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MEDITAaTION
MOMENTS

‘“‘Jesus said to the twelve, ‘Will you
also go away?’ Simon Peter answered
Him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life;
and we have believed, and have come
to know, that you are the Holy One
of God’ ”’ (John 6:67-69).

Pastor Leif Flgrenes, husband of
my mother’s cousin, preached on this
text (6:66-69) at the Sunday morning
worship in Grorud Church, just out-
side of Oslo, Norway, on August 22.
That evening, when I spoke briefly
in English to the congregation there,
consisting largely of young people
then, I greeted them with this same
passage. (I also told them something
about our Bible School in Minneap-
olis.) This text is also one which I
have used several times for confirma-
tion services.

The text comes out of a time of
sifting in the ministry of Jesus. In-
deed, His whole ministry was that,
of invitation and sifting. Large crowds
had followed the Galilean preacher.
Apparently He was at the zenith of
His popularity. Great temptations
confront any public personage at such
a time. Adulation and applause can

prove strong attractions to mute one’s
message in order to keep the good
times going.

But Jesus, true to His course, con-
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tinued to preach the truth as He saw
it and as He was the Truth. Identifica-
tion with Him must be complete. He
alone was the way to God. He used
the terms of His blood being drink
and His flesh being food. He was the
Bread of Life replacing the manna of
the wilderness.

Most of those who were following
Him fell away at His words. Finally,
only twelve remained, those original
twelve. But faced with Jesus’ incisive
question, “Will you also go away?”,
Peter gave the triumphant answer,
“Lord, to whom shall we go? You
have the words of eternal life.”

Jesus forces no one to follow Him,
to be His disciple. We learn that first
of all from this text. Can’t God in
His almighty power change a man’s
heart so that he will believe? God can
save and He can do what is impossible
with man, but that does not include
overthrowing man’s will in the mat-
ter. He does not violate man’s -person-
ality and freedom. Heaven will not be
peopled by those who would rather
not be there.

In the next place, we see that there
are those who look at life’s alterna-
tives and they find the answers in
Jesus Christ. They come to the conclu-
sion that He gives life meaning, that
purpose comes out of relationship to

Him. They realize that Jesus is the
One who alone can deal with the sin
question in their lives because of His
death and resurrection, and remove
the penalty of sin from them. All of
this is contained for them in the
words of Peter, ‘‘You have the words
of eternal life.”

In effect, Jesus asks everyone the
same question, “Will you also go
away?’”’, or, positively stated, ‘“‘Will
you come to Me?”’ Recently or long
ago, as the case may be, many of us
learned the first question and answer
in the Explanation of the Catechism:
What is God’s will concerning man?
Ans.: God willeth that all men should
be saved and come to the knowledge
of the truth (I Timothy 2:4).

The question is asked out of loving
concern, a concern backed by the sac-
rifice of Himself on the part of Je-
sus. No one could do more than He
did, no one could do as much, for He
is God’s Son.

The response lies with us, each
one of us, with those, too, who know
nothing of what is written in this
church paper. For myself, my answer
is that of Peter. I believe Jesus has
the words of eternal life and I am
satisfied at His side. Do you join
me there?

—Raynard Huglen
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Personal Evangelism as a Factor
in Building the Congregation

The church of the present day is
one of much activity, with its many
organizations and social functions. As
time passes it seems that these in-
creasing activities demand more and
more of our time and attention to the
extent that many of our churches have
become so cluttered up with ma-
chinery (organizations) that, even
though it might seem that this ma-
chinery is performing efficiently it is
after all falling far short of accom-
plishing God’s plan and purpose.

We are all agreed that organizations
are necessary and that certain defi-
nite rules be followed, that our work
as a church may be done ‘‘decently
and in order;”’ but we do stand in
grave danger of losing sight of the
value of the individual soul. If we
would keep in mind the words of the
Master, ““For what is a man profited
if he gain the whole world and lose
his soul,” we would be more con-
cerned about the brother and sister
who walk by our side, and would in
turn seek to win those souls with
which we come in contact for Christ
and His Church. For after all, the
Church of Jesus Christ on earth is
built up of individuals who have come
to recognize what the Church has
stood for and the part it has played
and is playing today in the shaping
and moulding of individual lives, thus
fitting them for service in His king-
dom.

Christ’s last command to His be-
lieving Church was a command em-
bracing all lands and nations. But
nineteen centuries have now passed
and yet to 50% of the world’s popula-
tion the Gospel of Jesus Christ is still
unknown. If we were to search out
the reason for the slow progress
made, we would find that the evan-
gelization of the world has been re-
tarded by cold, clammy indifference

on the part of those who bear the

Christian name.
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by Rev. Elmer F. Brandt

Mass conversions seem to have be-
come rather uncommon during the
last three or four decades. For this
reason the Church must lay greater
emphasis on personal evangelism,
winning souls one by one for His king-
dom. It may seem that this is a slow
process by which to build the congre-
gation, and yet when we study the
life of Christ and His ministry, we find
that it consisted largely in contacting
individuals. Jesus took time to speak
with individuals, such as: the woman
at the well of Sychar; the rich young
ruler; Nicodemus, who came to Jesus
at night; and many others of whom
Scripture speaks. Walking along the
shores of Galilee one day He spoke
to a lonely fisherman, saying, ‘‘Follow
me.” And Andrew found his brother
Peter; they followed Jesus. Others,
too, became followers of Christ
through similar contacts. Matthew, as
he sits at the place of toll, is invited
by Jesus to fellowship, resulting in a
lifelong service. Although we have
very little information as to the extent
of the activities of some of the dis-
ciples in the service of Christ, yet we
do know that Andrew won his brother
Peter, who with all his failings accom-
plished a great work in bringing many
souls to Christ. This incident has
served to encouraged personal evan-
gelism, seeing how one soul won
might go out and win hundreds and
even thousands, as in the case of Pet-
er.

When engaged in soul-winning, we
are assisting in accomplishing or ful-
filling the last command of our Savior
to His Church. But in many places
this is left largely to the pastor of the
congregation with the result that
progress is retarded. It is evident that
the building of the congregation can-
not be done through the preaching of
the Word alone; nor can it be done
by the pastor alone; but only by united
effort of the Christians in the congre-

gation with the pastor as captain can

this be done.
It is quite common, especially for

worldly-minded people, to judge a
pastor’s success by the number of
names which he may add to the mem-
bership roll of his church, while the
successful pastor in God’s sight is not
necessarily such as has built up a
church with a large membership, but
rather the one who through personal
contact has won recruits for the
Lord’s army, who together with the
pastor work for the salvation of souls.
If the pastor has been able to win
some upon whom he can rely as co-
laborers in the vineyard, and who
have definitely dedicated their lives
to Him and His cause, he has a nu-
cleus with which to begin the building
of a spiritual congregation. Let us
say, he has here a foundation upon
which to begin the building. It is al-
together evident that the foundation
is a very important part of any struc-
ture, and surely it is not less impor-
tant in the building of the congre-
gation. The truly spiritual congrega-
tion must be built on Christ as the
chief cornerstone, with consecrated
members as living stones in the struc-
ture.” ‘“‘For other foundation can no
man lay than that which is laid, which
is Jesus Christ”’ (I Cor. 3:11).

