted as a small Sunday 
school. Pupils were brought by car 
from the Bronx River and Bronx
dale Housing Projects to the Bronx 
Lutheran Church some distance 
away. As the number of pupils in
creased, Pastor Sonnack organized 
bus t ransportation from the hous
ing areas to Bronx Lutheran. 

As the Sunday school continu ed 
to grow, many people thought that 
a congregation should be organized 
in the immediate vicinity of the big 
housing projects. A large vacant 
lot was purchased in 1955 as a fu 
ture church site. The two-story 
brick home adjacent to the church 
lot was purchased in 1957 to serve 
as a parsonage, church office, and 
tem porary place for Su nday school 
and worship services. Every avai l
able room in the home was used for 
classes, but we urgently needed a 
larger buildi ng. 

Then the Board of Home Mis
s ions of the Lutheran Free Church 
granted a gene rous loan to the con
gregation and an education unit 
was built on the vacant lot near 
the two-story home. Classroom 
space was adequate for a few years, 
but gradually the Sunday school 
enrollment began to swell . 

In order to accommoda te the pu
pils who came this past year, the 
kindergarten through sixth grade 
pupils met at 9: 30 a.m., and grades 

seven through twelve met at 12: 30 
following the worship service. 
Classes were held in the Fulli love 
parsonage, the church Offi ce, and in 
the basement and first floor of the 
new education unit. Over 250 young 
people a ttend ou r Sunday school 
classes now. 

Even though our classes are over
crowded, the enrollment continues 
to grow. We are now making plans 
to provide additional rooms for our 
Sunday sch ool. Eventually we hope 
to include many more of the thou
sands of children in our community 
in our Ch ristian education program. 
The opportunity for witnessing is 
seemingly unlimited. 

MEN'S CHORUS 

The fi rst Sunday we worshiped 
with our people in the Church of 
the Abiding Presence, I felt strange 
silting among so many dark faces. 
Possibly I was a bit suspi cious of 
the Negroes. I had rarely associated 
with them before I came to New 
York. 

However, as the men's chorus 
sang an anthem fOr the worship 
service that Sunday, I forgot about 
our differences. I heard a group of 
men singing to the glory of God as 
though they really meant it. Our 
Lord had given a song to His chil
dren, and thei r lives were changed. 

Almost two yea rs have passed 
since r heard the men's chorus for 
the first time. I can still remember 
the strong bond of Christian fellow
ship I sensed as I heard them s ing 
the great hymns of the Church that 
Sunday. 

One of the choi r members is a 
dock worker. Another runs an ele
vator in a hotel. Still others work 
with steel or textiles or in restau
rants. These men unite their voices 
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on Sunday morning and lead our 
congregational singing in a very 
worshipful setting. 

MISSIONARY EILEEN MURRAY 

Eileen Murray was born of 
Christian parents in the West In
dies. She came to know Jesus as 
her Savior while she was in her 
teens. As she sought God's guid
ance in her life work, she sensed a 
call to work overseas. 

Miss Murray came 10 New York 
in order to receive a college educa
tion. After she completed the work 
for her B.S . degree, she enrolled 
at Biblical Seminary in New York 
to take courses in inductive Bible 
study and Christian education. She 
was awarded the degree of Master 
of Religious Education at Biblical 
Seminary in 1963. Since then she 
has been working faithfully in our 
church teaching Sunday school and 
Bible classes. 

On Sunday morning, May 16, 
1965, Miss Murray was commis
sioned for work in India by mem
bers of our Board of Deacons, Pas
tor Harry Fullilove, and Pastor 
Kline, the Assistant to the District 
President. She is now in India serv
ing as the principal of a Lutheran 
girls' school in Andhra Province. 

The commissioning service was a 
moving experience for our people. 
As the pastors and laymen placed 
their hands on Miss Murray's head 
at the altar, they not only commis
sioned her for work in India, but 
they promised the faithful prayers 
and support of our entire congrega
tion. We realized that each of us is 
called to serve our Lord in our par
ticular callings just as Miss Murray 
was commissioned for missionary 
work in India. More than 175 mem
bers and friends attended the serv
ice. 

A congregation that began as a 
small Sunday school not many 
years ago is now sending a member 
to India. 

OPPORTUNITY 
IN THE INNER CITY 

The inner city is usually thought 
of as the area of a large metropoli-
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tan city where thousands of fami
lies live in rather crowded and 
often poorly kept homes. The com
munity may have been a prosperous 
area at one time. However, grad
ually the middle-income people 
move to the suburbs and they sell 
their homes at a sacrifice to any
body who wiII buy-usually to 
people of minority groups . 

A big city housing committee 
may decide to clear up the area 
by tearing down the homes and 
building huge apartment buildings. 
The apartments are then leased to 
low-income families. As many as 
6,000 people may move into the 
apartments constructed on one big 
city block. The opportunities for 
Christian service in an inner-city 
community are unlimited. 

DIFFICULTIES 
IN THE INNER CITY 

Organizing a church in the inner 
city is expensive. Usually the peo
ple Jiving in the low-rent apart
ments are not able to afford better 
housing elsewhere. Families are 
sometimes large. If the parents have 
difficulty paying rent and feeding 
their children, they probably will 
not be able to give generously to 
the church. 

Several church groups move 
from the inner city to the suburbs 
when the members move there. As 
a result, the middle-income families 
are conspicuously absent in church
es in these heavily concentrated 
population areas. Some of the lead
ing Protestant church bodies have 
tended to neglect the inner city and 
a significant factor seems to be the 
tremendous cost involved in main
taining a chu~ch program in the 
inner city. 

For example, the Church of the 
Abiding Presence was started be
cause of the vision of many people 
and a generous loan from the Board 
of Home Missions of the Lutheran 
Free Church. Our congregation was 
dependent upon help from the 
Board of Home Missions until this 
year. We are now self-supporting. 

Another factor that tends to 
make inner-city work difficult is 

that inner-city work is pioneer 
work. Sunday school teachers may 
need to be trained for months in 
some of the fundamental teachings 
of the Bible. Many of our members 
have had no previous church affilia
tion before joining our fellowship. 
The pastor and the church leaders 
need to be patient in helping new 
members assume responsibilities in 
the church program. Patterns of 
faithful stewardship take years to 
develop. 

Usually the church work in the 
inner city involves ministering to 
people of nationalities other than 
Norwegian or Swedish. Sometimes 
it appears that Christians refuse to 
admit any responsibility for a per
son with dark skin unless the dark 
person is located at a safe distance 
across an ocean. Whenever a white 
congregation is called to open its 
doors to a minority group, some of 
the paying members respond with a 
loud "NO." Negroes are sometimes 
unwelcome in groups that profess 
to be the Church of Jesus Christ on 
earth. 

STARTING INNER-CITY WORK 

Pray that our Lord will help 
us to catch a vision of the tremen
dous needs and opportunities in the 
inner cities of our large Metropoli
tan areas. 

Plan very carefully what funds 
are available for inner-city work. 
By mortgaging your present church 
building, you may be able to raise 
several thousand dollars to help 
start an inner-city congregation. 
Some Lutheran churches in the 
Midwest have helped start new con
gregations through this mortgage 
sharing plan. 

Proceed with caution. Work 
through a cooperative Lutheran 
agency in determining where and 
when to begin work in the inner 
city. Advice from a city housing 
committee will also be helpful in 
determining the heavily concentrat
ed population areas. Work with 
rather than in competition with oth
er Protestant groups in the inner 
city. Needless competition and du-

[Continued On page 16 ] 
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TO THE EDITOR 

I have read all the articles on the 
English Bible versions writte n by 
Prof. Saarnivaara and Pastor Hu
glen which appeared in recent is
sues of The Lutheran Ambassador. I 
have checked all the main pa ssages 
cited in the controversy and made 
an intensive research and study of 
texts involved a nd compared the 
readings and translations of at least 
15 different versions, including Eng
lish, German and Norwegian made 
by Ch ristians and Jews. 

With regard to many of the pass
ages in question I have spent over 
60 years in using them in arguments 
a nd discussions with Jews in at
tempt ing to w in them to a savi ng 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus as 
their Messiah. 