It may seem at first glance that this
is a slow and tedious work and yet
we know that the really worthwhile
things in life are the product of
thoughtful, careful and prayerful
precision. The writer will long re-
member when far into a Saturday
night he spoke with a man who yet
at the age of 65 was unsaved, and
how the pastor could, on returning to
his study, to make the final prepara-
tions for the Sunday service, rejoice
and thank God because another of
earth’s weary travelers had started
on the homeward march. Nor can he
forget that young woman to whom life
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had become somewhat of a puzzle, but
who through conversing with her pas-
tor about her relationship with Christ
was led to see the light and so re-
turned to her home with joy in her
heart because she now had the assur-
ance of sins forgiven and was really
a child of God through faith in His
Son. Other incidents, too, might be
mentioned to show that personal evan-
gelism has an important part to play
in “building the congregation.” Dr.
Peck is reported to have said that if
he had the certainty that he was to
live only ten years, and as a condition
of gaining heaven at the end thereof,
he had to win a thousand or ten thou-
sand souls for Christ, and he was
given his choice of winning them ei-
ther by preaching sermons or by in-
dividual effort, he would choose the
latter method every time.

Then, too, mention must be made
of the personal talks with the confir-
mands during the period of instruction
for confirmation as well as afterward,
for through these personal efforts
several of these young people have
been helped and have thus been kept
for Christ and His Church, who other-
wise would likely have fallen away.

Much is said today about winning
“the crowds” for Christ. We believe
that every such effort should be en-
couraged; but it stands to reason that
men can enter the Kingdom of God
only as individuals, and man being
a personality must be dealt with as
such. Therefore, the pastor who aims
to build a spiritual congregation will
endeavor to enlist united efforts of t’
Christians within the congregation
this great and noble task, ‘‘the buil
ing of His Church on earth.”

The story is told that several miles
above Milton, Pa., when the ice was
breaking up, a farmer got into one
of his boats, purposing to pull it out
of the river. A floating mass of ice
struck it, breaking it loose from the
bank, and carrying it and him out into
the current. A neighbor, seeing the
danger, mounted a horse and with
great speed rode down to Milton. The
people of the town gathered all the
ropes they could secure, went out on
the bridge, and suspended a line of
dangling ropes from the bridge across
the river. They could not tell at just
what point the boat with the farmer
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would pass under, so they put a rope
down every two or three feet clear
across. By and by the farmer was
seen, wet and cold, standing in the
boat half full of water, drifting down
the rapid current. When he saw the
ropes dangling within reach, he seized
the nearest one, was drawn up and
saved. Now, one rope might not have
answered the purpose. The pastor
hangs the rope of salvation from the
pulpit, and sinners present do not
seem to get near it; but if members
of the congregation will hang out
ropes, souls are sure to be won for
the Kingdom.

Because of existing conditions it
becomes apparent that greater em-
phasis must be given to personal
evangelism in the future than in the
past. Evil forces are at work every-
where; false teachers seem to in-
crease in number, denouncing the
teaching of the Christ and causing
men to doubt the preaching of the
Gospel as we have it in our churches.
The pastor who is vitally interested
in the winning of souls and the build-
ing of a spiritual congregation will
find many opportunities to deal in-
dividually with souls since there are
many who, perplexed and bewildered,
are just longing for such an opportuni-
ty of speaking with a Christian pastor
about problems which confront them.
In dealing tactfully with these, they
may through such spiritual help and
guidance become splendid material for
the ‘“‘Building of a Spiritual Congre-
gation.”

—The Lutheran Messenger

(Rev. E. F. Brandt was an evangelist
in the Lutheran Free Church.)

RISE IN THE NAME OF JESUS
Based on Acts 3:1-8

The beggar who sat by the beautiful
gate,

His place had been there from early
to late.

Many went by, through the long weary
days,

But few did notice, how sad was his
place,

Alone, and begging for a mite to live,

Taking what little the people would
give.

Alone and forsaken, how sad it must
be,

No hope of healing, no hope to be free.

Did he dare to look up to heaven
above,

Wond’ring if God did poor cripples
love?

Would there be any hope of a better
day,

His helpless estate be taken away?

Were his thoughts all gloom—no
glimmer of light,

When Peter and John there stopped
by his side,

No silver, no gold, but a matchless
name,

The name of Jesus, to the beggar
came;

In that name they bade him get up
and stand

And at once was severed each
crippling band.

And up he did rise, with a happy shout,
Wonder of wonders, he could walk
about—
Perchance he looked up to the azure
sky,
Praising the God who reigneth on
high;
Then into the temple with joy he
came,
Proclaiming the power of the Savior’s
name.
Alma M. Nelson, 1882-1975

Al

GOD’S PEACE

1 prayed for you this morning,
That Jesus would be near,

And bless you with His presence
And take away all fear.

1 prayed that He would touch you
And give to you His peace,

That He would be your Refuge and
And from your pain, Release.

Whate’er is best, He’ll give you;
We know not, but He knows.
With His dear presence near you,
May you find a sweet respose,
In Jesus’ name.
Mrs. Laura Norum
Amery, Wis.
(Written for a sick friend)
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A Series on Rescue
Mission Miracles

Bob Matthews Adrift
Meets the Transformer

My son Bob has gone and got reli-
gion now. It all happened during the
last World War when he was in the
service. I think he’ll get over it. I
think it’s another of his queer ideas.
He always was a hard one to figure
out, that Bob. He was a real handful.

Even before his mother and I split
up and got the divorce, I could tell
he wasn’t like other boys. Too sensi-
tive sometimes, too tough at others.
That’s one reason I left him with her.
I figured that a woman could handle
a boy like that a lot better than a
man could.

But she couldn’t do a thing with him.
Once in a long while, she wrote and
told how he was always complaining,
always saying he was lonesome,
wanted somebody to whom to talk.
They had their worst trouble over his
working around too much with his
ham radio set. That was all he did.
He wasn’t much good in school, and
it got so his mother couldn’t get any-
thing out of him when he did come
home. Every day he went straight
to his room and played around with
that radio set. There were wires and
tubes and batteries all over the house.

Now his mother was a timid woman.
Naturally, she was scared he’d set the
place on fire. She didn't like what the
neighbors said, either. Because of
Bob’s set, they were getting static on
their own radios and they didn’t like
that. His mother didn’t want the whole
neighborhood against her, and who
could blame her? And for a 12-year-
old, Bob was very stubborn. He kept
saying that his radio set was all he
had, that he wouldn't give it up. Well,
it was either the set or the neighbors,
and if the boy wouldn’t give up the
set, there wasn’t anything for her to
do but tell him to get out, was there?

That’s how he happened to come to
live with us in Atlantic City. I say
‘“‘us”’ because I'd married again by
that time, and my wife must have had
a premonition about what kind of
trouble we were going to have with
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the boy. She didn't like it at all when
she found out she was going to have
my son in the house. But I certainly
can’t complain about her attitude.

Bob left the bus and came in to the
station to look around for me. I saw
him first and called out, ‘Hello,
Bob.” I can see him yet coming
through the terminal, lugging heavy
suitcases and some radio batteries.

‘“Hi, Dad! Gee, I'm glad to see you.
Why weren’t you out at the bus to
meet me when I came in? Oh, boy,
Dad, I'm glad’’—was the way he be-
gan, but I couldn’t let him go on, so
I said to cut it, and I turned to intro-
duce my wife.

“Bob, this is my wife.” It may be
that I fumbled my line a little.

Bob choked up as he questioned,
“Your wife, Dad?”’

I quickly suggested we could talk
about that later, but Bob’s stepmother
was of another mind at the moment.
She said, ‘“Yes, I'm his wife—now.
I’'m no happier to see you than you
are to see me, Robert. This wasn’t
in the bargain when I married your
father, and we’ll just see who gets
pushed around and who doesn’t.”’

I did think those were harsh words
to use, but Bob being the problem
child he was, I guess it was the best
way to handle him. Just show him
you wouldn’t stand for any nonsense
right at the beginning, that was my
wife’s idea.

From the start, Bob was a show-off.
He strutted and swaggered in and out
of the house, and no matter how much
my wife tried to discipline him, it
didn’t do any good. The more she
tried to straighten him out, the more
the ungrateful boy took to staying
away from the house.

Playing hooky got to be a habit with
him. This didn’t look good for us in
the neighborhood. After all, we were
his parents. But what could we do?
My wife took it especially hard. I can
remember her saying to her friends
over the phone time after time, “Yes,

thanks for calling me. I know, he’s
always getting into trouble like that.
Yes, you're sweet. I know, I'll just
have to bear up, but it is so humiliat-
ing when people take for granted that
he’s my own son.”’

After a while, Bob’s actions got her
down. Finally she told folks, ‘“‘Don’t
ask me how my son Bob’s doing. He’s
not my son. No son of mine would
ever turn out that way. He’s a hood-
lum.”

I felt sorry that Bob’s teachers kept
calling her about his playing hooky.
After a while, she had to say, ‘“‘Don’t
call here at the house about that boy
again. If he plays hooky from school,
it’s none of my responsibility. Call his
father at work.”

Bob was getting older. He was only
15, but he acted older than that. Even
the bartender at the corner told him
that he thought he looked old for 19,
which he said was his age. If Bob
wanted to stand around in the bar-
rooms and lie about his age, well,
it was just what you'd expect from
such a fellow.

Once lying about his age did do him
a good turn, but just for a little while.
In the end, it was nothing but another
dilemma.

They were starting a new radio sta-
tion in Atlantic City. Bob heard that
they were auditioning for announcers
and he tried out. I didn’t give him
much encouragement, and I have to
admit I was amazed when he came
home and said he had the job. Of
course, he didn’t mention how old he
was.

I have to hand it to him, he seemed
to do pretty well. Guess all the work
he’d done with his ham set helped
him. Before long, we used to tune in
on Saturday afternoon and hear him
announcing the name bands that play
in the board-walk spots. Coast to coast
network broadcast, no less!

But lies do catch up with one. Sure
enough, they found out at the station
how old he was, and of course, they
fired him.

After that, Bob was impossible. He
talked about being grown up and I
know he swore and drank and smoked
as much as a fellow of 25. You’d think
he was grown up to hear how he car-
ried on about going to school. But he
was still only 15. And we were deter-
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mined to have him keep on at high
school.

He took to staying out later than
ever. “How’s a boy going to keep up
with his schoolwork if he stays out
till one and two?’’ my wife would say.
She was right, and her idea about
bolting the front door from the inside
after 11 every night was a good one.
““This ought to teach that boy a les-
son,”” she said as she slid the bolt into
place the first night.

I couldn’t get to sleep right away
that night and I was awake when Bob
came home about one. I could tell from
the way he walked that he hadn’t been
drinking. I heard him put his key in
the lock and try the door. Then he
pushed against it hard. There was a
long silence and I could hear him go-
in down the porch steps. Of all things,
he was whistling.

‘“That hard-boiled youngster. You
can’t teach him anything,” I said to
myself and turned over. I was drifting
off to sleep when I heard Clark, the
policeman on the beat, call out to Bob,
ask him if anything was wrong. Bob
answered something about not bother-
ing his father. His voice sounded high
and choked. Clark slammed his night-
stick on the sidewalk like he was mad
and said he’d fix up a cot for Bob.

About a week later my wife found
out that the cot that Officer Clark
fixed up was at the city jail. But
she kept on bolting the door at night,
hoping that Bob would come to his
senses. ‘‘Imagine, your son sleeping
at the city jail, like a common thief
or a city drunk,” she said. “We’ll
teach him.”

But Bob kept coming home late and
going down to his cot at the jail. Every
so often, I felt it was my duty to give
him some fatherly advice. ‘“Bob, let
me tell you something,” I said one
night after supper. “If you don’t
straighten out and mend your ways
and act like a boy your age should
act, you’re going to end up behind the
eight-ball.”

He stood staring back at me, like
he was waiting for me to say some-
thing else, and he muttered some-
thing about not acting like a boy his
age because he never had any of the
things a boy his age should have. This
didn’t make any sense to me and
there didn’t seem to be much more
to say, so I picked up the evening pa-
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per, and Bob went to his room.

I must admit I was relieved when
he told me he wanted to quit high
school and join the Navy. He had
missed so much school anyway that
we’d given up all hope of his graduat-
ing. I thought the Navy would make
a man out of him. Get him out there
with a lot of real men and he’d snap
out of his sullen, shiftless ways.

I gave him some more sound advice
before he left. I felt it was my place
to do that. “Watch out for bad wom-
en,” I told him. I wasn’t expecting
his answer. ‘‘Women—’' he blurted
out. “I hate women and why shouldn’t
I, considering the two I've known?”
That—after all his stepmother had
done to help him. And his poor timid
mother.

I'm not quite sure what happened
to Bob right after that. He was in boot
training in Newport, Rhode Island,
and then we heard he was in the Great
Lakes gunnery school.

Next thing I knew he’d got this
““religion bug.” According to what he
told us over and over, this is how it
happened.

He and some of his buddies were
on Skid Row in Chicago. He said they
were slumming, but knowing what
kind of a fellow Bob was, I have my
doubts. They were feeling ‘‘high’” and
when they got off a streetcar, a fellow
standing on the curb handed Bob a
piece of paper.

“Here you are, Buddy. Come on
inside,”’ the fellow said. But when Bob
inquired and he found out it was a
mission, he pushed the paper in his
pocket and went on down the street
with his pals.

When they went to the next bar, and
Bob reached in for a ten-spot to pay
for the drinks, he pulled out this piece
of paper. Seems it was a religious
tract and there was a Scripture verse
written on it. Something about reason-
ing together, though your sins be as
scarlet or red like crimson.

Right then, Bob began to feel queer.
Of course, he’d been drinking a lot
that night and I think it must have
had something to do with it. Although
they jeered, he left that gang of
sailors in the har and headed back
to see the man who had handed him
the leaflet. The Pacific Garden Mis-
sion, he says the name of the place
is, there on Skid Row.

He found the place and went in. And
this is the rest of Bob’s story.

A lot of soldiers and sailors were
telling the story of their lives, how
“religion”” had changed them. Bob
thought it was humbuggery at first,
but after the meeting, a fellow came
to him, and Bob asked him if he could
give him one good reason for believing
in God.

“Yes, I can: Christ,” the fellow an-
swered.

That didn’t make sense to Bob, and
he told the fellow so. But the answer
he got then seemed to indicate that
the fellow knew about Bob, his inter-
est in radio and electricity. He went
on to say, and I've heard Bob repeat
it so many times I can almost say
it word for word, ‘“You know electri-
cal power has to go through a trans-
former before it can enter a small
cottage. It’s too potent for use in a
little building as it comes straight
from the dynamo. Well, that’s what
Christ is—the Transformer that
makes God usable.

“All you’ve got to do is accept Him
as the Son of God, and you can have
the power of God in your life. That’s
the best reason I know for believing
there is a God.”

Bob says the fellow didn’t take it
back either, when he told him what
a troublemaker he’d been ever since
he was a boy. The fellow went on to
explain that Bob wasn’t making the
change in himself, that Jesus Christ
was making it for him.

““That did it,”” Bob says, “‘I accepted
Christ right then and there.”’