There are about SOO passages in 
the Old Testament which a re ap
plied to the Messiah and Messianic 
times by the ancient Rabbis. Dr. 
Alfred Edersheim has collected 456 
of such passages. Not all the pas
sages so designated are considered 
Messiani c by Christians. and not all 
the passages that Christians con
sider Messianic are thus consid
ered by Jews. For instance, Genesis 
3: 15, Psalm 2:7, Psalm 110:1, Isa
iah chapter 53 are considered Mes
sianic by ancient Jews, but not 
Psalm 2: 15 or Isa iah 7: 14. 

Dr. Saarnivaara says, "Severe 
criticisms have been directed 
against the RSV. Some of them 
are by men who have not tak
en pai ns to compare the new ver
sion with the original texts but base 
their criticisms mainly on what they 
have learned from the King James 
version. It hardly pays the trouble 
to take such cr iticism seriously." 
He then goes on to eulogize Dr. 
Allan Mac Rae and claims that his 
criticisms must be taken seriously. 

I am afraid that Dr. Mac Rae be
longs to those "who have not taken 
pains to compare the RSV with t he 
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original texts" when he charges 
" that time after tim e the pas
sages in the Old Testament which 
a re used in the New Testament are 
t ranslated in such a way as to con
tradi ct the New Testament quota 
tion and thus destroy the entire 
force of t he argument for the deity 
and work of Christ." This charge 
is preposterous, unjust and untrue. 

Nea rly all the Old Testament 
quotations in the New Testament 
are from the Greek Septuagint ver
sion (LXX) and not the o riginal 
Hebrew and this alone accounts 
for t he di ffe rence in the twO texts. 

The t ranslat ion of Isaiah 52: 15 
in the RSV is correct accord ing to 
the Hebrew and the Greek. The 
LXX has it as: "Thus shall many 
nations wonder at him." The Elber
felder German Bible has t ranslated 
it: "viele nationen in staunen set
zen." In the Miniatur German Bible 
it is: "viele Voelker aufspringen 
machen." And the Norwegian Bible 
has translated it as: "Af Forund 
ring" or "startle" as in RSV. 

The difference between the RSV 
t ranslation of Isa iah 7: 14 in the 
Old Testament and the translation 
of the same text as quoted in Mat
thew 1: 23 in the New Testament is 
a pure or perfect example of the 
correctness, at least in this in
stance, of the RSV translators. In 
one case it is from the Hebrew text, 
and in the other from t he Greek 
LXX. The RSV does not introduce 
any conflict here, but the difference 
consi sts of the fact that Isaiah 
w rote in Hebrew and Matthew did 
not quOte from the Hebrew text but 
from the Greek LXX translation . 

The Hebrew word almall is used 
by Isaiah and means a g irl . maiden 
or marriagable young woman. 

The Hebrew word bethulah. 
whi ch mean s a virgin or an unmar
ried maiden, is not used by Isaiah in 
7: 14. The same word can be used 
of a widow whose marriage was 
never consummated as in Joel I : 8. 

The Greek word fo r almah is 
not parthenos as used in the LXX 
for Isaiah 7: 14 but neanis, and it 
should be noted tha t t his word is 
used in the Greek of Exodus 2: 8 and 

Psalm 68: 26. 
Dr. Saarnivaara says that "Mac 

Rae notes the LXX t ranslators who 
were Jews, must have known the 
meaning of the word a/mah used 
here, and they translated it par
thenos, w hich always means vi r
gin." But the fact is that the 
translators should not have used 
parthenos and to be consistent with 
the translation of other passages 
should have used the word neanis. 
and which they did use elsewhere 
when t ranslating a/mah. 

Dr. Saarnivaara says: "The same 
word is used of Rebekah." But this 
is no t quite correct. In Genesis 
24: 14 the word naarah, a girl or 
maiden. is used. In Genesis 24: 16 
the word naarah and bethulah, a 
vi rgin, a re used, and in Genesis 
24: 43 a/mah, young woman, is used. 
The same word a/mah is used in 
Exodus 2: 8 and in the LXX is trans
lated neanis, young woman. 