I still think that Bob’s off on another
tangent, that he’ll get over this reli-
gion idea before long.

But, I must admit it’s changed him.
No more carousing around from what
I can see. He finished high school after
he got out of service, too. Knowing
how he hated school, that, to me, was
amazing. Since then, he’s had three
years of college, is married to a won-
derful girl and is mixed up in radio
again. He claims there is something
warm and personal in following Jesus
Christ, a Person, the Living God, not
just a principle.

You don’t suppose that there is
something in this Christian life after
all?

UNSHACKLED; Courtesy, Pacific
Garden Mission, Chicago, I11.
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Do You Say It or
Pray It?
N. N. Ronning

The Lord’s Prayer is the Perfect
Prayer. Though so brief, it covers all
human needs. Only the Lord Jesus
could have given us such a prayer.

When we have prayed it and medi-
tated upon it a lifetime, we have
barely entered into its outer courts.
Vast treasure chambers beckon be-
yond.

The Lord’s Prayer is prayed in
grand cathedrals and on lonely rafts
drifting helplessly on the broad ocean.
It is one of the first prayers taught
little children. It is the prayer of
strong men and women in need of a
strength greater than their own.

We should not merely say, recite,
repeat the Lord’s Prayer. We should
pray it slowly, thoughtfully, rever-
ently.

Our Father Which Art in Heaven

The word ‘‘our” breaks down all
barriers of race, class, color and
creed, drawing all believers into a
sacred fellowship, the Church of the
Living Lord.

We do not call God Creator or King
or the First Great Cause. We call Him
with the intimate term Father. As
a Father He loves, cares for, and pro-
tects His children. Underneath us are
the everlasting arms.

Yes, there is a heaven, our Father’s
home, our ultimate home. But for the
hope of heaven, our burdens would
be unbearable. ‘“There is no pain
there,” said a dying friend.

No matter how desperate our lot in
life may be, we do not despair. When
the night is dark and we are far from
home, we catch at times glimpses
of the sunlit towers and turrets of the
New Jerusalem and hear strains of
melodies divinely sweet.

Hallowed Be Thy Name

God is holy, His name is holy.
“Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all
that is within me, bless His holy
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name.” This is a great missionary
petition. Before God’s name can be
hallowed throughout the world, it
must be made known throughout the
world. God grant the day may soon
dawn when all men, women and chil-
dren may know and love the holy
name.

Thy Kingdom Come

Into a dark and dreary world there
came a vision of transcendent beauty.
For a long time it was blurred, but
grew in brilliance until it finally blos-
somed into a glorious reality—the
kingdom of God.

Jesus’ chief interest was the king-
dom of God. He spoke more about the
kingdom than about anything else. In
His first public utterance He an-
nounced that the kingdom was at
hand. In the Sermon on the Mount
He declares, ‘‘Blessed are the poor
in spirit; for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.” The kingdom is the most
important thing in the world. Jesus
urges us to seek it first. If we miss
the kingdom, we miss everything.
Having found it, we must never look
back, but press forward. In parables
He lifts our thoughts to higher levels,
to an understanding of the kingdom,
its nature and growth. He takes little
children in His arms, blesses them
and says they belong to the kingdom.
To sinners He says that they must
repent; that is, acknowledge and con-
fess their sins and turn to God through
the guidance and power of the Holy
Spirit. He knew it meant death, yet
unafraid He declared Himself to be
a king. As His main concern was the
kingdom before His death, it was
His chief concern after His resurrec-
tion. Immediately before His return
to heaven He gave us the royal com-
mand to win the world for Him.

The kingdom does not spring from
the mind of man. “My kingdom is not
of this world,” He told Pilate. It was

planned in the secret council of God
before the foundation of the world.
Like a beautiful rainbow sweeping
from horizon to horizon across the
sky, the plan of the kingdom stretches
from eternity to eternity. We cannot
see the kingdom with our eyes, says
Jesus, and adds, ‘‘The kingdom is
within you.” It is in the hearts of the
believers. The kingdom is where the
king lives and rules.

The kingdom is more than wishful
thinking. It is dynamic, vital, vibrant.
Jesus says it is the righteousness of
God. It is the greatest power making
for righteousness among men. It
expresses itself outwardly in every
department of human endeavor: in
private life, in the home, in the rela-
tion between races, classes, employer
and employee, in national and inter-
national affairs.

Thy Will Be Done On Earth,
As It Is In Heaven

What a wonderful world this would
be if God’s will were done here on
earth as it is done in heaven by the
angels and by the saints who have
gone home ahead of us.

God reveals His will first and fore-
most in His Word, the Bible. If we
want to know God’s will, we must read
the Bible daily, if only a few verses
a day. Read with an open mind and
a prayerful heart. Pray that the Holy
Spirit may give you light to see the
way and power to walk the way. Take
everything, yes, everything to God in
prayer. Tell Him of your problems.
Ask Him to give you a willing heart.
Not only talk to God but listen to
God, as His voice comes to you
through His Word, and in your con-
science.

Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread

Some people say, “‘I do not need
to pray for bread; I earn it with my
wit and with my hands.”

They forget that God is the creator
and distributor of the marvelous nat-
ural resources. It is He who created
the fertile soil. It is He who lets the
rain fall and the sun shine, ripening
the fruit, whitening the fields.

We must see to it that the natural
resources are not exploited by the
few but operated for the benefit of
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the many. We do not pray this peti-
tion aright, if we do not share the
good things with those who have too
little.

Forgive Us Our Trespasses As We
Forgive Those Who Trespass
Against Us

God be praised; there is forgive-
ness! David’s cry, ‘‘Wash me, and I
shall be whiter than snow!” is rising
from millions of sin-soiled souls. The
time came when David could testify,
““As far as the East is from the West,
so far hath he removed our trans-
gressions from us.”” Isaiah declares,
“Thou hast cast my sins behind thy
back.” Jesus knew what price sin.
‘““He (God) hath made Him sin for
us.”” We must forgive in order to be
forgiven. An unforgiving spirit cannot
receive forgiveness.

And Lead Us Not Into Temptation,
But Deliver Us From Evil

Jesus knew from personal experi-
ence the terrific reality of temptation.
He won through the power of the
Word. He knows we are tempted; He
knows our weakness. He gives us this
petition that we may win out and
live victoriously. We must not expose
ourselves to temptations or tempt
others. Only a fanatic or a God would
teach us this amazing petition. ‘‘De-
liver us from evil.”” Evil within, evil
without. Jesus was not a fanatic. He
was the Son of God. Millions gladly
bear testimony that through power
from on high, they are being delivered
from evil.

For Thine Is The Kingdom, And
The Power, And The Glory,
Forever—Amen

These words ring out like trium-
phant organ peals at the close of a
service. Thank God, there is a king-
dom of heaven, there is a power great-
er than our own, there is a glory be-
yond compare, waiting for us!

—Courtesy, Tract Mission

S\iY/R
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BOOK REVIEWS
HABITATION OF DRAGONS
Keith Miller

This is a book of hope and help for
the Christian who wants to grow and
mature in his faith, but finds that he
is often beset with many personal
problems—‘‘dragons,” Miller calls
them. Whatever your personal ‘‘dra-
gon”’ may be—insecurity, loneliness,
guilt feelings, critical attitudes, fear,
or resentment, it will be a great com-
fort to know that other Christians
meet these same ‘‘dragons” and, in
meeting them, learn to love and trust
in God more completely.

With a relevant Scripture passage,
Keith Miller relates his experiences
with 42 personal ‘‘dragons.”

The title Habitation of Dragons is
itself from Scripture, Is. 35. One day
the Lord will make that frightening
and desolate place which is a habita-
tion of dragons into a new green land,
and through this land He will build
a highway which shall be called the
way of holiness.

This book will help you on this high-
way!

THE EDGE OF ADVENTURE
Keith Miller and Bruce Larson
(An experiment in faith)

This book is an itinerary of ‘‘first
steps” from the lives and writings of
Keith Miller and Bruce Larson. It is
also for those persons who are ad-
venturous enough to take the plunge
and commit their total lives to God
from the inside out. Miller and Larson
share their personal experiences,
failures and insights with the rest of
us. The adventure is open-ended. It
can lead to real faith. The authors
believe in making an experiment in
one’s real-life, that we try to live our
whole lives for a certain period as if
we believed totally. What would hap-
pen if you committed your whole self
and situation to God? That is what
this book is about.

As you read about Keith Miller’s
and Bruce Larson’s experiences,
you may find rourself reliving your
own life’s pilgrimage, the one that
brought you to the point where you
new are. As you move on with them,
perhaps their sharing will open new

doors to you and reinforce your own
relationship to God and other people.
This relational approach gives their
writing the ring of reality. Loneliness,
fears, anxieties, and moral failures
are faced starkly in the light of the
hope of the Christian message.
(Besides producing this book to be
read by individuals, a 13-week course
study for adults in Churches or in
small groups has been prepared. The
study includes study guides, leaders’
guides, and three cassette tapes.
The design is such that you can go
on an adventure of faith in your own
lives—all for Christ completely.)
WORD BOOKS, Publisher, Waco,
Texas—purchase through any Chris-
tian book store.
Zion Lutheran Church Library
Dalton, Minn.
Elma Matson, Librarian

PARISH EDUCATION
WORKSHOP PLANNED

The Eastern North Dakota District
Parish Education workshop will be
held at Zoar Lutheran Church, Hat-
ton, on Sunday, Sept. 26, at 2:30 p.m.
Judith Wold, executive secretary of
Parish Education, will present the
program. All Sunday School teachers,
superintendents and pastors are in-
vited to attend.

Mrs. Norman Johnson

GOD MAKES THINGS GROW

The tiller of the soil does plan and
SOW,
But only God can make things grow.
Without the sunshine and the rain,
The tiller’s labors would all be in vain.
If rain should cease, the earth would
soon
Be desolate and barren as the moon.
While rain shall fall and rivers flow,
A bountiful crop on earth will grow.
For this God-given welfare while here
we stay,
We ought to praise and thank Him
every day.
George R. Nelson
Almelund, Minn.

X F%-
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THE FUTURE OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sometimes the question is asked, ‘‘Does the Sunday
School have a future?”’ To us it seems a radical question,
an unnecessary question. Of course, we say, there will
always be a Sunday School.

And indeed there must be, for the Sunday School is
one of the chief ways we have for handing on the Christian
truths to our children. The Bible doesn’t mention the Sun-
day School, but it speaks of the training of children and
the Sunday School is one of the developments in education
which has arisen in the Christian Church.

There is debate about the effectiveness of the Sunday
School, as though it used to be more effective than it
is now. That may be the case, although facilities have
improved tremendously, also in Association churches.
Whether more children are being reached now than in
the past, we don’t know. It would seém that the number
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has increased because some evangelical churches have
mounted great efforts to gather the unreached and even
to bus them in for the Sunday School hour.

But we should consider the situation in our Association
churches particularly, for that is our first concern. How
is the work going and what does the future look like for
Sunday School work?

In our smaller congregations there may not even be
a Sunday School anymore. There are no children of school
age and if there are only several, those are perhaps
brought to a neighboring church in the parish. Other
Sunday Schools have dwindled in size to ten or less pupils.
We have seen some very fine Sunday Schools of this size.
Thank God that effective teaching isn’t dependent on
numbers. In the home itself, mother and father usually
are dealing with only two or three children at a time,
perhaps only one.

Then we have Sunday Schools which work with any-
where from ten to 100 or more children. In a sense, there
is encouragement in numbers and in some areas more
can be done with a larger group, such as in putting on
programs. But the quality of teaching may be no better
than in the very small group.

Much of the success of the Sunday School depends on
the teacher. First of all, he should be a praying person.
Second, he should take a personal interest in those he
teaches. Third, he should be a student of the Scriptures,
even apart from his work in the Sunday School (then
he should also work to be well prepared for the class
sessions). Fourth, he should work well with his co-workers
and superintendent. These points are all self-evident, but
it is good to list them again.

Some people have more of a gift of teaching than oth-
ers, but even those who have less of it can be used if
they are willing and have a concern.

The physical plant of a Sunday School is important,
but not crucial. The more privacy for a class the better.
(We think that’s true in the public school, too.) But many
Sunday Schools have had to carry on under far from ideal
conditions and great work has been done. If external con-
ditions can be improved, however, do so.

We have been speaking of the Sunday School in relation
to children (including high school age). Some will be
quick to point out the adult Bible class, which in. some
of our schools is the strongest department. We thank God
for those classes and for those who teach them, but at
this time we are concerned with the younger ones who
must be instructed in God’s way. Some are children to
be kept in the covenant of their baptism. Others are chil-
dren to be called back into that relationship or to come
into their first relationship with the Lord. Teachers must
ask wisdom from God to handle each situation as it needs
to be handled.

Yes, there is a future for the Sunday School. Our schools
are beginning at this time of the year. We trust that all
who are immediately involved with the work will go forth
with joy in a great effectiveness. May many children be
gathered in, to the Sunday School and to the kingdom.
May every one of us support the great work which is
to be done and pray for it.
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LCMS MEMBERS WHO JOIN
AELC WILL LOSE SYNOD
MEMBERSHIP

St. Louis—(LC)—The Commission
on Constitutional Matters of the Lu-
theran Church-Missouri Synod has
issued an opinion that congregations,
pastors and teachers cannot be af-
filiated with the Association of Evan-
gelical Lutheran Churches without
forfeiting their membership in the
Synod.

The ruling came in response to
many requests for clarification re-
garding such dual membership, the
right of such members to serve as
voting delegates or to hold district or
synodical offices and whether district
presidents could retain their offices
and at the same time be active in en-
couraging the formation of a church
body in opposition to the Synod.

Dr. Herbert Mueller, secretary of
the CCM, stated, ‘“The answers to the
questions submitted to the commis-
sion were in most instances obvious.
And so there was some hesitancy
within the commission whether it was
really necessary to provide answers.
However, most of the questions had
been prompted, it seems, by those
who had been told that membership
in both church bodies was permissible
and were genuinely disturbed by such
a claim. The commission therefore
regretfully concluded that it was nec-
essary to answer the questions, al-
though to repeat the obvious some-
times means to appear harsh.”

In its decision, the commission re-
referred to several earlier rulings
back to 1971 that declared it was im-
proper to hold membership in two
church bodies and pointed out there
is little doubt that the AELC is to be
classified as a ‘‘church body.” Quot-
ing the functions listed by the AELC
in its Articles of Incorporation, the
ruling points out these are functions
reserved to the Synod and states, ‘It
is therefore clear that the Association
of Evangelical Lutheran Churches is
not only a church body but also (un-
like other existing Lutheran church
bodies such as the Lutheran Church
in America and the American Lu-
theran Church) has been organized by
members of the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod in direct opposition to
the Synod. It is therefore to be re-
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garded as schismatic and in violation
of the first object of the Synod set
forth in its constitution, article III:
‘The objects of the Synod are: 1. The
conservation and promotion of the
unity of the true faith (Eph. 4:3-6;

1 Cor. 1-10) and a united defense
against schism and sectarianism
(Rom. 16:17).”

ASSOCIATION SCHOOLS
OPEN FOR NEW TERM

Association Free Lutheran Semi-
nary began the 1976-77 school year on
Sept. 7 with registration and classes
were commenced the next day. There
are approximately 20 students in the
Seminary this year.