The LXX is a poor t ranslation. 
was not inspi red by God as was 
the original Hebrew and was never 
accepted by the Jews of Palestine. 
Its only au thority was among the 
rationalist Jews of Greece and 
Egypt and later among Gentile 
Christians who knew no Hebrew. 
The LXX was considered so faulty 
a work that three later Greek trans
lations were made to offset its in
accuracies. 

Another couple of observations I 
should like to make is that when 
the Jewish Mission of the Church 
of England transl ated the Book of 
Common Prayer of t he Anglican 
Church into Hebrew in 1817 they 
did not use the word almah, young 
woman of Isaiah 7: 14, for "virgin" 
in the Apostles' and Nicene creeds 
but bethulah. On the o ther hand 
when Dr. Franz Delitzsch translated 
the New Testament into Hebrew in 
1877 he did not use the word be
thulah fo r parthenos in Matt hew 
J: 23 but reverted to the origina l 
Hebrew almah of Isaiah 7: 14. This 
was a lso done by Drs. Sa\kinson and 
Ginsburg when they issued their 
Hebrew New Testament in 1886. 

Much has been made of the alle-

rConll/wed Oil /XIgc 16 ] 

The Lutheran Ambassador 

, 



CHURCH-WORLD NEWS 
LUTHERANS EXCEED 9,000,000 

IN UNITED STATES AND 
CANADA 

New York-(NLC) Membership 
in North American Lutheran 
Churches exceeded 9,000,000 adults 
and children by the end of 1964, 
an annual statistical summary is
sued here by the National Lutheran 
CouncH shows. 

According to the summary, year
end reports by Lutheran bQ!iies in
dicated a total of 9,002~969 baptized 
members. The figure~ represents 
8,707,273 members in tbe United 
States and 295,696 members in af
filiated groups in Cana'dao' 

The figures were compiled by 
Miss Helen M. KnubeJ, secretary 
for research and statistics in the 
NLC Division of Public Relations. 

Last year's total represents a 
gain of 132,248 members over the 
8,870,721 reported the previous 
year, an increase of 1.4 percent. 
Breakdowns of the growth showed 
127,002 new members in this coun
try and 5,246 in Canada. 

Comprising the third largest 
Protestant denominational grouping 
in America, the Lutheran Churches 
are exceeded in numbers only by 
the Baptists and Methodists . 

The summary of the NLC is based 
on statistics covering ten Lutheran 
church bodies- five of which reo 
corded gain, four with no reported 
change, and one which suffered a 
loss in membership. 

Distributed among the 18,538 Lu· 
theran congregations in the United 
States and Canada, last year's 
J32,248-member gain in baptized 
membership marks an average in· 
crease of 7.1 new members per 10' 
cal church. 

Confirmed or adult membership 
rose by 108,103 to a new total of 
6,001,105. The 1.8 percent gain in
dicated an average accession of 5.8 
adult members per congregation in 
1964. 

The largest of the Lutheran boo 
dies is the Lutheran Church in 
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America with 3,253,091 members, 
a net increase of 25,934 or 0.8 per· 
cent, over 1963 statistics. 

For the 20th consecutive year, 
the highest numerical increase was 
made by the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod-the second largest 
Lutheran body-as it accounted for 
45.8 percent of all the new memo 
b~rs reported. 

Last year, Missouri Synod's bap· 
tized membership rose to 2,744,574 
through an increase of 60,698 memo 
bers. The rate of growth, 2.2 per
cent, was the greatest among rna· 
jor bodies for the seventh consecu· 
tive year. 

The third largest of the ten bo-
dies, the American Lutheran 

Church, climbed to 2,587,204 after 
recording a 42,587-member gain. 
Compared with 1963 figures, the 
membership increased by 1.6 per
cent. 

The Wisconsin Evangelical Lu
theran Synod, fourth in size, re
ported an increase of 3,626 mem
bers which brought its total mem
bership to 358,466. The gain 
amounted to approximately I per
cent. 

The Church of the Lutheran Con
fession, which was organized in 
1961, reported a gain of 403 mem
bers or 4.9 percent, increasing its 
total to 8,655. 