Association Free Lutheran Bible
School will open the new term on Mon-
day, Sept. 13, when registration and
orientation will be conducted for ap-

N4
L7

proximately 65 new students and 55
returning students. Exact figures will
be given next time. Classes will begin
on Tuesday.

On Sunday, Sept. 12, an opening ser-
vice will be conducted in the chapel,
with Rev. Kenneth Moland, acting
dean of the Bible School, bringing the
message.

Mr. Anker Harbo continues in the
position of Office Co-ordinator and
now occupies the office room which
was used by Pastor Moland last year,
who has moved to the dean’s office
off the entrance to the girls’ dorm.

Several new faculty and staff mem-
bers are working at AFLBS this year.
Mention will be made of them in the
next Ambassador.

Homecoming for 1976 will be held
October 1 and 2. Detailed plans for
the weekend of activities are being
mailed directly to all former students
who can be contacted.

N

ASSOCIATION OF FREE LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS
3110 East Medicine Lake Boulevard
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55441
BUDGET RECEIPTS

February 1-June 30, 1976

Dorm Funds Receipts to date—$1,335.70
Legacies to date—$3,000.00

Total

Total Current Received Budget %of % of

Budget Budget during June Received Current Total
General Fund $ 82,600.00 $ 34,416.65 $ 4,601.09 $20,746.85 60. 25.
Schools 128,249.00  53,437.05  4,535.15 26,107.40 48.8  20.
Home Missions 72,000.00  30,000.00 5,453.36 19,396.09 64.7  26.9
Foreign Missions 82,800.00  34,500.00  4,416.63 19,573.70 56.7 23.6
Praise Fund 30,000.00  12,500.00  8,013.86 12462.04 99.7 415
TOTAL $395,649.00 $164,853.70 $27,020.09 $98,286.08 59.6  24.8
1975-76 $304,090.00 $126,704.10 $18,656.61 $87,302.64 68.9  28.7

Feb: 1-July 31, 1976
ebruary 1-July Total

Total Current Received Budget %of % of

Budget Budget during July Received Current Total

General Fund $ 82,600.00 $ 41,300.00 $5,213.99 § 25,960.84 62.6 31.4
Schools 128,249.00  64,124.50  5,705.27  31,812.67 49.6 24.8
Home Missions 72,000.00  36,000.00 3,850.30  23,246.39 64.6  32.3
Forgign Missions 82,800.00  41,400.00 5,245.04  24,818.74 60. 30.
Praise Fund 30,000.00  15,000.00  1,151.72  13,613.76 90.8  45.9
TOTAL $395,649.00 $197,824.50 $21,166.32 $119,452.40 60.4  30.2
1975-76 $304,090.00 $152,045.00 $18,656.61 $105,828.86 69.6  34.8

The Lutheran Ambassador
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Acknowledged a Need (4:1-2)
Whom did the widow come to for help? 4:1-2 ......................oll

What was her threefold problem? 4:1a .................. 4L, B e e
........................... 4:2b .......................... How did she try to
justify her appeal for help? 4:1b ... Is God
obligated to us if we have feared Him or preached His name? Lk. 17:10
.......................... T.Cor, (9510 "5 . B it o oo aRn S B R

What was Elisha’s first question? 4:2 ............. ...l
He wanted her to be more specific in what she would like him to do. When
she did not respond, what second question was asked? 4:2 ..................
............................................. What one possession did the wid-
ow have left after trying to satisfy the creditors? 4:2 ........................
Some kinds of oil were used for anointing after bathing, and to anoint the
dead. Another kind of oil was used for cooking purposes. Why, do you sup-
pose, had she withheld this oil from the creditors? .........................

Widow Our poverty without Christ
s S P P BEphi2: ool 2 v, oo bt SRy
o (B e P PR TR O PP INLBi34nans . e D SRR TS
5] + O PN SO - Do T'TFime 6376, St e e gl o sl

The widow needed help. In her own resources she was poor, miserable, and
destitute. She called out in desperation and help was forthcoming. What is
our promise through God’s Word? Jer. 33:3

Accepted Help (4:3-7)

The widow had ‘“‘only” a jar of oil. Either she was indifferent to its value
or she wanted to reserve it for her own future use. Whatever the reason may
have been, it was usable in God’s miraculous provision. A little with God’s
blessing has a tremendous potential. How do the following examples emphasize
this?

Ex. 4:14
. B3804 oy famions s v s 3 smowions s peapeme s o 3 3 § s SRR S SARERE s sbmmna s e s
In order to receive help, what must the widow be willing to use? 4:2-4
......................... What if she had refused to pour oil out of her own

Notice the explicit directions:

BB ot b s e verseacogd T SSosplissdndy o wgsn bl A, ooy« o b e e 518 § SR 5 8 5T
P AT, . coponenmis 5 omiisn 1 & SRR G s ol o cmmn
Who witnessed the miracle? 4:4 .................... Why should her sons
DE PLESENE? " smcivov:csbmmnas iy ossmmens i6yss famnss: Why was Elisha outside
the room? ... ... ... Someone has said,

“Whoever comes by Christ to God and brings his wagon of necessity will
never return empty or without freight.”” God did not only save her embarrass-
ment from the world, but also provided for future needs, saving her sons
from slavery to be a source of comfort and support to their mother. Our
Lord is most compassionate. What does His Word continue to promise us?

I Pet. BT i v i viiunivisvasidivens s 5 5 nees Ps, 81:10° v vt mmndis ot vomntnns o5
The woman emptied her vessel to fill other vessels. What did the Lord call
Paul? Acts 9:15 ...ttt How did the Psalmist refer
to himself? Ps. 31:12 .0l i i iiiieiirmmmmnniosss dhoniinids What kind of ves-
els are we to be? II Tim. 2:21 ...............coiiiiiina... A cleansed
empty vessel is ready to be filled. As a vessel of Christ, who indwells us?
T Cor. 6:19 ..o e Was the woman’s
supply of oil in her own vessel ever depleted? ............... What truth does
this remind us of in our personal witness and sharing?

Altered Supply (4:3-7)

Why did the oil cease flowing when she had filled the last vessel?
........................ Would more oil have been available had there been

+ INIOTE VOSTCISY .« vsummundvsssssmmmms fassnnmmas s 541 5w imm Whose responsibility
was it to provide the vessels? 4:3 ...............c.oiiiin... Who provided
oil for all the vessels? ...........coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin.. Who, then, limited

GO ST v« ihimais s dts. s b bl 5 5 ANETID st 8 it is

Christians, as vessels of God, cannot exhaust God’s blessings (Phil. 4:
19; Eph. 3:20). We limit Him when we are not willing to ‘“‘pour out” His
blessings to others. We fail Him when we fail—

R0 10 sottedlin S500S S500 s S s AETaY ¢ L b B 3 5 S TS 25 I Thess. 5:17
BOL 55 s o mmnne 21 5 5 s B0 1 Vo s 5 § bsiiana i s 0 II Tim. 2:15; 3:14-16
B0 s o s s Fomsmmomnion s o 5 0 o o cngominir oo i o o cmmanesdl + 5 2 ocopenernsar o o o 2 > nGohoe I s Tl Mk. 5:19
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EUROPE REVISITED

Boston

In a series of articles in the Am-
bassador, I would like to share some
recollections and impressions of my
second trip to Europe with our read-
ers. Some of the things I mention will
be of interest to some people, other
items will attract the attention of oth-
ers. But I do trust that everyone will
find something in this effort which will
be worth reading.

In an earlier communique (Aug. 10),
I said something about Boston, the
first stop on this trip and where I at-
tended part of the biennial convention
of the Lutheran Church in America.
Boston is one of the most fascinating
cities in the U.S.; someone called it
one of the four most such (with San
Francisco, New Orleans and San An-
tonio), and I enjoyed walking its
streets as much as time would allow.

I was in the Park Street Church
cemetery where the parents of Ben-
jamin Franklin lie and three signers
of the Declaration of Independence.
Boston has a large open-air market,
run, I suspect, chiefly by Italian-
Americans. Not so far from my hotel
I came upon a rather large open area
called the Fens. There is a body of
water surrounded by very tall rushes
of some sort. There are some trees
and there is a good-sized area of the
Fens occupied by small garden
patches. I learned that these garden
plots are the successors of ‘‘victory
gardens,” which were planted during
the Second World War.

I cannot spend much time on Bos-
ton, but will mention also this. On Sat-
urday afternoon, July 24, I was walk-
ing in downtown Boston, going from
one historical site to another when I
noticed a young man wearing a
““Moorhead State’’ tee shirt. I inquired
whether that referred to Moorhead,
Minnesota, and he said that it did.
It turned out that his family name
was Chell and he was from the Dalton,
Minn., area. He was there in Boston
with his wife, his sister and her hus-
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band. As we chatted, we found out
that we had some mutual acquaint-
ances.

In addition to the two acquaintances
whom I mentioned last time as having
seen at the LCA convention, there are
these two: Rev. Clair Hoifjeld, whom
I had known at Augsburg, and my
brother-in-law, Dr. Merton Strom-
men, who came in on the weekend
to talk to a small group meeting about
youth research work.

It was after 9 o’clock on Sunday
evening, July 25, that our Pan Am
“jumbo jet” took off from Logan Air-
port on the trip across the ocean. We
were approximately 300 person,
seated nine abreast. The size of the
plance was impressive. Between 10
and 11 o’clock we were served a large
meal featuring a beef dish.

Glasgow

I was awakened at 2 a.m. by a stew-
ard offering orange juice and coffee.
An hour later, at 8 o’clock, European
time, our plane touched down at
Heathrow Airport outside of London.
I caught a British Airways shuttle
plane to Glasgow, Scotland, soon af-
ter, arriving there in about an hour.

Having secured lodging in the
Blythswood Hotel, just off the shop-
ping district of the city, I lay down
for a nap. Upon awakening later on
I was conscious of an intermittent
barking sound down on the street.
It turned out to be the ery of a news-
boy calling out ‘“Times.” For any of
us to make the same call would not
sound at all the same as that boy with
his Scottish twang. In the evening, as
I was walking along the River Clyde,
I chatted with two children who ap-
proached the urchin type. They were
brother and sister, Philip and Karen,
and even though they spoke English,
I could hardly understand them at all.

Hotels in Europe usually serve
breakfast included with the price of

_the room. The breakfasts I had were

large and tasty and seemed unusually

so in view of the economy-type hotels
in which I stayed.

In my morning in Glasgow, I walked
around in the downtown section of the
city which people generally look down
on. ““Oh, Glasgow is so dirty.” “Edin-
burgh is the place to visit.”’ Yes, Glas-
gow is old and sooty, but it is an in-
teresting city in its own right.

I came upon a great old building
and saw a YMCA sign on it. Closer
inspection revealed that it was no
longer used as such, but one end of
the building bore the name Glasgow
United Evangelistic Association Bible
Training Institute. Upon seeking and
gaining admittance to the building, I
was given a tour by Mrs. M. Reid,
caterer.

She told me that Dwight L. Moody
raised money to erect the building,
but now only one end of the massive
structure was being utilized and that
by the Institute. Students at the
school, which offers one, two and
three-year courses, have individual
rooms. The classrooms have inclined
floors so that all students can see the
teacher, and vice-versa. The black-
boards were on reels so that a teacher
may roll the board to a clean surface
and yet return to something he has
written, if necessary. In the laundry
room I saw the forerunner of the mod-
ern dryer. Clean wash could be hung
on large racks which could chen be
pushed on rails into a heated area.
The racks were from 12 to 15 inches
wide. I am speaking of a building
erected at the turn of the century
which had these features.

The Bible Training Institute, which
has about 150 students, has problems
with city fire authorities. A year ago
they spent a lot of money to meet the
required codes. This year expensive
additional demands had been made
and they were in the process of meet-
ing them. In a building of that age
and type, it must be a real question

as to how long such repairs and
[Continued on page 15]
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TAY BY TA

GOD’S GOOD WORK
by Lars Stalsbroten

‘“Being confident of this very thing,
that He which hath begun a good work
in you will perform it until the day
of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6).

I was so blessed in reading this
verse. The Holy Spirit showed me that
my salvation is a gracious miracle
of God from start to finish.”” He which
hath begun a good work in you.”” His
work of grace is a good work, and
He started it. I didn’t. And He started
early in the morning, at my baptism,
when I was a little infant. But I hear
someone say: You don’t know or re-
member any of that do you? No, I
surely don’t, but the Lord does.
Wouldn’t it be tragic if He didn’t do
more in us than what we with our
little finite minds could know and
understand? We don’t even know or
remember all that God did in us and
for us yesterday. He is able to do ex-
ceeding abundantly above all that we
ask or think according to the power
that worketh in us.

As we grew up, we did not always
give Him the cooperation He should
have. We hindered His work; some
of us even fell away from our bap-
tismal grace; but He still kept on
working patiently and perseveringly
until He got us back again. I never
get through thanking Him for that.

The second thing that thrilled my
heart as I read this verse was that
He has not only begun, but He will
keep on until His work is finished. He
is ‘“‘the author and finisher of our
faith” (Heb. 12:2). “Faithful is He
that calleth you, who also will do
it” (1 Thess. 5:24). He knew what a
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tough job He would have when He
tackled me and still He called me
and started His work of grace in me.
Glory to His name!

He is still keeping on and He will
keep on till the Day of Jesus Christ.
What day is that? The day He comes
for His bride or for each one of us.
What a glorious day that will be!

Then “we shall be like Him; for we
shall see Him as He is” (1 Jn. 3:2).
Do you have this hope? Are you per-
mitting God to do His work of grace
in your life? If not, you better let Him
start today. It could so easily be too
late.

LET THEM WALK

A few days after a father had placed
his two children in a school, a book
agent called on him and said: ‘“Now
that your children go to school, you
ought to buy them an encyclopedia.”’

“Buy them an encyclopedia? I will
not,” was the reply. ‘‘Let them walk
asIdid.”

—Selected

SOUTH DAKOTA LEAGUERS
MET AT ORTLEY

The South Dakota District Luther
League Convention was held at Ortley
Lutheran Church, Ortley, April 30,
May 1 and 2. On Saturday morning
Pastor Larry Severson of Wallace
gave a very interesting Bible study
on ‘“The Game of Life.” The tra-
ditional Bible Quiz was conducted by
Pastor Einar Unseth, Ortley, on I
John. The winning League was
Ortley. A very profitable ‘‘Prayer and
Share Hour”’ was led by Pastor How-
ard Kjos, Roslyn, in the afternoon. At
the evening banquet the 30 Leaguers
were challenged by Pastor Marvin
Haara’s (Pukwana) message. On Sun-
day morning Pastor Ed Kjos, Faith,
taught the Bible study on the Con-
vention theme, ‘I Shall Not Be
Moved.” Pastor Unseth brought the
message at the service. The Conven-
tion Choir sang under the direction
of Sharon McCarlson.