The most recent statistics avail
able showed the Evangelical Lu-
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theran Synod w ith 14,608 members, 
the Synod of Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches with 20,464 members, 
the Apostolic Lutheran Church with 
7,203 members, and the Church of 
the Lutheran Brethren with 8,204 
members. 

The Eielsen Synod, whose last 
reported census placed its member
ship at 1,500 some eight years ago, 
estimated its membership at about 
500. 

Opportunity in New York 

[Continued from page 13J 
plication in one community surely 
cannot be the Lord's will if hun
dreds of other areas are neglected. 
Go into areas where other church 
groups have not ventured. 

Possibly the members of the As
sociation of Free Lutheran Congre
gat ions w ill catch a vision of the 
tremendous opportunities for serv
ice in the inner cities of New York, 
Chicago, Los Angeles or Minneapo
lis. May our Lord give us a vision 
of the work waiting to be done. 
May we respond as Isaiah did, 
"Here I am! Send me" (Isa. 6: 8) . 

Letters to the Editor 

rCon l;nlled from p'we 111 

gation that in the place of the 
archaic language of the KJV the 
RSV and NEB have in some few 
cases introduced American or Eng
lish slang into their translations. 
This may be so, but no one will 
argue, I believe, that it was not a 
good thing or an improvement to 
change the obsolete and offensive 
language of the KJV in such pas
sages as below for those of the RSV. 
I Kings 14: 10, 16: 11, 21:21; II Ki ngs 
9: 8, 18: 27; I Samuel 25: 22, 34; Isa
iah 36: 12. 

Elias Newman 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

(For 16 years Director of the 
Twin Cities' stations of the Zion 
Society for Israel and former teach
er of the Jewish Mission course at 
the Lutheran Bible Instit ute, Min
neapolis, Minn .) 
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The a rticles in favor of the King 
James Version were carefully writ
ten. I also appreciated the articles 
for and against the Revised Stand
ard Version. 

Your policy of allowing discus
sion on both s ides of a question 
is excellent. In keeping with your 
policy, you should now present a 
series of articles on the errors in 
the King James Version. 

Roger Ose 
Flushing, N. Y. 

Editor's Note: We do no t feel 
that any continuat ion of a d iscus
sion of Bible versions a t this t ime 
is advisable. At the same t ime, we 
hope that our readers will make 
further study on their own into the 
various versions available . We have 
two such in mind as ou r own proj
ect in coming months. 

Reader Ose's use of the word "er
rors" does not imply error in doc
trine. That translators through the 
ages have differed in their belief 
of how certain words should be 
translated is an obvious fact. And 
thei r work has been dependent up
on the sources available to them at 
the time in which they worked. 

But as we have pointed out be
fore , the glory is that the message 
of salvation through Jesus Christ is 
unmistakable and clear in all the 
recognized versions. The truth is 
couched in somewhat different 
words, yes, but the meaning is 
avoidable only to those who will 
not believe. 

As an example , we give John 
I: 12 in the following versions: 

King James Version: "But as 
many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on 
his name." 

Revised Standard Version: "But 
to all who received him, who be
lieved in his name, he gave power 
to become children of God." 

New Eng/ish Bible: "But to aU 
who did receive him, to those who 
have yielded him their allegiance, 
he gave the right to become chil
dren of God." 

The New Testament in the Lan-

guage of Today (Beck): "But to all 
who welcomed Him, who believe in 
His name, He gave the power to 
become God's children." 

New American Standard Bible: 
"But as many as rece ived Him, to 
them He gave the right to become 
children of God, even to those who 
believe in His name." 

American Standard Version: 
"But as many as received him, to 
them gave he the right to become 
children of God, even to them that 
believe on his name." 

Moffatt 's New Testament: "On 
those who have accepted him, he 
has conferred the right of being 
children of God, that is, on those 
who believe in his name." 

Weymouth's New Testament: 
"But to all who have received Him 
-that is, to those who trust in His 
name-He has given the privilege 
of becoming children of God." 

Engl ish Revision of 1881: The 
same as that of the American 
Standard Version. 

The 20th Century New Testa
ment: "But to all who did he gave 
the r ight to become children of God 
- To those who beli eve in him. " 

The Lutheran Ambassador 