It was decided to change the Con-
vention time from spring to Septem-
ber so that Leaguers will have fewer
school conflicts.

OUR EVANGELIST’S SCHEDULE
FOR SEPTEMBER-NOVEMBER

The following series of services are
announced by the Assoication evan-
gelist, Rev. David C. Molstre, Mc-
Intosh, Minnesota.

Sept. 19-24—Kalispell, Montana, Rev.

John C. Rieth, pastor
Sept. 25-27—Faith Lutheran, Min-

neapolis, Minn., Rev. Dennis O’Neil,

pastor
Oct. 10-14—Roslyn, S. Dak.,

Howard Kjos, pastor
Oct. 17-21—Ortley Lutheran Church,

Ortley, S. Dak., Rev. Einar Unseth,

pastor
Oct. 24-28—Calvary Lutheran Church,

Fergus Falls, Minn., Rev. Ronald

Hoehne, pastor
Nov. 7-11—Calvary Lutheran Church,

Everett, Wash., Rev. Leslie Gal-

land, pastor
Nov. 12-16—Elim Lutheran Church,

Lake Stevens, Wash., Rev. Michael

Brandt, pastor
Nov. 17-21—Bethany Lutheran Church,

Astoria, Ore., Rev. Alvin Grothe,

pastor
Nov. 28-Dec. 2—Aspelund Lutheran

Church, Vang, N. Dak., Rev. Rod-

ger Olson, pastor

Remember our evangelist and his
work in prayer. Pray for conversions
to Christ and for the building up of
the faithful in the Lord.

Rev.

PERSONALITIES

Rev. Ragene Hodnefield, has re-
signed as pastor of the AFLC congre-
gation in Vancouver, Wash., and will
move to Dalton, Minn., to become pas-
tor of the parish there (Zion, Torden-
skjold, Kvam and Sarpsborg). Pastor
Hodnefield has been at Vancouver
since last year.

~

N/
L \\

),

We all need to remember those
words of John Wesley to the angry
sea-captain who exclaimed: ‘I never
forgive!” “Then I hope, sir,” said
Wesley, looking calmly at him, ‘‘you
never sin.”’

—Doran’s Ministers Manual

The Lutheran Ambassador
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changes can economically be made.

From Mrs. Reid, and in reading
Institute literature, I sensed that the
Bible Institute was of similar spirit
to our own AFLBS and I was thankful
for the opportunity to get acquainted
in a small way with that school.

A Visit in Halifax

The train ride to Halifax in York-
shire, England, by way of Manches-
ter, was a pleasant one, even if I
learned too late that my hat was
travelling on to London without me.
I sat in a compartment with several
railroad men. One was particularly
helpful in telling me about the coun-
tryside. The fern-like plants which
grew in profusion on the hills and in
the gullies, he told me, were bracken,
the hedgerows, often made up of haw-
thorne.

In Halifax, an industrial city of
95,000, I was met by the Will Austins,
whom I had visited in 1967. He is a
friend of the family from the days
when he taught in Govan, Saskat-
chewan. Now 72, he is retired, but
does some tutoring in Russian and is
called on now and then to entertain
Russian nationals who visit Halifax.

The next day, Will and I took the
train to York where we visited the
Cathedral or ‘“Minster.”” It is one of
the most famous cathedrals in Eng-
land. While remains of earlier build-
ing may be seen, the present Minster
was begun in the 1220s and took 250
years to complete. I climbed the 275

steps to the top of the central tower.
One lady became very ill from the
climb and I don’t know how she got
down the narrow, winding staircase.

At 4 p.m., Will and I attended an
evensong in the choir loft. A choir
of all ages chanted several Psalms,
136-138, if memory serves correctly.
Then there were Scripture readings
and prayers and an audience hymn
or two. It was a quiet and restful time
and a good number of us tourists had
turned aside for the service.

We toured an excellent museum in
York where home and business set-
tings from much earlier times have
been carefully reproduced. The ruins
of a nearby castle also whet the imag-
ination. I climbed the 100 steps to the
castle’s top.

On my second and last full day in
Yorkshire, the Austins took me out
to an area they love very much, the
“Dales.” That day I saw so much
grand country, the great hills, the
woodlands and brooks, and the stone
walls, for which Yorkshire is famous.
After looking at the ruins of Bolton
Abbey, built in ca. the 13th century,
we stopped on the wayside for a bite
of lunch. Afterward I had the chance
to walk up on the moors, upland mead-
ows or pastures, and take pictures of
the stone walls which criss-cross the
countryside.

We strolled through the quaint Eng-
lish village of Kettlewell and ended
our trip by having tea at a farm place
which is rapidly gaining a good repu-

tation as an eating place. Tea con-
sisted of large buns with meat or
cheese on them, dark bread,
‘‘scones,”’ sweets and tea. Thirteen or
fourteen of us sat around several
tables in the living room of the farm
home.

That evening, back home, we
watched an hour of TV. One program
was about the diaries of one Frances
Kilvert, an Anglican clergyman who
died after a brief ministry. It was very
well done.

On to Hull

And so, the next morning, I left
Halifax behind. But may I add a post-
script. It is difficult for us to imagine
the make-up of the country, the indus-
trialization. For instance, in travel-
ling from Halifax to York that one
day, Will Austin and I left a city of
95,000, came to Bradford (300,000) in
ten or 15 minutes, changed trains in
Leeds (500,000), before coming to
York (100,000). All of this within a
distance of perhaps 40 miles. And
there was open country between the
cities, besides other towns.

My next stop was at Hull on the
River Humber. Shortly after arriving
I had secured lodging for the night
at a humble hostlery off Anlaby Road.
That arranged, I went back uptown
to get a look at the city to which my
father and maternal grandparents
had come from Norway on their way
to the New World.

(To be continued)

LUTHERANS TOTAL 8,930,581,
LOSS LOWEST IN FIVE YEARS

New York—(LC)—Membership in
Lutheran church bodies in North
America decreased again in 1975—but
the drop was the smallest in any of
the last five years, according to sta-
tistics compiled by the Lutheran
Council in the USA.

The annual summary of statistics
supplied by various branches of Lu-
theranism showed a membership
total of 8,930,581, a decrease of 35,853
members or .41 of one per cent from
the previous year.

The 1974 decrease was 38,799 mem-

bers, a drop of .43 of one per cent. °
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Since 1968, when an all-time mem-
bership high of 9,239,274 was re-
corded, there has been a loss of 308,693
or about three per cent.

While total membership declined in
1975, the number of ordained clergy
increased, as did the number of min-
isters serving congregations. The
number of ordained clergy rose to
24,028, an increase of 281 over 1974,
and of these, 15,605, an increase of
56 over the previous year, were serv-
ing in pastorates.

NP

EASTERN NORTH DAKOTA
WMF MEETING SCHEDULED

The Eastern North Dakota District
Women’s Missionary Federation will
hold its fall rally in St. Paul’s Lu-
theran Church, Fargo, Rev. Philip
Haugen, Pastor, on Tuesday, Oct.
5, with registration beginning at
9:30 a.m.

Mrs. Russell Duncan

Speech is the mirror of the soul;
as a man speaks, so is he.
P. Syrus
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